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K E N Tº

Is a maritime county, at the ſouth eaſt extremity of the kingdom, being ſeparated from Flanders and Holland by the Straits of

Dover. During the Saxon heptarchy, this county was an entire kingdom; and its kings kept their court at Canterbury, which now

is an archbiſhoprick, and the primary of all England. It is in the dioceſes of Canterbury and Rocheſter, and is included in the Home

circuit. Its form is an irregular oblong, 65 miles long from eaſt to weſt, 37 broad from north to ſouth, and 195 miles in circuit, con

taining 1500 ſquare miles, divided into 5 laths, which are ſubdivided in 62 hundreds; comprizing 418 pariſhes, and 2 cities, viz. Canter

bury, the ſeat of the metropolitan ſee, which ſends 2 members to parliament; and Rocheſter, the ſee of a biſhop, that ſends 2 members

alſo to parliament; 35 market towns, viz. Maidſtone, the county town, which ſends 2 members to parliament, and gives the title of

Viſcount to the Finch family; Chatham,which gives the titles of Earl and Baron to the family of Pitt, and is one of the completeſt arſenals

in the world for naval ſtores; Queenborough, which ſends 2 members to parliament; Dover, a cinque port, where the packets are ſta

tioned for France, &c. and gives the title of Baron to the Yorke family; Sandwich, another cinque port, which gives the title of Earl

to the Montagu family; Romney, alſo a cinque port, which gives the title of Baron to the Marſham family; Hythe, likewiſe a cinque

port; each of which, as cinque ports, ſends 2 members to parliament; Tunbridge, remarkable for its medical waters, gives the title

of Viſcou. It to the Naſſau de Zuleſtein family; Fordwich, that of Viſcount to the Cowper family; Folkſtone, that of Viſcount to the

family of Bouverie; Aylesford, that of Earl to the Finch family; Greenwich, diſtinguiſhed by its Royal Park and Obſervatory, and

a noble Hoſpital for ſuperannuated ſeamen, gives the title of Baron to the Townſhend family; Dartford, that of Viſcount to the fa

mily of Villiers; Aſhford, that of Baron to the Keppel family; Woolwich, eminent for its dock-yards, elaboratory, &c. and being

the mother dock of the royal navy of Great Britain; Deal, where Caeſar landed in his deſcent on Britain; Graveſend, whence all ſhip

ping from London take their departure for foreign voyages; Milton, remarkable for its oyſters ſent to London; Appledore; Fever

ſham, Bromley, Cranbrook, Eltham, Goudhurſt, Lenham, Lidd, Malling, Sevenoak, Smarden, Tenterden, Weſtram, Wrotham,

Wye, Northfleet, and Eleham : among the numerous confiderable villages, Chiſlehurſt gives the title of Baron to the Townſhend

family; Sundridge that of Baron to the Campbell family; Lewiſham that of Viſcount to the Legg family; Eaſtwell that of Baron to

Finch family; Leas Court that of Baron to the family of Watſon; Camden, which gives the titles of Earl and Baron to the Pratt fa

mily; Holmſdale the title of Baron to the family of Amherſt; Shurland, in the Iſle of Sheepy, that of Baron to the family of Her

bert; Wingham that of Baron to the family of Cowper; and the Iſle of Thanet gives the title of Earl to the Tufton family. Its

rivers are the Thames, Medway, Stour, Rother, Darent, Tun, Ravenſbourne, and Wantſheim. The moſt noted places are the North

and South Forelands, Dungeneſs, Oxney,Thanet and Sheepy Iſles, Iſle of Grains, the Downs, Godwin Sands, Sheerneſs Fort and ſeve

ral caſtles, more particularly that of Dover, and St. Margaret, Hope, and Hythe Bays, &c. &c. It produces cattle, ſheep, wild-fowl,

iron, corn, hops, wood, cherries, and all other fruits and vegetables, excellent fiſh, chalk, timber, ſand for the glaſs manufactories,

&c. &c. The moſt remarkable places are Shooter's Hill, Mount Zion, Mount Ephraim, Idle Hill, Camphurſt and Randall Woods,

Blackheath, where is Morden College, with Greenwich Park, Romney Marſh, Weald of Kent, &c. &c. It has a great number of

Roman, Saxon, and Daniſh encampments, and other antiquities; and the waters of Tunbridge are much reſorted to by invalids.

In the large ſpace that this county covers, there is a great diverſity of ſoil. It ſends 18 members to parliament, 2 for the county,

and 16 as above ſhewn; pays 22 parts of the land tax, and provides 960 men to the national militia.

This County abounds with Gentlemens’ Seats, the moſt remarkable are,

Aylesford Place. Knole, or Knowl Park, near Sevenoak. -

St. Alban'. Knowlton Court, Knowlton. The mºſt remarkable Situations for ext: ſve

Bedgebury, near Goudhurſt. Langley, near Bromley. Proſpects are,

Beverley Park, near Canterbury. Lee Houſe, near Bleakburn.

Boughton Place, near Maidſtone. Lee Place, near Greenwich. Beachborough, near Folkſtone.

Chepſted Place, near Sevenoak. Leed's Abbey, near Lenham. Boughton Hill, W. of Canterbury.

Chilham, near Wye. Leed's Caſtle, near Lenham. Boxley Hill, four miles from Maidſtone to Rocheſter.

Chilſton, near Lenham. Linſton Lodge, near Feverſham. Dover Caſtle and Cliffs.

Cobham Hall, near Rocheſter. - Linton Place, near Boughton Monchelſea. From Ramſgate to Broadſtairs.

Comb Bank, near Sundridge. Lullingſtone Park. Frendſbury to Upnor on the Medway.

Danſon Hall, near Dartford. Mareworth Caſtle, Eaſt Peckham. Greenwich Park.

Dean Park, near Canterbury. Merſham Hatch, near Aſhford. Goudhurſt, on every ſide.

Eaſtwell Park, near Aſhford. Mote Park, near Maidſtone. The High Grounds near Chatham.

Ford Park, near Wye. The Mote, near Canterbury. Maram's Court Hill, near Sevenoak.

Gabriel's Houſe, near Edenbridge, Naſh, near Feverſham. Minſter Church Yard in the Iſle of Sheepy.

Greenwich. - Otteſden Place, near Lenham. Northfleet, S.W. of Graveſcnd.

Goddington, near Aſhford. Penſhurſt Place, near Tunbridge. Otford Palace, near Sevenoak.

Great Ollantigh, near Wye. Roydon Hall, near Eaſt Peckham. The Ramparts, at Sheerneſs.

Gunſton Place, Gunſton. Smethc Hall, near Aſhford. Rivers, a village near Dover.

Halſted Place, near Sevenoak. Somer Hill, near Tunbridge. St. Margaret's Bay, N. E. of Dover.

Hayes, near Bromley. Squerries, near Weſterham. Shooter's Hill.

Hothfield Place, near Aſhford. Surrenden, near Aſhford. Shorne and Throng, near Rocheſter,

Hunton Park, near Maidſtone, Walderſham, near Dover. Windmill Hill, near Graveſend,

King's Gate, near Ramſgate. Walmer Caſtle, near Deal,
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k E N T

IS a maritime county, at the ſouth eaſt extremity of the kingdom, being ſeparated from Flanders and Holland by the Straits of

Dover. During the Saxon heptarchy, this county was an entire kingdom; and its kings kept their court at Canterbury, which now

is an archbiſhoprick, and the primary of all England. It is in the dioceſes of Canterbury and Rocheſter, and is included in the Home

circuit. Its form is an irregular oblong, 65 miles long from eaſt to weſt, 37 broad from north to ſouth, and 195 miles in circuit, con

taining 1500 ſquare miles, divided into 5 laths, which are ſubdivided in 62 hundreds; comprizing 418 pariſhes, and 2 cities, viz. Canter

bury, the ſeat of the metropolitan ſee, which ſends 2 members to parliament; and Rocheſter, the ſee of a biſhop, that ſends 2 members

alſo to parliament; 35 market towns, viz. Maidſtone, the county town, which ſends 2 members to parliament, and gives the title of

Viſcount to the Finch family; Chatham,which gives the titles of Earl and Baron to the family of Pitt, and is one of the completeſt arſenals

in the world for naval ſtores; Queenborough, which ſends 2 members to parliament; Dover, a cinque port, where the packets are ſta

tioned for France, &c. and gives the title of Baron to the Yorkc family; Sandwich, another cinque port, which gives the title of Earl

to the Montagu family; Romney, alſo a cinque port, which gives the title of Baron to the Marſham family; Hythe, likewiſe a cinque

port; each of which, as cinque ports, ſends 2 members to parliament; Tunbridge, remarkable for its medical waters, gives the title

of Viſcou. It to the Naſſau de Zuleſtein family; Fordwich, that of Viſcount to the Cowper family; Folkſtone, that of Viſcount to the

family of Bouverie; Aylesford, that of Earl to the Finch family; Greenwich, diſtinguiſhed by its Royal Park and Obſervatory, and

a noble Hoſpital for ſuperannuated ſeamen, gives the title of Baron to the Townſhend family; Dartford, that of Viſcount to the fa

mily of Williers; Aſhford, that of Baron to the Keppel family; Woolwich, eminent for its dock-yards, elaboratory, &c. and being

the mother dock of the royal navy of Great Britain; Deal, where Caeſar landed in his deſcent on Britain; Graveſend, whence all ſhip

ping from London take their departure for foreign voyages; Milton, remarkable for its oyſters ſent to London; Appledore; Fever

ſham, Bromley, Cranbrook, Eltham, Goudhurſt, Lenham, Lidd, Malling, Sevenoak, Smarden, Tenterden, Weſtram, Wrotham,

Wye, Northfleet, and Eleham: among the numerous confiderable villages, Chiſlehurſt gives the title of Baron to the Townſhend

family; Sundridge that of Baron to the Campbell family; Lewiſham that of Viſcount to the Legg family; Eaſtwell that of Baron to

Finch family; Leas Court that of Baron to the family of Watſon; Camden, which gives the titles of Earl and Baron to the Pratt fa

mily; Holmſdale the title of Baron to the family of Amherſt; Shurland, in the Iſle of Sheepy, that of Baron to the family of Her

bert; Wingham that of Baron to the family of Cowper; and the Iſle of Thanet gives the title of Earl to the Tufton family. Its

rivers are the Thames, Medway, Stour, Rother, Darent, Tun, Ravenſbourne, and Wantſheim. The moſt noted places are the North

and South Forelands, Dungeneſs, Oxney,Thanet and Sheepy Iſles, Iſle of Grains, the Downs, Godwin Sands, Sheerneſs Fort and ſeve

ral caſtles, more particularly that of Dover, and St. Margaret, Hope, and Hythe Bays, &c. &c. It produces cattle, ſheep, wild-fowl,

iron, corn, hops, wood, cherries, and all other fruits and vegetables, excellent fiſh, chalk, timber, ſand for the glaſs manufactories,

&c. &c. The moſt remarkable places are Shooter's Hill, Mount Zion, Mount Ephraim, Idle Hill, Camphurſt and Randall Woods,

__. Blackheath, where is Morden College, with Greenwich Park, Romney Marſh, Weald of Kent, &c. &c. It has a great number of

- an, Saxon, and Daniſh encampments, and other antiquities; and the waters of Tunbridge are much reſorted to by invalids.

e large ſpace that this county covers, there is a great diverſity of ſoil. It ſends 18 members to parliament, 2 for the county,

16 as above ſhewn; pays 22 parts of the land tax, and provides 960 men to the national militia.

: This County abounds with Gentlemens’ Seats, the moſt remarkable are,

ºford Place.

Alban's.

gebury, near Goudhurſt.

Deverley Park, near Canterbury.

Boughton Place, near Maidſtone.

Chepſted Place, near Sevenoak.

Chilham, near Wye.

Chilſton, near Lenham.

Cobham Hall, near Rocheſter.

Comb Bank, near Sundridge.

Danſon Hall, near Dartford.

Dean Park, near Canterbury.

Eaſtwell Park, near Aſhford.

Ford Park, near Wye.

Gabriel's Houſe, near Edenbridge.

Greenwich.

Goddington, near Aſhford.

Great Ollantigh, near Wye.

Gunſton Place, Gunſton.

Halſted Place, near Sevenoak.

Hayes, near Bromley.

Hothfield Place, near Aſhford.

Hunton Park, near Maidſtone,

King's Gate, near Ramſgate.

Knole, or Knowl Park, near Sevenoak.

Knowlton Court, Knowlton.

Langley, near Bromley.

Lee Houſe, near Bleakburn.

Lee Place, near Greenwich.

Leed's Abbey, near Lenham.

Leed's Caſtle, near Lenham.

Linſton Lodge, near Feverſham.

Linton Place, near Boughton Monchelſea.

Lullingſtone Park.

Mareworth Caſtle, Eaſt Peckham.

Merſham Hatch, near Aſhford.

Mote Park, near Maidſtone.

The Mote, near Canterbury.

Naſh, near Feverſham.

Otteſden Place, near Lenham.

Penſhurſt Place, near Tunbridge.

Roydon Hall, near Eaſt Peckham.

Smethc Hall, near Aſhford.

Somer Hill, ncar Tunbridge.

Squerries, near Weſterham.

Surrenden, near Aſhford.

Walderſham, near Dover.

Walmer Caſtle, near Deal,

*

The mºſt remarkable Situations for ext: ſve

Proſpects are,

Beachborough, near Folkſtone.

Boughton Hill, W. of Canterbury.

Boxley Hill, four miles from Maidſtone to Rochefler.

Dover Caſtle and Cliffs. -

From Ramſgate to Broadſtairs.

Frendſbury to Upnor on the Medway.

Greenwich Park. ~

Goudhurſt, on every ſide.

The High Grounds near Chatham.

Maram's Court Hill, near Sevenoak.

Minſter Church Yard in the Iſle of Sheepy.

Northfleet, S.W. of Graveſend.

Otford Palace, near Sevenoak.

The Ramparts, at Sheerneſs.

Rivers, a village near Dover.

St. Margaret's Bay, N. E. of Dover. -

Shooter's Hill.

Shorne and Throng, near Rocheſter.

Windmill Hill, near Graveſend,

*
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WILLARE CANTIANUM;

O R,

K E N T
SURVEY E D and ILLUSTRATE D.

B E I N G

An exačt Description of all the PARISHEs, BoRoUGHs, VILLAGEs,

And other reſpećtive Manors in the county of K E N T ;

A N D,

The Original and Intermedial Poſſeſſors of them, down to the Author's time.

D R A. W. N. O U T O F
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To T H E

NOBILITY and G ENTRY of K. E.N.T.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

HAVE at laſt demoliſhed thoſe difficulties which intercepted this work ; in

I that progreſs it endeavoured to make, to offer itſelf up both to yours and the

public view. Yet I do not deny, in a piece made rugged with ſo many knots,

ſeveral miſtakes and omiſfions muſt (through inadvertency and miſ-information) have

ſlipped in; ſome of which had their firſt extraćtion from the preſs, and ſome their

birth from my pen ; all which I have collected into a table of Addenda, which

is immediately ſubſequent to the preface, whither the reader may retire, to diſperſe

all ſcruples.”

Secondly, I have not added any numerical alphabet, to direct the reader, ſince

the book is ſo alphabetically digeſted, that the work is a directory beam or ray to it

ſelf: to which I have annexed, as an appendage, a particular deſcription of all the

circumambient Kentiſh iſlands.

Thirdly, I have not ſo tied myſelf up to thoſe ſeverer diſcourſes which I have ex

tracted from either public or private record, but that I have embroidered this peice

with diſcourſes of a ſofter complexion; as at Bilfington, I have unfolded the

cauſes of the depravation of the ancient clergy, both in doćtrine and manners; at

Birling I have diſcovered the nature of that tenure, antiquity called Tenure per

Baroniam ; at Ewell I have unravelled the firſt inſtitution of the Knights Templers,

and the probable cauſes of their total extirpation; at Newington Lucies I have diſ

courſed largely of Urn Interment; at Rodmerſham, no leſs of the inſtitution of

the Knights Hoſpitallers; at Werth I have treated of the Antiquity of Seals ; at

Wymings Would, of the Ancient Dignity of the Pileus ; and have at ſeveral other

places interlaced this work with collateral diſcourſes of the ſame tinéture.

Whatſoever this piece may appear in the whole frame and bulk of it, I do aſſure

you it was not born without your influence, it is ready to die at your command, and

cannot live but by your acceptance. But I know you have both art and candor;

and as I cannot but hope, but that a merciful interpretation will be emergent from

the firſt, ſo I cannot doubt but the laſt will give ſo noble an allay to your juſtice,

that if it cannot totally abſolve, yet it may at leaſt excuſe,

(My Lords and Gentlemen)

The humbleſt of your Servants,

THOMAS PHILIPOTT.

* Theſe omiſſions are properly inſerted in this Edition.

**.
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To his worthy Friend Thomas PHILIPott, Eſq.

Upon his diligent Survey of the Manors of

K. E. N T:
E N T IT U L E D,

V I L L A R E C A N T I A N U. M.

TH O U haſt approv’d, friend, by thy worthy pen, l

The ſaying of that learned ſage, that men

Are not born for themſelves; our friends do claim

In us a ſhare; our parents do the ſame :

Our country for a third comes in ; nay, it

Boaſts than the reſt a more inherent right.

How as a friend, and child, thy duty thou

Diſcharged haſt, thy more familiars know !

This I affirm, that of his country none

Hath better merited than he alone.

Lambert ſubmit, and Weever too give place;

Nay, thou great Cambden ſtand aſide: Alas !

You have but poſted through our country, and

As if purſued, have fear'd to make a ſtand :

Whereas amongſt us he both born and bred,

In every hundred, pariſh, houſe tº have led

His whole age ſeems'; and 'mongſt us to have liv'd

Ere ſince from records rights could be deriv'd.

Bold Briton then when 'tis a crime to be

A gentleman; and when an enemy

He's therefore thought, and in arms to have been,

In whoſe houſe arms and ancient coats are ſeen :

When gules to him his blood, or his eſtate

To this hath coſt; when a true ſable fate

From painted ſables to a third hath ſprung;

Thou dar’ſt aſſert what others fear to own :

Thou dar'ſt by the more equal pen unite

(What pow'rful wrong hath oft disjoin'd) the right

Owner with his poſſeſſions; to the ſon

His father's titles, and dominion

With care tranſmitting; and the Beirdoſt tell

How he his clods derives : could thou as well

Inſtruct him how his maners to employ,

As thou doſt how, and whence he doth enjoy

The ſame ; then ſcorned letters would at laſt

Above profaning ignorance be plac'd :

Nor hadſt thou travell'd at thine own expence

So many miles; but know thy recompence

Is from thyſelf; whilſt thou a name doſt give

Tº ancient families, thine own ſhall live.

J O H N B O I S, Eſq; of Hod E.
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load of ſlavery that ſat ſo heavy on their ſhoulders, and ſo at laſt becom

wholly rivetted and incorporated into the Roman empire. -

But this was only in intention, for the accompliſhment and perfeótion of

it was ſuperſeded by the inroad of the Goths and Vandals into Italy,

which like an inundation, in many fignal conflićts, had almoſt ſwept away

the imperial dignity, and ſo torn the whole bulk of the Roman empire,

that its very ſpirit was ready to ebb out at thoſe breaches. So that in fine,

the emperor was forced to retrieve the guards and ſtationary legions ſcatter

ed over this iſland, with which, like a new ſtock of ſpirits, to improve and

fortify the heart of the Roman empire, which was ready to bleed out its

life at thoſe wounds, that the hands of theſe barbarous nations had inflićted

on it.

And now the ſpirits of the Britons (a ſtronger buttreſs againſt the

eruptions of the pićts, than the wall erected by the Romans) being by the

engines of a long and habituated ſervitude, cowed and broken into a de

generate effeminacy, they lay open to all the aſſaults and impreſſions of the

inſolent invader, ſo that they were forced, either to reſign up themſelves

to the fury and inclemency of the ſea, or elſe offer themſelves up to the

rage and barbarity of a ſavage enemy. And now, being diveſted of all pro

tection at home, and all hope of ſupply from abroad, being forelaid and

intercepted by the invaſion of the Goths on, the empire, they made their

addreſſes to the Saxons, a martial people then inhabiting that nether part

of Germany, which is waſhed by the rivers of Elbe, Weſer, and Rhine,

who inſtantly, upon covenant and aſſurance of a vaſt guerdon to balance

their ſervices, under the condućt of Hengiſt and Horſa, embarked for

Britain, and landed in the iſle of Thanet, and ſhortly after, with ſuch

vigour and animoſity, repreſſed the inſolencies of the Picts, that they ſhut

them up within the cloiſters and receſſes of their own mountains. But it

might be ſaid of them, as it was anciently of religion ; religion brought

jorth riches, and the daughter devoured the mother : So theſe Saxons, from

aſſertors and protećtors of the Britons, became at laſt invaders of them ;

for they repreſenting to the other Saxons the healthfulneſs of the air, and

the temperateneſs of the Britiſh climate, who were over-ſtocked and cloyed

with exceſs of people, and were willing to evacuate that ſurcharge of in

habitants into foreign colonies, they inſtantly attacked any advantage that

might put them into hoſtility with the Britons; and pretending that that

compačt, ſo ſolemnly ſtipulated and tranſacted between them and Hengiſt,

was infringed and violated, they poured themſelves in like a cataraćt upon

this iſland, ſo that the Britons, to ſecure themſelves from the fury of this

deluge, after many vigorous attempts to make it flow back again, ſhut up

themſelves within the ſolitudes and receſſes of Wales and Cornwall, whilſt

on their ruins their adverſaries erected and fixed their Saxon Heptarchy;

which again, after many mutual encounters, wherein almoſt every turf

of this iſland was beſpattered and bedeved with blood, found a public tomb

in the Weſt-Saxon monarchy. -

But ſcarce was the baſis of it eſtabliſhed, whoſe cement was ſo much

blood and tears, but God, who correóts the ambitious by retaliation, and

chaſtiſes the inſolencies of one invader, by caſting another into competition

with him, put the Dane into balance with the Saxon, who like a whirl

wind threw himſelf upon this iſland, ſo that all the blooming glories of the

Saxon
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clouds, that like a gloomy ſcreen, interpoſing between the objećt

and the underſtanding, caſt it into error and miſapprehenſion ;

and not only of time, but of hiſtory too; hiſtory, that faithful regiſter

of things paſt, that great informer of the preſent, and certain prophet of

the future ; by it we may diſcover the print which former ages made, and

treading that, know how to decline the crooked and irregular paths of

danger and misfortune. Antiquity is like the lamp in Tullia's urn, that

repreſenting to our view, by grains, and by ſcruples, the relics and duſt of

our long-fince expired anceſtors, which perhaps lay ſcattered in the wil

derneſs of their own diſperſion, erects a monument to their remembrance,

ſo inacceſſable to all the onſets and impreſſions of age and oblivion, that

then only it ſhall languiſh into decay and diſſolution, when nature herſelf,

and time, the moth of nature, ſhall lie gaſping in their own ruins, and

the univerſe itſelf ſhall confeſs its aſhes.

A NTIQU ITY is the great luminary of time, which diſpels thoſe

And certainly, amongſt all thoſe trophies which antiquity hath fixed

upon the face of this iſland, there is none more copious, if we conſider

them for quantity, nor more conſpicuous, if we repreſent them in their

quality; than thoſe that it hath left ſcattered upon the continent of Kent;

and this muſt be obvious to the moſt eaſy intelle&t, when it ſhall diſcover

that in all the eruptions of foreign invaders upon this iſland, the firſt

track of that thorough-fare hath been laid in, or very near this county, by

which they have farther penetrated into the bowels of this nation. We

will wave that fićtion of Brute, and a party of fugitives, (originally) as the

Legend infinuates, of Trojan extračtion, and diſcarded from Italy for ſome

miſdemeanor there a&ted, fixing here, as likewiſe that ſeries of the kings

ſubſequent to him, being wholly obtruded upon us, by ſeduced and miſ

guided hiſtories; the brain indeed of Jeffery of Monmouth, being both

the forge and the anvil from whence thoſe ſparks break forth at firſt,

which made up that ignis fatuus, after which the world hath ſo long

wandered.

Firſt, then, the Roman eagles endeavoured to ſurprize and ſeize on the

dominions of this iſland, though they were once or twice ſo rudely griped

by the Britons, near Chilham, in Kent, and ſome of their nobleſt plumes

torn from them, that they were forced to fly back into Gaul, to new

imp their feathers; but breaking in again, with a recollected and mul

tiplied ſtrength, the liberty of this nation ſtooped, and became a prey to

their vićtorious talons. And now it was ordered, that all pleas, eſcripts,

degrees, edićts, and other things of public cogniſance, ſhould be iſſued

out in the Roman dialeót, that ſo the roughneſs of the Britons, which

their warlike inclinations had ſo long entitled them to, might not only by

degrees be filed off, but that likewiſe being ſuppled and ſoftened by the

Roman culture, they might, without any regret or reſentment, ſupport that

load



iv P R E F : A C E.

lands or demeans of him, either by any new conceſſion, or re-inveſtiture,

to hold them in eſcuage, that is by knight's ſervice, by which they were

obliged, whenſoever either public neceſſity, or his commands did exact it

of them, to attend his perſon, either actually or virtually, that is by proxy,

with horſe and arms ; and by this art he had always a power in reſerve to

repreſs and ſcatter all ſolleviations or ſudden inſurrečtions at home, and con

tradićt all the attempts and animoſities of adverſaries from abroad; that

fo he might become confiderable to his enemies, and uſeful to his friends.

Thus have I compendiouſly wound up the ſeveral invaſions made on this

iſland, in which Kent was ſo much concerned. But there is another in

vaſion that I have not yet numbered, which hath been more ruinous and

deſtrućtive to the nobleſt families of this iſland, than any of thoſe above

recited ; and that is the riot and exceſs, that like an infectious cloud,

whoſe noiſome womb drops nothing but diſeaſe and peſtilence, hath lately

broke in upon this nation, and ſo withered the root of the moſt ancient

gentry, that they have ſhrunk into their own ruins, and fall neglected and

forgotten. Indeed our modern luxury is like the poiſon of the viper, it

blaſts inviſibly, and deſtroys inſenſibly, and they that are ſoftened with it,

are like a tree, that feeds thoſe worms that muſt devour it; or like iron,

that ſupplies that ruſt which will corrode it. Indeed 'tis obſervable, that

thoſe families have continued in their ſplendor longer, whoſe ſeats and ha

bitations have engaged them to a remoter diſtance from the verge and ſphere

of the city, than thoſe whoſe revenue and patrirnony are confined upon

a place infected with ſo much debauchery, and let looſe in ſo great exceſs.

Yet, 'tis remarkable that the cadets, or younger ſlips iſſued out from ſome

of thoſe ſtems, who by their own vicious exorbitancy have crumbled into

an irreparable decay, by being inoculated upon other families, have by

this tranſplantation contračted new ſap and verdure, and again ſprouted

out and flouriſhed. For families are like the river of Arethuſa, they ſome

times fink in one place or county, and again riſe in another.

I ſhall now take the county of Kent under ſurvey and proſpect, and re

preſent to the public view, thoſe ſeveral antiquities, which in my ſearch.

Í found to lie wrapt up either in common records, or ſhut up in the pri

vate muniments, eſcripts, and regiſters of particular families; from whom

I have endeavoured to pluck off the veil, that they may for the future ſtand

as an alphabet to point out thoſe families that are yet in being, that are

totally extinguiſhed, or that lie entombed in other names and extractions,

which by marriage have ſwallowed up the heir general. In the purſuit of

which I confeſs I have not cloiſtered myſelf up in the nice reſtraints of any

preciſe or particular method, becauſe that flood, both of private and public

intelligence, which like a torrent broke in upon me, ſwept away whatſoever

my buſy fancy had built upon the ſands of any curious or methodical in

vention; but 'tis here, as in ſome rivers, who though they wander in a

crooked and irregular channel, yet are they the ſame ſtreams ſtill, as long

as they hold correſpondence with their firſt fountain and original.

I ſhall remit all to the juſtice and candour of the reader ; with the firſt

he may arraign and cenſure, with the laſt abſolve and excuſe.

T H O M A S P H I L I P O T T.

VI L L A R I,
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v I L L A R E. C A N T I A N U M:

O R

K E N T SURVEYED and ILLUSTRATED.

E N T, in Latin Cantium, hath its derivation from Cant, which imports

a piece of land thruſt into a nook or angle; and certainly the ſituation

hath an aſpect upon the name, and makes its etymology authentic.

It is divided into five Laths, viz. St. AUGUSTINS, SHEPwAy, ScRAY,

ALR Esford, and Sutton at Home; and theſe again are ſubdivided into their ſeveral

bailywicks; as namely, St. AUGUSTINS comprehends

B R E D G E, which contains theſe Hundreds:

1 RINGEsloe

2 BLENGATE

3 WHITSTAPLE

4. WEST-GATE

STOWTING, and that into theſe hundreds:

1. Folkstone

2. LovingBERG.

3 StowTING.

4. HEANE

MILTON.

comprehends

I Milton

2 TENHAM

EYHORN is

divided into

I FYHoRN

2 MAIDSToxE

3 GillingHAM and *

4 CHETHAM

3 FELBoRough

5 DownHAMford

6 PREston

7 BREpcE and PETHAM

8 KINGHAMFORD

S H E P W A Y is divided into

STREAT

WoRTH

NewcHURch

HAM

LANGPoRT

St. MARTINs

ALOES BRIDGE

9 OxNEY

S C R AY is diſtinguiſhed into

SCRAY. CHART and

LONGBRIDGE.

I FEveR SHAM I Wy E

2 Bocton under 2 BIRCH-HoltBA

BLEAN * RONY

3 CHART and

LoNG-BRIDGE

4 CALE-HILL

A L R E S FOR D is reſolved

into

HOO and

1 Hoo - I Twyford

2 SHAMEll 2 LITTLEFIELD

3 TolTINGTRough 3 Lowy of TUN

4 LARKFIELD BRIDGE

5 WROTHAM 4 BRENCHLY and

and EASTRY, which con

tains theſe:

I WINGHAM

2 EASTRY

3 CoRNIloe

4 BEwESBOROUGH

and SHEPWAY into theſe:

BiRcholt FRANchise

SEVEN HUN

DREDS.

I BLAckbour'N

2 TENDERDEN

3 BARKLEY

4 CRANBROOK

5 RolvENBEN

6 SELBRIGHTENDEN

7 GREAT BERN

FIELD

TWYFORD."

HoRMONDEN

5 MARDEN

6 LITTLE BERN

FIELD

7 WAllingston

SUTTON
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SUTTON at Hone, does only comprehend the bailywick, of Sutton at Hone,

and that lays claim to theſe hundreds. -

I AxstANE 6 Rooksley

2 LITTLE and LEsNEs - 7 CopsHEATH

3 BLACKHEATH 8 SoMERDEN

4 BRGMELY and BEKENHAM 9 WESTRAM

5 DARTFoRD and WILMINGTON

Theſe hundreds were parceled out in ſuch a proportion or number of boroughs,

villages or tythings, containing ten houſholders, whereof (as the Saxon laws and cuſ

toms inform us) if any one ſhould commit an unlawful act, the other nine were to

attach and bring him to reaſon. If he fled, thirty-one days were enjoined him to

appear: if in the mean time apprehended, he was forced to reſtore the damage done;

otherwiſe the free-borough-head (that is the tythingman) was to take with him two

of the ſame village, and out of three other villages next adjoining as many,

(that is, the tythingman and two other of the principal men) and before the offi

cers of that hundred purge himſelf and the village of the fact, reſtoring the damage

done, with the goods of the malefactor; which if they ſufficed not to ſatisfy,

the free-borough or tythingman muſt make up the reſt, and beſides take an oath to be

no ways acceſſary to the fact; and to produce the offender, if by any means they

could recover him, or know where he was. Beſides, every lord and maſter ſtood bo

rough for all his family, whereof, if any ſervant were called in queſtion, the maſter

was to ſee him anſwer it in the hundred were he was accuſed; if he fled, the maſter

was to reſign ſuch goods as he had to the king: if himſelf were accuſed to be aiding

or privy to his ſervant's flight, he was to clear himſelf by five men, otherwiſe, to

forfeit all his goods to the king, and his man to be outlawed. Theſe links thus in

termutually faſtened, made formerly ſo ſtrong a chain to hold the whole frame of

the ſtate together, in peace and order, as all the mingled policies upon earth, all the

interleagued ſocieties of men cannot repreſent a ſtraiter form of combination.

As touching the other cuſtoms of Kent, they have been ſo fully diſcuſſed by Mr.

Lambert, in his Kentiſh perambulation, that I ſhall not much inſiſt in the diſcovery

of them: only I ſhall ſomething winnow the word Gavelkind, becauſe from that it

is pretended the tenure itſelf is derived. Firſt, it is ſuggeſted, that the word Gavel

kind is amaſſed together in three Saxon monoſyllables, that is to ſay, Gaf ele Kent :

but how this cuſtom ſhould be originally eſtabliſhed on three ſyllables, by the cor

ruption of time thus crouded and ſhut up in one word, is altogether ambiguous and

myſterious: for, if we ſhall unveil the word of its Saxon habit, and put it into an En

gliſh dreſs, it will ſignify thus much, give all child, and how much nonſenſe lurks in that

expreſſion, 1 think is eaſily diſcernible: indeed the phraſe ſhould be, if we would at

tempt to ſpin anything of advantage out of it, Gafele kendern, give all children; but

how much of incongruity and incoherence lies wrapt up even in this, I believe

is obvious enough; yet admit there was none, how four ſyllables, all of different

vowels in their termination, ſhould at length, by the depravation of language, be all

confuſedly ſhuffled and ſtived into this one word Gavelkind, will certainly appear

to the moſt eaſy apprehenſion diſputable enough.

For my own particular, I am convinced (with ſubmiſſion to clearer ſpeculations)

that this word Gavelkind is derived from the ſaxon word Gabel, which in the Latin

werender Cenſus, and putinto Engliſh ſignifies ſome rent-ſervice, or tribute iſſuablefrom

ſuch and ſuch land, on which it is fixed as a ſolemn evidence of ſome homage due to

the prince or ſupreme magiſtrate, for that ſecurity which is received both in life and

Propriety by his defence and tuition. And certainly this is ſomething proportionate

to reaſon; for all Gravel-kind-land is held in the tenure of free-foccage, which is

charged with this manor of rent-charge or impoſition; and ſo in ſeveral Latin records

is repreſented under the notion of Terra cenſualis.

It is true, that by the ancient cuſtom of Germany, called Land-ſkiftan, the lands

of the deceaſed was by equal portions, to be diſtributed amongſt all his ſons, but
then
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then it is as probable that this tribute of Gabel did accompany it, becauſe the moſt eſ.

ſential part of this cuſtom hath through the channel of many hundred years, flowed

down to this preſent age, and is in force in fundry places in Germany at this inſtant:

for though the hernelickeis or lordſhip, as they ſtyle it, deſcend patrimonially per jus

dominatus, by the right of ſignory to the eldeſt ſon, yet all the land, excluſively

from that, is equally divided between the cadets or younger brothers, only return

ing ſome inconſiderable rent-ſervice to the prince, as a charaćter of that feal

ty they owe him, for ſheltering them in their ſeveral patrimonies by his mutual ſup- .

port and protećtion,

Certain it is when Hengiſt tranſported his ſaxons firſt into Britain, that cuſtom of

Land-Skiftan was wafted over with them, and was by him, allowed to his abettors

and partiſans when they were inveſted in their new acquiſitions and poſſeſſions in Kent,

as all other franchiſes and immunities were, which before in Germany they were by

preſcription endowed with, that they might more vigorouſly improve his deſigns up

on this iſland; yet ſtill it is poſſible he reſerved out of thoſe demeans, thus by grant

conveyed to his accomplices, ſome annual tax or gabel (though perhaps of a low

and narrow value) as a ſignal acknowledgement that the ſuperiority or ſovereignty

was ſolely lodged in him.

There are two other cuſtoms which are properly calculated for the meridian of

Romeney Marſh, and perhaps through inadvertency were not recited by Mr. Lam

bert, and they are theſe: firſt, the king had anciently no waſte there, and ſecondly,

he had no wrecks, but they were appropriated to thoſe manors of the Marſh that con

fined the ſea: and ſurely if we fathom their original, we ſhall find their foundation

eſtabliſhed on much of reaſon. For firſt, how could the crown entitle itſelf to any

waſte there, where the ſea by its impetuous encroachments, did engage the inhabi

tants to caſt up mounts, and erect banks in any place which they ſhould find moſt

proportionate to their defence, againſt the fury of ſo formidable an adverſary;

for the ſecond, it is very equitable that they that are intereſted in an expence of

that vaſtneſs, in which the public (by the obligation of neceſſary conſequences) is ſo

much concerned and wrapt up, ſhould have ſomething of emolument indulged to

them by the careful munificence of the prince, to poiſe and balance thoſe important

diſburſements, which the ill neighbourhood of the ocean does oblige them to, in

fortifying the Marſh with perpetual defences and dams againſt its aſſaults and erup

tions. Having thus diſcovered ſomething in relation to the cuſtoms of Kent, before

I advance farther into the land, I ſhall repreſent what care our former kings have

embarked themſelves in, to ſecure the ſea, by fixing ſea-watches and other military

guards upon all the avenues and inlets of the coaſt, to repreſs and check the attempts

of any bold intruder, as if their own ſafety and indemnity were folded up in the ſecu

rity of this county.

Touching then ſea-watches upon the coaſt, there are three preſidents, and

a mandate from the king to the ſheriff in a time of a more modern inſcription,

for performing the like ſervice. The firſt, containing the watch by night, in record

is ſtyled Vigilie minute, which are due of right and cuſtom to be made by the men

of certain hundreds, as by the title thereof, and the writ for execution of the ſame

may appear.

The ſecond concluding the day-watch, hence called wardan, is arbitrary, and at

the pleaſure of thoſe, which in time of war and common danger, had authority to

appoint them; of theſe there are three examples, one of the ninth of Edward the third,

(which I intend principally to trace, as being the original to the other) which year

he made preparation to invade France, and to vindicate his title to the crown, and

the other in the twentieth of Edward the third, in which year he ſailed into France,

and triumphed in the ſignal battle of Creſſey. -

The third deſcribeth to whoſe charge ſeveral parts of the ſhore were aſſigned for

defence, in the twenty ninth of Edward the third, at which time he paſt into France

and was vićtorious in the encounter of Poićtiers. It diſcovers alſo what parts of the

ſhire were to reſort to the coaſt for protećtion of the ſame. This order is arbitrary

alſo
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alſo, as they that in the record are ſtiled refores comitatus, (that is, lieutenants o

the ſhire) ſhall think meet to appoint.

Warda affeſa per dom. Willielmum de Clinton, Comitem de Huntingdom, johannem de

Colham, & Thomam de Aldon, in com. Cantii, ſuper cofferam maris anno regmi regis,

JEdwardi Tertii undecimo. - -

videlicet, apud la 2 enlade in Hoo.

Prior Roffenſ; 8 homi- Hobilers ſupra eandem

mes ad arma. wardam.

Philip de Pimpe 2. Rogerus de Eſcheker.

Thomas Malmains 2. , Johannes Atford.

johannes de Fremingham 2. Robertus Viane.

Stephanus de Dalham 2. Henricus Lomes.

Thomas Walran 2. Robertus le-Fame. .

johannes Gifford 2. Michael Somers de Higham.

Henry de Gresford jo. Mortimer de Clives.

1 Hominem ad arma.

Summa, hujus Warde 13. homines ad arma, & 7. hobilers.

Wigili.e minute ſuper cofferam maris per bomines diverſarum hundredorum villatarum ſicut

in antiquo tempore fieri conſuevit -

Hundredum de Hoo 9. homines ad vigilandum apud la 2 enlade, viz., hundredo de

Hoo 2. de Malling 1. de Shamed 5. de Dertford 1.

Vigiliae de Shepeia.

juxta Feverſham debent fieri de 33. bominibus, unde de Milton & Merden 25, de.

Boćion 3. de Feverſham 5. *

Apud Denge neſe per 12. unde de 7. hundreds omnes. Apud Swale per 5. unde de

Milton & Marden omnes. Apud Greiftone per 12. homines, unde de Whitſtaple 1. de

Blengate 3. de Kinghamford 2. de Weſtgate 2. de Downhamford 2. de Brugge 2. Apud

Elmes per 6. homines, unde de Sančio Martino 2. de Oxneia 1. de Aloes-Bridge 2. de

Longport 1. Apud Broadhul per 6. homines, unde de Street & Worth 4. de Newchurch r.

de Hamme 1. de Henei. Apud Sebroke per 12. homines, unde de Longbridge & Chart 3. de

Calehill 3. de Bircholt I. de Wye 5. Apud Sangate per 6. bomines, unde de Folkšion 4.

de Lovingborough 1. de Stouting 1.

Warda de Shepey apud le Swale.

Humfridus de Norwood Hobilers ſuper eandem.

2. Homines ad arma. Lawrence de Ottringden.

Thomas de Rokeſly 2. Bernard de Punch.

johannes de Morſion 1. jo. Fitz Richard.

Summa, 5. homines ad arma, & 3. bobilers. Prioriſa de Shepey

Warda apud Fordmer in eadem. Hobilers ſuper eandem

3. bomines ad arma. Willielmus de Middleton.

- Bartholomeus Watton.

Summa, 3. homimes ad arma, & 3. hobilers. john Peyforer de Shepey.

Warda apud Werden in eadem.

Abbas de Boxle 2 homines ad arma. Hobilers ſuper eandem.

Margareta quae fuit uxor Stephanus Bockland.

Willielmi de Ore 1. johannes Fremdiffer.

Robertus Cheyne I. johannes Er.

Summa 4. homines ad arma & 3 hobilers.

Warda apud Moſebole in eadem.

Prior de Leeds 3, homines ad arma. Hobilers ſuper eandem.

Rob. de Folkſton.

Bartholom. Savage.

Thomas Savage.

- john Donkin.

Summa patet, viz, 3 homines ad arma & 4. bobilers.

Warda
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Warda apud Ryde in eadem. Holilers ſuper candem.

Matilda de Adel 1. hominem johannes de Bladachild.

ad arma. º Walter de Wiſe.

Domina johanna de Bocland 1. Rºgerus de Norwood.

Summa, 2. homines ad arma, & 3. bobilers.

Warda apud Grºſion. -

jocmma uxor Thomae Fever

ſham 2. homines ad arma.

Margareta Champaigne 2.

Holilers ſuper eandºn.

Arnold de Eſºling.

Michael de Broº.

Robert At Berton.

john de Eſthure.

Hamo de Herff.

Summa, 4. homines ad arma & 6. holilers. Johannes de Sobbing.

Warda apud Tenet.

Abbas Samāli Auguſtini 12. homines Holilºrs.

ad arma. Thomas Poſºn 5.

Magiſter Henricus de Shorne. Henry de Stoners 6.

2. homimes ad arma. - john Shereve.

Warda apud Sandwich & Sančiam Margaretam apud Dale, iſ illiam de Manſion 2.

Robert Sherve 3.

Petrus Heyward 4.

Prior Eccleſiae Chriſti Cant. Holilers.

Io. homines ad arma. Henry Thornton.

joannes Malmains miles 2.

Nicholas de Sandwico 2.

johammes de Walmer 2.

joannes de Goſhall 1.

Richard de Reting.

john Soles.

Thomas de Allen.

Thomas de Goodneffon.

Nicholas filius Thom.c Henry Daniel

de Sandwico 1. - john Petit.

Thomas Chich I. john Foulmede.

john Sandhurſt 1. - Henry Brudelond.

Tho. filius johannis - john Sheluing.

Edward Staplegate.

William Berton.

Richard Godwin.

Richard Fitzbernard.

john Betleſhanger.

john Erdoryard.

Thomas Groting.

Nigellus Hºhetare.

Retling de Reiling 1.

- ** - Thomas Chelmin.

Adbac de eadem warda apud Walmer, Abbas de Langdon I. bominem ad arma,

Hobilers. -

Prior Santii Gregorii 2. john Penny.

Prior de Dover 3. - john de Polre.

Abbas Santiae Radegunde 3. IVilliam Whitfield.

Domus Dei de Dover 2. john Fitz.

Abbas, de Feverſham 2. john at Check.

Thomas Perot.

Robert Greenſted.

jacob Kingſwood.

Eudo Shillingheld.

Warda aſſeſſa per dominum Willielmus de Clinton, Comitem de Huntingdon, joannem de

Cobham, & Thomam de Aldon, in comitatu Cantii ſuper coſtaram maris anno regni regis

Edwardi tertii undecimo. -

*-

Warda apud Denge Merſh.

Hobilers ſuper eandem,

Willielmus Aleyn, -

john Ellis de Dengemerſ,

C -

Henricus de Valoins, miles,

unum hominem ad arma,

Abbas de Reding unum,

joannes
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joannes de Betham unum,

johammes de Beteringdem umum,

Stephamus de Fer/%am umum,

joannes de JVinch umum,

Margeria de Shurlamd umum,

I/abela de Roke/ley unum,

Ißlda Imge unum,

Ajjicia de Cobham duos,

Homines ad arma,

joanna qu.e fuit uxor Walteri

de Huntingfield, duos homines

ad arma.

Summa hominum ad arma

apud Dei gemer/, 14.

Haereder Roberti de

Sharffed,

Robertus Samfon,

Heredes Roberti

Pyfëmdem,

Adam Henry,

Adam JJ^illiam,

J%/Jielmus Tbirbarne,

Robertus att Hall

“Tbomas at Capell,

Margeria qu.e fuit uxor

Hamonis Colbrand,

Tbomas Browme,

jacobus at Capell.

Et quod unufjui/jue praediíforum hominum ad arma babeat fecum fagittarium bonum

(that is, a good archer or bowman) fuper coffaram maris.

Et quod fiat /ignum alique fupra coffaram maris, & ubi neceffè fuerit lebe elevetur cum

Pitchpot, & mom cum minuto ligno, quia hujufmodi /igna magis apparebumt & longius

durabunt.

JVarda apad Denge Mer/b per 12. homines de fèptem humdredis.

J;^arda apud Helms Kemell per 7. homines, unde de humdredo St. Martimi 2. de Oxmey,

2. de Aloes bridge 2. de Langport I.

JVarda apud Broadhull, per 9. bomimes, umde de humdredo de Street 2. de humdredo de

JVortò 2. de humdredo de New-cburch 2. de humdredo de Felborough. 3.

JYarda apud Seabroke, per 12. homines, umde de humdredo de Hamme I. de humdredo

de Longbridg & Chart 3. de humdredo de Calebill 3. de humdredo de Bircbolt, &.de

bumdredo de Wye 5.

VVarda apud Lefwale per 4. homines de Middleton & Mardem 9.

JVarda apud Sangate per 4. bomines, unde de humdredo de Folkffwm & Longbredge 2.

de Stouting 2. & de Petham 1.

JVarda affeffa fuper coftaram maris per johannem Cobham, Rogerum de Northwood,

%Thomam de Brockhull & J/illielmum Langley vicecomitem poff Pafcham anno regni regis

Edwardi tertii viceffimo, regni vero fui Franciae o£tavo.

Varda apud Denge Mer/h.

Prior de Bil/ington cum aliis fibi affignatis prout momima eorum particulariter fumt im

praediéfo veteri rotulo fcripta ad mumerum 14. bomimum hobelarum ibidem quorum

Momima recitamtur im praediäo antiquo rotulo ad mumerum perfomarum.

Minuta Vigilia ibidem (vid.) per 12. homines de fèptem humdredis.

Cuftodes affignati fuper litora maris periculofa per reëtores comitatus praediííi,

fcilicet Camtii 12. die Maii ammo regni regis Edwardi tertii quadrageffimo quinto.

- Apud Caffrum de Saltwood.

Dominus archiepifcopus Camtuarienfis cuftodiat caftrum fuum de Saltwood cum rationabili

poffe fuo in confortatione villarum de Heth & Rummey, & litora maris juxta Sangate

ajdacemtia uma cum auxilio bominum patriae illius juxta modum confuetum.

- In Infula Tameti.

Abbas St. Augufiimi & prior ecclefia Chrifti Camtuarenfis, Thomas Chicb, &

Thomas de St. Nicholao uma cum hominibus infule.

Apud Dale fue Dele.

johammes de Cobbam, Rogerus de Cobbam, JVillielmus de Cobham & Tbomas de

Cobham, Milites, apud Dele & illas partes.

Apud Effrye.

JVilliam de Paveley, miles, Galfridus de Colepeper, Richardus Charles & }acobus

„de Peckham, apud Egffrey verfus partes maris.

Apud Walmer.

johannes de Criol, prior fan£ìi Gregorii, prior de Leeds, abbas de Lefhes, Thomas

_d: Moramt, & Henricus de Apuldrefield, una cum hominibus patriae.

Apud
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Apud Greifton.

Dominus de Say, Robertus de Nottingham, Willielmus de Apulderfield, Thomas Fever

fham, und cum hominibus patriae.

Apud Acriſe reſpešu de Folkſton.

johannes de Clinton, Stephanus de Valoins, johannes Berry, Radulphus de St. Leger,

Arnoldus St. Leger, Thomas Travers, milites; johannes de Brockhull & johannes Fre

mingham cum auxilio patriae verſus Dover. -

Apid 7 enlade.

Epiſcopus Roffenſis & Prior Roffenſis apud Yamlade in Hoo.

Apud Lidde & Promhill.

Prior de Tunbregge, prior de Combwell, prior de Biſngton, johannes Colepeper,

johammes Diggenby, Rogerus Diggenby, Thomas Archeriges, Johannes Bynott, &

Willielmus Horne, apud Lidde & Promhill, und cum hominibus de ſeptem hundreds

In Inſula Shepty.

Abbas de Boxley, Johannes de Northwood, Thomas Apuldrefield, miles, johannes Rafton,

JWillielmus Syme, johammes de Manny, Ricardus de Blore, in inſula de Shepty, umā cum homi

milus juſdºm inſulae, nec non hundredorum de Tenham, Gillingham, Mddleton, & Marden.

Before I ſhut up this diſcourſe concerning ſea-watches, I ſhall repreſent to the

reader the draught of a praecipe directed to Gervas Clifton Eſq; ſheriff of Kent in

the twenty ſixth year of Henry the ſixth, by that prince, by which we may calculate

the extent and latitude of thoſe commands he was to regulate himſelf by, in his care

and proviſion for the defence and indemnity of this county, againſt the eruptions of

any foreign violence whatſoever.

Rex vicecomiti Kantii ſalutem. Quia datum eſt nobis intelligi quod mommuli inimici moffri

ſuper mare ſº tementes, regnum noſtrum Anglie in diverſis locis ingredi inten unt, &c. Nos

malitie ſue obviare volentes, tibi precipimus firmiter injuggettes, quod ſatim viſis pre

ſentibus infra balivam tuam tam infra libertates quâm extra, ubimelius & expeditius videris

faciendum, ex parte noſtra pºtblice proclamari facias, quod omnes & ſinguli ligei moſłri de

balivá tuá, qui vigilias apud Promhill, Helmes, Kenell, & Denge Marſh, ac in aliis locis

ibidem adjacentiºus & convicinis ſuper coſleras maris antiquitus cuſtodire dºeant & ſºlºbant

bujuſmodi vigilias in eiſdem locis cuſtodiant & cuſtodire faciant; ita quod (defºlu vigilia

rum predičiarum) ſity pana fori failure omnium quae nobis foriſacere paſſant, damnum,

periculum aut gravamen nobis aut populo noſtro non eveniat ullo modo, & quod lege; mºſri

commitatus tui, ſigna vocata Beacons in locis conſiſetis, per quae genies de adventu inimicorum

preditiorum congruis temporibus poterint prºmoneri, ponent, & pºni fanciant: et Hoc ſub

periculo incumbente nullatenus omittatis. Teſte me ipſo apud ºftm. guarto die Augifti,
anno regni noſtri 29. - f

Becauſe there hath been frequent mention of Hobilers in the aboveſaid diſcourſe,

I ſhall diſcover to the reader a brief portraiture of them, as I have copied it by that

original which hath been penciled out by the learned induſtry of Sir Henry Spelman

in his Goſſary. -

The word Hobiler, ſays he, is derived from the French word Hobill, which im

ports as much as a light quilted caffock; and indeed all the Latin records ſay, they

ſhould be wampaſa armati, which ſignifies or denotes a jack; and in ſome parts

both of Germany and the low countries, at this day wanpas is uſed to expreſs a

doublet or a ſhort caſſock: and if you will know with what horſe they were equipped

or furniſhed for ſervice, the aboveſaid author will tell you, that every Hobiler

ſhould be mediocri equo inſtructus, & ad omnem matum agili; a horſe of no great pro

portion, but light, and fitted for all manner of ſervice.

Having repreſented to the reader, how ſedulous the princes of this nation were in

modern times, to ſecure the maritime ſhores of Kent, which like a girdle of ſand

almoſt inveſted this county, I ſhall now diſcover briefly, and in landſkip, how they

were guarded, fortified, and preſerved, in times of an elder inſcription; which diſ

courſe I ſhall marſhal under the notion of Littus Saxonicum. .

- º We
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We are now come to ſpeak of the ſea coaſt, which the Romans termed L ITTUS

SA XO NICU M, that is, the Saxon ſhore; and as the oppoſite ſhore unto it from the

river Rhene to Xantoiane in France, had a ruler over it from Diocleſian's time, whom

Marcellinus calleth trºus maritimi comitem, that is, the count or lieutenant of the

maratime tract; the book called Natuia Provinciorum, ſtileth, the honourableearlor lieu

tenant of the Saxon ſhore along Britain; whoſe office was wi.h garriſons, ſet upon

the ſhore in places convenient, to repr is the depredations, ſpoils, and robberies of

the Barbarians, but of Savons eſpecially, who grievouſly infeſted Britain. And he

had relation in point of command, under the right honourable general of the foot men,
- - - -- - 5

whom they called Preſentelis, who befices the garriſons lying at the havens aſſigned

unto him at all aſſays for the defence thereof, had viciores juniores Britannicianos,

primanos juniores, & ſecºndenos juniores (theſe are the names of certain bands or

companies) theſe he had for his under officers. Principem ex officio magiſtri preſentalium

a parte peditum nºmerarios duos, Commentarienſem, Cornicularium, Adjutorem, Subadjuvam,

Regerendarium, Exceptores ſingulares, &c. The formalities of the enſigns and Com

miſſion affigned to this great officer, are thus deſcribed in my former author, and

were inſtituted about MCC * years paſt, or about Thedoſius the ſecond, which falls

near the laſt times, wherein the Roman empire extended itſelf hither.

Sº P L A T E. Figure I.

This Comes littoris Saxonici was as admiral of that time, and placed againſt the

maritime incurſions of the Saxons, or thoſe of the weſt part of Germany that were

known moſt commonly by that name; the charge or impreſs of his enſign was nine

maritime towns, but thus placed on the form of the whole iſland. That which

- appears

* Notitia provinor

º

f
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in the cantorf of the banner, beſides the towns names is thus expounded by Panci

rollus who notes them to be ſigles, and parts of words ſo well and commonly known

in the office of the court of the notaries, or of the clerks of the crown, that it needed

not they ſhould be more largely expreſſed ; the words he thinks are theſe felix liber

injunglus notariis laterculi continens mandata ordine principis or primicerii, which was the

maſter or preſident of the clerks of the crown; and for his garriſons he had under

him 2200 foot and 200 horſe, with his officers thus expreſſed. - - -

Sub diſpoſitione veri ſpeñabilis C O M IT IS LIT T Q R T S S AXO NICI

per B R IT A N N I A M.

Prepoſitäs numeri Fortenſium, OTHOMAE,

Praepoſitus numeri Tungrícamorum, DUBRI,

Prapoſtus numeri Turnacenſium, PORTU LEMANNO,

Prepoſitus equitum dalmatarum Branodumenſium, BRANODUNO.

Prepoſius equitum ſtableſianorum Garianomenſium, G.MRIANNONO, -

Tribunus cohortis primº Petaſiorum, REGULBIO,

Prepoſitus legionis 11. Aug. RUTUPI,

Praepoſitus numeri abulcorum, ANDERIDA,

Prepoſitus numeri exploratorum, PORTU ADURNI.

• Officium autem habet idem vir

- fpečiabilis COMES hoc modo,

Principem, ex officio magiſtri praeſentalium & parte peditum

Numerarios duos ut ſupra, ex officio preditio

Comentarienſem, ex officio ſuperraditio,

Úornicularium adjutorem,

Subadiuvam, * Regerendarium,

Exceptores . . . Singulares,

Et reliquos officialos.

For the maritime towns within this government are mentioned here, Othoma is

conceived by Mr. Camden and ſome other learned men, to have been in the hundred

of Dengy in Eſſex, in the ſame place or near where St. Peters in the wall is. And

to this day doth not Brithlingſey, a town adjacent, remain a member of Sandwich,

and under the government of the lord warden of the cinque ports 2

Beſides the teſtimony of fundry inquiſitions of ſurvey of the lord wardens admiral

juriſdićtion, do they not croſs in direct line from the ſouth foreland, which is by

Margate in Thanet, and ſo turning up to Reculver, croſs the main ocean to the

Langrell Point in Eſſex, paſſing along St Peters in the wall, where this Othoma is

ſaid to have been 2 Dubris was Dover ; Lemanni or Lemannis (which is Portus Lemanni

in Antonius, and AIMHN in Ptolomy, but not it ſeems as the word

is ſignificant in Greek, but as it was made from the Britiſh name) Lime, or Limehill

in Kent, the place where Caeſar landed when he conquered Britain; and doth not

Shipwey (the place where the lord warden of the ports taketh his oath upon his firſt

entrance into that government) lie in Lime, and is yet within his government 2 as alſo

Hyth, which implieth as much as portus in Latin, that is, haven, one of the five

ports adjoining, and Stutfall caſtle, at the foot of Lime-hill, was it not a fortreſs

built by the Romans for the Saxon ſhore, Regulbium Reculver, at which the water

Genlade or Wantſum entered in, and paſſing by Sarre, a place yet under the lord

warden's juriſdićtion, inſulated the iſle of Thanet? Rutupis Richborrow near Sandwich

on the ſame ſhore, and Anderida were ſituate near Newenden in Kent upon the river

of Rother, that anciently paſſed by Apeldore Apeldore, and diſembogued itſelf into

the ocean at Romney, one of the ports upon the Saxon ſhore, and under the lord

wardens government: Portus Adurmi is ſuppoſed to have been Arundel, or Edrington

near Shorham in Suſſex; Branodunum is taken for Brancaſter in Norfolk, and Gariono

or Gariononum for Yarmouth, both of which lying upon the Saxon ſhore in Norfolk.

And do not the barons of the portsº a Privilege upon the ſea coaſt, ſending

yearly two of their barons as theirº s to join with them of Yarmouth, ſince they

were:
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were incorporated in the adminiſtration of public juſtice, during the free fiſhing fair,

which thing they have uſed to do before ever the town of Yarmouth was built?

The fortreſs where the garriſon appointed for the defence of this part of the Saxon

ſhore was reſident, is now called Borough caſtle adjoining to the river of Yare, as

Mr. Camden hath obſerved in his deſcription of that place. -

The barons of the ports did anciently ſend ſeven of their barons bailiffs to Yar

mouth, and after reduced that number to four, whereof two were ſent to ſee juſtice

and right done among the portſmen that did fiſh upon the Saxon ſhore, where Brano

donum in Norfolk ſtood, and in thoſe times they continued forty days, which fince

hath been reduced to two bailiffs 3 and their time of ſtay to twenty days, the cerimo

nial of their entrance and reception into Yarmouth, continues ſome ſimilitude of

what is before expreſſed yearly upon the vigil of St. Michael the archangel; the

bailiffs of the barons of the ports, with the banner or enſign of their incorporation

diſplayed, and of this form ride on horſeback into the ſaid town, to the houſe pro

vided for them, during their abode ; and are to be received with civil and mutual

reſpect by the magiſtrates of that place.

The officers attending upon

the bailiffs of the barons of

the ports are theſe;

A regiſter,

A ſerjeant of the banner

A ſerjeant of the born,

Serjeants at mace.

As for that officer called the ſerjeant of

the horn, be it underſtood as an ancient

- - note of the ports tenure by cornage, from

king Canutus's time, by which, as the beſt cuſtomals of the cinque ports inform

me, their motes and public aſſemblies are ſummoned, ſomitu cornu.

Having entered into a diſcourſe of the cinque ports, I ſhall take a farther proſpećt

of thoſe privileges they were inveſted with, from or before the conqueſt, eſpecially

by that ſignal charter which was granted to them in the twentieth year of Edward

the firſt. Firſt, when they were exempted from all taxes and tallages, that they

might with more vigour and alacrity be encouraged and emboldened to attend the

public ſervice.

Secondly, they had ſac and ſoc : ſac is a privilege to take cogniſance of cauſes

either criminal or civil within their own courts; ſoc is a power planted in them to

compel all perſons which live within the confines of their liberties to plead in their

courts, and from hence anciently they were called ſoccmanni, that is, ſuiters to that

court, where they were forced to plead.

Thirdly, they had toll and theam: toll was a liberty of buying and ſelling within

their own juriſdićtion, and a power to receive the toll or gabel impoſed on commo

dities there vended. Theam is both a civil and coercive power or juriſdićtion ſettled

in them by charter, over all thoſe who are inhabitants of the cinque ports, or any of

the limbs or members of them.

Fourthly, they had bloodwith and fledwith: bloodwith is a power to puniſh the

effuſion of blood; fledwith is an authority to puniſh thoſe who having committed any

miſdemeanor or outrage, and ſeeking to ſecure themſelves by flight, are again ſeized

upon, and offered up to deſerved juſtice.

Fifthly, they had pillory and tumbrell: tumbrell was an engine much reſembling

our cucking ſtool, and was inſtituted to reſtrain the fury of loud clamorous and im.

petuous women.

Sixthly, they had infangtheof and outfangetheof; that is a power to impriſon, and

upon juſt and legal evidence (which is the lanthorn of the law) to execute all#
e though



K E W T Surveyed and Illuſtrated. + r.

though foreigners and aliens, which ſhould commit any felony in places ſubjećt to their

juriſdićtion.

Seventhly, they had mundbriech; that is, a privilege to raiſe banks and mounds

on any perſons land whatſoever, whoſe property lay within their juriſdićtion, to

ſecure the common intereſt from the eruption and caſual inundations of the ſea.

Eighthly, they had waives, called by a general name in old law Latin, weveragium,

and ſtrays: waives was a word of a common latitude, uſed to ſignify all thoſe things,

either wandring chattel or other goods, which being waved or loſt, and not claimed

within a year and a day, were to be poſſeſſed by thoſe within whoſe juriſdićtion they

were ſeized, according to that of the civil law, que nullius juris ſunt, & pro dereliğis

habentur, cedunt occupanti. Strays is a word of a more circumſcribed and reſtrained

ſenſe, relating only to ſtraggling cattle; to whom if none did entitle themſelves by

claim in a year and a day, their property was inveſted in thoſe who poſſeſſed them.

Ninthly, they had waſte and ſtrep, or eſtrepinent: waſte was that parcel ofcommon

earth, which by preſcription and cuſtom, belonged to the crown, but by charter was

enſtated on them. Strep or Eſtrepinent, is a power granted to them to cut down

trees within their own juriſdićtion, without impeachment of waſte.

In the tenth place, they had the grant of flotſom, jetſom, witſom: flotſom was

goods upon tome viſible wrack floating to the ſhore jetſom was goods in a ſtorm

thrown overboard to preſerve the ſhip, and ſinking, did again buoy up themſelves,

and were again by the agitation of the waves thrown on the ſand. Witſom was

oods driven to the ſhore, when there had not been for ſome ſpace, any wrack viſible;

#. whence they were anciently ſtiled, goods of God’s mercy, wit, in old Engliſh

importing as much as miſtricordia in Latin. . . - -

Their eleventh privilege was to be a guild, that is, a fraternity or combination of

men that had all the franchiſes of court-leet and court baron annexed to them, as

likewiſe they were endowed with a power upon emergent occaſions, to improve

the common intereſt, to lay aſſeſſments and taxes upon the inhabitants of the cinque

ports and their members; the word guild being extracted from an old Latin word

called geldo, which ſignifies to tax.

Their twelfth franchiſe was to aſſemble at Shepway, which was anciently called the

portmote or parliament of the cinque ports; there they puniſhed the infringers of

their privileges, and amerced all thoſe who being inhabitants of the cinque ports, or

of thoſe towns which were circumſcribed within their juriſdićtion, ſued out of thoſe

courts which were properly eſtabliſhed to hear and determine all cauſes ariſing within

their liberties; here likewiſe they had authority, by royal conceſſion, to make by

laws and ordinances, for the common good and profit of the cinque ports, and for

the better regulating (as the exigency of affairs might ſeem to exact) the herring fiſh

ing at Yarmouth; and that this court in the power of it might appear to be the

counterpane of that great original of power, the high court of parliament, all appeals

from the inferior and ſubordinate courts of the cinque ports were tranſmitted and

transferred to this of Shepway.

Laſtly, the barons of the cinque ports claim by inherent cuſtom and preſcription,

which is grown up and confirmed by a tacit conſent between them and the king, to

ſupport the four ſtaves of the canopy that covers the king's head at his coronation,

and after to dine at the uppermoſt table in the great hall on his right hand.

There are other franchiſes and privileges circumſcribed within the verge and cir

cumference of the above recited charter, as the taking cognizance of the aſſize of

bread and beer, and ſome others; which becauſe they are not of that importance or

conſideration as thoſe which before were rehearſed, and moreover finding that they

are calculated for the meridian of many other corporations beſides that of the cinque

Ports, I have at preſent forborn any farther recital of them.

Now if any one will enquire what the cinque ports” were to ačt by way of recom

pence or retrition, for theſe ſo ſolemn and ſignal charaćters and demonſtrations of

royal favour; to this I anſwer, that they were to find fifty ſeven ſhips at their own

charge, for the ſpace of fifteen days, to attend the king whenſoever he ſhould Fº
tilt:

* At the making of the book of Domeſday, there ports were 2dded to them by the conqueror, viz.

were but three privileged ports named in that book, Hattings and Hyth. Of this number of five, were

viz. Dover, Sandwich and Romney; after, two called the cinque ports.
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the ſeas: whereof Haſting was to find twenty one, Sandwich five, Hyth five,

Romney five, and Dover twenty one ; each of which was to be furniſhed with one

and twenty men, and a garcion or boy; the maſter's ſtipend was to amount to 6d.

the conſtables to a ſalary of the ſame value, and each vulgar mariner was to have

three pence per diem; and if the obligation of affairs ſo required it that they attended

the king beyond the extent of fifteen days, then they were for the time following, to

be ſupported in their expences at the charge of the crown. Now becauſe the wiſ.

dom of after times thought this too vaſt and burdenſome an expence, to be ſolely

and wholly ſuſtained by the cinque ports, therefore there were ſeveral other towns

and villages that lay ſcattered in the body of this nation, that were made members

and limbs of the cinque ports, and inveſted and fortified with the ſame immunities

and liberties, that they might by conſequence be enwrapped and engaged in the

ſame common expence. The names of thoſe which are ſituated in Kent are as fol

loweth; viz. Sandwich had the addition of Fordwich, Sarre, Ramſgate, Deal,

Walmer and Stoner. Dover had Feverſham, Birchington, St. Johns, St. Peters,

Ridlingſwould and Folkſtone. Hyth had Weſt-Hyth. Romney had old Romney,

Lydde, Promhill, Dengemerſh, and Orwelfton. Haſtings and Winchelſey had in

Kent, as their appendages, Bekeſbourn, Grench and Tenterden. As a l'envoy to

the cinque ports, I ſhall repreſent a ſummary or bedroll, of all thoſe perſons of eſteem

that have had the honour to have been dignified with the title of lord wardens of the

cinque ports; which ſcroll or regiſter I have collected out of an ancient manuſcript,

and are in their ſeries or ſucceſſion as followeth, viz.

1 john de Fiennes,

2 james de Fiennes

3 john de Fiennes,

4. Walkelinus,

de Magminot,

5 Allen de Fiemmes,

6 james de Fiennes,

Matthew de Clere,

J/illiam de Wrotham

Hubert de Burgo,

Hethat ſo ſtoutly aſſerted

the intereſt of king John

and the caſtle of Dover

likewiſe, againſt Lewis

the Dauphin of France.

1o Bertram de Criol,

1 I Richard le Gray,

12 Henry de Braybrook,

13 Edward, then prince,

but after king, by the

name of Edw. the firſt;

and Henry de Cobham

was his ſubſtitute.

14 Henry de Monteford,

15 Roger de Leybourn,

16 Stephen de Pencheſter,

17 Sir Robert Aſhton, ibidem

ſepultus, id eſ; Dubri.

18 Simon de Crey,

19 Hugh le Spencer,

20 Edward de Woodſtock,

ſ

2 I Reginald de Cobham,

22 Bartholomew Ld.

Burgherſ; or Burwaſh

23 john le Beauchamp,

24 Sir Ralph Spigurmel,

25 Sir Robert Herle,

26 Robert, earl of Cam

bridge,

27 Simon Burleigh,

28 Henry le Cobham,

29 Sir john Enroſe, and in

ſome copies le Roſe,

3o Sir Thomas Beaumont,

31 Edward, duke of Au

merle and York.

32 Sir Thomas Erpingham,

33 Prince Henry, afterking

Henry the fifth.

34 Humphrey, duke ofGlo

ceſter.

35 james Fiennes lord Say,

whom Jack Cade be

headed.

36 Edmund, dukeofSomer

ſet.

37 Humphrey Stafford, duke

of Buckingham.

38 Simon Montfort.

39 Richard Nevil, earl of

Warwick.

40 WilliamearlofArundell.

4. Richard duke of Gloce

fter, after Richard the

third.

42 Sir William Scot,

43 james Fiemmes, lord Say,

Hen. in his father's life

time after Hen.the eighth

44 Arthur Plantagenet Viſ.

count Liſle, natural ſon

to Edward the fourth.

45 Sir Edward Poynings,

46 Henry, earl of Rich

mond.

47 Sir Edward Guldeford,

48 George Boleyn Wiſcount

Rochford. -

49 Sir Thomas Cheyney,

5o Sir William Brook lord

Cobham.

Henry Brook lord Cob

ham,

51 Henry Howard earl of

Northampton.

52 Edward Zouch lord

Haringworth,

53 George Williers duke of

Buckingham,

54. Theophilus Howard earl

of Suffolk.

55 james duke of Lenox

and Richmond.

Having diſcovered to the reader, a ſcale of thoſe who were ſucceſſively lord war

dens of the cinque ports, I ſhall now from authentic records and regiſters, repreſent

a catalogue of thoſe who were ſubſtituted lieutenants of Dover caſtle, alterna vice

under them.

Hugh

f
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Hugh deº Temp. Gulielmi

Simon de Averenches

john de Stoner,

Alan de Heyton,

Henry de Eſſex,

Mat. de Clere

MWill de Albemarle,

Simon de Averenches

Barthol. de Criol,

Thomas Baſſett,

Will. de Huntingfield

Will. de Wrotham,

Will. de Brewer,

Alan de Buckland.

gervill.

Bertram de Hells,

Rob. de Burgberſt,

Robert Walleran,

Henry de Cobham,

Henry Montfort, .

Roger Leybourn. J

Reginald le Wiſcount,

Thomas de Inſula,

Robert de Burgherſ,

Bertram de Crioll, J

Will. de Averenches,

Robert de Hereford,

job de Wallde Wal- -

de wars chare,

William de Lea,

Peter de Hanekin

john de Walde wars

chare,

William de Scotten,

Nicholas de Crioll, J

Giles de Badeleſmer,"

Sr. Thomas Brock

bull.

William Barry,

Ralph de Va'aigns bis

Robert Herle,

Andrew Gulford,

Peter Read, -

Rob de Welleſham bis

Rufi& Henricipri

mi.

} Temp. Henry. II.

Temp. Richard. II.

Temp. regis Joan
IllS.

& regis Hen. III.

J

Sr. RichardBaj Temp. reg. Joannis

"

* Temp. Hen. III.

Temp. Edward. I.

>

Temp. Edward. II.

} Temp. Edward. III.

Roger de Welſham,

james Haut,

Sr. Richard Mal- Temp. Rich. II.

main,

Sr. Will. Walworth

| john Clinton,

| john Copledike.

Sr. job. Devereux,)

Peter Wigmore bis, i.

Temp. Richard II.

john Hakenthorp,

Arnold Savage,

Sr. Richard Dering,

Sr. Robert Berney,

Sr. Philip Lewis,

Andrew Boteler,

Richard Barrey,

john Mortimer,

Tho. Fitz-Allen earl

of Arundel, conſti

tuted lieutenant

under Hen. prince

of Wales, the

13th of Hen. IV.J

Richard Nedham, }

Temp. Hen. IV.

Temp. Hen. IV.

Sr. Thomas Kerict,

Gervais Clifton,

Richard Nedham,

William Keriell, -

Richard: Temp, Hen. VI.

Thomas Hextall,

Otwell Worceley,

Temp. Hen. V.

& Hen. VI.

jobn Greenfend,

Edmund Ince,

Thomas Guldford.

Edward Cobham,

Sr. john Scott,

Sr. john D'evereux,

Philip FitzWilliam, º

Philip Fitz-Lewis,

Philip Lewis. J

jeffery Lowther, |

Temp Edward. VI.

Temp. Edward. IV.

& Hen. VII.

Sr. Edw. Poynings,

Sr. William Scott,

Sr. john Bourchier,

Sr. William Scott,

Edward Thwaits,ºar Zºyaltij }ºn Hen. VII.

Richard Dering, & Hen. VIII
1 CIl. V ill.

Richard Dering ter. - -

Richard Dering, Temp. Hen. VIII.

| Edw. VI. & Reginaejohn Monins, -

Mariae.
William Criſpe, -

JWilliam Criſpe,

Richard Barrey,

Sr. Thomas Vane,

} Temp. regi. Eliz.

Sr. Thomas Vane,

Sr. Thomas Waller,

Sr. Robert Brett,

Sr. john Brook,

Sr. Thomas Hamon,

Sr. Hen. Manwaring

Sr. john Hippºſey, j

Temp. regis Jacob.

Sir.
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Sr. john Hippſley, Sr. john Manwood, john Bois, Eſquire,

Sr. Edward Dering, Col H. Wentworth, Sr. Hen. Heyman, Temp. regis Ca

Sr. Tho. Colepeper, Sr. Edward Bois, Col. Algernon Sidney, ſ roli.

Col. Thomas Kelſey,

I might have been more copious in my diſcourſes of the cinque ports; but be

cauſe I intend to publiſh a particular treatiſe relating ſolely to their immunities, and

their juſt right to take cogniſance of the fiſhery at Yarmouth; I ſhall no farther in

fiſt upon this ſubjećt, but proceed. KENT, upon the firſt eruption of Hengiſt and

his Saxons upon this iſland, was repreſented by himſelf and his partizans under that

fair and noble charaćter, that after he had in many bloody deciſions broken the

ſtrength of the Britons, upon their ruins he laid the foundations of that greatneſs

on which he afterwards eſtabliſhed the throne, by which he aſcended to the height

of majeſty, and was the firſt of the Saxons whoſe hand ſwayed the Kentiſh ſcepter;

indeed Cyning, the old ſaxon word, implies no more than one that is dextrous and

cunning in the managery of the public affairs, and ſuch a one was Hengiſt; from

whom the ſeries of the kings of Kent, whom I am now to mention, did, as from their
- - - - ty

fountain, primitively ſtream forth:

455 1 Hengift, r Rocheſter. 759 14 Alwick, who was

488 2 Eſke or Oſca 617 6 Eadbald, ſlain at Otford

512 3 Ośla, , 641 7 Encombert, by Offa.

532 4 Immerick, 665 8 Egbert I. 794 15 Ethelbert III ſur

561 Ethelbert the firſt 673 9 Lortharius, named Pren,

chriſtian king, 686 10 Edrick, 797 16 Cuthred, .

founder of Chriſt- || 693 I I Wightred, in 805 17 Baldred, who in

church in Canter- ſome copies Mu- the year 827 loſt

bury, St. Paul's thred, both life&king

in London, and | 726 12 Egbert II. dom to Egbert.

St. Andrew's in 749 13 Ethelbert II.

Egbert having thus broken the kentiſh forces, and inoculated the ſcepter of Kent

upon that of his own, the title of king was for ever entombed in the ruins and tomb of

the ſlaughtered Baldred; nor was this country dignified with any title at all, until

the reign of Edward the confeſſor, and then that prince created Godwin earl of

Kent; a man of ſo low and obſcure an extračtion, that the concurrent teſtimony of all

authors do affirm, he was bubulci filius, the ſon of a cowherd: yet notwithſtanding,

he made himſelf ſo conſiderable, by his eruptions on ſeveral parts of this iſland by

land, and his depredations by ſea, that our Engliſh ſtory ſwells with the rehearſal of

his acts of devaſtation and piracy. Now if you would know from whence the Latin

word comes deduces its original, that is, the genus both to the French word Count, and

the Saxon word Earl or Eorlederman, (for that was the more ancient term) I ſhall in

a brief model repreſent it to you. The making of Counts anciently, as is affirmed by

Trebellius Pollio in the life of Macrianus, was in contubernium imperatorie majeſtatis ad

ſciſtere, to take ſome ſelect perſons into the chamber and fellowſhip of the imperial

majeſty: that Tiberius had ſome ſuch, is moſt certain; for Suetonius in his life,

mentions comites largitionum expeditionumque; whoſe firſt inſtitution is by Seneca in his

ſixth book de Bene, cap 34, referred and deſcribed to Gracchus and Livius Druſus;

they, ſaith he, apud nos primum inſtituerunt ſegregare turbam ſuam, & alios in ſecretum

recipere: and then again, habuerunt itaque iſli amicos primos, babuerunt & ſecundos; and

it is recorded of Alexander Severus by Lampridius, that amicos non ſolilm primi ac ſecundi

loci (which were certainly thoſe perſons which he had ſeparated from the vulgar

maſs of men) ſed etiam inferiores agrotantes viſeret. And Tacitus in his book de belle

Germanico relates, that the prince had duodecem comites, or twelve companions aſſigned

him, who tranſačted the great affairs both of war and peace; from which model it is

probable the twelve peers of France had their firſt original. In ages of a lower ſtep,

theſe comites were frequently called reguli. In Cantia, faith Malmſbury, omnis juſtitia la

borabat ſub cujuſdam gorongi regimine, qui tamen ſicut omnes reguli inſule vortigerno ſubſter

nehamtur. Afterwards when Hengiſt had eſtabliſhed his Kentiſh kingdom, the title

of
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of earl began to commence in Otho and Ebuſa, brothers to the aboveſaid Hengiſt,

as the ſame Malmſbury obſerves in his track de Geſtis Regum cap. 3. and the title of earl

was anciently expreſſed by the word comes amongſt the Saxons; for to king Ethelbert's

charter for the foundation of the Abby of St Auguſtins, cited by Reynerus, there

are theſe inſcriptions, Ego Hamigilus Dux laudavi, and then, Ego Occa Comes conſenſ,

EgoGraphio Cames benedixi; and there is an oldepitaph guoted by Mr. Selden in his Titles

of Honour, the ſubſtance of which is this; that Alwain which was founder of Ramſey.

Abby, was comes & aldermannus totius Angliae: but in decurſion of time, this word

Eolderman being uſed by others beſides thoſe to whom it was proper and analogical,

it began to languiſh into diſuſe, and the title of thane and earl was aſſumed, which

laſt hath remained in force until this day: now the relief of a thane (who was cer

tainly an earl by office, rather than title) if he were of the firſt rank, that is, had

the cuſtody of ſome county under the king, which he paid to the crown, was four

horſes, two ſaddled and two unſaddled; two ſwords, and four ſpears, and as many

ſhields ; and if he were of the ſecond rank, he paid two horſes, one ſaddled, and one

unſaddled, one ſword, two lancets, and as many ſhields, and fifty marks in ſilver;

ſometimes, if he were a thane of an inferior rank, he paid eight pound, and frequent

ly three pound. The relief which an earl paid conſtantly to the crown after the

Norman conqueſt, was (as Mr. Selden in his Titles of Honour, does demonſtrate out

of ſeveral records) an Iool.

Now the benefit which did accrue to the count or earl, beſides a barren and naked

title to ſupport the dignity of his perſon in its due magnificence and ſplendour, was

the third penny ariſing out of the profits of the county. Algar earl of Mercland, (as

Doomſday Book informs us) had the third penny of the county of Oxford, and the

borough of Stafford, under Edward the confeſſor. And Maude the empreſs, when

ſhe created Milo earl of Hereford, aſſigned to him for the ſupport of his honor, the

third penny of that county: manyº: of the like condition are diſcoverable in Mr.

Selden’s Titles of Honour, whither I refer the reader And as they had the third

penny, ſo they had frequently the caſtle of that county annexed to their title; but

when by experience, the kings of England were inſtructed how fatally pernicious it

was to have ſo many local powers concurrent with theirs, that by the ſtrength of their

retreat, and the number of confederates and partiſans, ſeemed even to outpoiſe the

royal authority, it was by a ſtatute made in the thirteenth year of Richard the ſecond,

for the future interdićted and prohibited.

Now if you will enquire when earls or counts from being abſolute, became feudal,

Sr. Henry Spelman, in his Gloſſary, will tell you that it was tempore Othonum, & ſub

exceſſa Merovina, ſtirpis in Galliá, that is, about the year one thouſand.

Now as concerning the enſigns of inveſtiture, with which the earl was created, it

was anciently only with the cinéture of a ſword, but after the latter end of Edward
the firſt, the coronet began to be in uſe; for Aymer de Vallence, earl of Pennbrook

who died in the fixteenth year of Edward the ſecond, had one, as appears by an in

ſtrument of William de Lavenham, cited by Mr Selden in his Titles of Honour, by

which he acknowledges the receipt of it from Mr Henry Stacheden in the twelfth

year of Edward the ſecond. Richard earl of Arundel, died in the forty ninth year of

Edward the third, and by his laſt will dated the fifth of December, gives his nobleſt

and richeſt coronet to his ſon the lord Richard Fitz-allan, his ſecond to the lady Joan

his eldeſt, the third he bequeaths to the lady Alice his youngeſt daughter. *

What the Counts Palatine were I ſhall now demonſtrate: they were taken immedi

ately e Palatio, from whence they aſſumed their name; and cuſtomarily ſuch as had

the neareſt relation to the prince, either by friendſhip or affinity, and to whoſe care

and adminiſtration, he did entruſt ſuch or ſuch a province; and the more to improve

and enable them in the diſcharge of their duty, did unite ſome privileges and fran

chiſes to their office; as erecting courts of judicature, appointing judges to fit in them,
and determine by ſignal deciſion, upon cauſes both criminal and civil, and others

of the like nature, that were of that luxuriant latitude, that they had the ſtamp and

charaćter of ſomething which reſembled regality fixt upon them. He that will diſ
COVCT
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cover by example more of this honorary title, may read Mr. Selden's Titles of Ho

nor, whither, to decline all ſuperfluity of diſcourſe, I refer to the reader.

I have now done with the title, I ſhall proceed to unwind the regiſter of thoſe who

were earls of Kent, ſubſequent to earl Godwin.

1067 i Odo biſhop of Baieux, half bro- || 1461 I I Will. Nevill, lord Fauconbridge.

ther to William the conqueror, 1464 12 Edmund Grey, lord Ruthin, lord

lord chief juſtice, and lord trea- treaſurer of England, created

ſurer of England. earl of Kent by king Edward

1 14.1 2 William de Ipre, the fourth.

1227 3 Hubert de Burg lord chiefjuſtice 13 George Grey.

of England. 14 Richard Grey,

1321 4 Edmund de Woodſtock ſon to king 15 Reginald Grey,

Edward the firſt. 16 Henry Grey,

1330 5 Edmund Plantaginet, 17 Charles Grey,

1333 6 john Plantaginet, 18 Henry Grey,

7 Thomas Holland earl of Kent, in 19 Anthony Grey clerk, parſon of

right of Joan his wife, who was Burbage in the county of Leice

daughter of Edmund of Wood- ſter, grandchild of Anthony,

. third ſon of George earl of Kont

1360 8 Thomas Holland, above-mentioned.

1397 9 Thomas Holland duke of Surry, 20 Henry Grey,

14oo 10 Thomas Holland lord high Ad- 21 Authony Grey earl of Kent,

miral of England. - 1658, but in his minority.

Having repreſented in proſpe&t the Comites and Conſules, the earls and conſuls

which were originally to manage thoſe provinces ſubordinate to the Roman govern

ment; I ſhall now take cogniſance of thoſe which were anciently ſtiled vice comites &

proconſules, and had care of the provincial revenues (in relation to which, they were

termed queſtores provinciarum) and the juriſdićtion of ſome cauſes only (as ſheriffs have

of divers actions viſcontiel) and inquiry of cauſes criminal, but not determination of

them. In the Saxon times, they were ſometimes called Eoldermen, and in Latin

vice comités, which was applyed to them, not as they were ſubſervient to the earl,

but as they adminiſtered juſtice when he was either dead or abſent. "Tis true, if we

diffečt the word Earldom, we ſhall diſcover the laſt ſyllable: dome is deduced from

dominion, and implies that the marſhall and civil government being anciently ſubor

dinate to counts and earls, there was ſome analogy and reſemblance in the cfficial

dignity of an earl, and a ſheriff, and certainly the word ſheriff imports no leſs, a

word contračted from the Saxon word Schyregereve, or Schyregrave.

The word is beſt interpreted by the laws, intituled the Confeſſor's, where we read

thus, ſcut modo vocantur Greves qui ſuper alics Prefe&uros habent ita apud Angles cnti

quitàs vocabantur Eealdormen, queſt ſeniores non propter ſenečiutem cum quidem adoleſcenics

eſſent, fed propter ſapientiam: they were called anciently Ealdormen, ſay thoſe laws,

not in reſpect of years, but wiſdom. And we find Henry the third, made his ſon

prince Edward, the five laſt years of his reign, ſheriff of Bedford and Buckingham.

The black prince was often ſheriff of Cornwall under Edward the third, and prince

Henry, in the life of his father Henry the fourth, is found to have been ſhe iſ; of

Cornwall, and it was done by theſe ſagacious princes with this intent, that their

ſons, when they ſhould aſcend the throne, might be more dexterous in the courſe

and condućt of the revenue of the crown. And as theſe princes were inveſted with

this office, ſo we find both arch-biſhops, biſhops, abbots, earls, and barons, held

this dignity; nay, ſometimes queens, counteſſes, and dowagers too, with an allow

ance of a ſhire-clerk, which after reſolved into him we call the under ſheriff. And

it was uſual long ſince, as the ſtatute-law now likewiſe aſſerts it, , that the Cenſus,

or poſſeſſion of ſome demean in the county, admits a capacity to hold the

office, and anſwer the king the profits of the county; otherwiſe, they are illegal

and
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and liable to exception; and in this reſpect, ſometimes the king committed four

counties to one man, if he was poſſeſſed of lands in them all, as Hubert de Burgo was

at one time ſheriff of Kent, Norfolk, Suffolk, and Lincoln, and was allowed a

meet perſon to be his ſubſtitute or ſhire-clerk, in the ninth of Henry the third.

If any ſhould demand how long there have been ſheirffs under this qualified no

tion, as I have before repreſented and pourtrayed them, I muſt remit them to king

Alfred, the founder of England's peace, and the divider of it into ſhires and pro

vinces; not to Gervas of Tilbury, whoſe difinition of the name is very deficient,

making the office meerly ſuppletory to the count or earl nor to Polidore Virgil,

who being by birth an alien, would obtrude a falſe opinion upon us, that the offi

ces of the chancellors and ſheriffs were inſtituted ſince the Norman conqueſt; for

evidence to the confutation of him, we may read the teſtimonies remembered by the

moſt learned Selden, in the ſubſcription of king Edred's charter to the abby of Crow

land; there, after abbots, dukes and counts, follow Ego Afor vice comes audiwi. Yº

And in another Saxon charter to the ſame abby, there is this clauſe inſerted,

Ego Livingus Clericus ſtud chirographum manu meå ſubſcripſ, & domino meo Theroll, tra

didi; which records do indiſputably, I think, ſubvert his aſſertion.

The next annotation upon our proconſulary officer, is the continuation of thoſe

that in elder time held it many years together; as for example, the Cornhills did

in Kent, whereby their own firname was diſcontinued, and the officiary name le ſheriff,

& le viſcount ſwallowed up the other, and the relićt of Reginald (de Cornhill) le Viſ.

count, in a conceſſion of land to the chapel of Lukedale in Littlebourn, is ſtiled in

the Latin inſtrument, Vice Comitiſh Cantii, and a manor of his in Minſter in the iſle

of Thanet, has from this firname, obtained the title of the ſheriff’s court. But when

it was found inconvenient for one man to hold the place any long time, in regard of

his account, and other enormities emergent; proviſion was made by ſtatute, that none

ſhould ſerve two years together, but ſhould be two years at leaſt diveſted of the

office ere he ſerved again in the ſame county.

Touching the ſheriffs letters of attendance, injoining all arch-biſhops, dukes,

marquiſſes, earls, viſcounts, biſhops, barons, &c. to aſſiſt him, it ſhews in land

ſcape and perſpective afar off, the latitude anciently of his authority; but ſince the

inſtitution of lords-lieutenants, the beams of his power have ſhone forth with a more

dim and contraćted light; ſo much ſhall ſuffice for the explication of its name, as it

is officiary. Now a word or two how it became honorary, becauſe as from the con

ful or count, time and royal authority hath extračted the princely dignity of earl,

which being for the moſt part inſtated in elder times on the king's kindred, hath

cauſed the uſe of that addition ever ſince, to all of that rank: ſo likewiſe the ſtate

and degree of a viſcount hath a participation of that attribute, and are called cou

fin by the ſovereign, and in the ſcrutiny made by the chancellor of the order of the

garter, at every feaſt of St. George, during the time of veſpers, if there were any

ſtall void, a viſcount is admitted as the loweſt degree of princes. The firſt that

under this title had parliamentary dignity and precedency of all barons with us, was

John de Beaumont, created Viſcount Beaumont in the eighteenth year of Henry the

fixth, without any relation to the office. The circle or coronet of this degree being

by its figure, diſtinguiſhed from an earl’s, as a marquiſs's is from a duke's. They that

would take an exact ſurvey of the official part of this ancient miniſter in all its dimen

fions and appendages, let them conſult Dalton, who has very exačtly and uſefully diſ

covered to the world all the ingredients which make up this office.

I ſhall, before I proceed to draw out the catalogue of the Kentiſh ſheriffs, repre

ſent to the world a ſummary liſt of arch-biſhops, earls, biſhops, and others of high

eminence, which managed this office, either perſonally or virtually; as well in other

counties as in Kent And firſt, queen Iſabel had the ſheriffwick of Cornwall di

vers years before her huſband, Edward the ſecond, was thruſt out of the world by an

un-natural death, and ſome years under the reign of her ſon king Edward the third.

Margaret, widow of Edward earl of Cornwall, held this office in thecounty of Rutland

the five laſt years of Edward the firſt, and as many years in the beginning of king Ed

ward the ſecond; and after the next three years Margaret the wife of Pierce Gaveſton,

earl of Cornwall, anſwered king Edward the ſecond the profits of that county, Elizabeth

F Countcis
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counteſs of Saliſbury, had the county of Wilts committed to her, anno 1216, the

twenty firſt of Henry the third, and John Dacus was her ſubſtitute.

William earl of Saliſbury, was ſheriff of Huntingdon and Cambridge the ſixteenth

and ſeventeenth of king John, and ſheriff of Lincoln ſix or ſeven years together:

the earls of Warwick were often ſheriffs of Warwick and Leiceſter-ſhire under Ed

ward the third, and alſo of the county of Worceſter moſt part of the king's reign;

indeed the office of ſheriff was ſo frequent in that family, that it almoſt appeared to

be hereditary to the Beauchamps, Ralph earl of Cheſter, was ſheriff of that county

the firſt of Henry the third, and of the county of Lancaſter the ſecond year of the

ſaid king.

. }. lord arch-biſhop of York, was ſheriff of Nottingham the fifty fourth and

fifty fifth of king Henry the third, and Hugo de Stapleford was his ſhire-clerk.

Hillarius biſhop of Lincoln, was ſheriff of Lincolnſhire the ninth, tenth, eleventh,

twelfth and thirteenth of Henry the third, and Ralph Regnald was his ſhire-clerk,

Hillarius biſhop of Chicheſter, was ſheriff of Suſſex and Surry in the eighth of Hen

ry the ſecond. -

Richard, biſhop of Saliſbury, was often ſheriff of the county of Dorſet under Henry

the third, and of Hampſhire at the ſame time. Joceline biſhop of Bath, was ſheriff

of Somerſet under Henry the third, and Peter biſhop of Wincheſter, the firſt eight

years of Henry the third. Walter biſhop of Carliſle, was frequently ſheriff of Cum

berland under Henry the third, and Robert his ſucceſſor was often ſheriff of the ſame

county under Edward the firſt; and both of them had their ſhire-clerks. Walter

biſhop of Coventry and Litchfield, was often in this office under Richard the firſt,

in the county of Stafford. Ralph Abbott of Michelen, was ſheriff of the counties

of Somerſet and Dorſet the ſeventh of Henry the third.

Many more preſidents of this nature could be unfolded, but I think theſe are com

petent teſtimonies enough to diſcover both the dignity and eminence of this ancient

and illuſtrious office; only this may be deduced from theſe examples; that ſome

counties heretofore were joined with their next neighbours for eaſe of the ſervice, as

Suffex and Surry, Devon and Cornwall, Somerſet and Dorſet, Hampſhire and Wilts,

Warwick and Leiceſter, Cambridge and Huntingdon, Norfolk and Suffolk, Eſſex

and Hertford, &c. moſt of which were ſeparated by queen Elizabeth, and the reſt

taken aſunder by the late king Charles.

I ſhall now endeavour to unravel the catalogue of the ſheriffs of Kent, as I find

them regiſtered either in the pipe rolls or other evidences; and I have as much as

poſſible I could, recorded the places where they inhabited, which will much improve

and inforce that light which I am to diſtribute to the world; in relation to thoſe pla

ces I am in my ſubſequent diſcourſe to treat upon.

And firſt, I find Oſward a Saxon, held divers lands in Kent, as Herſt, Hagalei,

Norton, Chert, Stepedon, with Tunſdal and Tong, during the Reign of Edward the

confeſſor; all which lands were in the conqueror's time, poſſeſſed by Hugo de Port.

This Oſward alſo held Delce Hadon, Aneiton and Har & Sham. He was ſheriff of

Kent under the confeſſor, as appears by the prime record of the nation, Doomeſday

book, where ſpeaking of Tarentford in Axton hundred it is thus entered; bomines

de in iſto hundredo teſtificantur, quod de iſło manerio regis ablatum eſt unum pratum & unums

alnetum, & unum molendinum & XX, acre prati, &c. Dicuit etian quod Oſward tunc

Vicecomes praftitit ea Aleſiano Praepoſito London, & modo tenet Helius Dapifer & hepos

ejus. Hamo, and as frequently Hanno, lord of Marourd, in the hundred of Little

field, and of Blen in the hundred of Whitſtaple, and Lavinton in the hundred of

Downhamford, of Eſturſete, Brieſted (now I take Braſted) Nettleſted, Ditton, and

divers other lands in Kent, was ſheriff at the time of the general ſurvey entered

by the conqueror into his Doomeſday book. The records of Chriſt-church, and

the deeds of the hoſpital of St. Laurence near Canterbury, prove that Hamo ſon of

Etardes de Crevequer, did in the reign of Richard the firſt, and king John, hold di

vers of the lands, if not all above recited. He continued ſheriff (as was very uſual)

during life, which was enlarged untill about the middle of Henry the firſt, for in

the year 11 11, which is the eleventh of Henry the firſt, Hugh Abbot of St.

Auguſtins granted Bodeſham and Smethetum to this Hamo, quod ipſe (as ſays the

deed) ſº opus fuerit eccleſie & mihi, vel ſucceſſoribus meis de praedićis in comitatu, vel in

turia regis, contra aliquem baronem, conſula, adjuvet, G ſuccurrät exceptis dominis ſui

- quoru
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quorum homo manibus ſuis fuerit. At the ſame time this Hamo reſtored to the ſame

abby in the town of Fordwich in this form, Hamo Cantii vicecomes & Henrici regis

Anglorum dapifer timore Dei dutius reddo Deo, & Sando Petro Apoſtolorum principi, &

Jančio Auguſtino Anglorum Apoſtolo, & abbati bugoni, & fratribus ejuſdem loci Villam de

Fordwich. Hanc donationem meam per Pſalterium Santii Auguſtini & per cultellum meum

fuper principale altare ejuſdem Eccleſiae manibus meis miſſ, &c.

William de Aynsford was ſheriff of Kent after Hamo, in the reign of Henry the firſt,

for in the chartularies of St. Auguſtin in Canterbury, I find a tranſcript of the kings

writ thus, Henricus Rex Anglorum Willielmo de Aynsford ſalutem, fac juſte babere abbati

de Sančio Auguſtino conſuetudinem ſuam de Niventoná in demariis averiis & operationibus,

&c. And the deed from William, ſon to Henry the firſt, is here entered, and im

ports as much as the former; Willielmus filius regis Willielmo vice comiti de Kent ſºlu

tem; fac recognoſti per homines hundredi de Middletuna quas conſuetudines in villá de Niven

toná, &c. This family of Aynsford ended about Edward the firſt, and one of this

name was ſheriff of London.

Norman Fitz Dering was ſheriff of Kent under king Stephen, unto whom queen

Maud direéted her writ concerning ſome land given by her to the nun IIelinida, ad

faciendam domum ſuam in elemoſinam apud Faureſham poſt mortem ejus; volo (faith the queen)

ut eccleſia ſanāae Mariae de Faureſham pro ſalute domini mei regis Stephani, & meå, & filia

rum noſtrorum & ſtatu regni noſtri habeat praefatam terram in perpetuum.

He and his brother Godred Fitz Dering are witneſſes to a deed of their brother Oſbert

de Morinis (ſo called becauſe his brother was a Fleming) which deed is regiſtered in

the chartularies of St. Auguſtins, wherein he to that abby gives ſix acres and a half

of land in Thanet, for a ſupply of a light in the chapel of St. Mildred, within the

abby aforeſaid; pro ſalute animae ſuæ, & anima uxoris ejus Ermeline, in honorem ſanči.e

virginis Mildrethae. This Norman Fitz Dering held lands at Aſhford, eaſt Farleigh,

Leſe, Bircholt and Bedeſham. -

Rualonus or Ruallo de Valoigns was ſheriff of Kent in the firſt year of king Henry

the ſecond, in the year of our lord, 1154, as appears by the records of the pipe-office,

(which I muſt now exactly trace) where the ſheriffs accounts are enrolled. His ſeat

was at Swerdlin in Petham, and ſometime at Tremworth in Boćton Alulph.

Ralph Picot was ſheriff the ſecond, third, fourth, fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh years

of king Henry the ſecond. Adam Picot ſupplied part of the laſt year, and Hugh de

Dover the reſt. -

Hugh de Dover, deſcended from Fulbert de Dover, to whom the caſtle of Chilham,

with the manor of Kingſton and other knights fees, were granted by king William

the conqueror, in defence of Dover caſtle, was ſheriff of Kent the eighth, ninth, tenth,

eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth years of Henry the ſecond. His reſi

dence was ſometimes at Chilham-caſtle, and ſometimes at Kingſton.

Gervas de Cornhill was ſheriff of Kent the fifteenth, ſixteenth, ſeventeenth, eigh

teenth, nineteenth, and twentieth years of Henry the ſecond. His ſeat was Luke

dale in Littlebourn.

Robert Fitz Bernard was joined with Gervas de Cornhill in the twenty firſt of Hen

ry the ſecond: and after that year was expired, he exerciſed the office alone till the

thirtieth of the ſaid king's reign. His capital manſion was Kingſdown near Ferningham.

Arnoldus, but of what family is not yet diſcovered, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty

ſecond of Henry the ſecond. -

ſ/illiam Fitz Neal was ſheriff of Kent the thirtieth of Henry the ſecond, and Wil

liam Fitz Philip was joined with him. Where his reſidence was is uncertain.

Allan de Valoigns was ſheriff of Kent the thirty firſt, thirty ſecond, thirty third, and

thirty fourth of Henry the ſecond. His feat was frequently at Swerdlin in Petham,

and often at Repton in Aſhford. -

Henry de Cornhill, ſon to Gervas de Cornhill above recited, was ſheriff of Kent in

the firſt, ſecond, and third years of Richard the firſt. His ſeat was at Lukedale.

Reginald de Cornhill was ſheriff of Kent the fourth, fifth, fixth, ſeventh, eighth,

ninth, and laſt year of king Richard the firſt, and during the whole reign of king

John; and in the twelfth year of his reign, John Fitz Winon, of Haring in Selling

Juxta Hyth, was joined to him for execution of the ſaid office in Kent. His feat was

a t
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at that manſion in Minſter in Thanet, which at this inſtant, from his being ſo con

ſtantly ſheriff, preſerves the appellation of the ſheriffs court.

Hillert de Burgo, that great ſubječt, which was afterwards earl of Kent, conſtable

of the caſtle of Dover, and lord warden of the cinque ports, was ſheriff of Kent in

the firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh of king Henry the third,

during which time, one Hugh de Windleſore, whoſe eſtate lay at Werehorn, was

joined to him as his aſſiſtant. In the eighth year of king Henry the third, Roger

Grimſtone was joined with him as his aſſiſtant, and continued ſo in the eighth, ninth,

and tenth years of Henry the third. In the eleventh year of the ſaid king's reign,

William Brito was joined unto him and continued his aſſiſtant in that office, till the

ſeventeenth of king Henry the third.

Bartholomew de Criol lord of Oltenhanger, was ſheriff of Kent from the ſeventeenth

to the twenty fourth of king Henry the third.

Humphrey de Bokum earl of Eſſex, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty fourth and

twenty fifth of king Henry the third: he was at that time poſſeſſed of the manor of

Bilfington in this county, as I find by a fine levied by him of the ſaid manor, the

twenty fourth of Henry the third.

Peter de Sabaudia (or Savoy) being earl of Savoy, and uncle by the mother's fide, unto

Eleanor the wife of king Henry the third, was made earl of Richmond in Yorkſhire,

and lord warden of the Cinque Ports: he dwelt in the houſe in the Strand, from him

named the Savoy: he was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty ſixth of king Henry the third,

and Bertram de Criol was joined with him. -

Bertram de Criol of Oſtenhanger, in relation to that vaſt eſtate which accrued to

him by marrying Eleanor, one of the daughters and co-heirs of Hamon Crevequer,

lord of Leeds caſtle, and of Matilda his wife, daughter and heir of William de Ave

rings lord of Folkſton, was called the great lord of Kent, held the office of ſheriff

the twenty ſeventh of Henry the third, and John de Cobham was joined with him that

year: but the twenty eighth, twenty ninth, thirtieth, thirty firſt, and thirty ſecond

years of Henry the third, he held the place alone. -

Reginald de Cobham was ſheriff of Kent, from the beginning of the thirty third of

Henry the third, to the end of the fortieth of Henry the third, and in the forty firſt

of Henry the third, one Walter de Berſted was joined with him in the execution of

that office; he died the forty ſecond of Henry the third, and Roger de Northwood

and his other executors anſwered for the remainder of that year.

This Walter de Berſted was conſtable of the caſtle of Dover, the forty ſixth of

Henry the third.

Hugh de Montfort, the king's nephew, had the cuſtody of the county of Kent and the

hundred of Milton granted to him in the forty ſecond of Henry the third, Pat. 48.

Mem. 12.

Fulk Peyforer was ſheriff and cuſtos of Kent the forty third of Henry the third.

His ſeat was ſometimes at North Court in Eſeling, and ſometimes at Colbrige in

Boughton Malherbe.

john de Cobham was ſheriff of Kent the forty fourth of Henry the third; he ſerved

the firſt part of the forty fifth, and Robert Walleran ſerved the reſt, and Walter de

Redmarleg was under him. Robert Walleran and Thomas Delaway under him held

the ſhrievalty of Kent, the forty ſixth and forty ſeventh of Henry the third. His

ſeat was at Monkton in Thanet.

Roger de Leybourn was ſheriff of Kent the forty eighth of Henry the third, and

Fulk Peyforer was cuſtos of the county the latter part of that year, and three parts

of the year forty nine. In the fiftieth year, John de Bourn was joined unto him, and

ſo continued till the fifty ſecond of Henry the third, and Fulk de Peyforer was cuſtos

of the county again, the laſt three parts of that year. His ſeat was at Leybourn ca

ftle in Kent. .

Stephen de Pencheſter was high ſheriff of Kent the fifty third and fifty fourth oſking

Henry the third, and Henry de Leeds was his aſſiſtant or ſhire-clerk. His ſeat was

at Pencehurſt.

Henry Malmains of Pluckley and Walderſhare, was ſheriff the fifty fixth of Henry

the third, and continued part of the firſt year of king Edward the firſt, in.
O IIICC
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office he deceaſed, and John, his ſon, anſwered for the profits of the county the firſt

half year, and William de Hever for the other half year.

William de Hever, of Hever caſtle in Kent, was ſheriff part of the firſt year, and all

the ſecond year of Edward the firſt.

William de Valoigns, of Swerdlin and Repton, was ſheriff of Kent, the third, fourth,

fifth, and ſixth years of Edward the firſt, and the laſt year was ſupplied for part

thereof by Henry Perot of Knowlton.

Robert Scotton was ſheriff of Kent the ſeventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth years of

Fdward the firſt, in which year he died, and Robert his ſon accounted for the remainder

of that year.

Peter de Huntingfield, ſo named from the manor of Huntingfield, which he and his

anceſtors held in Eſeling in Kent, of the caſtle of Chilham, by a whole knight's fee,

was ſheriff of Kent the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth of Edward the firſt.

Hamon de Gatton, of Throuley in Kent, was ſheriff the fourteenth of Edward the

firſt.

William de Chellesfield, ſo named of the town ofChellesfield, of which he and his

anceſtors were many years poſſeſſed, was ſheriff of Kent the fifteenth, ſixteenth, and

ſeventeenth of Edward the firſt.

lſ/illian de Bramſhot, ſo named of a town in Hantſhire, of which he and his ance

ſtors were lords, was ſheriff of Kent the eighteenth and nineteenth years of Edward

the firſt.

jobn de Northwood knight, ſon of Sir Roger Northwood knight, was ſheriff of Kent

in the twentieth year of Edward the firſt, and for the latter part of the year, Richard

de Cumbe and Simon de Cumbe, his ſon and heir, ſerved for him: in the twenty firſt

year he was ſheriff again, and John de Bourn was joined with him: afterwards, in

the twenty eighth year of the aboveſaid prince, as likewiſe in the twenty third, and

twenty fourth years of his reign, he was ſheriff of this county and held the office alone.

jobn de Bourn had the cuſtody of Kent in the twenty ſecond year, and then again

in the twenty third and twenty fourth years of Edward the firſt, Henry de Bourn,

his father, made a purchaſe of lands and rents in Dodington, of Matilda the daugh

ter of John de Dodington, in the forty ſeventh year of Henry the third -

William Truſſel was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty fifth and twenty fixth years of Ed

ward the firſt. -

Henry de Apulderfield, of Apulderfield in Coudham, now contraćtedly called Apur

field, ſerved the latter part of the twenty ſixth year, but was ſheriff alone in the twen

ty ſeventh year of Edward the firſt. -

Henry de Cobham of Rundal in Shorn, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty ninth and -

and thirtieth years of Fdward the firſt, and for part of the thirty firſt year, the barons

of the exchequer appointed Elias de Morton of Dodingdale in Canterbury, to ſerve

in his ſtead. . -

Waretius de Valoigns, of Tremworth, was ſheriff of Kent the latter part of the thirty

firſt, and then again in the thirty ſecond year of Edward the firſt. -

William de Coſenton, of Coffenton in Alresford, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty fifth

year of Edward the firſt. º

jeffery Colepeper, of Bay-hall in Pepenbury, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty fixth,

thirty ſeventh, thirty eighth, and thirty ninth years of Edward the firſt.

Sheriffs of Kent, in the time of Edward II.

Sir Henry de Cobham of Rundale in Shorn, formerly mentioned, was ſheriff of Kent

in the firſt year of king Edward the ſecond, and again in the ninth year of this prince.

john le Blund, of Sundridge in Bromley, deſcended from Peter le Blund, who was

conſtable of the tower of London in the thirty fourth year of Henry the third, was

ſheriff of Kent in the ſecond, third, and fourth years of Edward the ſecond: and

dying in the fifth year of that prince, when he was likewiſe ſheriff, Edward his ſon

ſerved out the remainder of the year for him, and continued in the office part of the

year following. - ~-

William de Baſing of Kenardington, enrolled amongſt the knights of king Edward

G the
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the firſt, that merited ſo vićtoriouſly in the wars in Scotland, was ſheriff of Kent the

ſeventh year of Edward the ſecond; and John de Haudloe the younger, of Court,

at Street in Limne, was joined with him.

john de Malmains, of Malmains in Stoke in the hundred of Hoo, was ſheriff of Kent

in the tenth of Edward the ſecond, and part of the eleventh.

John Fremingham, of Fremingham, was ſheriff of Kent part of the eleventh year of

Føward the ſecond; and for three parts of the twelfth year, which he likewiſe ſerved,

Henry de Sarden was united as an aſſiſtant to him.

William Septuans, ſon and heir of Sir Robert Septuans, whoſe ſeat was at Milton

Septuans near Canterbury, was ſheriff of Kent part of the thirteenth, and entirely the

fourteenth year of Fdward the ſecond, and Henry Sarden was his aſſiſtant; he conti

nued in the office the fifteenth, and part of the ſixteenth year of the aboveſaid prince,

and Ralph Savage of Milſted was joined with him.

... john de Shelving ſon of Thomas de Shelving of Shelving in Wodneſborough, was

ſheriff of Kent part of the ſixteenth, and part of the ſeventeenth year of Edward the

ſecond; and John de Fremingham was joined as an aſſiſtant to him.

john de Frcmingham was ſheriff of Kent part of the ſixteenth year, entirely the eigh

teenth, and laſtly, part of the nineteenth year of that unfortunate prince Edward the

ſecond; and Ralph de St. Laurence ſerved the reſidue for him.

Thomas de Toniford, his attorney, accounted for the profits of his office for him.

Sheriffs of Kent, in the time of Edward the third.

Ralph de St. Laurence, whoſe anceſtors extraćted their ſirname from St. Laurence in

the iſle of Thanet, was ſheriff of Kent in the firſt year of Edward the third, and again

for part of the ſixth year of that prince, which was ſupplied by Thomas St Laurence

his ſon.

William de Orlanſton, ſo ſirnamed from Orlanſton in Rumney Marſh, was ſheriff of

Kent in the ſecond year of Edward the third, and the next year following he continued

in the place, and John de Shelving before mentioned, was joined with him.

john de Shelving was again ſheriff of Kent in the fourth year of Edward the third,

but died the ſame year, as the inquiſition taken after his death doth evince, and John

de Walmer ſupplied the remnant of the year for him.

Roger de Reynham ſerved part of the fifth of Edward the third.

john de Bourn, before mentioned, continued the office of ſheriff of Kent, part of the

fifth year of Edward the third. -

Thomas de Brockbull, of Brockhull in Saltwood, was ſheriff of Kent the fixth year

of Edward the third, and Lawrencede St. Lawrence was his aſſiſtant for part of the year:

but in the ſeventh and eleventh years of this king's reign, he executed the place alone.

Stephen de Cobham, of Roundale in Shorn, ſon and heir of Henry de Cobham, was

ſheriff of Kent the eighth, ninth, and tenth years of Edward the third.

William Morant, of Morants-court in Chevening, at the foot of Morants-court hill,

was ſheriff of Kent the twelfth and thirteenth years of Edward the third. During his

ſherivalty, this aboveſaid prince iſſued out a mandate to him to take care that but

one bell ſhould be rung in any ſteeple towards the ſea-coaſt in Kent.

Henry de Valoigns of Repton in Aſhford, was ſheriff of Kent the fourteenth year of

Edward the third. John de Merworth of Merworth caſtle in Kent, was ſheriff of this

county in the fifteenth year of Edward the third, and in the year following John de

Vielſton was joined with him. This family of Merworth deſcended from the St. Lau

rences, and took this ſirname from their ſeat at Merworth.

john de Viefton, of Vielſton, now vulgarly called Wilſon in Shorham, was ſheriff of

Kent the ſixteenth, ſeventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth year of Edward

the third. -

William de Langley, of Knolton in Eaſt Kent, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty firſt

twenty third, twenty fourth, and twenty fifth years, and part of the twenty ſixth year

of Edward the third, and Arnold Savage of Bobbing, ſerved part of the twenty third

year for him.

john de Fremingham, of Fremingham, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty ſecond of Edward

the third. Richard Stone was for this man part of the twenty firſt of Edward the third.

- james
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james la Pine, of Eaſt-hall in Morſton, and Helburg in Reculver, was ſheriff of

Kent part of the twenty ſixth, and part of the twenty ſeventh of Edward the third,

which Stephen Brode ſerved for him. -

William Apulderfield, of Bedmancore in Lingſteed, was ſheriff of Kent part of the

twenty ſeventh, and entirely the twenty eighth year, and thirty firſt year of Edward

the third, and afterwards executed that office in the thirty fourth, thirty fifth, thirty

fixth, thirty eighth, and forty fourth of Edward the third.

Reginald de Dike, of Shelvich in Kent, was ſheriff of this county in the twenty ninth

of Edward the third: he married Lora widow of Sampſon Attleeze guardianſhip of

the ſaid Sampſon's children, much improved his eſtate, and purchaſed lands in Shepey,

Shelvich, and Rutlandſhire; he lies buried in an obſcure chapel on the north ſide of

Shelvich church.

Gilbert de Hells, of Hells in Wodneſborough, and of St. Margaret Hells in Darent,

was ſheriff of Kent in the thirtieth year of Edward the third; he was ſon to Bertram

de Hells, lieutenant of Dover caſtle under Reginald de Cobham.

Ralph de Fremingham or Farningham, was ſheriff of Kent the thirty ſecond of Ed

ward the third.

William Makemade of Makenade houſe in Preſton by Feverſham, was ſheriff of this

county the thirty third year of Edward the third, and died that year.

William Pimpe, of Pimps court in Nettleſted, was ſheriff of Kent the thirty ſeventh,

forty fifth, and forty ninth years of Edward the third, and dying that year, Reginald

his ſon ſerved it out for him. -

jeffery Colepeper, of Preſton in Alresford, was ſheriff of Kent part of the thirty ninth

year of Edward the third, and entirely the forty ſeventh.

john Colepeper of Bayhall in Pembury, was ſheriff of Kent the thirty ninth, fortieth,

and forty third years of Edward the third.

Sir Richard Attleeze of Leez court in Shelvich, was ſheriff of Kent the forty firſt

year of Edward the third.

jobn de Brockhull of Brockhull in Saltwood, was ſheriff of Kent the forty ſecond

year of Edward the third.

john Barrey of the moat in Sevington, was ſheriff of Kent the forty ſixth of Fdward

the third. He was deſcended from Sir John de Barrey that was in being under

Richard the firſt, king John, and Henry the third: there are many monuments of

them in Sevington church, which illuſtrate their quality, and frequent teſtimonies

of other nature that ſhew they were of eminentº among the ancienteſt gentry of

this ſhire. -

jeffery Colepeper of Preſton in Alresford, ſon of Walter Colepeper, was ſheriff of

Kent the forty ſeventh of Henry the third. -

Robert Nottingham of Bayford in Sedingbourn, was ſheriff of Kent the forty eighth

of Edward the third, and died the ſame year, and Richatd de Southwell ſerved out

the year for him. - -

Nicholas at Crouch, ſo named from his habitation near the croſs, was ſheriff of Kent

the fifth year of Edward the third. He had iſſue Thomas-at-Crouch, who having

no children, Alice one of his ſiſters, married to John Petit of Shalmesford, and Iſabel

the other, married to John Barrey of Sevington, became his heirs.

Henry de Apulderfield, of Otterpley in Challock, was ſheriff of Kent the fifty firſt

year of Edward the third, in which year that vićtorious prince died. - -

Sheriffs of Kent in the time of Richard the ſecond.

Thomas de Cobham of Roundall in Shorn, was ſheriff of Kent in the firſt year of

Richard the ſecond. William de Medmenham was deputy to this Thomas de Cobham.

jobn de Fremingham, of Fremingham or Farningham, was ſheriff of Kent the ſecond

year of Richard the ſecond, and again the ſeventeenth year of that prince.

james de Peckham of Yaldham in Wrotham, was ſheriff of Kent the third, and then

again the twelfth year of Richard the ſecond.

JWilliam Septuans of Milton Septuans, upon the river of Stoure, was ſheriff of Kent

the fourth year of Richard the ſecond.

Arnold
a
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Arnºld Savage, of Bobing court near Sedingbourn, where he had a caſtellated houſe,

was ſheriff ºf Kent the fifth, and then again the ninth year of Richard the ſecond.

Thomas Brockhull of Cale-hill in Little Chert, was ſheriff of Kent the ſeventh and

eighth years of Richard the ſecond.

Rolert Corbie of Boughton Malherbe, was ſheriff of Kent the eighth year of Rich

ard the ſecond.

Ralph St. Leger of Ulcomb in Kent, was ſheriff of this county in the tenth year of

Richard the ſecond. - -

William de Guldford of Hempſted in the pariſh of Benenden, was ſheriff of Kent the

eleventh year of Richard the ſecond.

William Rurcºffre, deſcended out of the county of Southampton, was ſheriff of Kent

the thirteenth year of Richard the ſecond. - -

Richard de Berlam, ſon of Henry de Berham of Berham-court, was ſheriff of Kent

the fourteenth year of Richard the ſecond. -

Thomas Chich of the dungeon near the walls of Canterbury, was ſheriff of Kent the

fifteenth year of Richard the ſecond. -

William Barry, of the Moat in Sevington, ſon of John Barry, was ſheriff of

Kent the fixteenth year of Richard the ſecond.

Thomas Colepeper of Pepenbury, was ſheriff of Kent part of the ſeventeenth, and

entirely the nineteenth year of Richard the ſecond.

Nicholas Haut of Waddenhall near Elmſton where he dwelt, was ſheriff of Kent the

eighteenth year of Richard the ſecond. -

Thomas St. Leger of Ottringden, was ſheriff of Kent the twentieth year of Richard

the ſecond.

Nicholas Potin of Queen-court in Oſpringe, was ſheriff of Kent the tweny firſt

year of Richard the ſecond. -

john Boteler of Graveney, contraćtedly called Graney, was ſheriff of Kent the

twenty ſecond year of Richard the ſecond, which was the laſt year of that prince.

Sheriffs of Kent, under Henry the fourth.

Robert Clifford, brother of Richard Clifford biſhop of London, was ſheriff of Kent

the firſt year of Henry the fourth, and Robert Saunders was his deputy. -

Thomas Lodelow, deſcended out of Wiltſhire, was ſheriff of Kent the ſecond year of

Henry the fourth, but died before he had ſerved out the year; ſo that John Digg of

Diggs court in Barham, was upon his deceaſe, authorized to diſcharge the ſaid office

for the remainder of the year. -

Thomas Chish of the Dungeon, in St. Mary Bredimans pariſh in Canterbury, was

ſheriff of this county the third year of Henry the fourth.

Richard Cliderow, of Gouldſtanton in Aſh near Sandwich, who was conſtituted in

the reign of Hicnry the fourth, admiral of the ſeas from the Thames mouth, along

the Saxon ſhore to the Weſt, was likewiſe ſheriff of Kent the fourth, and moſt part of

the fifth year of the aboveſaid prince.

Thomas Swinbourn Eſq; owner of much land in the county of Eſſex, was ſheriff of

Kent the fixth year of Henry the fourth, and kept his ſhrievalty at Thevegate in Smeth.

Michael Horn of Horn-place in Apuldore, was ſheriff of Kent the ſeventh year of

Henry the fourth.

Edward Haut of Hauts-place in Petham, and of Bourn, was ſheriff of Kent the

eighth year of Henry the fourth. -

William Snaith of Addington, was ſheriff of Kent the ninth year of Henry the fourth.

Reginald Pimp of Pimps-court in Eaſt Farleigh, ſon of William Pimp of Pimps

court, and Nettleſted, was ſheriff of Kent the tenth year of Henry the fourth.

john Darell of Cale-hill in little Chert, eldeſt brother of Sir William Darell, under

treaſurer of England, was ſheriff of Kent the eleventh year of Henry the fourth.

William Notbcame, deſcended out of Suffolk, where his family were of generous

rank, but whoſe reſidence was at Aſh near Sandwich, was ſheriff of Kent the twelfth

year of Henry the fourth, and in the ſeventh year of Hentry the fifth was returned

amongſt thoſe who did portare arma antiqua. - -

William

-

-*s.*º-.º-----º
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-

William Cheney, of Shurland in Shepey, ſon of Richard Cheney, was ſheriff of

Kent the thirteenth year of Henry the fourth, in which year this prince deceaſed.

Sheriffs of Kent, under Henry the fifth.

William Cheney abovementioned, continued ſheriff of Kent the firſt year of Henry

the fifth. - -

William Clifford, of whom mention was formerly made, was again ſheriff of Kent in

the ſecond and third years of Henry the fifth. -

William Langley of Knolton, was ſheriff of Kent the fourth year of Henry the fifth.

john Darrel of Cale hill, above recited, was again ſheriff of Kent the fifth year of

king Henry the fifth. - - -

Richard Cliderow, of whom mention was made in the fourth and fifth years ofHen

ry the fourth, was now ſheriff again in the fixth year of king Henry the fifth.

john Burgh, was ſheriff of Kent the ſeventh of Henry the fifth; during this man's

ſhrievalty there came a ſpecial writ from the king, to elect out of the moſt fit and able

knights and eſquires of the county that bore arms from antiquity, twelve of the moſt

ſufficient, to ſerve as lances for the defence of the kingdom.

JWilliam Haut, of Hautſbourne, was ſheriff of Kent ſome part of the eighth, and all

the ninth year of king Henry the fifth. -

jobn Darrell of Cale-hill, was ſheriff of Kent the tenth year of Henry the fifth, in

which year that ſucceſsful and triumphant prince paid the laſt debt he owed to nature,

and the firſt which he owed to ſin. - -

Sheriffs of Kent in the reign of Henry the fixth.

jobn Darrell of Cale-hill, who was ſheriff of Kent when king Henry the fifth de

ceaſed, continued ſheriff in the firſt year of Henry the ſixth.

William Cheyney of Shurland, who was knighted in the ninth year of king Henry the

fixth, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſecond year of that prince's government.

john Rykeld, of Eſtlingham in Frendſbury near Rocheſter, was ſheriff of Kent the
third year of king Henry the fixth. ! - a -

William Clifford of Bobbing, who had been ſheriff of Kent in the firſt year of king

Henry the fifth, was elečted to take that office in the fourth year of king Henry the

fixth. - - -

Ifilliam Colepeper, of Preſton in Alresford, ſon and heir of Sir John Colepeper,

was ſheriff of Kent the fifth year of Henry the fixth.

Thomas Ellis, of Burton in Kennington, was ſheriff of Kent the ſixth year of Henry

the fixth. - - -

William Scot, of Scots-hall in Smeth, was ſheriff of Kent the ſeventh year of Henry

the fixth.

john Peche of Lullingſton, was ſheriff of Kent the eighth year of Henry the ſixth.

john St. Leger of Ulcomb, was ſheriff of Kent the ninth year of Henry the fixth.

john Gulford, of Halden alias Lambin, in the pariſh of Rolvenden, was ſheriff of

Kent in the tenth year of Henry the ſixth. --

William Bures, who held much land at Bromley and Greenwich, and was deſcended

from William de Bures who held part of a knight's fee in Bromley, the twentieth

year of Edward the third, at making the Black Prince knight, was ſheriff of Kent the

eleventh year of Henry the ſixth. -

Richard Woodville, of the Moat in Maidſtone, was ſheriff of Kent in the twelfth

year of Henry the fixth. - - - - . . .

' William Clifford, of Bobbing and of Shorn, of whom mention is made twice before,

was now again choſen ſheriff the thirteenth year of Henry the fixth.

William Manſion, of Manſton in the pariſh of St. Lawrence in the iſle of Thanet,

was ſheriff of Kent the fourteenth year of Henry the fixth.

James Fiennes, of Kemſing and Seal, afterwards created lord Say and Seal, and high

treaſurer of England, was ſheriff of Kent the fifteenth year of Henry the fixth.

Richard Waller, of Gromebridge in Spelhurſt, who took Charles duke of Orleans,

H captive
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-

captive at the battle of Agincourt, was ſheriff of Kent the fixteenth year of king

Henry the fixth.

Edward Guldford, of Halden in Rolvenden, was ſheriff of Kent the ſeventeenth

year of Henry the fixth. -

Gervas Clifton, who married Iſabel widow of William Scot Eſq; and lived upon .

his wife's eſtate at Brabourn in Kent, where he lies buried, was ſheriff of Kent the

eighteenth year of Henry the ſixth. - -

john Yerde, of Denton near Berham, was ſheriff of Kent the nineteenth year of

Henry the fixth.

jobn Warmer of Votes-crey, was ſheriff of Kent the twentiethyear of Henry the ſixth.

William Maries, who lived at Ufton in Tunſtal, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty

firſt year of Henry the ſixth.

Thomas Brown, knight, treaſurer to the houſe-hold of king Henry the ſixth, was

ſheriff of Kent in the twenty ſecond year of that prince.

William Cromer of Tunſtal, who married Elizabeth daughter of James lord Say

and Seal, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty third year of Henry the ſixth: this was that

William Cromer who was barbarouſly aſſaſſinated by Jack Cade, whilſt he vigorouſly

ſought to oppoſe that rebel in his expedition towards London.

john Thornbury of Feverſham, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty fourth year of Hen

the ſixth. -

". Iſley of Sundridge, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty fifth year of Henry the

ſixth.

William Kene, who lived at Well-hall in Eltham, in right of Agnes his wife,

widow of John Taterſal, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty ſixth year of Henry the fixth.

Stephen Slegge, of Wouldham near Rocheſter, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty ſeventh

year of Henry the fixth. - - -

JWilliam Cromer, who was ſheriff before in the twenty third, was now again ſheriff

in the twenty eighth year of Henry the ſixth.

Gervas Clifton, who had ſerved this office in the eighteenth year of this king's

reign, was called again to diſcharge it the twenty ninth of king Henry the ſixth.

Robert Horne, of Hornes-place in Apuldore, was ſheriff of Kent the thirtieth year

of Henry the fixth.

Thomas Ballard of Horton near Canterbury, was ſheriff of Kent the thirty firſt

year of Henry the ſixth. -

john Fogge Eſq; of Repton in Aſhford, was ſheriff of Kent the thirty ſecond year

of Henry the ſixth.

Sir jobn Cheyney of Shurland, and Patrickſbourn Cheyney, was ſheriff of Kent

the thirty third year of king Henry the ſixth. -

Philip Belknap, of the Moat in Canterbury, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty fourth

year of Henry the ſixth.

Alexander Iden of Weſtwell, who ſlew Jack Cade, and married the widow of Wil

liam Cromer ſlain before by that rebel, was ſheriff of Kent the thirty fifth year of Hen

ry the fixth.

john Guldford Eſq; of Halden, was ſheriff of Kent the thirty ſixth year of Henry

the fixth; this man flouriſhed under the ſcepter of Henry the ſixth, Edward the

fourth, under whom he was ſheriff, and likewiſe comptroller of his houſe-hold;

Richard the third, at whoſe coronation he was knighted; and laſtly that of Henry

the ſeventh, by whom he was admitted (as his monument in the middle iſle of the bo

dy of Chriſt-church in Canterbury does atteſt) into his privy council.

Sir Gervas Clifton, who formerly in the eighteenth and twenty ninth years of this

prince had managed this place, was again ſummoned to execute it in the thirty ſe

venth year of Henry the fixth.

Sir Thomas Brown, of Bechworth caſtle in Surry, was again ſheriff of Kent in the

thirty eighth year of Henry the ſixth,

john Scot Eſq; of Scots-hall, was ſheriff of Kent part of the year above-mentioned:

he was afterwards knighted by king Edward the fourth, and by him called to be of

of his privy counſel, deputy of Calais, and comptroller of his houſhold.

Sheriffs
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Sheriffs of Kent, under king Edward the fourth.

john Iſaack, of Howlets in Patrickſbourne, was ſheriff of Kent the firſt year of

king Edward the fourth.

Sir William Peche, of Lullingſton, knight, was ſheriff of Kent the third and fourth

years of Edward the fourth, and had likewiſe the cuſtody of the caſtle of Canterbury

annexed to his office, as this recoid does inform me. Rex conceſſit Willielmo Peche

militi totum comi. Cantii una cum caſtro Cantuarienſ, ac conſtituit eum vicecomitem Cantii

ac ei conceſt 4o libras annuas, quouſlue ei dederit 40 libras annuas in ſpeciali, tallio &

beredibus maſculis. Pat 2. Edw. Auarti, parte ſecunda. -

john Diggs, of Diggs court in Barham, was ſheriff of Kent the fourth year of Ed

ward the fourth.

Alexander Clifford of Bobbing court, ſon of Lewis Clifford Eſq; was ſheriff of Kent

the fifth year of king Edward the fourth.

Sir Hºlliam Haut of Hautſbourn, ſon of William Haut and Elizabeth his wife

ſiſter of Richard Woodvill, earl Rivers, and aunt to Elizabeth Woodvill queen oł

England, and wife to king Edward the fourth, was ſheriff of Kent the ſixth year of

that prince.

Sir John Colepeper, of Pepenbury and Bedgebury, was ſheriff of Kent the ſeventh

year of Edward the fourth.

Ralph St. Leger Eſq; of Ulcomb, was ſheriff of Kent the eighth year of Edward

the fourth. -

Henry Ferrers, of Chileſmore and Tamworth, in the county of Warwick, was

ſheriff of the county of Kent in the ninth year of Edward the fourth; he married

Mawd one of the co-heirs of William Hextall of Hextall place in great Peckham.

jobn Brumfton Eſq; of Preſton near Feverſham, was ſheriff of Kent the tenth year

of Edward the fourth; this year the king likewiſe, by his letters patents, committed

to his cuſtody the city of Canterbury. - -

Richard Colepeper, of Oxenhoath in little Peckham, was ſheriff of Kent the eleventh
year of Edward the fourth. g - -

james Peckham, of Yaldham in Wrotham, was ſheriff of Kent the twelfth year of

Edward the fourth. -

Sir jobn Fogge, of Repton in Aſhford, ſometimes comptroller of the houſe to Ed

ward the fourth, was ſheriff of Kent the thirteenth year of that prince.

john Iſley of Sunbridge, couſin and heir general of William Iſley who was ſheriff

of this county the twenty fifth of Henry the fixth, was ſheriff of Kent the fourteenth

year of Edward the fourth. -

Sir William Haut of Hautſbourn, formerly mentioned, was again ſheriff the fif.

teenth year of Edward the fourth.

john Green, who lived at Scadbury in Chiſelhurſt, in the right of his wife Con

ſtance widow of Sir Thomas Walſingham, was ſheriff of Kent, the fixteenth of Ed

ward the fourth.

JWilliam Cheyney Eſq; of Shurland, was ſheriff of Kent the ſeventeenth year of

Edward the fourth.

Richard Haat, of the Moat in Ightham, younger brother to Sir William, was

ſheriff of Kent the eighteenth of Edward the fourth. -

Richard Lee, of great Delce in Rocheſter, was ſheriff of Kent the nineteenth year

of Edward the fourth. -

Sir john Fogge of Repton, formerly mentioned, was again ſheriff of Kent the

twentieth year of Edward the fourth.

Sir George Brown of Bechworth caſtle, ſon of Sir Thomas Brown, was ſheriff of
Kent the twenty firſt of Edward the fourth. w

Richard Haut, of the Moat in Ightham, who ſerved the office of ſheriff of Kent

the eighteenth of Edward the fourth, was, after he had been three years from the

place, according to the ſtatute, made ſheriff of Kent again the twenty ſecond year of

Edward the fourth, in which year this worthy prince caſt off the luggage of human

frailty, by paying the laſt debt he owed to nature.

- - Sheriffs
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Sheriffs of Kent, under Richard the third. . . .

Sir William Haut of Hautſbourn, who had been ſheriff twice before in the time of

Ring Edward the fourth, was made ſheriff of Kent again in the firſt year of king Ri

chard the third, from Michaelmas the twenty ſecond of Edward the fourth, to-the

ninth of April, and then to the twenty third, which day king Edward the fifth fell

an oblation to the avarice and ambition of his uſurping uncle, who caſt trains no leſs

for his life than for his crown; and then again to the twenty fifth of June, and from

the twenty ſixth of June until the Michaelmas following, Sir Henry Ferrers ſupplied

the place of ſheriff for him. - -

john Bamme Eſq; of the manor of Grench in Gillingham, deſcended from Adam

Bamme, lord mayor of London, was ſheriff of Kent the ſecond year of Richard the

third. -- - -->

Sir Robert Brackenbury, of the Moat in Ightham, was ſheriff of Kent the third year

of Richard the third. -

JPilliam Cheyney Eſq; of Shurland, was ſheriff of Kent the laſt yearof Rich, the third.

Sheriffs of Kent under Henry the ſeventh.

William Cheyney Eſq; of Shurland, was ſheriff of Kent the ſeventh year of Edward

the fourth, and laſt of Richard the third, and continued in that office the firſt year

of king Henry the ſeventh. - * *

john Pimp Eſq; of Pimps court in Farleigh and Loſe, was ſheriff of Kent the fe

cond year of Henry the ſeventh. -

| Sir Henry Ferrers of great Peckham, knight, who was ſheriff before in the fifth year

of Edward the fourth, was ſheriff of Kent again in the third year ofHenry the ſeventh.

Walter Roberts Eſq; of Glaſtenbury in Cranbroke, was ſheriff of Kent the fourth

year of Edward the fourth.

Sir William Boleyne knight, of Hever caſtle and of Seal, ſon of Sir Jeffery Boleyne

lord mayor of London, and Anne his wife, daughter and co-heir of Thomas lord Hoo

and Haſtings, was ſheriff of Kent the fifth year of Henry the ſeventh. -

Sir William Scot, ſon and heir of Sir John Scot, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſixth

year of Henry the ſeventh. This our ſheriff new built Scots-hall, which was before

decayed and ruinous.

john Darell Eſq; of Cale-hill, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſeventh year of Henry the

‘ſeventh. He was eſquire of the body to that prince, and captain of the launciers in

that part of the county wherein he lived, and having had his eſtate torn from him by

Richard the third, as being a correſpondent of Henry the ſeventh, had it reſtored to.

him with ſeveral other manors by that prince; he was father to Sir James Darell who

was knighted at Turwin by king Henry the eighth, and was captain of Hames caſtle

and governor of Guiſnes.

*

Thomas Kempe Eſq; of Ollantie near Wye, was ſheriff of Kent the eighth year of

Henry the ſeventh; he married Emeline, one of the two daughters and co-heirs of

Valentine Chich, and Philippa his wife, daughter and heir of Sir Robert Chichley

knight, ſometime lord mayor of London, and brother to Henry Chichley, arch-biſhop

of Canterbury. -

Sir Richard Gulford of Halden, who was knighted at Milford haven, and made,

banneret at Blackheath, was ſheriff of Kent the ninth year of Henry the ſeventh.

john Peche Eſq; of Lullingſton, who afterwards received the order of knighthood,

was ſheriff of Kent the tenth year of Henry the ſeventh. -

john Digge of Digges court in Berham, was ſheriff of Kent the eleventh year of

Henry the ſeventh. - - -

Sirjames Walſingham, of Scadbury in Chiſelhurſt, was ſheriff of Kent the twelfth

of Henry the ſeventh. -

Lewis Clifford Eſq; of Bobbing court, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirteenth year of

Henry the ſeventh. - -

Robert
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Robert Wotten Eſq; of Boughton Malherbe, afterwards knighted, and made comp.

troller of Calais, was ſheriff of Kent the fourteenth of Henry the ſeventh.

Alexander Colepeper Eſq; of Bedgebury in Goudherſt, was ſheriff of Kent in the

fifteenth year of Henry the ſeventh; he afterwards received the order of knighthood.

Thomas Iden Eſq; of Weſtwell, was ſheriff of Kent in the fixteenth year of Henry

the ſeventh.

Sir William Scot of Scots-hall, who was ſheriff in the fixth year of Henry the fe

venth, was ſheriff of Kent again in the ſeventeenth of that prince's government.

Ralph St. Leger Eſq; of Ulcomb, ſon and heir of Ralph St. Leger, was ſheriff of

Kent the eighteenth year of Henry the ſeventh.

IVilliam Cromer Eſq; ofTunſtal, who afterwards received the order of knighthood,

was ſheriff of Kent the nineteenth of Henry the ſeventh. -

john Langley Eſq; of Knowlton, was ſheriff of Kent the twentieth of Henry the

ſeventh.

Sir Thomas Kempe of Ollantie, knight of the Bath, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty

firſt of Henry the ſeventh.

Sir Alexander Colepeper, of Bedgebury, was ſheriff of Kent again the twenty ſecond

year of Henry the ſeventh. -

Henry Vane Eſq; of Tunbridge, ſecond ſon of John Vane Eſq; of Tunbridge,

was ſheriff of Kent the twenty third year of Henry the ſeventh.

Reginald Peckham Eſq; of Yaldham in Wrotham, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty

fourth of Henry the ſeventh, in which year that ſagacious monarch ſhook off the gar

ment of his mortality. -

Sheriffs of Kent under the ſcepter of Henry the eighth. -

Sir William Cromer of Tunſtal knight, who was ſheriff before in the nineteenth of

Henry the ſeventh, managed that office again, and was ſheriff again of this county in

the firſt year of king Henry the eighth. -

james Digge Eſq; of Diggs court in Berham, was ſheriff of Kent the ſecond year of

Henry the eighth. * - -

Sir Thomas Boleyne of Hever caſtle knight, was ſheriff of Kent the third year of

Henry the eighth: in the fifteenth year of Henry the eighth, he was made knight of

the garter, and treaſurer of the king's houſe, in the ſeventeenth year he was created

Viſcount Rochford, and in the twenty firſt of Henry the eighth, he was inveſted

with the title of earl of Wiltſhire and Ormond. -

Sir Thomas Kemp of Ollantie, made knight of the Bath at the marriage of prince

Arthur, eldeſt ſon to Henry the ſeventh, was again ſheriff of Kent the fourth year

of Henry the eighth. - -

Sir john Norton, of Northwood in Milton, was ſheriff of Kent the fifth year of

Henry the eighth.

Sir Alexander Colepeper of Bedgebury, was ſheriff of Kent the fixth year of Henry

the eighth. -

Thºmas Cheyney Eſq; of Shurland, afterwards made knight of the Garter, was

ſheriff of Kent in the ſeventh year of Henry the eighth. - . .

Sir William Scot of Scots-hall knight, was made ſheriff of Kent the eighth year of

Henry the eighth, and before that in the ſixth and ſeventeenth years of Henry the

ſeventh. - - -

Sir Thomas Boleyne of Hever caſtle, knight, was again ſheriff of Kent the ninth

year of Henry the eighth. -

jobn Criſpe Eſq; of Quekes at Birchington in the iſle of Thanet, was ſheriff of

Kent the tenth year of Henry the eighth. t

Sir john Wiltſhire, of Stone near Dartford, comptroller of Calais, was ſheriff of

Kent in the eleventh year of Henry the eighth.

john Roper Eſq; of St. Dunſtans without the walls of Canterbury, and of Well

hall in Eltham, was ſheriff of Kent the twelfth of Henry the eighth. - -

Robert Sonds, of Town-place in Trouley, and of Sonds-place in Darking in Surry,

was ſheriff of Kent in the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth.

- I Sir
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Sir John Fogge of Repton in Aſhford, was ſheriff of Kent the fourteenth year of

Henry the eighth.

George Guldford Eſq; of Hemſted in Benenden, who married Elizabeth daughter

and heir of Robert Mortimer of Mortimer's hall in Eſſex, and the lady Elizabeth

Howard, his wife's daughter, to John lord Howard duke of Norfolk, was ſheriff of

Kent the fixteenth of Henry the eighth.

Sir Iſilliam Haut of Haut-bourn, knight, ſon and heir of Sir Thomas Haut, made

knight of the Bath at the marriage of prince Arthur with Katharine of Caſtile, was

ſheriff of Kent the fixteenth year of Henry the eighth.

Henry Vane Eſq; of Tunbridge, who was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty third year

of Henry the ſeventh, diſcharged that office again in the ſeventeenth year of Henry

the eighth. This Henry Vane is he that had command in an expedition into Scotland,

in the beginning of the aboveſaid prince. [Wide Speed] -

William Hºhetenhal Eſq; of Hextal-place in Eaſt Peckham, was ſheriff of Kent

in the eighteenth year of Henry the eighth.

Sir jobn Scot of Scots-hall, was ſheriff of Kent the nineteenth year of Henry the

eighth. -

William Kempe Eſq; of Ollantie, who afterwards was inveſted with the order of

knighthood, was ſheriff of Kent in the twentieth year of Henry the eighth. He was

ſecond ſon of Sir Thomas Kempe, and after his eldeſt brother Chriſtopher Kempe

deceaſed without iſſue, ſucceeded in the patrimony: he married Eleanor daughter and

heir of Rober Brown Eſq; third ſon of Sir Thomas Brown of Bechworth caſtle.

Sir Edward Wotton, of Boughton Malherbe, knight, who married Dorothy one of

the daughters and co-heirs of Sir Robert Read knight, and lord chief juſtice of the

common pleas,was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty firſt of Henry the eighth.

//illiam Waller Eſq; of Gromebridge in Spelherſt, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty

ſecond of Henry the eighth. -

Sir Richard Clement, of the Moat in Ightham, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty

third of Henry the eighth.

Sir William Finch, of the Moat in the pariſh of St. Martins in Canterbury, was ſhe

riff of Kent the twenty fourth year of Henry the eighth.

Thomas Roberts Eſq; of Glaſtonbury in Cranbroke, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty

fifth of Henry the eighth. -

Sir Thomas Poynings of Oſtenhanger, knight, afterwards created lord Poynings in

the thirtieth year of Henry the eighth, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty fixth year

of Henry the eighth. He married Katharine daughter and co-heir of John lord Mar

ney, but deceaſed without iſſue in the thirty ſeventh year of the aboveſaid prince.

Sir Edward Wotton, of Boughton Malherbe, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty ſeventh

of Henry the eighth.

Sir Thomas Wiat, of Allington caſtle, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty eighth of

Henry the eighth ; he married Elizabeth daughter of Sir Thomas Brooke, lord Cob

ham, by whom he had iſſue, Sir Thomas Wiat afterwards beheaded.

Sir William Haut of Hautſbourn, was again ſheriff of Kent the twenty ninth of

Henry the eighth.

Sir William Sidney of Pencehurſt, knight banneret, tutor to prince Edward, after

wards to Edward the ſixth, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirtieth year of Henry the

eighth. He was ſon and heir of Nicholas Sidney Eſq; who married Anne, daughter

of Sir William Brandon, knight, ſlain at Boſworth Field, aunt to Charles Brandon

duke of Suffolk: this Nicholas was ſon and heir of William Sidney Eſq; by Thoma

zin his wife, daughter and heir of John Barrington Eſq.; deſcended from the right an

cient and knightly family of Barrington of Barrington hall in Eſſex.

Sir Anthony St. Leger of Ulcomb, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty firſt

of Henry the eighth.

Anthony Sonds Eſq; of Trouley, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty ſecond of Henry

the eighth.

Reginald Scot Eſq; of Scots-hall, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty third of Henry

the eighth. -

Sir Henry Iſley, of Sondridge and of Farningham, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty

fourth of Henry the eighth. - -

Sir
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Sir Humphrey Stile, of Langley park in Bekenham, knight, ſon and heir of John

Stile alderman of London, and Elizabeth his wife daughter and co-heir of Sir Guy

Wolſton, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty fifth of Henry the eighth.

Sir john Fogge of Repton, was ſheriff of Kent the thirty fixth year of Henry the

eighth. -

Sir Percival Hart of Lullingſton, knight, was ſheriff of Kent the thirty ſeventh

year of Henry the eighth.

Henry Criſpe Eſq; of Quekes in Birchington in the iſle of Thanet, who received

the order of knighthood before his death, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty eighth year

of Henry the eighth, in which year this prince ſhrunk to aſhes.

Sheriffs of Kent, in the time of king Edward the fixth.

William Sidley Eſq; of Scadbery in Southfleet, was ſheriff of Kent the firſt of

Edward the ſixth.

Sir George Harpur, of Sutton Valence, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſecond year of .

Edward the ſixth. . . -

Thomas Colepeper of Bedgebury, ſon and heir of Sir Alexander Colepeper, was

ſheriff of Kent in the third year of king Edward the ſixth.

Sir Thomas Wiat, of Allington caſtle, ſon and heir of Sir Thomas Wiat, and

grandchild of Sir Henry Wiat, was ſheriff of Kent in the fourth year of king Ed

ward the ſixth. - .

Sir Henry Iſley of Sundridge, was ſheriff of Kent in the fifth year of king Edward

the ſixth. -

Sir jobn Guldford, of Hemſted in Benenden, was ſheriff of Kent the fixth year of

king Edward the ſixth. After this year, this pious young monarch was not long

liv'd, for all his early blooming glories were ſhortly after blaſted by a too ſudden death.

Sheriffs of Kent under Queen Mary.

Sir Robert Southwell of Merworth, knight, afterwards maſter of the rolls, was ſhe

riff of Kent in the firſt year of queen Mary. He held Merworth (where he lies bu

ried) in right of his wife Margaret, daughter and ſole heir of Sir Thomas Nevill,

ſpeaker of the parliament in the time of Henry the eighth, and one of his privy

councel, and a third ſon to George Nevill baron Aburgavenny. *

William Roper, of Well-hall in Eltham, was ſheriff of Kent in the firſt and ſecond

year of Philip and Mary. -

Sir Thomas Kempe, of Ollantie near Wye, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſecond and third

year of Philip and Mary, part of the year was ſupplied for him by Thomas Moile Eſq;

George Wane Eſq; of Badſell, was ſheriff of Kent in the third and fourth year of

Philip and Mary. - -

Thomas Wotton Eſq; of Boughton Malherbe, was ſheriff of Kent in the fourth and

fifth year of Philip and Mary; in which year Callis was loſt, which blow ſat ſo heavy

upon her heart-ſtrings, that the cordage, not able to undergo the preſſure, was

cracked with the burden which was lodged upon it.

Sheriffs of Kent under Queen Elizabeth.

Thomas Wotton, of Boughton Malherbe, continued in that office part of the firſt

year of queen Elizabeth, and the remainder of the year was ſupplied by Nicholas

Criſpe Eſq; who kept his ſhrievalty at Grimgill in Whiteſtaple, but more properly

Greenſhields, from a family ſo called who were once proprietors of it.

Warham St. Leger Eſq; of Ulcomb, afterwards knighted in the year 1565, was

ſheriff of Kent in the ſecond year of queen Elizabeth.

jobn Tufton Eſq; of Hothfield in Kent, ſon and heir of Nicholas Tufton Eſq;

who was poſſeſſed of Tufton in Nordiam in Suſſex, was ſheriff of Kent the third year

of queen Elizabeth,

, Richard
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Richard Baker Eſq; of Siſingherſt in Cranbroke, ſon and heir of Sir John Baker,

chancellor of the exchequer, and one of the privy councel to queen Mary, was ſheriff

of Kent in the fourth year of queen Elizabeth.

Sir Thomas Walſingham, of Scadbery in Chiſelhurſt, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in

the fifth year of queen Elizabeth.

Sir Thomas Kempe of Ollantie, knight, that was ſheriff before in the third year of

queen Mary, ſerved in that office again in the fixth year of queen Elizabeth. -

john Mayney Eſq; of Biddenden, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſeventh year of queen

Elizabeth, but died before his year was out, and then the reſt of the time was ſupplied

by William Iſley Eſq; of Sundridge. This our ſheriff married Margaret daughter

and heir of Ralph Johnſon of Ticehurſt, ſon to alderman Johnſon of London, which

Ralph married to Dorothy, one of the two daughters and co-heirs of Thomas Morton

Eſq; of Lechdale in the county of Glouceſter. -

john Sidley Eſq; of Southfleet, was ſheriff of Kent in the eighth year of queen

Elizabeth. -

William Cromer Eſq; of Tunſtal, ſon and heir of James Cromer, was ſheriff of

Kent in the ninth year of queen Elizabeth.

john Brown, of Reynolds (and as ordinarily ſtiled Brown's-place) in Horton Ker

bie, was ſheriff of Kent the tenth of queen Elizabeth. -

Edward Iſaack Eſq; of Patrickſbourne, was ſheriff of Kent the eleventh of queen

Elizabeth.

john Lennard Eſq; of Chevening, ſon and heir of John Lennard Eſq; of the ſame

place, was ſheriff of Kent in the twelfth year of queen Elizabeth. '

Walter Mayney Eſq; of Spilſil in Staplehurſt, was ſheriff of Kent the thirteenth of

queen Elizabeth.

Sir Thomas Vane of Badſel, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the fourteenth year of

queen Elizabeth.

Thomas Willoughby Eſq; of Boreplace in Chiddingſton, grandchild of Sir Thomas

Willoughby of the ſame place, lord chief juſtice of the common pleas, was ſheriff of

Kent the fifteenth year of queen Elizabeth.

Sir james Hales, of the Dungeon without the wall of Canterbury, was ſheriff of

Kent in the ſixteenth year of queen Elizabeth. .

john Tufton Eſq; of Hothfield, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſeventeenth year of

queen Elizabeth, -

Sir Thomas Scot of Scots-hall, was ſheriff of Kent in the eighteenth year of queen

Flizabeth.

Edward Bois Eſq; of Fredvill in Nonington, was ſheriff of Kent the nineteenth

of queen Elizabeth.

Thomas Wotton Eſq; of Boughton Malherbe, was ſheriff of Kent the twentieth of

queen Elizabeth.

Thomas Vane Eſq; of Badſel in Tudeley, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty firſt

year of queen Elizabeth.

Thomas Sonds Eſq; of Trouley, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty ſecond year of

queen Elizabeth. -

Sir George Hart of Lullingſton, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty third

year of queen Elizabeth. -

Sir Richard Baker of Siſingherſt, knight, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty fourth of

queen Elizabeth.

juſtinian Champneis Eſq; of Hall-place in Bexley, ſon of Sir John Champneis, lord

mayor of London, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty fifth year of queen Elizabeth.

Michael Sands Eſq; of Town-place in Trouley, afterwards knighted, was ſheriff

of Kent in the twenty ſixth year of queen Elizabeth. -

William Cromer Eſq; of Tunſtal, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty ſeventh year of

queen Elizabeth.

Sir James Hales, of the Dungeon in Canterbury, was ſheriff of Kent the twenty

eighth of queen Elizabeth.

john Phineux, of Haw court in Herne, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty ninth year

of queen Elizabeth. -

Richard
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Richard Hardres Eſq; of Hardres, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirtieth year of

queen Elizabeth. - -

William Sidley Eſq; of Southfleet, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty firſt year of

queen Elizabeth.

Thomas Willoughby Eſq; of Bore-place in Chiddingſtone, was ſheriff of Kent in

the thirty ſecond year of queen Elizabeth.

Sampſon Lennard Eſq; of Chevening, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty third year

of queen Elizabeth. -

Robert Bing Eſq; of Wrotham, a juſtice of the peace in Kent, anno 23 of Eliza

beth, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty fourth year of queen Elizabeth.

Michael Sonds Eſq; of Trouley, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty fifth year of queen

Elizabeth. -

Sir Edward Wotton, of Boughton Malherbe, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the

thirty ſixth year of queen Elizabeth. -

Thomas Palmer Eſq; of Wing am, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty ſeventh year

of queen Elizabeth.

Sir Moile Finch of Eaſtwell, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty eighth year

of queen Elizabeth. -

Thomas Kempe Eſq; of Ollantie in Wye, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty ninth

year of queen Elizabeth. -

Martin Barnham Eſq; of Hollingbourne, was ſheriff of Kent in the fortieth year

of queen Elizabeth.

Roger Twiſden Eſq; of Fortune-hall in great Peckham, was ſheriff of Kent in the

forty firſt year of queen Elizabeth. -

jobn Smith Eſq; of Oſtenhanger in Stanford, was ſheriff of Kent in the forty ſe

cond year of queen Elizabeth.

Thomas Scot Eſq; of Scots-hall, was ſheriff of Kent in the forty third year of

queen Elizabeth. -

Sir Peter Manhood of St. Stephen's, near Canterbury, knight, was ſheriff of Kent

in the forty fourth year of queen Elizabeth: in which year that religious, prudent, and

vićtorious princeſs reſigned up her noble ſoul to that God who firſt infuſed it.

Sheriffs of Kent in the time of King James.

Sir Peter Manhood of St. Stephen, continued ſheriff of Kent the firſt year of king

James. - -

Sir james Cromer of Tunſtal, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſecond year of

king James.

Sir Thomas Baker, knight, ſecond ſon of Sir Richard Baker of Siſingherſt, knight,

was ſheriffof Kent in the third year of king James, and kept his ſhrievalty at Siſingherſt.

Sir Moile Finch of Eaſtwell, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the fourth year of king

James. -

Sir Norton Knatchbull of Merſham, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the fifth year of

king James.

Sir Robert Edolph of Hinxhill, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſixth year of

king James.

. Edward Hales of Wood-church, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſeventh

year of king James.

Sir William Wilhens, of Southend in Eltham, was ſheriff of Kent in the eighth year

of king James.

Sir Nicholas Gilborne of Charing, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the ninth year of

king James.

Sir Maximilian Daliſon, of Halling near Rocheſter, knight, was ſheriff of Kent

the tenth of king James.

Sir William Steed, of Steed-hill in Haretſhat, was ſheriff of Kent the eleventh year

of king James. -

Sir Anthony Aucher of Hautſbourne, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the twelfth

year of king James. .

K Sir.
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Sir Edward Filmer of Eaſt Sutton, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the thirteenth

year of king James.

Sir Edwin Sandies of Northbourne, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the fourteenth

year of king James.

William Beſwick Eſq; of Spelmonden in Horſemonden, was ſheriff of Kent in the

fifteenth year of king James. -

Gabriel Liveſey Eſq; of Hollingbourn, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſixteenth year of

king James. - -

Sir Thomas Norton, of Bobbing and Northwood in Milton, knight, was ſheriff of

Kent in the ſeventeenth year of king James.

Edward Scot Eſq; of Scots-hall, afterwards made knight of the Bath at the coro

nation of king Charles, was ſheriff of Kent the eighteenth of king James.

Sir John Sidley, of the Friers in Alresford, baronet, was ſheriff of Kent in the nine

teenth year of king James.

| Sir Thomas Roberts, of Glaſtenbury in Cranbroke, knight and baronet, was ſheriff

of Kent in the twentieth year of king James.

Sir George Fame, of Burſton in Hunton, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty

firſt year of king James. -

| Sir John Heyward of Hollingbourn, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty ſe

cond year of king James; in which year this monarch caſt off his human frailty, to

ſurrender his ſoul to God.

Sheriffs of Kent under the ſcepter of King Charles.

Sir Thomas Hamon of Braſted, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the firſt year of king

Charles.

Sir Iſaac Sidley of great Chart, knight and baronet, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſe

cond year of king Charles.

Baſel Dixwel Eſq; of Folkſtone, afterwards knighted, was ſheriff of Kent in the

third year of king Charles. *

Sir Edward Engham of Goodneſton, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the fourth year

of king Charles, and had a diſpenſation under the king's hand and ſignet, to inhabit

within the county and city of Canterbury, during his year of ſhrievalty, and to find

a meet perſon to attend at the aſſizes in this place in regard of his indiſpoſition of body.

Sir William Champion, of Combwel in Goudherſt, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in

the fifth year of king Charles.

john Brown Eſq; of Singleton in great Chart, was ſheriff of Kent in the fixth

year of king Charles, and kept his ſhrievalty at Hinxhill court.

Sir Robert Lewknor of Acris, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſeventh year of

king Charles. -

Nicholas Miller Eſq; of Horſnels-crouch in Wrotham, was ſheriff of Kent in the

eighth year of king Charles.

Sir Thomas Stiles of Watringbury, knight and baronet, was ſheriff of Kent in the

ninth year of king Charles.

Sir john Baker, of Siſingherſt in Cranbroke, baronet, was ſheriff of Kent the tenth

year of king Charles.

Edward Chowt Eſq; of Surrenden in Betherſden, was ſheriff of Kent in the eleventh

year of king Charles, and kept his ſhrievalty at Hinxhill.

Sir William Colepeper, of Preſton in Alresford, was ſheriff of Kent in the twelfth

year of king Charles.

Sir George Sonds, of Leeze court in Shelvich, knight of the Bath, was ſheriff of

Kent in the thirteenth year of king Charles.

Sir Thomas Henley, of Courſehorne in Cranbroke, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in

the fourteenth year of king Charles.

Sir Edward Maſters of Eaſt Langdon, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the fifteenth

year of king Charles.

David Polhill Eſq; of Otford, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſixteenth year of king

Charles.

James Hugiſon Eſq; of Lingſted, was ſheriff of Kent in the ſeventeenth year of

king Charles. * Sir
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-

Sir William Brockman, of Bithborough in Newington Bell-houſe, knight, was

ſheriff of Kent in the eighteenth year of king Charles, but being called to manage

this office by that king, when he was in arms at Oxford, he was thought by the par

liament then fitting, to be a perſon in that junéture of affairs, not fitting to have the

managing of a place of ſo great a concern, and was accordingly ſupplanted.

Sir john Honywood, of Evington-court in Elmeſted, knight, was choſen by the

parliament then fitting, to ſerve the ſheriff of Kent part of the eighteenth year of

king Charles, and continued in that office the nineteenth and twentieth years of the

aboveſaid prince's reign. -

Sir john Rayney of Wrotham, baronet, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty firſt year

of king Charles.

Sir Edward Monins of Walderſhare, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty firſt year of

king Charles.

Sir John Hendem of Biddenden, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty ſecond

year of king Charles.

Sir Stephen Scot, of Hays by Bromley, knight, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty

third year of king Charles. º

George Selby Eſq; of the Moat in Ightham, was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty

fourth year of king Charles; in which year that noble, but unfortunate monarch

was put to death.
-

Sheriffs of Kent ſince the death of King Charles.

Henry Criſpe Eſq; of Quekes in Birchington, was ſheriff of Kent part of the year

1649, and part of the year 1650, but in reſpect of age and indiſpoſition of body, his

place was ſupplied by Sir Nicholas Criſpe, his ſon and heir. -

George Curtis Eſq; of Chart by Sutton, was ſheriff of Kent part of the year 1650,

and part of the year 1651. He was choſen to ſerve upon the deceaſe of William Dra

per Eſq; of Crayford, who was named to ſerve, but died not long after his nomi

nation, but by reaſon of age and the crazineſs of his conſtitution, his ſon Norton

Curtis Eſq.; diſcharged the office for him. -

Thomas Floyd Eſq; of Gore court in Otham, was ſheriff of Kent part of the year

1651, and part of the year 1652.

Bernard Hide Eſq; of Bore-place in Chiddenſtone, was ſheriff of Kent part of

the year 1652, and part of the year 1653.

The right honourable Sir John Tufton, earl of Thanet, was ſheriff of Kent part of

the year 1653, and part of the year 1654. -

Sir Humphry Tufton, of the Moat by Maidſton, knight, was ſheriff of Kent part

of the year 1654, and part of the year 1655. . . "

Sir Michael Liveſy, of Eaſt church in Shepey, baronet, was ſheriff of Kent the

remainder of the year 1655, and part of the year 1656. - -

Sir Michael Liveſy, baronet, was ſheriff of Kent the reſidue of the year 1656, and

part of the year 1657. -

Charles Bolles Eſq; of Rocheſter, was ſheriff of Kent in the year 1658.*

Having in a ſuccinét regiſter repreſented to the reader, an hiſtorical view of thoſe who

were ſucceſſively ſheriffs of this county, as high as the light of public record will

guide us to diſcover, I ſhall now in a narrow landſkip, give him a proſpect of thoſe

who in elder times were ſtiled conſervatores pacis, from whence our modern juſtices

of the peace ſeem to have extracted their original inſtitution: they were firſt

eſtabliſhed by Edward the third, and then inveſted and fortified with an authori

ty and power of a very wide latitude, but ſuit::ble indeed to an office of ſo much

concern and importance as they were intruſted with, the main end of their place, in

the firſt foundation of it, was, as appears, Pat. de anno primo Edwar. tertii pars prima

memb ſºptima in dorſo, to array and train the inhabitants of each reſpective county

where the ſcene of their power was laid, and ſo they might be put into a capacity to

repreſs all home-bred inſurrečtions within, and ſecure the nation from the irruptions

of foreign invaders from without, and it is further evident, Pat. de anno duodecimo Ed

‘Lº’.
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war. tertii memb. 16. in dorſo, and again Pat. de anno decimo Edw. tertii pars ſecunda

memb. 35. in dorſo, they were authoriſed by two commiſſioners to reduce all va

gabonds and wanderers, to diſſipate all mutinous and riotous conventions, and to

ſuppreſs all thieves and outlaws, and all other perſons diſaffeóted to the peace eſta

bliſhed; and to vindicate and aſſert the two ſtatutes of Northampton and Winche

ſter, in all the ends and conſequences of them, both which laws direct an inſpection

into the premiſes. The catalogue or regiſter of thoſe who were conſervatores pacis,

of the county of Kent does here enſue.

Pat. 1. Edwar. 3.

primi pars Memb.

fºptima in Dorſo.

Pat. 3., Edwar. 3.

par. prima Memb, 16.

in Dorſo.

Pat. 5. Edwar. 3.

par. prima Memb. 24.

in Dorſo.

Pat. 6. Edwar. 3.

par. prima Memb.

22. in Dorſo.

Pat. 6. Edwar. 3.

par prima Memb. I 1.

in Dorſo. -

Pat. 9. Edwar. 3.

par. 2. Memb, 24.

in Dorſo.

Pat. Io. Edwar. 3.

par. 2. Memb. 18.

in Dorſo.

Qāatuor vel tres

€07 tºſº.

Pat. 12. Edwar. 3.

Memb. 16. in Dorſo.

Pat. 18. Edwar. 3.

par. 2. Memb, 35.

in Dorſo.

Bartholomeus de Burgherſ:

johannes de Iſield.

Bartholomeus Burburſt .

johannes de Cobham

joannes de Iſield.

ohannes de Cobham.

johannes de [field.

William de Clinton

john de Cobham

john de Segrave

Thomas Feverſham.

Willielmus de Clinton

john de Cobham.

Gaffridus de Say

ohn de Segrave

Otho de Grandiſon

Thomas de Feverſham.

jobannes de Cobham

Thomas de Aldon

john de Segrave.

Willielmus de Clinton

Radulphus Savage

Thomas de Aldon

johannes de Hampton.

Willielmus de Reiculuar.

johannes de Cobham.

Thomas de Aldon.

Thomas de Brockhull.

Willielmus de Orlanſton.

johannes de Cobham

Thomas de Brockhull

Otho de Grandſon

Willielmus de Morant.

? re; vel duo eorum.

3uinque"quatuor tres 3 duo eorum.

De confirmatione pacii ac ſtatuti

Northampton & cujuſdam ordinati

onis me qui alicubi incedant armati

ad terrorum populi.

De Feloniis & maleſadoribus noto

rie ſuſpeciis inſequendis, & de audi

endo & terminando felonia tranſ

greſſiones & exce/us.

Tres ºvel duo eorum.

jo. de Warrend Com. de Surrey.

Willielmo de Clinton Com. de Hua

tingdon, quo, &c.

Tres wel due torum in com. Kantii.

Stat.
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Slat. 18. Edwar, 3. In this year the ſtatute was made that ordained that

Cap. 2. their ſhould be two or three wardens of the peace in every

county.

Pat. 29. Edwar, 3. Galfridus de Say

par. prima Memb. 29. Willielmus de Thorpe

in Dorſo. Otho de Grandſºn

Arnaldus de Savage .

Stephen de Valoigns

Willielmus de Norton.

Pat. 31. Edwar. 3. Galfridus de Say

par. prima Memb. 17. Willielmus de Norton

in Dorſo. Willelmus de Thorpe

Thomas de Lodelow.

Pat. 31. Edwar. 3. Rogerus de Mortuomari.

par. 2. Memb, 11. Comes de March, conſta

in Dorſo. bularius caſiri Dovoria,

& cuſtos quinque por

ft/14/71.

Will. de Thorpe a Judge.

Radulphus de Spigurnel

Will. de Norton a Judge.

Stephanus de Valoigns

Thomas de Lodelow

Willielmus Warner.

In this year it being found by experience that the former number of the wardens

of the peace ſettled by the ſtatute of the eighteenth of Edward the third, before men

tioned, was not ſufficient for the good government of this county; It was further

provided by an act made in the thirty fourth year of Edward the third, Cap 2. or

dained, that there ſhould be in every ſhire one lord, and with him three or four of

the beſt in the county, and three or four learned in the laws aſſigned for keeping of

the peace, and to reſtrain offenders. In the next commiſſion awarded after this aét,

theſe eight perſons are recited for the aboveſaid purpoſe, viz. Sir Robert Herle then

lord warden of the cinque ports, and conſtable of Dover caſtle; John de Cobham

of Cobham, Roger de Northwood of Northwood Ralph de Fremingham of

Fremingham or Farningham, Thomas de Lodelow, Robert Winter of Winters in

Boxley, John Barrie of Sevington, Thomas Hartredge of Hartredge in Cranebroke.

But this reſtriction was not ſo permanent, but that in ſhort ſpace the number was

very much augmented., as by the ſubſequent ſeries in the firſt year of Richard the

fecond, may very well be obſerved.

Pat. primo Rich, ſecundi pars prima Memb. 20. in Dorſo.

De juſticiariis ad pacem conſervandam aſſignatis.

Edmundus Comes Cantabrigienſis, conſtabularius caſtri Dovorie.

L - juſticiarii
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johannes de Cobham

Robertus Belknap a Judge

Stephanus de W.aloigns

Henry de Aſtry or Affie, a

Judge of the common

pleas the fourth of

Richard the ſecond.

Willie/mus Horne

Thomas de Shardelow a

* - - - Judge.

iſeZºº.** w; Topcliff
ºf ºr "Lº I//gnati. Thomas Garwenton deWell -

- Nicholaus Hering In Laffir de Sheringhope Shepway

Willielmus Tiltombe St. Auguſtini & ſplem Hundreds in

ºilhelmus Makemade º: apud Wºffmon, prime

johannes Francis die Aprilis.

Thomas Hatredge .

John Bird de Smeth.

Idem Edmundus Comes ſit

pradičius.

- - johannes Cobham

7"ſiciarii ad pacem con- Robertus Belknap

Jervandam aſſignati. Thomas Colepeper -

- Henricus Aſlie

johannes Fremingham In Laffix de Alresfºrd Sutton &

Leucata de 7 unbridge in corn. Kantii.

jacobus de Peckham ... “... "...","...%. de Shardelow 7 ºffe rege ut ſºp

Willielmus Topclive

Nicholaus Hering

Willieſmus Makemade.

After by the ſtatute of the twelfth year of Richard the ſecond, Cap, Io. and the

fourteenth year of the ſame prince, Cap. 1. it was prohibited, that there ſhould be

no more than fix juſtices of the peace in any commiſſion beſides the two juſtices of

aſſiſe, and certain lords who were aſſigned in the parliament itſelf. But in times ſub
ſequent to theſe, when the womb of vice (like the mud of Nile) was more fertile in

the production of crimes, and the ſeeds of contention began to be ſown more plenti

fully in every furrow of this nation, which ſprung up again in a numberleſs variety of

diſcord and animoſity: theſe reſtrićtions were broke, and the catalogue of Juſtices

was improved to that volume, to which it is ſwoln at preſent.

Before I deſcend to a particular deſcription of the pariſhes of this county, I ſhould

take cogniſance of all thoſe towns and villages which by the indulgence of former
princes, where inveſted with the charter of market and fair”: indced all of them had this

Paſſage inſerted in the original grant, quantum in nobis ºff, ſo that many of them when

they came to be diſcuſſed before thejudges itinerant at the general aſſiſes, quo warranto

they were held, that is to ſay, what authority they had to ſupport them, were, if

they were found convenient and neceſſary, ratified, confirmed, and continued; but

again they were deemed needleſs and ſuperfluous, they were at theſe publick conven

tions, by the power of the law then planted in the judges, vacated and diſcarded, this

may likewiſe be added, that many of them were granted with this intention of "...#
I

* But this hath been ſo exactly performed herſt 1659, that I ſhall at preſent decline this

lately by Richard Kilbourne Eſq; of Hawke- track.
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firſt inſtitution only to inforce and aggrandize the ſignory of thoſe manors which

were parcel of the demean of thoſe eminent perſons to whom thoſe above-mentioned

royal charters and conceflions were indulged; as, Sutton Valence, Court at Street,

Shinglewell, and others; and when the title and poſſeſſion of thoſe places, was,

either by purchaſe or marriage, caſt into the tenure of other proprietors, the virtue

of theſe grants began to be diſ-ſpirited, and the cuſtom of keeping up markets and

fairs at theſe manors and pariſhes, began inſenſibly to ſhrink into diſuſe and inter

miſſion. It is further obſervable, that at diverſe places which were endowed with

theſe above-mentioned privileges, as, at Brenchley, Charlton by Greenwich, and

other pariſhes, the market and fair was obſerved and held in the church-yard, and on

the Sunday; it being the great deſign of the Romiſh clergy of thoſe cloudy times, to

whom godlineſs was great gain, in the practical ſenſe, at once to charm the peoples

devotion and benevolence; but, as if there were in the vogue and eſtimate of that

age, a greater degree of ſanctity, entailed on the church-yard, then on the Sunday,

the holding either market or fair in that place was by a ſtatute made in the thirteenth

year of Edward the firſt, chapter the ſixth, wholly interdićted and prohibited; but

though the church yard were thus empaled, and fenced in with this new law, the

Sunday lay open and expoſed to all diſorder and prophanation, until the reign of

Henry the fixth, and then that pious prince reſenting with regret the many enormi

ties and other exceſſes of a black complexion, which were occaſioned by the conflux

of people aſſembled at theſe public meetings, and which had foully ſtained and de

bauched the purity of this ſolemn feſtival, did by a ſtatute made and ratified in the

twenty ſeventh year of his reign, chapter the fifth, for the future forbid the keeping

ofany markets or fairs in any place whatſoever on the Sunday.

I ſhall now take a proſpe&t of all the pariſhes, villages, and manors, which are

circumſcribed within the circle of this county; but before I wade further in this diſ

courſe, I ſhall repreſent upon what reaſons or foundations manors were firſt inſtituted

and eſtabliſhed, by example and reſemblance of the king's policy in the inſtitutions

of tenures, (faith Sir Francis Bacon) the great men and gentlemen of this realm did

the like, ſo near as they could; as for example, when the king had given to any of

them two thouſand acres of land, this party propoſing in this place to make his dwell

ing, or (as the old word is) his manſion-houſe or his manor-houſe, did deviſe how he

might make his land a compleat habitation to ſupply him with all manner of neceſſa

ries, and for that purpoſe, he would give of the uttermoſt parts of theſe two thou

ſand acres, one hundred, or two hundred acres, more or leſs, as he ſhould think

meet, to one of his moſt truſty ſervants, with ſome reſervation of rent to find a horſe

for the wars, and go with him when he went with the king to the wars, adding vow

of homage, and the oath of fealty, wardſilip, marriage, and relief. This relief is to

pay five pounds for every knights fee, or after the rate for more or leſs at the entrance

of every heir; which tenant ſo created and placed, was, and is to this day, called a

tenant by knights ſervice, and not by his own perſon; but of his manors, of theſe

he might make as many as he would then this lord would provide that the land

which he was to keep for his own uſe, ſhould be plowed, and his harveſt brought

home, his houſe repaired, his park pailed, and the like ; and for that end he would

give to ſundry others twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty acres; reſerving the ſervice of

plowing a certain quantity, or ſo many days his lands, and certain harveſt works, or

days in the harveſt to labour, or to repair the houſe, park, pail, or otherwiſe; or to

give him for his proviſion, capons, hens, pepper, commin, roſes, gillifiowers, ſpurs,

gloves, or the like; or to pay him a certain rent, and to be ſworn to be his faithful

tenant, which tenure was called a ſoccage tenure, and is ſo to this day; howbeit,

moſt of the piowing and harveſt ſervices are turned into money-rents: the tenants in

ſoccage at the death of every tenant, were to pay relief, which was not as knights

ſervice is, five pounds a knight's fee; but it was and is ſtill, one year's rent of the

land, and no wardſhip or other profit to the lord. The remainder of the two thouſand

acres he kept to himſelf, which he uſed to manure by his bondman, and appointed

them at the courts of his manor how they ſhould hold it, making an entry of it into

the roll of the remembrances of the acts of his court; yet ſtill in the lord's power to

take it away, and therefore they were called tenants at will, by copy of court roll; .

being
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"being in truth bondmen at the beginning; but having obtained freedom of their per

ſons, and gained a cuſtom by uſe of occupying their lands, they now are called co

pyholders, and are ſo priviledged that the lord cannot put them on, and all through

cuſtom ; ſome copyholders are for lives, one, two, or three, ſucceſſively; and ſome

inheritance, from heir to heir, by cuſtom, and cuſtom ruleth theſe eſtates wholly,

both for widows eſtates, fines, harriots, forfeitures, and all other things. Manors

being in this ſort made at the firſt, reaſon was that the lord of the manor ſhould hold

a court, which is no more then to aſſemble his tenants together, at a time by him to

be appointed; in which court he was to be informed, by oath of his tenants, of all

ſuch duties, rents, reliefs, and wardſhips, copyholds, or the like, that had happen

•ed unto him; which information is called a preſentment, and then his bailiff to ſeize

and diſtrain for thoſe debts, if they were denied or with-holden, which is called a

court baron; and herein a man may ſue for any debt or treſpaſs under forty ſhillings

value, and the freeholders are to judge of the cauſe upon proof produced upon both

ſides; and therefore the freeholders of theſe manors, as incident to their tenures, do

hold by ſuit of court, which is to come to the court, and there to judge between

party and party in thoſe petty ačtions; and alſo to inform the lord of duties, rents,

and ſervices unpaid to him from the tenants; by this courſe it is diſcerned, who be

the lords of lands, ſuch as if the tenants die without heir. or be attainted of felony or

treaſon, ſhall have the land by eſcheat.

I now proceed to trace out the ſeveral pariſhes of Kent, and marſhal them alpha

betically; yet in this ſcrutiny, I have not tortured their names, until by a nice

and curious anationy, they confeſſed themſelves to be either of Britiſh, Roman, or

Saxon extraćtion ; becauſe, at once to decline and unravel this difficulty, I have

caſt them into a peculiar regiſter by themſelves, which ſhall ſtand as an appendage to

the book, and firſt therefore, to go on, I begin with Acris.

A.

CRIS is a ſmall pariſh lying in the hundreds of Folkſton and Lovingborough,

A and was held in the twentieth of William the conqueror by Anketellus de Roſſe;

from which name it paſſed away by grant to the Coſentons of Coſenton in Alresford,

to hold of the barony of Roſſe, and of his manor of Horton near Ferninghem. This

ſeat being thus annexed to the demean of this family, came down to William de Co

fington, who is in the liſt of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen whom king John in the eigh

teenth year of his reign, by pardon abſolved, for having taken an oath to Lewis the

Dauphin of France; Charles king of Navarre (as the private evidences of Cofington

inform me) in the year of Grace 1366, ſettled an annual penſion of a thouſand crowns

on Sir Stephen de Coſington, and Sir William his ſon, for their remarkable ſervice

performed againſt the enemies of his crown and ſcepter. The laſt of this family

which held this manor, was Sir John Coſington, who concluded in three daughters

and co-heirs, about the latter end of Henry the eighth, married to Duke, Wood, and

Alexander Hamon; and upon the diſunion of the eſtate into parcels, the laſt by fe

male intereſt, was inveſted in Acris, and his ſucceſſors remained lords of the fee until

the beginning of king James, and then a fatality like the former, brought the patri

mony of this family to be poſſeſſed by two daughters and co-heirs, ſo that Sir Robert

Lewknor having married Katherine, who was one of them, became in her right en

tituled to this manor, and left it to his ſon Hamon Lewknor Eſq; who deceaſing not

long ſince, hath tranſmitted it during the minority of his ſon, to his widow Dowager.

The manor of Brandred lies in this pariſh, and belonged to the abby of St. Radi

gunds, until the ſuppreſſion, and then it was by Henry the eight, exchanged with the

arch-biſhop of Canterbury, in the twenty ninth year of his reign, and remained par

cel of that patrimony, which acknowledged the ſignory of that ſee, until theſe tempeſ

tuoustimes ſhook it off.

ADDINGTON,
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ADDINGTON, in the hundred of Larkfield, was, as high as any track of evidence

can tranſport me to diſcover, the inheritance of a noble family called Mandeville,

and divers deeds of a very venerable antiquity, being without date, and now

in the hands of Mr. Watton, do atteſt Roger de Mandeville, in thoſe elder times, to

have been lord of the fee : but before the end of Edward the ſecond, this family was

vaniſhed, and had ſurrendered the poſſeſſion of this place to Robert at Checquer,

in whom the poſſeſſion was but of a narrow date, for he not long after alienated his

intereſt in it to Nicholas Dagworth, as is evident by this record, regiſtered in the Book

of Aid kept in the exchequer, de Nicholao de Dagworth pro uno Feodo Militis, quod

Robertus de Scaccario tenuit in Addington de Warreno de Montecaniſo 40s. That is,

Nicholas Dagworth in the twentieth year of Edward the third, paid a reſpective ſup

ply of 40s. for his manor of Addington, which both he and Robert at Checquer,

who enjoyed it before him, held of the honour of Swanſcamp caſtle, as being the

capital ſeat of the barony of Mountchenſey, under the notion of a whole knight's

fee. But in this family the title was as volatile as in the former, for before the going

out of Edward the third, I find it paſſed away from Dagworth to Sir Hugh Segrave;

and he, in the ſeventh year of Richard the ſecond, alienated it to Richard Charles,

deſcended from Edward Charles, captain and admiral of the ſeas, from the Thames

mouth northward, in the reign of Edward the firſt, as appears, Pat. 34. Edwardi

primi But he was ſcarce warm in his new acquiſitions, but he expired in two daughters

and coheirs, Alice matched to William Smith, and Joan married to Richard Ormeſkirk;

but this manor, upon the diſtinétion of the eſtate into parcels, was annexd to the

demeafne of Snaith, and he died poſſeſſed of it (as the date of his tomb in Ad

dington church informs me) in the year 1409; but died without iſſue-male, ſo that

his ſole daughter and heir, being wedded to Watton, made it the inheritance of that

family, and here have they planted themſelves ever ſince that alliance, and have per

formed many ſignal ſervices to this county by being inveſted with places of truſt, as

juſtices of the peace, commiſſioners of the ſewers, and other officers of the like

condition, which hath much enforced, and multiplied the eminent reputation of

this antient family. -

ALLINGTON, in the hundred of Larkfield, is eminent for an antient caſtle within the

limits of it; which, as Mr. Darrell, and Mr. Merſh do aſſert, was erected by William

de Columbariis, or Columbers ; and this Mr. Darrell, who was very curious in diſ

quiſitions of this nature, more poſitively affirms, becauſe in the eighth year of Henry

the third, when (as appears by the records of the tower) there was an exačt ſurvey

taken of all the caſtles of England, and of thoſe who were either proprietors of them,

or elſe the reſpective caſtellans or guardians, one of the above mentioned family was

found to be poſſeſſor of this fortreſs, and was alſo lord of the manor, which was ſtill

annexed to the caſtle; but this name was of no long continuance in the tenure of

either, for about the latter end of Henry the third, they came to own the ſignory of

Sir Stephen de Pencheſter, lord warden afterwards of the cinque ports, to whom and

to Margaret his wife, daughter of the famous Hubert de Burgh, earl of Kent, king

Edward the firſt granted a licence, in the ninth year of his reign, as appears by the

patent-rolls of that time, to erect a caſtle, and to fortify and embattle at Allington;

ſo that it ſeems it was only before Portalitium, ſome ſmall fortreſs, and could not be

marſhalled under the juſt notion of a caſtle, until it had received new ſymmetry and

dimenſions, by thoſe appendages and ſupplements which were added to it by this

great man; and having thus eſtabliſhed this pile, it came to his own name, and is in

ſome old records called Allington Pencheſter, and not undeſervedly; for in the eighth

year of Edward the firſt, he obtained a charter of free-warren to his manor of

Allington, and alſo a market weekly on the Tueſday, and a fair yearly three days, on

the vigil, the day, and day after St. Laurence, but deceaſed without iſſue male; ſo that

after his exit, it came to acknowledge Stephen de Cobham, who had married his daugh

ter and coheir, and he engrafted his own name upon it, and called it Allington

Cobham, which flouriſhed ſeveral deſcents in this family, until the beginning of

Edward the fourth, and then I find it in the poſſeſſion of Brent, but remained not long

in this name; for in the eighth year of Henry the ſeventh, John Brent paſſed away the

caſtle and manor cf Allington to Sir Henry Wiat, one of the privy council to that

prince,
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prince, but his unfortunate grandchild, Sir Thomas Wiat, having by his defeótion

in the ſecond year of queen Mary, forfeited it to the crown, it remained there untill

queen Elizabeth granted to it Joſeph Aſtley Eſq: maſter of her jewels, whoſe ſon

Sir Joſeph Aſtley dying without iſſue, it became by deſcent to Sir Jacob Aſtley,

created lord Aſtley by the late king at Oxford, whoſe deſcendant does now enjoy

the poſſeſſion of it. -

AlkHAM, in the hundred of Folkſton, hath divers places in it of account.

Malmains, by vulgar corruption of the word, called Smalmains, with Hollmeade,

which was ever accounted an appendage to it, are firſt to be conſidered. In the

twentieth year of Edward the third I find Thomas de Malmains, ſon of Nicholas de

Malmains, (who was poſſeſſor of both theſe places in times of an elder computation)

paid reſpective aid, at making the black prince knight, for his lands at Alkham. But

after this, I find no more intelligence given me by record of this family; for about

the beginning of Henry the fourth I diſcover John Alkham (who extraćted his firname

from this pariſh, and it is probable had here his manſion, though now it may have found

a double ſepulchre, that of oblivion, and its own rubbiſh) to have been poſſeſſed of

them both, which he held in Caſtle-Guard tenure of Dover caſtle, and paid a ſubſi

diary ſupply for them in the fourth year of that prince, at the marriage of Blanch his

daughter; from which temporary aſſeſſment or contribution, ſeveral parcels of land

in this county have ever fince contračted the name of Blanch-lands. In Alkham.

the ſignory of both places reſided, until the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, and

then they were demiſed by Peter Alkham to John Warren gentleman; in which

name, after they had continued until the latter end of Henry the eighth, Malmains

was paſſed away to Brown, who in our memory conveyed it by ſale to Luſhinton;

and Hollmeade was by the ſame viciſſitude annexed to the demeaſh of Wollet, a

name that is, grown reverend by an efflux of many ages, both here and at

Elham

The Manor of Hoptoms, another place conſiderable in Alkham. If you will

ſearch who was in elder times poſſeſſed of it, the private dates of leſſee deeds will inform

you, that antiently it was the inheritance of Peter de Hall, but was not long per

manent in the poſſeſſion of this name, for in the twentieth year of Edward the third,

(as appears by the Book of Aid) it was the inheritance of William de Bourn; and here

it ſeems the title was more conſtant, for in this family it was reſident until the be

ginning of Henry the ſixth, and then it was alienated to Baker of Caldham, in whom.

it had not iong continued, but by his daughter and coheir, it became the inheritance

of Robert Brandred, from which name, about the latter end of Edward the fourth, it

paſied away by ſale, to Brown of Bechworth Caſtle in Surrey, and here it fixed,

until that age, which came within the verge of our grandfather's remembrance,

and then it was demiſed to Godman, in whoſe deſcendants the propriety now

continues. -

Evering is the laſt place of account in Alkham: it was the poſſeſſion of a family.

fo called which branched from the antient lords of Folkſton, ſirnamed Averenches,

whoſe arms were (as is manifeſted by antient armorials) or, five chevrons gules, and

theſe Everings bore or, five chevrons azure. Wolwardus de Evering held it under

the notion and by the ſervice of a whole knight’s fee, in the time of Henry the ſe

cond, of the lords of Folkſton. And by a ſucceſſive channel of many deſcents hath

the title flowed ſo conſtantly in this family, that this ſeat is at this inſtant annexed to

their inheritance. -

In this pariſh is an Eyle-Bourn which riſes in the bottom at Dillingore, which the

inhabitants preſage to be a fatal preſage either of death or dearth; and in a ſhort

diſtance of time and place, from no appearance of head or ſpring, ſends forth ſuch

ſtore of water that a veſſel of conſiderable burden may float therein; then the water

being inforced into a ſtream runs down to Chilton, and diſgorges itſelf into the river,

which meets the ſea at Dover.

ApulpoRE, in the hundred of Blackborn, in the year of grace 1032, was, by an eſpe

cial licence firſt obtained from Canutus and Elfgiva his queen, and given by Fadſin'

biſhop.
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biſhop of St. Martins without Canterbury, to the Prior and Monks of Chriſtchurch

& eſt decibo eorum ſays the book of that convent; that is, it was granted to them for a

ſupport of diet. In the eleventh year of Edward the third, there was a licenſe

granted to the then archbiſhop, and others by his royal patent, obſternere quandam

antiquam trencheam, qua ducit a brachio maris vocato Apledore verſus villam de Romney,

thoſe are the words of the record; that is, to intercept and dam up a certain trench

or channel which proceeds from an arm of the ſea, called Apledore, (for then it

ſeems the ſea flowed up to this place, though now it has wholly deſerted it) and

leads to the town of Romney. But to proceed; Apledore having by the aboveſaid

donation been linked to the eccleſiaſtical patrimony, continued wrapped up in that

intereſt, until the reſignation of the revenue of the priory of Chriſtchurch, into the

hands of king Henry the eighth, and then he ſettled it, by a new grant, on his new

erected dean and chapter of Chriſtchurch.

Horneº-place, in this pariſh, was the ſeat many hundreds of years of gentlemen

of that ſirname. William Horne was one of the conſervators of the peace in the firſt

year of Richard the ſecond for this county, and Michael Horne was ſheriff of Kent

in the ſeventh year of Henry the fourth, and held ſhrievalty at Apledore, and from

him did the propriety of this place deſcend to Anne Horne, the laſt of this name, who

matched with Benedićt Guldford Eſq: who in her right, as being the ſole inheritrix

of this place, became lord of this ſeat, but he denying the oath of ſupremacy,

which began about the twelfth and thirteenth of queen Elizabeth to be rendered to

Romiſh recuſants, and ſheltering himſelf by a receſs and flight into foreign parts, fell

under the diſpleaſure of the queen, and his eſtate under the fury of a premunire; ſo

that this manor was torn away from his intereſt by a confiſcation of it to the crown,

and ſhortly after the abovementioned princeſs granted it to her faithful ſervant

George Chowte Eſq: from whom it deſcended to his great grandchild Ed

ward Chowt Eſq.; deceaſed, a perſon who for his ſupport of learning in theſe

times, (wherein if ſome whoſe palates do decline it with regret and diſguſt, might be

confirmed in that licentious liberty which they pretend to, they would ſcarce leave

us the title page, to inform poſterity, that there was once religion or learning in

habiting among us) cannot be mentioned by the faulters and abettors of literature,

or at leaſt the pretenders to it, without ſome grateful acknowledgment.

Dean Court, in this pariſh, was the manſion of a family who borrowed their fir

name from this town, and were called Apledore, and ſealed with a pile ſurmounted

with a feſs, which was their paternal coat; but before the latter end of Edward the

third, this family found its ſepulcher in a female heir, for Thomas de Apledore,

dying without iſſue, Enith his only ſiſter entituled her huſband William Roper to

his eſtate here, and in the confining marſh: and by an uninterrupted right derived

from this alliance, hath the title of this place been ſupported in the family of Roper,

for ſo many deſcents, that it is now at laſt devolved to the right honorable Chriſto

pher Roper, baron of Tenhan, in whom it is at this inſtant reſident.

There was a caſtle antiently here at Apledore, which when the Danes in the reign

of Etheldred, father of Edmund Ironfide, made this county the ſcene of their devaſta

tions, was mingled by the flame they put it into, in the year 892, in its own rubbiſh,

yet like the Phoenix, it roſe into new ſhape and frame again, out of its aſhes, and con

tinued in the regiſter and under the notion of the caſtles and fortreſſes of this county,

until the year 1380, and then (as How relates in his Chronicle, who likewiſe re

preſents the former tragedy,) the French making an hoſtile eruption on this part of

the county, made it once more a pitied and calamitous heap of flame and ruin; out

of whoſe diſmantled reliques, the church now viſible was not only repaired, but as

ſome from antient tradition affirm, wholly reedified; a probable argument of the

ancient grandeur, magnificence, and ſtrength of this now totally-demoliſhed fortreſs.

I had almoſt omitted the manor of Frenchay, which likewiſe lies within the cir

cle of Apledore, and had in elder times, as appears by old evidences, owners of that

frname; but the greateſt glory that it atchieved, was, that ever ſince the reign of

Edward the third, until the government of Henry the eighth, it acknowledged the

family of Haut for its proprietaries, the laſt ofwhich was Sir William Haut, who con

cluded in two daughters and coheirs, whereof Joan the youngeſt alsº Sir

* Thomas
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º

Thomas Wiat, ſhared his eſtate at this place; but he being attainted in the ſecond

year of queen Mary, this was confiſcated to the crown, and lay there until the twenty

fourth of queen Elizabeth, and then it was granted back to George Wiat Eſq: whoſe

ſon Sir Francis Wiat, not many years ſince, paſſed it away to Thomas Floyd of Gore

court in Otham Eſq: and he, in the year 1636, alienated it to Sir Edward Hales

of Tunſtall, knight and baronet, whoſe grandchild Sir Edward Hales is now in

poſſeſſion of it.

ApleDoRE had antiently a market to be obſerved here weekly, granted to it, by

Fdward the third, in the thirty ſecond year of his reign, which ſince is vaniſhed into

diſuſe by intermiſſion.

Apish AM, in the hundred of Downhamford, was given to the monks of St. Au

guſtins (as appears by Chriſt Church book) by Ethelbald, ſon of Ethelbald, king of

Kent, anno Domini 616. Cum campu, ſilvis, paſtuis, &c. (as the record mentions)

ad Îllam pertinentibus ad cibum monachorum eccleſiæ Chriſti Cantuariae, liberam ab omnibus

ſecular ſervitiis, & fiſcali tributo, exceptis tribus ſiis conſuetudinibus, (id ºff, communi labore,

expeditione dequo mullus excipiatur) pontis conſtructione, velarcis; and whereas we frequent

ly trace in antient chartularies theſe three letters L. S. A., which may at firſt ap

pearance ſeem to wrap up ſome gloomy and myſterious ſenſe, they import no more

than this, that lands which were given by charter to the church ſhould be Libera ſcut

Adiſham; that is, be fortified with the ſame franchiſes and liberties as Adiſham.

originally was. The Auſtins for ſome hundreds of years have been tenants for

this and the manor of Godmerſham to the church, as if to improve and gratify

the memory of Auguſtine, their firſt abbot, the monks of Chriſtchurch were

determined to plant ſome of their patrimony in that name, though perhaps but of

accidental coincidence.

ALDINGTON is the next place to be remembered, in the hundred of Street, and

Bircholt Franchiſe more eminent, becauſe here are choſen the officers yearly relating

to the manors of Romney Merſh. Queen Edgiva, mother to king Edmund and king

Edred, gave this town to Chriſtchurch in Canterbury, in groſs with other lands.

anno Domini 961. But in the general ſurvey of the churche's lands in the conquer

or's time, the archbiſhops had twenty one ſullings or plough-lands there, and was

valued together with the appurtenances at Stouting and Lyming at 107, and 25

burgeſſes held of it. The archbiſhops of Canterbury, did uſually retire to their manor

houſe here, and had both a park empailed, and a chaſe for deer, called Aldington

Frith, by which name we expreſs places were deer ranged at large, as in a foreſt.

But when the kings of England intended to pare off ſomething of the revenue and

power of the arch-biſhops, which was in their eſtimate of too vaſt and wide an ex

tent, this manor, with many others, was paſſed away by exchange to the crown, in

the twenty ninth of Henry the eighth, by Thomas Cranmer arch-biſhop of Canter

bury. Temp. Henry the eighth, Eraſmus of Roterdam was parſon of this pariſh.

Ruffins-Hill in this pariſh, was the ſeat of the Godfreys, antient gentlemen, whoſe

eſtate by his two daughters and co-heirs came to the clerks of Kingſhoth, and the

Blechendens. But whether deſcended from Godfrey le Falconer, the ſon of Balder,

unto whom king Henry the ſecond aſſigned, gave and granted much land in theſe

parts, to hold in ſerjeanty, by the ſervice of keeping two hawks for the king and

his ſucceſſors, I cannot poſitively ſay. Much of the land iay in Hurſt, and the

manor is called Falconers Hurſt; and thoſe that for many generations held it, re

ſolved into the name of Michel Grove; whoſe heir general brought this and other

fair demeafns to Shelly's anceſtor of Michel Grove, in whoſe name it reſides at preſent.

The coat very well alluded to their antient name and tenure, and is quarterly argent

and azure, over all a falcon, or. Hurſt was formerly a pariſh; and the church was de

dicated to St. Leonard, but it is now languiſhed into decay and ruin, and the in

habitants aſſemble for the performance of divine offices at Aldington.

AINSFORD, in the hundred of Axtane, lieth upon the river of Darent, and gave ſeat.

and ſirname to a worthy family that continued till the time of Edward the ſecond:

It ,
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It hath the ruins of an ancient caſtle, which reckons them and the Arſicks to have

been the founders.

There is another ſeat, in this pariſh, of venerable antiquity, called Arkeſden,

whoſe owners bore the ſame for their firname, and were of the number of the grand

aſſize, in king John's time; after them, the Cobhams were poſſeſſors of it, and Re

ginald de Cobham had licenſe, the fourteenth of Edward the third, to caſtellate his

houſe, and paid reſpect of aid for the ſame, the twentieth of Edward the third,

at the making the Black Prince knight: from the Cobhams of Sterborough, it came

by the heir general, to the lord Burgh or Borough, from whom, by ſale, it devolved

its right on Sir Samuel Leonard, father of Sir Stephen Leonard, which Sir Stephen

enjoys it at this day. -

Southcourt and Mayfield, are two manors lying in the precincts of this pariſh, and

did anciently relate to the archbiſhop of Canterbury, from whom by exchange they

paſſed over to Dunham, and from that family to the Wiats, in which name and

family they remained, till upon the attainder of Sir Thomas Wiat, they eſcheated

to the crown, which by grant inveſted their right and intereſt in J. Leonard of Che.

vening, from whom they are now come down to be the poſſeſſion of Sir Stephen

Leonard of Weſt Wickham.

There is yet another ancient ſeat within the verge of this village, whoſe name

is Mapleſcombe, and partly ſituated in this, and partly in Kingſdown. This place,

although it now carries a deſolate aſpect, by reaſon of its ruin and depopulation, was

anciently of a high repute and eſtimate. William de Chellesfield (he whom I

ſuppoſe lies interred in Halſted church) held it (as Teſla de Nevil informs me)

in the twentieth year of Henry the third, but his family had not been poſſeſſed of .

it, until the latter end of Edward the ſecond, when the viciſſitude of ſale carried

the title off, to Rokeſley of Rokeſley in North Crey, and Roger, the ſon of Thomas

de Rokeſley, held the lordſhip by a whole knight's fee, in the twentieth year of Ed

ward the third, of Richard de Roſſe of Horton Kerbie, and he held it of the ſuc

ceſſor of Robert de Arſick, and he of the king; yet I find ſome part of it, to have

acknowledged the ſignory of the family of Merworth; for Roger de Merworth, in

the eighteenth year of Edward the firſt, obtained a charter of free-warren, to his

lands at this place; and in the fortieth year of Edward the third, John de Merworth,

this man’s grandchild, was by purchaſe, wholly inveſted in the poſſeſſion, and held

it at his deceaſe, which was in the forty-ninth year of that prince, and John de

Malmains was his heir, who paſſed it away to Nicholas de Brember, of whom I

ſhall ſpeak more at Merworth; and he being attainted in the tenth year of Richard

the ſecond, there was a return made in the twelfth of that prince, that he held this

manor at his convićtion, upon which, that prince, in the thirteenth year of his reign,

granted it to John de Hemenſthorpe, and he, not long after, paſſed it away to Ri

chard Fitz Allen, earl of Arundel, and his ſon Thomas earl of Arundel, dying with

out iſſue male 1416, Joan, one of his ſiſters and co-heirs, brought it to be the poſ

ſeſſion of her huſband William Beauchamp, Baron of Abergavenny, whoſe ſon like
wiſe dying without iſſue male, in the ninth of Henry the fifth, Elizabeth his

ſole inheritrix, united it to the patrimony of Edward Nevil, and in his deſcend

ants did the title remain, until our fathers remembrance, and then it was conveyed

to Lovelace, and is now by Margaret, ſole heir of Richard Lovelace, annexed to

the demeanſne of Mr. *******Cooke, of Lanham in Suffolk.

Eaſthall, in this pariſh, was parcel of the revenue of Rokeſley of Rokeſley, but

when Sir Richard de Rokeſley determined with the name, in a female inheritrix: he

left two daughters his co-heirs, Anne the eldeſt wedded to Sir Thomas de Poyn

ings, and Joan the younger married to Hugh de Pateſhul. She, by marrying

with Sir Thomas de Poynings, intituled that name to the propriety and juriſdiction

of this place, in which family it continued until the fourteenth year of Henry

the eighth, and then, it being found after a ſerious inquiſition, that Sir Ed

ward Poynings, who deceaſed the twelfth year of that prince's government, had

neither lawful iſſue, nor any collateral alliance, which could ſtart a title to

his eſtate, it eſcheated to the crown, in whoſe demeafn this manor was locked

up until king Henry the eighth granted it to Sir Roger Cholineley, who ſud
N - denly
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denly alienated his intereſt here, to Sir Martin Bowes; and he, the firſt year of

Edward the fixth, conveyed it again to Percival Hart Eſq; of Lullingſton, in

whole ſucceſſor, William Hart Eſq; of Lullingſton, the title is now reſident.

Littlemote and Petham, are two manors likewiſe in this pariſh, which augmented

the revenue of Sibell, a family of deep antiquity as any in this track, who were for

many hundred years, poſſeſſed of Petham, and of the houſe which is called Little

mote likewiſe, as is evident by their coat armour, viz. a tyger viewing himſelf in a

mirrour, or ſpigel, both carved and emboſſed very anciently in wood, as likewiſe,

repreſented to the view, in clā coloured glaſs, though much of the land that re

lates to this manſion, devolved to Sibell about the beginning of Henry the ſeventh,

by the heir of Cowdale, whoſe arms, viz. argent, a chevron, gules, between three

bulls-heads, caboſed, ſables, both empailed and quartered with this family, are yet

viſible in many places of the houſe; finally, after theſe two places had ſo many

deſcents, been faſtened to this family, they came down at laſt to John Sibel Eſq;

who concluded in a female heir, called Elizabeth, married to Mr. Robert Boſvil,

anceſtor to Thomas Boſvil Eſq; who, in right of this alliance, is now heir apparent

to the ſignory of them.

There is one part of the church called Arfick’s Chancel, and divers lands here

abouts, are held of the honour of Arſick by knights ſervice, and Robert de Arſick,

that came in with William the conqueror, was one of thoſe that were aſſiſtants to

John de Fiennes, for the ſecure guard of Dover caſtle. He had eighteen knights

fees aſſigned to him, of which, theſe lay in Kent, viz. Fremingham (i. e.) Farning

ham, one knight's fee, Maypleſcombe, one knight's fee, Nutſted in Kent, one knight's

fee, Combe in Kent, one knight's fee, Bekewel in Kent, one knight's fee. The reſt

, lay more in Oxfordſhire, and ſome in Dorſet, Wilts, and Lincolnſhire. In the

reign of Henry the ſecond, Manaſſer de Arſick was of eminent note, in the county

of Oxford, and Mr. Camden, in deſcribing that county, affirms the principal ſeat

of their barony, to be at Coggs, and that the daughter and heir was married to Hu

bert de Burgo, who was earl of Kent.

AlHALLOWS, in the hundred of Hoo, with the appendant manor of Shaw

fted, did anciently celebrate the memory of Delapole. John de la Pole held it in the

twentieth year of Edward the third, and paid a reſpective ſupply for it, at making

the black Prince knight, and in this family, was the poſſeſſion permanent until the

reign of Henry the fourth, and then it was tranſmitted, by ſale, to Zouch of Ha

worth, written in ancient court-rolls and other muniments de la Zouch; and here

the title was reſident until it was by deſcent, wafted along to John lord de la Zouch,

who being a great aſſertor of the cauſe and quarrel of Richard the third, againſt

Henry the ſeventh, like ſome noble fabrick, in whoſe joints the rain hath dwelt,

and ſupplanted the contextures of its pillars, fell under the misfortune of his royal

maſter, and ſunk in the ruins of the fatal field of Boſworth, and in the firſt year

of Henry the ſeventh, being attainted by parliament, his patrimony eſcheated to the

crown, and then that prince granted his eſtate here to his faithful partiſan, Sir

Henry Wiat, whom he had newly taken into his private councels, and from him, did
it ſucceſſively come down to his grandchild Sir Thomas Wiat, whoſe eſtate here,

was much improved and augmented by the addition of Windlehill, another manor

in this pariſh, which, as appears Rot. Eſc. Num. 82. did in the forty ſeventh year

of Edward the third, belong to the abbot of Reding, and upon the ſuppreſſion of

that cloiſter, by Henry the eighth, was, by his liberal conceſſion, made parcel of

his inheritance, and remained ſo until the reign of queen Mary, and then being at

tainted, and convićted of high-treaſon, in the ſecond year of that princeſs, his eſtate

here fell back to the crown, and continued there until king James, in the beginning

of his reign, paſſed away Shawſted and Windlehill to the city of London, and they

again, by their truſtees, inveſted the propriety of them by ſale, in Sir William Gara

way of London, father to Sir Henry Garaway knight, in whoſe deſcendants the title

of them is ſtill reſident.

Place-Houſe, in this pariſh, is ſecondly to be remembered, which was anciently part

of the demeafn of the illuſtrious family of the Pimps of Pimps-court in the #.
T1
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riſh of Looſe near Maidſton, and Philip de Pimp was one of thoſe men at arms,

which the prior of Rocheſter was to furniſh out for the guard of the ſeacoaſt at

Genlade or Yenlade, in the hundred of Hoo, in the eleventh year of Edward the

third. In times of a more modern inſcription, I find Thomas Pimpe the elder, to

be buried in Alhallows in Hoo, and that he made his will the twenty ſeventh of Au

guſt, (as appears by the Repertory of Rocheſter dioceſs) and in the fourteenth of Ed

ward the fourth, William and John were his ſons; Elizabeth unmarried, Margery

lady prioreſs of Malling, and Alice a nun there. Sir William Hampton about that

time, bought much land of him; he (I mean this Sir William) was lord mayor of

London in the time of Edward the fourth; but whether this place was part of this

purchaſe or not, there is no light from any public intelligence that can illuſtrate it;

certain I am, that the Coppingers immediately almoſt after this time became poſſeſ.

of the place, and the propriety is now by female right, of a daughter and heir of a

branch of theſe Coppingers, reſolved into Sir Harbotle Grimſton of Eſſex.

ALRESFORD, anciently written Aiglesford, hath places of confiderable ani

madverſion within the limits and boundaries of it. The priory, or rather now the ſke

leton of it, was founded by Richard lord Grey of Codnor, Anno Domini 1240, in the

twenty fifth of Henry the third, for Carmelite or White Friers, in honour of the Vir

gin Mary; the mother of this lord was Iſolda, daughter and co-heir of Hugh Bar

dolph, lord of Hoo in Kent, from whom he inherited fair poſſeſſions in this county,

and many of his poſterity, in relation to that particular, were buried in the conven

tual church of this monaſtery. Upon the ſuppreſſion, it was granted, with the roy

alty of it, by Henry the eighth, to Sir Thomas Wiat, from whom it deſcended to

his ſon Sir Thomas Wiat, upon whoſe defection, this being, with other land, eſcheat

ed to the crown, queen Elizabeth granted it to Mr. John Sidley, and he bequeathed

it to his brother Sir William Sidley, and from that name it was lately paſſed by ſale,

unto Sir Peter Ricaut, whoſe heir 1657, conveyed it by the ſame viciſłitude to Mr.

Caleb Banks of Maidſton.

Tottington and Eccles, two manors in this pariſh, anciently belonged to the family

of Rokeſley," by one of whoſe heirs general, it came to Poynings, and Richard lord

Poynings, the eleventh of Richard the ſecond, held the manor of Tottington, which

with Eccles, one of his ſucceſſors, in the time of king Henry the ſixth, gave in frank

marriage with his daughter, to James Palmer Eſq; of the Courtlodge in Snodland,

whoſe poſterity after they had held them ſome ſpace of time, ſold them to Warcup,

deſcended from the Warcups of Weſtminſter, in which name, the tenure was not

long reſident, for by ſale, it was alienated to Sidley of Southfleet, and his ſucceſſor

ſuddenly after, by the like fatality, inveſted Ricaut in Eccles, and Madox in

Tottington.

Coſington, is a ſeat of much eminence in this pariſh, and gave reſidence and firname,

to a knightly family of the ſame. And king Edward the firſt rewarded Sir Stephen

de Coſenton, whom he had made banneret, in the twenty eighth of his reign, for his

ſignal ſervice at Calaverock in Scotland, with a charter of free warren to all his lands

at Coſenton Acris, and South Burton, vulgarly called South Blabden in Elham in

Kent. The manor itſelf, holdeth by knights ſervice of the barony of Roſſe of Hor

ton Kirby, from whom they received it by ancient feoffment, and bear, in ſimili

tude of their lords, the Roſſes, the ſame charge in their arms, viz. azure three

roſes, or. The arms of Roſebeing, or, three roſes gules; but when, in the beginning

of Henry the eighths government, the fatality of time had concluded this family in

three daughters and co-heirs, married to Duke, Hamon, and Wood; this manor of

Coſenton, accrued by co-partition to Duke, in which name it hath ever ſince re

fided. There was a free chapel belonging to this manſion founded, as private

evidences advertiſe me, by Sir Stephen de Coſenton, which is now crumbled into ſo

deſolate an heap of rubbiſh, that we can hardly trace out its ruins, even amidſt its

ruins. There was another free chapel in this pariſh, annexed to Tottington by

Richard lord Poynings, in the eleventh year of Richard the ſecond, which hath been

- t ſo

* Rd. ſon of Malgerde Rokeſley, gave tithesof Tottington, to the priory of Rocheſter: ſee Textus Roffenſ,
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ſo diſmantled by the impreſſions of time, and the fury of the elements, that there is

very little teſtimony or evidence remaining, that this oratory ever had a being.

Preſton, in this pariſh of Alresford, is a feat of that venerable antiquity, and hath

for ſo many deſcents, been incorporated into the demeaſh of Colepeper, that it is

queſtionable, which is the ancient cradle or ſeminary of this family, either Bayhall

in Pepenbury, or Preſton in Alresford. Sir Thomas Colepeper, as the old evidences

and muniments of this name inſtrućt me, was of this family, and was governor of

Winchelſey, under Edward the ſecond, by whom he was beheaded, for defending

that town in behalf of the barons, then combined in an hoſtile league againſt

him. Walter de Colepeper flouriſhed under Edward the firſt and Edward the ſecond,

and ſealed with a bend engrailed, which is ſtill the paternal coat-armour of this

family; which I the rather mention, becauſe theſe deeds are the firſt of that nature

which I have ſeen, ſince ſealing with coats of arms grew cuſtomary in this nation,

and argues him to be a man of eminence in this county, as did that ſpreading reve

nue, likewiſe, of which he died poſſeſſed, not only here, but at Farleigh, Peckham,

Wrotham, and divers other places, in the firſt year of 'Edward the third. John

Colepeper was a judge in the reign of Henry the ſixth, and concluded in a daughter

and heir, who, by matching with Harrington, added a confiderable ſupplement to

the paternal revenue of that noble family. I ſhall not more dilate myſelf in this

diſcourſe, it is enough, that I inform my reader, that this ancient ſeat, which hath

been for ſo many centuries of years under the ſigniory of this name, is yet ſo conſtant

to the intereſt of this family, that it is at this inſtant, knit to the inheritance of Sir

Richard Colepeper, baronet.

Roes Place in Alresford, pretends to a deep root in antiquity likewiſe, as being the

ſeat and original of the ancient family of Roe, and from hence, the Roes of Chaf

ford in Aſhurſt, thoſe of Eſſex, and he that was lord mayor of London, have primi

tively in a full channel flowed out; and in this family was the poſſeſſion lodged, un

til that age we ſtyled our grandfathers, and then it was carried off by ſale to Taylor;

which family, not many years ſince, concluding in a female inheritrix, ſhe, by

matching with Warcup, hath eſpouſed the poſſeſſion of this place to that name and

family.

N. this place, Vortimer the valiant Britiſh king, gave battle to Hengiſt the

Saxon, after he had given a vićtorious overthrow to the Britons at Creyford; in

which conflićt Horſa and Catigern, brethren to both the generals, were ſlain, and the

Saxons repulſed into the iſle of Thanet, their firſt aſſigned habitation, not daring to

enter and reinvade the continent whilſt Vortimer ſurvived. Catigern was interred in

that plain which ſpreads itſelf, on the hangings of that hill, which looks down on

Coſenton, where to this day his monument remains, being four vaſt ſtones pitched

iſomewhat after the manner of Stonehenge on Saliſbury plain, but of greater breadth

than they, though not ſo thick or long, whereby it appears like a ſmall ſheepcote,

and is vulgarly ſtiled Citſ-Cotehouſe, which is graphically here imitated. The

like monuments was erected for Horſa, at Horſted near Rocheſter, which ſtorms

and tempeſts, under the conduct of time, have utterly extinguiſhed.

ASH
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See P L A T E, Figure II.

ASH by Sandwich, lies in the hundred of Wingham, and contains many places

within its precincts very confiderable. The firſt is Welmeſtone which is ſituated

partly in this pariſh, and partly in Wingham. Though it be now obſcure, it was

in elder times made more conſpicuous, by being one of the ſeats and reſidence of the

noble family of Septuans. William de Septuans or Sepuans, was in the poſſeſſion of

it at his death, which was in the twenty fifth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc.

Num. 5. and in this family did the title of this place, by the ſteps of ſeveral deſcents;

paſs along until the latter end of Henry the eighth, and then it went from this fa

mily by exchange for other land, to Sir Walter Henley, who not long after conveyed

the demean land or manſion-houſe to Alday, and the manor itſelf to Solley; in Al

day the demiſed premiſes had not been long reſident, when they were ſold to Mr.

Benedićt Barnham, by one of whoſe four co-heirs, the fec-ſimple devolved to the

earl of Caſtle-haven, whoſe deſcendant conveyed it to Brigham.

O Goſhall
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Goſhall, in this pariſh, muſt not be forgotten: it was the reſidence anciently of a

family of that firname, made more eminent by the produćtion of Sir John Goſhall,

a worthy knight, who flouriſhed in the reign of Edward the third and Richard the

ſecond, and lies entombed in Aſh church, in compleat armour, and his ſkeleton un

derneath; his arms are alſo depićted in his ſhield, viz. azure a lion rampant, within

ſemee of croſs croſſlets argent, the heir general of this family was married to St. Ni

cholas of the iſle of Thanet, and after the title had for ſome ages ſettled in this family,

it was by a daughter and heir tranſmitted to John Dynley Eſq; whoſe deſcendant,

about the beginning of Queen Elizabeth, conveyed it to Roper, anceſtor to Chriſto

pher Roper baron of Tenham, who hath lately alienated his intereſt in it to Sir Ed

ward Monins. -

Checquers, in this pariſh of Aſh, was a very ancient ſeat of a branch of the family

•of Septuans, who from their reſidence here, contraćted the firname of Checquer or

Atchecquer, and ſo were ſtiled in ſeveral old records; and after this manſion had re

mained a ſeries of ſome generations in the name of Septuans and Checquer, it ſhrunk

into a daughter and heir married to Alday; in which family, after it had for ſome

time reſided, it was by ſale lately paſſed away to Mr. Thomas Harfleet, and now

owns his deſcendants for its inſtant poſſeſſors.

Hells Twitham is ſwoln up to ſome repute ſince it was the revenue of the Hells,

a family of generous rank in this county, but ſtayed not long in the poſſeſſion, for

about the beginning of Edward the third, they had ſurrendered their intereſt to Twi

tham, a noble family, and of deep extraction, in this territory; Bertram de Twitham

died poſſeſſed of it in the third year of Edward the third; Alanus de Twitham his

ſon, was likewiſe inveſted in it at his deceaſe, which was in the twenty fifth year of

the aboveſaid prince; and laſtly, Alanus the ſon of Theobald Twitham, held it in

the fourth year of Richard the ſecond, and left it to Mawd his ſole daughter and heir,

by whom the title was tranſplanted into Simon Septuans, in whoſe family the property

hath for many ages, even until this inſtant, by an unbroken link been ſeated.

The next place which obviates my diſcovery, is Overland, which, in the twenty

fifth year of Henry the third, was, by the royal charter of that prince, granted to

Bertram de Crioll, and ſo being made parcel of his demean, it remained faſtened to

his intereſt until the beginning of Edward the firſt, and then it was paſſed away to

Leybourn, and was held by Juliana de Leybourn, the heir general of Roger lord

Leybourn; who in relation to that vaſt patrimony her birth entituled her to, might

be juſtly ſtiled the infanta of Kent, and ſhe was firſt married to John de Haſtings, and

ſecondly to William de Clinton earl of Huntington, who held it at his death in her

right, which was in the twenty eighth year of Edward the third; but ſhe deceaſed with

out iſſue in the forty third year of the aboveſaid prince, by either of them, and there

being none, that by the ſtrength of any collateral alliance, could pretend any intereſt

or title to the eſtate, it eſcheated to the crown, and lay there until Richard the ſecond

beſtowed it by grant, on Sir Simon de Burley knight of the garter, and lord warden

of the cinque ports; but he being attainted in the tenth year of that king, it returned

to the crown again, and then it was by the ſame prince, ſettled on the abby of Chil

drens Langley, and was involved in the patrimony of that cloiſter, until the general

ſuppreſſion in the reign of Henry the eighth, and then it was granted in the

thirty fifth year of that prince to Sir Thomas Moile and Sir Walter Henley, and they

not long after conveyed their joint intereſt in it to Harfleet, who almoſt in our fathers

remembrance, alienated it to Bargrave, from whom the ſame devolution brought it

over to Solley, who not many years after, tranſmitted it by ſale to Mr. John Ward

of London, whoſe widow, Mrs. Katharine Ward, now holds it in right of dower.

Goldſtanton in this pariſh, is a ſecond place of note, and was as high as the beam of

any evidence will guide me to diſcover the patrimony of Leybourn. Roger de Ley

bourn, who was in the regiſter of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen who were pardoned by the

pacification, called dičium de Kenelworth, for ſeeking to ſupport with ſeditious arms

the cauſe and quarrel of Simon de Montfort, held it in the fiftieth year of Henry the

third, and from him did it deſcend to his grandchild Juliana de Leybourn, who

- - dying
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dying without iſſue or alliance in the forty third year of Edward the third, this with

Overland eſcheated to the crown, but was granted out again by Richard the ſecond,

to Sir Simon de Burley, who being attainted and convićted of high-treaſon in the

tenth year of his reign, that prince linked it by a new donation to the abby of Chil

drens Langley. But yet I find that in the reign of Henry the fourth, Richard Cli

derow (who was ſheriff of Kent in the fourth year, and part of the fifth year of that

prince, and then again in the fixth year of Henry the #. held it I ſuppoſe only as

a leſſee, and kept his ſhrievalty at this place; he was a man of no contemptible account

in thoſe times, as I ſhall diſcover more amply at Little Betſhanger, which was his

capital ſeat. But to return, after this manor had made its abode in the demean of

the above-mentioned covent, until the diſſolution in the reign of Henry the eighth,

it was then torn off, and granted to Thomas lord Cromwell earl of Eſſex, upon whoſe

attaint, in the thirty ſecond year of the aboveſaid prince, it eſcheated back to the

crown, and then it was granted in the thirty fourth year of Henry the eighth, to

Vincent Engham, Eſquire, whoſe deſcendant Sir Thomas Engham, ſome few years

fince, tranſplanted his concern in it by ſale into Mr. . . . . . Courcelis of London.

Nevills Fleet in this pariſh, was more anciently called Butlers Fleet, as being par

cel of the revenue of that family, and the book of Aid in the exchequer, which makes

an enumeration of the ancient owners, mentions one Richard de Boteler, to have been

its ancient poſſeſſor; but in the twentieth year of Edward the third, when that book

was taken, William lord Latimer of Corbie, knight of the garter, and lord warden

of the cinque ports held it; and in the thirty eighth obtained by the charter of that

prince, a market to be held at Aſh on the Thurſday, and a three days fair at our

Lady-day: and from him, as in divers records it is evident, did it acquire the name

of Latimer's Fleet, but ſtayed not long under that title, for he determined in Elea

nor, his daughter and heir, married to John lord Nevill, who in her right became

lord of this manor, and from him did it contračt the title of Nevils Fleet, and lay

couched in the patrimony of this name until the beginning of Edward the fourth, and

then it was alienated toCromer, and James Cromer, in the eleventh yearof Henry the ſe

venth, alienated it to John Iſaac, from whom not long after, it was brought over

by purchaſe to Kendall, and in that name it fixed, until the beginning of Henry the

eighth, and then it was alienated to Sir John Fogge, and he, before the end of that

prince, conveyed it to Ralph, in which name it was reſident until the beginning of

queen Elizabeth, and then it was demiſed to Spracklin, and Sir Adam Spracklin,

almoſt in times under our fathers cogniſance, paſſed it away to Harfleet, in which

family you may at this inſtant find it.

Molands in this pariſh, gave ſeat and firmame to a family ſo called, who before the

end of Edward the ſecond were worn out, and then it became the poſſeſſion of Har.

fleet, alias Septuans, who much improved the houſe with additional buildings, where

the arms of this family do ſtand yet in panes of very old coloured glaſs, with this

motto annexed, Diſſipabo inimicos regis mei ut paleam ; alluding either to their coat,

which was three fans, ſuch as they fan and winnow corn with, or elſe to William de

Septuans who died in the year 1411, and warred, as the records of this family inform

me, under Edward the third in France, and by his will regiſtered in the prerogative

office at Canterbury, which I mention for the novelty of it, he gives manumiſſion or

freedom to divers of his ſlaves or natives; and Sir William Septuans was his ſon, who

lies buried in Chriſt-church in Canterbury, and as his epitaph on his tomb inſtructs

me, died in the year 1448, and from him did the title ſtream in this name, until the

reign of Henry the eighth, and then I find this ſeat in the poſſeſſion of Robert Read;

but it was not long out of the name, for about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, I

find it re-inveſted again in Harfleet, and remains an eminent manſion of this family

at preſent. -

Many of this ſirname lie buried in Aſh church, for thoſe three altar tombs in the

church yard, and thoſe on each ſide of the north door, were the repoſitories or ex

chequers, that treaſured up the remains of divers of this family, all which had their

figures and arms inſculped in braſs, annexed to their ſepulchres, which by the

impreſſion of times, and the aſſaults of ſacrilegious hands are quite diſmantled, and

torn off. -

Wingham
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JPingham Barton is another eminent manor in this pariſh, which belonged to the

arch-biſhop of Canterbury; and when John Peckham founded his college at Wing

ham in the year 1282, there was an exhibition ſettled on that ſeminary or brother

hood, iſſuing out of this manor, from whence it is ſuppoſed by ſome, it contraćted

the name of Wingham Barton; though I rather conjećture it was called ſo from its

ſituation, in oppoſition to another of that name, called Firmins Barton, lying by

Canterbury. But to proceed, this continued archiepiſcopal, until the twenty ninth

year of Henry the eighth, and then it was exchanged by Thomas archbiſhop of Can

terbury, with the crown, and reſted there until queen Elizabeth granted it to Sir

Roger Manwood, whoſe ſon Sir Peter. Manwood, paſſed it away by his truſtees, not

many years ſince, to Sir William Curteen ofLondon, and he gave it in dower with his

daughter married to Henry earl of Kent, who upon his deceaſe, ordered it to be ſold

to diſcharge ſome debts, and was accordingly not long ſince, by his counteſs, conveyed

by ſale to Mr. James Thurbarne of Sandwich, one of the cinque ports, ſon of James

Thurbarne, Eſquire, a juſtice of the peace in this county in the reign of king James,

whoſe anceſtors from 1331, have continued very eminent in the cinque ports, eſpe

cially in Haſting and Romney, as alſo in Romney Marſh, as appears by divers anci

ent records. But the ancient manor-houſe was, in the fourth year of Edward the

fixth, granted to Sir Anthony St. Leger; and his deſcendant Sir Anthony St. Leger

of Boughton, about the beginning of king Charles, paſſed it away to Mr. Vincent

Denn of Wenderton, who gave it to his nephew Mr. Thomas Denn, and he by te

ſtament ſettled it on his brother Mr. John Denn, who dying without iſſue, bequeathed

it to be ſhared by his four ſiſters, by whom it is deſigned to be ſold to pay debts and

legacies.

Chilton lies likewiſe in Aſh, and claims our remembrance, becauſe it yielded a

ſeat, and afforded a firname to William de Chilton, who held it at his deceaſe, which

was in the thirty firſt year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 25. but after his

exit, it dwelt not long in his name; for in the fourth year of Edward the third,

William Baude died ſeized of it, as appears Rot. Eſc. Num. 25. and here again the

title was as fickle, and unſtable, for in the thirty ſeventh year of Edward the third,

I find the poſſeſſion was departed from Baude, and caſt into the patrimony of Thomas

Wolton, who at that time held it at his death. Rot. Eſc. Num. 13. But after this

family went out, I find the inheritance more fixed and permanent, for by divers old

court rolls that were taken in the latter end of Edward the third, I diſcover William

de Septuans, whoſe ſucceſſors were ſince called Harfleet, to be poſſeſſed of it, and

from him is the property drawn through the ſucceſſive ſeries of ſo many deſcents to

the Harfleets of this age, who are ſtill entituled to the ſignory of it.

Hells is in the regiſter alſo of thoſe manors, which are within the circle of this pa

riſh, and gave ſeat and firmame to a family of no ſhallow antiquity in this traćt;

Thomas de Hells obtained a charter of free-warren to his manor of Hells, in the

eighteenth year of Edward the firſt; Bertram de Hells was lieutenant of Dover-caſtle

in the reign of Edward the ſecond, under Reginald lord Cobham, lord warden of the

cinque ports, and conſtable of Dover caſtle: Gilbert de Hells of Hells court, was

ſheriff of Kent the thirtieth of Edward the third, and in this name did the property

lodge until the reign of Edward the fourth, and then it was by ſale, tranſplanted into

Wroth, and the title there ſettled until the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, and then

it was by the ſame viciſſitude, carried off to Peake, where the inſtant inheritance is

reſident.

Laverocks is another ſeat in Aſh, poſſeſſed by worthy men of that name; one of

them lies buried croſs legged on the north ſide of the quire, with his arms placed on

his ſhield; finally, after this family had for ſome deſcents, been proprietors of this

place, it came to be poſſeſſed by Anthony Laverock, who deceaſed without iſſue male,

ſo that his eſtate here came, the eighteenth of Henry the ſeventh, by Parnel his

daughter and heir, to be poſſeſſed by Edward Monins, Eſquire, and they both, not

long after, paſſed it away to Peake, in whoſe poſterity and name, the title is yet re

maining. -

Fleet is the laſt manor in Aſh, which is ennobled by having (as high as any track of

record can guide us to diſcover) the earls of Oxford for proprietors. Hugh de Vere
- earl
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Earl of Oxford held it at his death, which was in the forty eighth year of Henry the

third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 26. After him, it came down to Robert de Vere, earl of Oxford,

his ſon, and he likewiſe enjoyed it at his departure, which was in the twenty fourth

year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 62. In the firſt year of Edward the third,

Robert de Vere, earl of Oxford, was poſſeſſed of it at his diſceaſe. Rot. Eſc. Num. 71.

In ages of a nearer approach unto us, Robert de Vere, duke of Ireland and earl of

Oxford, held it, but he attempting to ſupport the waning and declining prerogative

of Richard theſecond, againſt the aſſaults which ſome ofthe potent nobility endeavour

ed to make upon it, in the tenth year of that prince's government, was ruined in a bat

tle commenced near Burford, after which he, attempting to decline the fury of that

field by flight, was unfortunately drowned. After whoſe untimely deceaſe, this ma

nor being folded up in the reſt of his eſtate, was ſeized upon, as forfeited to the crown

in the ſixteenth year of Richard the ſecond. Rot. Eſc. 34. parte ſecunda. But it ſeems

it was reſtored by Henry the fourth; for Matilda, this man's mother, wife of Thomas

earl of Oxford, held it at her death, which was in the fourteenth year of Henry the

fourth, Rot. Eſc. Num. 17 from whom it paſſed along to John earl of Oxford, who

ſo vigorouſly aſſerted the intereſt of the houſe of Lancaſter at the battle of Barnet,

where his valour was ruinous to him, for his army was diſcomfitted, and the great

leader of that day, the earl of Warwick, diſdaining to out live ſo black and finiſter

a misfortune, found his ſepulchre in the carnage of that field, but he was reſerved

for better times, having provided for his ſafety by a timely eſcape; he was afterwards

attainted in the twelfth year of Edward the fourth, Rot. Eſc. Num. 28. and this ma

nor, as an eſcheat, annexed to the royal revenue, where it made its abode until the

firſt year of king Henry the ſeventh, and then that prince, after Boſworth field (where

he obtained both the crown and victory together, principally by the courage and

condućt of the abovementioned earl) reſtored this manor to this worthy perſon, as a

guerdon of ſo great obligations; and in this family did it afterwards, without any

interruption, continue until the beginning of queen Elizabeth, and then Gurſon,

which was a principal part of it, was ſold by John earl of Oxford, to Hamon, and

the reſidue of this manor to Peyton and Harfleet; in which families, the intereſt of

this manor, thus reſolved and ſplit into parcels, is at this inſtant reſident.

Richborough Caſtle, called ſometimes Rateſborough, though now it be only eminent

by thoſe majeſtick ruins, which at diſtance court the eye of the beholder; yet in

ages of a more reverend inſcription, it was of more conſiderable account. Auſonius

in his poems, mentions one Flavius Sančius, who was commander in chief of this

fortreſs, as appears by this diſtich.

Militiam nullo qui turbine ſedulus egit,

Praeſide laclatus quo Rutupinus ager.

And in another diſtich he records the death of his uncle Contentus, who paid the

laſt debt he owed to nature at this place, upon whoſe aſhes he drops this memorial.

Et patruos elegia meos reminiſtere cantus,

Contentum tellus quem Rutupina tºgit.

If you will hear more of this caſtle, I ſhall repreſent it to you, as Leland deſcribes

it in the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth, at which time he viſited ſeveral parts

of this county. The ſite of the old town or caſtle (ſays he) is wonderful fair upon

a hill, the walls which remain there yet, be in compaſs about almoſt as much as the

Tower of London; they have been very high, thick, ſtrong, and well embattled;

the matter of them is flint, marvellous and long bricks, both white and red, of the

Britiſh faſhion; the cement was made of the ſea, and ſmall pebbleg There is a great

likelihood that the goodly hill about the caſtle, and eſpecially towards Sandwich,

hath been well inhabited, corn grows there in marvellous plenty; and in going to
plough, there hath been time out of mind, and now is found more antiquities of

Roman money, than in any place elſe of England.
P N. Surely
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Surely reaſon ſpeaks that this ſhould be Rutupinum, for beſides the name ſome

what toucheth thevery near paſſage from Calais cliffs, or Calais wasto Rateſborough and

now is to Sandwich, which is about a mile off, though now Sandwich be not cele

brated, becauſe of Goodwin Sands, and the decay of the haven: there is a good

flight ſhot off from Rateſborough toward Sandwich, a great dike caſt in a round com

paſs, as if it had been for defence of men of war; the compaſs of the ground with

in is not much above an acre, and it is very hollow by caſting up the earth: they call

this place their little borough. Within the caſtle is a little pariſh church of St. Au

guſtine, and an hermitage; I had antiquities of the hermit, who is an induſtrious

man. Not far from the hermitage is a cave, where men have ſought and digged for

treaſure, I ſaw it by candle within, wherein were conies; it was ſo ſtreight that I had

no mind to creep far in. In the north ſide of the caſtle, is an head in the wall, now

fore defaced by the weather; they call it queen Bertha's head; near to that place, hard

by the wall, was a pot of Roman money lately found. Thus far he. The ancient

lords of the caſtle, were the earl of Oxford; and Edward earl of Oxford, in the be

ginning of queen Elizabeth, alienated it to Gant. -

ASH juxta Faukham, lies in the hundred of Acſtane, anciently written Clacſtane,

and was in elder times, the inheritance of the Latimers. William de Latimer held

it in the thirtieth year of Edward the firſt, and by the royal indulgence of that prince,

obtained a charter of free-warren to his manor of Aſh, which he held of Roger de

Mowbray. After the Latimers were worn out, the noble family of Grandiſon ſuc

ceeded in the poſſeſſion, and Otho de Grandiſon held it, as appears by the Book of

Aid, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, at making the Black prince knight,

by the fourth part of a knight's fee; but after this, there is little evidence that it

was long conſtant to the intereſt of this family; for in the reign of Richard the ſe

cond, it was wrapped up in the demean of Creſſel, a family that were intituled to a

large revenue, both at Chiſelhurſt, Hartley, and elſewhere in this track; but it ſeems

took no deep root at this place, for in the fourth year of Henry the fourth,

the knights hoſpitalers held it at the marriage of Blanch, that prince's daughter, but

whether they had it by purchaſe or exchange from Creſſel, the record in the ex

chequer does not ſpecify: and here it became fixed, and was eſteemed as one of the

principal manors, relating to their order, in this county, until the reign of Henry

the eighth, and then, in the thirty ſeventh year of that prince, not without much

conteſt and ſtruggling, this was with the reſt of their revenue ſurrendered, and being

made parcel of the income of the crown, king Edward the ſixth, about the ſecond

year of his reign, granted it to Martin Bowes, and he had iſſue William Bowes, who

determined in two daughters and co-heirs ; Elizabeth married to William Buggin,

and Anne married to Sir Edmund Fowler, who divided his patrimony; and this,

upon the partition, was united to the revenue of Fowler, and continues ſtill to ac

knowledge his deſcendants for proprietors.

South-Aſh, is another manor in this pariſh, which had owners in elder times, of

that name; for in the Book of Aid, I find that John at South Aſh paid an auxiliary

ſupply for his manor of South-Aſh at making the Black prince knight; but it is poſ

ſible, this man’s original name was Hodſoll, and borrowed this name from the ſitua

tion and poſition of his habitation, which was Southerly; and that which induces

me to this conjećture is, that upon a peruſal of the original evidences, I find that

the family of Hodſoll, was long before poſſeſſors of this manor, a particular ſeries

of whom I could diſcover to the reader, but that I will not clog this treatiſe with

ſuperfluities, nor is this manor departed from the ſignory of this name, but is at

this inſtant involved in the patrimony of Mr. William Hodſoll.

Hodſoll and Halywell are two other little manors in Aſh, whereof the laſt hath

been the ſeat of Hodſoll, who borrowed their ſirname from the firſt, many hundred

years; and in relation to this, aſſumed the bearing of three ſtone fountains,

two and one, ſuch as uſed to be dedicated to ſome ſaint, and were frequented an

ciently by ſuch who repoſed any confidence in his virtue and miraculous efficacy,

whoſe name they bore; and of this figure was that ſtone well at Brackley, com

monly called St. Rumbal's Well, much frequented in the miſty times of popery, for

the cure of fore eyes, and other maladies, and that this was the ancient coat of

this
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this family is moſt certain; for William Hodſoll, who in ſeveral deeds writ himſelf

Eſquire, both in the reign of Henry the fifth and Henry the fixth, ſealed with the

three ſtone fountains only; but now I know not upon what conſideration the feſs

wavee is added; ſo that the coat is now azure, a feſs wavee, between three ſtone

fountains, argent: but to proceed, as Hodſoll and Halywell have for ſomany generati

ons owned the title of that name and family, ſo hath no viciſſitude of time ſo carried

off the propriety of them, but that they are ſtill the preſent demean of Mr. William

Hodſoll.

North-Aſh is another manor in this pariſh, which hath been accounted a limb of

the great manor of St. John's at Sutton at Hone, and upon the ſuppreſſion of the

Alberge of the knights hoſpitalers here in England, who for many hundreds of years

had owned this manor, was by Henry the eighth granted to Sir Maurice Dennis, by

whoſe coheir it came to Wrote, and he paſſed it away to Thomas Smith Eſq; who

upon his deceaſe, gave it to his ſecond ſon Sir Thomas Smith, in whoſe deſcendants

the intereſt of it is wrapped up at preſent.

Scotgrove is the laſt place of account in Aſh: it was in ages of a very high aſcent,

the eſtate of a family called Torpell. Mabilia Torpell, widow of John de Torpell,

who held it in the reign of Henry the third, died in the enjoyment of it, in the time

of Edward the firſt, as appears Rot. Eſc. Num, 27. In the times of a lower gradati

on, I find this family vaniſhed, and then this manor came to be under the ſignory of

Catwick, and John de Catwick held it, and paid reſpective aid for it, (as appears

by the Book of Aid) at making the Black prince knight. After this family had de

ſerted the poſſeſſion of this place, I diſcover, by ſome old deeds that commence from

the reign of Richard the ſecond, that the Frankenhams were lords of the fee, who,

before the latter end of Henry the fifth, were gone out, and then it came to own the

propriety of Poynings, and went along with this name until it devolved to Sir Edward

Poyning, who had it in poſſeſſion at his death, which was in the twelfth year of

Henry the eighth, and after a ſolemn and ſignal inquiſition taken in the fourteenth

year of that monarch, to diſcover if there could be traced out any collateral alliance

(for he died without any lawful iſſue) that could juſtify a claim to his eſtate, and

there none appearing who could do it, this manor, with much other land, eſcheated

to the crown, and then the aboveſaid prince granted this to William Lewknor Eſq;

in which family it had not reſted many years, when it was conveyed by ſale to Vane,

from whom, by the like viciſſitude in that age we call our fathers, it came to be the

poſſeſſion of Walter of Faukham.

The priory of St Helens in London, had ſome intereſt at South-Aſh in the fourth

year of Henry the fourth, as appears by the rolls of Blanch Lands kept in the ex

chequer, but whether upon the ſuppreſſion it were wrapped up in the manor of Aſh,

and ſo conveyed in the general conceſſion or grant, as being a perquiſite, I am uncertain.

ASHFORD, in the hundred of Chart and Longbridge, was one of thoſe manors

which was marſhalled under the juriſdiction and propriety of the eminent family of

Crioll. Simon de Crioll, in the twenty ſeventh and twenty eighth year of Henry the

third, obtained a charter of free warren to his manor of Aſhford, and Mawde de

Crioll, his widow, died ſeized of it in the fifty ſecond year of Henry the third, and

left it to her ſon William de Keriell, who, as William Glover, Somerſet, herald out

of an old court roll does atteſt, confirmed that change his nother had deſigned in

her life time, and paſſed away this manor to Roger de Leybourne for Stoëton in

Huntington-ſhire, and Rumford in Eſſex, and from him did it come down to his

grandchild Juliana de Leybourn, ſole heir of Roger de Leybourne, whoſe ſecond

huſband, William de Clinton earl of Huntington, was poſſeſſed of it at his death,

which was in the twenty eighth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 59. And

after him Juliana his counteſs, deceaſing without iſſue, and without kindred, in the

forty third year of the aboveſaid prince, it eſcheated to the crown, and this monarch

defiring to enhance the revenue of the church rather then his own, gave it to the deans

and canons of St. Stephen's in Weſtminſter, which donation wasconfirmed by Richard

the ſecond, in the twelfth year of his reign, and afterwards more amply ratified with

all the franchiſes it was anciently fortified with, in the twenty firſt year of his rule, as

appears
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appears Pat. 1. Memb. 35. par. 3., and with it conveyed divers lands here at Aſhford

and elſewhere, which were formerly relating to the family of Leybourne; but being

granted to Sir Simon de Burleigh, returned back to the crown upon his attaint, which

was in the tenth year of the abovelaid prince, and here in the revenue of this cloiſter

did it make a ſecure abode, until the rough hand of Henry the eighth, like that of

AEolus, ſcattered ſuch a tempeſt upon theſe and all other cloiſters, that they ſhrunk

into a common diſſolution, and then this manor, being in that whirlwind raviſhed

from the church, and tranſplanted into the crown, was by that monarch granted

with Weſture (which was purchaſed by Cardinal Kempe of Aldon, about the twenty

eighth of Henry the ſixth, and ſettled on the college of Wie, and came to the crown

upon its ſuppreſſion) to Sir Anthony Aucher and Joſeph Polſted, and they, not many

years after, conveyed them by ſale, to Sir Andrew Judde, who expiring in a female

heir called Alice, ſhe, by marrying with Sir Thomas Smith, annexed them to his re

venue, and from him is both Aſhford and Weſture come down by deſcendant right

to his great grandchild, Philip Viſcount Strangford.

Repton, in this pariſh, was the ſeat of the ancient family of Valoigns. Waretius de

Valoigns, in a deed, whereby on Aſh-wedneſday in the forty fifth year of Henry the

third, he releaſes ſome ſervices due to his manor of Swerdlin, to Cecilia widow of Ri

chard Greenbold, writes himſelf of Repton. Rualonus de Valoigns was ſheriff of

Kent, in the firſt year of Henry the ſecond, and dwelt ſometimes at Repton, and

ſometimes at Tremworth. The laſt of this family at this place was Waretius de Va

loigns, who concluded in two daughters and coheirs; one of them, by marrying

Sir Thomas Fogge, brought this and much other land to own the title of that family,

and they afterwards made this their ſeat, which was productive of perſons as emi

nent for piety, prudence and valour, as any in this county, either in times which

have been tempeſtuous, or elſe in thoſe which have been calm and ſerene,

in one of which was Sir Joſeph Fogge, comptroller of the houſe, and privy

councellor to Edward the fourth, who founded a college here at Aſhford, conſiſting

of a prebendary as the head, and of certain prieſts and choriſters as members. But

to proceed; after this ſeat had ſo many generations acknowledged the intereſt of this

family, it was in the beginning of queen Elizabeth, alienated by George Fogge to

Sir Michael Sonds, and he conveyed it to John Tufton Eſq; whoſe great grandchild,

the right honourable John Tufton, earl of Thanet, is the inſant lord of the fee.

There was a perpetual chancery here at Aſhford, in a certain chapel dedicated to

the virgin Mary, which was founded by William de Sodington, for which he had a

conceſſion from royal authority, as appears Pat. 17. Edw. 3. parte ſecunda, Memb.

37. The land which was tied to ſupport it, lay in Aſhford, Willeſborough, Charing,

and Kennington. which upon the ſuppreſſion being diſperſed into many hands, I ſhali

decline any farther labour to trace out. -

Ashford had a market upon the Saturday, which was allowed by the judges

itinerant to William de Leybourn, in the ſeventh year of Edward the firſt, which

being thus ratified and confirmed, continuethin force upon that day, even at this inſtant,

I had almoſt forgot Merdall, which is the laſt manor in this pariſh. It was includ

ed in the patrimony of Corbie, until Robert Corbie of Boughton Malherbe cºn

cluded in a daughter and heir of Joan Corbie, married to Sir Nicholas Wotton, twice

lord mayor of London; by which marriage, all that vaſt demeaſne which a know

ledged the intereſt of that family, came to be united to this, and continued many

years couched in their inheritance, until at length, that is, almoſt in our grandfathers

remembrance, it devolved by ſale to Hawker of Challock, a family which had been

planted there with a deep root in antiquity, many hundred years, and from this fa

mily the ſame mutation brought it over to Sprot, who, not many years ſince, con

veyed his right in it to Sir Thomas Finch, earl of Winchelſey, father to the right ho

nourable Heneage, earl of Winchelſey, now lord of the fee.

ASHURST, or Aſhenhurſt, in the hundred of Watchlingſtone, with the manor of

Buckland, as an appendage annexed to it, was anciently the demean, as the

Dooms-day text informs us, of Philip de Gerund, and Hugh de Gerund this man’s

fucceſſor, was ſeized both of Aſhurſt and Buckland, in the twenty ſixth year

of

|
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of Edward the firſt, as appears Rot. Eſc Num 71. But after this family determined

in a daughter and heir, who marrying with Chalfhunt, made that family poſſeſſors

of the fee, and Henry Chalfhunt, as we trace by record, held it in the forty fifth

year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 14. And after they went out, it came,

about the beginning of Henry the ſixth, by the heir general of this family, to be

poſſeſſed by Hadde, whoſe ſucceſſor, about the beginning of Henry the eighth, con

veyed it to Waller of Grome-bridge; and from this family, after ſome interval of

time, it was carried off by ſale, to Thomas earl of Dorſeſ, lord treaſurer of England;

and from his deſcendant, the title went away not many years ſince, by the ſame fa

tality, into Rivers of Chafford, in which family the title both of Aſhurſt and Buck

land, are at this inſtant placed.

Chafford next invites our ſurvey; it was, for ſome deſcents the poſſeſſion of the

Roes or Rows, ſtreamed out from that original fountain which was of this name and

family at Roes place in Alresford; and from theſe two thoſe numerous branches

have iſſued out, which, like ſo many divided rivulets, have diſperſed themſelves

into ſo many parts of this nation; but though this family be here (like a river

licked up by a ſummer ſun) ſhrunk into oblivion, and the name wholly dried, yet

hath the title of this ſeat found out another channel: for by ſale, it now flows in the

name of Rivers, and Sir John Rivers, baronet, grandchild to Sir John Rivers, knight

and baronet, deſcended from the ancient family of Rivers of River-hill in Hant

ſhire, upon the late deceaſe of his brother Sir Thomas, is now proprietor of it.

AYTHORNE, in the hundred of Eaſtry, was given to the monks of Chriſt

Church, by Alfred, arch-biſhop of Canterbury, in the year 824, in exchange for

the manor of Berham, but the principal honour which did accrue to it was, that

it was parcel of that eſtate which claimed the family of Badeleſmer for inheritors, and

lay involved in their demean until the unfortunate attainder of Bartholomew lord

Badeleſmer in the reign of Edward the ſecond, when being by this tempeſt rent off

from his name and patrimony, it made its abode in the revenue of the crown, until

king Edward the third granted it to Sir John de Bondon, who in the eighteenth year

of that prince, conveyed it to John de Gildeſburgh. After whoſe exit it came by

devolution to be poſſeſſed by Thomas Holben, who in the twelfth year of Richard

the ſecond, paſſed it away to Robert Dane; and now there being an interval or gap

in the private evidences, which have an aſpect on this place, I muſt next repreſent

Robert Webbe poſſeſſor of it, who in the fourth year of Henry the fixth, tranſplanted

his intereſt in it by ſale, into John St. Clere, and he not long after, by the ſame

fatality, tranſmitted it to Sir Walter Hungerford, who about the latter end of Henry

the fixth, ſettled the right and title by ſale, on Sir Thomas Brown of Bechworth

caſtle in Surry, comptroller of the houſe to the aforeſaid prince, who in the twenty

ſeventh of his reign, as appears, Pat. 27. Hen. 6. Num. 37, obtained the grant of

a fair to be held yearly on St. Peter's day, and in this family the propriety and title

was fixed till the ſixteenth of queen Elizabeth, and then it was conveyed by Thomas

Brown Eſq; to Francis Santon, and his ſon, by the ſame viciſſitude, in the twenty

eighth of the aboveſaid princeſs, alienated it to Sir William Rither of London, who

dying without iſſue male, ſettled this manor on Suſan, one of his co-heirs, firſt mar

fied to Sir Thomas Caeſar, after to Mr. Thomas Philipott, ſecond ſon to Sir John

Philipott of Compton Waſcelin in Hantſhire, and ſhe, upon her deceaſe, gave it to

her only ſon, by her ſecond huſband, Mr Williers Philipott, who hath lately con

veyed it by ſale, to Mr. John Brett of London.

B.

ABCHILD, but in all ancient records, eſcripts, and all other monuments of an

tiquity, written Becanceald, lies in the hundred of Milton, and did, as old deeds

teſtify, relate to the Savages, a family whom elder times repreſented under a charaćter

of much eminence in this tract. Arnold de Savage held this manor in the forty-ninth

of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 39. Parte ſecunda, and in this name, the title

#ood ſome years, until it ſunk into a daughter and heir, who being wedded to

9. William
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William Clifford, branched out from the Cliffords of Clifford's-caſtle in Hereford

ſhire, the title of this manor, with the name, was folded up in this family; and here,

for ſome interval of time, it continued, until that common fate which ſhifts and

changes the ſcene of majeſty itſelf, as well as the face of more ſubordinate intereſts,

transferred this manor by purchaſe, to William Coting, about the beginning of queen

Elizabeth, from whom, not long after, it paſſed away by the ſame fatality, to

William Biggs, anceſtor to that gentleman his deſcendant, both of the name and

family, who is now in the enjoyment of it. •

There was at Radfield in this pariſh, anciently a free-chapel, which is now only

obvious to the eye, by that maſs of ruins in which at this preſent it ſeems to lye gaſping,

the founder and uſes are both unknown; upon the ſuppreſſion, the demean which

was annexed to it, was by the conceſſion of Edward the ſixth, inſtated on John

Bateman, and his ſucceſſor John Bateman, hath, by teſtamentary donation, not long

ſince conferred it on John Bateman of Wormeſeil.

There was another oratory or chapel, whoſe ruins are yet viſible, near the verge

or margin of the road, and here pilgrims who did uſually viſit the ſhrine of Thomas

Becket, at Canterbury, frequently entered to offer up their oriſons, before they ad

vanced any farther in their pilgrimage; the Oratory, as far as poſſible conjectures

guide us to aſſert, was erected in memory and celebration of that counſel held here

by arch biſhop Brigthwald under Withredus, or as ſome copies have it, Muthiedus,

king of Kent, in the year 692. He that will read the reſults and decrees of this

councel, my have recourſe to Sir Henry Spelman's Concilia Anglicana, or his col

lećtions of the Engliſh councels, where he ſhall find the conſtitutions and canons of

this ſynod, repreſented in an exact regiſter to poſterity.

Potts Court in Babchild, vulgarly called Petts Court, was parcel of the demean.

of the priory of Dertford, as appears by an inquiſition taken in the eleventh year of

Edward the fourth, Rot. Eſc. Num. 69, and continued united to it until the ſup

preſſion in the reign of Henry the eighth, and then it was caſt into the revenue of

the crown where it lay, until Edward the ſixth, in the laſt year of his reign, granted

it to Sir Thomas Cheyney, whoſe ſon Henry lord Cheyney, about the thirteenth year

of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away to Richard Thornhill, which Richard was father to

Mr. Samuel Thornhill, grandfather to Sir Timothy Thornhill and Sir Joſeph Thorn

hill, and great grandfather to Colonel Richard Thornhill, eldeſt ſon of Sir Timothy,

which Colonel Richard is lately deceaſed, and Charles Thornhill Eſq; ſon and heir

of Sir John now ſurviving, whoſegreat grandfather Mr. Richard Thornhill, abovemen

tioned, purchaſed Mere Court in the twelfth year of queen Elizabeth, and Potts

Court, Bradhurſt, Queen Court, in Oſpringe, Pitſtock, and Hartie, in the thir

teen year of that princeſs, of Sir Henry Cheyney, and made his ſon Samuel, joint

purchaſer with him, in whoſe deſcendant line the propriety of it is yet continuing.

Morris Court, is a third place of note in Babchild: in elder times it gave ſeat and

firname to a family of that denomination, as appears by the ancient muniments of

this ſeat, but before the latter end of Henry the fourth, this family was vaniſhed,

and then I find the Enghams ſettled by purchaſe in the inheritance, and John Eng

ham, as appears by ancient court-rolls, held it in the reign of Henry the fifth and .

Henry the ſixth, and after him did the title, by ſucceſſive inheritance, tranſmit itſelf

to his poſterity, even until thoſe times which grew near our grandfathers remem

brance, and then it was by ſale, tranſlated into Wolgate, whoſe anceſtors had their

habitation at Wolgate Green in Throuley; and after it had for ſome years acknow

ledged this family for proprietors, it was conveyed to Tilghman deſcended from

Tilghmans of Snodland, from which name it was again by as ſudden a tranſmiſſion

alienated to John Caſtlock of Shepey, allied to John Caſtlock the laſt abbot of the

Priory there, at the ſuppreſſion of it; and this name being lately here by defailance

of iſſue totally extinguiſhed, the heirs of this family, as Knowler and others, ſo de

ſigned by teſtament, do now poſſeſs it.

BADELESMER, in the Hundred of Feverſham, was the ſeat of that family, which

for the great ſway and influence they had once in this country, although they have

their exiſtence now only in annals and hiſtory, deſerve a ſerious remembrance; Giles

'lord Badeleſmer, as the annals of St. Auguſtins inſtruct me, was ſlain in the year

1258.
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1258, in a battle againſt the Welſh, whilſt he, by endeavouring to unite them to the

Engliſh ſcepter, attempted to aſſault their liberty, and they as vigorouſly aſſerted

it. Guncelin de Badeleimer died poſſeſſed of this manor in the twenty-ninth year of

Edward the firſt, as appears Rot. Eſc. Num. 50, and lies buried in Badeleſmer church

with his portraiture croſs-legged, cut in wood, and ſo much left of his name, as diſ

covers to us that it is he who lies here interred; and although there hath ſuch a vaſt

interval or decurſion of time intervened ſince his ſepulcher, yet neither hath time, nor

our modern zeal, more fierce and ravenous than that, ſo defaced it, but that the

effigies inſculped croſs-legged, is yetobvious and viſible, and this I believe will ſuffici

ently refute the opinion of the vulgar, who believe this figure on the tomb

ſtone to be the repreſentation of ſome giant; and this Guncelin had iſſue Bar

tho, lord Badeleimer, that opulent and powerful baron of Kent, who was witneſs

to the charter of Edward the ſecond, by which he confirms the franchiſes and privi

leges of the city of Londºn, in the twelfth year of his reign, and there ſubſcribes

himſelf ſteward of the king's hoſtell, and was certainly a very eminent perſon; for

in the year 1316, when Sir Richard de Rodney was inveſted with knighthood by the

aforeſaid prince, the ceremony of putting on his ſpurs was periormed by Maurice de

Berkley, and Bartholomew de Badeleſmer, but he had not long ſworn to this dimen

fion of power, but there aroſe a tempeſt which blaſted all his blooming glories, for

Iſabel, wife and queen to Edward the ſecond, having by ſeveral good offices perform

ed between her huſband, and his diſobliged barons, ſo becalºped and ſoftened all their

animoſities, that they became inton:bed in a mutual pacification, was ſo inflamed at

her denial of lodging, and accomodation in Leeds caſtle, by Thomas Colepeper the

caſtellan, under Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer, that ſhe egged and puſhed on the

king to a revenge, which was done ſo effectually, that the death of the caſtellan was

the expiation of ſo unfortunate an inſolence, and the loſs of the head of the lord Bl

deleimer, taken priſoner not long after, near Pontfraćt, and the forfeiture of his

eſtate, paid the price of his ambition ; and thus this mºnificent baron, who like a

itraight and procere elm grew tail in title, and like its luxuriant branches, did ſpread

in the extent of his power and revenue, was by this ſtorin ſupplanted, and his patri

mony broken to pieces, being gathered up by eſcheat into the royal demean; and in

this ſhipwreck did this family lye involved, until the ſecond year of Edward the third,

and then the induigent munificence of that prince, buoyed it up out of thoſe ruins,

wherein it appeared almoſt to have been ſunk, and by patent, reſtored him his eſtate

here and elſewhere; and he, in a thankful acknowledgment to heaven for his reſti

tution, according to the piety of thoſe times, ere&ted here a houſe for black canons, or

canons of St. Auguſtines, as the record, Pat. 13. Edw. 3. Ivicº. 6. doth amply te

ſtify, and died in the twelfth year of Edward the third, and left his eſtate to his only

brother Giles lord Badeleſmer, who dying without iſſue, his four ſiſters, Margery

firſt married to William Roſſe lord Hamlake, and thcn remarried to Thomas

Arundel; Margaret married to Sir John Tiptoft; Elizabeth firſt married to William

Bohun earl of Northampton, and afterwards to Edmund Mortimer earl of March;

and Maude, eſpouſed to John Vere, earl of Oxford, became his co-heirs, and that

land here at Badeleſmer, which was not before ſettled on the monaſtery, upon the

partition was knit to the patrimony of Vere, and he died poſſeſt of it, in the thirty

fourth year of Edward the third, and left it with the title of baron Badeleſmer, to

his ſucceſſors, one of which was Joſeph earl of Oxford, who was attainted in the

twelfth year of Edward the fourth, for ſupporting the houſe of Lancaſter, at the

battle of Barnet, but was reſtored both in blood and eſtate; but he never was pot

ſeſſed of this manor, for I find that upon the ſuppreſſion of this cloiſter at Badeleſmer,
it eicheated to the crown, and then Henry the eighth granted it to Sir Robert South

well, and be in the ſecond year of Edward the ſixth, alienated it Sir Anthony Aucher,

and he upon his deceaſe gave it to his ſon Joſeph Aucher, who dying without iſſue

male, Ann his ſole inheritrix, brought it with her to her huſband Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, who about the middle of queen Elizabeth alienated it Sir Michael Sonds,

and from him is the inſtant ſignory devolved to Sir George Sonds, knight of the bath.

There is another manor in this pariſh of Badeleſmer called Goddiſland, which gave

feat and firmame to a family which formerly had their manſion at this place, and John

de Goddiſland is mentioned in the book of Aid to have held it in the twentieth of

Edward the third, and when, after ſome flux of time, this name was ebbedº
- - ICIT)
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from this place, the Atwoods ſucceeded, ſo ſtyled from their habitation, near the

wood; and Robert Atwood died ſeized of it in the ſixth of Richard the ſecond, and

when this family began to decay, the Sawyers came in and were poſſeſſors of this

place; but long the fee was not ſettled in this name, for the title, about the begin

ning of Henry the ſeventh, was engrafted by purchaſe on Cheyney, from which fa

mily by the like current, it flowed about the beginning of queen Elizabeth into Snode,

and from them not many years ſince, it was by ſale wafted over to Franklin.

BARHAM, in the hundred of Kinghamford, gives name to that ſpacious plain,

where the Britons encountered Caeſar and his army, at his firſt landing at Deal, and

and after a ſignal conflict, repelled them back to their ſhips. The old family of

Fitz-Urſe, where formerly lords of this manor, and reſolved into the name of Berham,

after ſuch time as one of them called Randolph Fitz-Urſe, being ringleader of three ca

valiers of the king's court, had impiouſly aſſaſſinated archºpiſhop Becket. I he fact

being ſo barberous in the eſtimate of thoſe times, that flying into Ireland he abandon

ed the name of Fitz-Urfe, and took that of Mac-Mahon, as Mr. Camden notes.

Certainly, as he was the actor, and thereby more ſtained then the reſt, ſo was he

much more culpable, becauſe he held this manor of Berham of the ſee of Canterbury,

by the ſervice of half a knight's fee, ſo it appears by the record of the Aid kept in

the exchequer, and paid in the twentieth year of Edward third; yet did not this

name vaniſh at this place, but ſtill was inforced, and multiplied into many deſcents

from whom iſſued gentlemen of aprime and eminent note in this track, until lately that

fate which ſhuffles both families and kingdoms into diſorder and oblivion, hath torn

this manor now from this name, and by purchaſe brought over the préperty of it,

to Dr. Charles Fotherby, father to Sir Joſeph Fotherby now poſſeſſor of it.

Shelvingborough is a ſecond manor in this pariſh, not to be waved in this ſurvey,

becauſe it was ſometimes one of the ſeats of John de Shelving, who held it in the

ſeventeenth year of Edward the ſecond; but this family determining not long after,

in a daughter and heir, ſhe by marrying with Haut, annexed this manor to the pa

trimony, and in this name the title was carried along by the clew of many deſcents,

until it devolved to Sir William Haut; who about the latter end of Henry the eighth,

concluded in two female co-heirs, whereof Elizabeth was married to Sir Thomas

Colepeper of Bedgebury, who brought this along with her to that family, and he

about the beginning of Edward the ſixth, diveſted himſelf of the poſſeſſion, and by

ſale tranſmitted his right in it to Mantle, where after the title had by ſome ſmall con

tinuance made ſome little reſpite, it was conveyed by ſale to Carliſle; and here the pro

priety was as tranſient, for an alteration of the ſame reſemblance, not many years

ſince, made it the poſſeſſion of Hopday.

Diggs Court in Burham, with the appendant manor of Brome, was the manſion of

the ancient family of Digge or Diggs, which family about four hundred years ſince,

that is about the reign of Richard the firſt, had the aldermanry of Newingate in Can

terbury, as part of their inheritance, which it ſeems was not (as now) elečtive, but

as freehold, either demiſable or deviſable, ad libitum of him or her that held the ſame;

or if neither demiſed nor deviſed of him nor her in life time, but undiſpoſed of at

death, then as inheritance or fee, it deſcended to the next heir at law; theſe alder

men every one of them, kept within their own wards, and happily (as the Jews held

theirs) had at their ſeveral gates a court aſſembled every three weeks, which was

called of our anceſtors, ſometimes the Hundred-court ſometimes the Wardmote, that

is, the aſſembly or the meeting of the hundred of Ward, or the Portmote, as the juriſ

dićtion was called Portſoka. John de Diggs was in the year 1258, a great benefactor to

the Franciſcans, who had then planted themſelves at Canterbury, and purchaſed for

them an iſland in that city called Bennewight. Emet inſulam vocatam Binnewight in

Cantuar. & locum portae ſuper Stourſtreet, ad opus fratrum minorum, & tempore opportuno

tranſlulit fratres adillam, as Leland records of him. Adomarus de Digge, one of this

houſe, was a judge in the reign of Edward the ſecond, and poſſeſſed much land about

Reynham and Newington, which ſtill repreſents his name to poſterity, and is call

cd Diggs Marſh; John Diggs of Diggs Court, was ſheriff of Kent, part of the ſe

cond year of Henry the fourth, and John Diggs his grandchlid, was ſheriff of Kent

in the fourth year of Edward the fourth. His ſon and heir was John Diggs Eſq;

- who
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who likewiſe held that office in the eleventh year of Henry the ſeventº. This our

ſheriff had iſſue, James Diggs of Diggs Court Eſq; who was likewiſe ſheriff of

Kent, the ſecond year of Henry the eighth, and juſtice of the peace for this county,

almoſt all the government of that prince, and he was anceſtor to Thomas Poſthumus

Diggs, the laſt of this name who poſſeſſed it, and he, almoſt in our memory, paſſed

away this ſeat to Captain Halſey of London, and he alienated it, not long after, to

alderman Sir Thomas Soam of the ſame place, who lately tranſmitted it by ſale, to

colonel John Dixwell, for the uſe of his nephew Baſil Dixwell Eſq; of Brome, de

volved by deſcent from James Diggs aforeſaid, to Leonard Diggs Eſq., grandfather

to Sir Dudley Diggs of Chilham caſtle, maſter of the rolls 1637, and he not many

years ſince, tranſplanted his right in it by ſale, into Sir Baſil Dixwell of Teriingham

in Folkſton, knight and baroqet, whoſe collateral deſcendant, that is, his ſon and

heir Baſil Dixwell Eſq; is now proprietor apparent of it. -

BARFREYSTON, in the hundred of Eaſtry, was anciently held by Caſtle Guard

of Dover caſtle, by John de Wybarne, and when this family had abandoned the

poſſ-ſion, which was about the latter end of Henry the fourth, it came to be held by

Harward, and when ſome years it had been wrapped up in the intereſt of this family,

it was tranſmitted by ſale, about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, to Sir Thomas

Brown of Bechworth caſtle; and here the title lodged, until the beginning of Henry

the eighth, and then part of it was paſſed away to Wood, but the manor itſelf reſted

in Brown, until the beginning of queen Elizabeth, and then it was conveyed to Mr.

Thomas Bois, whoſe ſucceſſor, Mr John Bois, not many years fince, alienated it to Sir

Anthony Percival of Dover. -

Hartanger and Soles are two manors, ſituated within the precinóts of this little pa

riſh, which both had owners ſo firnamed: the firſt, after it had been folded up in the

demean of Hartanger, until the reign of Edward the ſecond, was by purchaſe, made

the inheritance of Perot of Knowlton, and Thomas Perot died ſeized of it in the

fourth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 31. but this name determining not

long after, in a female heir, ſhe by marrying Langley of Warwickſhire, linked it

to his patrimony; and William Langley, in right of this alliance, was poſſeſſed of

Hartanger, in the fourth of Henry the fourth, and here it made its abode, until the

latter end of Henry the ſixth, and then it was conveyed by ſale to Sir Thomas

Brown abovementioned, and his ſucceſſor, about the beginning of Henry the ſeventh,

paſſed it away to Richard Merrywether, in whoſe deſcendant line, the title flowed

with ſo even and undiſordered a channel, that it is ſtill wrapped up in (the inte

reſt of ) this name and family. But the manor of Soles remained longer in the name

and poſſeſſion of that family. John Soles held it at his deceaſe, which was in the

forty-ninth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 40. Parte ſecunda, whilſt this

family flouriſhed under the notion of one of the moſt eminent in Eaſt-Kent, but con

tinued here but until the fourth of Henry the fourth, and then I find it linked to the

inheritance of Thomas Newbregge of Fordwich, and in his poſterity did the propri

ety fix, until the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, and then the name expired, hav

ing transferred the intereſt they had in this place, to Mr. William Bois, anceſtor to

Mr. John Bois of Hode, who paſſed away ſome part of it not many years ſince, to Sir

Anthony Percival, but tranſmitted the remainder to his ſon and heir Joſ. Bols of Hode

Eſquire.

BRADHERST, with its two ſmall appendant manors, Peteſworth and Mereſ.

worth, vulgarly called Mereſborough, is ſituated in the hundred of Eyhorne,

and was formerly folded up in that wide and ſpacious revenue, which was

the paternal inheritance of the lords Leybourn of Leybourne caſtle, the laſt of which

was Roger lord Leybourne; in whom the name determined, as the eſtate did after

wards in his ſole daughter and heir, Juliana de Leybourne, who having no iſſue ſur

viving, neither by her firſt huſband John de Haſtings, nor her ſecond, Willian de

Clinton earl of Huntington, nor any who by a collateral relation could fortify, or

furniſh out a claim to her inheritance, theſe manors, which were a limb of it, were

inveſted by eſcheat in the crown, and by Edward the third, were not long after ſet

tled on his newly erected abby of St- Mary Grace, on Tower-hill; and remained

wound up in the revenue of that cloiſter, ºil the common diſſolution did unravel
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it, and reſigned theſe reſpective manors, with the remainder of their demean, up to

the crown; and here the propriety of them made its abode, until the third year of

Edward the fixth, and then they were by the royal conceſſion of that prince, paſſed

away to Sir Thomas Cheyney, whoſe ſon and heir Sir Henry Cheyney, Lord Chey

ney of Tuddington, alienated all his intereſt here, in the thirteenth year of queen

Elizabeth, to Mr Richard Thornhill, which Richard was father to Mr. Samuel

Thornhill, grandfather to Sir Timothy Thornhill and Sir Joſeph Thornhill, and

great grandfather to Colonel Richard Thornhill, eldeſt ſon of Sir Timothy, which

Colonel Richard is lately deceaſed, and Charles Thornhill Eſq; ſon and heir of Sir

John now ſurviving, whoſe great grandfather, Mr. Richard Thornhill, above men

tioned, purchaſed Mere Court in the twelfth year of queen Elizabeth, and Potts

Court, Bradherſt, Queen Court, in Oſpringe, Pitſtock, and Hartie, in the thir

teenth year of that princeſs, of Sir Henry Cheyney, and made his ſon Samuel, joint

purchaſer with him. -

The church of Braderſ, though thruſt into an obſcure and ſilent corner, amongſt

woods and other dark receſſes, yet is ennobled with a monument of one of the knight

ly family of Northwood, which hath this epitaph endorſed; Hic jacet Willielmus

Northwood, cum quatuor ſuis filiis, verus hacres Domini de Northwood. It is probable

this family had ſome retreat or manſion here, at this pariſh, which upon their aban

doning of Bradherſt, languiſhed away inſenſibly into ruin; ſo that the memory of it

now is altogether neglected and forgotten.

BLACKMANSTON, in the hundred of Worth, had a family of good account

in this tract, named Maring or Marins, which it called proprietors. Thomas de

Marings held it at his deceaſe, which was in the twenty fixth year of Edward the firſt,

and ſo did Joan, widow of Roger Marins his ſon, as appears by two inquiſitions taken

after her deceaſe, one in the ſixteenth year of Edward the third, and the other in

the twenty third year of that prince's reign; but after this I do not find this place

long permanent in this family; for in the forty fourth year of Edward the third, Rot.

Eſc. Num, 10. Henry de Hauts of Hautsbourne died poſſeſſed of it, and from him

did the title, by an even clew of ſucceſſion, come down to Sir William Haut, ſon

and heir of Sir Thomas Haut of Hautſbourne, who deceaſed without iſſue male; ſo

that this manor of Blackmanſton, upon the diviſion of his eſtate, came by Joan, one

of his two daughters and co-heirs, to fall under the poſſeſſion and ſignory of Sir Tho

mas Wiat, but continued not long tied up in this demean, for this noble, but unfor

tunate perſon, being engaged paſt all retreat, in a diſaſtrous combination againſt

queen Mary, was attainted of high treaſon, and beheaded in the ſecond year of that

princeſs, and ſo this place being rent off by eſcheat from this family, it jay couched

in the income of the crown, until the twenty ninth year of queen Elizabeth, and

then it was granted by that princeſs, to Roger Parker Eſq; who was one of her pages;

and he not long after, conveyed it by ſale to Sir William Hall of Bibrook in Ken:

nington, and his ſon Nevil Hall Eſq; in the year 1639, alienated his right to it to

Sir Edmund Hales, knight and baronet, whoſe grandchild Sir Edward Hales, now of

Tunſtal, baronet, upon the late deceaſe of his grandfather aboveſaid, ſucceeds in

the poſſeſſion of it.

BEKESBOURNE, in the hundred of Downhamford, diſtinguiſhed from the other

Bournes, which are linked to each other by the river of Leving, by the ancient

owners name the Bekes. It hath long time been a member to Haſting in Suſſex,

and enjoyed like liberty with the cinque ports, which king Edward the third madé

declaration of by a ſpecial writ, in the forty third year of his reign. At which time

and long after, there was a ſmall navigation out of the river of Stoure up to this place.
Richard de Beke, as we read in Tºfta de Nevil, a book kept in the exchequer, held

ſome lands here in great ſerjeanty, to find one ſhip each time king Henry the third

ſhould paſs the ſeas. -

The archbiſhop of Canterbury had here a ſmall but elegant houſe, very commo

dious for their receſs or retirement, the river brought ſo conveniently about it, that

the trouts, the principal fiſh there, are plentiſully uſeful unto it.

Garwinton, a manor and houſe elegantly and commodiouſly ſituated in this pariſh,

was poſſeſſed by certain gentlemen that extracted their denomination from this ſeat,

and held the ſame by knight's ſervice of the abbot of St. Auguſtins near Canterbury,

and
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and Thomas de Garwinton, a man of valuable conſideration on this ſide of the county,

was eminent here in the twentieth year of Henry the third, and from him did it de

ſcend to his great grandchild Thomas Garwinton, in whom the male line determined;

for he dying without iſſue in the eleventh year of Henry the fourth, Joan his niece,

married to Richard Haut, a cadet of the Hauts of Hauts-bourne, was, after a ſeri

ous inquiſition, found to be his heir general, and ſhe having entituled her huſband to

this manor, his ſon Richard Haut, in the right of this alliance, was enſtated in it;

but he concluding likewiſe in a female inheritrix called Margery, ſhe by marrying

William Iſaac of Hopland, knit this and much other land to his inheritance, whoſe

ſucceſſor by the ſame fatality, expired in a daughter and heir, firſt married to Sydley,

and ſecondly to Sir Henry Palmer, on whom ſhe ſettled this manor, and his deſcend

ant Sir Henry Palmer, paſſed it away to lieutenant colonel Prude ſlain at Maeſtricht

father to Mr. Searles Prude, whoſe two daughters and co-heirs, have lately conveyed

it to Mr. George Curtis. -

BEKENHAM near Bromley, helps to give name to the hundred wherein it is

placed, and of old time was held by gentlemen, called in Latin records de Rupella,

in French de la Rochel, and in Engliſh Rokeley, and were in their original etymology,

extračted from Rochel in France. Richard de Rokeley died ſeized of this manor, in

the fifth year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 6. and was ſucceeded in the poſ.

ſeſſion by Philip de la Rokeley, and he held it likewiſe at his death, which happened

in the twenty third of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num 39. and he left it to his ſole

danghter and heir, Iſolda de la Rokeley, married to William Bruin, by whom ſhe had

ifice Sir Maurice Bruin, chamberlain to king Edwatd the third, honoured with

the ſummons to parliament, as baron amongſt the peers of this realm, who by a right

derived from his mother, was poſſeſſed of this at his death, in the twenty ninth of

Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 38. and tranſmitted a wide and ſpreading revenue

to his poſterity here, at Southokenden in Eſſex, and at Roumere in Hantſhire, which

laſt was given in appendage to a younger ſon, from whom the Bruins of Athelhamp

ton in the county of Dorſet, are lineally deſcended. But when after a fair continu

ance, this family had flouriſhed at this place, the diſtaff prevailed againſt the ſpear,

and Sir Henry Bruin’s two daughters and co-heirs about the beginning of Edward the

fourth, divided his inheritance, each of them having a firſt and ſecond huſband.

Alice the eldeſt was married firſt to Robert Harleſton Eſq; of Eſſex, and after to

Sir Thomas Heveningham: and Elizabeth, ſecond daughter, was firſt married to

Thomas Tirrell Eſq; of Heron in Eſſex, and after his deceaſe, to Sir William Bran

don knight, who was ſtandard-bearer to Henry the ſeventh at Boſworth field, where

he was ſlain in aſſerting his cauſe and quarrel againſt Richard the third, and he had

iſſue by her Sir Charles Brandon duke of Suffolk, the flower and perfeótion of En.

gliſh chivalry in his time, who ſometimes kept his reſidence at this place, (not as pro

prietor, but only as leſſee; for the ſole inheritance, upon the diviſion of Bruin's cſtate,

accrued to Tirrell) and here entertained Henry the eighth, with all the cunning

pomp of magnificence, as he went to beſtow a viſit at Hever, on his diſcarded and

repudiated wife, Anne of Cleve. But to go on; this manor, as I ſaid before, being an

nexed to the patrimony of Thomas Tirrell, Humphrey Tirrell his grandchild to

whom it deſcended, paſſed away one moiety of it, in the thirty fifth year of Henry

the eighth, to Ralph Warren, and the other to Henry Parke; Warren alienated his

proportion not long after to Bradbury, from which family, about the latter end of

queen Elizabeth, it came over by ſale to ſerjeant Gent, who gave it in dower with his

daughter to Sir George Dalſton of Cumberland, who in our memory, conveyed it to

Sir Patrick Curwin of the ſame county, and he ſome few years ſince, ſold his intereſt

in it to Sir Oliver St. John of Batrickſey in Surry, who upon his deceaſe gave it to

his ſon then Mr. Walter, but now upon the death of his nephew, Sir Walter St,

John, baronet; the other moiety by Joan, ſole heir of the aboveſaid Henry Parke,

came to be the inheritance of Mr. Richard Leigh, deſcended out of Cheſhire, whoſe

ſucceſſor, about the latter end of king James, alienated it to Sir Henry Snelgrave,

from whom it deſcened to his grandchild Mr. Henry Snelgrave, who not long ſince, .

paſſed it away to Mr Walter, now Sir Walter St. John, baronet, who lately, hath

exchanged the whole manor for other land with his brother Mr. Henry St. John.

Langley, in this pariſh, is a ſecond ſeat of eminent account, which was in elder times
thc
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the poſſeſſion of John de Malmains, who obtained a charter of free-warren to his lands

in Bekenham, in the twelfth year of Edward the ſecond, which was renewed to Henry

de Cliffe, to whom they accrued by purchaſe from Malmains, in the third year of

Edward the third; but ſtayed not longin the tenure of this family, for before the going

out of Edward the third, I find the propriety inveſted by ſale in Langley, to which

family the foundation of that houſe owes in part its original, on which they ingrafted

their own name, which hath flouriſhed under that title ever ſince, though the family

be withered away and gone, the laſt of which name at this place was Ralph Langley,

who with Roger Twiſden, Stephen Monins, Edward Monins, John Endingham or

Engham, Richard Endingham, John Berton of Cotmanton in Shouldon, John Ber

ham, John Betenham, of Sherland in Pluckley, and others, gentlemen of prime rank

in this county, were ſummoned to appear before Robert Poynings and John Perry,

in the twelfth year of Henry the ſixth, to diſclaim the title of the houſe of York, and

this Ralph died in year 1451, and ordered Langley and other demeans at Beckenham,

to be ſold for the diſcharging his debts, the purport and effects of which will were

accordingly performed, and his eſtate at Bekenham and Langley, paſſed away by ſale

to John Violett, whoſe ſucceſſors enjoyed it until the beginning of Henry the eighth,

and then it was conveyed to John Stiles Eſq; who much inlarged the houſe, with a

ſupply of buildings, and from him is it by deſcent, devolved to be the inſtant poſ

ſeſſion of his ſucceſſor Sir Humphrey Stiles, knight and baronet.

Kelſys lies likewiſe in this pariſh, and may juſtly exact our notice. By deeds

written in a character that hath an aſpect upon the reign of Henry the third, John de

Kelſey, William de Kelſey, and others of that ſurname, are repreſented to have an in

tereſt in this ſeat, and from hence it is probable the Kelſeys of Surry, did derive their

firſt extraction, however by the injuries of time they have been in ſucceeding genera

tions caſt under the umbrage of an obſcure fortune: but to return, after this family

had deſerted the poſſeſſion of this place, which was before the latter end of Richard

the ſecond, I find the Brograves ſtepped in, and by purchaſe, became lords of the

fee, a family which in very old deeds writ themſelves Burgrave, and ſometimes Bo

roughgrave, though now a more eaſy pronunciation hath melted it into Brograve,

which repreſents the etymology of the name to have been in its original, perfectly

Saxon. In the year 1479, there was a licenſe granted (as appears by the records of

Rocheſter) to William Brograve by the then biſhop of that dioceſs, to erect an ora

tory or chapel at this manor-houſe of Kelſeys, the veſtigia or reliques of which are

yet obvious to an inquiſitive eye, and from this William did the title and poſſeſſion

in an even current, come down to Mr. Thomas Brograve, who being not many years

ſince deceaſed, his widow Mrs. Martha Brograve now in reſpect of jointure, enjoys

the poſſeſſion of it.

Foxgrove is the laſt place of account in this pariſh ; it had in elder times proprie

tors of this firname: for I find John de Foxgrove paid reſpe&tive aid for it in the

twentieth year of Edward the third, at making the black prince knight. After

this family, ſucceeded Bartholomew lord Burwaſh, and he held it at his deceaſe,

which was in the twenty ninth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 44. and

from him it deſcended to his ſon Bartholomew lord Burwaſh, who in the forty third

year of the aboveſaid prince paſſed it away to Sir Walter de Paveley, and in his family

it remained until the latter end of Richard the ſecond, and then it was conveyed to

Vaux of the county of Northampton, and there made its abode until the latter end of

Henry the fixth, and then it was alienated to John Green Eſq; and he died poſſeſſed

of it in the fourth year of Henry the fourth, and in this family did the title reſide,

until the beginning of Henry the eighth, and then it was demiſed to Beverſea, and

Humphrey Beverſea, I find held it in the eighteenth year of Henry the eighth, and

his deſcendant paſſed it away to Luke Hollingworth, and he about the beginning of

king Edward the fixth, ſold his intereſt in it to alderman Sir Joſeph Oliff of London,

and he dying without iſſue male, Joan, married to John Leigh Eſq; of Addington,

was his ſole heir, and in right of this alliance, did it come down to Sir Francis

Leigh, late of Eaſt Wickham, whoſe widow dowager, the lady Chriſtian Leigh, is

now in poſſeſſion of it. *

BEXILEY, and in ancient deeds written Bekeſley, lies in the hundred of Rokeſley;

and did, in times of elder inſcription, belong to the archbiſhop of Canterbury; for

3 Ilſlo



R E W T Surveyed and Illuſtrated. 65

anno 8o3, king Kenullus gave Bexley to archbiſhop Wefred ad opus eccleſ e Chrifti;

and his ſucceſſor, to improve his intereſt in this manor, obtained a market to be held

weekly at this place upon the Tueſday, and a fair upon Holy-rood-day yearly, in the

ninth year of Edward II. as Pat. 9. Edw. 2. Num. 49. and here the title of it

lodged until it came to the crown, in the twenty ninth year of Henry VIII. by ex

change with Thomas Cranmer then archbiſhop, as appears by the records of

Chriſt-church, and was paſſed away by king James, to Sir Joſeph Spilman, his ma

jeſty's jeweller, originally extracted out of Germany, and he ſuddenly after convey

edit to that reſplendent luminary of England’s antiquities, William Camden, Cla

renceux king of arms, who demiſed it by leaſe to Dr. Hether, and he alienated his

ſaid intereſt in it to Sir Francis Leigh of Eaſt-Wickham, whoſe lady dowager Chri

ſtian Leigh, now enjoys it upon the ſame conditions: but the fee-fimple was given

by the laſt will and teſtament of William Camden, to the univerſity of Oxford, to

wards the ſupport and eſtabliſhment of an hiſtory profeſſor for ever.

Blinden Court, in old deeds written Bladindon, is the next objećt of our obſervation.

It was in elder times the poſſeſſion of Jordanus de Bladindon or Blindon, who about

the firſt year of Richard II. paſſed it away to Walſingham, in which family it was

reſident, until the latter end of Henry IV. and then it was carried over by ſale, to

Ferbie of Pauls Crey, and one of this family, about the beginning of Henry VI.

tranſported it by the ſame alteration, to William Marſhal, and he not long after,

conveyed it to Rawlins; but it ſettled longer here, for it remained linked to the de

mean of this name, almoſt until our grandfathers remembrance, and then it was by

purchaſe made the inheritance of May, who not many years ſince, alienated his con

cern in it to Wroth, and it is at preſent part of the demean of Joſeph Wroth,

Eſq; deſcended from the ancient family of the Wroths of Durants in Middleſex.

Hall-Place, in this pariſh, is the laſt place which ſummonsour remembrance; it was

in times of a more ancient charaćter, the inheritance of a family called At-hall, the

laſt of which was Thomas At-hall, who in the forty firſt of Edw. III. conveyed it to

Thomas Shelly of Gayſam in Weſterhām; and in this name, after the title, like a

fixed inmate, had for many generations dwelt, it came down to William Shelley,

ſon of John Shelley Eſq; who in the twenty ninth year of Henry VIII. paſſed it

away to Sir John Champneys of London, from whom it deſcended to his grandchild

Richard Champneys Eſq; who ſome few years ſince, alienated his intereſt here to

Robert Auſtin Eſq; of London.

There is an old houſe by the margin of the river in Bexley town, which was the

ſeat of an ancient family in this pariſh, called in deeds Lamienby, alias Sparrow,

who (as appears by ſome ſeals affixed to private evidences) bore for their paternal'

coat, three chevrons, the latt of which name was Thomas Lamienby, who deter

mined in Agnes his ſole heir, who was married to Mr. James Goldwell, extraćt

ed from the Goldwells of Great Chart, by whom and his heir, a fair manſion was

erected in this pariſh, and in memory of this alliance, ſtiled Lamienby Goldwell,

which with the reſidue of his eſtate, was left to his two ſons John and George Gold

well; the laſt of which had iſſue, John Goldwell, now of Lamienby Goldwell Eſq;

to whom upon the deceaſe of his uncle George aboveſaid, and his father abovemen

tioned, not only Lamienby Goldwell, but the eſtate which was annexed unto it, did

by deſcendant right, entirely devolve.

BRASTED, in the hundred of Codſheath, was a manor which anciently related to

the family of Clare, who were earls of Glouceſter and Hertford, and held it in grand

ſerjeanty of the archbiſhops of Canterbury, as they were originally, and de jure,

ſteward to the lord archbiſhop at the time of his inſtalkment and inthronization.

Richard de Clare died poſſeſſed of it in the forty ſeventh year of Henry III. and ſo

did Gilbert de Clare in the twenty fourth year of Edw. I. Rot. Eſc. Num. 1 oz. from

whom it came down to Richard de Clare, who in the nineteenth year of Edw. II.

ended in Margaret, his ſole heir, married to Hugh de Audley, who in her right was

not only earl of Glouceſter, but likewiſe lord of this manor, and enjoyed it in the

twenty firſt year of Edw. III. but ſhe likewiſe going out in a female heir ſtiled Mar

garet, ſhe by marrying Ralph Stafford earl of Stafford, wedded the title to his in

heritance, nor did it diſlodge or depart from it until it eſcheated to the crown, upon

the attainder of Edward Stafford duke of Buckingham, who was convićted of high

treaſon in the thirteenth year of Henry VIII, where it had not long reſted, but the
S aboveſaid

º
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aboveſaid prince by patent, ſettled the right of it on Sir Henry Iſley, who being in

tereſted paſt recovery, in the deſign of Sir Thomas Wiat, forfeited both life and

eſtate to the crown, and then queen Mary, upon his attainder, granted it to John

Lennard Eſq; from whom it is now tranſported by deſcent, to his ſucceſſor Francis

Lennard lord Dacres, who is the inſtant lord of the fee.

There is another manor and ſeat in Braſted, venerable enough for its antiquity, an

ciently called Stockets, but now Crow-place; it was ſo denominated from the Stock

ets which firſt held it. Walter de Stocket and ſometimes in old deeds written Stock

and Stoke, poſſeſſed it by the fourth part of a knight's fee, in the time of Edw. I. and

after this name began to languiſh into decay, it was by a daughter and heir brought

over to Crow, extračted from the Crows of Norfolk, who from the reign of Richard

II. held land hereabouts in a continued track of ſucceſſion, even until our time, and

then it was paſſed away from Mr. William Crow, father to Sir Sackville Crow, by

ſale to Sir Robert Heath, who died lord chief juſtice of the King's Bench, made

ſo by the late king at Oxford, whoſe ſon and heir Edward Heath Eſq; is now en

tituled to the ſignory of it.

BREDGE gives name to the whole hundred wherein it is placed, and in times of a

more ancient date, was claſped up within that revenue, which did augment the pa

ternal inheritance of Cheyney. Sir Alexander de Cheyney (as appears by ancient

muniments) was poſſeſſed of this place in the reign of Edw. I. and is in the regiſter

of thoſe eminent perſons who accompanied that prince into Scotland, and was for his

important ſervice againſt that nation, made banneret by that king at Carlaverock, in

the twenty eighth year of his government, and from him did it by the links of ſeveral

deſcents (after a large efflux of time) devolve to Henry lord Cheyney, who about

the latter end of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away to William Partrich Eſq; whoſe

grandchild Sir Edward Partrich, not many years ſince, conveyed it to Mr. William

Arnold Brame of Dover, deſcended from one of this name who was ſecretary to

Charles the firſt.

Blackmanbury is a noted ſeat in this pariſh, and had ſtill the ſame owners in times

of a more ancient character, as to ſome part of it, with Garwinton in Bekebourn, as

namely the Garwintons, the laſt of which was Thomas Garwinton, who held it at

his death, which happened in the eleventh year of Henry IV. and by the heir

general of this family it devolved to Haut, iſſued out from the Hauts of Hautſ.

born and when this family determined, the female heir brought this ſeat to Iſaac,

whoſe anceſtor (as appears by ancient muniments) had ſome eſtate here at Black

manbury many ages before. After Iſaac was worn out of a great part of this manor

of Blackmanbury, it became the poſſeſſion of Henry Lawrence Eſq.; deſcended from

the Lawrences of Dorſetſhire, and he held it, as appears by a court roll in the

thirty fixth year of Henry VIII. and in both theſe families was the joint propriety of

of this manor reſident until about the middle of the reign of queen Elizabeth, and

then the whole demiſe was by mutual conſent, paſſed away from Iſaac and Lawrence,

to William Partrich Eſq; grandfather to Sir Edward Partrich, who not many years

ſince, conveyed it to Mr. Arnold Brame of Dover, and he upon the foundation of

the ancient fabrick hath erected that magnificent pile which obliges the eyes of the

paſſenger, both to admiration and delight, and which like a Phoenix ſeems to have

aroſe more glorious out of its ruins -

Bereacre is a third manor in Bredge, which in the twenty firſt year of Edw. III.

acknowledged itſelf the ſignory of Walter de Kancia, as appears by an inquiſition

taken at the ſame time after his death, Rot. Eſc. Num, 7 but before the twentieth of

Edw. III. this family was extinguiſhed, and then it became the property of Bereacre,

who aſſumed his name from this manor, and John de Bereacre paid a reſpective ſup

ply for it (as appears by the Book of Aid) at making the black prince knight, in

the twentieth year of Edw. III. After Bereacre was gone out, the family of Litch

field was concerned in the poſſeſſion, who likewiſe was lord of much land about

Eaſtry, Tilmanſton, and Betſhanger, and in this name was the title placed until the

twenty ſecond year of Edw. IV. and then Roger Litchfield by ſale, conveyed it to

William Haut, and he had iſſue Richard Haut, who left only Margery, who by

marrying William Iſaac, reſigned up this manor to the poſſeſſion of that family; but

it was not long planted in this name, for before the latter end of Henry VIII. it

was alienated to Petit and Weeks, and they again not many years after, tranſmitted

1t
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it by ſale to Nailor of Renvill, from whom by the ſame devolution, it was almoſt in

our fathers memory, carried down to Smith and Watkins.

BEAUVILLE alias BEWFIELD or Whitfield, lies in the hundred of Bewiſbo

rough, is a ſmall pariſh mounted aloft on thoſe hills that run from Barham down to

Dover caſtle; the lord Giles Badeleimer anciently held it, and gave it in frank marri

age with his daughter Elizabeth, whom Joſeph Northwood of Milton took to wife,

and here it continued with the intereſt of this family ſeveral deſcents, until at laſt it

devolved to John Northwood of Northwood in Milton aforeſaid, from which name

and family the fate of ſale took it off, and brought it over about the latter end of Hen.

VIII. to John Bois Eſq; anceſtor to John Bois Eſq; of Fredvill, now living, and

in this family the poſſeſſion is ſtill reſident.

The manor of Linacre is ſeated within the circuit of this pariſh, and gave both ſeat

and firname to a family ſo called, and from whom Linacre that compoſed the Latin

grammar in the reign of Henry VIII. was lineally extracted; but this name here was

expired, before the end of Edw. III. and then it came to be poſſeſſed by Malmains,

by the female heir of which family it devolved to John Monins, and in this name for .

ſome decurſion of time, the right and intereſt of this place did abide, until at length

about the beginning of Henry VIII. the title by ſale fell under the fignory of Cheleſ.

ford or Chelford, from which name, the ſame fate conveyed it to Mr. John Bois,

whoſe ſucceſſor John Bois Eſq; of Fredvill, by deſcendant right, does now enjoy it.

Eaſt and Weſt BERMING, in the hundred of Twyford, was in times of a very high

aſcent, the poſſeſſion of a family who derived their firname from this place. William

de Bermeling died ſeized of it in the twenty ſecond year of Edw. I. Rot. Eſc. Num 27.

and had likewiſe the advowſon of the church, after him Robert de Bermelin held it

in the thirty firſt year of Edw. I. Rot. Eſc. Num. 123. When this family were gone

out, the Freminghams came into the poſſeſſion. John ſon of Ralph de Fremingham

was in the enjoyment of them at his death, which was in the twenty third of Edw. III

Rot. Eſt. Num. 145. and ſo was his ſucceſſor John Fremingham in the twelfth year of

Henry IV. Rot. Eſc. Num. 15. But after this I find no more of this name intereſted

in the poſſeſſion: the next family which was inveſted in the inheritance was the Pimpes,

a name very eminent and no leſs ancient in this track, John Pimpe held them and

Ledhock at his deceaſe, which was in the ninth year of Henry V. Rot. Eſc. Num 35.

from whom the title ſtreamed down to Reginald Pimpe Eſq; in whoſe tenure they

were at his death, which was in the ſixteenth year of Henry VI. from Pimpe they

were carried away by purchaſe, to the noble family of Stafford, dukes of Bucking

ham and earls of Stafford, in which name they had not long continued, when Edward

Stafford duke of Buckingham, in the thirteenth year of Henry VIII. being attainted

of high treaſon for conſulting with a wizard and a monk, touching the ſucceſſion of

the crown, forfeited his eſtate here and life together, and then king Henry VIII. by

royal conceſſion planted the propriety of theſe places in Sir John Rainsford, one of

his privy councel, and his ſon Henry Rainsford paſſed them away to Sir Henry Iſley,

and he having unfortunately enwrapped himſelf in the unhappy deſign of Sir Thomas

Wiat, an attempt which was plauſible and ſpecious enough in the intention of it,

as being enamelled and gilded over with the glorious pretences of aſſerting the ortho

dox religion, and defending the publick liberty againſt the eruption of ſtrangers,

but very ruinous and diſaſtrous in the effects and conſequences of it, as was very vi

ſible upon this worthy perſon, who in the ſecond year of queen Mary, was attainted

of high treaſon, and executed at Sevenoke, where he died with as much conſtancy

and alacrity of ſpirit, as he lived with integrity; upon whoſe untimely exit, the crown

ſeized upon the eſtate, and that princeſs, in the ſame year he was deſtroyed, granted

his eſtate here to Sir Joſeph Baker her attorney general, from whom the title and poſ.

ſeſſion of Berming, is flowed down to his ſucceſſor Sir John Baker baronet, who in

right of this deſcent, is now entituled to the patrimony of both theſe manors.

Halls Place in this pariſh, gave ſeat and firmame to a family ſo ſtiled, who in an

cient deeds were written At-hall, from their habitation at ſome more eminent manſi

on, but before the end of Edw. III. this family was vaniſhed, and the ſignory of this

place ſurrendered to Colepeper of Preſton, yet ſome part of it I find by old deeds, was

paſſed away to Clive, which John Clive, about the ſeventh of Henry IV. alienated to

Peter Colepeper, and he in the tenth year of the aboveſaid prince, conveyed Hall Place

to Sampſon Maſcall, originally extracted from a place called Maſcalls in Brenchley;
e and
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and in this family the poſſeſſion was fixed until the latter end of queen Elizabeth, and

then it was conveyed to Alchorne, the cradle or foundation of whoſe family was at

Alchorne in Rotherfield, and in this name is the fee ſimple of this place ſtill reſident,

though the uſe and profits of it be for a long ſeries of years, made over to Mr... Cook

late of Stepney, and his deſcendants.

* Weſt-Bere ſtyled ſo in proportion to Bere in St. Margarets near Dover, with the ap

ndant manor of Hopland, is ſituated in the hundred of Blengate, the laſt of which

was not called ſo from the growth and produćtion of hops there formerly planted, as

the vulgar tradition affirms, the introduction of hops into this nation being not of that

antiquity, but from a family exceeding ancient, who (as appears by deeds without

date) were in elder times poſſeſſors of it; but before the end of Edw. I. this family

was mouldered away, and then the eminent family of St. Lawrence, who likewiſe

were lords of Weſt-Bere by purchaſe from Hugh de Bere, and about the latter end of

Edw. I. were inveſted in the tenure of both, claimed the property, and Thomas St.

Lawrence, and John de Swalclive paid relief for their lands at Weſt Bure and Hop

land, as the Book of Aid inſtructs us, in the twentieth year of Edw. III. and in this

family of St. Lawrence, did the propriety of both theſe manors reſide, until the be

ginning of Henry VI. and then Hopland was conveyed to John Iſaac, in which name

it was reſident until the latter end of queen Elizabeth, and then it was conducted down

by ſale to acknowledge Tourney of Saltwood, and he by a like alteration, tranſplant

ed his intereſt in it not many years, ſince into Steed, but Weſt-Bure came by the

daughter and heir of this family to Apulderfield, and again by the female heir of Sir

William Apuldèrfield to Sir John Phineux, and he ſettled it on his eldeſt ſon by his ſe

cond wife-F the heir general of whoſe deſcendant not many years ſince, being married to

Sir Jo. Smith, it is now become the poſſeſſion of his grandchild Philip Viſ. Strangford.

BERSTED, in the hundred of Eythorne, was the ſeat of the noble family of Cre

vequer, before they removed to Leeds caſtle, their ſeat and reſidence, and in doomſ.

day book, where there is a particular account taken what manors Hamon de Creve

quer was poſſeſſed of, in the twentieth of William the Conqueror, it is written Brie

ſted, which could not be meant of Braited, which was the ſignory and poſſeſſion of

Gilbert de Clare in the reign of Henry I. as appears by the records of Chriſt-church

in Canterbury, where this earl and his ſucceſſors are ſaid to hold the manor of Bra

ſted, as Seneſcalli Archiepiſcopi Cantuarienſ's in ſua inthronizatione, whereas this manor

had never any ſuch tenure united to it, and remained parcel of the patrimonial demean

of Crevequer, until Hamon de Crevequer having embarked himſelf in the quarrel of

Simon de Montfort earl of Leiceſter, made ſhipwreck of his eſtate here at Berſted,

which was wrung from him by Henry III. and though he was pardoned by the pa.

cification of of Killingworth, made in the fiftieth of that prince's reign, yet I do not

find that he ever was reinveſted in Berſted, ſo that it remained in the crown until the

tenth year of Edw. II. and then it was exchanged for other land with Bartholomew

lord Badeleſmer, but he having by an ambitious defection, forfeited this and much

other land in the fifteenth of Edw. II. it laſped back again by an early confiſcation

to the crown, and lay involved there until the fourth year of Edw. VI. and then being

looked upon as wrapped up in the manor of Leeds caſtle, as indeed it had been an

appendage unto that, and the caſtellans of it, it was granted at that time to Sir

Anthony St. Leger, who about the latter end of king James, exchanged it with Sir

Richard Smith, for Salmeſton in the iſle of Thanet, and two thouſand pound in mo

ney to poiſe the exchange, and make the balance even, and his heirs not long after

paſſed it away to Sir Thomas Colepeper of Hollingbourn, who hath lately enſtated it

on his ſon and heir Sir Cheyney Colepeper, who is intituled to the preſent ſignory of it.

Milgate in this pariſh, was anciently a manor, though now by intermiſſion the ho

mage is loſt and ſhrunk into diſuſe and oblivion. It was in ages of more antiquity,

the poſſeſſion of a family called Coloigne. Robert de Coloigne was poſſeſſed of it,

and

ſame revolution tranſmitted it to Sir Robert Brett,

who dying the nineteenth of king James, gave it to

Robert Lynd Eſq; who joyning with Stephen Pearſe

in a concurrent ſale, gave up the fee-fimple to Sir

Oliver Boteler, grandfather to Sir Oliver Boteler

baronet, who now enjoys it.

* St. Helens in Eaſt Berming, was an appendage

to the revenue of St. Helens in London, but being

ſnatched off by the general abolition of monaſtick

cloiſters, it was by Henry VIII. granted to Richard

Calowhill, and he in the thirty fifth of that prince,

alienated it to Gabriel Caldham, who conveyed it

the thirty fixth of Henry VIII. to William Reve,

whoſe deſcendant by the ordinary viciſſitude of ſale

paſſed it away to Mr. Stephen Pearſe, and he by the

t_Her name was Elizabeth, daughter of Willi
am Paſton of Norfolk.
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and the record taken after his deceaſe, will inform you that he died ſeized of it in

the thirty fifth of Edw. III. as appears, Rot. Eſc. Num, 52. parte prima, and in this

name (melted by a ſofter pronunciation in times of a lower date into Coluney) did the

property of it reſide, until the reign of Edw IV. and then by an old ſurvey of Ber.

ſted, I find it in the hands of Thomas Coluney, and this was in the fourteenth of that

prince's reign, when moſt of this county was ſurveyed, but after him I find no more

of this family entituled to the poſſeſſion, for in the beginning of Hen. VII. it was

annexed to the inheritance of Stonehouſe, whoſe ancient ſeat was at Haſelwood in

Boughton Malherbe, where they flouriſhed for many generations, even down unto our

times, and was conſtant to the intereſt of that name, until the beginning of queen

Flizabeth, and then it was paſſed away to Sir Thomas Floyd or Fludd, receiver to

that princeſs, and juſtice of the peace of this county, and he took off much from the

obſcurity of this ſeat, by adding an additional magnificence, and making the ancient

fabrick ſwell into the dimenſions, not only of a ſtately but an elegant pile, by an aug

mentation of building, and from him did it devolve by deſcent, to his grandchild

Thomas Floyd, Eſquire, who ſome few years ſince, tranſplanted his right in it by

ſale into . . . . . . Cage, Eſquire.

There is another manor in this pariſh, anciently called Stone-houſe now Moat-place

Court, or Houſe, which formerly lay couched in that revenue which gave ſupport to

the priory of Rocheſter, but upon the reſignation of the demean of that cloiſter into

the hands of Hen. VIII. it was by a new grant linked to that patrimony, which was

to be ſubſervient to the intereſt of the dean and chapter of Rocheſter, which had new

ly then from the authority and munificence of that prince, received its firſt eſtabliſh

ment. And certainly from this family did the Stone-houſes both of Kent, Berkſhire,

and Buckinghamſhire, either as tenants to the monks of the aboveſaid cloiſter, or elſe

as having ſome manſion or habitations of theirs, ſituated no far diſtance from this

manor, anciently extract and ſpin out the primitive original of their name and family:

this is my conjećture, which I leave to more ſober and ſeverer underſtandings, either

to embrace, or elſe abandon and diſcard.

BRABOURNE in the hundred of Bircholt Franchiſes, was (as a record drawn

out of an old manuſcript, does engage me to affirm) the inheritance in times of a

very ancient date, of a lady called Salburga; the words of the record that ſtrengthen

this aſſertion are theſe, Proveda matrona nomine Sallurga Domini de Brabourne teſtamen.

tum conſtitit, ut qui temerent Brabourne darent annuatim Sančio Auguſtimo 40 ambras braſſi,

(that is, forty meaſures of Malt), 4 bowes, 15 arietes, 20 panes, 1 piſſ, butyri, 1 piff.

caſei, 4 carucatas lignorum (that is, four cart loads of wood) 20 gallinas, ed lege ut

monarchi ſingulis diebus cantarent pro anima ejus, pſalmum exaudiat te Dominus, &c.

This record atteſts the aboveſaid lady died about the year 864. In times which had

an aſpečt upon the reign of Henry I. I find it in the tenure of Robert de Montfort,

but it remained not long with the revenue of that family, for he determined in two

daughters and co-heirs; Adelina, one of them, marrying Robert de Vere made it the

demean of that family; but here that fate which attended the poſſeſſion was as curſo

ry and tranſient; for about the beginning of Hen. III. I find it folded up in the pa

trimony of "William de Monchenſey who expired in Joan his ſole heir married to

William de Valence earl of Pembroke, whoſe ſon Aymer de Valence, in the ſixth

year of Edw. II. obtained a charter to his manor of Brabourn, fortified with theſe

privileges, viz., market, fair, and free warren, infangtheof and outfangtheof, toll

and theam, pillory and tumbrell, with liberum namium, that is, freedom to take

diſtreſſes; and he dying without iſſue, it came by Joan his ſiſter and co-heir, to be

poſſeſſed by John Comin earl of Badzenoth, and by the like fatality, by Joan his

daughter and co-heir, it was brought to confeſs the dominion of David de Strabolgie

earl of Atholl; from whom it came down to his grandchild David de Strabolgie, who

dying in the forty ninth of Edw. III. without iſſue male, Elizabeth married to Sir

Thomas Percy, from whoſe heir general the lord Borough of Sterborough was de

ſcended, and Philippa married to John Halſham of Halſham in Suſſex, ſhared his

inheritance: but this manor upon the partition acknowledged her for inheritrix, and

ſhe was in poſſeſſion of it at his death, which was in the nineteenth year of Richard

II. Rot. Eſc. Num, 31. and by a right derived from her, did John Halſham poſſeſs

it at his deceaſe, which was in the ſecond year of Hen. V. Rot. Eſc. Num.º
- T rolin

* In ſome old roll he is written Warin de Montchenſey.
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from him did it deſcend to his ſon Sir Hugh Halſham knight, who deceaſed in the

twentieth year of Hen. VI. and left only Joan Halſham his daughter and heir, who

was married to Jo. Lewknor, Eſquire, of Suffex; and ſo this manor by this alli

ance became the inheritance of that family, but made no long abode in their name,

for the aboveſaid Jo. Lewknor, and Joan his wife, in the fifth year of Edw. IV.

aſſed it away to Sir John Scott, comptroller of the houſe to king Edw. IV. and from

this Sir John Scottis Edward Scott, Eſquire, by an uninterrupted channel of an origi

nal unqueſtioned deſcent extracted, who is at this inſtant, by a right tranſplanted unto

him from many illuſtrious predeceſſors, entituled to the poſſeſſion of this place.

Bircholt in this pariſh, is made more eminent in this account, becauſe it affords a

name to the whole hundred wherein it is ſituated; by deeds of a very reverend and ve

nerable aſpect, which by the obſolete and antiquated character ſeem to have been

written in the time of king John, and Henry III. it is made the inheritance originally

of a family called Bircholt; Stephen de Bircholt, poſſeſſor of this manor, paid reſpect

ive aid for it (as appears by the book of Aid) at making the Black Prince knight, in

the twentieth year of Edw. III, but after the reign of this prince, I do not find it long

permanent in this family, for in the reign of Hen. IV. ſeveral old court rolls diſcover

to me one Halk or Hawke of Weſthawks in Kingſhoth, to be planted in the poſſeſſi

on, +and, as it appears by an old arbor radicalis or tree, from whence branch out

the ſeveral deſcents of Hawk or Halk, and which is now preſerved amongſt the evi

dences of Bircholt houſe, this family is made to have been proprietors of this manor

ever ſince the reign of Rich. II, nor is it yet departed from the name, but remains at

this inſtant knit to the reſt of the demean of this ancient family.

Combe in this pariſh, was anciently the habitation of gentlemen of that firname, of

conſiderable repute in this track; for Richard de Cumbe, and Simon de Cumbe his

ſon, were aſſiſtants to Sir John de Northwood, when he was ſheriff of Kent the twen

tieth of Edw. I. the laſt of this name was William de Cumbe, who dying without

iſſue male in the reign of Rieh. II. his ſole inheritrix brought it to be poſſeſſed by her

huſband John Scot of Scots-hall, from whom it is now devolved to Edw. Scot Eſq;

Heminge is the laſt place of account in Brabourne, which anciently yielded both

ſeat and ſirname to a family of that appellation. I ſhall not need to make a recapi

tulation from deeds without date, of the antiquity of this family at this place, it is

enough that I ſhall inform the reader, that after it had been in the poſſeſſion of this

name (as may be traced out by evidences) almoſt 300 years it was conveyed by Will.

Heminge in the ſecond year of Edw. VI. to Peter Nott, in which name the title is now

reſident. - -

BENENDEN in the hundred of Cranbrooke, was, as Domeſday book informs me,

if not all yet for a principal part of it, poſſeſſed by one Godricus or Godric, In

Benenden manſit Godricus (ſays the record) & tenet XX, acras in Alodio ſuo. What this

Alodium was, the Civilians, and out of them Sir Henry Spilman in his gloſſary, will

inform you. Alodium eſt predium liberum (faith he) nulli ſervituti obnoxium quod oppo

nitur feudo, nam olim feuda non poſſent vendiſine conſenſu Domini. At Alodium vero eſt

quod per omnem hacredum ſeriem diſcurrit, & cuivis & populo (etiam reclamante Domino) dare

poſit aut venundari. The reſult of all which is this, that the word Alodium ſignifies

a free inheritance or patrimony, not chained up to any particular ſervice whatſoever

which has the leaſt reſemblance or ſymptom of ſervitude, either by cuſtom, preſcrip

tion or law, imprinted upon it, and may in Engliſh, be ſtiled free ſoccage, and

which being tranſmitted and condućted along by an uninterrupted ſeries of deſcent,

from poſterity to poſterity, might be pawned, mortgaged or alienated to any perſon

whatſoever; whereas on the contrary, lands which were feudal, could not be paſſed

away without the lord's conſent: and this agrees with the municipal laws of France,

which anciently ſtiled thoſe perſons whoſe lands are fortified, with this tenure, Leuds

Francs, id ſº nobiles nullius Domini imperio evocati, homines ſui juris, non feud lis, id eff,

mullo feudi gravamine coerciti vel réſirići; that is, men of a noble extraction, free and

unreſtrained,

+ Hampton is the laſt place confiderable in Bra

bourne, and had, as appears by very ancient deeds,

court rolls and other evidences, owners of that fir–

name, which about the beginning of Henry the

**th, diſlodged from this place, and ſurrendered

the poſſeſſion to Shelley, by whoſe heir general it

was united to the demean of May, and the female

inheritrix cf this name brought it to Edolph, and

the ſame devolution carried it from him to Wil

cocks, and he likewiſe going out in two female co

heirs, Martha the eldeſt, made it the inheritance

of Dr. Edward Ratcliff, whoſe ſucceſſor Sir Edward

Ratcliff is ſtill entituled to the ſignory of it.
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unreſtrained, whoſe demeans were not manacled and tied up with the obligations of

any tenure which was ſervile, as thoſe whoſe lands were feudal. But enough of this;

I ſhall now return to Benenden, which as it gave ſeat to the abovementioned Godricus,

ſo it ſeems his deſcendants extracted their ſirname from thence, and aſſumed the de

nomination of Benenden, and bare for their arms in a ſhield azure a lobſter or, and

certainly were of account in this track, for John, the ſons of Roger de Benenden,

held a knight's fee in Benenden, in the twentieth year of Edward the third; but as all

families are chained up to a fixed period, (like the ſea which is itſelf bound in with

a girdle of ſand) ſo had this its concluſion likewiſe; for Joan Benenden, the heir ge

neral of this name, by marrying Sir William Brenchley, lord chief juſtice of the com

mon pleas, faſtened this manor to his inheritance, and they both lie buried in Chriſt

church in Canterbury; he died, as the date upon the tomb, for they ſlumber under

one marble, informs me, in the year 1446, and ſhe in the year 1453; but after his

deceaſe, the title of this place did quickly acknowledge another proprietor, for the

heir general of this family married to More of More court in Ivy church, where hav

ing been many generations, they diſlodged from ſo ſolitary an habitation, and planted

themſelves at Benenden, where they erected a houſe and adopted it into their own

name, by ſtiling it More court, but though it ſtill ſtands an alphabet to the memory

of this family, by bearing their firname, yet did it not many years after its firſt in

ſtitution and frame, acknowledge the ſignory of this family, for John More, Eſquire,

in the firſt year of queen Mary, conveyed it to Mr. William Watts, from whom by

ſucceſſive right, it is now come down to Mr. . . . . . Watts, and owns him for its

preſent proprietor.

The manor of Hempſted in this pariſh, anciently, that is, about the twentieth year

of Henry the third, belonged, as appears by the book in the exchequer, called Teſte

de Nevil, to Robert de Hempſted, from whence he aſſumed his ſirname, which

could not make the title long lived in his family; for about the beginning of Edward

III. I find it paſſed away to Echingham of Suſſex, and James de Echingham held it

by the fourth part of a knight's fee, in the twentieth year of Edward III. at making

the Black Prince knight; but after this, the title was not long conſtant to the inte

reſt of this family, for about the beginning of Richard II. I find it in the hands of

Sir Robert Belknap the judge, who being attainted in the tenth year of that prince,

was baniſhed by the malice and crooked arts of a fačtious and inſolent nobility,

there a was ſurvey taken of his eſtate in the fourteenth year of his reign, and then this

manor with the reſidue of his eſtate eſcheated; being annexed to the crown, it was

by Richard II. granted to William de Guldford, ſheriff of Kent, in the eleventh year

of that prince, deſcended from Henry de Guldford, a great benefactor to the priory

of Taning, in the twenty eighth year of Edw. I. and who is mentioned in the book

of Aid, to have held the manor of Wickham near Lidde in Kent, by knight’s ſervice,

in the twentieth year of Edw. III. and the aboveſaid William, having thus by the

favour of his prince, obtained this manor, made it his ſeat, and tranſmitted it to his

ſucceſſors, who much improved it with the ſupplement of additional buildings, ſo

that it hath not only formerly for many generations continued it to be the ſeat of this

family, but is likewiſe a manſion relating to this name at this inſtant. -

Great Maytham in Benenden, was a manor which related to the property of the

noble family of Malmains, whoſe principal ſeat was at Malmains in Stoke, in the

hundred of Hoo; Nicholas Malmain, grandchild of John Malmain, who likewiſe

held this manor in the twentieth year of Hen. III. and paid a proportionate ſupply for .

Maytham, at making the Black Prince knight, in the twentieth year of Edw. III.

and died poſſeſſed of it in the twenty third year of that prince; but after this it was

not long permanent in this name, for in the fourth year of Hen. IV. Nicholas Carew

held it at the marriage of Blanch, that prince's daughter; and in this family was the

title conſtant, until the latter end of Hen. VIII. and then it was paſſed away to

Thomas lord Cromwell, afterwards created earl of Eſſex, who being attainted of

high treaſon in the thirty ſecond year of Hen. VIII. it eſcheated to the crown, and

that prince, in the thirty third year of his rule, granted it to Sir Thomas Wiatt, who

the ſame year, conveyed it by ſale to Sir Walter Henley of Courſehorne, the king's

ſerjeant at law, and he not long after diſpoſed of it to Thomas Colepeper, Eſquire,

of Bedgbury, who had married Hellen, one of his three daughters and co-heirs, and

e, in the laſt year of Edw, VI, alienated ſome part of the land which related to it

to

º
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: to Richard Parker and Anthony Franklin, but the manor itſelf reſted in Colepeper of

Bedgbury, until the late king granted it away not many years ſince, to alderman

Wright of London, as being forfeited to the crown, becauſe the lord of it did not

pay thoſe ſcots and aſſeſſments which were laid upon him towards the reparation of

the banks of the Marſh; and by Margaret, the daughter and co-heir of the aboveſaid

alderman, is it now become the inheritance of Richard Cordall, Eſquire, of London.

Lowden or little Maytham, is the laſt manor in this pariſh, and was wrapped up in

that wide eſtate which in this county claimed the family of Attleeze for proprietors;

Sir Richard Atleeze held four knight's fees in Rolvenden and Benenden, in the twenti

eth year of Edw. Ilſ. whereof this was parcel; but he dying without iſſue in the year

1394, as is manifeſt by the date on his tomb in Shelwich church, Marcellus Atlee

ze his brother, became the heir to his eſtate; but this manor was not long after reſi

dent in this name, for in the fourth year of Hen. IV. which happened about the year

1403, (as appears by the record kept in the exchequer, called the roll of Blanch-lands)

it was poſſeſſed by Thomas Aucher, and he paid reſpective aid for it at the marriage

of Blanch, that prince's daughter, and from him did it devolve by deſcent, to his

grandchild John Aucher, Eſquire, of Loſenham, who concluded in Anne Aucher

his ſole heir, who was married to William Colepeper, ſecond ſon of Sir John Cole

peper of Bedgbury, and ſo this manor with much other land, came to own dominion

of that name, and remained annexed to that family many deſcents, until not many

years ſince, it was by Sir John Colepeper of Loſenham, created lord Colepeper at

Oxford, paſſed away to his brother in law'Mr. . . . . . More. -

BETHERSDEN in the hundred of Chart and Longbridge, contains ſeveral places

in it conſiderable; the firſt that ſummons our notice is Betherſden Lovelace, which

celebrates the memory of a family called Grenſted, now vulgarly ſtiled Greenſtreet,

a man of eminent repute, as the records of this county teſtify, in the reign of Edw. II.

and Edw. III, but fell under ſome umbrage and obſcurity, when he paſſed away his

eſtate here to Kinet, in whom the poſſeſſion was very volatile, for William Kinet, in

the forty firſt year of Edw. III. conveyed it by ſale to John Lovelace, who here

ere&ted that ſtrućture, that for ſo many deſcents, hath born the name of this family,

and was the ſeminary or ſeedplot from whence a race of gentlemen iflued forth, who

have in military affairs, atchieved reputation and honour, with a prodigal loſs and

expence both of blood and life, and by their deep judgement in the municipal laws,

have deſerved well of the common-wealth; and as by their extraćtion they are de

ſcended from noble families, ſo from hence have ſprung thoſe of Bayford in Seding

bourn and Kingſdown, with the right honorable lord Lovelace of Hurly, and other

gentlemen of that ſtem in Berkſhire; but alas! this manſion is now like a dial when

the ſun is gone, that then only is of uſe to declare that there hath been a ſun, for

not many years ſince, colonel Richard Lovelace, eldeſt ſon to Sir William Lovelace

the laſt of this name at this place, paſſed away his right in Betherſden Lovelace to

Mr. Richard Hulfe, deſcended from the ancient family of Hulfe of Norbury and

Aſtley in Cheſhire.

Surrenden, the elder houſe to that of Pluckley, for they both had one anceſtor, was

‘the ſeat for many generations of gentlemen of that name; in deeds without date they

are frequently written Suthrinden, and continued here until the reign of Hen. VI. for

in the ſecond year of Hen. IV. I find by a fine levied that year, that Robert Sur

renden ſells lands in Betherſden to John Goldwell, and this Robert had iſſue John,

who paſſed it away about the beginning of Hen. VI. to Cardinal Kempe, who ſettled

in the twenty eighth year of the aboveſaid prince, on the college of Wye, then newly

by him ere&ted, but when that college and all its demean, was, in the thirty ſixth

year of Hen. VIII. ſurrendered into the hands of that prince, it was by grant united

about the thirty ſeventh year of his rule, to the patrimony of Sir Maurice Dennis,

captain of Calais; and he, in the ſecond year of Edw. VI. alienated it to Sir Antho

ny Aucher, in whom it was reſident, but until the fourth year of that prince, for

then it was conveyed by ſale to Philip Chowte, Eſquire, ſtandard bearer to king Hen.

VIII. at the ſiege of Boloign, where he won and atchieved much honour to himſelf

and poſterity, which was remarkably teſtified by his ſovereign's aſſignation of a can

ton of that ſtandard’s impreſſion, to his ancient coat, viz. party per pale argent and

vert, a lion paſſant guardant gules; and from this worthy perſon did Surrenden, by pa

ternal devolution, come down to his ſucceſſor Mr Edward Chowte, being lately de

ceaſed,
º
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ceaſed, it is with ſome reſtriótions and reſervations by will, bequeathed to his only

brother Mr. George Chowte, whoſe anceſtors having very much enhanced and im

proved the beauty of the ancient ſtrućture, by additional buildings, it hath now

contračted the title of Surrenden Chowte, as that at Pluckley hath aſſumed to itſelf

that of Surrenden Dering.

Frith is the laſt place of account in this pariſh: it was in ages of a higher date, the

patrimony of the Mayneys, as appears by ſeveral old deeds now in the hands of Mr.

George Chowte, who were a younger branch iſſued out from that ſtem which was

planted at Tunſtall, as is evident by an old Latin will of John de Mayney, who died

poſſeſſed of this place in the fiftieth year of Edward the third, where he gives an

Obit to pray for his own, and the ſoul of his kinſman Sir Walter de Mayney; after

the Mayneys were departed from the poſſeſſion of this manor, the Darrels of Cale

hill became the proprietors of it, and in the reign of Henry the fixth, by ſeveral deeds

too tedious in this place to enumerate, I find John Darrell to be poſſeſſed of it, and

in this name was the title permanent until the latter end of the reign of Henry the

eighth, and then it was paſſed away to Gibbons, deſcended from Hole in Rolvenden,

the original fountain and feminary of this family, the laſt of which family at this

place was Thomas Gibbons,which in our grandfathers memory concluding in LidiaGib

bons his daughter and heir, ſhe, by marrying Edward Chowte, Eſquire, of Surren

den, hath made it now the inheritance of his grandchild Edward Chowte, Eſquire.

In a peculiar chancel on the north ſide, of the pariſh church of Betherſden belonging

to Lovelace, there was a perpetual chantry founded about the thirty eighth year of

Hen VI. by Richard Lovelace, mercerand merchant adventurer of London, a younger

fon of this family, which was confirmed by the royal authority of the aboveſaid prince.

BRENCHLEY, in the hundred of Harmondon Twyford, was parcel of that vaſt

patrimony which was entituled to the ſignory of the earls of Glouceſter and Hereford,

whoſe ſirname was Clare. Richard de Clare, earl of Glouceſter and Hereford, held

it at his death, which was in the twenty firſt year of Edw. I. and left it to his ſon

Gilbert de Clare, who deceaſing in the eighth year of Edw. II. without iſſue, Hugh

de Audley, in right of his wife, ſiſter and heir to the aboveſaid Gilbert, (whom our

printed books of nobility call Iſabell, though in the inquiſition taken after his death,

which was in the twenty firſt year of Edw. III. Rot. Eſc. Num. 39, ſhe is ſtiled Mar

garet) entered upon the inheritance of this place, but the frailty of the other

family did likewiſe cleave to this, for the ſpindle prevailed againſt the ſpear, Mar

garet being ſole daughter and heir to this Hugh Audley, in whom the name at this

place met with a ſad interment, and the eſtate, by her marrying Ralph Stafford

earl of Stafford, found another proprietor, and he in her right held it at his deceaſe,

which was in the forty ſixth year of Edw. III. and tranſmitted it to his ſon Thomas

earl of Stafford, who likewiſe was in the enjoyment of it at his death, which happen

ed in the fixteenth year of Rich. II. and from him was the poſſeſſion tranſported along

by an unbroken thread of deſcent, to Edward Stafford duke of Buckingham, and

arl of Stafford, a man magnificent, but unfortunate, who being accuſed of high

treaſon, attainted and beheaded in the twelfth year of Hen. VIII. and his eſtate here

confiſcated in the thirteenth, and reſted in the crown until the aboveſaid prince, in

the thirty firſt year of his reign, granted it to Paul Sidnor, and he not long after,

paſſed it away by ſale to William Lambert, Eſquire, who ſettled it upon the college

of alms-people at Greenwich, which is vulgarly called queen Elizabeth's college,

with a limitation reſerved, that the heirs male of his line might hold it in leaſe for

ever, and in caſe they might fail, that the laſt might diſpoſe of it by teſtament or

deed to whom he pleaſed; by virtue of which reſervation, Thomas Lambert, Eſquire,

of Sevenoke, is at this inſtant leſsee to the college for this manor.

Bokinfold in this pariſh, is an eminent manor which belonged to that chantry and

chapel, which was founded here by Hamon de Crevequer, and confirmed (as appears

by the firſt book of compoſitions, kept amongſt the records of the church of Ro

cheſter) with the demean appertaining to it, in the forty firſt year of Edw. III and

continued being thus fortified and ſecured by the royal charter, untouched, until the

general ſuppreſſion; and being diſſolved, the revenue which anciently ſupported it,

was in the thirty firſt of Hen. VIII. carried off by grant to Paul Sidnor, Eſquire,

who not long after, paſſed it away to Sir John Gates, to whom it was again confirm

ed in the firſt year of Hen. VI, but he being ſo unfortunately attainted in the firſt

- to
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year of queen Mary, as being one of the partiſans of John Dudley duke of Northum

berland, to whoſe ſervice, and for whoſe cauſe he ſacrificed his head, this returned

to the crown, and dwelt in its revenue until queen Eliz. granted it away to Katha

rine Tong, who ſuddenly after alienated her intereſt in it to Revell, and he, about

the latter end of queen Eliz. paſſed it away to Colepeper, from whom, in our fa

thers memory, it went away to Dyke, and very ſuddenly from him again to Mr. Bene

dićt Barnham, by one of whoſe four daughters and co-heirs, it came to be the patri

mony of Soam, who lately hath demiſed his whole concern in it to Mr. George Brown,

formerly of Spelmonden in Kent, now of Buckland in Surry.

There was a park at this place; for in the ſecond year of Edward the ſecond, Bar

tholomew de Badeleſmer held the manor and park of Bockinfold in fee, by grant

from that prince, and the advowſon of the free chapel of the ſame; and Edw. II. in

the nineteenth year of his reign, being on his way to France, to do his homage for

the dutchy of Aquitain, ſuddenly drew back his foot, and retired to this place, where

he repoſed himſelf, and cauſed many to be indićtcd for their unlawful and irregular

hunting in the park of Bokinfold, nor hath time ſo diſmantled or diſparked it, but that

yet there are ſome memorialsor veſtigias remaining which atteſt the truth of the premiſes.

Criolls Court is another manor in Brenchley, which by Joan, daughter of Bertram de

Criol, and heir general of her brother John de Criol, came to Sir Richard de Roke

ſley, and by his daughter and heir Joan to Thomas de Poynings, whoſe ſucceſſor

Sir Edward de Poynings, dying in the twelfth year of Hen. VIII. without iſſue or

any collateral alliance, in the fourteenth year of that prince it eſcheated to the crown,

afterwards it was granted in the thirty firſt year of that prince, to Paul Sidnor, Eſq;

employed as agent to that prince in Spain, and he not long after, alienated it to

William Lambert, Eſquire, who ſettled it upon the college of poor people at Green

wich, of his erection, with a reſervation that the heirs male of his line might hold it

in leaſe for ever, by virtue of which limitation, it is now enjoyed by Thomas Lambert

Eſquire, of Sevenoke.

Parrocks in this pariſh, was anciently a manor relating to a family of that deno

mination, which continued lords of the fee until the latter end of Hen. VII. and then

it was by ſale conveyed to William Hextall, I'fouire, who dying without iſſue male,

Margaret his ſole daughter and heir, brought this and much land beſide to be the

inheritance of William Whetenhall, Eſquire, from whom the right of deſcent wafted

it down to his ſucceſſor Sir Richard Whetenhall, who in the twelfth year of queen

Eliz. demiſed it to William Brooke lord Cobham, who not long after, paſſed it away

to Sir Thomas Nevil, grandfather to the right honorable Mildmay earl of Weſtmor

land, now poſſeſſor of it.

Maſals, Capgrove or Capgrave, and Chekeſ well, are three manors in Brenchley alſo,

which as the book of Aid informs me, were in the twentieth year of Edw. III. In

the poſſeſſion of John de Capgrave, and it is probable that John Capgrave an emi

ment monk, an ornament to learning, and to the priory of Chriſt church, who flou

riſhed in the year 1485, and is mentioned with ſo much honour by Pitſeus, was de

ſcended from this man, in whoſe name theſe manors were not after this long perma

nent, for as the learned and laborious Sidrach Petit does inform me, in his inqueſt

of Kent, they fell in the reign of Rich. II. under the ſignory of Vaux, whoſe ſucceſſor

about the latter end of Hen. VI. alienated his property in them to Humphrey Stafford

duke of Buckingham, whoſe unfortunate grandchild Edward duke of Buckingham,

being attainted in the twelfth year of Hen. VIII. theſe with the reſidue of his eſtate

eſcheated to the crown; from which not many years after, they were paſſed away to

Edward Ferrers, Eſquire, and he conveyed his right to Whetenhall, who about the

beginning of king James, demiſed them to Ouldſworth, who not long after, ſold them

to Bartue, and he almoſt in our memory, tranſmitted them by ſale to Mr. Charles

Tucker, father to the preſent owner.

The rectory of Brenchley was given by Richard de Clare, to the canons of St. Mary

Magdalen in Tunbridge, and compounded with the biſhop of Rocheſter, with this

proviſion reſerved, that the rector for the time being, ſhould pay two wax tapers of

four pound weight to the priory of Tunbridge, at the feaſt of St. Mary Magdalen.

The manor which was annexed to this rectory, was, upon the diſſolution of this

cloiſter, in the thirty firſt year of Hen. VIII. granted to Paul Sidnor, and he not

long after, paſſed it away to William Waller, Eſquire, from which family, not many

years ſince, it was by purchaſe inveſted in the family of Courthop. -

Moatlands
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Moatlands was the inheritance of a family who extraćted their ſirname from hence,

and were called Brenchley, a branch of which was Sir Willian Brenchley, lord chief

juſtice of the common pleas, who founded a chantry or chapel in the nave of the ca

thedral at Canterbury, and died in the year 1446, without iſſue; nor did theſe lands

continue much longer in the name, for in the beginning of Edw. IV. I find them in

the tenure of More, who had married to the heir general, and here the property of

this place remained interwoven with the inheritance of this family, until that age

which fell under our fathers remembrance, and then it was tranſplanted by ſale to

Roberts, the family which now poſſeſſes it.

There are two other ſeats in this pariſh, which may deſerve our notice; the firſt

is Cats-Place, which gave ſeat to Hugh de Cat, and in recompence, took its denomi

nation from him, and after the title of it had lodged in this name many deſcents,

even until the reign of Hen. VI. it was paſſed away to Tilden, of Tilden's place in

Marden; and after the poſſeſſion had for ſome ages been united to their intereſt, it

was ſome few years ſince unfaſtened, and the property of it carried over to Baſſage.

The ſecond is Vanes, which yielded both ſeat and firname to as illuſtrious a family

as any in this track. Robert Vane or Fane (for they are promiſcuouſly ſo written in

ancient rolls) paid reſpective aid for it, at making the Black Prince knight, in the

twentieth year of Edw. III. and it is from him by a continued ſeries, ſtill tranſported

along in the demean of this name and family; ſo that here (if my light fail me not)

ſhould I look for the original of that noble name and family, that ſince hath ſo fairly

ſpread into ſo many ſeveral branches iſſued primitively from this firſt original ſtem.

BREDGAR in the hundred of Milton, hath ſeveral places in it obſervable; the

firſt is Bexon, from whence the borough of Bexon or Bexon-ſtreet derives itſelf; it

gave firname to a family, in whom in elder times the inheritance was planted, and

ºthere is yet extant in the church windows in coloured glaſs, a ſuperannuated portrai

ture mangled by rude hands, and demoliſhed almoſt by the injuries of time, with this

inſcription affixed to the pedeſtal, orate pro anima joannis de Bexon, which diſcovers

to us whoſe effigies is repreſented by it; this John Bexon flouriſhed in the reign of

Edw. II. as appears by deeds, and Edw. III. and had iſſue John Bexon likewiſe pro

prietor of this place, after whom, I can track no more of the family at Bredgar: in

, the reign of Rich. II. I find it inveſted in Tong, who it is probable were extraćted

originally from Tong, not far diſtant, a family of good eſtimate in this county, for

I find by ſome old deeds, that Semanus de Tong, who in the ſixteenth year of Rich.

II. was tenant to the Maiſon le Dieu in Oſpringe, for lands at Lurdinden in Challock,

jealed with a bend cotiſed between ſix martlets, and ſometimes with the bend uncotiſed,

and from him are the Tongs, who are now poſſeſſors of this place, originally deſcended.

Swanton court was parcel of that eſtate which claimed the lords Leybourn for propri

erors, and from them deſcended to the heir general of the family, Juliana de Ley

bourn, who dying in the forty third year of Edw. III. without kindred, or without

iſſue, either by Haſtings or Clinton, this upon a defailance of both, eſcheated to the

crown, and king Edw. III. in the fiftieth year of his reign, ſettled it upon the abby

of grace upon Tower-hill, in whoſe revenue it reſted until the ſuppreſſion of that cloi

ſter, and then it was by Hen. VIII. in the thirty fixth year of his reign, granted to

Chriſtopher Sampſon, and he in the ſecond year of Edw. VI. conveyed it to Sir Tho

mas Wiat, and he being attainted in the ſecond year of queen Mary, it returned by

eſcheat to the crown, from whence by a new conceſſion it came over to Reader, who

not many years ſince, conveyed his right in it to Alderſey, branched out from the an

cient family of Alderſey, of Alderſey in Cheſhire: ſo that it is now the inheritance of

Terrey Alderſey, Eſquire. - -

The college of Bredgar was converted from a pariſh church, firſt into that we

now call a college, by Robert, then parſon thereof in the reign of Rich. II, which

was eſtabliſhed and ratified (ſaith Harpsfield) by Thomas Arundell arch-biſhop of

Canterbury; and in this capacity or poſture it ſtood until the diffolution, and then

being born away into the royal revenue, it was by exchange with the crown; in the

twenty ninth year of Hen. VIII. annexed to the revenue, for the future, of the arch

biſhop of Canterbury. - - - -

There is a place in this pariſh called Mans, as being in elder times a manſion of

that name, as deeds both of an ancient and modern date do inform me, which whe

ther it were the ancient ſeat of the Mans, who have ſince been tranſplanted to Canter

bury,
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bury, is uncertain; only it is very probable, becauſe it had proprietors of that de

nomination, that this was the fountain whence this family iſſued forth. -

BRENSET in the hundred of Aloesbridge, had ſtill the ſame proprietors with

Newington Belhouſe near Hieth, and therefore is called Newington Brenſet; and

thither for farther ſatisfaction I ſhall refer my reader, only I muſt inform him, that

here is an old manſion in this pariſh, which for ſeveral deſcents was the ſeat of the

Edolphs, before they were tranſplanted to Hinxhill, and certainly in elder times,

were of good account in this county, and writ their names in old deeds Edulf; for ſo

it is written in an old commiſſion, direéted to him, John Peckham and Martin Horne,

wherein they were made colle&tors for the cinque ports, in the fixth year of Rich. II.

but now this family had deſerted this place, having not many years ſince, alienated

their intereſt here to Mr. John Fagge of Brenſet, grandfather to John Fagge, Eſquire,

of Wiſton in Suſſex, to whoſe revenue it remains now annexed.

BETSHANGER, in the hundred of Eaſtry, was in elder times the patrimony of

a family called Marney or Marin, for ſo the name is promiſcuouſly written John de

Marney, who is in ſome old deeds called Marins, obtained a charter of free warren

to his manor of Betſhanger the firſt year of Edw. I. but it ſeems this franchiſe did but

improve the ſale, and make it more fit to be enjoyed by another, for not long after,

it was conveyed to John de Soles, ſo called from his habitation near ſome ponds, and

he died in the enjoyment of it, in the forty ninth year of Edw. III. Rot. Eſc. Num.

40, parte ſecundá. But after this it was not long conſtant to the ſignory of this fa.

mily, for about the beginning of Rich. II. I find it poſſeſſed by Bertram de Tancrey

lord of Tancrey iſland in Fordwich, and his deſcendants enjoyed it until the latter end

of Hen. IV. and then it went away by ſale to Rutter; from which name about the

beginning of Edw. IV. it came to Litchfield, whoſe arms are yet viſibly obvious in

ancient panes of glaſs, at Dane court in Tilmanſton, viz. bendee of ſix pieces azure and

ermin, and in this family it continued until the beginning of Hen VIII, and then by

the heir general of that name it became to be united to the patrimony of Thomas Cox,

Eſquire, cuſtomer of Sandwich, who about the latter end of Hen. VIII. conveyed it

by ſale to Mr. John Bois, anceſtor to John Bois, Eſquire, who by paternal devoluti

on, is now entituled to the ſignory of it.

Little Beſhanger was a ſeat relating to the family of Cliderow, which in elder times

was of eminent account in this track, yet l find that John de St. Philibert held

lands here in the thirty firſt year of Edw III, but the manor itſelf was an appendage

to the abovementioned family. "Rogerde Cliderow flouriſhed here in the reign of Edw.

II. and Edw. III. and as appears by ſeals affixed to old evidences, which commence

from the laſt king's reign, bore for his coat armour upon a cheveran between three

eagles five annulets; his ſucceſſor Richard Cliderow, was ſheriff of Kent the fourth,

and moſt part of the fifth year of Hen. IV. he was conſtituted ſoon after admiral of

the ſeas, from the Thames mouth to the Saxon ſhore to the Weſt; for in thoſe times

the admiralty was divided ſometimes into three, and moſt commonly into two diviſi

ons, one beginningat the Thames mouth was admiral of the Northern ſeas, the ſecond

was admiral from the Thames mouth Weſtward, and the third had the command of

the Iriſh ſeas; but in this man's time, king Hen. IV. in the eighth year of his reign,

reduced it under one perſon, and granted it with more ample and wide authority, under

his brother John Beauford earl of Somerſet. But to proceed; after the title of this

place had remained locked up in the demean of Cliderow, until the latter end of Hen.

VIII. it paſſed away with the female inheritrix to Thomas Stoughton, Eſquire, by

whom he had three daughters, who were co-heirs to their mother; Elizabeth married

to Thomas Wild, Eſquire, Helen married to Edward Netherſole, and Mary married

to Henry Paramour, who by a joint conveyance paſſed away their right to their fa

ther in the twentieth year of queen Eliz. and he in the twenty firſt year, by deed re

inſtates his right in them, and they again by a mutual conſent, alienated their intereſt

here in the twenty eighth year of her rule, to Mr. John Gookin, and he about the

firſt year of king James, conveyed it to Sir Henry Lodelow, who not many years

fince, paſſed it away to Mr. Edward Bois of great Betſhanger, father to John Bois,

Eſquire, the preſent lord of the fee.

BICKNOR

* He was knight of the ſhire in the ſeventh year of Henry the fourth,
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BICKNOR, in the hundred of Milton and Eythorn, was in elder times the habit.

ation of a family of that firname. Sir John de Bicknor and Sir Thomas de Bicknor

accompanied king Edward the firſt in his ſucceſsful expedition into Scotland, and

are found recorded in the regiſter or bedroll of thoſe knights who were made banne

rets at Carlaverock caſtle by that prince, in the twenty eighth year of his govern

ment; but after this, this manor ſtayed not long in the tenure of this family; for in

the reign of Edward the ſecond, it came to acknowledge the dominion of Roger de

Leybourn baron of Leybourn caſtle; from whom it deſcended to his ſole daughter

and heir Juliana de Leybourn, who dying in the forty third year of Edward

the third, without iſſue and without kindred, it devolved by eſcheat to the

crown, and then that prince ſettled it by a new donation on the abby of St. Mary

Grace on Tower hill, where it continued until the public ſuppreſſion, and then being

ſurrendered up to the crown, it was, in the thirty ſixth year of Henry the eighth,

granted to Chriſtopher Sampſon, and he in the ſecond year of Henry the ſixth, paſſed

it away to Sir Thomas Wiat; from whom, not long after, it came by the ſame con

veyance to own the intereſt of Reader, who about the latter end of queen Elizabeth,

alienated his right in it to Terry, who almoſt in our memory, partly by ſale, and

partly in reſpect of alliance, ſettled the property of it on Alderſey, ſo that Mr. Farn

ham Alderſey, a ſecond brother of Terry Alderſey, Eſquire, of Swanton court, is

now lord of the fee.

BIDDENDEN, in the hundreds of Barkeley, Cranbroke and Blackbourn, had

an old family which took both ſeat and firname from hence, and when this was con

ſumed and vaniſhed, the Mayneys were the next who were ſucceſſively poſſeſſors of

it; John de Mayney died ſeized of this and other lands confining upon it, in the fif.

tieth year of Edward the third, and was ſon of Sir John de Mayney, who flouriſhed

here, as appears by deeds, under the worthy charaćter of knighthood many years

before; and to this name was the poſſeſſion, by a continued and unbroken ſeries of

ages wedded, until ſome years ſince, the title was by ſale divorced from this family,

and conveyed by Sir Anthony Mayney knight and baronet, to Sir Edward Henden

chief baron of the exchequer; and he by teſtament tranſmitted it to his nephew Sir

John Henden, who having lately paid a debt to nature which we all owe, his ſon and

heir Edward Henden, Eſquire, does at this inſtant enjoy it.

Allards is another ancient ſeat in this pariſh, which for many generations paſt, un

tlof late, acknowledged itſelf to be the manſion of that name and family, and from

hence was Gervas Alarar or Allard deſcended, who was captain and admiral of the

navy, ſet forth by the cinque ports in the firſt year of Edward the firſt, as appears,

Pat. 34. Edwardi primi, but now the diſtaff hath prevailed againſt the lance; for this

name having been lately wound up in a daughter and heir, the poſſeſſion of it in her

right is now tranſplanted into captain Terry Alderſey, Eſquire, of Swanton court in

Bredgar.

Caft wiſell, is a third place in Biddenden worth our conſideration, it was in times

very ancient, parcel of that eſtate, which did in this county relate to the Moiles, ex

tracted from Moiles court at Bodmin in Cornwall, and certainly did as high acknow

ledge the ſignory of this knightly family, as any land they held in this county; for

though by ſome old deeds not bounded with any date, I find the name of John de

Caſtwiſell affixed as teſte, yet by ſome old deeds and muniments, which have an

aſpećt upon this manor, I diſcover that Walter Moile knight, in the fixth year of

Edward the third, did grant Reginald and William de Sands, all thoſe lands, tene

ments, rents and ſervices, which Simon Gidinden ad Forman late held of the ſaid

Sir Walter, as of his manor of Caſtwiſell, and by a ſubſequent deed dated in the twen

ty third year of Henry the ſixth, I find that Margaret widow of William Scapis of

Burmerſh, did grant to Walter Moile, which was the judge, all that meſſuage or

land ſhe held in Biddenden, and by a deed of a more modern inſcription, that is one

which commences from the twenty ninth year of Henry the eighth, I find that Thomas

Moile of Eaſtwell, gentleman, afterward dignified with the order of knighthood by

the aboveſaid prince, conveyed it to Stephen Rogers, gentleman, and from him is

Mr. Jonathan Rogers, now poſſeſſor of this place, originally deſcended.

X Bidborough



78 V 1 L L A R E C A N T 1 A N U M ; OR,

BIDBOROUGH is the laſt place which ſhuts up the Lowy ofTunbridge, here were

lands which were the inheritance of a family called Chauney, the firſt of whom which

I meet with in record is Thomas le Chauney, who paid reſpective aid for it at making

the Black Prince knight (as appears by the book of Aid) in the twentieth year of

Edward the third, and continued in his family divers years after his exit; for in the lat

ter end of Henry the fourth, I find George Chauney poſſeſſed of it; but after him, I

can trace out no more of this family who held it; the next who ſucceeded in the poſ

ſeſſion were the Palmers, as is manifeſt by ſome old court rolls, which repreſent one

Thomas Palmer to have been lord of the fee in the reign of Edward the fourth and

Henry the ſeventh, but made no long ſtay in this name; for about the begin

ing of Henry the eighth, it was alienated to John Vane, Eſquire, and the deſcend

ant of this family Sir Ralph Vane, being attainted in the fourth year of Edward the

ſixth, it was eſcheated to the crown, and queen Elizabeth, in the firſt year of her

reign, granted it to Henry Cary lord Hunſdon, of whom more hereafter.

Ramhurſt is another little manor in Bidborough, which the book of Aid informs

me, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, to have been poſſeſſed by a family

called Warehall, and remained in their poſſeſſion until the reign of Henry the fourth,

and then it was paſſed away to Colepeper, whoſe anceſtor John Colepeper, died ſeized.

of ſome eſtate here in the forty eighth year of Edward the third, as appears, Rot.

Eſc. Num. 29. and in this family was the property reſident, until the latter end of

Henry the eighth, and then it was transferred by ſale to Lewknor, from whom, in

that age which came within the verge of our grandfathers remembrance, it was alie

nated and demiſed to Dixon, in right of which conveyance it is the inſtant poſſeſſion

of Edward Dixon, Eſquire.

There is an houſe in this pariſh called Bounds, and in ancient deeds called Bunds,

which, as tradition avers, was the utmoſt margin or limit which bounded that league

of earth which hath been ſince known by the name of the Lowy of Tunbridge, and

was given by William Rufus to Gilbert, earl of Briony and Eu, becauſe his caſtle of

Brion had been before by violence torn from him by Robert duke of Normandy, be

cauſe this earl had been a promoter, or at leaſt a fomenter of the deſigns of his brother

king William.

The manor of Bidborough itſelf had the ſame owners with that of Tunbridge, as

namely, the earls of Clare, Audley and Stafford, and eſcheating by forfeiture to the

crown, upon the attaint of Edward Stafford duke of Buckingham, in the twelfth

year of Henry the eighth, it was by queen Elizabeth granted in the firſt year of her

reign, to Henry Cary lord Hunſdon, whoſe ſon George Cary lord Hunſdon dying

without iſſue male, his only inheritrix Elizabeth, married to Thomas lord Berkley,

linked it to his patrimony, and he in the beginning of king James, conveyed it to

;Thomas Smith, grandfather to Robert Smith, Eſquire, who lately died poſſeſſed

Of It. -

BILSINGTON in the hundred of New-church, was folded up anciently in that

patrimony which acknowledged the dominion of John Manſel, a man of eminent note

in the reign of Henry the third, as appears by that chain of offices which adorned

his greatneſs: for he was conſtable of Dover caſtle, lord warden of the cinque ports,

provoſt of Beverley, for the aboveſaid prince, and queen Eleanor his wife, and trea

ſurer of the church of York; but he not long enjoyed it, for he in the twenty ſeventh

year of Henry the third, made God his heir, and diveſted himſelf of the property

of it, to ſettle it on the priory of Bilfington, which was of his foundation and endow

ment, and by dedication entituled to the patronage of the virgin Mary, and was

furniſhed with white canons, or canons premonſtratenſes; and in this condition did it

remain, until not only this, but all other orders in this nation, having warped and

revolted from their original integrity, and thoſe cloſer engagements and narrower

reſtraints, the rules of their primitive inſtitution tied them up in, a diſſolution of

manners called for a diſſolution of demean; but now, whether thoſe who did ſo zea

louſly pretend to correct their lives, did not more ſeriouſly intend to reform the ec

cleſiaſtical patrimony, and arraign them, not according to the guilt of their crimes,

but the heinouſneſs of their eſtates, will fall under a ſober conſideration; that the

exceſſes of the Romiſh clergy were high, their imperfections many, and their irregu

larities
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larities clamorous, is without controverſy; now what the cauſes were which unfaſten

ed the ligatures of ſtreighter diſcipline, which like ſo many nerves, did both move

and tie together all the limbs of the body eccleſiaſtic, I ſhall now briefly diſcover:

the firſt cauſe of this depravation was the removing and abating thoſe perſecutions

which had ſo long, with a ſad and bloody preſſure, grated upon chriſtianity, under

the ſcepter of ten heathen tyrants; and we know that the fable repreſents to us, that

when the laurel, the guerdon, and ſalary of triumphs, and the ſweat of the laborious

ſhoulder, whithered and ſhrunk into decay, the fig tree ſprang up out of its ruins,

which is the emblematic type of ſoftneſs and effeminacy; and we read that the lamps

of Tullia and Terentia, burnt with a clear and uninterrupted flame, as long as they

were recluſe to the cloiſters of their urns and vaults, and dwelt in the ſcene and com

prehenſion of darkneſs; but when they were brought out into the public, like cam

phire, they evaporated into the air that fed them: ſo the primitive chriſtians who

ſhone with ſuch a bright and conſtant beam in the night and agony of their afflićtion,

when they were melted with the warmth and ſun-ſhine of a calm and proſperous for

tune, began to ſlacken into luxury and exceſs, folly and diſorder; and they that had

dared axes and racks, wheels and gridirons, the teeth of beaſts and the fury of men,

the heat of perſecution and the flame of oblation; and in brief, had been inexpug

nable to all the artifices and engines of torture, contrived by impious men, fell

afterwards cheaply and tamely, like thoſe who are ſmothered with roſes, ſtifled with

perfumes, and ſtrangled with a ſilken halter. The ſecond cauſe, that elder obſerva

tions inſinuate to us, to have been the reaſon of the clergy’s deviation, is, that vaſt

heap of temporal treaſure with which Conſtantine loaded the boſom of the church; ſo

that it may be truly affirmed, religio peperit divitias, & filia devoravit matrem; for

poverty, though like a ſtraight and narrow girdle it does with its cloſe and uneaſy

itrićture pinch and afflićt us, yet it keeps the garment from falling into loofneſs and

diſorder; whilſt ſuperfluity of wealth is apt to untie thoſe reſtraints which are caſt

upon the will, and unſhackle thoſe fetters which are laid upon the ſenſual appetite,

rendering our thoughts vain and trifling, fooliſh and impertinent, and our under

takings wild and irregular, making us ſoft and eaſy for the impreſſions of vice, but

difficult and incapable of the influences of virtue, and the nobler deſigns of religion:

for it is farther obſervable, that from riches evaporate the fumes of luxury and am

bition, which like thoſe miſts which exhale from the crudities of a raw ſtomach, de

bauch the underſtanding, and diſorder reaſon, and muffle them up in a veil and in

a cloud; and they that view the light of truth, which is the great luminary in the

firmament of the church, through the vapours of ſecular intereſt, are like thoſe who

take proſpect of a ſtar, through a groſs vaporous body of air; they behold it by the

channel of ſo polluted a medium, they view it in an uneven and uncertain paralax.

The third cauſe of the defečtion of eccleſiaſtical perſons in the church of Rome,

from the ſeverer obligations of their original inſtitution, is this; the pope had newly

entituled himſelf to a vaſt and uncircumſcribed power, and found that there was an

obligation impoſed upon him to ſupport the clergy in all their exceſſes and vicious

fallies, that ſo they might be obliged to engage the pulpit and the pen, in the aſſert

ing of that authority which the weſtern emperors vainly endeavoured by frequent

conteſts and ſtruggling to wring out of his hands, and reinveſt in themſelves; and they

looking up, and diſcovering that he beheld their diſorders with a calm and an indulgent

brow, let looſe the golden reins of diſcipline; and it is no wonder if at any time the

bridle of government be ſlackened, when the ſnaffle that ſhould keep it ſteady and even,

hath loſt its two boſſes, fear and puniſhment.

But I have digreſſed, I now return; after the ſuppreſſion had entituled the crown

to this manor, which formerly ſupported the convent of Bilfington, king Henry the
eighth, in the thirty ſeventh year of his reign, by royal conceſſion, made it the inhe

ritance of Sir Anthony St. Leger of Ulcombe, in which family the title was permanent,

until the beginning of queen Elizabeth, and then his ſon Sir Warham St. Leger:

paſſed it away to *Sir Francis Barnham of London, knight, whoſe great grandchild
Robert

* Sir Walter de Bernham was one of thoſe knights his reign, and bore the paternal coat of this family,

who was at the fiege of Carlaverock in Scotland, viz. A plain crys engrailed between four crº/*

with Edward the firſt, in the twenty eighth year of argent.
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Robert Barnham, Eſquire, by paternal devolution and deſcent, does now claim the

inſtant ſignory of it.

Nether Bilfington in this pariſh, is that manor which anciently was held by a family

called Staplegate of Staplegate in Natindon, who claimed to be the king's chief but.

ler at his coronation. The firſt that I find poſſeſſed of it was Edmund de Staplegate,

to whom it was derived by purchaſe, about the middle of Edward the third, from

Richard Fitz Allan, carl of Arundel, whoſe anceſtors held it many years before, and

he having thus entered upon it by his acquiſition, died poſſeſſed of it in the twenty

ninth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 58. and left it to his ſon and heir

Edmund de Staplegate, and he in the firſt year of Richard the ſecond, put in his

claim to be chief butler at his coronation, as holding this manor by the tenure of

grand ſerjeanty to diſcharge that office; to evacuate his claim, Richard earl of Arun

del, exhibits a petition and plea, wherein he aſſerts that the office of chief butler was

never annexed to this manor of Bilfington, that his family had enjoyed it both before

the poſſeſſion and after the alienation of it, and therefore deſired he might perform

it that ſolemn day; upon the diſcuſſion of the whole controverſy, it was ordered,

that, that day the earl of Arundel ſhould diſcharge it with a ſalvo jure, that it ſhould

not infringe the right of Staplegate or any other that ſhould pretend a right or title to

it for the future. But to proceed, this family held this manor until the beginning of

Henry the fixth, and then the fate of ſale carried it away to Cheney, and Sir John

Cheney knight, died ſeized of it at his death, which was in the ſeventh year of Edward

the fourth, and from him was it waſted down by the thread of deſcent, to his ſuc

ceſſor Henry lord Cheney, who about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, alienated

his property in it to Sir Francis Barnham of London, knight, from whom by ſuc

ceſſive right, the title is now devolved to his great grandchild Robert Barnham, Eſq;

BIRLING in the hundred of Larkfield, was belonging, when the great ſurvey of

England was taken, called Doomſday book, to one Ralph Creythorn, and the an

cient ſeat of thoſe who were the poſſeſſors of it was at Comport or Comford park in

this pariſh; but before the end of Henry the ſecond, the abovementioned family

was worn out, and then I find a family called Creſcie to ſucceed in the inheritance.

William de Creſcie had a grant of liberties in Birling, in the fifth year of king John,

but his name and family after this did not long continue to poſſeſs them, for before

the expiration of the long and tempeſtuous reign of Henry the third, it was departed

from them, and planted in the revenue which did call that family of Say the propri

etors, the firſt of whom was William de Say, who was one of thoſe who ſtuck ſo cloſe

to the cauſe and quarrel of Simon de Montfort, the active earl of Leiceſter, after

whoſe ruin at the battle of Eveſham, and the total diſcomfiture and diſſipation of

his forces in that ſignal conflićt, he was found in the regiſter of thoſe Kentiſh gen

tlemen who were pardoned by the pacification at Kenelworth, and died poſſeſſed of it

in the twenty third year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 48. and in ſome old

deeds it is called Caput Baronie de Say; now the vulgar opinion was formerly, that

thirteen knights fees and a half made up a tenure per baroniam, now how much in

value a knight's fee was, was the queſtion in elder times, ſome affirming it to be

5ol, others 3ol. and divers again but 2.5l, but the common received opinion is, which

hath been generally allowed of by all our law books, that it is in eſtimate but 20ſ.

confiſting of eight carucates or hides of land, for they are coincident, allowing to

every carucate or ploughed land an 100 acres, which was anciently thought to be as

much as one team of oxen could plough up in a year; but the tenure itſelf which

was compounded of the knights fees, was altogether uncertain, for unleſs it be that

manuſcript ſtiled Modus tenendi parliamentum, which is of no higher age then the

reign of Edward the third, there is no record does ſtate or fix it. Walter de Medu

ana or Mayney, anceſtor to the Mayneys of Linton, held twenty knights fees as ap

pears by the Red book kept in the exchequer, folio 84, yet was not under the re

pute of a baron. Walter de Wahull had the poſſeſſion of 30 knights fees, and John

de Port of 50, yet neither of them out of ſo vaſt a tenure could multiply or inforce

to themſelves the ſtile or title of baron, whereas on the contrary, Roger de Leybourn,

who married the co-heir of Vipont, and was really a baron, makes a recogniſance of

his ſervice, as appears by Kirbies inqueſt kept in the exchequer, and taken in the ninth

year

R
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year of Edward the firſt, but for two knights fees and an half; from all which recits

ed paſſages is evinced that this title of baronage flowed only from the favour and in:

dulgence of the prince, who by his writ or ſummons called thoſe who had merited

well by ſome worthy undertakings to this dignity and title, and not from the vaſtneſs

of their patrimony, though this did very much concur afterwards to ſupport their

baronage in its true value and luſtre. But to proceed: Jeffrey de Say, this man's

ſucceſſor, had view of frank pledge here in the eighth year of Edward the third,

that is, as appears by the ſtatute of frank pledge made in the eighteenth year of Ed

ward the ſecond, he was to take cognizance of thoſe diſorders and exceſſes in his

court baron that were committed by thoſe which held in free ſoccage of his manor of

Berling, as well as of thoſe which held in knights ſervice or villanage; and this

Jeffrey, in the thirty third year of Edward the third, died poſſeſſed of this place,

Rot. Eſt. Num. 37. and left it to his ſon William de Say, who likewiſe was in the

tenure of it at his death, which happened in the forty third year of Edward the third,

Rot. Eſt. Num. 43. parte ſecunda, and tranſmitted it to his ſon John de Say, who

likewiſe held it at his deceaſe, which was in the ſixth year of Richard the ſecond,

Rot. Eft. Num. 67, and from him did it devolve by deſcent to his ſon and heir

Jeffrey lord Say, who about the latter end of Richard the ſecond, alienated his inte

reſt here by ſale to Richard Fitzallan earl of Arundel, lord treaſurer and lord high

admiral of England; from whom it came over to his ſon Thomas Fitzallan earl of

Arundell, and lord treaſurer of England likewiſe, who dying in the year 1416

without iſſue, Joan, one of his ſiſters, married to William Beauchampe, ſummon

ed to parliament as baron of Aburgavenny, in the ſixteenth year of Richard the fe

cond, became his co-heir, and ſo he by this alliance was acknowledged for lord of

the fee, but his ſon Richard Beauchamp, created earl of Worceſter in the year 1420,

dying without iſſue male in the ninth year of Henry the fifth, Elizabeth, his ſole

daughter and heir, by marrying Edward Nevill, who in her right became baron of

Abürgavenny, annexed Birling and Comfort park to his revenue, and he died poſ

ſeſſed of it in the fixteenth year of Edward the fourth, and from him did it deſcend

to his great grandchild Henry lord Aburgavenny, who, in the twenty ninth year of

queen Elizabeth, dying without iſſue male, gave it to his kinſman Sir Edward Nevil

afterwards baron of Aburgavenny, whoſe great grandchild John Nevill lord Abur.

gavenny, poſſeſſes now the ſignory of it.

BOBBING, in the hundred of Milton, was the ancient ſeat of the illuſtrious fa

mily of Savage. Roger de Savage obtained a charter of free warren to his lands at

Bobbing Milſted and elſewhere, in the fifth year of Edward the ſecond; his father

Sir John de Savage, was engaged with Edward the firſt at the remarkable ſiege of

Carlaverock in Scotland, in the twenty eighth year of his reign, and there for his

ſignal ſervice, was with Thomas Savage his brother, created knight banneret; Sir

Arnold Savage, this man’s grandchild, was ſheriff of Kent the fourth and ninth years

of Richard the ſecond, and was afterwards ſpeaker of the parliament in the ſecond

year of Henry the fourth, as appears by the late printed abridgement of the parli

ament rolls preſerved in the Tower, and was one of the privy counſel to that

prince, as appears by the private evidences of this family, his daughter Eleanor was

firſt married to Sir Reginald Cobham, by whom ſhe had no iſſue, and after was re

married to William Clifford, Eſquire, ſon of Sir Lewis Clifford knight of the garter,

deſcended from Clifford of Clifford's caſtle in Herefordſhire; who upon the deceaſe

of his wife's only brother, this Sir Arnold Savage, without iſſue in her right as heir

general, entered upon the eſtate here at Bobbing, and was ſheriff of Kent in the

fourth year of Henry the fifth, and again in the thirteenth year of Henry the fixth

his kinſman Robert Clifford, Eſquire, brother to Richard Clifford, firſt archdeacon

of Canterbury, ſecondly biſhop of Worceſter, and thirdly biſhop of London, was

knight of the ſhire for Kent in the eighth year of Henry the fourth, and lies buried

in the middle iſle in the body of Chriſt church in Canterbury, though now his por

traiture in copper, with the inſcription affixed, with the many coats declaring his de

ſcent and alliance, are torn off and defaced; the abovementioned William had iſſue,

Lewis and John; Lewis had iſſue Alexander Clifford, Eſquire, who was ſheriff of

kent in the fifth year of king Edward the fourth, and he had iſſue Lewis Clifford,

Y - - Eſquires

-º-



84 V I L L A R E C A N T I A N U M ; O R,

Simpſon is the ſecond ſeat of account, though in ages of a latter inſcription it

contračted that name, yet anciently it was the demean of Bankewell, a family of

ſignal repute in this track. John de Bankewell had a charter of free warren to his

lands in Bromley, in which this was involved in the thirty firſt year of Edward the

firſt, and Thomas de Bankewell died ſeized of it in the thirty fifth year of Edward

the third; and when this family was ſhrunk at this place into a final extinótion, the

next who were eminent in the poſſeſſion of it were the Clarks, and one William Clark,

that flouriſhed here in the reign of Henry the fifth, that he might not be obnoxious

to the ſtatute of kernellatian, obtained licenſe to erect a ſtrong little pile of lime and

ſtone, with an embattled wall encircled with a deep moat, which is ſupplied and

nouriſhed with a living ſpring; but this man's poſterity did not long enjoy it, for

about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, John Simpſon dwelt here by right of pur.

chaſe, and he having much improved the fabric, ſettled his name upon it, and indeed

that is all that is left to evidence they were once owners of it, for in an age or two

after this it was conveyed to John Stiles, Eſquire, of Bekenham, from whom deſcends

Sir Humphrey Stiles, knight and baronet, cup-bearer to the late king Charles, and

him does Simpſon confeſs for its inſtant owner.

There is a well in the biſhop's park, called St. Blaſe's well, which anciently had an

oratory annexed to it, dedicated to St. Blaſius, which was much frequented

at Whitſuntide, becauſe Lucas who was legate for Sxtus the fourth here in

England, granted an indulgent remiſſion of forty days enjoined penance, to all thoſe

who ſhould viſit this chapel, and offer up their orizons there in the three holidays of
Pentecoſt.

BOUGHTON MONTCHENSEY, is placed in the hundred of Eyhorne, and

hath that addition annexed to it, to ſignify to us that it was once the poſſeſſion of

the family of Montchenſey, whoſe principal ſeat was at Swanſcamp, where I ſhall

treatmore largely ofthem, but though originally they held this place, yet it was notlong

a branch of their demean, for about the beginning of Henry the third they had deſert.

ed the poſſeſſion and ſurrendered it up to Hougham of Hougham by Dover, and

Tobert de Hougham died poſſeſſed of it in the forty firſt year of Henry the third,

and had iſſue Robert de Hougham, after whoſe death the ſpindle prevailed;againſt

the ſpear, for he concluded in daughters and co-heirs; Bennet, one of them, married

to John de Shelving, and he by a right derived from her, was inveſted in the poſ

ſeſſion, and died ſeized of it in the fourth year of Edward the third, and ſo did his

widow in the twenty ſecond year of that prince, and with them the name of Shelving

expired in two daughters and co-heirs; Helen who was married to John de Bourn,

and Joan married to John Brampton alias Detling, of Detling Court, and ſo they in

her right became entituled to the ſignory of this manor; but before the end of Richard

the ſecond, the family of Bourn found likewiſe its tomb in a female inheritrix, who

was married to Haut of Hauts-place in Petham, and Edward Haut held Bourn and

ſome part of this manor in the eighth year of Henry the fourth, as appears by the

pipe roll relating to that time; but after this it was not long united to their inherit

ance, for about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, by an old court roll, I find it in

the tenure of Reginald Peckham, Eſquire, nor was that other portion of this

manor, which indeed was the more eminent part of it, which was annexed to the

patrimony of Brampton, long fixed in that family, for this name finding a final

interrment in Benedićta Brampton alias Detling, ſhe, by marrying with Thomas At

Town of Town-place, interwove the title with his demean, where it had no long

reſidence, for he determining in three daughters and co-heirs, Bennet, one ofthem.

by marrying William Watton of Addington, upon the partage of Town's inherit

ance eſpouſed it to Watton's patrimony, and he about the latter end of Henry the

fixth, conveyed it to Reginald Peckham above mentioned, and Katharine Peckham,

widow of James Peckham his ſon, held the whole manor at her death, which was in

the ſeventh year of Henry the ſeventh, and after her Thomas Peckham, Eſquire,

her deſcendant, enjoyed it his deceaſe, which was in the twelfth year of Henry

the eighth, and left it to his ſon Reginald Peckham, Eſquire, who about the

latter end of the above mentioned prince, paſſed it away to Sir Thomas

Wiat, and he not long after, alienated it to Robert Rudſton, Eſquire, who having

been entangled in the unſucceſsful deſign of that knight, forfeited it to the crown.

- but
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but was reinveſted again in it by a new conceſſion in the ſecond year of queen Mary,

and much improved the ancient ſtructure with the increaſe of building, in the years

1565, and 1576, and left it to his ſon and heir Belknap Rudſton, Eſquire, who by his

laſt will and teſtament, ſettled it on his kinſman Sir Francis Barnham in the year 1613,

from whom it is now deſcended to that worthy perſon Robert Barnham Eſquire, his

ſon and heir.

Wierton Houſe is a ſecond place to be conſidered of in this pariſh, it borrows its fir

name from Adam de Wierton, who, as appears by old deeds, which by the antiqui

ty of their charaćter ſeem to commence from the reign of king Hen. III. was poſſeſſ

or of this place, and having inoculated his name upon it, it ſprouted out, not in

looſe ſuckers and excreſcencies, but in thoſe who were by lineal deſcent from him

juſtly and ſucceſſively entituled to the property of this manor, until the latter end of

Rich. II. and then it was by ſale tranſmitted to Robert Purſe, and there is one of this

name, but whether this man or his ſon, I am uncertain, who was lord of Wierton

Houſe, and lies buried in Boughton church in the north iſle, with this inſcription on

a plate of braſs affixed to the wall, Hic jacet Robertus Purſe qui obiit, 1452, 3 bona

multa buic contulit eccleſi.e.; that is, he built the belfrey and the north iſle, and thoſe

are the good works regiſtered in his epitaph; and over his place of ſepulture, his

portraiture in painted glaſs was preſerved entire until the eruption of the late inteſtine

war, and then the tempeſtuous and ill managed, or rather over-heated zeal of theſe

times, which like an over-heated brain ſtill concludes in madneſs, diſordered it into

a heap of ruins; after this man's exit, I do not find it acknowledged this family long,

for Robert Purſe, this man’s ſon, alienated it to Richard Norton, and his wife Mar

garet Norton, lies interred within that ſeat which belongs to Wierton Houſe, as the

date on her tombſtone inſtructs me, in the year 1407, and in this family did the title

for many generations inhabit, until that age which fell under our cogniſance, and

then it was demiſed by ſale to Sir Anthony St. Leger of Ireland, whoſe ſon Sir

Anthony St. Leger, is ſtill proprietor of it.

Holbrook is the laſt place to be taken notice of in this pariſh; it was anciently in

volved in the demean of a family which in ancient deeds and court rolls were written

Halbroke, and bore, as is evident in old regiſters and armorials, azure a plain croſ;

between four mullets or, frettee of the firſt, and having continued here many deſcents,

about the beginning of Hen. V. languiſhed away, and then the property of this place

came to confeſs the ſignory of Haut of Hautſbourn, and dwelt in their patrimony un

til Sir William Haut determined about the latter end of Hen. VIII. in two female

co-heirs, whereof Joan was married to Sir Thomas Wiat, and he in her right was

enſtated in the inheritance of this place, and about the latter end of Edw. VI. the

contract being fortified with his lady's conſent, paſſed it away to Smith, anceſtor to

Mr. . . . . . Smith, who ſtill poſſeſſes it as part of his inheritance.

Boughton Alulph or Aluff, in the hundred of Wye, had this appellative diſtinétion

united to its name, to intimate to us, that in the Saxons time it owned the juriſdiction

of one Alulphus, a Saxon, into whoſe name, to derive his memory down to us, it hath

been ever fince adopted; but in the ages after the conqueſt, it was wrapped up in

the eſtate of the ancient family of Burgherſt, now vulgarly called Burwaſh. Robert

de Burgherſt is the firſt who is brought on the ſtage by public record, and preſented

to our remembrance, and he held it at his death, which was in the thirty third

year of Edw. I. Rot. Eſc. Num, 41. and is amongſt the regiſter of thoſe who accom

panied that triumphant and ſucceſsful prince in his fortunate expedition againſt the

Scots, and he left it to his ſon Stephen de Burgherſt, who in the ſecond year of Edw.

II. obtained a charter of free warren to his manor of Boughton Aluff, and in the third

year of that prince, paid his debt to nature ; from whom it deſcended to his ſon

Stephen de Burwaſh, who had a renovation of the former charter of free warren con

firmed to this manor in the firſt year of Edw. III. His ſon and heir was Bartholomew

lord Burgherſt, who had a charter of free warren confirmed to all his lands, in which

this was involved, in the twelfth and fixteenth years of Edw. III. and was certainly a

perſon of much eminence in thoſe times, for he is recorded by Daniel in his chroni

cle to have been one of thoſe, to whom the aboveſaid prince committed the condućt of

his army at the battle of Creſcy, and was ſummoned to fit in parliament as baron, as

appears amongſt the ſummons of that age; he deceaſed in the twenty eighth year of

Edw. III. his heir apparent was Bartholomew lord Burgherſt, who was lord cham

Z berlain
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berlain of the king's houſehold, and was frequently ſummoned to ſit as a peer of the

realm by Edw. III. as it appears regiſtered in the late printed abridgement of the re

cords of the Tower; and he, in the forty third year of Edw. III. paſſed away this

manor and much other land to Walter de Pavely; in Paveley the poſſeſſion was re

fident, but until the beginning of Rich. H. and then it was conveyed to Trivet; but

here it was of no long fixed continuance neither, for Sir Thomas Trivet, about the

fifteenth year of the aboveſaid prince, paſſed it away to Lewis Clifford, Eſquire, who in

the twelfth year of Hen. VI. by a fine then levied, tranſplanted his right in it into Wil

liam Wenlock, and he not long after, tranſmitted it by ſale to Richard Beauchamp,

baron of Aburgavenny, whoſe ſon Richard baron Aburgavenny concluded in Eliza

beth Beauchamp, his ſole heir, who was married to Edward Nevil, in her right lord

of this manor, whoſe deſcendants conſtantly remained inveſted in the inheritance un

til the latter end of Henry the cighth, and then it was alienated to Sir Thomas

Moile, and he dying without iſſue male, Katharine, his daughter and co-heir, fa

ſtened it to the demean of her huſband Sir Thomas Finch, where it hath ever ſince

remained ſo conſtant and permanent, that it now confeſſes the ſignory of the right

honorable Heneage Finch, the inſtant earl of Winchelſey.

Seaton, Ulley, and Potbery, are three little manors lying within the verge of this pa

riſh, the firſt of which held in grand ſerjeanty of the crown, with this reſpective ſer

vice to be performed by the lord of the fee, effe vamtrarius regius quando rex iverit in

Waſconiam, donec per uſus fuerit pari ſolutarum prelio 4.d. which wifer heads, who pre

tend to unravel the intrigues and criticiſms of law Latin, interpret thus, to be the

king's fore footman, when he ſhall go into Gaſconie, until he hath worn out a pair

of ſhoes, which coſt 4d. All theſe manors were wrapped up in the demean of Crioll,

and Bertram de Crioll died ſeized of them in the twenty third year of Edw. I. whoſe

only daughter Joan being married to Richard de Rokeſley, called in ſome old re

cords Sir Richard, upon the death of her brother John de Crioll without iſſue, enti

tuled her huſband to that large patrimony which called her father proprietor; but he

dying without iſſue male, Joan his ſole heir, married to Thomas de Poynings, knit

together the demean of Crioll and Rokeſley, and caſt it into his poſſeſſion; and here

it made its abode until the eleventh year of Rich. II. and then the title of theſe manors

came by Eleanor, the general inheritrix of Poynings, to ſubmit to the dominion of

Henry earl of Northumberland, and his ſucceſſor, Henry earl of the ſame place, ali

enated them in the twenty third year of Hen. VIII. to Sir Thomas Cheyney, William

Walſingham, and William Fitz Williams, and they conveyed them to Sir Chriſtopher

Hales, and his ſon Sir James ſold them to Sir Thomas Moile, by whoſe co-heir they
devolved to Sir Thomas Finch.

Buckwell in Boughton Alulph, was the ſeat of a family called Bekewell, as appears

by an inquiſiton taken after the death of Henry de Bekewell, in the tenth year of

Edw. III. Rot. Eſc. Num, 72. by which he is found to have been then poſſeſſed of it,

and ſo was his ſucceſſor Henry Bekewell, by a ſubſequent inquiſion, taken in the ſe

venteenth year of Rich. II, Rot. Eſc. Num. 97. After this family was worn out, the

poſſeſſion of this place was united to the inheritance of Wode, and here it remained

faſtened until the thirty fourth year of Hen. VI. and then Robert Wode paſſed it

away by ſale to Mr. Walter Moile, father to John Moile, Eſquire, who was juſtice

of the peace for this county, in the reign of Edw. IV. who now enjoys this manſion:

and ſo much for the ſeat itſelf. The manor which is now entwined with it, was, for

the principal part of it, the inheritance of Burgherſt or Burwaſh. Robert de Berg

herſt poſſeſſed it at his death, which was in the thirty third year of Edw. I. Rot. Eſc.

Num, 47. from whom it devolved to his ſucceſſor Bartholomew lord Burgherſt knight

of the garter, who in the forty third year of Edw. III. by a deed offeoffment, inveſts

it in Sir Walter de Paveley, knight likewiſe of the garter; from Paveley it came

over by purchaſe to be the poſſeſſion of Sir Robert Belknap, one of the judges of Rich.

II. who having diſguſted the duke of Glouceſter, that king's uncle, and others of

the nobility, who were knit into a junto, for protećtion of the people’s liberties,

againſt the inroads of the royal prerogative, which peradventure, that unfortunate

perſon had endeavoured to extend beyond its juſt confines, was empeached of high

treaſon, convicted and baniſhed into Ireland, in the tenth year of the abovementioned

prince, and his eſtate for the moſt part confiſcated, amongſt which was his land at

Buckwell, which king Rich. II. in the twclfth year of his rule, granted to the dean

- and
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and canons of St. Stephens in Weſtminſter, and I find one Semana de Tong to have

held it in leaſe of that chapter at his death, which was in the ſecond year of Hen. V.

Rot. Eſt. Num. 29. and ſo did Kimberley afterwards in the third year of Hen. VI.

Rot. Eſc. Num. 33. After this family deceaſed, I find the Moiles to hold it as leſſees

to that convent, until the general diſſolution in the reign of king Hen. VIII. and

then that prince granted the fee ſimple to John Moile, Eſquire, ſon of Robert Moile,

Eſquire, who, as the records of this family teſtify, was juſtice of the peace of this

county, and one of the eſquires of the body to that prince, and from this John

Moile is the title, by hereditary ſucceſſion, ſtreamed into Mr. Robert Moile, who is

the inſtant lord of the fee.

Barton is another manor, which partly is ſituated in Wye, and partly in Boughton

Alulf, and had owners of that ſirname, who were inveſted in the poſſeſſion until the

the twenty eighth year of Hen. VI. and then it was conveyed to cardinal Kempe,

who ſettled it on his newly inſtituted college of Wye, in whoſe revenue it lay folded

up, until upon the ſuppreſſion of it into the hands of Hen. VIII. in the twenty ninth

lear of his government, and was, not long after, conveyed by grant to Sir Thomas

Moile, and he paſſed it away to his brother Mr. Walter Moiſe, from whom it is now

deſcended to his ſucceſſor, Mr. Robert Moile the heir apparent of it.

BOCTON under Bleane, gives name to the whole hundred wherein it is placed.

It was one of thoſe manors which anciently belonged to the archbiſhop of Canterbury;

but by whom it was given, becauſe the records of Chriſt church in that particu

lar are ſilent, I muſt; if you will look for its appraiſement in the time of the con

queror, Doomſday book will inform you. Boćton, (ſays that record) eſt manerium

archiepiſºopi, & in tempore Edwardi regis defendeśal ſe pro P. ſullings, & dimido, &

nunc ſimiliter, & fuit appretiatum in tempore Edwardi regis XIb. et archiepiſcopus habet

inde Cs. XV's. & III. Deparios de Gablo. Nunc autem valet XXib. ſed tamen reddit

AX. & Plb. de Firma, & archiepiſcopus habet ſtun ga blum ul ſupra. -

Boughton or Boćion court, is the firſt place of ſecular intereſt, which claims our no

tice; it formerly (though now ſhrunk into a manſion of mean concern) did con

tribute both ſeat and ſirname to a family ſo called, and one John de Boston, as I diſ

cover by deeds, held it in the reign of Edw. II. and Edw. III. In times more modern

it is in Sir John Rowth's evidences called Swayford, from the Swayfords who were

next poſſeſſors of the fee; thoſe who ſucceeded the inheritance were the Bingers, now

called Bengers, from whom the Bengers of Hougham by Dover, are iſſued out, and

after this name had flouriſhed here from the entrance into the government of Hen. V.

till towards the reign of Hen. VII. it expired, and then the Hales were the ſucceſſive

proprietors, from whom by ſale, the right was wafted over to Wood, and from this

name did a fatality reſembling the former, bring it down to Rowth, in relation to

whom Sir John Rowth is now entituled to the fee ſimple of it.

Brinly in this pariſh, does celebrate the memory of Sir Laurence de Brinley, who

flouriſhed here about the reign of Edw. I. and in this family was it for a ſeries of ſome

deſcents reſident, till one of them ſold it to John Ropcr; a younger branch of the

Ropers of St. Dunſtans; in whoſe poſterity, after the title had been ſometime plant

ed, it was by a daughter and heir made the inheritance of Aires; and when this fa.

mily after ſome abode here, determined in a daughter and heir, the ſame female right

threw it into the revenue of the Rowths, deſcended from the Rowths of Derbyſhire,

from which alliance Sir John Rowth claims at this inſtant the poſſeſſion.

Naſh court is a ſeat of very reverend antiquity, eſpecially ſince for ſome centuries

of years it hath been (as is apparent by their own private evidences) the manſion of the

Hawkins, a family of deep deſcent, and illuſtrious account in this track, but made

more eminent by being the cradle of that learned gentleman Sir Thomas Hawkins,

who for his own accurate tranſlation of Cauſſinus his holy court from the French ori

ginal into Engliſh, and his other well poliſhed labours, cannot be decyphered or

limned out to poſterity, under too worthy an attribute. -

Colkins is the laſt place, though not of the leaſt account, which in this pariſh is to

be confidered; it was built by John Colkin, originally a citizen in Canterbury, and

he at his death, which was in the tenth of Edw. III. was in poſſeſſion of it; there are

ſeveral of this man's poſterity which lie entombed in Boughton, with a griffin ſegreant,

- which
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which was their paternal coat, affixed to the front of the graveſtone. William Colkin

and Anne his wife, are there interred with this inſcription, Orate pro animá Will.

Colkin & Agnet. Ux qui quiden obierunt, anno Dom. 1460. and the reſt is defaced;

this man’s father John Colkin, ſleeps there with this inſcription annexed to the

marble, Hic jacet johammes Colkin qui obiit oëiavo die Aprilis, anno dom. 1405. but not

long after the deceaſe of William Colkin above ſaid, did the poſſeſſion of this ſeat

continue permanent in this family ; for his ſon John Colkin ſold it to Henry Petit,

father to Cirjacus or Sidrach Petit, who drew up a ſurvey of all the manors of Kent,

which held by knights ſervice of the crown, in the twenty eighth year of Henry the

eighth, from whom Mr. Petit, the preſent lord of Colkin, does extract both his de

ſcent and title.

Dame court in this pariſh alſo, cannot be paſſed by without ſome inſpe&tion: in elder

times Sir Allan de Dane challenged the ſignory of it, and as he took his firmame from it

ſo he had his habitation here, in the reign of Edward the third, and it continued a

manſion for his deſcendants divers years after; but in the reign of Henry the fourth,

I find the Foggs lords of the fee, the laſt of which that held it was Sir John Fogge,

who died poſſeſſed of it, as appears by his will, in the ſeventeenth year of Henry the

ſeventh, and left it to his ſon and heir Sir John Fogge, from which family not many

years after, it came to own the property of Petit of Colkins, in the deſcendant of

which family the intereſt of it is yet reſident.

Thomas At Hurſt here founded a chapel in the eighth year of Richard the ſecond,

and dedicated it to St. Nicholas, which was for the uſe of lazars and poor leprous

people, lodged in an hoſpital not far diſtant of this man's foundation alſo.

BOURDFIELD or BORESFIELD, in the hundred of Eyhorn, was formerly a

pariſh, and the remains of ſome part of the ſtone-work of the church, as likewiſe the

bounds of the church yard are yet obvious, but ſince its decay it hath been incorpo

rated into Oltringden, and is now looked upon as an hamlet of that pariſh. It was

for many deſcents the patrimony of the lords Cobham of Sterborough, and ſo conti

nued until Thomas lord Cobham died in the eleventh year of Edward the fourth, and

left one only daughter and heir called Anne Cobham, who was married to Edward

Borough, after in her right as heir general, created lord Borough of Sterborough,

from whom this manor deſcended to his grandchild Thomas lord Borough, who in

the twenty fifth year of queen Elizabeth, conveyed it to John Pakenham, and he not

long after, alienated it to John Lewin, Eſquire, in which family it remained until our

remembrance, and then by the heir general it was carried off to Rogers of the county

of Somerſet, and the like viciſſitude hath by the female inheritrix of that family

brought it now to acknowledge Charles Cavendiſh viſcount Mansfield, heir apparent

to William, created marquiſs Newcaſtle by the late king at Oxford.

BISHOPS-BOURN, in the hundred of Bredge and Petham, is called ſo becauſe

it was given by king Kenulfus, at the requeſt of Athelard arch-biſhop of Canterbu

ry, to the priory of Chriſt church in the year of grace 789, and in the charter there

is a recital of one Aldhun, a pious citizen of Canterbury, who firſt bequeathed it to

that convent, and the charter of confirmation informs us that it was given to the

Monks, ad veſtimentum eorum, for a ſupply of veſture. In the year 811, arch-biſhop

Ulfred exchanged Eaſtry of Bourn, with the convent above mentioned, and in the

demean of that ſee it lay couched until the latter end of Henry the eighth, and then

Thomas arch-biſhop of Canterbury, exchanged it for other lands with Sir Thomas

Colepeper, of Bedgebury, who in the thirty fourth year of the aboveſaid prince,

conveyed it to Sir Anthony Aucher, anceſtor to Sir Anthony Aucher, knight

the inſtant proprietor both of this and Hautſbourn, which next ſummons a remem

brance.

Hauts-hourn; before it was enlarged with the additional appellation of Haut, af.

forded both ſeat and firname in elder times to a family of venerable antiquity in

theſe parts. John de Bourn lived here, and had a charter of free warren granted to

it in the ſeventeenth year of Edward the firſt ; but when this name reſolved into a

daughter and heir, who was married to Shelving, this manor loſt the name of Bourn,

and was called by addition Shelving Bourn, and remained ſometime under that notion,

until a viciſſitude of the ſame nature with the former, entombed this in a female in

heritrix
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heritrix likewiſe, who being married to Edward Haut, the firſt addition was remov

ed and wrapped up in a ſecond, for thenceforth in public records it was frequently

ſtiled Hauts-bourn, and ſo continued under that name and in that family, until Sir

William Haut, about the latter end of Henry the eighth, dying without iſſue male,

this family determined in two daughters and co heirs, one of them called Elizabeth,

being married to Thomas Colepeper of Bedgebury, brought Bourn to be the inherit

ance of that family, and he, in the thirty fourth year of Henry the eighth, paſſed it

away to Sir Anthony Aucher, deſcended from Aucherus the Saxon, who was of emi

ment note at Newenden in this county, of whom more ſhall be ſpoken when I come to

treat of that place. -

Burſted is the laſt place to be taken notice of in this pariſh, which in ancient deeds

is written Burghſted, and was the inheritance of a family of that ſirname, but the

chiefeſt honour which it acquired in times of a more modern aſpect, is, that for ſeve

ral deſcents laſt paſt, it hath conſtantly confeſſed itſelf to be part of the property and

patrimony of Denne, a cadet of the Denns of Denne hill.

BOXLEY, in the hundred of Maidſtone, had an abby filled with Ciſtertian monks,

and founded by William de Iper of Flanders, advanced by king Stephen to be earl of

Kent in the year 1 145; king Richard the firſt, as the regiſter of this abby denotes,

was a great benefactor to the convent, who were originally tranſported hither from

Clarevall in Burgundy; upon the ſuppreſſion, the houſe with the demean adjacent,

was in the thirty ſecond of Henry the eighth, granted to Sir Thomas Wiat, father to

Sir Thomas Wiat, one of his privy counſel, a man of unbroken though a calamitous

virtue, who thinking it a leſs ſtain to forfeit his eſtate, than to debauch his conſcience,

ſtuck cloſe to that ſacramental covenant, by which he and the reſt of the counſel had

obliged themſelves to Henry the eighth, to preſerve as much as in them lay his two

daughters Mary and Elizabeth, from confederating with any foreign alliance, and ſo

engaged in that deſign which overſet him, and ſunk him and his patrimony into that

ruin; we find him and it loſt at preſent, for upon his attainder, queen Mary, in the

ſecond year of her reign, granted out his eſtate as if it were by retail to ſeveral ſons,

but this manor and ſome other ſmall pieces were given back to the lady Joan Wiat

his widow, for the ſupport of herſelf and family; and this is all which of that vaſt

wide revenue of his, which lay ſcattered in this and other counties, is held by his po

ſterity at this day.

Newnham court is likewiſe another manor in Boxley, which, in the twentieth year

of William the conqueror, as appears by the record of Doomſday book, was wrapped

upin the revenue of Odo biſhop of Baieux and earl of Kent, and it is poſſible was one

of his ordinary manſions or palaces, but after his deceaſe it returned to the crown,

and it is probable, being eſteemed a limb of Boxley, was involved in that exchange

which was made by king Stephen, of other lands with William de Ipre, for his

manor of Feverſham, and it is poſſible was ſettled by this William de Ipre, when he

erected the abby of Boxley (though it be not mentioned in the original charter) upon

that convent, and became part of their endowment, and remained united to the pa

trimony of this cloiſter, until the ſuppreſſion of Henry the eighth, and then it was

granted about the thirty ſecond year of that prince's government, to Sir Thomas

Wiat; and his ſon, by his unhappy infection in the time of queen Mary, forfeited it

to the crown, where it remained till queen Elizabeth, by royal conceſſion, inveſted

the poſſeſſion in her faithful ſervant John Aſtley, Eſquire, maſter or conſervator of

her jewels, whoſe ſon, Sir John Aſtley, alienated it to his nephew Sir Norton Knatch

bull, knight and baronet, who is the inſtant proprietor of it.

Wevering in this pariſh, is a manor held by knights ſervice, and Waretius de Shel

ying, ſon of John de Shelving, and Hellen de Bourn, daughter and heir of John de

Bourn, held it by this tenure, to find a horſe for the king's army in Wales; Cum uno

Jacco & brochia pro eſ|uilar ipſius Domini regis, ſo it runs in the Latin record taken

in the third year of Edward the third: after this man's deceaſe, John de Shelving

was this man's heir, and in his right enjoyed this manor, though it was not wholly

histill he married Benedićta, daughter and co-heir of Robert de Hougham, who like

wiſe held ſome part of it, and then he tranſmitted it entire to his ſon William Shelving,

whoſe ſole daughter and heir being married to Edward Haut of Hauts-place in Pe
2 A tham,

./ .
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tham, who was ſheriff of Kent in the eighth year of Henry the fourth, this, and an

opulent demean beſide, came interwoven with the revenue of that family; and here

the poſſeſſion ſeemed to be laid up till Sir William Hautſbourn, this man's great

grandchild, died and left only two co-heirs, Joan married to Sir Thomas Wiat, and .

Elizabeth married to Sir Thomas Colepeper of Bedgebury, ſo wavering by this alli

ance it accrued to Sir Thomas Wiat, from whom, in the ſecond year of queen Mary,

it was by forfeiture torn away, but was in the twenty fourth year of queen Elizabeth,

reſtored with the manor of Boxley to the lady Jane Wiat, widow of the aboveſaid

Sir Thomas, and her ſon George Wiat for three lives; the reverſion was ſold by king

Charles to Mr. Stephen Alcock, who alienated the fee finple to Sir Francis Wiat.

Winters is contained alſo in Boxley ; it gave ſeat and firname to as noble a family

and of as deep antiquity as any in this track. Roger Winter lived here, who was

one of the conſervators of the peace of the county of Kent, in the eighteenth year of

the reign of Edward the third; he deceaſed in the forty ſeventh year of the abovefid

prince's government, and John Winter was his heir, who ſold Winters to Fremingham

in the tenth year of Henry the fourth, from whom it was conveyed by a female in

heritrix, to Iſley of Sundrich, and here it reſted till Sir Henry Iſley being folded up

in the ſame attempt with Sir Thomas Wiat, upon the blaſting of that deſign, forfeit.

ed his intereſt in it to the crown; queen Mary granted it to Cutts, who ſome years

after diveſted himſelf of his right in it, and by ſale diſpoſed of it to Sir Cavaliero

Maycott, who ſuddenly alienated it to Covert, who transferred it by the like devolu

tion, about ſome five and twenty years ſince, to Sir William Tufton, knight and ba

ronet, whoſe ſecond ſon Sir Charles Tufton, upon the late deceaſe of his brother Sir

Benedićt Tufton, is the preſent lord of the fee.

I had almoſt forgot to mention, which certainly muſt much improve the honour

of this place, that king Edward the ſecond, in the fifteenth year of his reign, lying

at Boxley abby granted the charter to London, to elect yearly one of the city at their

own pleaſure to be their mayor.

BOUGHTON MALHERBE, in the hundred of Eyhorn, did very probably

take its denomination from a family of that firmame, who were of eminent account in

the County of Devon, for I find Sir William de Malherbe was witneſs to a deed of

Reginald de Mohun, by which he gives much land to the abby of Axminſter, as ap

pears Pat. 14. Hen. tertii Memb, 33 parte prima. In the reign of Henry the third,

by ſeveral old deeds I diſcover it to be marſhalled in the liſt of thoſe lands which con

feſſed Robert de Gatton, ſon of Robert de Gatton, (who was one of the recognitores

magne aſſiſe in the ſecond year of king John) to have been the proprietor, and he

died poſſeſſed of it in the forty eighth year of Henry the third, and left it to his ſon

Hamo de Gatton, in whom the male line determined ; ſo that this manor, upon the

partition of his inheritance, devolved by Elizabeth daughter and co-heir, to be the

patrimony of William de Dene, who obtained a charter of free warren to his lands

here, in the tenth year of Edward the ſecond ; but he did not long after enjoy the

benefit of this privilege, for he conveyed it to Robert Corbie, who in the thirty fixth

year of Edward the third, had licence by this prince's grant to build after a fortified

manner, the terms are kernellare & turrellare, that is, to make cranies and loopholes

to diſcharge croſs-bows and other miſfile weapons, and to embattle with towers and

curtain walls, the manor houſe at Boughton; from him it deſcended to Robert Corbie

his ſon and heir, who died and left only one daughter and heir, Joan married to Sir

Nicholas Wotton, twice lord mayor of London; and ſo by female right this manor

became the poſſeſſion of this family, and in a continued ſeries was it carried down

from Sir Nicholas, to Thomas lord Wotton not many years ſince deceaſed, whoſe

lady dowager Mary, daughter and one of the co-heirs of Sir Arthur Throgmorton of

Paulers Perry in the county of Northampton, as parcel of her jointure, did lately

before her deceaſe enjoy it, whoſe right in this and Colbridge is now transferred to her

eldeſt daughter lady Katharine Stanhope.

Colbridge caſtle lay in Boughton Malherbe, under the hill towards Headcorne, and

hath found a ſepulchre now under its own rubbiſh. King Henry the third, in the

forty third year of his reign, granted licence by his charter to Sir Fulke Peyforer, to

fortify and build after a caſtle-like manor, his manſion houſe at Colbridge; it came

- after
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after to be the poſſeſſion of Roger lord Leybourne, and from him did deſcend to Ju

liana Leybourn, his ſole heir, who marrying William Clinton earl of Huntington,

made it his inheritance; but he deceaſing in the twenty eighth year of Edward the

third without iſſue, and his lady after dying and leaving no viſible or avowed alliance,

knit to her by the indiſputable tye of conſanguinity to claim it, it eſcheatcd to the

crown, and king Richard the ſecond, in the twenty firſt year of his reign, granted it

to the royal chapel of St. Stephen's in Weſtminſter, where it remained till the diſſo

lution, and then it was granted in the ſecond year of Edward the ſixth, to Sir Ed

ward Wotton, from whom by a ſucceſſive right of deſcent it was tranſmitted to his

great grandchild Thomas lord Wotton of Marley, whoſe widow the lady Mary Wot

ton does at this inſtant poſſeſs it.

Laſtly, Chilſton is an eminent ſeat and manor likewiſe ſituated within the precinóts

of this pariſh: in the fifty fifth year of Henry the third, Henry Huſſey had a charter

of free warren to his manor of Chilſton, and his grandchild Henry Huſſey died ſeized

of it in the fixth year of Edward the third, and in this family was the inheritance

in an undivided ſucceſſion, reſident till our grandfathers memory, and then Henry

Huſſey, by ſale, tranſlated the property into John Packhurſt, whoſe ſucceſſor Sir

William Packhurſt, alienated it to Richard Northwood, whoſe ſon Mr. Alexander

Northwood, by the ſame tranſmiſſion paſſed it over to Cleggat, who very lately diſ.

poſed of his concern in it to Mr. Manly of London, who very lately hath conveyed it

to Mr. Edward Hales, grandchild to Sir Edward Hales of Tunſtal, knightand baronet.

BUCKLAND, in the hundred of Feverſham, was (as Sidrach Petit's Inqueſt into

the manors of Kent informs me) as high as the reign of Henry the third, the poſſeſ.

ſion of John de Buckland, who it ſeems extračted his firname from hence, and is

likewiſe mentioned in Tefta de Nevil, to have held land in this track in the twentieth

year of Henry the third : but before the end of Edward the ſecond, this family was

vaniſhed from this place, and immediately after they were gone out, the Frogenhalls

of Frogenhall in Tenham, were entituled to the poſſeſſion, and Richard Frogenhall

was ſeized of it at his deceaſe, which was in the thirty fourth year of Edward the

third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 37. and from him did it deſcend to John Frogenhall, Eſquire,

who was with Edmund Brook lord Cobham, then general of the Kentiſh forces under

Richard earl of Warwick, at the battle of Northampton, where the houſe of Lan

caſter, by that vigorous affiſtance the Kentiſh men that day afforded the houſe of

York, received ſo fatal a wound, that all the art of the Lancaſtrian partiſans, could

hardly ever after cloſe it; and this man had iſſue Thomas Frogenhall, who about the

beginning of Henry the ſeventh, paſſed it away to Gedding ; and Thomas Gedding,

in the twenty fifth year of Henry the eighth, held this manor, and conveyed it by

deed to Henry Atſea of Herne ; and he, in the thirtieth year of Henry the eighth,

was poſſeſſed of it at his death, and from him did the thread of deſcent guide the

title down to his grandchild William Atſea, who in the tenth year of king James,

conveyed it by ſale to . . . . Saker of Feverſham, gentleman, whoſe ſon Mr. Chriſto

her Saker, in our fathers memory, alienated it to Sir Baſill Dixwell of Terlingham in

folkſtone, knight and baronet, who upon his deceaſe about the year 1641, gave it

to his kinſman John Dixwell, Eſquire, in whom the poſſeſſion is ſtill reſident.

BUCKLAND by Dover, is ſituated in the hundred of Bewſborough, and was a

branch of that ſpacious and wide demean which made the patrimony of Hamon de

Crevequer ſo conſiderable in this county, and he held it at his deceaſe, which was in

the forty ſeventh year of Henry the third, Rot. Eſt. Num. 33. Afterwards I find

the Wijghebies or Willoughbies inveſted in the poſſeſſion, and Thomas de Willough

bie was ſeized of it at his deceaſe, which was in the ſeventh year of Edward the ſe

cond; but the title had no long reſidence in this family, for in the reign of Edward

the third, I find it in the tenure of Barrie of Sevington; for Agnes, wife of William

Barrie, was poſſeſſed of it in right of dower, as appears by an inquiſition taken after

his death in the forty eighth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 7. After the

Barries were worn out, the Callards or Calwards, now vulgarly called Collard, be

came lords of the fee, a family of deep extraction in this track, and who were in elder

times entituled to the poſſeſſion of land and houſes in Canterbury, as appears by a

compoſition
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compoſition made between the monks of St. Auguſtins and thoſe of Chriſt-church,

in the forty firſt year of Edward the third, recited by Mr. Somfier in his ſurvey of

that city, page 192, wherein it is mentioned, that the abby of St. Auſtins had pur

chaſed land and houſes of John Calward. But to proceed, after this family had for

divers deſcents held this manor in a fair repute (John Callard, Eſquire, being one

of thoſe who accompanied Sir Henry Guldford of this county, to ſerve Ferdinand of

Caſtile, in his war commenced againſt the Moors, where for ſome ſignal ſervice per

formed againſt thoſe infidels, he had this coat aſſigned to him and his poſterity,

by Clarenceux Benolt, vid, girony of ſix pieces or & ſables, over all, three Blackamores

heads decouped. In our fathers memory, they ſurrendered the poſſeſſion of this place

by ſale to Fogge, who not many years after, paſſed away his concern in it, by the

ſame conveyance, to William Sherman, Eſquire, of Croyden, ſteward both to

George Abbot and William Laud ſucceſſively, arch-biſhops of Canterbury.

Dudmanſcombe is another manor in this pariſh, which in elder times made up the

revenue of the priory of St. Martins in Dover, and continued annexed to that cloiſter

until the general ſuppreſſion, and then being torn from the church, it was exchanged

with Thomas Cranmer arch-biſhop of Canterbury, by Henry the eighth, in the

twenty ninth year of his reign, and ſo remained wound up in the demean of that ſea,

until that ruinous and fatal popular tempeſt which aroſe in theſe times, ſupplanted

it, and caſt it into the poſſeſſion of a ſecular intereſt.

BURHAM, in the hundred of Larkfield, is in Doomſday book written Burgham,

and was, in the twentieth year of William the conqueror, held by Ralph de Curva

Spina. In ages of a lower approach to us, I find it under the ſignory of Jeffrey de

Say, and he died poſſeſſed of it in the twenty third year of Edward the firſt,

Rot. Eſt. Num. 48, and for the future remained ſo chained to the property of this

family, that it was eſteemed parcel of their barony of Birling, and when Jeffrey lord

Say, in the reign of Richard the ſecond, ended in two female co-heirs, one lionea

married to John lord Clinton, and the other called Joan, married to Sir William

Fiennes, this, upon the diviſion of the eſtate, accrued to Fiennes, and coming again

by the heir general of Fiennes lord Dacres to be poſſeſſed by Lennard, William

Lennard, ſon and heir of Fiennes Lennard, a younger branch of that houſe, lately

paſſed it away to Mr. Francis Barnham, and Mr. John Mapleſden.

There was in old time, a fountain within the limits of this pariſh, at a place called

Haly-Garden, venerable it was, and of no ſmall account amongſt the people, who for

the ſančtity they conceived was in it, aſcribed divine attributes unto it, as the name

imports, for what we call holy, our anceſtors long time ſince ſtiled Halyg, as Haly

fax in Yorkſhire, from Holy Haire, that the people devoutly eſteemed, and

frequently with blind credulity viſited. In the ſeventeenth year of king Richard the

ſecond, the friars Carmelites of Alresford, obtained a grant by letters patent, to

bring the water from that fountain in Haly-Garden to their monaſtery in Alresford,

to what purpoſe, they that will ſurvey the deſigns of the monks of thoſe times may

eaſily diſcover.

BURMERSH, in the hundred of Wroth, was a member of that patrimony,

which in times of a higher calculation, related to the abby of St. Auguſtines in Can

terbury, and had here a manſion called Abbots-court, which is an adjunct to this

manor, and had this denomination impoſed upon it, becauſe the abbot of that con

vent uſed to ſojourn here when he came to ſurvey that demean, which augmented the

revenue of that abby, and lay ſpread into Romney Marſh. This manor, upon the

ſurrender of the patrimony of that cloiſter into the hands of Henry the eighth, in the

twenty ninth year of his reign, was, in the thirty fifth year of that prince, granted to

William Finch, Eſquire, whoſe ſucceſſor Sir Thomas Finch, earl of Winchelſey, not

many years ſince, paſſed it away to Sir Ralph Whitfield ſerjeant at law, whoſe ſon

and heir Sir Herbert Whitfield, is now lord of the fee.

CANTERBURY
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ANTERBURY hath ſo exačtly in all the parts and limbs of it, been deſcribed

and ſurveyed by Mr. Somner, that I ſhould exceedingly eclipſe the labours of .

ſo induſtrious a pen, if I ſhould go about to pourtray that in any contracted landſkip,

which hath been before repreſented to the public, penciled out in ſo large and ex

quiſite a volume: only ſome few things are there omitted, which in this ſearch I ſhall

take notice of, and ſo proceed. -

The Auguſtine friars, or convent of black canons in Canterbury, was founded by

Thomas de Bonington, Pat. 17. Edw. ſecundi, Memb. 18. parte ſecunda.

The prior of the Trinity in Canterbury was accuſtomed to receive two pence

. every veſſel of wine coming into the port of Sandwich, Rot. Clauſ. Hen, tertii

Memb. 17. - - -

Baldwin de Wereval had a charter in the ſecond year of king John, for the alder

manry of Weſtgate in Canterbury.

Hubert de Burgh, earl of Kent, had the caſtles of Canterbury, Dover and Roche

ſter, granted to his cuſtody, Carta 12. Hen. tertii. -

King Henry the third, in the ſixteenth year of his reign, at Canterbury took the

fealty of the knights and free tenants of Kent, as likewiſe of the barons of the cinque

ports; king Henry the third, in the forty eighth year of his reign, grants a pardon

for life to Frances de Baiſham, for that ſhe was hanged for felony at Canterbury,

from nine of the clock on the Monday till the riſing of the ſun next day, and yet

eſcaped with life, Pat. 48. Mºmbra 24. 1 ſhould not have mentioned this, but that

an accident proportionate to this in all the circumſtances of it, happened to one Ann

Green, who not many years ſince, being hanged at Oxford for the ſuppoſed murder

of her child, miraculouſly eſcaped with life. . . . . . .

King Edward the firſt landed at Dover 1274, and reſtored divers liberties to Can

terbury, which before were ſeized into the hands of the crown, Pat. 4. Edw. 1.

There was a chauntry founded in St. Dunſtans church by John Roper, for two

prieſts to celebrate at the altar of St. Nicholas in that church, Pat. 4. Hen. 4. parte

prima, Memb. 29. - * - -

There was another chauntry mentioned by Mr. Somner, founded by William

Brenchley, lord chief juſtice of the king's bench, for one prieſt to celebrate at the

altar of St. John Baptiſt in Chriſt-church, for the ſupport of which he gives one

houſe in St. Elphage pariſh, and ten pound rent iſſuing yearly out of his land at

Bilfington, Pat. 25. Hen. 6. pars I. memº. 15. -

The manor of Dodindale had originally owners of that name; for as Mr. Somner,

in his ſurvey of Canterbury out of the records of St. Auguſtins, inſtructs me, Haymo

the ſon of Guido de Dodindale, gave the tithes of Dodindale to the prior of St. Au-.

guſtins: but it ſeems it was but for certain years, for in the reign of Henry the ſe

cond (as the ſame records teſtify) Robert de Marci gave the tithes of this place to

the hoſpital of St. Laurence; ſo far he in that laborious piece of his, hath exhibited

to the public view, who were its ancient poſſeſſors when it bore the name of Dodin

dale; now out of the private evidences it muſt be my taſk to diſcover who were its

proprietors ſince it carried the name of Morton. By a deed without date, Elias de
Morton (from whom it aſſumed the name of Morton, which hath clove to it ever

fince) demiſes the fee ſimple of it to Hugh Fitzvinon, a family, which had large

poſſeſſions at Selling by Monks Horton, whoſe daughter Eugenia Fitzvinon, paſſed

it away by deed to Nicholas deTwitham in the twentieth year of Henry the third, and

he immediately after, by a deed not bounded with any date, ſettles it in Robert de

Polre; but whether his ſucceſſor ſold it to J. Chich or not, is uncertain, becauſe

there is a vacancy or gap in the private evidences, though the records of St. Augu

ſtins make him to have ſome intereſt in it in the year 1330. The next that I find to

have been entituled to the poſſeſſion were Hardres and Iſaack, who, in the twenty

fecond year of Henry the fixth, conveyed it away to William Say for the uſe of Ro:

bert Rigdon, but it ſeems the title did !",long fix here, for he in the thirty third
- 2 - year
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year of the aboveſaid prince, tranſmits all his concern in it by ſale to William Bar

ton and John Whete, and they by mutual conſent, in the eighteenth year of Edward

* the fourth, alienated it to Edward Pargate, who tranſmitted it to his ſon and heir

John Pargate, from whom deſcended Edward Pargate, who in the twenty fifth year

of Henry the eighth, demiſes it to Peter Bruin; and after the title had many years

united to this family, Henry Bruin dying without iſſue, gave it to his ſiſter Jane

Bugge, who in the firſt year of king James, caſt her right by ſale into her kinſman .

John Bruin, who in the fifth year of that prince, by the ſame alienation tranſlated the

title into William Denne, who deceaſing without iſſue male, Margaret, his only

daughter and heir, brought it over to her huſband Edward Hougham, after whoſe

death it is to devolve to two daughters who are the ſurviving iſſue of that wife, namely,

Elizabeth married to Mr. Edward Roſe of Chiſtlet, and Ann married to Mr. John

Betenham, now of Canterbury. -

The Dungeon is another manor in Canterbury. It was formerly belonging to an

ancient family called Chich, Ernaldus de Chich was a man of principal note under

Henry the ſecond, Richard the firſt, and king John, and the aldermanry of Burgate

in Canterbury, did in elder times, appertain to this family. Thomas Chich, who was

bailiff of Canterbury 1259, and again in the year 1271, was a principal benefactor to

the church of St. Mary Bredin in Canterbury, whoſe name in an old charaćter, toge

ther with his effigies, are ſet up in the weſt window, as the coat is likewiſe in ſtone

work in the chancel. John Chich was bailiff of Canterbury in the twenty third, and

again in the twenty ſixth year of Edward the third. In the year 1320, Robert Malling

then commiſſary of Canterbury, gave ſentence upon clear evidence by ancient muni

ments andotherwiſe, that the hoſpital of St. Laurence in Canterbury, ſhould not only re

ceivethe tithes of the manor of the Dungeon, but likewiſe of 3oo acres adjacentto it, but

this was not without the tye or tribute of ſome remuneration; for in autumn, John

Chich, who was then lord of the Dungeon, was to receive for his ſervants five loaves

of bread, two pitchers and a half of beer, and half a cheeſe of four pence; and he

himſelf was to receive unum par chirothecarum ferinarum, one pair of holy-day gloves.

Thomas Chich, this man's ſon, was ſheriff of Kent in the forty fourth year of Ed

ward the third, and held his ſhrievalty at the Dungeon; but in Valentine Chich, this

man's great grandchild, not only the male line, but likewiſe the poſſeſſion of this

lace failed, for he, about the beginning of Edward the fourth, paſſed it away to

fº Brent, Eſquire, and he died ſeized of it (as appears by his will recorded at

- Canterbury) in the year 1486. But in this family it was not long after this reſident,

... ſº, Zzz, a...for in the beginning of Henry the eighth, by an old court roll I find one John Butler

/Z &-4-ºr …Of Heronden in Eaſtry, poſſeſſed of it, and he conveyed it to Sir John Hales =##f

2 z:- 24 baron of the exchequer, and when Leland viſited Kent, which was in the thirtieth

C. year of Henry the eighth, he lived here, and from him it is now come down to his

4. … --2^2%-" ſucceſſor Sir James Hales, the inſtant proprietor of it.

2:........, 22.2. The Moate, alias Wyke, is a third manor within the precinéts of Canterbury, and

Z2.2%. ~22 - had owners of that firname; for I read in Teſta de Nevil that Stephen de Wyke poſ.

- feſſed it in the twentieth year of Henry the third, and paid reſpective aid for it at

the marrying of Iſabel, that prince's fiſter; and in the book of Aid, where there is

an enumeration of the ancient owners, there is a recital of Stephen de Wyke, William

le Taylour, John Tancrey and Richard Betts, who had an intereſt in it; but before

the beginning of Richard the ſecond, all theſe families were mouldered away and va

niſhed; for in that king's reign I find it by the court rolls of this place, in the hands

of Sir Richard de Hoo and Richard Skippe, and they, about the latter end of Rich

ard the ſecond, by deed conveyed it to Sinnon Spencer, and he ſome few years after,

alienated it to John Standford gentleman, who ſuddenly after paſſed it away to Rich.

Smith, in whoſe hands it had not long continued, when the ſame devolution brought

it over to John Eaſtfield, Eſquire, ſon of Sir William Eaſtfield who was knight of

the Bath, and lord mayor of London in the year 1438, and from him it was

by ſale carried off to William Rogers, and he by a fine levied in the thirty

third year of Henry the ſixth, demiſes and ſells it to Philip Belknap,

Eſquire, mayor of that city in the year 1458, and ſheriff of Kent in the thirty

fourth year of Henry the fixth; he married Elizabeth, daughter of JohnWº:
ſquire,

>

*33°.
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Tſauire, by whom he had iſſue Alice his only daughter and heir, who was married

to Henry Finch, Eſquire, of Nitherfield, father of Sir William Finch banneret, who

in his mother's right was inveſted in the poſſeſſion of the Moat, and from him it is

now by ſucceſſive right, devolved to the right honourable John lord Finch, created

baron of Fordwich by the late king Charles, when he was lord keeper of the great

ſeal of England; who died without iſſue, 20 Nov. anno 1660.

St. Dunſtans in Canterbury, was the ancient ſeat of the noble family of Roper,

William Roſper or de Rubra Spathá, for ſo the name is written in old dateleſs evi-'

dences, and Elmith his wife, the daughter and heir of Edward de Apuldore, flou

riſhed in the reign of Henry the third, and were great benefactors to the priory of

St. Martins in Dover. John de Rubrā Spathá or Roſper, did eminent ſervice in Scot

land under Edward the third, for which that prince rewards him and William Clif

ford (as appears by a deed recorded in the earl of Dorſet's pedigree) about the twenty

ninth year of his reign, with the third part of thoſe forfeitures that were due from

the Jews then inhabiting in London, for the violation of ſome penal ſtatutes of Henry

the fourth and Henry the fifth, under whom he was juſtice of the peace for this

county, and died the third year of Henry the fixth 1433, and lies buried in this

church of St. Dunſtans; John Roper his ſon, and John Weſtcliffe, as the records

of this family inſtrućt me, were correótors and ſurveyors of the cuſtoms of the cinque

ports, in the nineteenth year of Henry the ſeventh : John Roper his grandchild, was

attorney general to Henry the eighth, and prothonotary of the king’s bench, as ap

ears by the inſcription on his monument in St Dunſtans church, 1524, and William

j who was ſheriff of Kent in the firſt and ſecond year of Philip and Mary, and

married Margaret daughter of Sir Thomas More, lord chancellor of England, who

(as the inſcription on her monument) was Graecis Latinifue literis do?iſima, ſucceeded

his father in the office of prothonotary of the king's bench, which he diſcharged with

much fidelity and care fifty four years, and left it to his ſon Thomas Roper, Eſquire,
1577, in which year he died: and from this Thomas is this manor of St. Dunſtans, .

which for ſo many centuries of years hath conſtantly confeſſed the ſignory of this name,

now deſcended to his great grandchild Edward Roper, Eſquire.

CAPELL, inthehundred of Folkſtone, was parcel of that eſtatewhich celebratedthe

family of Averenchesto havebeen its proprietors, which continued no longerinthe name

than the end of king John; for then William de Averenches dying withoutiſſue male,

Matilda his only daughter and heir, brought Capell with the two little manors, Hal

ton and Wolverton alias Wolton, to be poſſeſſed by Hamon de Crevequer, called in

the language of thoſe times, the great lord of Kent; from him they deſcended to his

ſon and heir Hamon de Crevequer, who dying about the forty ſeventh year of Henry

third without iſſue, his eſtate in Kent and elſewhere, was ſeized on by that prince, as

having died in actual arms againſt him, but was by the act of pacification, made at

Kenelworth in the fiftieth year of his reign, reſtored to his four ſiſters, whereof Iſold

was married to Nicholas de Lenham, Agnes the ſecond, was married firſt to Nicho

las de Sandwich, and next to John de Segrave; Matilda the third, was married to

Bertram de Crioll, and the fourth was married to William de Pateſhall; but upon

the diviſion of the eſtate, Capell, with its two appendages, Halton and Wolton, ac

crued to Crioll, by whoſe daughter they came to Sir Richard de Rokeſley, and then

by Joan his ſole inheritrix, to Thomas de Poynings; in which family they remained

until the twelfth year of Henry the eighth, and then Sir Edward Poynings dying

without any lawful iſſue, they came by Mary his natural daughter, to Edward lord

Clinton, to whom they were by grant confirmed in the thirtieth year of that prince's

reign, and he, in the ſecond year of queen Mary, paſſed them away to Mr. Henry

Hèrdſon, whoſe grandchild Mr. Francis Herdion conveyed them to his uncle Mr.

John Herdſon, and he dying without iſſue, ſettled them on his kinſman Sir Baſil

Dixwell, knight and baronet, whoſe kinſman Mr. Baſil Dixwell of Broome in Bar

ham is now proprietor of them. -

Caldham high mounted, is another manor in this pariſh, which informs us, that

in elder times a family of that denomination held it, which before the end of Richard

- the
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the ſecond had paſſed it away to Baker, a family of good account in this track, who

had a peculiar chancel belonging to them in Folkſtone church near the veſtry door

over the charnel houſe, John Baker was gentleman porter in Calais, under Henry

the fifth and fixth, and dying without iſſue male, Robert Brandred who married one

of his two co-heirs, was planted in the poſſeſſion, and he about the latter end of

Henry the fixth, paſſed it away to Sir Thomas Brown, whoſe grandchild Sir Matthew

Brown, exchanged it with Henry the eighth about the thirty fixth year of his reign,

and he granted it away to William Wilford, John Bennet and George Brigges; and

they, in the thirty ſeventh of his government, alienated their right in this place to

John Tufton, Eſquire, anceſtor to the right honourable John earl of Thanet, who

ſtill poſſeſſes the ſignory of it. -

CHARLTON, in the hundred of Blackheath, anciently written Ceopleton, that

is, the town inhabited with honeſt, good, ſtout and uſeful men for tillage, and coun

try buſineſs: it anciently belonged to William Fitz Oger, as Doomſday Book ſaith,

and was after given to the monaſtery of Bermondſey near Southwark, by Robert

Bloett biſhop of Lincoln, anno ſexto Willielmi ſecundi. King Henry the third gave

the prior of that houſe liberty, by his charter in the fifty third year of his reign,

to hold a market there weekly, and a fair once in every year, three days together, viz.

upon the eve, upon Trinity Sunday and two days after ; the market was held weekly

upon the Monday, and was not long ſince diſcontinued; but the fair is not diſuſed

but kept yearly upon St. Luke's day, and called Horn-fair, by reaſon of the plenty

of winding horns and cups, and other veſſels of horn there brought to be ſold. King

James granted the manor to Sir Adam Newton, knight and baronet, tutor to prince

Henry; who there hath built a goodly brave houſe, and left the care with his coſt,

to enlarge and beautify God's houſe, the pariſh church, to Sir David Coningham,

knight and baronet, late cofferer to prince Charles; Mr. Newton his brother, and

Mr. Peter Newton, gentleman uſher to the late Charles, have moſt amply diſ

charged that truſt, and in a manner new built a great part thereof, and erected the

ſteeple new from the ground, and furniſhed it with a good ring of bells, decorating

the ſame church without and within ſo worthily that it ſurpaſſeth moſt in the ſhire.

Kediroke near Charlton, was formerly a pariſh, but when the church decayed, and

the paucity of the inhabitants could not ſupport the charge that was to maintain the

ſame, they were by compoſition annexed to Charlton; it is of late become of better

note ſince it pleaſed king Charles to create Sir William Harvey, knight and baronet,

and baron Harvey of Roſſe in Ireland, a peer of this realm; alſo by the name of ba

ron Harvey of Kedbroke , it being part his lady’s inheritance, as being daughter and

one of the three co-heirs of Brian Anneſley, Eſquire, who having it in leaſe from the

the crown, bought the fee ſimple of Edward Blunt, Eſquire, of Wrickelmerſh, to

whom it was conveyed by his father in law, Sir William Garaway of London, knight,

who had purchaſed it of king James in the beginning of his government; to whoſe

royal demean it had been faſtened ever fince the ſuppreſſion of the priory of Ber

mondſey, (in whoſe patrimony it was involved) in the reign of Henry the eighth.

In the time of king Henry the ſixth,” the church of Kedbroke was appropriated to

the priory of St. Mary Overies in Southwark, the vicarage not endowed, but being

fhrunk into decay and ſolitude, the inhabitants for many years laſt paſt have reſorted

for the performance of divine duties to the pariſh church of Charlton.

CHALKE, in the hundred of Shamell, was parcel of that demean which related

to the abby of Bermondſey, as appears by Kirkbies inqueſt, a book kept in the ex

chequer, and collected in the ninth year of Edward the firſt, wherein that cloiſter is

repreſented to have had the poſſeſſion of this place at that time; and here it remained

until the general diſſolution ſnatched it away in the time of Henry the eighth, and from

that prince it afterwards devolved by grant to Sir George lord Brook, from whom it

deſcended to his grandchild Sir William Brook, who dying in the year 1643 without

iſſue-male, it came over to his kinſman Sir John Brook as reverſioner in

cntail, and he ſome few years ſince paſſed it away to James duke of Lenox, lately

deceaſed

* Pat. 26. Hen, ſexti parte ſecunda memb. 27.
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Felborough Clam Lane and Rainhurſt, were a limb of that wide revenue which lay

ſcattered and diffuſed over the face of all this hundred, and acknowledged itſelf to

be under the ſignory of the family of Cobham. Henry de Cobham held them, as ap

pears by Kirby's inqueſt, in the ninth year of Edward the firſt, and ſo did his grand

child John de Cobham, in the thirty ſixth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſ. Num.

43 parte ſecºnda, and in this family and its deſcendants did they ſettle, until the reign

of Henry the fixth, and then by an old ſurvey of Chalke, I find them in the hands

of Brent, and continued in their poſſeſſion until the eighth year of Henry the ſeventh,

and then John Brent Eſq; conveys them, as appears by a fine levied in that year,

to Sir Henry Wiat, and his unfortunate grandchild Sir Thomas Wiat, having by an

unſucceſsful ſolleviation or riſing, forfeited them to the crown in the ſecond year of

queen Mary, they remained there until queen Elizabeth, in the thirty ſeventh of her

rule, granted them in leaſe to Sir Peter Manwood, who paſſed it to Menfield, and he

to Mr. James Criſpe, but the fee ſimple ſtill remained lodged in the royal revenue,

until the late king Charles paſſed it away to the city of London, in the year 1630, and

that city in the ſame year they were granted, conveyed them to Mr. James Criſpe, who

upon his departure, diſpoſed them by teſtament to his two ſons Mr. Thomas Criſpe

and Mr. James Criſpe. -

CHALLOCK, in the hundred of Calehill, hath two places in it, which may de

ſervedly come within the regiſter of thoſe manors, which are in this ſurvey to be re

corded. The firſt is Otterpley, which is an eminent ſeat belonging to the ancient

family of Apulderfield. The firſt that I find of note in any public record to have

poſſeſſed it, was Henry de Apulderfield, who had the grant of a market and fair to

his manor of Apulderfield in Coldham, in the thirty eighth year of Henry the third,

and this man's great grandchild Henry de Apulderfield was ſheriff of Kent the fifti.

eth year of Edward the third, and held his ſhrievalty at Challock. His houſe was

near Eaſt-well in the earl of Winchelſey’s upper park, called Apulderfields garden,

which is ſo obſcured in its own ruins, that we now with difficulty trace out its ſepul

cher, made up of its owncomplicatedrubbiſh, but this manor, as toſome proportion of

it, was paſſed away before he was ſheriff, to Edmund de Haut, who held it at his death,

which was in the forty fourth year of Edward the third; but neither of theſe families

laſted longer than the beginning of Richard the ſecond, for then I find it was entirely

inveſted in Richard lord Poynings, who in the eleventh year of that prince, was

poſſeſſed of it at his death, and leſt it to his ſole heir, Eleanor married to Henry

de Percy earl of Northumberland, in whoſe ſucceſſors the right was conſtantly fixed,

until the twenty third year of Henry the eighth, and then it was conveyed by Henry

earl of Northumberland, to Sir Thomas Cheyney, William Waiſingham, and Wil

liam Fitz-Williams, and they immediately after, re-conveyed it to Sir Chriſtopher

Hales, and his ſon Sir James Hales, about the latter end of Henry the eighth, alie

nated it to Sir Thomas Moile, by whoſe daughter and co-heir Katherine, it came

to be the inheritance of Sir Thomas Finch, unhappily ſhipwreckt by New Haven in

France, a perſon who deſerved a longer life, and not ſo dark a fate; from whom by *

*, * ,

aternal deſcent, it is now tranſmitted to the right honourable Heneage Finch now *

earl of Winchelſey. -

Loringden and Deane, are places in Challock worthy of conſideration. There is a

tradition very frequent amongſt the country people in this track, that Loringden, now

altogether deſolate and full of ſolitude, was once the manſion of gentlemen of this

name, one of which ſhould have waged combat with one of the Apulderfields of

Otterpley not far diſtant, about building a chapel in the valley, which was pretended

by Loringden, to be erected on land that was of his fee-ſimple; but becauſe this

without ſome more ſolid foundation to ſupport, then fame and vulgar report, will

appear but legend, I will repreſent to you what the original muniments and evidences

have diſcovered to me in relation to thoſe who were poſſeſſors of this place. That

there was a family which bore the name of Lourdingden or Loringden, is moſt cer

tain, for there is a place in Challock which yet continues the name of Lorindens

Foreſtal; but when I conſulted the private evidences of this place, I found upon a

ſerious diſquiſition they reached no higher then Henry the fourth, and in his reign it
2 C acknowledged
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acknowledged itſelf to be the property of Cadman, a family grown into a reverend

eſteem, by a long preſcription in this track; but the name of Dean continued in being

till the reign of Henry the fixth, and was in very ancient deeds, ſome of which are:

not limited with any date, written At Dean and A Dean, and in that prince's reign,

was by ſale paſſed away to the above mentioned family of Cadman; in which name

both Loringden and Dean remained claſped up, till the entrance of king James, and

then by a ſole daughter and heir, they went over to Plomer, who almoſt in our me

mory, transferred his right in both of them by ſale to Peirce.

The church of Challock being fallen down, was new erected by the Apulderfields,

as the glaſs windows and ſtone work in divers places, embroidered and diapered with

the Voided Croſs, which was their paternal coat armour, do more then ſufficiently

teſtify. -

CRANEBROOK gives name to the hundred wherein it is ſeated, a town very po

pulous, in reſpect it was one of the firſt places where the manufacture of clothing

was profeſſed and practiſed, being brought into England in Edward the third’s reign,

who by propoſing rewards, and granting many immunities, trained Flemings into

this nation in the tenth year of his reign, to teach the Engliſh that art of drapery, or

weaving and making woollen cloth, which is eſteemed at this day, one of the buttereſſ.

es which ſuſtain the common-wealth; and certainly for making durable broad cloths

with very good mixtures and perfect colours, Cranebrook doth with the moſt that.

way excell.

The firſt place of note in it, which obviates the eye, is Siſingherſt; but more pro

perly and truly written Saxenhurſt; and as Bittenden, not far diſtant derives, its name

from the Britons, ſo in moſt probability did this take and aſſume its denomination

from the Saxons. In Teſta de Nevil, a book kept in the exchequer, which is a memo

rial of thoſe who holding their lands in the knight's ſervice, paid relief in the twen

tieth year of Henry the third, towards the marriage of the king's ſiſter, there is

mention of John de Saxenhurſt, who was taxed for his lands here at Cranebrook,

which certainly was this Siſingherſt, with the two little manors of Copton and Stone,

which had always the ſame owners with Siſingherſt: in times of a more modern cha

racter, the Berhams, by the female heirs of Saxenhurſt, were lords of Siſingherſt, with

its two adjuncts Copton and Stone, Richard de Berham. who was ſheriff of Kent in

the forty fourth year of Edward the third, was here reſident, and is written of this

place; and Henry de Berham this man's father, paid reſpective aid at the making the

black prince knight, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, for fundry parcels

of land which he held in Kent, and amongſt the reſt, for his land at Cranebrook; and

in this family was the poſſeſſion of this place, with that of Copton and Stone, concen

tered till the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, and then part of Siſingherſt with Cop

ton and Stone, was ſold to Mr. Thomas Baker, father to Sir John Baker attorney ge

neral, and of the privy counſel to queen Mary, and likewiſe chancellor of the exche

~~.4%. 24.4- quer, and under treaſurer, who purchaſed the reſidue, and raiſed that magnificent
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tors; and from this man by the channel of paternal and lineal deſcent, is the inherit

ance of Siſingherſt, Copton, and Stone, emptied into Sir John Baker baronet, the

inſtant lord of the fee.

Secondly, Glaſtenbury is not to be forgotten, ſince it is of ſo great a name elſe

where, and is called as the other, from Glaſtney the Saxon idiom of Inis Iſºtrim, the

watry or glaſſy place. The houſe which ſtands in a park is moated about, and hath

been for many generations the capital manſion of the ancient family of Rokehurſt,

ever ſince Stephen Rokehurſt or Roberts of Curteſden, and in old records ſometimes

written Rokehurſt Den in Goudherſt, about the beginning of Henry the fourth mar

ried Joan, ſole heir of William Tilley of Glaſtenbury, (whoſe anceſtors had flouriſhed

at this place, as private evidences inſtruct me, ever ſince the reign of Edward the firſt)

and in right of that alliance became lord of this manſion. This Stephen Roberts

alias Rokehurſt, was grandchild of William Roberts, alias Rokehurſt, and that wi.

liam was great grandchild of William de Rokehurſt, who in the reign of William the

conqueror, as the evidences of this family inform me, came out of Anandale in Scot

land
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land into England; and to preſerve the memory of this man, did the family till the

government of Henry the ſeventh, write Robert alias Rokehurſt, till in the eaſt win

dow of the north chancel of the church of Cranebrook, which was built by Walter

Roberts Eſq; in that prince's reign, as alſo in moſt of his deeds and conveyances the

alias was left out.

COURSEHORNE finds place to be remembered in the map of Kent, and then

muſt not be forgotten here; it hath been for above three hundred years (as appears by

private records) the inheritance of Henley, in an eſcheat roll taken in the ſeventeenth

year of Edward the third, and marked with the number 92. After the death of

Richard Haudloe, who it ſeems had lands at Cranebrook, there is mention of one

Gervas Henley that was one of the jury and concerned in the inquiſition : but that

which much improves the fame of this manſion, is, that it was the cradle of Sir Walter

Henley ſerjeant at law, a man of eminent repute in this county, in the reign of Hen

ry the eighth, and by his three daughters and co-heirs, Elizabeth married to . . . . .

Waller of Grome-bridge, Hellen firſt married to Thomas Colepeper of Bedgbury,

ſecondly to Sir George Somerſet, and thirdly to Thomas Vane of Burſton ; and

laſtly, Anne married to Richard Covert of Slaugham in Suſſex, knit thoſe noble fa

milies together in one alliance, but Courſehorne did by deſcent, come over to his

brother Thomas Henley Eſq; from whom Sir Thomas Henley now of Courſehorne,

is lineally extracted. *

Another ancient place there is at Cranebrook, called Hartridge, the poſſeſſion in

times paſt of a worthy family of that firname, among them chiefly to be remembered

is Thomas Hartridge, for he was one of the conſervators or juſtices of peace in this

county, in the thirty fourth year of Edward the third, when there was but eight in

the whole ſhire . It hath been ſince, much honoured by the Willsfords, who by James

Willsford a moſt worthy ſenator of London, derive themſelves from the right anci

ent family of Willsford, of Willsford in Devonſhire, and are fairly ſpread from hence

into many branches, both in this county and elſewhere; and after it had thus for di

vers deſcents, been reſident in this noble family, the poſſeſſion was in our father's

remembrance united by purchaſe to the patrimony of Tindall, now of Sutton Valence.

Fifthly, Betenham is not to be paſſed over in ſilence, which is a note worthy place

in this pariſh, that gave both ſeat and firname to the Betenhams, but when the eld

eſt line had only three daughters and co-heirs, married to More, Dering, and Fiſher,

who divided the patrimony, this in his wife's right, was annexed to the demean of

More, and after this More had alienated his intereſt in it, came to acknowledge for

ſole owners the Roes, of which family was the right noble Sir Thomas Roe knight,

chancellor of the moſt noble order of the garter, and of the privy councel to the late

king Charles, and ſeveral years embaſſador to the great Mogul, great Turk, king of

Sweden, and laſtly to the princes of the proteſtant union in Germany, in the year

1642, after which negociation moſt prudently tranſacted, he returned and died; but

in this family it remained not long, for in the remembrance of that age our fathers

lived in, it was by ſale demiſed to Mansfield, in whom the poſſeſſion is at this preſent

ſettled.

There are two places more which may be regiſtered in this inventory. The firſt

is Plechinghurſt, which was an ancient ſeat belonging to the Sharpeighs ofSharpeigh,

a family of deep rooted antiquity in this track. Robert de Sharpeigh flouriſhed here

at Cranebrook about the beginning of Edward the firſt, and was witneſs to a deed of

William de Brindens of Brinden. In this pariſh formerly the Linds, and now the

Holdens; but this deed is without date: another Robert Sharpeigh of Sharpeigh and,

Cranebrook, as 1 find by an ancient roll, was in commiſſion as juſtice of the peace

about the latter end of the government of Henry the ſeventh, but as all ſublunary

things are cruſhed and overturned by the wheel of an inconſtant viciſſitude, ſo by con.

ſequence, are our poſſeſſions likewiſe; for, after this place had been for ſo many deſcents

the inheritance of this ancient family, it was almoſt within the verge of our remem

brance, firſt alienated to Martin, and by him not long ſince by ſale demiſed to Walter.

The ſecond is Buckhurſt, which is the laſt place of account within the circuit of

this pariſh. If we go to trace the antiquity of theſe families, who were the ancient

proprietors of it, we ſhall find that it acknowledged Hadloe and Buckhurſt for its

elder
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elder poſſeſſors, that the firſt had ſome concernment here, not only the private deeds

and muniments of this place do evince to us, but likewiſe by an inquiſition taken

after the deceaſe of Richard de Hadloe, by which it is evident he held ſome eſtate

here in the ſeventeenth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 32. and that the

ſecond family had ſome intereſt here, not only the authority abovelaid doth juſtify,

but the name itſelf doth tacitly inſinuate that this manſion formerly gave feat and de

nomination to the family of Buckhurſt; in times of a lower ſtep, that is, in the reign

of Henry the ſeventh, I find it in the tenure of Drayner ; but how it devolved to

this family, I cannot diſcover ; it is enough that it continued united to their demean

until the beginning of queen Elizabeth, and then it was conveyed to Alexander

Couchman, in whoſe deſcendant, the ſignory and intereſt of it hath ever ſince been

conſtantly reſident.

Cranebrooke had the grant of a market to be obſerved weekly there on the Saturday,

in the eighteenth year of Edward the firſt, as appears Cart. Eaw. 1 Num, 92.

I had almoſt forgot to tell you that there is a place in this pariſh called Holden,

which with Hawkeridge hath for ſome centuries of years acknowledged the Holdens

for its proprietors, and are ſtill united to the patrimony of this name and family, which

for ſuch a vaſt ſucceſſion of time hath been planted at Cranebrooke.

There was a chapel at a place called Milkhouſe, in the eaſtern part of this pariſh,

founded and endowed by John Lawleſs, about the latter end of Henry the ſeventh,

which by the general diſſolution of chantries and all other religious fraternities by

Henry the eighth, was by that prince, about the latter end of his rule, granted to

Sir John Baker of Siſingherſt not far diſtant, whoſe revenue is yet in the poſſeſſion of

Sir John Baker his ſucceſſor.

There was another chapel founded at Siſingherſt (as evidences of that place do in

ſinuate) by John de Saxenhurſt; which was re-edified by the late Sir John Baker,

and by deed delivered to John Bancroft biſhop of Oxford, devoted to the ſervice of

God, and dedicated as it was before, to St. John the evangeliſt; after the reception

of this inſtrument, which was in the year 1637, it was by the ſame biſhop conſecrated;

firſt, by a prayer at the entrance of the chapel, then by others made at the ſeats,

pulpit, and communion table ; the effect of all which was, that God would accept

of it for a houſe, and likewiſe of the prayers and devotions that in that oratory were

offered up by the faithful people of God to his honour and ſervice

CHARING. in the hundred of Calehill, is in Saxon written Cering, and by that

name king Kenulf in the year 799, made reſtitution of it to Chriſt Church in Can

terbury, at the humble requeſt of arch-biſhop Athelard, for king Offa had taken it

away from that church in the time of arch-biſhop Janibert; and being thus regained

to the ſee, it continued ſo till the great exchange made in the twenty ninth year of

Henry the eighth, with that prince by arch-biſbop Cranmer; the fee-ſimple was

planted in the crown. In the time of the conqueſt in the notitia of the arch-biſhop

and cathedral lands, becauſe they held it in ancient demean (that is, they had poſ.

ſeſſed it long before the conqueſt) and a manor-houſe or palace there, it was called

Proprium Manerium Archiepiſcopi. In the time of Edward the confeſſor it went for

eight ſullings or plough-lands, but in the twentieth year of William the conqueror,

it was rated in Doomſday book at ſeven ſullings, becauſe one plough-land was laid

into his demean. The church dedicated to St. Peter and Paul, was anciently famous

by a traditional relation, (which I am not much moved with, for it wants the ſtamp

of venerable authority) which did affirm, that the block on which St. John the baptiſt’s

head was cut off, was brought into England in the reign of Richard the firſt, and

kept in this church.

The firſt place of ſecular intereſt which doth occur, is Pett: the evidences of this

place, now in the hands of Robert Honywood, do mention the Petts to be in ages

of a very high aſſent, that is, about the reign of Henry the third, and Edward the

firſt, proprietors of it; but publick records reach no farther than Newcourt, lord of

the manor of Newcourt not far diſtant; Jeffrey de Newcourt, ſon of Walter de New

court, paid reſpective aid in the twentieth yearof Edward the third, for his lands at New

court and Pett. After the Newcourts were gone out, the Hatches were by purchaſe

planted
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lanted at Pett and Newcourt; they were called ſo from their abode near ſome gate

or paſſage, for one of them who was poſſeſſor of theſe two places, was written Hugh

at Hatch; from this family, by ſale about the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, the

fight of Pett and Newcourt devolved to William Warham; and in ſome copies of

fines which I have ſeen by a falſe tranſcription, written William Warren, and this

man ſold them both again in the reign of Henry the eighth, to Robert Atwater

or Waters, who determining in Mary Atwater his ſole heir, ſhe by marrying Robert

Honywood Eſq; of Henewood in Poſtling, wound up the intereſt of theſe two

places Pett and Newcourt, into the demean of that family, ſo that they now own

Sir Robert Honywood, his great grandchild, the ſole proprietor of them.

Stilley is another little manor lying within Charing, and was anciently enwrapt

in the revenue of Frene. John de Frene who flouriſhed in the reign of Henry the

third, is mentioned in Tºfta de Nevil, a book collected in the twentieth year of that

Prince, to have paid aid at the marriage of the king's ſiſter, for lands which he poſ.

ſeſſed at Charing; after in the twentieth year of Edward the third, there is a recital

in the Book of Aid of Sir Thomas de Brockhull ſon of Sir William de Brockhull,

who paid an auxiliary ſupply at making the black prince knight, for his lands which

he held at Saltwood, Calehill, Charing, and other places in this county; but after

this, the poſſeſſion was not long reſident in this family, for Henry Brockhull, this

man's ſecond ſon, to whom theſe manors of Stilley and Newland were aſſigned for

a livelihood, about the twelfth year of Henry the fourth, tranſmitted them by ſale to

John Darell Eſq: ſon of Sir William Darell, who was extracted out of the right an

cient and knightly family of the Darells of Seſay, from whom Sir John Darell of

Calehill, and lord of this manor of Stilley, is originally and lineally iſſued out.

Wickins is another manor circumſcribed within the limits of this pariſh, it was ori

ginally the patrimony of Brent, a family well endowed in this track, and certainly was

as ancient a ſeat of this family as any which lay involved in their revenue; for John

Brent, ſon of Robert de Brent of Charing, paid reſpective aid for lands which he held

here in the twentieth year of Edward the third, and William Brent, who was ſon

of Hugh Brent of Charing, made his will the twenty ſeventh year of Henry the ſe

venth; and this William was great grandfather to Thomas Brent, in whom the male

line determined, ſo that Margaret his ſiſter became his ſole heir, who by marrying

John Dering Eſq; of Surrenden Dering, hath made Wickins ever ſince, parcel of

the demean of that name and family.

Newland is another eminent manor in Charing, which gave ſeat and firname to a

family ſo ſtiled, Sir John de Newland lived here in the reign of Edward the firſt,

and ſealed with an eſcollop upon a chevron for his coat, which is yet viſible in an

cient regiſters, and other venerable monuments of antiquity; but before the latter

end of Edward the third, this family was extinguiſhed at this place, and then it be-,

came parcel of the noble family of Brockhull of Calehill, and continued folded up

in their poſſeſſion until the twelfth year of Henry the fourth, and then in was paſſed

away by deed from Henry Brockhull to John Darell Eſq; from whom it was by ſuc

ceſſive devolution now tranſported to his ſucceſſor Sir John Darell kinght of Calehill.

Everſey next courts us in remembrance, it lies partly in Charing, and partly in

Stacefield, and though now obſcure, yet in elder times was made eminent by being

one of the manſions of Brian de Everſley, a man very eminent in the reign of Henry

the third and Edward the firſt, and is mentioned in the ledger-book of Feverſham, to

have been a benefactor to that convent; but his piety could not ſecure the title to his

poſterity, for about the beginning of Edward the third, I find it planted in the poſ

ſeſſion of Thomas St. Leger, and he died poſſeſſed of it in the tenth year of Henry the

fourth, and bequeathed it to Mary his daughter and co-heir, married to Henry Au

cher, from whom it was wafted down by deſcendant right to his ſucceſſor Sir An

thony Aucher, who about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, alienated it to Michael

Sonds Eſq; afterwards created Sir Michael Sonds, from whom it is now devolved to

his deſcendant Sir George Sonds, knight of the Bath.

Trembatch, in old deeds Tramhatch, lies likewiſe in Charing, and is advanced and

aſcended to ſome note and eſtimate, ſince it was honoured by being parcel of the

2 D patrimony
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patrimony of Barham, a family which was made ſplendid by an eminent repute, and

no leſs confiderable, by a ſpreading revenue which they held in this county, of

whom I ſhall ſpeak more when I come to Barham Court in Terſtan, one of the prin

cipal manſions of this name: finally, after it had for ſeveral deſcents confeſſed the

propriety of this family, it was by Richard Barham conveyed, by a fine levied in the

eleventh year of Henry the fourth, to John Haut, where the title was not ſo fixed

as in the former, for he not long after by a ſimilar alteration, paſſed it away to

Henry Malmains, and who about the reign of Henry the fifth, determined in two

daughters and co-heirs, whereof was Agnes married to Thomas Gouldwell, and ſo

by this alliance Trembatch was enwrapped in his patrimony, and continued in the

deſcendants of this name until the forty-ſecond year of queen Elizabeth, and then it

was alienated by John Gouldwell and Cicely his wife to Robert Gaunt, whoſe ſon

Thomas Gaunt died poſſeſſed of it 1625, and gave it firſt to his brother George

Gaunt, and in defailance of iſſue to Thomas Carliſle, who in right of the premiſes

is now inveſted in the poſſeſſion.

Broughton is a manor which is circumſcribed within the limits of Charing, and had

owners likewiſe of that ſirname. Adam de Broughton, and ſometimes written Broëton,

flouriſhed here about the reign of Edward the firſt, and his deſcendants enjoyed the

propriety of it until the latter end of Richard the ſecond, and then it was alienated

to Paunſherſt. Thomas Paunſherſt made his will in the year of our Lord 1472, and

gave it to Thomas Paunſherſt his ſon, and he made his will in the year 1563, and

diſpoſed of it to his daughter Joan Paunſherſt, and in defailance of her iſſue, to his

kinſman Thomas Paine; ſhe deceaſed without iſſue, and ſo the remainder devolved

to be the inheritance of Paine, in which name it remained until times of our remem

brance, and then it was alienated to the father of the inſtant propriety Withick.

Here was a Chauntry at Charing founded, as an ancient ſurvey of this pariſh in.

ſtrućts me, by Sir John Burley, who bare quarterly or and ſables, and was called

ſucceſſively Burley's Chauntry, the duty enjoyned the prieſt that was to officiate,

was to pray for the ſouls of Sir John Burley, Sir William de Burleigh, and the de

ſcendants of that family; the demean which was to ſupport it, was upon the ſup

preſſion granted to Sir John Darell anceſtor to Sir John Darell of Cale-hill, who now

is in the enjoyment of it.

Aïon is the laſt place of account in Charing, which is eminent in reſpect of that

relation it had to the ancient and noble family of Beaufits, who made it their ſeats

before they were tranſplanted to Twidal in Gillingham. Robert Beaufits, as appears

by an ancient court roll, held it in the reign of Henry the third, and from him did

it deſcend to his grandchild Robert Beaufits, who about the fourth year of Edward

the third, planted himſelf at Twidal, but yet this ſtill continued in the name until

the reign of Henry the ſeventh, and then this name expiring in daughters and co

heirs, one of them called Joan, by marrying Robert Arnold made it the property of

that family, and he had iſſue William Arnold, who conveyed it about the middle of

Henry the eighth to Sir Anthony Sonds, whoſe grandchild Sir Richard Sonds in our

father’s remembrance, alienated it to Hutchins, from whom by the hands of Sir Ni

cholas Nicholſon, who was made his feofee in truſt to diſcharge debts and legacies,

it is now come over to Godden.

CHARTHAM, in the hundred of Bredge and Petham, is a manor belonging to

the ſee of Canterbury, but of whoſe donation I know not; only Doomſday Book

repreſents it thus appraiſed, Certeham eff manerium de veſtitu monachorum, & T. E. R.

defendebat ſº pro IIII Sullings, & nunc ſimiliter, & eſt apprelialur XX& V lb.

Having done with Chartham, I ſhall now diſcover what places are encloſed within

the verge of it, which were always of temporal intereſt.

Denſted is another manor in Chartham, which in the twentieth year of Edward the

third was held by John the ſon of John Polre of Polre in Harbledowne, but only as

leſſee to the priory of Leeds, to which convent it was given by Hamon de Crevequer

about the forty ſeventh year of Henry the third, pro ſalute anima & anteceſſorum ſuorum,

fays an old note extracted out of the Coucher book of the priory; yet the whole ma

- inOſ
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nor did not accrue to this cloiſter by the former donation, for in the eighth year of

Richard the ſecond, Robert Bovehatch, as appears, Rot. Eſc. Num. 81. being con

vićted of felony, was found to have held ſome land here at Denſted, which upon the

forfeiture, was by that prince, it is probable, as was cuſtomary in thoſe times, ſet

tled on the priory of Leeds, and lay wholly couched in their revenue until the pub

lick diſſolution in the reign of Henry the eighth, rent it off, and then it was in the

thirty ſeventh year of Henry the eighth granted to John Tufton Eſq; and he about

the third year of Edward the ſixth, alienated it to Richard Argal Eſq; from whom

not long after, it came over by ſale to Mr. Bartholomew Man, and he about the

beginning of queen Elizabeth, conveyed it by ſale to William Lovelace Eſq; ſerje

ant at law to that princeſs; and his ſon Sir William Lovelace, about the beginning

of king James, paſſed it away to Sir William Cullimore, whoſe lady not long after

conveyed it to Thomas Steed of Steed-Hill, and he not many years ſince, demiſed

it to Thomas Swan of Southfleet, whoſe ſon and heir William Swan Eſq; enjoys the

inſtant ſignory of it. -

Hoºfield is a ſecond place which calls for our notice, it was as high as any evidence

can furniſh me with intelligence, to ſteer me on to any old diſcovery, the patrimonial

inheritance of Fogge, a noble and knightly family as any in this track; Sir Thomas

Fogge who inhabited at Toniford, about the latter end of Edward the third, pur

chaſed this and Toniford of John de Toniford, about the laſt year of that prince's

reign, and in the revenue of this family, did the title of this manſion for many de

ſcents lie folded up, till ſome few generations ſince it was alienated to Colepeper,

where after ſome ſhort reſidence, the poſſeſſion by the ſame fate was tranſplanted

into Vane, from whom not many years ſince, it went away by ſale to Sir William

Man” of Canterbury, who is the inſtant proprietor of it.

But the place in Chartham of moſt eminent account, is the manor of Shalmesford

Bridge, ſo called becauſe the manſion houſe is ſituated near the bridge, which croſſes

the Stoure. It was for many generations the inheritance of a family which had here

their ſeat, and derived from hence their ſirname, and continued down in an unin

terrupted ſucceſſion in the poſſeſſion of this family, until the beginning of the reign

of Henry the ſeventh, (as appears by the deed which I have ſeen) Anne, daughter

and ſole heir of William Shalmesford was married to John Petit, and ſo by this al

liance the fee-fimple of this place was linked to their patrimony; but in our father's

memory the tie was broken, for William Petit, this man's ſucceſſor, deceaſed with

out iſſue inale, and left only three daughters his co-heirs, Katherine married to Mi

chael Belke, Elizabeth married to Giles Maſters, and laſtly, Dorothy married firſt

to William Maſters, ſecondly to John Meriwether, and thirdly to Parker of North

fleet, who ſhared his revenue; but this upon the ſeparation of the eſtate, did improve

the demean of Michael Belke with its acceſſion, from whom it is deſcended to the

preſent owner Mr. . . . . . . Belke, now vicar of Wye, iſſued out from the Belkes of

Coperham’s Sole in Shelvich, which hath been in the tenure and poſſeſſion, as it

now is, of this name and family, as the private evidences of the place do manifeſt,

almoſt four hundred years. -

There is yet another petty manor in Chartham, called Shalmesfºrd Street, but

truly and originally the manſion of Bolles, for it was the intereſt of that name and

family who had large poſſeſſions at Chilham and the parts adjacent, but upon my

viewing the private evidences of this place, ſome of which reached to Edward the

third, I could not diſcover that any of them were ever repreſented under the notion

of gentlemen, or that there was any coat of arms inſculped on their ſeats, after Bolles

was worn out, which was about the beginning of the reign of queen Elizabeth : the

poſſeſſion was by ſale ſurrendered to Cracknal, from whom in that age which border

ed upon our remembrance, it was by the ſame fatality, conveyed away to Michel,

who claims the preſent poſſeſſion of it. -

CHETHAM with Gillingham are knit into one hundred, ſo that it gives name to

that track wherein it is ſituated; it was in ages of a very high pedigree, the ſeat of the

potent, ancient, aſ d illuſtrious family of Crevequer, and was caput baronia, or the

principal manor which related to their barony, before they tranſplanted themſelves

- to

* See more of this family of Man at Bredgar.
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to Leeds caſtle, and frequently writ Domini de Cetham. Hamon de Crevequer lived

in the time of the conqueror, and is mentioned in the ſurvey, ſtiled Doomeſday-book,

and he had iſſue Robert Crevequer, or de Crepito Corde, who was joined as an affiſt

ant to John Fiennes in the guard of Dover caſtle, and he was grandfather to Robert

Crevequer who erected Leeds caſtle, and had iſſue Hamon de Crevequer, who mar

ried Matilda de Averenches, daughter and heir of William de Averenches, by whom

he had iſſue Hamon de Crevequer, who was ſo involved in the deſign and combina

tion of Simon de Montfort, which was to retrench the prerogative of Henry the

third, that he made the breaſt of prince Edward, eldeſt ſon to that king, boil with

ſo much paſſion and animoſity, that it could not be appeaſed or allayed, until he

had appointed Henry Cobham his ſubſtitute in his conſtableſhip of Dover, to diſ

mantle and raze his caſtle at Leeds, and ſeize on this manor as the expiation and re

compenſe of ſo great a defection and folly; and although his crimes were afterwards

abſolved and entombed in the pacification of Killingham, yet I do not find that ever

Chetham was reſtored to him ; for in the tenth year of Edward the ſecond, that

prince exchanges this manor and divers other pieces of land with Bartholomew lord

Badeleſmer, for the manor of Adreſley and the advowſon of the church in Shrop

ſhire: but he ſoon after inſculped theſe benefits of the king's in ſand, a weak regiſter

to record ſo many important obligations, and by his confederacy with Thomas earl

of Lancaſter, and others of the mutinous nobility, forfeited both this and his life at

Canterbury; upon whoſe tragedy it reſolved again into the revenue of the crown,

and there reſted until king Edward the third, in the ſecond year of his reign, reſtor

cd it again to his ſon Bartholomew Badeleſmer, and he dying in the twelfth year of

that king's government without iſſue, Margaret married to William Roſſe, and

re-married to Thomas Arundel, and Margery another of his fiſters, married to Sir

John de Tibitot and co-heirs, ſhared his inheritance at this place. Sir John Tibitot

in his wife's right, ſeized of it in the thirty third year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc.

Num. 39. and Margaret widow of William Roffe, and wife of Thomas Arundel,

was in poſſeſſion of a moiety of it at her deceaſe, which was in the thirty ſeventh year

of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 62. and from theſe two did it deſcend by the

fucceſſive ſteps of paternal progreſſion, to Thomas lord Roſſe, who was beheaded

at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, and attainted in the fourth year of Edward the fourth, as

an accomplice of the houſe of Lancaſter; and likewiſe to John Tiptoftearl of Worce

ſter, who was attainted and beheaded in the year 1470, as a partiſan of the houſe of

York: ſo that the whole manor by the ſeveral attaints being ſwallowed up in the

revenue of the crown, it was by Edward the fourth in the eighteenth year of his

reign, granted to Roger lord Wentworth and Margaret his wife, widow of Thomas

lord Roſſe, and Thomas lord Wentworth this man's ſucceſſor, about the beginning of

queen Elizabeth, alienated it to Barnham and Slany, who immediately after diſpoſed

of their right in it by a joint ſale to Barker, from whom by the like fate within the

verge of that age, which fell under our grandfathers remembrance, it came over to Sir

Robert Jackſon; and he not many years ſince, conveyed it by ſale to Sir Oliver Bote

ler, grandfather to Sir Oliver Boteler baronet, in whom reſides the preſent ſignory of

it. But Waldeſlade was given by Richard the ſecond in the eleventh year of his

reign (as the book called Feoda Militum, kept in the exchequer, intimates) to the

abby of Canons Langley, frequently written Childrens Langley, and lay involved in

their revenue till the general diſſolution, and then king Henry the eighth in the

thirty fifth year of his reign granted it to Sir Thomas Moile; from whom the fee

ſimple by Amy his daughter and co-heir devolved to Sir Thomas Kempe, and he in

the tenth year of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away to John Mabbe, who in the twen

tieth of her reign alienated it to William Emes, from whom in the twenty fifth of

that princeſs it devolved to Richard Fogge Eſq.; and he in the twenty fixth year of

her government, conveyed it to Mr. Thomas Cocks, who in the thirty fixth of that

queen transferred it by ſale to Mr. Richard Lea,” from whom it deſcended to his ſon

and heir captain Richard Lea Eſq; of Great Delce, and he by ſale gave up his right to

his ſecond brother Mr. Thomas Lea, who dying without iſſue, gave it to his nephew

the inſtant proprietor, Richard Lea Eſq; now of Great Delce.

The late repair of the pariſh church, and new building of the ſteeple commends

the religious care and coſt of his late majeſties commiſſione.'s and officers of the

InaV
* Ex autographis penes Richard Lea de Deke magna armig. y

*
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navy royal in the year 1635. But the arſenals, ſtore-houſes and ſhip-docks erected

by the late king Charles, are ſo magnificent and univerſally uſeful, that they are

become a principal pillar of the nation's ſupport, ſo far as they relate to the naval

defence of it, and afford variety of employment, by the manufacture of cordage, as

alſo by the careening and building of ſhips.

Chetham Hoſpital, called St. Bartholomew's, was founded by Gundulphus biſhop of

Rocheſter, in the time of William Rufus, to which the Norwoods of Norwood, and

the Crevequers (as the records of the church of Rocheſter do ſpecify) were plentiful .

benefactors.

CHART MAGNA or Great Chart, gives name to the whole hundred which lies

about it, and hath thereby a tacit, note of antiquity and eminence annexed to it, and

was in the Saxons times called Selebert's Chert. In the year of Grace 788, king Ce

nulfe or Kenulfe, at the requeſt of arch-biſhop Athelard, regranted this place to the ſee

of Canterbury, for Offa ſometime before had wreſted it from arch-biſhop Janibert.

In the time of the conqueſt, when the church demean was rated, this was valued at

three fullings, or plough-lands.

Goldwell is an ancient manor and manſion in this pariſh, which was for many ages

and deſcents, the inheritance of the noble and illuſtrious family of Goldwell, which

in times of an elder aſpect, gave them both ſeat and ſirname, out of which, two

learned biſhops deſcended; James Goldwell who was biſhop of Norwich in the year

1472, and principal ſecretary of ſtate to Edward the fourth, who obtained a grant

from that prince to found a chauntry in Great Chart, as appears, Pat 15. Edw. 4.

Pars tertia, and Thomas Goldwell biſhop of St. Aſaph, in the year 1555. But

alas! after this manor had been ſo long ſeated in the patrimony of Goldwell, it was

at length alienated (ſuch is the volatile and unſettled temper of all earthly inherit

ances) not many years ſince by John Goldwell to Sir William Withins, and he paſſed

it away to Sir John Tufton, anceſtor to the right honourable John Tufton now

earl of Thanet, who by paternal deſcent, is now intituled to the poſſeſſion of Gold

well; but Goddington, by Joan Goldwell who was daughter and heir to Thomas

Goldwell, a branch ſprouted out of the principal ſtem at Goldwell, came to be the in

heritance of Thomas Tooke, and hath for fundry generations, continued in that

name till this day, ſome of which lie buried in Chart church with very fair inſcripti

ons, unleſs the ſacrilegious impiety of theſe times have raviſhed away the braſs

which ſhould ſtand an alphabet to their duſt; and in the upper church windows, about

the ſecond ſtory, their gentry, deſcent, matches, and alliance, is moſt amply ex

preſt in their armories, and that (unleſs the wildneſs of ſome barbarous hand have

lately demoliſhed them) in coloured glaſs.

Chelmington is another manor in this pariſh, which gave ſirname to a generous fa

mily, who I believe had here their manſion too, though by the repeated and ſucceſ.

five impreſſion of age, it be now entered in rubbiſh and oblivion; finally, after this

place had for many deſcents been wrapt up in the revenue of this name and family,

it devolved at laſt to John Chelmington, whoſe effigies is repreſented to us in one of

the church windows, by an armed portraiture, who deceaſed in the reign of Henry

the fourth without iſſue male, ſo that Elizabeth Chelmington was his daughter and

heir, who by marrying Roger Twiſden Eſq; caſt it into the patrimony of that noble

and ancient family, in reſpect of which original alliance the right of this manor is

now fixed in Sir Roger Twiſden knight and baronet, a perſon to whom for his learned

conduct of theſe my imperfečt labours through the gloomy and perplexed paths of

antiquity, and the many difficulties that did aſſault me, I am ſignally obliged.

LITTLE CHART lies in the hundred of Calehill, and does involve that place

within the precinóts and circumference of it, which gives denomination to the whole

hundred ; it was reſtored to the monks of Chriſt-church in Canterbury by Kenulfe

king of Mercia, at the requeſt of arch-biſhop Athelard or Atheldred, in the year of

Grace 799; for king Offa had before violently torn it off from the patrimony of

the church, as appears by that ancient record called the book of Chriſt-church. . In

the year io44, one Elleric Bigge confirmed this donation, and it went then as it had

done before by aſſignation towards the ſupply of their diet; and the notitia of the

Particular manors belonging to chººl in the Doomſday record ſpeaksº
2 * Lºſe
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Litel Cert, iterum eſ; manerium monachorum, & de cibo eorum, quod in T. E. R. id eff, tem

pore Edwardi regis, ſe defendebat pro III ſullings, & nunc pro duo & dimidio & valet

WIII lb. The other half ſulling or plough-land, was at that time held by William

Fitz-Hermingfrid of the arch-biſhop of Canterbury in fee, and was called Pett. This

manor was many generations ſince given in fee-farm by grant from the monks of

Chriſt-church to the Brockhulls, who tranſmitted it with Calehill to John Dareil Eſq;

in the fourth year of Henry the fourth, and under that notion of capacity, it conti

nued till the ſuppreſſion, and then it was confirmed to Sir James Darell by king Hen

ry the eighth in fee-farm, there being a ſmall rent iſſuing out of it reſerved to the

dean and chapter of Chriſt church, and under that character it is now come down to

Sir John Darell, the inſtant lord of the fee. -

Calehill is that eminent manor in Little Chart, which gives name to the whole hun

dred, it was under the ſcepter of Henry the third, the inheritance of a good family

called Frene, who (as appears by ſeals and other authentick records of armory) bore

for their paternal coat, or a fower de lis within a plain bordure ſables, in alluſion

and aſſimulation to that Pluckly, of whom it is probable they held ſome land in this

track, who bore, or, only a flower de lis ſables. Hugh de Frene in the firſt year of

Edward the firſt, obtained a charter of free warren, to his manor of Calehill and

Stilley in Charing: but before the middle of Edward the third, this family was de

parted from the poſſeſſion of this place, having ſurrendered the propriety of it, and

Stilley in Charing, to Sir Thomas Brockhull ſecond ſon of Sir William Brockhull,

and he paid reſpective aid for his manor of Calehill, and his lands at Charing, at

making the Black Prince knight. Thomas Brockhull, his ſon, was ſheriff of Kent the

ſeventh and eighth years of Richard the ſecond, and held his ſhrievalty at Calehill,

and he had iſſue Henry Brockhull, who in the fourth year of Henry the fourth,

conveyed Calehill to *John Darell Eſq; youngeſt brother of Darell of Seſay, and

eldeſt brother to Sir William Darell under-treaſurer of England, which John was

ſteward of the lands of Henry Chichley arch-biſhop of Canterbury, a place in thoſe

times of a large truſt, and as eminent a concern, and in the twelfth year of the

aboveſaid prince, Henry Brockhull mentioned before, paſſed away Stilley in Charing

to John Darell aboveſaid, from whom it came over to his ſucceſſor James Darell,

who by a charter of inſpection in the third of Henry the fixth, had the franchiſe or

privilege of free-warren renewed to his manors of Calehill and Stilley in Charing,

which was originally granted to Hugh de Frene. John Darell Eſq; was ſheriff of

Kent the ſeventh of Henry the ſeventh, he was afterwards dignified with the order of

knighthood, and was ſo eminent a partiſan of that prince, that he had his eſtate torn

from him by +Richard the third, for his fidelity to his cauſe and quarrel, which,

†with thirteen other manors lying diſperſed in the county of Worceſter, was granted.

to him again by Henry the ſeventh before mentioned, and was made captain of the

lanciers for this part of the county wherein he lived. Sir James Darell was his ſon

and heir, who was governor of Guines and Hames caſtle near Calais : thus have I in

proſpect repreſented, when John Darell above mentioned, originally extracted from

the knightly family of the Darells of Seſay in Yorkſhire, deſerted that county, to

tranſplant himſelf into Kent, and fix his reſidence at Little Chart, from whom Sir

John Darell who now enjoys the ſignory of Calehill, and propriety of Stilling in Char

ing, by a derivation of many deſcents (all of whom were very conſiderable in their

generations, as their monuments and ſepulchral inſcriptions remaining in their own

chapel of St. Katherines in Little Chart church, do at this inſtant eminently mani

feſt) is by a juſt and un-interrupted ſeries originally and lineally extracted.

Burleigh is another manor, partly in this pariſh, and partly in Charing, which had

anciently owners who bore that firname; and there is a place in Charing church,

which at this day is known by the name of Burleigh's chauntry, which is very pro

bable was founded by them. After the Burleighs were extinguiſhed and abſtracted

from the poſſeſſion of this place, which was about the beginning of Edward the

third, the St. Johns, written in Sir John Darells latin deeds de Sanéto johanne, became

lords of the fee; but long this manor was not reſident in them, for before the end of

Edward the third, this family of St. John was crumbled into decay and oblivion, and

- having

* Ex autographis Joh. Darell de Calehill militis. f See Originale an: 2. Hen. 7. Rot. 17. in the

# See Rot. Par dean, tertio Richard, 3 memb 6. treaſurers ſide in the exchequer.
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having diſlodged from the poſſeſſion, a family called Dalingryg of eminent note in

Hantſhire, were entituled by purchaſe to the propriety of it, and Sir Edward Daling

ryg, by a fine levied the firſt year of Richard the firſt, paſſed it away to Roger Da

lingryg, and Alice his wife, and they not long after by the ſame viciſſitude, convey

ed their united intereſt here to Brockhull of Calehill, and Henry Brockhull in the

fourth year of Henry the fourth, tranſmitted it by ſale to John Darell Eſq.; and from

him by the channel of ſundry deſcents, is the right now deſcended to Sir John Darell,

who hath the inſtant fee-finnple of it. -

CHART SUTTON, ſometimes called Chart Green, is ſeated in the hundred of

Eyhorne; within the confines of this pariſh there is an ancient manor and manſion

called Norton-place, it gave name to as ancient a family as any in this track, in the

ſouth windows of the church there were the effigies of Stephen Norton, with his

arms on his tabard or ſurcoat, viz. argent a cheveron between three creſcents azure, who

flouriſhed in king Richard the ſecond's time; and in a tournament of the Kentiſh

gentlemen, I find one of this name in a tabard of the arms above mentioned, en

countring one Chriſtmaſs of Eaſt Sutton not far diſtant, who was in like manner ſo

habited in a ſurcoat charged with his arms, which meetly expreſs the owners name,

viz. gules upon a bend ſable, three waſail bowls or, which likewiſe ſtand in the

ſouth windows in Sutton church. But the effects of Gavelkind did at length grind

this family to a ſmall remain, ſo that in the times which did almoſt border upon thoſe

our fathers lived in, this ſeat was by Norton ſold to Baker, from whom by the ſame

fatality, not long after, it went away to Sir Edward Hales, grandfather to Sir Edward

Hales baronet, who is the preſent proprietor of it. But though the family be worn

out at this place, yet from a cadet of this name, who did once poſſeſs Wierton in

Boughton Quarry, now the manſion of Sir Anthony St. Leger, did Sir Gregory Nor

ton, now of Suſſex, knight and baronet, lately deceaſed, originally ſprout forth.

There is another place in this pariſh called the den of Ivetegh, which was anciently

the inheritance of a family who bore that name, and though the deeds now in the

hands of my couſin Mr. Thomas Petley of Vilſton, do diſcover the poſſeſſion to be

reſident in this name, no higher than the rule of Henry the ſixth, yet is it probable,

becauſe the name was local it was theirs long beyond that time: from Ivetegh it came

to Maſcall, a family whoſe eſtate was formerly at Berming, and from this name it

was by ſale demiſed to Lambe, who ſome three deſcents fince, alienated his intereſt

in it to Perry, extracted from the Perrys of Worceſterſhire, but this family lately

determining in females, Elizabeth, married to Mr. Thomas Petley of Vilſton, Anne,

and Mary, theſe three are the viſible co-heirs of that eſtate which related to it.

CRAYFORD in the hundred of Little and Leſneſs, contains diverſe places in it

of eminent conſideration: firſt, Howbery offers itſelf up to our view: it was in the

reign of Henry the third, and Edward, as appears by ancient court-rolls and other

evidences, the patrimony of the noble family of Northwood, who held it for ſeveral

deſcents in an un-interrupted channel, until the reign of Richard the ſecond, and then

the title and property of it, was by the revolution of ſale tranſplanted into Abermili,

but here the poſſeſſion was ſo curſory and tranſient, that before the end of Henry the

fourth, it was ſurrendered to Nicholas Carew of Surry, and John Cornwallis of Lon

don, who by joint concurrence in the fifth year of Henry the fifth, conveyed it to

Richard Bryan, and he in the firſt year of Henry the fixth, paſſed it away to Roger

Apylton, one of the auditors to that prince, and his father Henry the fifth, and Agnes

his wife widow of Thomas Coveley or Cowley, and the reverſion in fee to her ſon

Thomas Cowley, which accordingly after her deceaſe deſcended to him, and from

him it was tranſported by deſcent to his grandchild John Cowley, who in the twenty

ſecond year of Henry the eighth, alienated it to John Judde, whoſe ſon Henry Judde

about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, reſigned up the poſſeſſion by ſale to Sir Ri

chard Fane; in whoſe family after it had fixed until that age, which was within the

confines of our fathers remembrance, it was by purchaſe made the patrimony

of Draper, and is ſtill the inheritance of maſter . . . . . . . . Draper, now in his

minority.

Newbery is the ſecond place of account, which was in elder times ennobled by

being parcel of that inheritance which confeſſed the dominion of St. Jº and

.dward
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Edward St. John, as appears by the records of this place, flouriſhed here in the

reign of Edward the firſt, and Edward the ſecond, and dying without iſſue, left his

eſtate here to Iſabell, his ſiſter and co-heir, married to Henry de Burgherſt, and he

in her right died poſſeſſed of it in the twenty third of Edward the third, as appears,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 94 parte ſecunda. After this family was crumbled away at this place,

I find it folded up in the demean of Poynings, the laſt of which who enjoyed it was

Thomas Poynings, who about the beginning of Henry the fixth, conveyed it to John

Kingſton Eſq; in which family it made its abode until the reign of Henry the eighth,

and then I find it departed from this name, and caſt into the poſſeſſion of Sir Tho

mas Liſley, whoſe deſcendant, about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, conveyed it

to Apylton of Marſhalls Court in this pariſh, where they had been reſident many de

ſcents before; and Roger Apylton gave this and Marſhalls court in dower with his

daughter Frances, married to Mr. Francis Goldſmith, who almoſt in our remem

brance paſſed away Newberry to Draper, anceſtor to Mr. Draper now proprietor of

it; but Marſhalls Court was alienated to Pix, whoſe deſcendant, not many years ſince,

ſold his intereſt in it to Mrs. Touſe of London, who hath ſettled it in marriage on

her daughter, married to colonel Wood of Kingſton on Thames.

Elham is the laſt place of remark in Crayford: it gave ſeat and firname to a good

old family, who for many deſcents paſſed under the notion and eſtimate of gentlemen

before they deſerted the poſſeſſion of this ſeat, and bore argent a ſword in bend dex

ter, falles. Henry Ellam died 1471, and lies entombed in Crayford church; John

Ellam deceaſed 1481, and had there likewiſe his place of ſepulture, both whoſe mo

numents time and a caſual fire invading the church, have miſerably diſmantled; the

laſt of this name who was poſſeſſed of this place was John Ellam, who in the ſix

teenth year of Henry the ſeventh, alienated it to Henry Harman, who was then clerk

of the crown, in which family it continued until the latter end of king James; and

then it was paſſed away with May Street, (which Henry Harman aboveſaid purchaſed

of Cowley and Bulbeck of Bulbeck Street in this pariſh, in the twentieth of Edward

the fourth) to Draper, whoſe deſcendant Mr. . . . . . . Draper, is intituled to the

intereſt of both theſe places. -

The arch-biſhops of Canterbury had anciently ſome concern in Crayford, for

as I find by record, William arch-biſhop of Canterbury in the twentieth of Richard

the ſecond, obtained the grant of a market to this place to be weekly obſerved on the

Tueſday, and a fair yearly on the vigil, the day of our lady's nativity, and four

days after. -

Northcrey lies in the Hundred of Rokeſley, and though an obſcure village

in itſelf, yet is made eminent by containing within its limits the manor of Rokeſley,

which contributes a name to the whole hundred : it was as high as can by record be

traced, the inheritance of Rokeſley. Gregory de Rokeſley, lord mayor of London

in the year 1275, which was in the third year of Edward the firſt, an eminent man in

thoſe times he was; for as by the chartularies of London it appears, he was keeper of

the king's exchange in London, and ſaymaſter general of the king's mint; nor was his

ſon of leſs reputation, for Sir Richard de Rokeſley, ſo he was called, was ſeneſchal

of Poićtou, and governor of Montreul in Picardy about the latter end of Edward the

firſt, but died without iſſue male, and left two daughters his co-heirs. Agnes the

eldeſt was married to Thomas de Poynings, and Joan the youngeſt was married to

Hugh de Pateſhul, and ſo Rokeſley became the inheritance of the Poynings; but

Northcrey remained longer in Rokeſley; for Roger de Rokeſley, a cadet of this fa

mily, paid reſpective aid for Northcrey in the twentieth year of Edward the third,

but it ſecms went out without iſſue, ſo that Northcrey devolved to Poynings as the

next of alliance; for Richard lord Poynings died ſeiſed of both theſe manors in the

thirteenth year of Richard the ſecond, Kot. Eſc. 148, whoſe ſole heir Eleanor was

married to Henry Piercy earl of Northumberland, whoſe ſucceſſor Henry earl of Nor

thumberland, in the reign of Henry the eighth, in the twenty ninth year of that prince,

bequeathed by teſtament theſe manors to the crown, where they lay involved till

the ſame prince by grant made them the inheritance of Sir Roger Cholmeley, one of

his
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his judges, who not long after, alienated them to Sir Martin Bowes, and he had

iſſue William Bowes, who concluded in two daughters and co-heirs; Elizabeth mar

ried to William Buggin Eſq; and Anne married to Sir Edmund Fowler, who

ſhared his patrimony; but Northcrey, and Rokeſley, upon the partition, was annexed

to the demean of Biggin, from whom it is deſcended to Mr. William Biggin his ſon,

in whom the poſſeſſion is now reſident.

jackets Court, in this pariſh, was a place which gave ſeat and firname to gentlemen

of this name. I have ſeen an old roll of Kentiſh arms, wherein Jacket of Jackets court

is recorded, but the arms were of ſo antiquated an aſpect, that I could not diſtinguiſh

neither the colour nor charge; from Jacket by ſale it went away to Switzer, a name

of ſignal antiquity in this track, though never under the repute of gentlemen, one

of which in the reign of queen Elizabeth conveyed it to Edmund Cook Eſq; whoſe

ſon, Mr. Lambert Cook, paſſed it to alderman Leman, and he ſurrendered his right in

it to Wiffen, by whoſe daughter and heir, it is lately come to be the inheritance of

Thomas Bales Eſq; barriſter at law.

Rokeſley and Northerey were formerly two diſtinét pariſhes, till cardinal Reginald

Pole, when he viſited Kent, which was in the year 1557, finding it convenient by rea

ſon of their ſituation, and the narrowneſs of the demean, to lay them together, united

them into one, ſo that Rokeſley (the church by diſuſe being languiſhed into decay)

hath been ever ſince eſteemed an appendage to Northcrey. -

PAULS CREY, or Paulins Crey, lies in the hundred of Rokeſley, and gave fir

name to Sir Simon de Crey, who was lord warden of the cinque ports in the third and

fourth year of Edward the firſt, and afterwards, in the twenty eighth year of that

prince’s reign, accompanied him in his vićtorious expedition into Scotland, and is in

the regiſter of thoſe Kentiſh cavaliers who were embarked in that ſucceſsful deſign.

After this family was worn away, Champneys, a name of celebrated note in the coun

ty of Somerſet, was lord of the fee. Hugh de Champneys is mentioned in the Book of

Aid, to have paid ſome reſpective ſupply for this manor at the making the Black

Prince knight in the twentieth year of Edward the third; and Champneys field, ſo

called to this day, which lies in Sir Thomas Walfingham's park, and hath been for

many deſcents the Walfinghams, was belonging to this man; from Champneys it came

down to Scroop, a noble and ancient family extracted out of the north-riding of

Yorkſhire; Sir Henry le Scroope died poſſeſſed of it in the fifteenth year of Richard

the ſecond, and Thomas Scroope after him held it at his deceaſe, which was in the

fifteenth year of Edward the fourth; after Scroope was gone out, I find Talbot,

which was in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, to be fixed in the poſſeſſion of this plaee

and is ſome deeds written Talbot of Grafton; by whoſe daughter and heir it devolved

to Danbie, in the time of Henry the eighth, deſcended from the Danbies of Middle

ham caſtle in Yorkſhire; in which family, after the poſſeſſion for divers years had in

habited, it was about threeſcore years ſince ſold away to James Smith of London, who

deceaſing without iſſue male, this by Mary his ſole heir is come to acknowledge Ed

mund Waller Eſq; of Beaconsfield, for its inſtant poſſeſſor.

Kitchen Grove is a ſmall manor in this pariſh, which for many ages ſince was the

demean of Ferby, written in ancient deeds Ferbey, from whom ſundry deſcents ſince,

it came by purchaſe to Heron, but was not of that continuance here as in the former

family; for after ſome fifty years poſſeſſion, it was in the reign of Henry the ſeventh,

alienated to Walfingham of Scadbury, anceſtor to Sir Thomas Walfingham, in

whom the propriety of it is at this inſtant reſident.

john Dynley had licenſe here in the ſixteenth year of Edward the third, to build a

bridge over the river, leading to his demean land at Hockenden in this pariſh, which

with Walkelins hath been for above two hundred years the inheritance of Sir Leonard

Ferby and his predeceſſors, Pat. anno 16. Edw. tertii part, prima.

VOTES-CREY in the hundred of Rokeſley, taketh that denomination from one

Vote, the owner thereof in the conqueror's time; in ages of a more modern deſcent,

the Rokeſleyes were proprietors of it, and Gregory de Rokeſley was ſeiſed of it at his

death, which was in the twenty ninth year of Edward the firſt, and left it to his ſon

Roger de Rokeſley, who by a fine levied in the thirty third year of the aboveſaid prince,

paſſed it away to John Abel, Margery his wife, and Walter his ſon, which Wal

ter after, by the ſame devolution, tranſlated his right in it to Sir Simon de Vaughan,

2 F - who
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who in the twentieth year of Edward the third, paid reſpective aid for it at the making

the Black Prince knight: then this manor came to Warner, whoſe ſucceſſor John War

ner was ſheriff of Kent in the twentieth year of Henry the ſixth; and ’tis probable by

ſome empaled coats in the church windows, that the heir general of Vaughan was

married to Warner; but the two ſtatues upon an altar-tomb in the church, likewiſe

(which the injuries of time and impious ſacrilege together, have almoſt demoliſhed,)

belonged to Sir Simon de Vaughan, and were, when Mr. Robert Glover made his

collečtion of the Kentiſh monuments, entire, after the co-heirs of Warner married

to John Herne, and Denham divided his inheritance at this place, and upon the partiti

on, this accrued to Herne, and Chriſtopher Herne Eſq; in the twenty firſt year of

Henry the eighth, paſſed it away to William Walfingham Eſq; who upon his de

ceaſe, gave it to his ſon and heir Sir Francis Walfingham, principal ſecretary of ſtate

to queen Elizabeth, who about the middle of this princeſs's government, alienated it

to John Gellibrand, from which name and family the poſſeſſion is at this inſtant come

down to Mr. John Gellibrand of London.

CHELLESFIELD in the hundred of Rokeſley, afforded in elder times both ſeat

and firname to a family of principal account, who obtained a market in this their

manor weekly on Monday, and Simon de Chellesfield, upon his plea of preſcription

before the judges itinerant, in the ſeventh year of Edward the firſt, had no allowance

of it, and William de Chellesfield had a charter warren to his lands in Chellesfield,

Shoram, Nockholt, and Orpington, in the twelfth year of Edward the firſt; from

Chelsfield it paſſed away to Otho lord Grandiſon, who paid reſpective aid for this

manor by the ſixth part of a knight's fee, at the making the Black Prince knight, in

the twentieth year of Edward the third; but here it had but a frail abode, for Sir Tho

mas de Grandiſon, this man's ſon, conveyed it over by ſale to Richard lord Poynings,

whoſe daughter and heir Eleanor married to Henry Percy earl of Northumberland;

and in his line was the right of it for ſome deſcents interwoven, till in the reign of

Henry the ſeventh, it was by ſale reſigned up to James Walſingham Eſq; whoſe ſon,

Sir Edmund Walſingham, alienated to Giles in the reign of Edward the ſixth, which

Giles deſcended from Giles of Shelvich, where for many years before they had been

planted; and from Giles, about the latter end of queen Elizabeth, it came over to

captain Henry Lee of London, who going out in ſiſters and co-heirs, it is now come

by two of them, to ſerjeant John Cleak of Huntingdonſhire, the principal poſſeſſor,

and Mr. Thomas Norton of London.

Ferneborough is but a chapel of eaſe, devoted to the honour of St. Giles, but belongs

to the mother-church of Chelsfield, which is dedicated to St. James, as appears by

the records of the church of Rocheſter: it was a principal ſeat of the lord Grandiſon,

who made this the head of their barony; William de Grandiſon held it at his death,

which was in the ninth year of Edward the third; *Otho lord Grandiſon, this man's

ſon, obtained a charter of free-warren to it in the eighteenth year of Edward the third,

but long after this it did not remain linked to the inheritance of this family, for in the

reign of Richard the ſecond, I find Fleming inveſted in the poſſeſſion, whoſe tenure

was very tranſitory; for not long after by purchaſe, it was brought into the demean

of Petley, from whom, by as ſwift a fatality, it went away to Peche of Lullingſton,

which family determined in Sir John Peche, in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, who

dying iſſueleſs, Elizabeth his ſiſter and heir, brought this, and a ſpacious inheritance

to her huſband John Hart Eſq; from whom William Hart Eſq; now of Lullingſton,

is lineally extracted; and in right of this alliance is at this preſent entituled to the poſ.

ſeſſion and ſignory of Ferneborough. - -

There is a third manor in this pariſh called Godington, which was anciently the ha

bitation of a family which was repreſented to the world under that name; Simon de

Godington paid reſpective aid for his manor of Godington, at the making the Black

Prince knight, in the twentieth year of Edward the third; (as the Book of Aid informs

us) and after this family expired at this place, Richard lord Poynings became lord of

the ſignory of it, from which, with Eleanor his daughter and heir, it went over to

Henry Percy earl of Northumberland, but did not long fix in that family; for,

almoſt two hundred years laſt paſt, the poſſeſſion hath been conſtantly united to the

name of Haddon, a family of principal account in this track, as may appear by their

- - - arms

* Otho de Grandiſon obtained the grant of a Lancaſter, in the eighteenth year of Edward the third

market to Ferneborough, in the eighteenth of Ed- and the grant of a fair added at the feaſt of St.

ward the firſt, which was renewed to Henry earl of Giles, the Eve and eight days following.
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arms, viz. a leg couped and wounded, which are regiſtered in the old rolls and ordina

ries of Kentiſh armory, always with this addition, Haddon of Kent, and ſometimes of

Godington in Kent. t

Hewat is another ſmall manor in Chelsfield, which was for many deſcents the Pet

leys of Down originally, from whom it devolved to a cadet of that family, who

planted himſelf at Moulſoe in this pariſh, and there is a deed in the hands of Mr.

Thomas Petley of Vielſton, of John Coldigate of Coldigate, a farm in Holſted,

which bears date from the eleventh year of Henry the fourth; to which one William

Fetley of Chelsfield is teſte. After it had been reſident for fundry generations in

this branch of Petley, which ſprouted out from thoſe of Down, the title in that age

which uſhered in this, was by ſale from Edward Petley, transferred to Mr. Thomas

Petley of Vielſton in Shoram, another branch ſhot out from the principal ſtem of

the Petleys at Down, and he left it to his ſecond ſon Mr. Petley of Riverhead in

Sevenoke, not long ſince deceaſed, whoſe heir (who is proprietor of this place) is at

this inſtant in his minority.

Northſted is ſituated likewiſe in Chelsfield, and in the reign of Edward the third

confeſſed a family called Francis for its proprietaries; Simon Francis held it at his

death, which was in the thirty ſecond year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 33.

and acquired it by purchaſe of Otho de Grandiſon, who held this and Chelsfield, as

appears by the Book of Aid, in the twentieth year of the former prince; but about

the beginning of Henry the fourth, this family had ſurrendered the poſſeſſion of this

manor to Vuedall of Udall a noble family, and maſters of much land both in Surry,

Suſſex, and Hantſhire. Sir John de Vuedall was one of the knights who was with

Edward the firſt at the ſiege of Carlaverock; Sir Peter D’Vuedall ſat as baron in

parliament the eighth and ninth of Edward the ſecond; Nicholas Vuedall was con

ſtable of Windſor under Edward the third, John Vuedall was ſheriff of Suſſex and

Surry, the ſecond, fourth, and ſeventh years of Henry the fifth; and again the firſt,

and twelfth year of Henry the ſixth; William Vuedall was ſheriff of Suſſex and Sur

ry, the eighth of Henry the ſixth, and he in the fixth year of that prince's go

vernment, conveyed it to John Shelley of Bexley, whole ſucceſſor William Shelley,

about the latter end of Henry the eighth paſſed it away to John Leonard of Cheven.

ing, whoſe great grandchild Henry lord Dacre, not many years ſince conveyed it to

lady Wolrich, who upon her deceaſe ſettled it on her kinſman Mr. . . . . . . Skeggs,

of the county of Huntingdon.

Chelsfield had a market obtained by Otho de Grandiſon, in the eighth year of Ed

ward the firſt, to be held there weekly on the Monday, and a fair to be obſerved

there yearly, by the ſpace of three days, at the feaſt of St. James.

CHERITON, in the hundred of Folkſtone, was the inheritance of an ancient fami

ly called Scotton. Robert Scotton, who was ſheriff of Kent the ſeventh, eighth,

ninth, and tenth years of Edward the firſt lived here, and held his ſhrievalty at this

place, and was of eminent rank in this track; for he was lieutenant of Dover-caſtle

under the aboveſaid prince, and held this manor under the eſtimate of a whole knight's

fee of the lord of Folkſtone: but before the latter end of Edward the ſecond, this

family had deſerted the poſſeſſion of this place, and ſurrendered their intereſt here to

Valoigns; whoſe time was very brief in the enjoyment of it; for Waretius de Va

loigns dying without iſſue male, this manor accompanied his daughter and co-heir,

and was upon the diviſion of his eſtate, linked with much other land to the demean

of her huſband Sir Thomas Fogge, who was knight of the ſhire for Kent, ſeveral

times under the ſcepter of Edward the third, and Richard the ſecond; Sir Francis

Fogge, another of this family, lies entombed in Cheriton church, with his portrai

ture croſs-legged affixed to his ſepulchral ſtone, which implies that he had obliged

himſelf by ſome vow to aſſert the croſs and ſepulchre of our ſaviour; finally, after

the proprietor of this place had by the current of many deſcents flowed in this family,

it devolved to George Fogge Eſq; who about the latter end of queen Elizabeth,

paſſed it away to Mr. Henry Brockman, grandfather to James Brockman Eſq; the

inſtant lord of the fee. -

Enbroke is another manor in Cheriton, which in the twentieth year of Henry the

third, was the patrimony of Peter de Alkham, and after his deſcendants were extin

guiſhed at this place, it came by the ordinary fate of purchaſe to Enbroke, who hav

ing erected a manſion upon the demean, it is probable adopted it into his own fir

Ill IIIC
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fines of it, of ſignal account. The firſt is Scadbery, which had owners of that

firname, which about the twentieth of Edward the firſt, were extinguiſhed; for then

zº- /* / John de Scadbery deceaſed without iſſue male, ſo that this ancient ſeat devolved to

. . / º be the patrimony of Oſmund de Walfingham, deſcended from the knightly family of

- ... 2 Walfingham in Norfolk, who married Anne his ſole daughter and heir; and having

º J’ planted himſelf in this county, he began to ſprout out and flouriſh into a ſeries of ſuch

º worthy ſucceſſors, that this family was juſtly regiſtered in the catalogue of thoſe who

were eſteemed the moſt ancient and eminent of this county, having in this latter de

curſion of time, been for ſix deſcents knights; which that I may the better repreſent

the ſplendor of this family to the reader, I ſhall diſtinctly name; the firſt was Sir

Thomas Walfingham, who was born the third year of Henry the fifth, and he had

iſſue Sir James Walſingham, who was ſheriff of Kent the twelfth year of Henry the

ſeventh, whoſe ſon and heir was Sir Edmund Walfingham, who was lieutenant of the

Tower twenty four years, and he had iſſue Sir Thomas, kinſman to Sir Francis Wal

ſingham the famous ſecretary of ſtate to queen Elizabeth; Sir Thomas Walfingham

was ſon and heir of Sir Thomas abovementioned, and he had iſſue Sir Thomas Wal

ſingham, who is the inſtant proprietor of Scadbery.

Frogpool is another ancient ſeat in this pariſh, which in Henry the third's reign

confeſſed the ſignory of a family called Barbur. Thomas le Barbur obtained a charter

of free warren to his lands at Chiſelhurſt, in the thirty eighth of the above-mentioned

prince. But before the latter end of Edward the ſecond, this family was mouldered

away, and then it came to be poſſeſſed by a family called Creſſel, who were lords of

much land about Hartley, Faukham, and other places in that territory, and bore for

their coat armour, as appears depićted in ancient coloured glaſs in Chiſelhurſt church,

fable, a feſ, argent between three chaplets or, John de Creſſel in an old ſurvey of Ro

cheſter, is remembered to have been a liberal benefactor to this church in the reign of

Edward the third, and from the government of that prince, does the age of the

above-mentioned coat ſeem to commence; and this is the reaſon why another John

Creſſel of this family, is in the ſeventh year of Henry the fifth, recorded in the re

- gifter of thoſe, qui portabant arma antiqua. Finally, after the propriety of this man

fion had continued ſo many deſcents, wrapped up in the patrimony of this family, it

º was about the latter end of Henry the eighth, tranſmitted by ſale to Dyneley, and

| x ~~~~~ *. º . in ouri. demiſed º concern in it to Mr.W.

‘. . / 2- atkins, to whoſe care and induſtrious expence, the additional building annexed to

24224-~2%%the ancient ſtrućture: does owe its. and he having thusº it, tranſ

74. 2.2+…× *mitted his right in it by ſale ſome few years fince, to Philip Warwick Eſq; clerk

".2… sº-º-of the ſignet, and ſecretrary to the king at the treaty in the iſle of Wight.

"....….?.7zººt CHIDDINGSTON, in the hundred of Somerden, hath the addition of Cobham,

º zº, as being the inheritance of the lords Cobham of Sterborough caſtle in Surrey. Henry

2-2. --~ * , de Cobham had in the ninth year of king John, a charter of free warren for all his

4.4.2% fºr 624 land in Kent, of which the manor of Chiddingſton, Cobham, and Tyhurſt, in this

- pariſh were a parcel. In ages of a lower ſtep, Reginald lord Cobham who was ſum

2.7°. moned to parliament, as lord Cobham of Sterborough, anno 22. Edward the third,

died poſſeſſed of them Anno 35. of that prince, parte prima Rot. Eſc. Num. 62. and

here the right continued, till in Thomas lord Cobham, this Reginald’s great grand

child, the male line failed, and diſſolved into Anne Cobham his daughter and heir,

who was married to Edward Borough lord of Gainſborough, in the county of Lincoln,

whoſe grandchild Thomas lord Borough, anno 38. Elizabeth, paſſed away his right

in both the ſaid manors, unto Richard Stratfield; upon whoſe deceaſe his ſons, named

Henry and Thomas, entered into the poſſeſſion thereof, and by a partage between
them, Tyhurſt came to the ſaid Henry, and Chiddingſton Cobham came to the ſaid

Thomas. Tyhurſt is at preſent the inheritance of Richard Stratfield, eldeſt ſon of

the ſaid Henry, and Chiddingſton Cobham, upon the death of the ſaid Thomas

Stratfield without iſſue male, came to his four daughters; Frances married Mr. John

Shetterden deceaſed, Jane married Mr Edward Taylor deceaſed, Dorothy married

Mr. Edward Powel deceaſed, and Ann married Mr. William Stanley deceaſed, and

ſecondly to Mr. Samuel Dillingham deceaſed. All which daughters are yet ſurviving,

and in the enjoyment of the premiſes.”

Burwaſh

* Rokeſley is a third manor in Chiddingſton which had owners, who in old deedswere ſon.
- calle

CHISELHURST, in the hundred of Rokeſley, hath ſeveral places within the con
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cnuu, .ne male line failed, and diſſolved into Anne Cobham his daughter and heir,

who was married to Edward Borough lord of Gainſborough, in the county of Lincoln,

whoſe grandchild Thomas lord Borough, anno 38. Elizabeth, paſſed away his right

in both the ſaid manors, unto Richard Stratfield; upon whoſe deceaſe his ſons, named

Henry and Thomas, entered into the poſſeſſion thereof, and by a partage between

them, Tyhurſt came to the ſaid Henry, and Chiddingſton Cobham came to the ſaid

Thomas. Tyhurſt is at preſent the inheritance of Richard Stratfield, eldeſt ſon of

the ſaid Henry, and Chiddingſton Cobham, upon the death of the ſaid Thomas

Stratfield without iſſue male, came to his four daughters; Frances married Mr. John

Shetterden deceaſed, Jane married Mr Edward Taylor deceaſed, Dorothy married

Mr. Edward Powel deceaſed, and Ann married Mr. William Stanley deceaſed, and

ſecondly to Mr. Samuel Dillingham deceaſed. All which daughters are yet ſurviving,

and in the enjoyment of the premiſes.”

- Burwaſh

* Rokeſley is a third manor in Chiddingſton which had owners, who in old deedswere&n.
- calle
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Burwaſh court in this pariſh, was the patrimony of the lords Burgherſt, by vulgar

depravation of the name called Burwaſh. Stephen de Burwaſh had a charter of free

warren to all his lands in Kent, in the firſt year of Edward the ſecond; Robert de

Burgherſt or Burwarſh poſſeſſed it at his death, which was in the thirty third year of

Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num, 41. and his ſon Bartholomew lord Burwaſh in the

forty third year of Edward the third, by deed paſſes away much of his land in War

wickſhire and Kent, to Walter de Paveley and Matilda his wife, in which this lay

involved; from Paveley it came down by purchaſe to John de Bore, Trivet and Vaux,

whoſe ſucceſſors conveyed Burwaſh to John Alpheck in the reign of Henry the fixth;

Alpheck’s co-heirs were married to . . . . Brograve, and Sir Robert Read, lord chief

juſtice of the common pleas in the time of Henry the ſeventh, who in his wife's right,

carried away Burwaſh as parcel of her dower; but this man determining likewiſe in

daughtersand co-heirs, Katharineone of them was married to Sir Thomas Willoughby,

ſecond ſon to Chriſtopher Willoughbie of Ereſbie, which Sir Thomas was likewiſe

lord chief juſtice of the common pleas; Eliza was married to Sir Thomas Totihurſt,

and a third was married to Thomas Wotton Eſq; Sir Thomas Willoughbie, ſon

and heir of Sir Thomas, who joined in a fine with his two uncles even now mentioned,

in the fixth year of Edward the fixth, and ſo by a mutual concurrence with them,

their united concern in Burwaſh was paſſed away to Mr. John and Mr. Robert

Seyliard of Delaware; in whoſe name and revenue, the title and property of this place

hath ever ſince kept ſo permanent an abode, that it is ſtill the inheritance of John

Seyliard Eſq; now of Delaware.

Bore-place, with the manor of Milbroke and Boreſell, was formerly the inheritance

as high as Henry the third, of a family which aſſumed its firname from hence,

and was called Bore, and likewiſe took into his arms a boar for his cogniſance. In

this family the right of theſe places ſucceſſively dwelt, till John Bore in the time of

Henry the ſixth tranſplanted his intereſt in them by ſale into John Alphew, by whoſe

co-heir they came over to her huſband Sir Robert Read, and from him they went

away by Katherine, one of his co-heirs, to Sir Thomas Willoughbie, whoſe great

grandchild Percivall Willoughbie, having married Bridget, one of the four co

heirs of Sir Percivall Willoughbie of Nottinghamſhire, deveſted himſelf of his title

to both theſe places, to improve his intereſt in that county, and not many years ſince

alienated them to Bernard Hide Eſq; of London, one of the commiſſioners of the

cuſtom houſe to the late king Charles, whoſe grandchild Mr. Bernard Hide, is upon

his father’s deceaſe, now entered into their poſſeſſion of Milbroke and Bore-place: but

Boreſell now vulgarly called Bowſell, was ſold to Edmund Thomas, of Whitley near

Sevenoke, who is now in the enjoyment of it.

CHILHAM, in the hundred of Felborough, was by William the conqueror, as

the pages of Doomſday book inſtrućts us, aſſigned to Fulbert de Dover under the no

tion of a whole knight's fee, for his aſſiſtance and aſſociation to John de Fiennes in

the guard of Dover caſtle, which eminent employment thus impoſed upon him, did

induce him to wave his original ſirname of Lucy, and aſſume one derived from his

office, yet Richard de Lucy, this man's ſon, did it ſeems take up again his primitive

firname, for when king John by his charter in the ſixteenth year of his reign, Cart. 24.

Num. 37. reſtores to Roſe de Dover, called in the Latin record Roheſia, the caſtle of

Chilham with all its appendages, he calls it there the land which was her grand.

father Richard de Lucy’s inheritance. This Roſe de Dover was ſometimes written

in old deeds de Lucy, in relation to which ſhe ſealed with three pikes; *ſhe married

Richard, baſe ſon to king John, by whom ſhe had two daughters and co-heirs, Lora

married to William de Marmion, and Iſabell eſpouſed to David de Strabolgie earl

of Athol, who in her right became lord of the caſtie and manor of Chilham, and

tranſmitted it to his ſon John earl of Athol, who for his frequent ačts of hoſtility and

rebellion againſt Edward the firſt, in his conteſt with the Scots, being by the fate of

war made captive, was at Canterbury hanged on a gibbet fifty foot high, that he

In 10

called Rendeſley, and ſometimes Renneſley, but Thomas Willoughby, whoſe deſcendant Sirº:
before the latter end of Henry the ſixth, this family val Willoughby, conveyed this and Ewherſt in the

was languiſhed away, and then it came to confeſs eighth year of king James, to Mr. Nathaniel Stud

Alphew for proprietor, and not long after it de- ley, whoſe ſon and heir Nathaniel Studley, not

volved by one of his co-heirs to Robert Read, and long fince, alienated this and Ewherſt in Spelherit,

from him the ſame fate carried his intereſt to Sir to Mr. Chriſtopher Knight.

* Fiſhes called Lucii in Latin.
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name, and called it Enbroke. John de Enbroke held it in the twentieth year of Ed

ward the third, and paid an auxiliary ſupply for it (as appears by the Book of Aid)

at making the black prince knight. Michael Enbroke was a great benefactor to the

fabrick of Cheriton church in the time of Richard the ſecond, and it is probable thoſe

ancient tombs yet viſible related to theſe two, or ſome of this family, the laſt of

which was John Enbroke, who flouriſhed here in the reign of Henry the fourth;

after whoſe departure it came to be enjoyed by Thorold or Torold, and Walter To

rold conveyed it to Nicholas Evering in the ſeventeenth year of Henry the ſixth, in

which family the poſſeſſion was permanent and conſtant, until that age which was

circumſcribed within our grandfathers remembrance, and then it was alienated to Mr.

John Honywood of Elmſted, anceſtor to the inſtant proprietor Edward Honywood,

Eſq; of the ſame place. There is another manor in Cheriton called Enbroke like

wife, which was an appendage to the demean of the archbiſhop of Canterbury; but

how it devolved to that ſee, I confeſs I know not, only I find it was aſſumed by the

crown in the firſt year of queen Elizabeth, who about the latter end of her reign,

granted it to Sir Edwin Sandys, whoſe ſon Henry Sandys Eſq: paſſed it away in

leaſe, to John Marſham Eſq; who tranſmitted that part of it which lay in Cheriton

to colonel Richard Sandys lately deceaſed, who purchaſed the reverſion in fee of the

reſt of his brothers, and that part of it which lay in Walderſhare, of which he had

bought the property to Sir Thomas Pettus of Suffolk, baronet.

The tombs in the church adorned with ſeveral portraitures and ſculptures of per

iſons deceaſed, related to theſe two formerly recited families, which the rude hand of

time hath cruſhed into the diſorder of ſo great a ruin, that now even the monuments

and ſepulchres themſelves have found an interrment in their duſt and rubbiſh.

*Godington in Great Chart, was an ancient manſion of a family of that firname. Si

mon de Godington lived here, as appears by very ancient deeds, and ſo did Lucas de

Godington likewiſe. John de Godington is portrayed in coat armour in an ancient

window in the north iſle of the church, having an aſpect upon a crucifix in the ſame

glaſs placed above him, accompanied with eleven others of eminent note in this track

depićted in the ſame poſture with him; and this John had iſſue William de Godington,

who flouriſhed here, as appears by his deed in the fourth year of Richard the ſecond,

but before the beginning of Henry the fourth, had paſſed away his intereſt here to

Richard, Simon, and John Champneys, and in the ſixth year of the aboveſaid prince,

conveyed it to Thomas Goldwell, ſon of William Goldwell, and he determined in a

daughter and heir called Agnes, who was affianced to Thomas Tooke of Bere, by

whom he had iſſue Ralph Tooke, Richard, and John; Ralph went into Hertford

ſhire, Richard planted himſelf at Bere by Dover, and John Tooke by donation from

his father, was inveſted in Godington, and continued ever ſince an eminent ſeat of

that family, and is at preſent the reſidence of that worthy perſon captain Nicholas

Tooke, deſcended from *Sieur de Toque or Toc, who is recorded in the rolls of

thoſe who entered England with William the conqueror, who hath ſo induſtriouſly

and elegantly cultivated and improved our Engliſh vines, that the wine preſſed and

extraćted out of their grapes, ſeems not only to parallel, but almoſt to out-rival that

of France. -

Court Wurthin is a place of good account in Great Chart, which likewiſe afforded

a reſidence to poſſeſſors of that firname. William de Wurton by his deed without

date, demiſes land which lay circumſcribed within his manor of Wurtin, to Quike

manus de Bere; Henry de Wurtin is in the regiſter of thoſe twelve eminent perſons

who are depićted kneeling in a glaſs window in this church; the laſt of this name at

this place was Thomas de Wurtin, who about the beginning of Henry the fourth,

paſſed it away to Thomas Goldwell, by whoſe heir general it came with Godington to

Thomas Tooke of Bere, who ſettled it on his third ſon Mr. John Tooke; from whom

it is ſucceſſively by deſcentcome down to my noble friend captain Nicholas Tooke Eſq;

It is obſervable, that there is a coat of augmentation united to the paternal coat

of this family, which the Tookes of Godington bear in the firſt quarter, viz. Argent

upon a cheveron between three greyhounds heads eraſed, ſable, three ſilver plates, which

was given to John Tooke by Henry the ſeventh, as a reward for his diligence in that

embaſſy in which he was employed by that prince; the plates were an emblem of his

guerdon or ſalary, and the greyhounds heads a ſymbol of his celerity.

Singleton is another eminent manor in this pariſh, which had owners of that firname,

and bore in ancient armorials, as appears by their deeds, two cheverons between three

martlets,

* See Fox Aéls and Monument, page 182. Holinſhed Chronicle, 2. Stow's Chronicle, page 103.



K E wr Surveyed and Illuſtrated. II.3

martlets. Henry de Singleton is one of thoſe twelve eminent perſons that are depićted

kneeling in coat armour in a window in Great Chart church, and John Singleton,

this man's ſucceſſor, was juſtice of the peace for this county in the reign of Richard

the ſecond, and Edward the fourth, as appears by an old roll of the juſtices of thoſe

times collečted by Thin: but after this man's exit, the title was not long wedded to

this family, for about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, I find the Edingham or

Enghams, to be by purchaſe entituled to the poſſeſſion, who added much to the

luſtre of the ancient pile, by adorning its fabrick with increaſe of building, and con

tinued proprietors of it until the beginning of king James, and then it was paſſed away

by Sir Edward Engham toRichard Brown Eſq; a cadetoryoungerbranchof the Browns

of Betſworth caſtle in Surry; from whom it is now in behalf of dower, the habitation

of his widow Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, daughter of Sir William Andrews of Lathbury

in the county of Buckingham. -

Nin-houſe ſhall not paſs without ſome mention, becauſe it was the reſidence of John

at-Nin, who is in the regiſter of thoſe twelve worthies who are pourtrayed kneeling

in coat armour in an ancient window in this pariſh church, whoſe poſterity enjoyed

it until the beginning of Henry the ſixth, and then it was alienated to Sharp, and

William Sharp, mingled with the aſhes of his five wifes (as the inſcription on his ſe

pulchral ſtone inſtructs us) reſts in the nether moſt part of the ſouth iſle of this church,

and as the date endorſed on his tomb informs us, deceaſed in the year of Grace 1499,

and from him did the property of this manſion, by the devolution of fundry deſcents,

come down to Mr. . . . . Sharpe lately deceaſed, whoſe heirs do ſtill enjoy it

CHEVENING, in the hundred of Codſheath, had owners of that name in times

of a higher aſſent, who were of no deſpicable account. Adam de Chevening was

one of the grand affiſe in the time of king John, and had his reſidence here, and

likewiſe derived his name from hence; and the heirs of William de Chevening paid

reſpective aid for the manor of Chevening by the half part of a knight's fee, (which

Adam de Chevening formerly held of the arch-biſhop of Canterbury) in the twen

tieth year of Edward the third, at making the Black Prince knight. When the Che

venings went away from the poſſeſſion of this place, the family of Delapole, who were

lords of the manor of Pool in Southfleet, were ſeated in the inheritance, for John de

Lapole held it in the tenth year of Henry the ſixth, but not long after this did it conti

nue conſtant to this name, for by ſale the whole demiſe was put into the tenure of Iſley,

andWilliam Iſley helditathis death, which was in thefourth year.of Edward the fourth,

Rot. Eſc. 34. and in the demean of this family was the inheritance folded up, till Sir

Henry Iſley, in the reign of Edward the ſixth, fixed the propriety of it by ſaie in John

Lennard Eſq; who lies interred in Chevening church; in right of which original grant,

Francis now lord Dacres his great grandchild is inveſted in the preſentinheritance of it.

Chepſied in this pariſh, was ſo called from the market of fiſh there long ſince uſed;

for there ſuch as imported fiſh from Rye on the ſea-coaſt, thence called Rypers,

made their ſtage, and on freſh horſes carried it to London. Juſt as Cheap-ſide, and

other places beginning with Cheap, give addition and diſtinction from other towns

of like name where markets are kept. That this manor had proprietors of this name

is evident, for John de Chepſted ſon of John de Chepſted, paid reſpective aid for

this manor, which was held by knights ſervice, of the arch-biſhop of Canterbury, in

the twentieth year of Edward the third, at the making the Black Prince knight; the

heir of Chepſted (as appears by an old pedigree in the hands of Sir Sackvil Crow)

was married to John de Bore, and the heir of Bore to Stockett, who paſſed away

Chepſted about the latter end of Henry the fixth, to William Iſley Eſq; whoſe un

happy ſucceſſor Sir Henry Iſley, being attainted in the time of queen Mary, it eſ.

cheated to the crown, where it hath ever ſince been reſident.

Morants court lies in Chevening likewiſe, and contributed both ſeat and firname to

a knightly family who were proprietors of it. King Edward the ſecond, in the four

teenth year of his reign, granted charter warren to Jurdan, and William de Morant,

in all their lands in Chevening Shoram, Otfood, Braſted, Sundridge, and Chidinſton

William de Morant was ſheriff of Kent the twelfth and thirteenth year of Edward

the third, and had iſſue Sir Thomas Morant, whoſe heir general brought this ſeat

to Peckham, in which family the title lay couched till our fathers memory, and then

it was demiſed to Blackſwell, who ſome few years ſince, hath by deed and other con

veyance, ſettled his right in it on Mr. Watſon of the county of Oxford.

2 G CHISEILHURST
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fines of it, of ſignal account. The firſt is Scadbery, which had owners of that

firname, which about the twentieth of Edward the firſt, were extinguiſhed; for then

/ John de Scadbery deceaſed without iſſue male, ſo that this ancient ſeat devolved to

... ( / be the patrimony of Oſmund de Walfingham, deſcended from the knightly family of

* * 2. ' * Walfingham in Norfolk, who married Anne his ſole daughter and heir; and having

ºf planted himſelf in this county, he began to ſprout out and flouriſh into a ſeries of ſuch

~ * * * worthy ſucceſſors, that this family was juſtly regiſtered in the catalogue of thoſe who

were eſteemed the moſt ancient and eminent of this county, having in this latter de

curſion of time, been for fix deſcents knights; which that I may the better repreſent

the ſplendor of this family to the reader, I ſhall diſtinctly name; the firſt was Sir

Thomas Walfingham, who was born the third year of Henry the fifth, and he had

iſſue Sir James Walſingham, who was ſheriff of Kent the twelfth year of Henry, the

ſeventh, whoſe ſon and heir was Sir Edmund Walfingham, who was lieutenant of the

Tower twenty four years, and he had iſſue Sir Thomas, kinſman to Sir Francis Wal

- fingham the famous ſecretary of ſtate to queen Elizabeth; Sir Thomas Walſingham

was ſon and heir of Sir Thomas abovementioned, and he had iſſue Sir Thomas Wal

fingham, who is the inſtant proprietor of Scadbery.

Frogpool is another ancient ſeat in this pariſh, which in Henry the third’s reign

confeſſed the ſignory of a family called Barbur. Thomas le Barbur obtained a charter

of free warren to his lands at Chiſelhurſt, in the thirty eighth of the above-mentioned

prince. But before the latter end of Edward the ſecond, this family was mouldered

away, and then it came to be poſſeſſed by a family called Creſſel, who were lords of

much land about Hartley, Faukham, and other places in that territory, and bore for

their coat armour, as appears depićted in ancient coloured glaſs in Chiſelhurſt church,

fable, a feſ, argent between three chaplets or, John de Creſſel in an old ſurvey of Ro

cheſter, is remembered to have been a liberal benefactor to this church in the reign of

Edward the third, and from the government of that prince, does the age of the

above-mentioned coat ſeem to commence; and this is the reaſon why another John

Creſſel of this family, is in the ſeventh year of Henry the fifth, recorded in the re

gifter of thoſe, qui portabant arma antiqua. Finally, after the propriety of this man

ſion had continued ſo many deſcents, wrapped up in the patrimony of this family, it

was about the latter end of Henry the eighth, tranſmitted by ſale to Dyneley, and

24Sir John Dyneley in our remembrance demiſed his concern in it to Mr. William

‘... / 2- Watkins, to whoſe care and induſtrious expence, the additional building annexed to

%224~2%/ %the ancient ſtructure: does owe its. and he having thusº it, tranſ

%22&z=2422 *mitted his right in it by ſale ſome few years fince, to Philip Warwick Eſq; clerk

22:3:27-?-of the ſignet, and ſecretrary to the king at the treaty in the iſle of Wight.

…?.7zººt CHIDDINGSTON, in the hundred of Somerden, hath the addition of Cobham,

Z as being the inheritance of the lords Cobham of Sterborough caſtle in Surrey. Henry
zz.”-a-r: e. , de Cobham had in the ninth year of king John, a charter of free warren for all his

4.4... ????- £24. land in Kent, of which the manor of Chiddingſton, Cobham, and Tyhurſt, in this

... ww/d pariſh were a parcel. In ages of a lower ſtep, Reginald lord Cobham who was ſum

~ ye. moned to parliament, as lord Cobham of Sterborough, anno 22. Edward the third,

died poſſeſſed of them Anno 35. of that prince, parte prima Rot. Eſc. Num. 62. and

here the right continued, till in Thomas lord Cobham, this Reginald's great grand

child, the male line failed, and diſſolved into Anne Cobham his daughter and heir,

who was married to Edward Borough lord of Gainſborough, in the county of Lincoln,

whoſe grandchild Thomas lord Borough, anno 38. Elizabeth, paſſed away his right

in both the ſaid manors, unto Richard Stratfield; upon whoſe deceaſe his ſons, named

Henry and Thomas, entered into the poſſeſſion thereof, and by a partage between

them, Tyhurſt came to the ſaid Henry, and Chiddingſton Cobham came to the ſaid

Thomas. Tyhurſt is at preſent the inheritance of Richard Stratfield, eldeſt ſon of

the ſaid Henry, and Chiddingſton Cobham, upon the death of the ſaid Thomas

Stratfield without iſſue male, came to his four daughters; Frances married Mr. John

Shetterden deceaſed, Jane married Mr Edward Taylor deceaſed, Dorothy married

Mr. Edward Powel deceaſed, and Ann married Mr. William Stanley deceaſed, and

ſecondly to Mr. Samuel Dillingham deceaſed. All which daughters are yet ſurviving,

and in the enjoyment of the premiſes.”

- Burwaſh

* Rokeſley is a third manor in Chiddingſton which had owners, who in old deedswere ſometimes

- - called

-:
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CHISELHURST, in the hundred of Rokeſley, hath ſeveral places within the con

fines of it, of ſignal account. The firſt is Scadbery, which had owners of that

firname, which about the twentieth of Edward the firſt, were extinguiſhed; for then

ºv / / John de Scadbery deceaſed without iſſue male, ſo that this ancient ſeat devolved to

, ºr . . . . be the patrimony of Oſmund de Walfingham, deſcended from the knightly family of

* Walfingham in Norfolk, who married Anne his ſole daughter and heir; and having

J. J’ planted himſelf in this county, he began to ſprout out and flouriſh into a ſeries of ſuch

worthy ſucceſſors, that this family was juſtly regiſtered in the catalogue of thoſe who

were eſteemed the moſt ancient and eminent of this county, having in this latter de

curſion of time, been for ſix deſcents knights; which that I may the better repreſent

the ſplendor of this family to the reader, I ſhall diſtinctly name; the firſt was Sir

Thomas Walfingham, who was born the third year of Henry the fifth, and he had

iſſue Sir James Walſingham, who was ſheriff of Kent the twelfth year of Henry the

ſeventh, whoſe ſon and heir was Sir Edmund Walfingham, who was lieutenant of the

Tower twenty four years, and he had iſſue Sir Thomas, kinſman to Sir Francis Wal

ſingham the famous ſecretary of ſtate to queen Elizabeth; Sir Thomas Walfingham

was ſon and heir of Sir Thomas abovementioned, and he had iſſue Sir Thomas Wal

fingham, who is the inſtant proprietor of Scadbery.

Frogpool is another ancient ſeat in this pariſh, which in Henry the third's reign

confeſſed the ſignory of a family called Barbur. Thomas le Barbur obtained a charter

of free warren to his lands at Chiſelhurſt, in the thirty eighth of the above-mentioned

prince. But before the latter end of Edward the ſecond, this family was mouldered

away, and then it came to be poſſeſſed by a family called Creſſel, who were lords of

much land about Hartley, Faukham, and other places in that territory, and bore for

their coat armour, as appears depićted in ancient coloured glaſs in Chiſelhurſt church,

fable, a feſ argent between three chaplets or, John de Creſſel in an old ſurvey of Ro

cheſter, is remembered to have been a liberal benefactor to this church in the reign of

Edward the third, and from the government of that prince, does the age of the

above-mentioned coat ſeem to commence; and this is the reaſon why another John

Creſſel of this family, is in the ſeventh year of Henry the fifth, recorded in the re

giſter of thoſe, qui portabant arma antiqua. Finally, after the propriety of this man

ſion had continued ſo many deſcents, wrapped up in the patrimony of this family, it

was about the latter end of Henry the eighth, tranſmitted by ſale to Dyneley, and

× -, --- P -- 24Sir John Dyneley in our remembrance demiſed his concern in it to Mr. William

42 4.4-4.2% Z Watkins, to whoſe care and induſtrious expence, the additional building annexed to
*~~~ %the ancient ſtrućture: does owe its original, and he having thus improved it, tranſ

zº. 2.2+…× *mitted his right in it by ſale ſome few years fince, to Philip Warwick Eſq; clerk

w22.93%-º-of the ſignet, and ſecretrary to the king at the treaty in the iſle of Wight.

…?:7&# CHIDDINGSTON, in the hundred of Somerden, hath the addition of Cobham,

Ž as being the inheritance of the lords Cobham of Sterborough caſtle in Surrey. Henry
27-2s-e-r-, * , de Cobham had in the ninth year of king John, a charter of free warren for all his

*...4… ? Ž-z- &4 land in Kent, of which the manor of Chiddingſton, Cobham, and Tyhurſt, in this

…” pariſh were a parcel. In ages of a lower ſtep, Reginald lord Cobham who was ſum

~ ye. moned to parliament, as lord Cobham of Sterborough, anno 22. Edward the third,

died poſſeſſed of them Anno 35. of that prince, parte prima Rot. Eſc. Num. 62. and

here the right continued, till in Thomas lord Cobham, this Reginald's great grand

child, the male line failed, and diſſolved into Anne Cobham his daughter and heir,

who was married to Edward Borough lord of Gainſborough, in the county of Lincoln,

whoſe grandchild Thomas lord Borough, anno 38. Elizabeth, paſſed away his right

- in both the ſaid manors, unto Richard Stratfield; upon whoſe deceaſe his ſons, named

Henry and Thomas, entered into the poſſeſſion thereof, and by a partage between

them, Tyhurſt came to the ſaid Henry, and Chiddingſton Cobham came to the ſaid

Thomas. Tyhurſt is at preſent the inheritance of Richard Stratfield, eldeſt ſon of

: the ſaid Henry, and Chiddingſton Cobham, upon the death of the ſaid Thomas

- Stratfield without iſſue male, came to his four daughters; Frances married Mr. John

Shetterden deceaſed, Jane married Mr Edward Taylor deceaſed, Dorothy married

Mr. Edward Powel deceaſed, and Ann married Mr. William Stanley deceaſed, and

: ſecondly to Mr. Samuel Dillingham deceaſed. All which daughters are yet ſurviving,

- and in the enjoyment of the premiſes.”

- Burwaſh

* Rokeſley is a third manor in Chiddingſton which had owners, who in old deeds were&m.
º * calle
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Burwaſh tourt in this pariſh, was the patrimony of the lords Burgherſt, by vulgar

depravation of the name called Burwaſh. Stephen de Burwaſh had a charter of free

warren to all his lands in Kent, in the firſt year of Edward the ſecond; Robert de

Burgherſt or Burwarſh poſſeſſed it at his death, which was in the thirty third year of

Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num, 41. and his ſon Bartholomew lord Burwaſh in the

forty third year of Edward the third, by deed paſſes away much of his land in War

wickſhire and Kent, to Walter de Paveley and Matilda his wife, in which this lay

involved; from Paveley it came down by purchaſe to John de Bore, Trivet and Vaux,

whoſe ſucceſſors conveyed Burwaſh to John Alpheck in the reign of Henry the fixth;

Alpheck’s co-heirs were married to . . . . Brograve, and Sir Robert Read, lord chief

juſtice of the common pleas in the time of Henry the ſeventh, who in his wife's right,

carried away Burwaſh as parcel of her dower; but this man determining likewiſe in

daughters and co-heirs, Katharineone of them was married to Sir Thomas Willoughby,

ſecond ſon to Chriſtopher Willoughbie of Ereſbie, which Sir Thomas was likewiſe

lord chief juſtice of the common pleas; Eliza was married to Sir Thomas Totihurſt,

and a third was married to Thomas Wotton Eſq; Sir Thomas Willoughbie, ſon

and heir of Sir Thomas, who joined in a fine with his two uncles even now mentioned,

in the fixth year of Edward the fixth, and ſo by a mutual concurrence with them,

their united concern in Burwaſh was paſſed away to Mr. John and Mr. Robert

Seyliard of Delaware; in whoſe name and revenue, the title and property of this place

hath ever ſince kept ſo permanent an abode, that it is ſtill the inheritance of John

Seyliard Eſq; now of Delaware.

Bore-place, with the manor of Milbroke and Boreſell, was formerly the inheritance

as high as Henry the third, of a family which aſſumed its firname from hence,

and was called Bore, and likewiſe took into his arms a boar for his cogniſance. In

this family the right of theſe places ſucceſſively dwelt, till John Bore in the time of

Henry the ſixth tranſplanted his intereſt in them by ſale into John Alphew, by whoſe

co-heir they came over to her huſband Sir Robert Read, and from him they went

away by Katherine, one of his co-heirs, to Sir Thomas Willoughbie, whoſe great

grandchild Percivall Willoughbie, having married Bridget, one of the four co

heirs of Sir Percivall Willoughbie of Nottinghamſhire, deveſted himſelf of his title

to both theſe places, to improve his intereſt in that county, and not many years ſince

alienated them to Bernard Hide Eſq; of London, one of the commiſſioners of the

cuſtom houſe to the late king Charles, whoſe grandchild Mr. Bernard Hide, is upon

his father's deceaſe, now entered into their poſſeſſion of Milbroke and Bore-place: but

Boreſell now vulgarly called Bowſell, was ſold to Edmund Thomas, of Whitley near

Sevenoke, who is now in the enjoyment of it.

CHILHAM, in the hundred of Felborough, was by William the conqueror, as

the pages of Doomſday book inſtructs us, aſſigned to Fulbert de Dover under the no

tion of a whole knight's fee, for his aſſiſtance and aſſociation to John de Fiennes in

the guard of Dover caſtle, which eminent employment thus impoſed upon him, did

induce him to wave his original ſirname of Lucy, and aſſume one derived from his

office, yet Richard de Lucy, this man's ſon, did it ſeems take up again his primitive

firname, for when king John by his charter in the ſixteenth year of his reign, Cart. 24.

Num. 37. reſtores to Roſe de Dover, called in the Latin record Roheſia, the caſtle of

Chilham with all its appendages, he calls it there the land which was her grand.

father Richard de Lucy’s inheritance. This Roſe de Dover was ſometimes written

in old deeds de Lucy, in relation to which ſhe ſealed with three pikes; *ſhe married

Richard, baſe ſon to king John, by whom ſhe had two daughters and co-heirs, Lora

married to William de Marmion, and Iſabell eſpouſed to David de Strabolgie earl

of Athol, who in her right became lord of the caſtle and manor of Chilham, and

tranſmitted it to his ſon John earl of Athol, who for his frequent acts of hoſtility and

rebellion againſt Edward the firſt, in his conteſt with the Scots, being by the fate of

war made captive, was at Canterbury hanged on a gibbet fifty foot high, that he

In lor

called Rendeſley, and ſometimes Renneſley, but Thomas Willoughby, whoſe deſcendant Sirº:
before the latter end of Henry the ſixth, this family val Willoughby, conveyed this and Ewherſt in the

was languiſhed away, and then it came to confeſs eighth year of king James, to Mr. Nathaniel Stud

Alphew for proprietor, and not long after it de- ley, whoſe ſon and heir Nathaniel Studley, not

volved by one of his co-heirs to Robert Read, and long ſince, alienated this and Ewherſt in Spelherit,

from him the ſame fate carried his intereſt to Sir to Mr. Chriſtopher Knight.

* Fiſhes called Lucii in Latin.
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might be as eminent in his puniſhment as he was before conſpicuous in his crimes,

and being cut down half alive, had his head ſtrnck off, and his trunk caſt into the

fire, a ſavage manner of puniſhment, and hardly heard of before amongſt us; upon

his ſhipwreck and confiſcation of eſtate, it reſted in the demean of the crown, till

king Edward the ſecond, in the fifth year of his reign, as appears, parte prima Pat.

Edwardi ſecundi, granted the caſtle and manor of Chilham to Bartholomew lord Ba

deleſmer, who quickly after loſt it by his perfidiouſneſs and diſloyalty to that prince,

ſo that it returned to the crown; and the aboveſaid prince, as is evident by Pat. 15.

& 16. Edward ſecundi, reſtores the caſtle and manor with all the goods and chattels.

in it, which belonged to Bartholomew Badeleſmer, to David de Strabolgie, grand

child to the firſt David, for life only, which upon the expiration, was again united to

the royal revenue, and in the third year of king Edward the third’s government, it

was by patent granted to Bartholomew Badeleſmer, ſon to the aboveſaid lord Ba

deleſmer; and he dying in the twelfth year of king Edward the third, left it to his

brother Giles Badeleſmer, who deceaſed without iſſue, and ſo his four ſiſters became

his co-heirs; one of which called Margaret, by marrying William lord Roos of

Hamlake, united the caſtle and manor of Chilham, which accrued to her upon the

diviſion of the eſtate to his revenue, from whom ſucceſſively it did devolve by a con

tinued rivulet of deſcent, to his ſucceſſor Thomas lord Roſſe, who afferting the

cauſe and quarrel of the houſe of Lancaſter, was in a battle commenced between

Edmund Beaufort duke of Dorſet, and John Nevill, marquis Montacute, made cap

tive to the partiſans of the houſe of York, and in the third year of Edward the fourth,

ſealed his faith to that cauſe which he contended for, with the loſs of his head, which

was ſtruck off at Newcaſtle; but it ſeems the manor and caſtle of Chilham was

before this untimely fate of his, upon his being engaged in arms with the complices

of the houſe of Lancaſter, by Edward the fourth, in the firſt year of his reign, granted

to Sir John Scot of Scots-hall, one of his privy counſel, Pat. Anno pri. Edwardi

quarti parte 4. memb. 24. but it was but for life, for afterwards it returned to the

crown, and reſted there till Henry the eighth, by royal conceſſion, planted the pro

perty in Sir Thomas Cheyney, who inhabited here when Leland made his Kentiſh

perambulation, which was in the beginning of the reign of that prince, from whom

it came down to his ſon Henry, created baron Cheyney by queen Elizabeth, who

having by riot and confuſion and other exorbitant exceſſes, waited a noble and plen

tiful patrimony, in the tenth year of that queen's government, alienated the manor

and caſtle of Chilham to Sir Thomas Kempe, whoſe ſon Sir Thomas Kempe, con

cluded in four daughter and co-heirs, Dorothy married to Sir John Cutts, Anne mar

ried Sir Thomas Chichley, Amy married Sir Henry Skipwith, and Mary married

Sir Dudley Diggs, who being concerned in this eſtate, the three firſt by a joint con

currence, paſſed away their right to Sir Dudley Diggs and his lady, who was maſter

of the rolls in the year 1636, and a great aſſertor of his country’s liberty in the worſt

of times, when the ſluices of prerogative were opened, and the banks of the law were

almoſt overwhelmed with the innundations of it; from whom it deſcended to his

ſon . . . . . . Diggs Eſq; in whom the property and intereſt of this manor and caſtle

does ſtill continue. -

Eaſtry in this pariſh, was the ſeat of a family which was known by that firname,

and in ſeveral ancient deeds, which are not bounded or limited with any date, there

is mention of John de Eaſture, who lived here in the reign of Henry the third and

Edward the firſt; after this name was vaniſhed, the Apulderfields of Otterpley in

Challock, a younger branch of the Apulderfields of Bedmancore, were inveſted in

the poſſeſſion; and of this family was Henry de Apulderfield, who was ſheriff of

Kent the fifty firſt year of Edward the third, and proprietor of this place; but when

this family reſolved into a daughter and heir called Iſabel, ſhe by marrying John

Idelegh, who had a large income about Mepham, Chalk, and Cobham, caſt it into

the inheritance of that family, where it had not long remained, but a viciſſitude like

the former, carried it by Agnes the female heir of William Idelegh to Chriſtopher

Ellenden, who was maſter of a good eſtate about Seaſalter and Damian Bleane, which

name not many years after, ſhrunk into a daughter and heir likewiſe called Mary,

deſcended from Thomas Ellenden, who was about the reign of Henry the ſeventh,

married
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married to Edward Thwaits, ſo that in her right, that family became ſettled in the

inheritance of this place, and remained in the poſſeſſion, till in that age we ſtile our

grandfathers, it was by ſale tranſlated into Morton, deſcended from the ancient fa

mily of the Mortons of Millbourn St. Andrews in the county of Dorſet, whoſe ſuc

ceſſor Mr. George Morton, not many years ſince paſſed away his intereſt in it by ſale

to his uncle John Finch, baron of Fordwich, and lord keeper of the great ſeal in the

year 1640.

Youngs is another manor in Chilham, which by deeds of a very high gradation in

time, which ſtep into the reign of Edward the ſecond, appears to be the poſſeſſion

of a family of that appellation; and when that was decayed and worn out at this

place, the Beverleys, who were a family which had been planted at Tancrey iſland in

Fordwich ever ſince the latter end of the reign of Edward the third, were ingrafted

in the inheritance, and continued by an undiſſolved chain of ſeveral ages ſeated in the

propriety of it, till George Beverley, the laſt of this name at this place, in our grand

fathers remembrance, demiſed his right in it by ſale to George Barley, where the

title found no long abode, for he paſſed away his intereſt to Fleet, extračted from the

Fleets of Fleet in the iſleof Thanet, who ſuddenly after alienated it to Shepheard, from

which family, almoſt in our remembrance, it was by purchaſe brought over to own

the ſignory of Sir Dudley Diggs, who upon his deceaſe tranſmited it to his eldeſt ſon

- - - - - Diggs Eſq; in whom the preſent proprietor of it is fixed.

Dane court is a fourth manor within the limits of Chilham, not to be waved or

declined in this preſent ſurvey: it was anciently the patrimony of Thomas de Gar

winton of Welle in Littlebourn, and he held it, as appears by ancient court rolls, in

the reign of Edward the firſt, and Edward the ſecond, whoſe great grandchild Wil

liam Garwinton of Welle, in the eleventh year of Henry the fourth, dying without

iſſue, upon a ſerious debate and winnowing of collateral alliance, Joan, wife of Rich

ard Haut, was found to be his couſin and heir, and ſo this place became in her right

the inheritance of this family; but this man's ſon called Richard, likewiſe, not long

after deceaſing without iſſue male, Margery his only daughter, who was married to

William Iſaack, about the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, became his heir, and ſo

it fell under the juriſdićtion of that name, and remained entwined with the demean,

till about the beginning of the government of queen Elizabeth, it was by Edward

Iſaack ſold to Hales; from which family in that age our fathers lived in, by the ſame

conveyance, it went away to Spracklin, iſſued out from the Spracklins of St. Lau

rence in Thanet, in which name the poſſeſſion is at this inſtant reſident.

There is a place in this pariſh on the ſouth ſide of the river, ſtretched out on a

long green hill, which the common people (who bear the greateſt ſway in corrupting

of names) call Jelliberies Grave. The hiſtory itſelf will evidence the original deno

mination. It was about this place that Julius Caeſar reſpited his farther remove or

advance into the bowels of this iſland, upon the intelligence received that his fleet

riding in the roads at Lymen not far diſtant, had been much afflićted and ſhattered by

a tempeſt; whereupon he returned, and left his army for ten days encamped upon

the brow of this hill, till he had new careened and rigged his navy; but in his march

from hence was ſo vigorouſly encountered by the Britons, that he loſt with many

others, Leberius Durus, tribune and marſhal of the field, whoſe obſequies being per

formed with ſolemnities anſwerable to the eminence of his place and command, each

foldier as was then cuſtomary, bringing a certain quantity of earth to improve his

place of ſepulture into more note than ordinary, cauſed it ſo much to exceed the pro

portion of others elſewhere; and from hence it aſſumed the name of Julaber, whom

other vulgar heads, ignorant of the truth of the ſtory, have fancied to have been a

giant, and others of them have dreamed to have been ſome enchanter or witch.

It is probable the Romans built ſomething here at Chilham, for when Sir Dudley

Diggs digged down the ruins of the old caſtle, to make ſpace for the foundation of

that exact and elegant houſe which he there erected, there was the baſis of a more

ancient building diſcovered, and many oeconomical veſſels of the Roman antique

mode traced out in that place, beſides the keeper of the caſtle, which is yet preſerv

ed, hath a ſenate-houſe adorned and furniſhed with ſeats round about, ſhaped out of

an excellent durable ſtone. -

2 H Oldwives
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Oldwives Leas is the laſt place in the inventory of thoſe manors which lie within

the limits of Chilham. It was in elder orthography, written Old-woods Leas, as

being indeed the patrimony of a family ſo called, as appears by both deeds without

date, and of a more modern conſtitution, and continued lords of it until the reign of

Henry the ſixth, and then the daughter and heir general of John Oldwood, annexed

it to the inheritance of Paine, in which family it was without any pauſe or interrup

tion reſident almoſt until our fathers memory, and then this name was entombed in

four daughters and co-heirs; two of which by the firſt wife were married to Cob,

and Philipot of Feverſham, and the two others which were the iſſue by the ſecond

wife, were married to Petit and Prude; but this upon the diviſion of the eſtate into

portions, augmented the revenue of Cob, and is ſtill, for ought I know, wrapped up

in the demean of the heirs and deſcendants of this family.

Chilham by the influence and procurement of Alexander de Baliol, and Iſabell his

wife, had the grant of a market to be held weekly on the Tueſday, and a fair yearly

by the ſpace of three days, viz. the vigil, the day of the aſſumption of our lady,

and the day after, in the nineteenth year of Edward the firſt, which grant was renewed

and confirmed to Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer in the ninth year of Edward the ſe

cond, as appears Pat. 9. Edw, ſecundi, Num, 57.

CHILLENDEN in the hundred of Eaſtry, gave firname to a family ſo ſtiled, and

there is a recital in deeds very ancient, which extračt their original from the time of

Henry the third, of John de Chillenden, Edward and William de Chillenden, who

had an intereſt in this place in ages of a lower ſtep; the Bakers who were lords of

Caldham by Capell, were in the poſſeſſion of this place, and after they were gone out,

the family of Hunt, about thegovernment of Henry the ſixth, by purchaſe, were ſettled

in the inheritance; and here the title for two or three deſcents was ſucceſſively per

manent, and then the ſame inconſtant revolution which carried it to Hunt, wafted it

over from that name by ſale to Gaſon, which family I find to be of no deſpicable an

tiquity about Ickham and Track; and when it had for ſome years been linked to their

revenue, it was for ſome two or three ages ſince alienated to Hamon, anceſtor to

Anthony Hamon Eſq; into whom by original deſcent, the hereditary right of this

place is at this preſent collected.

CHISTLET in the hundred of Whitſtaple, was given to the ſee of Canterbury,

by Ethelbert king of Kent, under the notion of Ciſtelet; and here the arch-biſhops

of Canterbury erected a magnificent manſion, which they called Ford; and empaled

a certain proportion of land into the form of a park, as if they had judged it meet to

teſtify the firſt donation of this chriſtian prince, who by elečtion and deſign intended

it for a choſen portion of earth, devoted to the ſupport of this arch-biſhoprick.

CLIVE, formerly called Cloves-hoo, lies in the hundred of Shamell, called ſo

from its ſituation either on ſome elevated precipice, or elſe its being cloven or rent in

ſome part of it from the continent by water. It was in the conqueror's time called Bi

ſhops-Clive; and in the pages of Doomſday Book it is thus rated, Cliva eſt manerium

monachorum, & eſt de veſtitu eorum & in T. E. R. ſe defendebat pro II ſullings & dimidio

& eſt appretiatum XVI. However the place at preſent may be repreſented obſcure

and deſpicable, being ſhrunk from its former glory, yet in thoſe ages wherein the

Saxons flouriſhed, it was ennobled with ſeveral ſynods which were held here, both

national and provincial, wherein ſeveral rules and conſtitutions were enacted and

eſtabliſhed both to fetter up the exorbitances of the clergy, within the channels and

ſhores of the ordinances and decretals eccleſiaſtical, and likewiſe to impale the irre

gularities of the laity, who then began to be debauched into diſorder and exceſs,

within the reſtraints and boundaries of the laws temporal. I ſhall now exačtly un

weave them as they are regiſtered by the learned Spelman, in his exact collection of

the councels held before the conqueſt. The firſt was held in the year 742, under king

Ethelbald, and arch-biſhop Cuthbert; the ſecond under Ethelbald king of Mercia,

accompanied with the principal of his nobility, and arch-biſhop Cuthbert, inveſted

with his biſhops, abbots, and other eccleſiaſtical perſons, in the year 747; the

third
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third was celebrated under arch-biſhop Athelard in the year 798. The fourth ſynod

or councel was convened at this place under Kenulf king of the Mercians, and Athe

lard arch-biſhop of Canterbury in the year 8oo. The fifth was called together under

the aboveſaid king Kenulf, and arch-biſhop Athelard in the year 8o3. The ſixth

was aſſembled in the third year of Bernulfe, king of the Mercians in the year 822.

that prince himſelf, with Ulfred arch-biſhop of Canterbury, being both preſent and

preſident at it and over it: the reſult of this eminent ſynod, was to reſcue and reſtore

to the patrimony of the church, lands called Harges, Herefordinglond, Gedding,

and Combe; which by the ſacrilegious violence of ſome impious men, even in thoſe

times, had been raviſhed away from the eccleſiaſtical demean. Their eighth and laſt

was a ſmall ſynodal convention, collected into a body under the above-mentioned

king Bernulfe, and arch-biſhop Ulfred in the year of grace 824, and it is obſervable,

that in theſe aſſemblies, and in others recorded by Sir Henry Spilman either the king

immediately, or elſe ſome thane, (which was a dignity equivalent to our Engliſh baron)

who did perſonate the prince, was jointly preſident with the biſhop; that as one took

cogniſance of the affairs of the church, ſo the other managed the concerns and inte

reſt of the ſtate; and this was done with much of reaſon and prudence in the origi

nal conſtitution of theſe ſynods, for the mingling the divided intereſt of the laity and

clergy together, and making them mutually to interfere, extinguiſhed all jealouſy and

emulation between them, and by conſequence, all thoſe black effects and inconveni

ences, which are ſtill the retinue to thoſe two furies; for we cannot be ſo citizens of

the common-wealth, but we muſt be ſons of the church; nor ſo ſons of the church

(the temporal and ſpiritual intereſt are ſo complicated together) but we muſt in ſome

relation, be citizens of the common-wealth; and what cauſeth annoyance to the one,

creates diſturbance to the other; for like Hipocrate's twins they laugh and mourn,

live and die together. But to proceed, when this manor had for many ages, been

incorporated with the inheritance of the church, Henry the eighth judging the clergy

grown too luxuriant in a wide revenue, pruned off this, and Malingden, a manor

which was ever an appendage to Cliffe, as two ſuperfluous excreſcencies, and en

grafted them again in the royal demean; but ſuddenly after, Cliffe was by this

prince granted to George Brooke lord Cobham, and he left it to his ſon Sir William

Brooke lord Cobham, who enſtated it by entail on his ſecond ſon George Brooke,

and in defailance of iſſue male, by him ſurviving, to the next heir male of the name;

after this man was beheaded at Wincheſter, in the ſecond year of king James, this

devolved to his ſon Sir William Brooke, who dying without iſſue male, in the year

1643, Sir Joſeph Brooke now lord Cobham, became his heir.

Malingden was by queen Elizabeth granted to William Ewens, who quickly after

this conceſſion, transferred his intereſt in it by ſale to Brown, from whom by as ſudden

a decurſion, the title by purchaſe went into Sompner, who (in times which almoſt

attack our remembrance) ſold it away to Hills.

Perry-court in Cliffe, was always a limb of the revenue of the family of Cobham,

and ſo for many hundred years continued, till Henry Brooke lord Cobham, being

wound up in that fatal and myſterious deſign of the noble but unfortunate Sir Wal

ter Rawleigh, in the time of king James, forfeited this to the crown; but this ſeat

was by the aboveſaid prince, after the death of Frances. widow to the aboveſaid

Henry lord Brooke, granted to Robert Cecill earl of Saliſbury, in reverſion, who

married Elizabeth Brooke, this lord's ſiſter, and his ſon William earl of Saliſbury,

knight of the garter, and captain of the band of penſioners to his late majeſty, paſſed

it away by ſale to Bernard Hide Eſq; of London, whoſe grandchild Mr. Bernard

Hide does enjoy the preſent fee-ſimple of it.

Cardans is the laſt manor in Cliffe, which (until the publick diſſolution tore it off)

belonged to the Charter houſe in London; and being thus raviſhed away, was by

Henry the eighth in the thirty firſt year of his reign, granted to Thomas Gethins; from

which family not many years ſince, it paſſed away by ſale to Oliver Leder, and was

lately, if it be not ſtill, in the tenure and poſſeſſion of that name.

ſºft-Cliºs, vulgarly called Weſt-Cliff, in the hundred of Bewſborough, was the

patrimonial inheritance of the lord Cobham of Sterborough caſtle in Surry, a

younger
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younger branch of the lord Cobham of Cobham; Reginald de Cobham, ſecond ſon

of John de Cobham, was ſummoned to parliament as baron of Sterborough in the

twenty ſecond year of Edward the third, and died poſſeſſed of this manor, and much

other land in Kent and Surry, in the forty firſt year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſt.

Num. 15. and ſo it remained interwoven for ſome deſcents with the demean of this

family, till Thomas lord Cobham, this man’s great grandchild, reſolved into Ann

Cobham, who was his female heir, who by being married to Edward Borough lord

Gainſborough, linked this to his demean and property; but it was unlooſened in Tho

mas lord Borough, this man's grandchild, who in the reign of queen Elizabeth alie

nated his intereſt in it Guibon, whoſe grandchild Mr. Thomas Guibon is inveſted in

the inſtant poſſeſſion of it.

Bere-court or manor in this pariſh, was formerly a parcel of the demean of a fami

ly who in times more ancient fell under this denomination; William de Bere was bai

liff of Dover, and was to account the profits to the conſtable of Dover Caſtle, anno

ſecundo Edwardi primi, Memb. 19. & anno quarto Edwardi primi, Memb. 34. After this

family had waved the poſſeſſion of this place, the Tookes were ſettled in the inherit

ance, and by a decurſion of many ages, have brought down the inheritance to Mr.

Charles Tooke, who is the inſtant poſſeſſor of Bere.

COBHAM in the hundred of Shamell, afforded a ſeat and ſirname to that noble

and ſplendid family, who from hence borrowed the original denomination of Cobham,

and certainly this place was the cradle or ſeminary of perſons, who in elder

times were inveſted in places of as ſignal and principal a truſt or eminence

as they could move in, in the narrow orbe of a particular county. Henry de

Cobham was one of the recognitores magnæ aſſe in the firſt year of king John, who

were in ſome proportion equivalent to the judges itinerant, for they took cogniſance

of all cauſes criminal, declared to be ſo by the laws then in force, and likewiſe deter

mined in fundry actions of a meer civil aſpect, either real, perſonal, or mixt. Regi

nald de Cobham ſon of John de Cobham, was ſheriff of Kent from the beginning of

the thirty third year of Henry the third, to the end of the fortieth year of the ſaid

prince, and was again ſheriff in the forty ſecond year of the abovementioned prince,

in which year he died, and Roger de Northwood and his other executors, anſwered

for the remainder of the year. Sir Henry de Cobham was ſheriff of Kent, the twenty

, ninth, thirtieth, and part of the thirty firſt year of Edward the firſt; he is written in

the rolls of the arms of the knights of Kent, Henry Cobham le Uncle, that is, he was

uncle to the lord Cobham; he lies buried in Shorne church, with his portraiture,

armed in mail and croſs-legged, with a baron's robes caſt over; but whether he was

aćtually engaged in the defence of the croſs and ſepulchre of Chriſt againſt the aſſaults

of infidels, is uncertain; for it was cuſtomary in thoſe times, if they did but vow to

undertake the protećtion of the croſs in the chriſtian quarrel, to inſculp their figures

upon their ſepulchres armed and croſs-legged. Sir Henry de Cobham, Sir Reginald

de Cobham, Sir Stephen de Cobham, and Sir Henry de Cobham le Uncle, are en

rolled in the regiſter of thoſe knights who were aſſiſtant to king Edward the firſt, in

the ſiege of Carlaverock in Scotland, in the twenty eighth year of his reign. Sir Hen

ry de Cobham aboveſaid, was ſheriff of Kent in the firſt and ninth years of Edward

the ſecond; Stephen de Cobham, ſon and heir of this Sir Henry, was ſheriff of Kent

the eighth, ninth and tenth years of Edward the third; Thomas de Cobham was ſhe

riff of Kent in the firſt year of Richard the ſecond; John de Cobham was one of the

conſervators of the peace in this county in the third, fifth, ſixth, ninth, twelfth and

eighteenth years of Edward the third, a place of no ſmall conſequence in that age, the

end of it being to appeaſe tumults, regulate and bridle the diſorders and exceſſes of all

irregular perſons, whether felons, outlaws, or other malefactors of what complexion

ſoever; and laſtly, to ſecure the peace of the county from all eruptions, either home

bred cr foreign: this man had iſſue Thomas lord Cobham, father to John lord Cob

ham, in whom the male line determined, ſo that Joan became his daughter and heir,

who firſt married John Delapole, and ſecond to Sir John Oldcaſtle, by whom ſhe had

only a daughter that died an infant, and thirdly to Reginald Braybrook, who

died (as appears by the inſcription on his tomb, in Cobham church) in the year

1433,
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1433, and by him ſhe had only Joan, who was heir to them both, and ſhe by marry

ing Thomas Brook Eſq; of the county of Somerſet, knit Cobham and a large income

beſides, to her huſband's patrimony, and this man had iſſue by her, Sir Edmund

Broke, who was ſummoned to parliament as baron of Cobham, in the twenty

third year of Henry the ſixth, and he was, in the dire&t line, anceſtor to Hen

ry Broke lord Cobham, lord warden of the cinque ports in the firſt year of king James,

who being too deeply concerned in the deſign of Sir Walter Rawleigh, which was

(as ſome who pretend to unravel it in the whole web, by private colluſion and treaty

with count Aremberg, the Spaniſh legate, to draw over ſome forces from Flanders, by

whoſe powerful concurrence they might engage this nation in the flame of civil con

tention, ſince from that they expected their light, though others wrap it up in ſo

many veils and umbrages that the whole ſcene of this attempt becomes perplexed

and myſterious) made the forfeiture of his eſtate here at Cobham, though not his life,

become the price of his undertaking, which being thus rent away by this eſcheat

from the patrimony of this family, was ſoon after, by king James, inveſted by grant

in his kinſman Lodowick Stuart, duke of Lenox, who expiring without iſſue, it did

ſucceſſively devolve to his nephew James duke of Lenox; upon whoſe late deceaſe,

it is come over to . . . . . . his dutcheſs dowager, only daughter to George Williers

duke of Buckingham, in whom the blood of thoſe three noble families, Williers,

Manours, and Beaumont, appears to be concentered. -

Cobham-college was founded by John, baron Cobham of Cobham, in the year

1362, for a maſter and chaplains to pray for the ſouls of him, his anceſtors, and

ſucceſſors.

Cobham-bury lies likewiſe in this pariſh, and was always eſteemed as an appendant

manor of Cobham, having originally and ſucceſſively the ſame proprietors; and

being found wrapped up in the patrimony of the unfortunate Henry lord Cobham,

it eſcheated upon his attainder to the crown; and was ſuddenly after, by king James,

granted to Robert earl of Saliſbury, whoſe ſon and heir, the right honourable William

Cecil, earl of Saliſbury, ſome few years ſince transferred his right in it by ſale to one

Zachary King, of Watford in the county of Hertford.

Henberſ is the laſt place of note in Cobham, which, as the records in Rocheſter

inform me, was given to the priory of Leed’s caſtle by Robert de Crevequer, upon

his foundation of that cloiſter, and continued folded up in its revenue, until the

whirlwind of the general ſuppreſſion rent it off, and king Henry the eighth granted

it to George lord Cobham, who immediately after, conveyed it to George Harpur

Eſq; whoſe ſon Sir Edward Harpur, about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, paſſed

away his concern here to Mr. Thomas Wright; from whom it deſcended to his ſon

and heir George Wright Eſq; who dying without iſſue, gave it to his kinſman Sir

George Wright, and his ſon, not many years ſince, ſurrendered it by ſale to doctor

Obert, phyſician to the late queen Mary.

The tythes of this manor were given by one Goſcelinus (as the firſt book of com

oſitions at Rocheſter diſcovers to me) in the year 1091, to the priory of St. Andrews

in that city, which upon the ſuppreſſion were by king Henry the eighth, granted to

George Brook lord Cobham, which upon the attainder of his unfortunate grandchild

Henry lord Cobham in the ſecond year of king James, returned to the crown; and

here the property made its abode until the late king Charles, by his royal conceſſion,

made them the inheritance of Stephen Alcock Eſq; of Rocheſter.

Cobham had the grant of a market weekly on the Monday, and a fair yearly on the

day of St. Mary Magdalen, procured to be obſerved there at thoſe ſtated times above

ſaid, by John lord Cobham, in the forty firſt year of Edward the third.

Becauſe I had mentioned before, and ſhall have frequent occaſion to mention here

-after, thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen who were embarked with Edward the firſt in his

vićtorious and triumphant expedition into Scotland, and were dignified with the

order of knighthood for their aſſiſtance given to that prince, in his ſucceſsful and

auſpicious ſiege of Carlaverock, in the twenty eighth year of his reign, I ſhall repre

fent to the reader, a liſt which I have collected from an authentic roll, gleaned from

very ancient regiſters and other records, by º: eminent antiquary RobertGlover Eſq;

2 - Sir
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Sir Henry de Cobham -

Sir Reginald de Cobham, of Cobham and Roundal in Shorn.

Sir Stephen de Cobbam

Sir Henry de Cobbam le Uncle

Sir Simon de Leybourn

Sir Henry de Leybourn, of Leybourn caſtle

Sir jeffrey de Say de Birling

Sir Ralph de St. Leger

Sir jobn de St. Leger of Ulcomb

Sir Thomas de St. Leger

Sir jeffrey de Lucy

Sir Aymery de Lucy of Newington Lucies

Sir Thomas de Lucy

Sir jobn de Northwood

Sir john de Northwood, his ſon, of Northwood in Milton

| Sir john de Savage

Sir Thomas de Savage of Bobbing-court

Sir Roger de Savage

Sir Stephen de Coſington : in another old roll there is mention of Sir William

de Cofington, it is probable they were diſtinct perſons, but both of Cofington-hall
in Alresford. -

Sir Peter de Huntingfield of Weſt-Wickham

Sir Robert de Crevequer, but of what place is not mentioned in the roll.

Sir Simon de Crioll of Walmer

Sir Maurice de Bruin de Bekenham

Sir Bartholomew de Burgherſ of Plumſted

Sir Fulk de Peyferer

Sir William de Peyferer of Ottringden

Sir Robert de Shurland of Shurland in Shepey

Sir Alexander de Cheyney of Patrickſbourn Cheyney

Sir Thomas de Bickmor

Sir john de Bicknor of Bicknor

Sir Robert de Septuans of Milton Septuans

Sir Henry Fitz-Aucher of Loſenham in Newenden

Sir john de Hadloe of Court at Street

Sir William de Valoigns of Repton in Aſhford

Sir William de Baſing of Kenardington

Sir Simon de Crey

Sir William de Crey of Pauls Crey

Sir Stephen de Graveſend of Nutſted

Sir john de Champneys, of what place is not mentioned, but it is probable of

Champneys in Pauls-Crey.

Sir Robert de Eaſtangrave of Eaſtangrave in Eden bridge.

Sir John Abell of Hering hill in Erith

Sir Nicholas de Malmains of Malmains in Stoke

Sir Richard de Rokeſley of Rokeſley in North-Crey

Sir jeffrey de Cammill of Weſterham

Sir john Segrave of Folkſton

Sir William Peche

Sir Robert Peche of Lullingſton

Sir john de Newenham of Newenham

COLDRED in the hundred of Eaſtrie, was a branch of that eſtate which related

to the fraternity of the Maiſon de Dieu in Dover, to which in the fourteenth year of

Elizabeth the firſt, they obtained a charter of free-warren, which was looked upon

in that age, as a privilege of vaſt extent and circumference; upon the diſſolution in

the reign of Henry the eighth, it was by royal conceſſion from that prince, added to

the
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the demean of Richard Monins Eſq; great grandfather to Sir Edward Monins ba

ronet, to whoſe ſignory and juriſdiction the property of this place at this inſtant

ſubmits itſelf. -

Pop/ball in this pariſh, was anciently wrapt up in the demean of Orlanſton of Orlan

ſton. William de Orlanſton held it, as appears by an eſcheat roll marked with the

number 86, in the reign of Henry the third, and tranſmitted it to his ſon William

de Orlanſton, who in the fifty firſt year of the abovementioned prince, obtained a

charter of free-warren to his lands at Orlanſton and Popſhall; from him it deſcended

to William de Orlanſton, who had iſſue John de Orlanſton, who held it in poſſeſſion

at his deceaſe, which was in the forty ſixth year of Edward the third, and had iſſue

William Orlanſton, who by ſale, tranſplanted the intereſt of this place into Richard

Berham; in which family, after the title had for ſome generations been reſident, a

viciſſitude of the ſame reſemblance with the former, caſt it into the poſſeſſion of

Horne, branched out from the Hornesof Horns-place in Apuldore, who after ſome few

years inveſtiture in the property of Popſhall, determined in adaughterand heir, who was

married to John Diggs, from whom in a direét line, Sir Dudley Diggs of Chilham

caſtie was extraćted, who alienated his right in this placeto Sir William Monins knight

and baronet, whoſe ſon Sir Edward Monins baronet, enjoys the inſtant fee-fimple of it.

COLDHAM in the hundred of Rokeſley, is in the pages of Doomſday book

written Caudham, which denotes the bleak and chill ſituation of it. In the twen

tieth year of William the conqueror, it was parcel of the demean of Gilbert de Mag

ninot, being involved in thoſe knights fees which were aſſigned to him to be aſſiſtant

to John de Fiennes in the defence of Dover caſtle, and in this name, after it had

ſome three deſcents been lodged, this manor went away about the beginning of king

Stephen to William de Say, with the daughter and heir of this family. William de

Say, this man’s ſon, is in the front or van of that regiſter, which comprehends the

names of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen who were embarked in the holy quarrel with

Richard the firſt at the ſiege of Acon. Geffrey de Say was one of the recognitores

magne aſſe in the ſecond year of king John, the nature of which office, and the

latitude of its authority, truſt and concern, I have before unfolded at Cobham."

Geffrey de Say was with Edward the firſt at the fiege of Carlaverock, in the twenty

eighth year of his reign, and for his noted ačtings there, was honoured by that prince

with knighthood, and died poſſeſſed of this manor in the fifteenth year of Edward the

ſecond, and had the repute of a baron at his deceaſe, as had all his ſucceſſors likewiſe,

holding Birling, Couldham, and other places of that tenure, which is ſtiled per la

roniam. Geffrey de Say had view of frank-pledge here in the eighth year of Edward

the third, and was engaged with that prince in the thirteenth year of his reign, in his

triumphant deſigns upon France. Sir William Say was his ſon and heir, who went

out from his tabernacle of human frailty in the forty third year of Edward the third,

Rot. Eſc. Num, 43. and bequeathed his eſtate here at Coldham to Geffrey de Say

his only ſon ſurviving, who going out in two daughters and co-heirs, Joan one of them

married to Sir William Fiennes, from whom deſcended James Fiennes his ſecond ſon,

who was ſummoned to parliament at Bury, as baron Say and Seale, the firſt of March

in the twenty fifth year of the aboveſaid prince, and +Richard Fiennes eldeſt ſon, who

married Joan ſole heir of Thomas Dacres, eldeſt ſon of Thomas lord Dacres of Hurſt

monſeaux, who had this manor by deſcent from his father; from whom in a continu,

ed ſeries it came down to Gregory Fiennes lord Dacres, who in the thirty ſixth year

of queen Elizabeth, died without iſſue, and ſo Sampſon Lenard Eſq; by marrying

Margaret his ſiſter and heir, became heir to Couldham, and a large inheritance be

ſides, and his ſon Henry Lenard, in the reign of king James, was created baron

Dacres, from whom Francis Lenard, now lord Dacres, and proprietor of this manor

is lineally extracted. -

The manor of Apulderfield, by contraćtion now called Apurfield, lies in the

precinéts of this pariſh, which was long time poſſeſſed by gentlemen that took their

firname from thence, and branched numerouſly into divers parts of this ſhire. Henry

de Apulderfield in the thirty eighth of Henry the third, obtained a grant of a fair

and market to his manor of Apulderfield. In the eleventh year of Henry*
- Onn

* William de Say was with Henry the third in t This Richard Fiennes was createdwº Da

his expedition into Gaſcony, in the thirty ſeventh cres in the ſeventh of Henry the ſixth.

year of his reign.



I 24. V I L L A R E C A N T I A N U M ; OR,

John de Inſula had a charter of free-warren granted to his manor of Apulderfield,

which was renewed to Stephen de Aſhway in the thirty eighth year of Edward the

third, who had a free chapel annexed to it; and in this family of Aſhway did the title

of this place for many generations ſettle, till at laſt the common viciſſitude of pur

chaſe, made it the demean of Denny, from whom it came over by the ſame alienation

to Fiennes, and is now in right of Margaret Fiennes, fifter to Gregory lord Dacres,

married to Sampſon Lenard, devolved to his grandchild Francis Lenard the preſent

lord Dacres.

The hamlet of Bettred, is the laſt place confiderable in Coldham or Coudham; it

was in elder times the inheritance of Richard de Cherfholt, who was diſcharged of

reveſhip by Jeffrey de Say, in the fifteenth year of Edward the ſecond, which lord it

ſeems bore a particular affečtion to this place: for in the ſeventh year of Edward the

third, he brings a pleading for a yearly fair to be kept at this hamlet, on the day of

St. Lawrence, that is, on the tenth day of Auguſt, which was allowed by John de

Stonar, then one of the juſtices itinerant: but to go on, this above-mentioned

Richard dying without iſſue male, his daughter and heir who was married to Willi

am de Manning, knit it to the poſſeſſion of this family: he died the ſeventeenth year

of Edward the third, and was ſon of Stephen de Manning, of whom there is mention

in old deeds which have an aſpect upon the third, fourteenth, eighteenth,

and twenty third years of Edward the firſt, and he was deſcended from Simon de Man

ning, to whom John de Silveſter of Weſterham, demiſes land by deed in the four

teenth year of Richard the firſt, and who (as an old pedigree which relates to this

family, doth record) was engaged in the holy war, in defence of the croſs and ſe

pulchre of our ſaviour, againſt the Saracens and infidels under Richard the firſt, and

from this Simon de Manning, Mr. Samuel Manning now of London, and Mr. Ed

ward Manning of Kevington, are by ſucceſſive right, derived to them by many

deſcents, originally and lineally extracted.

COSMUS-DAMIANUS-BLEANE, lies in the hundred of Whitſtaple, and

contains three places in the boundaries of it, which may fall under a ſurvey. The

firſt is Well-court which was anciently parcel of that eſtate which did own the

family of at-Leeze for its poſſeſſors. Sir Richard at Leeze died poſſeſſed of it in the

year 1394, but going out without iſſue, Marcellus at Leeze was his brother and heir,

who concluded in two daughters and co-heirs, Lucy firſt married to John Norton,

and after to William Langley of Knolton in Kent, by both whom ſhe had iſſue; and

Cicily married to Valentine Barret of Perry court: but Norton and Langley, as heirs

to the eldeſt daughter, ſhared the eſtate here at Well court; and for many years did

their intereſt remain thus interwoven, till in the eleventh year of Henry the eighth,

Thomas ſon of John Langley, releaſed all his right in this place to his kinſman Sir

John Norton, and he in the third year of Edward the ſixth, paſſes away his concern

in it by ſale to Thomas Green, whoſe ſucceſſors George and Thomas Green, in the

ſeventh year of King James, alienated it by mutual concurrence to John Beſt, in

whoſe poſterity the title and property is at this inſtant reſident.

The ſecond is Lambert lands, a manor which is couched partly within the limits of

Hernhill, and partly within the verge of this pariſh; it was in elder times an append

age to the revenue of Feverſham abbey; but when the ſtorm of ſuppreſſion, which

happened in the government of the reign of Henry the eighth, had raviſhed it away

from the patrimony of the church, and lodged it in the crown, it was by that prince

in the thirty fixth year of his reign, granted to Thomas Arden; but it ſeems it was

but for life, for after he was barbarouſly aſſaſſinated by his wife, and her inhuman

complices in the reign of Edward the ſixth, and left no iſſue, that prince granted it

to Sir Henry Criſpe of Quekes, in whoſe poſterity the title was permanent, till that

age our fathers lived in, and then it was alienated to Sir John Wild of Canterbury,

in which name it had not many years been reſident, but it was conveyed to Mr. Huet

a miniſter, in whom or his heirs the poſſeſſion does yet remain conſtant.

Hoad-court is, and always was, part of the demean of Eaſt-bridge hoſpital, holding

of the maſter thereof. Eaſt-bridge, was formerly an inn, for poor devout pilgrims,

who came to offer up their viſits and orizons to the ſhrine of Thomas Becket, after

the demoliſhing of which, in the reign of Henry the eighth, this hoſpital ſprung up

Ollt
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out of its ruins, and in the reign of queen Elizabeth, Dr. . . . . Lawes being then

maſter of Eaſt-bridge hoſpital, it was granted for three lives to *Sir Jo, Bois, a per

ſon of an exemplary and regular life, as appears by his diffuſive charity, for he

founded Jeſus's hoſpital in the ſuburbs of North-gate in Canterbury, which he fur

niſhed with eight brothers, four ſiſters, and a warden, all very plentifully provided

for; he died without iſſue and left his eſtate here to his nephew Mr. Thomas Bois,

who erected for him a magnificent tomb in the nave or body of Chriſt-church, which

the aſſaults of impious and ſavage hands have demoliſhed utterly and defaced; but

though this monument be thus cruſhed into uncomely ruins, yet he hath tranſmitted

his fame to poſterity, which, when all the gaudy and pompous trophies of art languiſh

and ſhrink into their own aſhes, ſhall ſtand both braſs to his tomb and marble to

his ſtone: but to proceed, from Mr. Thomas Bois abovementioned, is the property

of this manor devolved to his grandchild John Bois Eſq; a perſon who for his ingeni- -

ous and candid love to literature, may be juſtly ſaid to be worthy of better times, but

fit for theſe; that is, though his merit ſhould have been calculated for the beſt of

days, yet it is made more eminent by his ſupport of learning in the worſt.

COWDEN in the hundred of Somerden and Weſterham, did ancienly with its re.

venue, ſupport the college of Lingfield in Surry, till the publick diſſolution came and

tore it off, and then it was by Henry the eighth, granted to Henry earl of Arundel,

from whom it ſuddenly after devolved by ſale to Wickenden, whoſe grandchild not

many years fince deceaſing, left it divided between his two ſons, one of which hath

lately alienated his moiety to Aſhdown, though the other portion ſtill continues in the

name of Wickenden.

The Moat is an eminent ſeat in Cowden, which for many generations confeſſed

the ſignory of a family called Coſin or Coſins, as is evident from ſeveral deeds of cer

tain parcels of land which relate to this manſion, as the capital meſſuage, which were

conveyed, ſome by ſale, ſome by reſignation, from one Coſin to another. Whence

this family was originally extraćted, I cannot collect, becauſe the evidences of this place

(from which I am to borrow my intelligence) extend no higher than this family, yet

it is probable their firſt cradle was in Norfolk, where in elder times they were eminent:

for in the fixteenth year of Edward the ſecond, I find one John Coſin obtained licenſe

by patent, to found a chantry at Norwich, as appears, Pat. anno 16. E. 2. Parte ſº

canda Memb. 4. but whether this family feated here were derived from him immedi

ately or not, is uncertain. Sure I am, that after they had for many deſcents been

planted here, about the latter end of Henry the fixth, it began to crumble away;

É. in the thirty ſecond year of that prince, William Coſin by deed paſſed it away to

William Hextall, William Gainsford, and Nicholas Gainsford, in the fifth year of

Edward the fourth; Hextall ſurrenders all his intereſt here to William Gainsford Eſq;

ſo he is written in the deed, and from him did it deſcend to Nicholas Gainsford,

whom I find to be a juſtice of the peace for Suſſex and Kent in the reign of Henry

the ſeventh, and from him is that family ſucceſſively branched out, who are the in

ſtant proprietors of this place.

Wayſirode is another obſcure manor in this pariſh, which was the poſſeſſion of as ob

ſcure a family, which bore that firname, who continued lords of the fee, until the

beginning of Henry the fixth, and then it was paſſed away to May, in which name

it had not been permanent until the latter end of that prince, but the ſame revolution

conveyed it into the poſſeſſion of a family whoſe firname was Still, in whoſe ſucceſſ.

ors the title hath remained ſo conſtant, that the inheritance of this place is at this inſtant

reſident in this name and family.

COWLING in the hundred of Shamell, had ſtill the barons Cobham, of Cobham

(of whom I have diſcourſed ſo largely at this place) for poſſeſſors, and came down

along with them to John lord Cobham, who expired in Joan Cobham his daughter

and heir, who was firſt married to John Delapole, ſecondly to Sir John Oldcaſtle,

who for afferting the doćtrine of the Lollards, notwithſtanding his many great at

chievements in military commands, which rendered him gracious with his prince, and

glorious in our chronicles, he wasin the firſt year of Henry the fifth, quite ſubverted by

a Romiſh tempeſt raiſed by the eccleſiaſticks of thoſe times, and martyred in a moſt

- 2 K inhuman

• He was ſteward to five arch-biſhops of Canterbury, judge of the Chancery at Dover, under three

iord Wardens, and recorder of Canterbury.
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inhuman manner, by hanging him firſt, and burning his body alſo; thirdly, ſhe

was married to Reginald Braybrook, by whom ſhe had only Joan her daughter and

heir, who married Thomas Brook Eſq; of the county of Somerſet, from whom de

ſcended William lord Brook lord warden of the cinque ports in the reign of queen

Elizabeth, who gave this manor to George Brooke his ſecond ſon; and he being un

happily entangled in that myſterious deſign of his brother Henry lord Cobham, and

Sir Walter Rawleigh, by the loſs of his head at Wincheſter, did expiate this unhap.

py undertaking; but this being ſettled by entail and marriage alſo upon his ſon, who

was in this latter age known by the name of Sir William Brook, was by king James

reſtored to this perſon then in his minority, upon whoſe deceaſe it deſcended to Sir

John Brook, as the heir male of the family, who was created lord Brook by the late

king at Oxford.

Cowling-caſtle was erected by John lord Cobham by conceſſion from Richard the

ſecond, as appears Pat. 4 Richardi ſecundi; which grant of his in the whole tenure of

of it, he cauſed to be inſcribed in a large table of ſtone upon the front of the caſtle;

ſo careful was he to conform to the laws of the land, which had a particular aſpect

upon private embattling, a ſpecies of fortification, prohibited ſº faëla fuerit ſine

licentia domini regis. -

The manor of Mortimers in this pariſh, was the patrimony of gentlemen of that

ſirname. Hugh de Mortimer, who had a grant of a fair to Cliff, in the forty firſt year

of Henry the third, was poſſeſſor of this place; in ages of a lower deſcent, John

Mortimer (who in the eleventh year of Edward the third, was to provide an hobler

or light horſeman, for the ſecurity of the coaſt about Genlade in Hoo) lived at this

place, which had long before born the name of his anceſtors. After this family had

left it, the Inglefields, a noble family in Berkſhire, deſcended from *Haſculfus de

Inglefield, who flouriſhed about the latter end of king Canutus, where by purchaſe

engrafted in the poſſeſſion; and here in this name did the title ſettle, till about the

latter end of Henry the ſeventh, and then it was alienated to John Sidley Eſq; audi

tor to that prince; from Sidley it went over by purchaſe to Polhill, anceſtor to George

Polhill, Eſquire, eldeſt ſon of SirThomas Polhill, who is the preſent poſſeſſor of it.

CRUNDALL in the hundred of Wye, was one of the ſeats of the noble and anci

ent family of Hadloe, who had here a manſion which at this day perpetuates their me

mory, and is called Hadloe-place. Johnde Hadloe had a charterof free warren to Crun

dall and Hadloe, in the firſt year of Edward the third; he was ſon to John de Hadloe,

who died ſeized of it in the eleventh year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 25.

Of this family was Nicholas Hadloe ſon of Edmund de Hadloe, who ended in Ama

bilia Hadloe, who married Honewood of Honewood in Poſtling: but Crundall and

Hadloe were ſold away before to Waretius de Valoigns, by whoſe daughter and

co-heir they came over to Thomas de Aldon, and in that name they continued ſeveral

deſcents, until the former fatality brought it to languiſh into a female heir, who was

married to Heron of the county of Lincoln, who, deſirous to draw all his eſtate into

an entire bulk, paſſed away his eſtate here to Kempe; and there it had no long con

tinuance neither, for by Mary, one of the co-heirs of Sir Thomas Kempe, it went

away to Sir Dudley Diggs, who ſuddenly after diveſted himſelf of his right to Crun

dall and Hadloe-place, and in our fathers memory paſſed them away by ſale to

Mr. . . . . . Gay.

Tremworth in this pariſh, was one of the ancient manſions of Valoigns. Allan de

Valoigns, who was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty firſt, thirty ſecond, thirty third, and

thirty fourth years of Henry the ſecond, had his reſidence here as well as at Repton

in Aſhford, and is often written in the pipe rolls of thoſe years Valoigns de Trem

worth ; from this man did deſcend Waretius de Valoigns, who in the fourteenth

year of Edward the third, obtained a charter of free-warren to his lands at Tremworth,

Hougham, and other places in Kent, and in whom the male line failed, for he con

cluded in two daughters and co-heirs, one of whom was married to Aldon, and ſo

Tremworth came to own the juriſdićtion and dominion of that family: and here it

remained for divers deſcents, till time, that with ſucceſſive viciſſitudes rolls all

things into their determined period, brought this family to find its tomb in a female

heir,

* Ex veteri Rotul, familia de Inglefield, t See more of Valoigns at Swerdlin in Petham.
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heir, who was married to Heron; from which family, about the reign of Henry the

eighth, it paſſed away by ſale to Kempe, of which family was Sir Thomas Kempe,

who dying without iſſue male, left it to his brother Mr. Reginald Kempe; and he

had iſſue Thomas Kempe, who deceaſing without children, this Thomas's two

ſiſters, married to Clark and Denny, became his heirs, and upon the diviſion of the

eſtate, Tremworth was caſt into the revenue of Denny, by whoſe daughter and heir

it is lately become the demean of Mr. Robert Filmer, ſecond ſon of Sir Robert Fil

mer of Sutton, not long ſince deceaſed.

Winchcomb is an ancient ſeat likewiſe in Crundall, which ever ſince the reign of

Edward the ſecond, hath acknowledged the Carters (as appears by private evidences)

for its uninterrupted proprietors, and is ſtill in the tenure and poſſeſſion of that name

and family.

CUCKSTON, anciently written CUCKLESTON, lies in the hundred of Tot

lingtrough, and was given to the church of Rocheſter by Ethelwolfe, ſon of king

Egbert, firſt monarch of the Engliſh Saxons' : this king Ethelwolfe after his deceaſe,

which happened to be about the year 587, was (for his ſeveral and exemplary acts of

charity and pious munificence towards the church, of which Cuckſton, till theſe un

happy times raviſhed it away, ſtood a viſible moment) recorded to the regiſter of faints.

Whornes-place in this pariſh, was erected by Sir William Whorne or Horne, who was

lord mayor of London in the year 1487, upon which (though he ſettled his name) he

could not ſo faſten it to his family, but that the next age by purchaſe brought it over

to Vane, where the title had not long fixed, but the viciſſitude of ſale alienated it to

Barnwell, who about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, ſold it to Nicholas Lewſon

Eſq; of the county of Stafford, whoſe great grandchild Sir Richard Lewſon, deſirous

to ſettle himſelf in his own county, where a vaſt eſtate lay ſpread, which had been

tranſmitted to him from his anceſtors, paſſed away this by ſale to John Marſham

Eſq; originally extracted from the Marſhams of Norfolk, where many years before

they had flouriſhed under no contemptible eſtimate.

D.

ARENT, in the hundred of Acſtane, is very often written North-Darent; it be.

longed in the conqueror's time to the arch-biſhop of Canterbury, (as the record

called Domeſday-book inſtructs me) and was exchanged for the manor of Lambeth

by Hubert Walter, arch-biſhop, lord chancellor, and lord chief juſtice, with Gil

bert Glanvill, biſhop of Rocheſter, in the year of our lord 197, which exchange was

afterwards confirmed by Richard the firſt.

Saint Margaret-hills, now united to this pariſh, had formerly a church, which being

decayed, and the congregation diminiſhed, it was by cardinal Pole, in the year 1557,

incorporated into Darent. It was anciently, and is ſo ſtill diſtinguiſhed by the name

of St. Margaret-hills, which additional charaćter it borrowed from a family originally

called Hells, and then by tradition and vulgar corruption afterwards ſtiled Hills; a

family which had large poſſeſſions both here at Dartford, and at Aſh likewiſe by

Sandwich; John de Hells had a charter of free-warren to his manors at Hells and

his eſtate at Dartford, in the ſeventeenth year of Edward the firſt; and from this John

de Hells did Sir Edmund Hills deſcend; and he, about the beginning of Edward the

fixth, alienated this manor to Lane, whoſe ſon Sir Henry Lane went out in a daugh

ter and heir called Martha, who married Edward Rolt, deſcended from the Roults of

Bedfordſhire; in right of which alliance Mr. Thomas Rolt, his grandchild, is now in

veſted in the poſſeſſion of this place.

DARTFORD gives name to that hundred wherein it is ſituated, and before the

foundation of the nunnery, was a manor which was wrapt up in the demean of

the crown; there was a family called Tingewike, which had it in leaſe, for when

king Edward the third, Pat. An primi Edw. tertii Memb, 6. granted the royalties.
of

§ See Textus Roffenſis.
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of the manor of Dartford, to Edmund of Woodſtock earl of Kent, paying as a rent

ſervice 3ol. per annum; it is mentioned in the patent that he ſhould hold them all

in as ample a manner as Alice Tingewike formerly had done: upon his deceaſe, it re

verts to the crown, and the ſame king Edward in the year 1355, and in the fiftieth

year of his reign, erects here a nunnery, whoſe lady-abbeſs and the nuns of the con

vent were for the moſt part, in ſucceeding times, eleēted into this cloiſter out of the

nobleſt family in the nation. Upon the ſuppreſſion, king Henry the eighth converted

the houſe into a palace for his own habitation, and under that notion it continued,

till king James by exchange paſſed it away to Robert earl of Saliſbury, who convey

edit to Sir Edward Darcy, whoſe grandchild Edward Darcy Eſq.; deſcended from

the noble family of Darcy of Yorkſhire, at this inſtant poſſeſſes the fee-ſimple of it.

The manor of Temple in this pariſh, was involved in that revenue which was mar

ſhalled under the juriſdićtion of the knights Templers, as the very name doth ſeem

to infinuate, and upon the total diſannulling of this order here in England, was, by a

ſtatute made in the ſeventeenth year of Edward the ſecond, ſettled on the knights of

St. John of Jeruſalem, where it was fixed and conſtant, until the diſbanding of that

order likewiſe in this nation, by king Henry the eighth, and then it was annexed to

the patrimony of the crown; and reſted there, until king James exchanged it with

Robert, earl of Saliſbury, who ſold it to Sir Edward Darcy knight, whoſe grand

child Edward Darcy Eſq; hath lately conveyed it by ſale, to his brother in law Mr.

William Goughe.

The manor of Charles is ſeated in this pariſh, and was a branch of that eſtate which

fell under the ſignory of the ancient family of Charles, from whom it aſſumed its ap

pellation. Of this family was Edward Charles, who was captain and admiral of the

Fleet, from the Thames-mouth northward, as appears Pat. 34. Edw. I. After this

family had left the poſſeſſion of this place, which was about the beginning of Richard

the ſecond, Nicholas de Brember was planted in the property; but he was ſcarce

warm in his new atchieved purchaſe, but he fell under the guilt of high treaſon, only

for being too faſt in his loyalty and faith to his prince, and too looſe in his fidelity to

his country, for there it ſeems that blind diſtinétion had its firſt riſe and growth,

which like ſome alembeck diſtilled and dropped the power of the king diſtinguiſhed

apart from his perſon, upon the forfeiture of his life and eſtate together, which was

in the tenth year of Richard the ſecond; it was by that prince ſuddenly after, con

veyed by grant to Adam Bamme, lord mayor of London; in which family, after it

had for many ages been ſeated, it was (as appears by an exemplification now in the

hands of Mr. Took of Dartford) tranſmitted by ſale to Death, who about the latter

end of king James, paſſed it away to Goldſmith of Marſhals court in Creyford; who

ſome few years ſince, ſold all his concern in it to Mr. Tooke, branched out from the

ancient family of the Tooks of Bere in Weſt Clive; though, ſince this name ſettled at

Dartford, it hath by depravation been called Tuke.

Horſemans-place, is a manſion of good account likewiſe in Dartford; in the ſix

teenth year of Edward the ſecond, I find it owned one Thomas de Luda for proprie

tor, between whom and Thomas de Sandwich, abbot of Leſſnes, there was a com

poſition about that time, touching the paſſage of a current of water. But this family,

before the end of Fdward the third, had deſerted the poſſeſſion; and then (by old

court-rolls and other evidences) I find it in the tenure of John Horſman, who, it is

probable, new built this manſion, and on the old foundation eſtabliſhed this new name;

and he had iſſue Thomas Horſman who about the beginning of Henry the fixth,

dying without iſſue, gave it to his widow Margaret Horſeman, re-married to Shard

low, and ſhe, upon her deceaſe, in the nineteenth year of Henry the fixth, bequeath

ed it to her kinſman Thomas Brown, whoſe daughter and ſole heir Katherine, an

nexed it to the patrimony of Robert Blague, one of the barons of the exchequer, and .

he had iſſue by her Barnaby Blague, who in the thirty third year of Henry the eighth,

conveyed it by ſale to Mr. John Bere, who much adorned and augmented the ancient

ſhell or ſtructure of this ſeat in the thirtieth year of that prince's reign; but left his

acquiſitions thus increaſed and improved, to Anne his ſole heir, married to Mr. Cri

ſtopher Twiſleton, deſcended from Twiſleton caſtle in the county of Lancaſter, whoſe

ſucceſſor Sir John Twiſleton, knight and baronet, is now, by deſcendant right, poſ.

ſeſſor of it.

- At
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At Stampit, in this pariſh, there was a chapel founded by one Thomas de Dertford,

and dedicated to the bleſſed virgin, for one prieſt to celebrate divine offices for the

founder. In this pariſh, there was likewiſe a perpetual ſalary eſtabliſhed by one

Thomas Martin, to pray for the ſoul of the founder; and light-lands which were

given by John Grovehurſt.

DENTON in the hundred of Shamell, was given to the church of Rocheſter, by

a nobleman called Brichric, and Efswith his wife: but it ſeems there had been ſome

invaſion made upon the original grant; for (as the book called Textus Roffenſis in

forms me) it was reſtored to that cathedral by William the conqueror, and was in

after times, when Henry the eighth, upon the ruins of the priory of St. Andrews,

raiſed the dean and chapter of Rocheſter, by royal conceſſion united to their demean.

DENTON in the Hundred of Eaſtry, with the appendant manor of Tapington,

now by contradićtion called Tapton, were in times of very ancient inſcription, both

couched in the patrimony of Yerd; and though ſeveral dateleſs deeds repreſent this

family to have been poſſeſſors of both theſe places, as high as the reign of king John

and Henry the third : yet the firſt of this name, whom record diſcovers to us, to have

been eminent, was John de Yerd who held the manors of Denton and Tapington, by

that ſervice which they call ad wardam caſiri Dovorienſis, and paid a reſpective ſupply

for them, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, at making the Black Prince

knight, and from this man did the poſſeſſion of both theſe places flow down to John

Yerd, Eſquire, who was ſheriff of Kent in the nineteenth year of Henry the ſixth,

and he had iſſue John Yerd, who conveyed Tapington to John Fogge, Eſquire, and

he again, by a fine levied in the fifteenth year of Edward the fourth, paſſed away his

intereſt in it to Richard Haut, and he determined in a female heir called Margery

Haut, married to William Iſaac, who annexed Tapington to his demean. and in his

deſcendant line, the property remained until that age, which was encloſed within the

circle of our grandfathers remembrance, and then it was alienated to Bois. But

Denton, with ſome part of the revenue of Tapington, continued longer in the Yerds,

until Jo. Yerd, the laſt heir male of this family, going to London, fell ſick in

Southwark, and died without iſſue, and was interred in St. Margaret's church, after

wards converted to the court of Marſhalſeys; ſo that Langley of Knowlton, in right

of a former marriage with the heir general of this family, was entituled to the poſſeſſion

of Denton, and the demean of Tapton; but Edward Langley, the laſt of this name,

dying childleſs in the reign of Henry the eighth, in relation to a former marriage of the

heir general with Peyton, Sir Robert Peyton of Cambridgeſhire, became heir to his

eſtate in Kent; whoſe ſucceſſor Sir Robert Peyton, paſſed away all his intereſt here

to Bois. Bois by ſale demiſed Tapington to Verier; who almoſt in our remembrance,

conveyed it to Merſh, the inſtant proprietor: but Denton was by Bois alienated to

Rogers, who in thoſe times our fathers lived in, tranſlated his right into Swan; who not

many years ſince, ſold it to Sir Anthony Percival of Dover, and he not long ſince,

tranſplanted it by ſale into Phineas Andrews, Eſquire, of Hertfordſhire.

Wigmere is a third manor in this pariſh; there was a family of that name in Eaſt

Kent; for in divers old evidences which I have ſeen, there is mention of William de

Wigmere, and divers others of this name; but for many ages it acknowledged the

ſignory of Brent, and ſo continued till the beginning of queen Elizabeth, and then

Thomas Brent dying without iſſue, Margaret, married to John Dering of Surrenden

Dering, became his heir ; in right of which marriage the family of Dering is enti

tuled to the inſtant poſſeſſion.

&--~~43
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Madekin lies partly in Denton, and partly in Barham, and owned a family of that -

firname, (as appears by the evidences now in the hands of Mr. Oxenden) and conti

nued by a thread of ſeveral deſcents faſtened to this name; but about the beginning

of Henry the fixth, the ſucceſſion of the title was diſordered, and by ſale tranſlated into

Sednor, where the poſſeſſion for many years dwelt, till at laſt upon ſome acquiſitions

in Brenchley, they withdrew themſelves thither, and paſſed away their intereſt here to

Brook ; in whom, after it had continued three deſcents, the fate of ſale caſt it into

the inheritance of Brooker; and by Elizabeth, the daughter and heir of that family, it

not long after deſcended to Sir Henry Oxenden, whoſe grandchild Henry Oxenden,

Eſquire, now poſſeſſeth the ſignory of it.
- 2 L DAVINGTON
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DAVINGTON in the hundred of Feverſham, was given to the cloiſter of Black

Nuns, which was founded there by Fulk de Newenham, and dedicated to St. Mary

Magdalen. In the thirty ninth of Henry the third, that prince confirmed them their

lands, and inveſted them with ſeveral privileges, as appears, Chart. 39. Hen. tertii

Memb. 5. In the ſeventeenth of Edward the third, the king ſent his writ to the ſhe

riff of Kent to be certified of the eſtate and revenue which belonged to this nunnery:

for the abbeſs and nuns petitioned for relief, in regard their income was not ſufficient

to ſupport them ; and John de Vielſton, then ſheriff of Kent, returned per ſacramen

tum proborum & legalium hominum, that they had not a competent demean for ſub

ſiſtence; that whereas formerly there were twenty ſix nuns, now there were but

fourteen, and that thoſe could not live upon the revenue of the convent, but had

the charity of their friends to ſupply them. Thus did the cloiſter of Davington

remain a ſeminary of religious women, whilſt their revenue without, was the fuel

which ſupported and nouriſhed the flame on the altar. But when the reign of Henry

the eighth approached, which became decretory and critical to all theſe nurſeries of

a lazy and ſpeculative devotion, the demean which ſuſtained this convent, was by

enry the eighth plucked away, and in the thirty eighth year of his govern

ment, was by patent knit to the patrimony of Sir Thomas Cheyney, and his

ſon, Sir Henry lord Cheyney, in the eighth year of queen Elizabeth, conveyed it by

ſale to John Bradborn, deſcended (as appears by his ſeal affixed to his deed, by which

he alienates it again in the tenth year of queen Elizabeth, to Avery Giles) from the

Bradbornsof Derbyſhire. But in this family the reſidence of it was very brief and tran

ſitory; for his ſon Francis Giles, in the twentieth year of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it

away to Mr. Jo. Edwards, and from this family, though the fate of purchaſe did

not rend it away, yet that of marriage did: for this Jo. Edwards leaving only one

daughter and heir called Ann, ſhe by marrying to Jo. Boade, Eſquire, of Eſſex,

linked this to his revenue, and from him it is deſcended to Mr. Boade the preſent

lord of the fee.

Little Davington or Davington-court, not far diſtant from that houſe which was the

nunnery, was formerly wrapped up in that demean which confeſſed the dominion of

the earls of Atholl, lords of Chilham, by whom the manſion itſelf was built; as their

arms in ſtone work in the great hall, before they were taken down by Mr. Thomas

Mills, did abundantly teſtify; and having for many years acknowledged their ſignory,

at laſt it devolved to David de Strabolgie earl of Atholl, who dying without iſſue

male, in the forty ninth of Edward the third, left it to Philippa, one of his two co

heirs who was married to Jo. Halſham ; and from him did a ſucceſſive right bring

it down to Sir Hugh Halſham his grandchild, who about the beginning of Henry

the ſixth, paſſed it away to James Drylond, who determined in one daughter and

heir called Conſtance Drylond, who was married to Sir Thomas Waiſingham of Scad

bery, knight, who in her right became poſſeſſor of it, and tranſmitted it to his ſon

Sir James Walſingham, who was ſheriff of Kent in the twelfth year of Henry the ſe

venth, and kept his ſhrievalty at Davington; and from him did it deſcend to his grand

child Sir Thomas Walſingham, who almoſt in our grandfathers remembrance, con

veyed it by ſale to Simons, and he not long after to Coppinger. And his ſon having

about the beginning of king James, mortgaged it to Freeman, they both joined, and

by mutual concurrence fixed their right in Mr. Thomas Mills of Norton, who de

ceaſing without iſſue male, it came, by Anne his ſole daughter and heir, to be the in

heritance of Sir Jo. Mill of Southampton, who conveyed it to his brother Dr. Mill,

and he ſome few years paſt, alienated it to his kinſman Mr. Thomas Mill, and he

ſettled the property of it on his ſon Mr. Thomas Mill, who hath lately tranſmitted all

his right in it by ſale to Thomas Twiſden, Eſquire, ſerjeant at law, now of Brabourn

in Eaſt Malling.

Since my writing of this, I have diſcovered by an old ſurvey of Davington, colle&ted

by Mr. Thomas Mills, that Jo. Lewknor, Eſquire, of Suſſex, had, in the twenty

firſt year of Henry the ſixth, an intereſt in Davington court, derived to him by Joan

his wife, ſole inheritrix of Sir Hugh Halſham, which he not long after, paſſed away

to Mr. James Drylond.

DETLING in the hundred of Maidſtone, gave name to a knightly family, famous

for fortitude and chivalry, in token whereof, a maſſy lance all wreathed about with

- thin
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thin iron plate is preſerved in the church (like that of William the conqueror's, at

Battle in Suſſex) as the very ſpear by them uſed, and left as a memorial of their

atchievements in arms, and an emblem alſo of their extraordinary ſtrength and

ability; in which reſpect thoſe in Bedington hall in Surry, celebrate the renown of

the Carews, atchieved at tilt and tournament; and that in Lullingſton hall in Kent

the like for the Peches; as alſo that in Gerards hall in London, upon which a ro

mance is dreſt up by the vulgar report, fancying he was ſome giant, when the truth

is, he was of the knightly family of Gizors, and conſtable of the tower; and

this his capital manſion was caſtellated, as the ſeat of the Baſings was another ſtrenu

ous family at Baſing's hall in London; theſe matters allude much to the manner of

the Romans, whoſe vićtories were applauded, and the vićtors in their triumps, extoll

ed by trophies, monuments and enſigns of honor, as Pancirolus Roſinus, and others

have judiciouſly obſerved, that have treated of theſe kinds of rituals; but to return to

the ſubject from which this diſcourſe hath diverted me, in this family of Detling did

the poſſeſſion of this for many ages, remain conſtantly ſeated, until the beginning of

Henry the fourth, and then the name in John Detling, written in ſome old deeds

Brampton alias Detling, languiſhed away in a daughter and heir, known by the name

of Benedićta, married to Thomas Towne of Trouley, by whom he became entituled

to the poſſeſſion of this place; but here the property was very tranſient and unfixed,

for he determined in three daughters and co-heirs, whereof Eleanor, one of them,

was married to Richard Lewknor, and ſo (ſo paramount was the power of the diſtaff

to that of the ſpear) this manor, upon the partage of Towne's eſtate, which was about

the twenty fourth year of Henry the ſixth, improved the demean of Lewknor, and

he not long after conveyed it to Richard lord Woodvill, lord of the moat in Maid

ſtone, not far diſtant, created earl Rivers, lord treaſurer and conſtable of England,

by his ſon in law king Edward the fourth, in the year 1466, whoſe grandchild An

thony Woodvill earl Rivers, being attainted upon ſuppoſed treaſon by him that was

after ſtiled Richard the third, which was made ſo by that uſurper; and thoſe black

enſigns which he had raiſed upon him, becauſe he too cordially aſſerted the intereſt

of Edward the fifth, it eſcheated to the crown, and that prince in the firſt year of

his government, granted it to Sir Robert Brakenbury, lieutenant of the Tower; but

the title being fixed on a foundation which was cemented with blood, was too ſlippery

to remain long in this name, for he being attainted in the firſt year of Henry the ſé.

venth, for being a great ſupporter of the cauſe of Richard the third, at the battle of

Boſworth, it was granted by that prince to Richard Lewknor, whoſe ſucceſſor gave

it in frank marriage with his daughter married to Hills: Hills reſolved into two

daughters and co-heirs, one of which was married to Vincent, and the other was mar

ried to Martin, and ſo upon the diviſion (to avoid all diſorder and confuſion) let

ling was ſplit into two manors, one was called Weſt court, which accrued to Vin

cent, and the other was termed Eaſt court, which was annexed to the demean of

Martin; Martin about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, ſold Eaſt court to Webbe;

in which name, after it had for ſeveral years been fixed, it was in our fathers memo

ry paſſed away to Smith, who not many years ſince, alienated it to Sir Edward Hen

den, one of the barons of the exchequer, who upon his deceaſe, gave it to his nephew

Sir John Henden; and from him it is now deſcended to his eldeſt ſon Edward Hen

den, Eſquire, but Weſt court was by Vincent paſſed away to Morton, of Whitehorſe

in Croyden, in which family the inheritance is yet remaining. -

DIMCHURCH, in the hundred of Worth, hath nothing to make it memorable,

but that it was formerly the inheritance of Twitham. Bertram de Twitham held

lands here at his death, which was in the third year of Edward the third, as appears,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 115. and from him it came down to Theobald Twitham, whoſe

daughter and heir Mawd, was married to Simon Septuans, from whom deſcended John

Septuans, whoſe daughter and heir was married to Fogge, who in her right was en

tituled to much land here at Dimchurch, and in other places of the marſh; but the

family of Poynings had likewiſe ſome intereſt here; for Michael Poynings was ſeized

in fee of ſome lands in Dimchurch, in the forty third year of Edward the third, Rot.

Eſt. Num. 14. parte ſecunda, and in this name was the poſſeſſion carried on until the

beginning of the reign of Henry the fixth, and it was alienated then to Fogge.

Newball in this pariſh, is the place where thoſe which are the twenty four lords of

Romney Marſh, that is, of ſo many manors which lye within the precincts and liber

ties.
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ties of it, aſſemble yearly to compoſe laws for the better regulating and ſecuring the

banks of the Marſh, againſt the perpetual invaſions and encroachments of the ſea.

DITTON, in the hundred of Larkefield, with its two appendages, Brampton and

Sifleſton, where in times of a very high aſcent, the patrimony of a family called Bramp

ton; the book of Aid, (which makes a recapitulation of the ancient owners) informs

us, that anciently they were Bramptons, that is, in the reign of king John, and Hen

ry third (as the the pipe-rolls relating to both thoſe kings time diſcovers to us.) After.

terwards, in the reign of Edward the firſt, I find the Aldons (by the pipe rolls) to

have been proprietors of both theſe places; but it ſeems, the poſſeſſion remained not

long with them; for, in the thirty third year of Edward the ſecond, I find Stephen de

Burghurſt or Burwaſh died in the poſſeſſion of them, as appears, Rot Eſc. Num. 4.

and here the title continued until the forty third of Edward the third, and then the

lord Bartholomew Burwaſh, this man's grandchild, conveyed them to Sir Walter de

Paveley, knight of the garter, and he in the firſt year of Richard the ſecond paſſed

them away to Windleſor or Windſor, in which family the inheritance was placed until

the fifteenth year of this prince's reign, and then they were conveyed to Sir Lewis

Clifford; but in this name they made no long abode neither. For about the middle

of Henry the ſixth, I find they were alienated to Colepeper; and I diſcover, Richard

Colepeper enjoyed them at his deceaſe, which was in the ſecond year of Richard the

third, Rot. Eft. Num. 28. and in this family was the poſſeſſion lodged, until the lat

ter end of Hénry the ſeventh, and then the viciſſitude of purchaſe brought then to

acknowledge the intereſt of Leigh, and Thomas Leigh exchanged them with king

Henry the eighth; and that prince, in the thirty ſeventh year of his reign, paſſed them

away to Sir Thomas Wriotheſley: and in the original grant it is recited, that they

devolved to the crown by exchange with Thomas Leigh, Eſquire, and he not long

after, demiſed them to Sir Robert Southwell, who in the ſecond year of queen Mary,

conveyed them to Sir Thomas Pope, in which family they remained until the latter

end of queen Elizabeth, and then they were alienated to Wiſeman, from whom, al

moſt in our memory, they were by ſale tranſlated into the patrimony of Sir Oliver

Boteler of Teſton, grandfather to Sir Oliver Boteler baronet, who now is entituled to

the property of them.

The Ropers held ſome eſtate here at Ditton, by purchaſe from Clifford, in the reign

of Henry the fifth, which Edmund ſon of Ralph Roper, died ſeized of, in the third

year of Henry the ſixth, as appears, Rot. Eſc. Num, 34. which his ſucceſſor not long

after, alienated to Colepeper.

DODINGTON, in the hundred of Tenham, contains ſeveral places in it, of no

contemptible eſtimate. The firſt is Shafted, which was the patrimony of a family

which was known by that ſirname. Robert de Sharſted enjoyed it at his death, which

was in the eighth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 61. But this man's ſole

daughter and heir was married to John de Bourn ſon of John de Bourne, who was

ſheriff of Kent the twenty ſecond, twenty third, and twenty fourth years of Edward

the firſt, and after in the fifth year of Edward the third: certainly, this family was in

times of a very high gradation, as eminent for eſtate, as it was venerable for its anti

guity; Henry de Bourne made a purchaſe of lands and rents in Duddington, (of

Matilda the daughter of John de Duddington) as appears by a fine levied in the forty

ſeventh year of Henry the third ; and the abovementioned john de Bourn, obtained

a charter of free warren to his lands at Bourn, Boxley, Dodington, and other places,

in the eighteenth year of Edward the firſt , and from this John de Bourn, did Mr.

James Bourne in an even ſtream ofdeſcent iſſue forth, who almoſt in our remembrance,

Paſſed away Sharſted court to Mr. Delawn of London, whoſe ſon Mr. William De

lawn, is the inſtant proprietor of it.

Ringºſtone is a ſecond place of note in this pariſh: of which there is a tradition,

that it borrows its principal appellation from a Ring and a Stone; which thoſe who

were tenants to this manor were to hold for ſuch a proportion of time, as an emblem

of their acknowledged homage and ſubjection: but this is but a fabulous romance
in tle whole frame of it; the truth is, Ring in Saxon, imports as much as borough

or village, ſo that Ringleſton ſignifies no more but the village-ſtone, that is, ſome

till 1ncent

-
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eminent ſtone which was placed there, to ſignify and diſcover the utmoſt extent and

limits of the borough. Having unveiled the name, and diſpelled the miſt of the for

mer fićtion, I ſhall now exhibit to the publick view, who were the ancient poſſeſſ.

ors of it; and firſt, I find the Chalfehunts, a family of a ſpreading demean, and no

leſs reputation in this track; Henry de Chalfhunt died poſſeſſed of it in the forty

fifth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 14. after him Humphrey, ſon and

heir of Thomas Chalfhunt, was in the enjoyment of it at his death, which was in

the ninth year of Richard the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 14. after this family was ex

pired, the Hadds, a family which was ſometimes written Haddis, and ſometimes le

Hadde, (which argues it to be of French etymology) was planted in the poſſeſſion:

and many years inveſted in the fee, until the beginning of queen Elizabeth, and then

part of it was paſſed away to Buck, and not many years after, that part of it which

preſerves the name and memory of Ringleſton, to Archer; Buck, in the tenth year

of the aboveſaid princeſs, alienated that portion he was concerned in, to Ford,

the deſcendant ſucceſſor of which name, lately conveyed it to Mr. Thomas Finch of

Kingsdown; the other remainder continued in the demean of Archer, until the age

which confined on our remembrance, and then it was tranſmitted by ſale to Thatcher,

from whom, the ſamefatality brought it to devolveto Mr. Chriſtopher Allen of Borden,

and he not long ſince, ſettled his new acquiſition here on his daughter married to Giles.

Down court in Dodington, is an ancient manor, which in elder times owned the

fignory of Simon de Dodington, who flouriſhed here in the reign of king John, and

Henry the third, and was entituled likewiſe to the patronage or advowſon of the

church ; but he determined in an only daughter called Matilda de Dodington, who

in the forty firſt year of king Henry the third, (as appears by a fine levied in that

year) paſſed away her intereſt here to John de Bourn, in which family the title many

years after refled, until about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, it was conveyed to

i)ungate of Dungate ſtreet in Kingſlowne. And Andrew Dungate, the laſt name at

this place, dying without iſſue male, his ſole daughter and heir was married to Kil

ligrew, who likewiſe, about the entrance of Henry the eighth, expired in two female

co-heirs, whereof one was married to Roydon, the other to Cowland. In Roydon the

poſſeſſion was but brief; for he, about the latter end of Henry the eighth, alienated

his portion to Adye, a name deeply rooted in this track, whoſe ſucceſſor Mr.

John Adye, ſtill enjoys the capital meſſuage or manſion called Down court; but the

manor itſelf which accrued to John Cowland upon the diviſion of the eſtate, was by

his will, made 1450, ordered to be fold to diſcharge debts and legacies, and was, ac

cording to the premiſes, not long after conveyed to Allen, anceſtor to him who is the

inſtant owner of it.

DOWNE in the hundred of Rokeſley, is ſo called from its eminent ſituation; it

was in times of elder aſpect, the habitation of a family which paſſed under that fir

name. Richard de Downe who flouriſhed under Edward the firſt and Edward the

ſecond, lies buried in the chancel of the church, but with no date upon his tomb:

ſoon after this family was expired, the Petleys became lords of the fee, and Stephen

Petley is recorded in the book of Aid, to have paid an auxiliary ſupply for lands at

Downe, at making the Black Prince knight, in the twentieth year of Edward the

third, and in this family was the title of this place ſucceſſively wrapped up for many

generations, until about the latter end of Henry the eighth, it melted away with the

name. For Jo. Petley reſolved into four daughters and co-heirs, Agnes the eldeſt,

married to John Manning, the ſecond was married to Bird, the third was married to

Caſinghurſt of Valons, and the fourth was married to Childrens: and upon the par

tition of the eſtate, this manor fell to be the inheritance of Manning, and in this name

for many years it remained conſtant, until in our fathers remembrance, it went away

by ſale to Sir Nicholas Carew of Beddington in Surry, and his ſon Sir Francis Carew,

conveyed it to Ellis of London, who not many years ſince, alienated his right in it

to colonel Richard Sandys, third ſon of Sir Edward Sandys of Northbourne; but

Down court was long before paſſed away by Manning to Palmer, which was ſeparated

from the manor of Downe, and ſingly ſold by itſelf.

The arms of Philipot and Petley, are extant in the ſouth window of the chancel,

with this inſcription affixed to the pedeſtal of their two portraitures, Orate pro anima

bus jo. Petley, & Chriſtiana uxoris, & jo. Petley & Alicia filie Tho. Philipot ... . . .

ac parentum eorum.

º 2 M ECERTON
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GERTON, in the hundred of Calehill, hath two places within the verge of it

- remarkable: The firſt is Barmeling, which was the ſeat of a family of that fir.

name; Robert de Bermeling, and in old dateleſs deeds called Sir Robert de Berme

ling, held it at his deceaſe, which was in the fifty third year of Henry the third,

and left iſſue William de Bermeling, who was alſo in the enjoyment of it at his death,

which was in the twenty ſecond year of Edward the firſt, and ſo did Robert de Ber

meling, who made his exit the thirty firſt year of Edward the firſt, and here in this

family hath the property by an undivided track of ſucceſſion, been ſo fixed and per

manent, that it is yet the unſeparated inheritance of this name of Barmeling.

The ſecond is Bruſcombe: this was a branch of that demean which formerly ac

knowledged the Chitcrofts for its poſſeſſors, a name of very great antiquity, both

here and at Lamberherſt. Agnes, wife of Richard Chitcroft, held it at her death,

which was in the eighteenth year of Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 198. After

Chitcroft was worn out, the Beaumonts were inveſted in the poſſeſſion, and John de

Bellemont or Beaumont deceaſed in the enjoyment of it, in the twentieth year of

Richard the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 14. but not long after this the title ebbed away

from this name, and by a ſucceſſive channel of viciſſitude, was poured into Baron, a

family originally extraćted out of the weſt, where they are yet in being; John Baron

died ſeized of Bruſcombe, the ſecond year of Henry the fifth. The family which

ſucceeded this in the inheritance, upon their receſs, which was about the latter end

of Henry the ſixth, were the Wottons of Boughton Malherbe; in which family the

title and property hath been ever ſince ſo conſtantly reſident, that it ſtill reſts in the

deſcendants and heirs of Thomas Lord Wotton of Marley.

ELTHAM, in the hundred of Blackheath, anciently called Ealdham, did anci

ently belong in part to the king, and partly to the Mandevills, from whence it came

to be called Eltham Mandeville. King Edward the firſt granted that moiety which

belonged to himſelf to John de Veſcy, a potent baron in the north, in the ninth year

of his reign, and in the twelfth year, ennobles his former conceſſion, and gives him

a new grant to hold a market weekly and a fair yearly at his manor of Eltham. In the

fourteenth year of the aboveſaid prince, John de Veſcy, with his knowledge and

conſent, made an exchange with Walter de Mandevill, for that portion of Eltham

in which he was intereſted, and gave the ſixth part of the manor of Luton in Bed

fordſhire, for one meſſuage, with the appurtenances in Eltham and Modingham: this

John de Veſcy died without iſſue in the eighteenth of Edward the firſt, and Willi

am his brother ſucceeded in the poſſeſſion, and was lord Veſcy, and had iſſue by Iſa

bell, daughter of Robert Perington, widow of Sir Robert de Wells, William de Veſcy

his lawful ſon, born in the year 1269, who died without iſſue in his father's life time

at Conway, and was buried at Malton. Then "William de Veſcy having a baſe ſon

called William Veſcy de Kildare, born at Compſton in the county of Kildare 1292,

begotten upon Dergavile his concubine, daughter to Dunwald, a petty prince in Ire

land, he made a feoffment of all his lands in England to Anthony Beck biſhop of Dur

ham, to the uſe of William Veſcy of Kildare, his baſe ſon; and alſo infeoffed king

Edward in Kildare in Ireland, and in Sproxton in Scotland, for licence of his good

leave and aſſent to the other feoffment.

William de Pºeſy of Kildare, was ſlain in the wars of Striveling in Scotland. The

king of England himſelf being then preſent in perſon; by which means the ſtate being

in the biſhop of Durham, he diſpoſed of Alnewick caſtle in the north, to Henry de

Percy, that had married Idonia de Clifford: and conſidering that the eſtate of lands at

Eltham

* Fines de anno 24. Ed. primi William de Veſcy Iſabel the widow of John de Veſey held for the term

ſold to Anthony Beck, biſhop of Durham, the ma- of her life.

nor of Eltham with the appurtenances, which
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Eltham came from the crown; the ſaid biſhop reſerving an eſtate for life, diſpoſed of

them back again to the crown; he himſelf died there, the twenty eighth of March

1311, in the fifth year of Edward the ſecond, and had beſtowed great coſt in building

there; the ſtone work of the outward gate being caſtle like, is a remnant of the

work of that time: the palace itſelf being much more modern and augmented by ſeve

ral additions of the kings of England, who in a manner kept here their conſtant reſi

dence, and here were made the ſtatutes of Eltham, the precedents for government of

the king's houſe to this day. The biſhop of Durham being dead, king Edward the

ſecond kept his reſidence here in 1315, in the ninth year of his reign, and his queen

was brought to bed of a ſon called John of Eltham.

1363, King Edward the third intending to give a princely reception to king John of

France, who had been priſoner in England, and came over to viſit the king, and

died before his return, entertained him here at Eltham.

1412, King Henry the fourth kept his Chriſtmas at Eltham.

King Henry the fifth, his ſon and ſucceſſor, lay there at Chriſtmas likewiſe, when

he was fain to depart ſuddenly, for fear of ſome that had conſpired to murder him.

King Henry the ſixth made it his principal place of reſidence, and granted the

tenants of the manor of Eltham, a charter of renovation of a market in the ſeven

teenth of his reign; which containeth more ample privileges than any ſuch grant that

yet I have ſeen, as will be likewiſe evident to thoſe who will peruſe the original re

cord of that year in the Tower of London.

King Edward the fourth, greatly to his coſt repaired the houſe, tand incloſed Horn

park, ſo called, being the ſite of the manor of Weſt-horn, which was anciently in the

king's demean; for king Edward the third, in the twenty firſt year of his reign,

granted liberty to all his tenants of this manor, to be toll free throughout England.

J{ing Henry the ſeventh ſet up the fair front there, towards the moat, and was

uſually reſident there; I find in a record, (in the office of arms) that he did uſually

dine in the hall, and all his officers kept their tables there, and at ſuch time as he

created Stanley baron Montegale, by reaſon of ſome infection then reigning in and

near the city of London, none were permitted to dine in the king's hall but the offi

cers of arms, who, at the ſerving in the king's ſecond courſe of meat, according to

the cuſtom, came and proclaimed the king's ſtyle, and the ſtyle of the ſaid new lord.

King Henry the eighth built much at Greenwich, with bricks made here at Eltham,

and then neglečted this place; yet he lived here ſometime, and kept a royal Chriſt

mas at this place, 1515. There is an ancient place in this pariſh called Henleys,

which in the time of king Edward the third, was a manor belonging to John de

Henley, whoſe houſe was moated about, the ſituation is yet extant below the con

duit head ; but he dying without iſſue, it came by his gift to king Eiward the third,

and was annexed unto the manor, by Willam de Brantingham his fed free. -

The manor Eaſt-horn and Well-hall, was in the year 1 100, poſſeſſed by Jordan de

Briſet or Brinſet, firſt eſtabliſher of the order of knights hoſpitallers here in England.

In ages of a lower deſcent, that is, in the reign of Edward the third, it was held by

John de Poultney, and from that family, about the reign of Richard the ſecond, it

devolved by ſale to Chichley; John Tatterſhall married Agnes the daughter of John

Chichley of Wolwich, ſon of William Chichley aldermen of London, and by her

had Well-hall and Eaſt-horn; and he had iſſue by her two daughters, Anne was

married to Sir Ralph Haſtings, and Margery was married to John Roper, Fſquire,

and Agnes their mother, was re-married to William Kene, who likewiſe had iſſue by

her, from whom the Manſells of Wales are extracted, and by this deſcent are of the

blood and kindred of Henry Chichley, lord archbiſhop of Canterbury, founder of

All-ſouls college in Oxford; but Well-hall and Eaſt-horn, were united to the patri

mony of Roper, and have continued here ſo fixed that they are the preſent inherit

ance of Edward Roper, Eſquire.

To this manor belongs the chancel of St Michael in the ſouth ſide of Fltham church

called ſometimes Taterſhall’s chancel. In the windows, the matches before mention

ed are impaled in coloured glaſs.

The utmoſt extent of this hundred eaſtward, reacheth to Shooters hill, ſo called

for the thievery there practiſed, where travellers in elder times, were ſo much infeſted

with

f Pat. anno 21. Edw. 3, pari 2. mtmö, 2.
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with depredations and bloody miſchiefs, that order was taken in the fixth year of

Richard the ſecond, for the enlarging the high-way according to the ſtatute made in

the time of king Edward the firſt, ſo that they venture ſtill to rob here, by preſcrip

tion; and ſome have been ſo impudent, +to offer to engage the ſun ſhining at mid-day,

for the repayment of money called borrowed, in a thieviſh way, to the great charge of

the hundred that ſtill was in the counter bond; and kingHenry the fourth granted leave

to Thomas Chapman, to cut down, burn and ſell, all the woods and under-woods,

growing and confining to Shooters hill, fon the ſouth fide, and to beſtow the money

raiſed thereby, upon mending the highway. Surely prince Henry his ſon, and Sir

John Falſtaffe his make ſport, ſo merrily repreſented in Shakeſpear's comedies, for

examining the Sandwich carriers, loading at this place, were not the ſurveyors.

Mottingham in the hundred of Blackheath, is a hamlet and member to El

tham, enjoying like privileges, which are annexed to both theſe places, as being of

an ancient demean. It was formerly written Modingham, denoting that it was proud

ly ſituated, (for ſo we interpret Mod, in old Engliſh:) it paſſed away from the crown,

with the manor of Eltham to Jo. de Veſcy, and returned back again with it, inhabit

ed in the time of king Edward the third, by the family of Bankwell; and after, in the

reign of Henry the ſixth, by the Cheſmans: the laſt of which name which held this

piace, was Thomas Cheſman, whoſe female heir Alice, brought this ſeat to her huſ

band Robert Stodder, anceſtor to William Stodder, Eſquire, not long ſince deceaſed,

who was proprietor of it.

A ſtrange and marvellous accident happened at this place, upon the fourth day of

Auguſt 1585, in a field which belongeth to Sir Percival Hart. Betimes in the

morning, the ground began to fink, ſo much, that three great clim trees were ſud

denly ſwallowed into the pit; the tops falling downward into the hole: and before

ten of the clock, they were ſo overwhelmed, that no part of them might be diſcerned,

the concave being ſuddenly filled with water: the compaſs of the hole was about 86

yards, and ſo profound, that a ſounding line of fifty fathoms could hardly find or

feel any bottom; ten yards diſtant from that place, there was another piece ofground

ſunk in like manner, near the high-way, and ſo nigh a dwelling houſe, that the in

habitants were greatly terrified therewith.

EDENBRIDGE, in the hundred of Weſterham, was ever eſteemed a chapel of

eaſe to the pariſh of Weſterham. The firſt that I diſcover by the beams of record,

to have been poſſeſſed of Edenbridge, were the Stangraves, who had here their capi

tal manſion, which was known by their name. John de Stangrave obtained a char

ter of free warren to Edenbridge, in the twenty ſixth year of Edward the firſt. Sir

Robert de Stangrave was his ſon and heir, who was with Edward the firſt, at the fiege

of Carlaverock in Scotland, and there for his generous ſervice, received the order of

knighthood, died ſeized of Edenbridge and Stangrave, the twelfth year of Edward

the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 52. . After the Stangraves were vaniſhed, the Dynleys

were ſettled in the ſignory of theſe above mentioned places. Jo. de Dynley had a

confirmation of the chater of free-warren to Edenbridge, in the fourteenth year of

Edward the third, and immediately after paſſed away his intereſt here to Hugh de

Audley earl of Glouceſter, lord of the manor and caſtle of Tunbridge, by whoſe

daughter and heir, the lady Margaret Audley, Stangrave and Edenbridge came to

acknowledge the ſignory of Ralph Stafford, earl of Stafford, and he died ſeized of

them in the forty ſixth year of Edward the third; and in this family of Stafford, as

they were ſucceſſively earls of Stafford, and dukes of Buckingham, was the property

of theſe places reſident, until the twelfth year of Henry the eighth, and then Ed

ward duke of Buckingham, lord high conſtable of England, have unadviſedly con

ſulted with a monk and a wizzard touching the ſucceſſion of the crown, fomented ſo

vaſt a ſtock of fears and jealouſies in the brain of that cautious prince, that they could

not be extinguiſhed but by his blood, which was poured out on a ſcaffold as the laſt

expiation of that treaſon, which was by cardinal Wolſey, pinned upon him, and like

wife of his prince's fury. Upon this his untimely exit, his eſtate eſcheated to the

Crown,

f Pat. 6. Ric, 2, pars 2. memb. 34. I Pat 7. Hen.4, part 2, memb, 12.
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crown, and king Henry the eighth, not many years after, granted Weſterham,

Eden Bridge, and Stangrave, which were parcel of the confiſcation, to Sir John

Greſham knight, from whom they by deſcent, are now devolved to Marmaduke

Greſham, knight, who enjoys the inſtant poſſeſſion of them.

Delaware is a ſeat of very venerable account in this pariſh: it was the ſeat of gen

tlemen of that name as high as the reign of Henry the ſecond, as appears by old

evidences, now in the hands of Mr. Seyliard; of which, Robert de la Ware was

the laſt, who about the latter end of Edward the third, went out without iſſue male,

ſo that Dionyſia Delaware, who was married to William Paulin, becamé heir to this

place. In Paulin it remained conſtantly reſident, till the beginning of the rule of

Henry the ſixth, and then William Paulin determined in a daughter and heir like

wife, who was married to John Seyliard of Seyliard in Hever, which is ſtill in the

poſſeſſion of Mr. Seyliard of Gabriells in this pariſh, and who deſcended from Ralph

de Seyliard, who flouriſhed about the reign of king Stephen. In an old pedigree of

Seyliard, treaſured up amongſt the evidences of Delaware, there is enrolled the copy

of a deed without date, by which, Almerick d’Eureux, earl of Glouceſter, who

flouriſhed in the reign of Henry the third, demiſes lands to Martin at Seyliard, and

other lands called Hedinden, to Richard at Seyliard, who were ſons of Ralph ; from

which Ralph, John Seyliard Eſquire, now proprietor of this manſion of Delaware,

by a ſteady and unbroken current of many deſcents in a direct line, is originally ex

tracted. -

The manor of Sharnden in this pariſh, was parcel of that eſtate which belonged to

the lords Cobham, of Sterborough caſtie, not far diſtant, and continued folded up in

the Patrimony of this family, till the government of Edward the fourth; and then

Thomas lord Cobham of Sterborough, deceaſing without iſſue male, Anne, married

to Edward lord Borough of Gainſborough, became his heir; in which name and

family, the title of this place ſucceſſively ſtreamed down, till almoſt our times; and

then the three daughters and co heirs of Thomas lord Borough, married to Brooks,

Knevet and Drury, to defray debts and other uſes, paſſed it away by joint convey

ance, to Sir Thomas Richardſon, lord chief juſtice of the king's bench, whoſe

grandchild the lord Thomas Richardſon, baron of Cramond in Scotland, does now

poſſeſs the ſignory and inheritance of it.

ELHAM in the hundred of Lovingborough, is anciently written Helham, which

denotes the ſituation of it in a valley amongſt hills. Though now the magnificent

ſtrućtures, which in elder times were here, be diſmantled, and have only left a maſs

of deplored rubbiſh to direct us where they ſtood, yet in Doomſday book it is written

that the earl of Ewe (a Norman, and near in alliance to the conqueror) held it,

and left the reputation of an honour unto it, as the record of the aid granted at the

making the Black Prince knight, in the twentieth of Edward the third, doth warrant.

For the manor of Mount adjacent to Elham, is ſaid to be held of the honour of the

earl of Ewe by knights ſervice. In 7 eſta de Nevil, there is mention of Gilbert earl

of Ewe, who then paid reſpective aid in the twentieth year of Henry the third, at the

marriage of Iſabell, that prince's ſiſter. From this Gilbert earl of Ewe, it went

away to Edward eldeſt ſon of Henry the third, who obtained a market and fair to El

ham, by charter, in the thirty fifth year of Henry the third, and after he had forti

fied it with theſe privileges, in the forty firſt year of the aboveſaid prince, conveys

it by ſale to Boniface of Savoy, arch-biſhop of Canterbury. Boniface, to decline the

envy and emulation of his Engliſh oppoſites, which he and the reſt of thoſe foreign

ers and aliens, had contraćted upon themſelves, by their praćtical turbulencies in the

management of the principal affairs of ſtate, under Henry the third, paſſed it away by

ſale to Roger lord Leybourne, a great partiſan and confederate of Simon de Mont

fort’s, the popular carl of Leiceſter, in his quarrel commenced againſt Henry the

third, about removing of ſtrangers both from his counſels and throne, for which, after

the battle of Eveſham, where that Simon was defeated and ſlain, he was by the pa

cification made at Kenelworth, in the fiftieth year of Henry the third, abſolved and

pardoned; ſoon after which he died, and left this manor with much other revenue,

to his ſon Henry Leybourn, and he was ſeized of it at his death, which was in the

2 N twenty
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twenty eighth year of Edward the firſt, from whom it went down to his ſon Sir Roger

Leybourn, who dying without iſſue male, Juliana Leybourn, his ſole daughter and

inheritrix, entered upon the inheritance, and ſhe was firſt married to John de Haſt

ings, and after to William de Clinton earl of Huntington, but by neither had ſhe

any ſurviving iſſue, nor yet any collateral alliance, that could put in any pretended

claim to reſcue it from an eſcheat, ſo that in the forty third year of Edward the third,

in which year ſhe died, it devolved to the crown; and Richard the ſecond granted

it to Sir Simon de Burley, knight of the garter, and lord warden of the cinque ports,

a man of great virtues, and no leſs vices; whoſe pride and ambition firſt galled others,

and laſtly wounded himſelf, and like ſome phyſick, wanting a peccant matter to work

upon, preys upon the vitals themſelves; for bandying againſt ſome of the nobility,

who pretended the preſervation and ſheltering of the people's intereſt againſt the im

petuous eruptions of an arbitrary prerogative, he was impeached of high treaſon in

the tenth year of Richard the ſecond, and was convicted and executed; upon whoſe

calamitous tragedy, this by eſcheat reverts to the crown, and the aboveſaid prince,

in the twelfth year of his reign, by grant, annexes it to the revenue of the canons of

St. Stephens in Weſtminſter,” where it was fixed until the public ſuppreſſion removed

it, and united it once more to the patrimony of the crown, and then king Edward the

ſixth, granted it in leaſe for fourſcore years, to Sir Edward Wotton, one of the privy

councel, whoſe ſon Thomas Wotton, Eſquire, paſſed it away by ſale to Alexander

Hamon, Eſquire, who determining in two daughters and co-heirs, Mary married to Sir

Edward Bois of Fredvill, and Katharine married to Sir Robert Lewknor, this in his

wife's right, came over to the laſt; but the reverſion in fee was in the beginning of

the late king Charles, by Sir Charles Herbert, maſter of the revels, purchaſed of

the crown; and he ſome few years ſince, alienated all his concern in this manor to

Mr. Alſt, a Dutch merchant of London.

Elham, had a grant of a market procured to it, on the Monday, by the power of

prince Edward, in the fifty fifth year of Henry the third, which was after allowed

and approved of before the judges itinerant, when he was king, in the ſeventh year

of his reign.

Shottlesfield in Elham, was, as high as the reign of Edward the ſecond, the inhe

ritance of a family called le Grubbe, who had poſſeſſions of a conſiderable value,

about Yalding by Maidſton, and Nonington in Eaſt-Kent. In the third year of Ed

ward the ſecond, Henry Peres, and in another old deed ſtiled Pers or de Petris, from

his habitation near ſome place of a rocky conſtitution, demiſes ſome parcels of land

lying in Elham, and Lyming, to Thomas le Grubbe, who is written in the deed, de

Shottlesfield, and from this Thomas did the title deſcend, by paternal devolution,

to John Grubbe, who in the ſecond year of Richard the third, conveyed it by ſale

to Thomas Brockman of Lyming, and his grandchild Henry Brockman, in the firſt

year of queen Mary, alienated it to George Fogge of Brabourn, Eſquire, and he,

about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, ſold his intereſt in it to Bing, who in that

age which was circumſcribed within our fathers remembrance, tranſplanted the title

by ſale into Mr. John Maſters of Sandwich, from whom it deſcended to Sir Edward

Maſters of Canterbury; and he, upon his late deceaſe, gave it to Dr. . . . . . Maſters

his ſecond ſon, Dr. of the civil law.

Mount and South Blabden, with jaques court, were manors which were involved in

the patrimony of Anketellus de Roſſe, and he in the twentieth year of William the

conqueror, held them, as appears by the record of Doomſday book, from which

name they paſſed away to Coſenton with Acris, but with this clauſe reſerved, that

South Blabden and Acris ſhould hold the manor of Horton by knights ſervice, which

was a principal ſeat of this family of Roſſe, before it was ſold to Kirkby. In the

ſeventh year of King Edward the third, Stephen de Coſington obtained a charter of

free warren to theſe above recited manors. This man was ſon and heir of William de

Cofington, who was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty fifth year of Edward the firſt, and

is ſometimes written of Coſenton, and ſometimes of Mount in Elham, and from theſe

tWO

* Richard de Albany, principal butler to king William Rufus, gave the tithes of Elham to St An

drews in Rºcheſter: ſee Textus Roffenſis. -
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two did Sir John Cofington extraćt his genealogy, and with it his title to theſe two

manors; and he deceaſing about the latter end of Henry the eighth, without iſſue

male, his three daughters, . . . . . . . married to Duke, Joan married to Wood, and

| Elizabeth married to Alexander Hamon, Eſquire, became his three co-heirs, and

parted a large patrimony. Upon the diviſion, Wood obtained South Blabden and

- Jaques court, and Hamon carried away Mount: Wood's heir alienated the two firſt

| to Sir John Wilde of Canterbury, whoſe ſon, colonel Dudley Wilde, upon his late

deceaſe, hath bequeathed them to his widow during life: Hamon's heir determined

in two daughters and co-heirs, Mary was married to Sir Edward Bois of Fredvill,

and Catharine was married to Sir Robert Lewknor, deſcended from the noble and

illuſtrious family of Lewknor in Suſſex, who in his wife's right, was inveſted in the

poſſeſſion of Mount, who upon his death, tranſmitted it to his ſon Mr. Hamon Lewk

nor, whoſe widow Mrs. . . . . . . Lewknor, eldeſt daughter to Dr. Henry Kingſley

arch-deacon of Canterbury, is now in the enjoyment of it.

Canterwood is another manor in this pariſh, whoſe poſſeſſors, I confeſs, I could

never trace out, by any print of public record ; therefore I endeavoured to give my

ſelf ſatisfaction, by the private evidences: but the heir being under age, the deeds

were depoſited in the hands of thoſe who miſrepreſented my deſign, in ſurveying them

through the miſts of cautious jealouſies and diſtruſts, and ſo my attempt became fruit

leſs. All the intelligence I could gain (as in relation to that place) was collected from

an old manuſcript, whoſe hand ſeems contemporary to the time of Henry the eighth,

and what I have drained from thence, I ſhall now repreſent to the reader. Canter

wood, ſays that eſcript, was formerly the eſtate of Thomas de Garwinton de Welle

in Littlebourne, who flouriſhed in the reign of Edward the ſecond, and Edward the

third, whoſe great grandchild William Garwinton, dying without iſſue, Joan his

kinſwoman, married to Richard Haut, who concluded in a female heir, whoſe name

was Margery, who by marrying William Iſaack, linked this manor to his revenue.
Thus far this manuſcript. Who were the poſſeſſors ſince, the court rolls which do

not aſcend very high, now in the cuſtody of Mr. Hugben, diſcover: the firſt family

which they recite is Hales, and it remained in the inheritance of that name, till to

wards the end of queen Elizabeth, and then it was by ſale tranſported over to Man

wood, who ſome few years after, diſpoſed of his intereſt in it, by the ſame alienation

to Sir Robert Lewknor, upon whoſe deceaſe it devolved to his ſon RJamon Lewknor,

Eſquire, who hath upon his death, during the minority of his ſon, left the poſſeſſion

to be enjoyed by his widow.

Bºwick is a fixth place, which muſt now come within the pale of this diſcourſe.

It was in times of elder inſcription, the ſeat of the Lads, who in diverſe of their an

cient muniments and evidences, writ de Lad. Now if you will know where that

place is ſeated, I anſwer, it is ſituated in Chart by Sutton, where there is an ancient

farm, which formerly had the repute of a manor, and is at this inſtant, as it was in

ages of a higher, known by the name of Lads, and was, till almoſt in our grandfathers

memory, in the tenure of that family. After Lad was departed from the poſſeſſion of

this place, the Netherſolls by purchaſe, were, about the beginning of Henry the

ſeventh, incorporated into the poſſeſſion, and ſtaid in ſome few years, and then alie

nated their intereſt here to Aucher, who about the latter end of Henry the eighth,

reſigned the title by ſale to Wroth, in which family it was reſident, until ſome few

years ſince it was paſſed away to Elgar.

Oxroad is a ſeventh manor in Elham. In a very old court roll, now in the hands

of Mr. Shetterden of Eltham, one John de Oxroad is repreſented to be the poſſeſſor:

and in others of a more modern complexion, which bear date from Henry the fourth,

and ſo downwards, until the beginning of Henry the eighth, the Hinckleys are diſ

covered to us to be proprietors of it, and then this name was extinguiſhed in a daugh

ter and heir : for lſabell was the only child of Thomas Hinckley, who by marrying

Joan Bene, carried this place into the poſſeſſion of that family, where it was con

ſtantly fixed, until of late years, the title was tranſplanted into Mr. Daniel shº,
CIl
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den of Eltham, deſcended from the Shetterdens of Shetterden in great Chart, which

land they have poſſeſſed ior ſome hundreds of years

Ladwood is an eighth manor in this pariſh, written in old evidences Ladſwood, from

whence we may ſpin out a more than probable conjecture, that, before the erecting

the houſe by Rolfe, it was a wood belonging to Lad of Bowick; but for ſome hun

dreds of years, that is, ſince the latter end of Edward the third, it hath conſtantly

related to the family of Rolfe, a name which Mr. Thinne conjećtures in a pedigree

which he collected of this family, was contracted from the ancient German name

Rodolphus: and Mr. Lambert, in his Kentiſh perambulation, mentions one Ralph,

a Saxon, who added much to the caſtle of Rocheſter, from whom it is not altogether

improbable, this family, which hath been ſo anciently at Elham, might extract their

firſt original.

Clavertie is the laſt place in this pariſh, which may exačt our mention: it did be

long, before the ſuppreſſion, to the knights hoſpitallers, and was one of thoſe places

in this track, which was a commandry to the more general ſeminary of this order

planted at Ewell. Upon the diſſolution of this order, here in England, by Henry

the eighth, who condemned their diſorder and luxury, only to improve his own, like

the Lapwing, who cries moſt when ſhe is fartheſt off from her neſt, this was added to

the demean of the crown: and king Edward the ſixth granted it to Peter Heymon,

Eſquire, who was one of the gentlemen of his bed-chamber, and great grandfather

to Sir Henry Heymon baronet, who was the late proprietor of this manor of Claverty,

a perſon to whom, if I ſhould not affirm myſelf ſignally and extraordinarily engaged,

I deſerved to be repreſented to poſterity, under the darkeſt complexion of ingratitude.

EIGHTAM,” vulgarly but corruptly and falſely called IGHTAM, lies in the

hundred of Wrotham, and hath that denomination impoſed upon it, from the eight

hams or boroughs which lie within the verge of it. The firſt is Eightam itſelf, the

ſecond is Redwell, the third is Ive-Hatch, the fourth is Barrow Green, the fifth is

St. Cleres, the fixth is the Moat, the ſeventh is Beaulies, and the eighth and laſt is

Oldborough, which puts in its claim to be of Roman original; for when Leland vi

ſited Kent, which was about the beginning of Henry the eighth, there was ſome

remains of an ancient fortification: and it is probable, that this being the way which

led to the great Roman colony at Noviomagum, now called Woodcot in Surry, was

at this place fortified upon all emergent occaſions, to ſecure their retreat, from any

hoſtile eruption. The manor of Eightam itſelf, was the poſſeſſion of William de

Inge, one of the judges in the reign of Edward the ſecond : this William de Inge

was by his country and parentage of the county of Bedford, and had iſſue William

de Inge, who married Margery, daughter of Henry Grapenell, and died ſeized, in

the fifteenth year of Edward the ſecond, of this manor of Eightam : his daughter

and heir Joan, was married to Eudo lord Zouch of Harringworth, and William le

Zouch of Harringworth, died poſſeſſed of it, in the fifteenth year of Richard the

ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 64. and in this name was the property of this place, for

fundry generations, ſucceſſively reſident, until the beginning of Henry the ſeventh,

and then it was alienated to Sir Robert Read ſerjeant at law, and lord chief juſtice

of the common pleas, who not long after, going out in four daughters and co-heirs,

Dorothy was married to Sir Edward Wotton, Margaret married to Sir John Hare

court of Elnall in the county of Stafford, Katharine married to Sir Thomas Wil

loughby, lord chief juſtice of the common pleas, and Elizabeth married to Thomas

..Totihurſt, Eſquire, they divided his inheritance and this manor: upon the diſtinction

of it into parcels, this was added to the revenue of Willoughby; from which family,

in our grandfathers remembrance, it paſſed away by ſale to Jam. deſcended from

Jacob van Haſtretcht, who was anciently ſeated in Cleve, anceſtor to William James

alias Haſtrecht, Eſquire, thrice knight of the ſhire, within the circle of five years,

who by paternal derivation, is now lord of this manor of Eightam. -

Before I leave this diſcourſe of Eightam, I muſt inform the reader of two things.

Firſt, that Edward the ſecond, in the ninth year of his reign, granted licence to
William

* Hamon de Crevequer held Eightam in the the reign of Henry the third, as appears by old

reign of king John, and then, Simon de Crioll in evidences.
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William de Inge the judge, to hold a market here weekly on the Monday, and a

fair yearly at Eightam, by the ſpace of three days, viz. the vigil, the day of St.

Peter and Paul, and the day after ; ſecondly, that the family of James, now poſſeſſ.

ors of Eightam, were originally called Haeſtrecht, as being lords of a place of that

name near Gouda, and were branched out from the ancient family of Arkell,” as

likewiſe was that of Bouteſlaw, both which families bear the ſame coat, without any

viſible diſtinčtion with Haeſtrecht, viz. argent two bars crenelle or counterembattled

gules, three pheon, or broad arrow heads, in chief, ſable. Roger James, ſon of Jacob

van Haſtrecht, came out of Cleve, (whither his anceſtor a younger ſon of the lord of

Haſtrecht, had been chaced by one of the earls of Holland, becauſe his father, who

likewiſe was forced to Drunen near Hueſden, by that count, had been an eager par

tiſan of his enemy, the biſhop of Utrecht) into England, about the beginning of

Henry the eighth, and being called after the Belgick mode, Roger Jacobs, the En

liſh by a more ſoft and gentle pronunciation, filled off the roughneſs of the accent,

and by melting it into a more narrow volume, contracted it into James. By marriage

the family of Haſtrecht and Arkell above mentioned, are allied to the eminent

houſe of Waſſenaer, iſſued out from the ancient counts of Holland, as likewiſe to

the family of Waermont near Leyden, who married the heir of Haitrecht of Drunen,

(where this family had for many deſcents been planted, ever ſince their firſt expulſi

on thither, by the earl of Holland) who was colonel of a regiment of foot, and Dro

ſart of Breda, when it was under the government and ſcepter of the king of Spain.

St. Cleres is the ſecond place of note in this pariſh ; it was formerly called Aldham,

as being for many years the patrimony of that family, the laſt of which was Sir Tho

mas de Aldham, who reſolved into three female co-heirs : . . . . . . married to New

borough of the county of Dorſet, Margery married to Martin de Pecham, and Iſolda

married to John St. Clere. Upon the partition of his patrimony, this place was,

about the beginning of Edward the third, annexed to the inheritance of St. Clere,

and ſo became in procedure of time, ſtiled Aldham St. Cleres: but cuſtom and vul

gar uſe did not long after file off the firſt appellation, ſo that it hath for divers gene

rations, been ſtiled ſingly St. Cleres. Iſolda St. Clere, widow of this John, did, in

the twentieth year of Edward the third, pay reſpective aid for his lands at Eightam,

at the making the Black Prince knight. And in this family did the ſtream of poſ.

ſeſſion carry down the poſſeſſion of this place, till towards the latter end of Henr

the ſeventh, and then it was alienated from this name and ſettled in Richard Empſon,

the grand projećtor, who had wire-drawn, by his cloſe and dextrous artifices, the

treaſure of the kingdom into ſuch ſubtil threads, that he had almoſt wound it all into

the king's Exchequer: but he being convicted of felony for his many exceſſes, in

the firſt year of Henry the eighth, this was confiſcated to the crown, and there it

was not many years after by that prince, granted to Sir Thomas Bullen, knight of

the garter, and created earl of Ormond and Wiltſhire, in the year 1529, whoſe unfor

tunate ſon George Viſcount Rochford, being blaſted with the black aſperſion of trea

ſon, which was multiplied and inforced to that bulk, that the weight of it ſunk upon

a bloody and untimely ſcaffold, and then this manor, upon the death of his father,

which was in the thirtieth year of Henry the eighth, was ſeized on by the crown, as

being ſettled before on him and his heirs male, of whom this unhappy lord was the

laſt: ſome few years after, it was by royal conceſſion from the aboveſaid prince,

made the patrimony of George Moulton, a juſtice of the peace, the fourth of Auguſt- - - - - - - th

anno 23. Elizabeth, a man of high repute in thoſe times, and much intereſted in the
x 4. º:*:

favour of Henry the eighth; whoſe grandchild Robert Moulton, Eſquire, almoſt in24.2% J -

times within the pale of our remembrance, alienated his right in it to Sir John Syd-Alzº,.....:2 &Z.Z.

ley, knight and baronet, who hath upon the old foundation erected that magnificentz.

#. which for the grandeur, elegance and majeſtick aſpect it carries to the public 2'--

view, ſurrenders a priority, but to few ſtructures in this county. 44/
It wasThe Moat is the third and laſt place which ſummons our remembrance.

in elder times the inheritance of Ivo de Haut, who flouriſhed in the reign of king

John, and Henry the third; his grandchild was Henry de Haut, who held this ma

nor at his deceaſe, which was in the forty fourth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc.

2 O Num.

* Ex autographis penes Do, Will. James,

%.24.7%

24,” A. ºx-º'- ...--
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Num, 34. his grandchild was Nicholas Haut, who was ſheriff of Kent the nineteenth

year of Richard the ſecond. Afterwards, I find that Richard Haut, grandchild to

this man, was ſheriff of Kent, the eighteenth year of Edward the fourth : and again

in the twenty ſecond year of the aboveſaid prince, he was ſecond brother to Sir Wil

liam Haut of Hautſbourne, who was ſheriff of Kent in the ſixth year of Edward the

fourth, and great uncle to Sir William Haut. But this Richard Haut, having with

John Fogge, John Guldford, Eſquire, John Darell, Eſquire,” James Horne of Weſt

well, William Clifford, Reginald Pimpe, John Pimpe and Edward Poynings of Mar

ſham or Merſham, embarked himſelf in the deſigns of Henry earl of Richmond, and

the emotion of Henry duke of Buckingham, he was attainted in the third year of

Richard the third, as appears Rot. Par, de enno 3. R. 3, memb 6. and then the Moat,

by the favour and indulgence of that prince, was conferred on Sir Robert Brakenbury,

lieutenant of the Tower: but he enjoyed it not long, for Henry aboveſaid, having

triumphed in a ſucceſsful encounter at Boſworth field over Richard the third, and aii

his partiſans, this was reſtored to Richard Haut aboveſaid, in which family it re

mained until the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, and then by an old court roll, I

find it in the poſſeſſion of Sir Richard Clement knight, who was ſheriff of Kent in

the twenty third year of Henry the eighth : he died without any legitimate iſſue, and

lies entombed in the chancel of Eightam church, and John Clement was his brother

and heir, whoſe daughter Anne Clement, was married to Hugh Pakenham, who in

her right poſſeſſed the Moat, and he about the reign of king Edward the fixth, joining

with Sir William Sidney, who had married Anne his only heir, paſſed it away to si:

John Allen, lord mayor of London in the year 1526, and then again 1536, who left

it to his ſon Sir Chriſtopher Allen, and he about the latter end of queen Elizabeth,

conveyed it by ſale to Sir William Selby, whoſe nephew Sir William Selby, dying

without iſſue, to continue it in the name, gave it to Mr. George Selby of London,

whom it acknowledges at this inſtant for lord of the fee.

In the north ſide of the church of Eightam, in an arch in the wall beneath the quire,

lies the repreſentation of a knight wrought in ſtone, and his arms pourtrayed on the

coat armour on his breaſt (according to the uſage of eminent ſoldiers) in the reign

of Edward the third. This was Sir Thomas Cawne, extracted originally out of the

county of Stafford; he had not much land of inheritance in Kent, all I find was at

Nulcomb, a place ſo called in Seal, as appears by his deed of purchaſe of John Aſh

burneham, dated the thirty ninth of Edward the third; but marrying Lora de Mo

rant, the daughter and heir of Sir Thomas Morant of Morants court, (after his death

remarried to James de Peckham) he thereby improved and enhanced his fortune in

Kent. He died without iſſue, for ought as yet can be diſcovered; his arms, as they

are inſerted in the rolls and regiſters of Staffordſhire, are empaled in the chancel win

dow with the arms of Morant.

ELMESTED, in the hundred of Wye, was a limb of that revenue which fell

under the ſignory of the noble and ancient family of Heringod. In Teſta de Nevil,

there is mention of Stephen de Heringod, who paid reſpective aid in the twentieth

year of Henry the third, for lands which he held at Hardres and Elmſted. Stephen

de Heringod, this man's grandchild, died about the beginning of Edward the firſt,

and determined in a daughter and heir called Grace de Heringod, who was married to

Philip de Hardres: and ſo this manor in her right, became incorporated into the re

venue of this noble family, and remained for many generations faſtened to this name,

until the age which almoſt commenced from our fathers memory; and then Dane

court, a branch of this manor, was ſold to Cloake, and Elmſted itſelf by the ſame

fatality, went out to Marſh, whoſe ſucceſſor very lately hath fixed his intereſt by ſale

in Luſhington.

Evington court is an ancient ſeat in Elmeſted, which was the inheritance of gen
- - - - e.

tlemen of that firname, who bore a feſſe between three ſteel burgonets for their coat

armour: and in a book copied out from old deeds and digeſted into a juſt volume,

by William Glover, Somerſet herald, and now in my cuſtody, there is the copy of an

old

• John Darell Eſquire, and John Pimpe Eſquire, the ſecond year of Henry the ſeventh, as appears,

kad the grant of thirteen manors lying in Worce- Origin Anni 2. Hen. 7. Rot. 17. in the treaſurer's

ſterſhire, made to them, which accrued to the crºwn ſide in the exchequer.

upon the attaint of Humphrey Stafford, Eſquire, in
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old deed without date, wherein William. Fitz Neal, called in Latin Filius Nige''',

does paſs over ſome land to Ruallo de Valoigns, which is fortified by the appendant

teſtimony of one Robert de Evington, who was anceſtor to the Evingtons of Elmfied,

of whom there is mention in the deeds of this place, in the reign of Henry the third

and Edward the firſt. After this family was gone out, the Gays, a family of no

mean account in this track, were incorporated into the poſſeſſion, deſcended origi

nally out of France, where there is a family which even at this day is known by the

name of Le-gay, and is planted in Normandy, from whence thoſe of Jerſey and

Gerneſey are extracted, a branch of which is tranſplanted into Southampton, and

there for ought I know, flouriſhes at preſent ; and to juſtify the truth of this their

extraćtion, in the Ledger book of Horton priory, there is mention of one John le

Gay who was a benefactor to their houſe, and though they are called at this day, only

without the addition, Gay, yet this hath happened by diſuſe and intermiſſion, by not

adding it to their cuſtomary writing and affixing it to their name. But to proceed :

Evington court, though it was not originally erected by this family, yet certainly it

was much enforced by ſupplement and additional building; for divers places of the

houſe are in relation to the name, adorned with noſe-gays. In concluſion, after it

had owned many of this name of no vulgar rank for it proprietors, it was, about the

beginning of Henry the ſeventh, by Chriſtopher Gray, alienated to John Honywood,

Eſquire, of the eldeſt family of the Honywoods; from whom in a direét line, Ed

ward Honywood, Eſquire, ſon and heir of Sir John Honywood, lately deceaſed, is

extracted, and is now inveſted in the poſſeſſion of this place.

Elmeſted had the grant of a market obtained to it, to be obſerved weekly on the

Thurſday, and a fair yearly on the vigil and day of St. James, by the procurement

of Henry de Haut, Pat. 28. Edwardi tertii N. 20.

ELMESTON, in the hundred of Wingham, was parcel of the demean of the lord

Leybourn: Juliana de Leybourn, wife of Roger de Leybourn, had an eſtate here at

her death, which was in the firſt year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſ. Num. 86.

and her ſole heir was the lady Juliana Leybourn, firſt married to John de Haſtings,

and after to William de Clinton, but died without iſſue by either, in the forty third

ear of the reign of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 57; and as it appears without

any viſible allowance, that could juſtify their title to her eſtate : for the crown ſeized

upon it as legally eſcheated, by defailance of any who could pretend a claim unto it.

King Richard the ſecond, about the fourteenth year of his reign, granted it to the

abby of Childrens Langley." Before I proceed any farther in this diſcourſe, I ſhall

juſtify what I before aſſerted, that is, that the firſt huſband of Juliana de Leybourn,

was John de Haſtings, a kinſman of Lawrence de Haſtings earl of Pembroke, but

not his ſon John de Haſtings, as ſome ſuppoſe: and this is obvious, if we conſider

that William de Clinton deceaſed by the teſtimony of all, in the twenty eighth year

of Edward the third, Juliana his widow, called in the eſcheat roll Comitiſſa de Hun

tington, died in the forty third year of that prince, and John de Haſtings earl of

Huntingdon, in the year 1375, which happened in the forty ninth year of Edward

the third, which muſt neceſſarily, upon a ſerious computation of time, fall out ſix

years after this counteſs's deceaſe, to whom had ſhe been married, ſhe would have

preſerved the ſtile of Comitiſſa de Pembroke, and not that of Huntington. -

But to return into that track, from whence this digreſſion hath made me wander;

after it remained cloiſtered up in the revenue of the church, for divers ages, until

the title was by the general diſſolution diſlodged, and in the thirty fifth year of Henry

the eighth, was by royal conceſſion from that prince, inveſted in Sir Walter Henley,

ſerjeant at law, and a man under an eminent character in thoſe times; from whom,

about the beginning of king Edward the ſixth, it paſſed away by ſale to Linch, a

family of good antiquity in Kent, from whom the Linches of Lemſter in Ireland, are

primitively deſcended, and have been for ſome deſcents ſeated at Linch Knock, a

caſtle in that province. After the Linches, the Gibs’s about the latter end of queen

Elizabeth, were by purchaſe ſeated in the inheritance, and continued in it until very

lately the title was unfixed, and by the tranſpoſition of ſale, planted in Mr. Jaques

of London.

ERITH

* Richard the ſecond granted Elmeſton to Simon Burleigh, and upon his attaint it returned to the crown.
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ERITH, in the hundred of Little and Leſneſs, was a manor which was circums

ſcribed within the revenue of Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer, that powerful baron,

whoſe ſtory I ſhall pencil out more exactly at Leeds caſtle; but before him, Gun.

celin de Badeleſmer,” who lies buried at Badeleimer, with a fair portraiture upon his

tomb, cut out in wood, enjoyed and held it at his deceaſe, which was in the twenty

ninth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 50. and this Guncelin was ſon to

Giles de Badeleſmer, who, as the annals of St. Auſtins inform us, was ſlain at a

battle commenced againſt the Welſh, in the year 1258, whilſt he vigorouſly aſſerted

the intereſt of his country, againſt their wild excurſions: but to advance where I left

off, Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer before mentioned, had ſuch a particular affection

to this place, that in the ninth year of Edward the ſecond, he obtained a charter of

free warren to this manor, and ſuddenly after, by his confederacy with Thomas earl

of Lancaſter, and the reſt of the nobiiity knit together in combination againſt that

prince, forfeited his eſtate and life to the crown, and then Edward the ſecond, (as

appears by the patent rolls of that time) in the fifteenth year of his reign, grants it

for life to David de Strabolgie earl of Athol, ſon to the unfortunate John earl of

Atholl, who was offered up a ſacrifice to the fury of Edward the firſt, becauſe he had

done too little for him, and too much for his bleeding and gaſping country of Scot

land; and this earl held it at his deceaſe, which was in the firſt year of Edward the

third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 85. After his death, it reverts to the crown; and then king

Edward the third, not only reverſes the proceſs and judgement iſſued out againſt

Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer, but like wife by patent in the ſecond year of his reign,

reſtores this manor and divers other lands to Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer his ſon.

And he died ſeized of it in the twelfth year of that prince's reign, but left no iſſue

male; ſo that his four ſiſters became his heirs, whereof Elizabeth was one of them,

who was firſt married to William Bohun earl of Northampton, after to Roger Mor

timer earl of March, to whoſe patrimony this in his wife's right, upon the quadripar.

tite diviſion of this wide eſtate, was united; and Edmund de Mortimer, this man's

ſon, enjoyed it at his death, which was in the fifth year of Richard the ſecond, Rot.

Eſc. Num. 44. and left it to his ſon Roger earl of March and Ulſter, and he had iſſue

Roger Mortimer, and Anne who married Richard Plantagenet de Coniſburgh, earl

of Cambridge, ſecond ſon of Edmund of Langley duke of York: and this Richard

earl of Cambridge, having involved himſelf with Henry lord Scroop and Sir Tho

mas Grey of Northumberland, in a treaſonable deſign againſt the life of Henry the

fifth, in the ſecond year of his reign, as he was embarking at Southampton for France,

there to juſtify his title to that crown by the power of the ſword, was convićted and

executed, and left iſſue Richard Plantagenet; who was, in the year 1426, created

duke of York, and upon the deceaſe of his mother's brother, Roger Mortimer earl of

March, without iſſue, he became not only heir to his eſtate, but likewiſe to that of

his right to the crown, which firſt had devolved to him, and after his death to his

ſiſter Anne, counteſs of Cambridge, mother to this Richard duke of York, from

Philippa, wife to Edmund Mortimer earl of March, their grandfather; which Phi

lippa was ſole heir of Lionell duke of Clarence, third ſon of Edward the third, and

eldeſt brother to John of Gaunt duke of Lancaſter, fourth ſon of that prince, from

whom the Lancaſtrian family had wire-drawn and ſpun out a forced, uſurped and

diſtorted title to the Engliſh diadem. Upon his deceaſe at the battle waged at Wake

field, where he found an untimely ſepulchre, whilſt he moſt vigorouſly diſputed his

claim to the ſcepter, againſt the houſe of Lancaſter; this manor with the crown, de

volved to his ſon king Edward the fourth, and here it dwelt with the royal revenue

until king Henry the eighth, in the thirty ſixth year of his reign, paſſed it away to

Elizabeth, counteſs of Shrewſbury, widow dowager of George earl of Shrewſbury;

by whom he had iſſue John, who died unmarried, and Anne firſt married to Peter

Compton, Eſquire, by whom ſhe had iſſue Sir Henry Compton, who was heir to her

eſtate here at Erith, and ſecondly, married to William earl of Pembroke. Sir Henry

Compton had iſſue William, created earl of Northampton, in the fixteenth year of

king

* This Guncelin de Badeleſmer was juice of Cheſter. See Mr. King's Vale Royal.
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king James, and Sir Thomas Compton, who dying without iſſue, gave his eſtate

here, which was ſettled on him by his father, upon his marriage with Mary counteſs

of Buckingham, to his nephew Sir William Compton, a younger ſon of Spencer earl

of Northampton, who hath very lately alienated his intereſt here to Mr. Lodowick of

London.

Bedenwell in this pariſh, had fomerly the repute of a manor, when it was the in

heritance of a family called Boreford, or more vulgarly Burford. Roſe de Burford

held it at her death, which was in the third year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſt.

Num, 52. and afterwards, I find James de Burford obtained a charter of free warren

to his lands at Bedenwell in Erith, in the thirty fifth year of Edward the ſecond.

After this family was expired, which was before the end of Richard the ſecond, it

came to be the poſſeſſion of Draper, deſcended from an ancient family of that name

in the county of Nottingham, who concluded in a female heir. For William Kilion

married the ſole daughter of John Draper, by whom he obtained Bedenwell; but

with this proviſo, that he ſhould change his name to Draper, which hath been ačtu

ally performed. But ſince this ſolemn ſtipulation, Bedenwell, in ſeveral pieces, has

been ſold to Turner Gainsford of Crowherſt in Surry, (who not many years ſince, alie

nated his portion to Cholmeley) and others; ſo that being thus broken into frag

ments, it hath now loſt the eſtimate of a manor, and is to be entombed in filence.

Hering-bills is a place not to be forgotten, having been in elder times the reſidence

of a family called Abell. The firſt whom I find repreſented to us, under a cha

raēter of eſtimate, was Sir John Abell, who was in the liſt of the Kentiſh knights,

which were aſſiſtant to king Edward the firſt, at the ſiege of Carlaverock in Scotland;

John Abell his ſucceſſor was a judge (as is manifeſt by the patent rolls of the Tower)

in the eighth year of Edward the ſecond, and it is very probable that it was either

this John Abell or his father, that obtained a charter of free warren to the manor of

Catford in Lewſham, (which was after ſold to William de Montacute) in the twenty

third year of Edward the firſt. In the reign of Edward the fourth, I find, by the

crown office, one Edward Abell to have been in commiſſion for the peace, and he

lies interred in Erith church, not in the coemitery or church-yard; though I confeſs,

upon a large ſquare plate of wood, there is a regiſter of thoſe accurately enrolled,

who were poſſeſſors of Hering-hill, from John Abell the judge, down to another

John Abell, who died poſſeſſed of it about the latter end of Queen Elizabeth, but

the date is ſo violated by time and the impreſſion of the injurious elements, that

it is hardly viſible, much leſs intelligible; the laſt of which family at this place, was

John Abell, who about the year 1611, joining with his father Samuel Abell, alie

nated his concern here to Mr. William Draper, whoſe ſucceſſor Mr. . . . . • Draper,

now of the county of Oxford, is the inſtant proprietor of it.

Leftes Abby was founded by Richard de Lucy, lord chief juſtice of England under

Henry the ſecond, in the year 1179, and dedicated to St. Thomas the martyr, the

ſaint of Canterbury, who as he had been above the king's will on earth, was now

above his faith in heaven, being after his but early canonization, grown into ſuch

veneration and eſtimate, that oriſons and prayers, ſhrines and altars, abbies and

temples, were offered up to his name, of which this was none of the leaſt, being a

houſe of black canons, or canons of St. Auguſtine. This Richard de Lucy the

founder, was ſon of Richard, who was ſon of Roger de Chilham, and he was ſon of

Fulbert de Dover, who entered into England with William the conqueror, and

changed his name of Lucy to Dover, (of which, firſt, there is not only a ſignory

or lordſhip, but likewiſe a family at this inſtant remaining in France) becauſe he was

one of thoſe eight, to whom certain knights fees were aſſigned by William the con

ueror, to be aſſiſtant to John de Fiennes in the guard of Dover caſtle; thus much for

his extraction. Now for his dignity, he was not only lord chief juſtice, but likewiſe

protector of England in the twelfth year of Henry the ſecond, in his abſence in France,

which great office he managed with ſo much fidelity, prudence and magnanimity,

that when the earl of Boloign invaded this iſland, in the thirteenth year of the above

ſaid prince, he was forced to retire with* confuſion and loſs: whichº
2 Ill Ul
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muſt certainly have improved his name to very high eſtimate, in the opinion of thoſe

times. Yet, notwithſtanding, he diveſted himſelf of that pomp and pageantry, theſe

great offices had made him glitter with, (which conqueſt, that he made upon himſelf

within, was of more importance than any he could have atchieved without) and cloud

ed himſelf in a monk’s cowl, and became the prior to that convent he himſelf had

erected, and there likewiſe found his place of ſepulture: and it is probable, that

thoſe coffins, with portraitures inſculped, which were diſcovered in a grotto or vault

upon the breaking down the foundation of this houſe, in the government of kin

James, were the exchequers which treaſured up, not only the reliques of this Sir

Richard de Lucy, but likewiſe the remains of others of the ſame family: but to pro

ceed, the prior of this place was in that repute, that it was cuſtomary for him (as the

records of the church of Rocheſter tells us) to have his indućtion into this place,

either by the biſhop immediately, or elſe by ſome proxy who repreſented the biſho

of Rocheſter’s perſon. And in this ſtate it continued until cardinal Wolſey laid the

foundation of his eminent college of Chriſt-church in Oxford, and then with the

conſent of the preſent abbot, in the year 1525, it was ſuppreſſed, and the revenue

of this cloiſter being found in the hands of the aboveſaid cardinal at his death, was

by Henry the eighth, united to the income of the crown, where it dwelt until it was

granted to William Brereton, Eſquire, who being engaged in the fatal buſineſs of

Katharine Howard, was attainted and executed ; upon whoſe tragedy, it returned to

the crown, and was, in the thirty eighth year of Henry the eighth, granted to Sir

Ralph Sadler; and he not long after, paſſed it away to Mr. Henry Cook; in whoſe

ſucceſſors the poſſeſſion was reſident, until almoſt our fathers remembrance, and then

it was conveyed to alderman Leman, who paſſed it away to Sir John Hippeſley;

who not many years ſince, demiſed his right in it to Mr. Haws of London; who

dying lately without iſſue, hath ſettled it for ever on the hoſpital of St. Bartholomew's

near Smithfield.

In the ninth year of Edward the ſecond, Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer, obtained

the grant of a market to Erith on the Thurſday, and a three days fair at St. Croſs,

and another three days fair, the Monday, Tueſday and Wedneſday in Whitſun-week.

Lefties had, by the mediation of William de Wilton, a grant of a market pro

cured to be obſerved there on the Thurſday, and a fair to continue yearly, the eve,

Simon and Jude's day, and three days after, as is manifeſt, Pat. 41. Henrici tertii

memb. 48.

ESTLING, in the hundred of Feverſham, gave firname to a family who had here

an eminent manſion called Northcourt, the laſt of which family, was Ralph de

Eſtling, whoſe daughter and heir Alice de Eſtling, about the beginning of Edward

the firſt, married to Fulke de Peyforer, cuſtos of the Fleet and Weſtminſter, in Lon

don, who in her right, became lord of this place, and in the thirty ſecond year of

Edward the firſt, to inforce his intereſt here, obtained a charter of free warren to this

place; and in this family did it reſide until the latter end of Edward the ſecond, and

then Northcourt, Denton and Plomford, manors, which came along to Peyforer

with Northcourt, were ſold away to Roger lord Leybourn ; and his widow Juliana

de Leybourn, held it at her deceaſe, which was in the firſt year of Edward the third,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 86. And after his deceaſe, they devolved to John de Haſtings, a

kinſman of Lawrencede Haſtings earl of Pembroke, who was the firſt huſband of her

daughter and heir Juliana de Leybourn; and who, after his deceaſe, remarried to Willi

am de Clintonearl of Huntingdon, who in her right was likewiſe poſſeſſed of them, but

likewiſe deceaſed without any iſſue by her, in the twenty eighth year of Edward the

third, after whoſe deceaſe, it is more than probable ſhe continued a widow ; for in

the inquiſition taken in the forty third year of Edward the third, ſhe is ſtiled Comi

tiſſa de Huntington, and was found upon a ſerious winnowing, both of her direct

and collateral alliances, to have no heirs that could directly pretend to the title, ſo

that her eſtate here lapſed to the crown, and king Edward the third, in the fiftieth

year of his rule, granted the manors of Denton and Plomford, to the abby of St.

Mary Grace on Tower-hill, but Northcourt ſtayed in the crown until Richard the

ſecond
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ſecond granted it to Sir Simon de Burleigh, who being attainted in the tenth year of

his reign, that prince upon his tragedy, ſettled it upon the dean and canons of St.

Stephens at Weſtminſter, where they reſted until the diſſolution ; and then king

Henry the eighth, granted them to Sir Thomas Cheyney one of his privy councel,

whoſe laviſh and unthrifty ſon Henry lord Cheyney, after his eſtate mouldered away

by retail in the eighth year of queen Elizabeth, paſſed them away to Martin James,

Eſquire, whoſe great grandchild Mr. Walter James, is at this inſtant the indiſputa

ble proprietor of them.

Huntingfield in Eſtling, gave firname to that illuſtrious family of Huntingfield, and

ſtands a monument to this day, to inforce and perpetuate its memory to poſterity,

though the name be long ſince extinguiſhed and gone out in two daughters and co

heirs, being entombed in Coupledick and Norwich. The capital ſeat of this family,

was at Weſt-Wickham on the ſkirts of Surry, where I ſhall make a more ample men

tion of them : but they had other parcels of land which lay ſcattered in the ſeveral

pariſhes of Northfleet, Mepham, Ludflown, Cobham and other places, and it is

probable this family was poſſeſſed of an eſtate likewiſe in Somerſetſhire. For in Mr.

Biſhe’s late printed Notes upon Upton, one Walter de Huntingfield, is repreſented as

teſte to that memorable compačt, which bears date the twenty eighth of April, in the

forty ſecond year of Henry the third, and was made between Henry de Ferneburgh

and the abbot and convent of Glaſtenbury, to defend the lands of the aboveſaid abbot,

againſt all the claim or pretence of the biſhop of Bath and Wells, with the dean and

canons of the ſame place, or any of their champions; and certainly this Walter de

Huntingfield, is he who is mentioned to have paid reſpective aid, in the book called

Tºfta de Nevil, for much land which he held in Kent, at the marriage of Iſabella the

king's ſiſter, in the twentieth year of Henry the third. The laſt of this family who

was poſſeſſor of this manor was Sir John Huntingfield, who was ſummoned to fit

as a baron in parliament, in the thirty ſixth year of Edward the third ; and he paſſed

it away to Sir Simon de Burley, in whom it was reſident until the tenth year of Rich

ard the ſecond ; and then, he being by parliament convicted of high treaſon, for

ſeeking in a time when too much loyalty was ruinous, to ſupport the ſhaking prero

gative of his prince, againſt the affaults and impreſſions made upon it by ſome of

the ambitious nobility; this manor with Northcourt, likewiſe in this pariſh, which

was granted to him upon the deceaſe of Juliana counteſs of Huntington, eſcheated to

the crown, and there made its abode until the twenty firſt year of Richard the ſecond,

and then that prince ſettled it by a new grant, as appears, Pat. 1. an. 21. Rich. 2.

Mºmb. 35. pars tertia, on the dean and canons of St. Stephens in Weſtminſter, and

continued chained to their revenue, until the link was, by the general diſſolution of

religious conventions, in the reign of Henry the eighth, untied and broken, and

then being caſt into the demean of the crown, it was, in the thirty fifth year of

Henry the eighth, granted to Alured Randolph and John Guldford, Eſquires, and

they not long after, conveyed their intereſt in it by ſale to Sir Thomas Moile, from

whom the ſame fatality in the ſeventh year of Henry the ſixth, carried it away and

tranſplanted it into John Wild, F.ſquire; and he not long after, tranſmitted his con

cern in it to Gates, and from this name, the property, about the beginning of queen

Elizabeth, was by the ſame viciſſitude of ſale, conveyed to Martin James, Eſquire,

examiner of the chancery, from whom the title by deſcendant right, is flowed down

to his great grandchild Mr. Walter James, who is now in the poſſeſſion of it.

Effling had the grant of a market obtained to be held weekly, and a two days fair

at St. Croſs, by the mediation of Fulke de Peytorer, it the thirty ſecond year of
Edward the firſt.

Diven Arnold is a third place of mark in Eſtling. It is called ſo becauſe it was

in ages of a very venerable inſcripton, the inheritance of a family called Dive, and

it had the addition of Arnold, becauſe it was one Arnoldus de Dive poſſeſſed it, and

is often mentioned in deeds without date, and was teſte to a deed, whereby John de

Valoigns does convey lands to Robert de Dive, prior of the hoſpital of St. Johns of

Jeruſalem ; which is juſtified by a fine levied between the ſaid John and this Robert,

in the ninth year of Henry the third. And in this family did it continue until the be

ginning

~
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ginning of Richard the ſecond, and then it was alienated to Sharp, of Nin-place in

reat Chart, in which name the ſignory and title was for fundry generations conſtant,

until about the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, it was conveyed away to Thurſtan of

Challock, a name of great antiquity in that pariſh, from whom not many years after,

it went over by ſale to John Wild, Eſquire, and he, in the entrance of the govern

ment of queen Elizabeth, by the ſame revolution, diſpoſed of his right in it to Gates,

who alienated it after to Croyden, who in our fathers remembrance, tranſmitted it

by ſale to Bunce, and continues in the revenue of that family.

EASTRY, gives the name to the whole hundred wherein it is ſeated, and was

given to the church in the year of Grace 979, by king Egelred, that is, Etheldred,

father to Edmund Ironſide, et eſt de cibo monachorum, ſay the records of Chriſt

church, that is, it was granted to the monks for the ſupport of their kitchen, and

was in the firſt invention of the gift, I believe, inveſted in the eccleſiaſtical revenue,

purpoſely to expiate that murder which was at this place acted upon the perſons of

Ethelbert and Etheldred, brethren of Egbert king of Kent, by one Thunner; as if

that dark tinéture of guilt, which the effuſion of this royal and innocent blood had

ſtained the earth with, could not have been aſſoiled without ſo magnificent a donati

on. In the time of Edward the confeſſor, this manor was held by the monks of

Chriſt-church, under the notion of ſeven plough-lands, nor was it repreſented under

a leſs bulk in the reign of William the conqueror, and was rated in the whole in

Doomſday book, at thirty eight pounds ten ſhillings and three pence.

There was an ancient tradition, that that altar-tomb which was placed at the eaſt end

of the little chapel which belonged to Eaſtry court, was the ſepulchre wherein the re

liques of the two princes (mentioned before, to have been murdered) were enſhrined:

nay it went farther, and did affirm that there was a light hovered conſtantly about that

tomb, as if the clearneſs of the innocence of thoſe who ſlumbered under that repo

ſitory, could not have been manifeſted better then by the beams of ſuch a perpetual

irradiation.

Shrickling is a manor in this pariſh, which had always the ſame poſſeſſors with

Knowlton. Thomas Perrot held it in the fourth year of Edward the third, Rot.

Eſc. Num. 31, by whoſe daughter and heir, it devolved to Langley, and from Lang

ley by the heir general to Peyton: only I find Sir Edward Ringley knight, marſhall

of Calais, and bailiff of Sandwich, both by water and land, lived at Eaſtry in the

reign of Henry the eighth, and enjoyed this manor in right of his wife Elizabeth,

widow of Edward Langley, Eſquire.

Heronden in this pariſh, was the ſeat of a family known by that firname, who bore

for his coat armour, a heron with one talon erected, and gaping for breath. One of

this family lay buried near the chancel, in the time of Robert Glover, Somerſet herald,

with his portraiture and coat of arms in braſs affixed to the tomb-ſtone; both which

by the rude hand of ſome ſacrilegious perſon, are now torn away : yet is the coat ſtill

extant in very old rolls and regiſters in the heralds office, where the family is called

Heronden of Heronden. Nor is the name leſs ancient, as appears by deeds which

commence from the time of Henry the third, which related then to this houſe and

name. In the reign of Richard the ſecond, this family determined in a female heir,

who was married to Boteler of Botelers fleet in Aſh, and ſhe annexed this place to the

patrimony of this family, in which name the title of this place hath been ever ſince

fucceſſively laid up.

EWELL, in the hundred of Bewſborough, was a principal manſion of the knights

templers to which much land was united, both in this track and in Romney Marſh

where they held the manors of Hony; child and Eaſt-bridge, as appears by the book

called Liberdeterris Templariorum, collačted in the year 1136, and kept in the exchequer.

They were founded in the year II 18, in manner following. Certain knights obliged

themſelves by vow, in the hands of the hands of the patriarch of Jeruſalem, to five

Chriſt after the manner of $gular canons, in chaſtity and obedience, renouncing their

own wills for ever; they likewiſe profeſſed to defend the croſ, and ſepulcher ºf our

ſaviour from the eruptions of infidels, and to ſecure the highways for the indemnity

of
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of pilgrims, from the ambuſhes of free-booters, that they might more freely viſit

the place of our Saviour's agony and crucifixion. They were called templars. either

from their vow to defend the temple, or elſe, from thoſe lodgings which were aſſigned

them, near that place, by Baldwin the fourth king of Jeruſalem. This order in

the ſecond year of Edward the ſecond, was totally ſuppreſt throughout chriſtendom.

The crimes alledged againſt them, were pride, covetouſneſs, ſordid and unnatural

uncleanneſs, and laſtly private colluſions and treaties with infidels, which tended to

the ſubverſion of the chriſtian cauſe in Paleſtine, all which they ſolemnly renounced

at their death, which beſt interprets their innocence to future times; for certainly it

was impoſſible, that an order which had tied themſelves up, upon their inſtitution,

within the limitations of ſo ſtrict a vow, could univerſally at one time, and in all

places of the world where they were eſtabliſhed, degenerate into thoſe black, horrid

and prodigious crimes, wherewith their enemies beſpattered them. But indeed

thoſe who have fathomed the cauſe of this their total abolition, find, that they were

warping with ſome compliance too eagerly to a combination with the emperor, who

was then in conteſt with the pope, about vindicating his temporal power in Italy,

and elſe-where, from the unjuſt encroachments made upon it by that ſee. Which

his holineſs decrying, wrapt them up in thoſe pretended crimes, as the Roman per

ſecutors did the ancient chriſtians, in the ſkins of beaſts, that they might more

eaſily be devoured. Upon this their diſſolution, their houſe here at Temple Ewell,

was given to the knights of St. John baptiſt of Jeruſalem, an order rather reſtored

than inſtituted by one Girardus, whoſe vow was almoſt coincident in all the in

gredients of it, with that of the knights templers. . And in their demean did this

place lie wound up, until the final diſſolution, in the reign of Henry the eighth;

and then being linked to the revenue of the crown, it was fixed there until the

fixth year of Edward the fixth, and then it was granted to William Cavendiſh,

Eſquire, and he the ſame year conveyed it to Chriſtopher Sackvill, and Winefrid

his wife, who about the beginning of queen Elizabeth alienated it to John Daniell,

who about the latter end of that princeſs, dying without iſſue-male, his eſtate

here devolved to his two daughters and co-heirs, married to Mab and Wiſeman,

who both concurred, and by joint conſent alienated the propriety of this place,

about the beginning of king James, to Mr. Robert Bromley, who conveyed it to

Mr. . . . . . Ängell of London, whoſe ſon John Angell of Crowherſt, Eſquire, in

Surry, is now entituled to the fee-ſimple of it.

Boreſtall Banks in this pariſh, was, as high as any evidences do lead us to diſcover,

part of the ancient patrimony of the illuſtrious family of Diggs of Diggs-court in

Barham. John de Digge, of this family, was alderman of Canterbury in the year

1258, and was a great benefactor to the Franciſcans, who were newly ſeated at

Canterbury, and purchaſed for their ſupport, an iſland called Binnewith, in that

city; and from this John de Digge, did deſcend Roger de Digge, who paid re

ſpective aid at the making the Black Prince knight, for his lands at Berham, and

other places in the twentieth year of Edward the third, and died ſeized of this

manor, in the third year of Richard the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 19. John Diggs

his ſucceſſor, was ſheriff of Kent, in the ſecond year of Henry the fourth, and

John Diggs was ſheriff of this county, the fourth of Edward the fourth, and

this man's ſon, who alſo bore his name, was ſheriff of Kent in the eleventh year of

Henry the ſeventh. Briefly, after it had for many deſcents owned the intereſt of

this family, it was in the tenth year of queen Elizabeth conveyed away by ſale to

Stokes, in which family the poſſeſſion was permanent, until of very late time,

and then it was alienated to captain Temple of Dover.

*

2 Q EAST:
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AST-FARLEIGH lies in the hundred of Maidſton, and was given to the

- prior and monks of Chriſt-church in Canterbury, by Ediva the queen, mother

of the two kings Eadred and Edmund, in the year 941, and was, as Mr. Lambert,

out of ſome old records conjećtures, to find the convent with eel-pies. If you will

ſee how it was rated in the Conqueror's time, Doomſday Book will tell you that

Farnelege eſt manerium monachorum, & ºft de cibo eorum, & in tempore Edwardi Regis ſe

defendebat pro VI. Sullingis, & ºft appretiatum XXII lb. This manor, upon the re

ſignation of the revenue of the abovementioned cloiſter, coming to the crown,

king Henry the eighth, in the thirty-fourth year of his reign, granted this and Weſt

Farleigh, which was given to the priory of Chriſt-church, by the queen Eleanor,

in exchange for the port of Sandwich; which donation of hers, Edward the firſt,

(as the book of Chriſt-church informs me) fully ratified and confirmed, and likewiſe

devolved from the crown, upon the former ſurrender, to Sir Thomas Wiatt, who

was then one of his privy council, and remained entwined with his demean, until

his unfortunate attaint and tragedy, in the ſecond year of queen Mary, brought

them back, as eſcheated and forfeited to the crown; and then that princeſs the ſame

time, granted the manor of Weſt-Farleigh, and the ſite and demean of Eaſt-Far

ieigh to her attorney general Sir John Baker, who dying in the firſt year of queen

Elizabeth, gave Eaſt-Farleigh to his ſecond ſon Mr. John Baker, and Weſt-Farleigh

to his ſon and heir Sir Richard. John Baker had iſſue Sir Richard Baker, who about

the latter end of queen Elizabeth, paſſed away Eaſt-Farleigh to Sir . . . . Vane of

Burſtow in Hunton, in whoſe deſcendants, the propriety of it continues, at this in

ſtant; but Weſt. Farleigh devolved by deſcent from the aboveſaid Sir Richard, to

his great grandchild Sir John Baker, baronet, who hath very lately conveyed it by

ſale to Mr. Robert Newton of London, Grocer.T

Smiths Hill in Eaſt-Farleigh, hath been ever ſince the reign of Henry the ſixth,

the reſidence of the Brewers; though that ſeat where they were anciently planted be

fore was Brewers in Merworth, which was a manſion entituled to the poſſeſſion of

this family ſome hundred of years, and from whence William de Brewer did

originally iſſue out, who was lieutenant of Dover-caſtle, under king John, to whom

that king directs a ſpecial praecipe or command to deliver that important fortreſs to

Hubert de Burgh, lord warden of the cinque ports, as appears, Pat. 17. Reg. Joannis

memb. 2. Num, 102. This I rather mention, to manifeſt that this family anciently,

as now, hath been under no contemptible character in this county.

Toteſham Hall lies within the limits of Weſt-Farleigh, and was the manſion of a

family of eminent rank in this track. John de Toteſham was one of the recognitores

magne aſſe, as appears by the pipe rolls, in the reign of king John, and he was

grandfather to John de Toteſham, who held this ſeat at his deceaſe, as appears,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 17, taken in the fifth year of Edward the third. And from him did

it, in an uneven channel of ſucceſſive intereſt, come down to Anthony Toteſham,

Eſquire, the laſt of this name, at this place, who about the latter end of Henry

the eighth alienated this and Henherſt in Yalding to Chapman, in which family the

poſſeſſion dwelt, until the latter end of queen Elizabeth, and then it was by the

fame conveyance paſſed away to Lawrence, from which name not many years ſince,

it went away by purchaſe to Auguſtine Skinner, Eſquire, deſcended from an

ancient family of the Skinners in Lincolnſhire, and now by this new acquiſition

tranſplanted into Kent. -

FARNINGHAM, in the hundred of Clackſtan, vulgarly called Acſtane, with

the moiety of Chartons, was in the time of the Conqueror, held of the archbiſhop

of Canterbury, by Anſgodus Rubitomienſis, that that is, Anſgod de Roſe, and was rated

in Doomſday book at one ſulling or plough land, as it was before in the reign of .

Edward

+. The manor of Eaſt-Farleigh, of vaſt extent, was lately ſold by the ſtate to colonel Robert

Cibbons.
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Edward the confeſſor. But this name of Roſſe determining here about the end of

Henry the third, it came afterwards to be the pâtrimony of Fremingham, and

Ralph de Fremingham obtained a charter of free-warren to this manor, in the fifty

fifth year of Henry the third, after whom it deſcended fortified and fenced in with

this new acquired privilege, to John de Fremingham, who was firſt aſſiſtant to John

de Malmains of Faukham, not far diſtant, in his office of ſheriff, which was in the

tenth of Edward the ſecond, and was afterwards ſheriff of this county himſelf, in the

twelfth year, and then again in the eighteenth and nineteenth years of the above.

mentioned prince, and died poſſeſſed of Farningham, in the twenty-third year of

Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 145, parte ſecunda. Ralph de Fremingham, this

man’s ſon, was ſheriff of Kent, the thirty-ſecond of Edward the third, and in the

twentieth year of that prince, paid an auxiliary contribution, at making the Black

Prince knight, for lands conveyed over to him by his father, and whoſe tenure was

in knights ſervice, and lay in this pariſh, and held them at his deceaſe, which was in

the thirty-eighth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 19. This man's ſon

and heir was John Fremingham, who was one of the conſervators of the peace of

this county, in the firſt year of Richard the ſecond, and ſheriff of Kent in the ſecond

year of that prince, and afterwards had the cuſtody of this county again, in the

twelfth year of Henry the fourth, but died without iſſue; ſo that Ann his ſiſter,

married to Roger Iſley of Sundrich became his heir ; and ſo Farningham was with

her, brought to acknowledge the intereſt of this family, from whom it devolved to

John Iſley, whoſe widow Alice Iſley, died poſſeſſed of Farningham, in right of

jointure, in the firſt year of Henry the eighth, and from her it devolved to her ſon

Thomas Iſley, and he died ſeized of it in the eleventh year of Henry the eighth,

and it was found at his deceaſe, that it was held in knight's ſervice of Dover-caſtle,

by the payment of a rent ſervice, of twenty-one ſhillings per annum, and had the

eſtimate of a whole knight's fee.f. After him his ſon Sir Henry Iſley ſucceeded in

the poſſeſſion of this place, and being unfortunately convićted of high treaſon in

the ſecond year of queen Mary, Farningham and Chartons eſcheated to the crown,

and that princeſs, in the ſame year, granted them back to his ſon William Iſley,

Eſquire, and he in the third and fourth of Philip and Mary, by a deed enrolled in

chancery, paſſes away Farningham and the moiety of Chartons, to William Roper,

Eſquire, grandfather to Sir Anthony Roper, and Mr. Henry Roper, from whom,

upon a will made by his brother Sir Anthony Roper, wherein he deviſes the fee

fimple to Sir John Cotton of Lanwade in Cambridgeſhire baronet ; (deſcended

from a generous and knightly family of that ſirname, who, as appears by deeds,

muniments and ancient ſepulchral inſcriptions, have been reſident in that county,

almoſt four hundred years) who after a ſerious and ſolemn deciſion at law, is by ver

dićt enſtated in the poſſeſſion of it. - -

The other moiety of Chartons, gave firname to a family who held it, as ap

pears by Teſta de Nevil, in the twentieth year of Henry the third. In times of a

lower deſcent, it was the poſſeſſion of a good old family called Groveherſt. William

de Groveherſt paid reſpective aid for it, at making the Black Prince knight; and

from him it devolved to his ſucceſſor Richard Groveherſt, who in the reign of

Henry the fourth, determined in three daughters and co-heirs, married to Richard

Tickhill, Richard Hextall, and John Petit, who about the beginning of Henry

the ſixth, paſſed one moiety of it to John Martin, whoſe ſucceſſor and deſcendant

Edward Martin paſſed it away with Franks, mentioned in Horton Kirkby, in whoſe

revenue it lies now couched, about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, to alderman

Bathurſt, from whom, with Franks, it is now devolved by deſcent to be the in

heritance of Sir Edward Bathurſt.

Ralph de Fremingham obtained a weekly market to his manor of Farningham,

on the Tueſday, and a fair yearly to continue for four days, the vigil, the day of

St. Peter and Paul, and two days after, by grant from Henry the third, in the fifty.

fifth year of his reign, Pat. am. 55. Hen. 3. Memb. 12. Which grant was renewed

and confirmed to John de Fremingham, in the ſeventh and eighth years of Richard

the ſecond.

Chimbham,

t’this ſervice if it were pecuniary, as this was, it cage; if perſonal it was ſtiled per wardam, and was

was called adwardam, and was a tenure in free ſoc- a tenure in knights ſervice.
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Chimbham is another manor in this pariſh, which did give name to a family of that

appellation, for I find in the Book of Aid, that when John de Fremingham, pays

aid for his manors of Farningham and Chimbham, there is a recital of Lawrence

de Chimbham, which formerly held it in the reign of Henry the third. But it

is evident both by that record, and by the inquiſition taken after his death, which

was in the twenty-third year of Edward the third, that John de Fremingham held

it, and tranſmitted it to his ſon Ralph de Fremingham, whoſe ſon and heir John

Fremingham, dying without iſſue, Anne his ſiſter entered upon the poſſeſſion of

this, as his next heir, and brought it with her to her huſband Roger Iſley of Sun

dridge. And ſo this family became concerned in it, and kept their intereſt here un

til the reign of Henry the ſeventh, and then it was paſſed away to Sibill of Little

moat in Ainsford; in which name the propriety had not long been wrapt up,

when this family found its ſepulchre in a female heir. For Edward Sibill, the

laſt of this name, reſolved into a daughter and heir, married to Hide; and he not

many years ſince, conveyed it by ſale, to alderman Bunce of London.

FAIRFIELD, in the hundred of Langport, was given to the church of Chriſt

church in Canterbury, by St. Edmund archbiſhop of Canterbury, and chancellor of

the univerſity of Oxford, about the year 1238, and more to fortify the donation

affixed his ſeal, (Sigillo ſuo confirmavit, ſays the records of Chriſt-church) to the

original grant. This upon the ſuppreſſion, was upon the inſtitution of the dean and

chapter of Canterbury, by Henry the eighth, confirmed by grant to them.

FAUKHAM, in the hundred of Acſtane, was the ſeat, and gave the firname to

an ancient family called Faukham. The firſt whom I find upon record is Walloran

de Faukham, who flouriſhed here in the reign of Henry the ſecond, as appears by

the book called Nova Feoffamenta, taken in that prince's reign, and kept in the

exchequer. Afterwards, in times of a more modern date, it acknowleged the ſignory

of the lord Grandiſon, baron of Ferneborough, and Otho de Grandiſon is ſaid,

in the book of Aid, with Gilbert de Kikbie, to have held one knight's fee in

Faukham, of the biſhop of Rocheſter, which Roſe de Faukham and William de St.

Clere of Ferd in Wrotham formerly held, and this Otho lord Grandiſon held it at

his death, which was in the thirty-third year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num.41,

and left it to his ſon Thomas Grandiſon, who died without iſſue in the forty-ninth

year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſt. Num. 36. So that his eſtate here, and in other

places, was divided between his ſiſters and co-heirs ; whereof this came to be poſ

ſeſſed by Sir John Northwood, in right of Agnes one of his ſiſters, from whom by

a conſtant line of ſucceſſion, it was guided down to his ſon Sir Roger Northwood,

who was extinguiſhed in a female heir, called Albina Northwood, married to John

Diggs, Eſquire, of Diggs-court in Berham, who was ſheriff of Kent, in the ſecond

year of Henry the fourth, and ſo in her right, this manor devolved to this family,

and lay couched in their eſtate until the latter end of Henry the eighth ; and then

it was paſſed away to Barham, of Barham-court in Teſton. In which name the pro

priety had not been long reſident, when Thomas Barham, Eſquire, concluded in a

daughter and heir called Anne, who was married to Sir Oliver Boteler, who caſt

this into his revenue, from whom it is now come down to Sir Oliver Boteler baronet,

only ſon of Sir William Boteler, ſlain at Cropready bridge, in aſſerting the royal

quarrel. ſ -

FRENDSBURY, in the hundred of Shamell, hath ſeveral places in it worthy

of our cogniſance. The firſt is Eſlingham, which was given to the church of St.

Andrews in Rocheſter, by Kenulfus king of Mercia, as the book called Textus

Roffenſis informs me; but by the regiſters of that church, I find that John de St.

Clere, held it in the leaſe of the convent, about the ninth year of Edward the third;

and after him a family called Neal, who had large poſſeſſions about Higham, were

leſſees to the cloiſter. In the fixth year of Henry the ſixth, I find John Rykeld

held it, and kept his ſhrievalty at this place; after him a family called Frogenhall,

was by right of leaſe in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, poſſeſſed of it, but upon

the ſuppreſſion of this monaſtery of St. Andrews, in the twenty-ninth year of

Henry
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Henry the eighth, this manor was found to be leaſed to Audley and Fiſher; and

then the fee-ſimple in reverſion was granted to Thomas lord Cromwell earl of

Eſſex; who being by the malice of his enemies, who had raiſed all their black

engines of miſchief upon him, aſperſed with the calumnious reproach of high

treaſon, was attainted in the thirty-ſecond year of Henry the eighth, and, made a

peace-offering to the fury of his irreconcileable adverſaries ; then this, by eſcheat,

returns back to the crown; after which that prince, by his royal conceſſion, makes

it the inheritance of Sir William Drury of Norfolk, in which family it remained,

until times of our knowledge and remembrance, and then the intereſt was by ſafe,

tranſlated into Henry Clerk, Eſquire, ſerjeant at law, and late recorder of Rocheſter,

from whom it is now come down to his ſon and heir Francis Clerk, Eſquire, col

laterally deſcended from that eminent ſoldier Sir John Clerk of Wilroughby in War

wickſhire, who took Lewis de Orleans duke of Longueville priſoner, in that "me

morable encounter commenced between Bomy and Spours, villages not far diſtant

from Terowan or Terwin, in the fifth year of Henry the eighth, which was ſignally

teſtified by that prince, when by this favour and command, there was annexed this

augmentation to his paternal coat, viz, upon a canton azure, a demy ram ſaliant ar

gent, armed or, between two flower de lis of the laſt, over all a batton or truncheon

(which intimates to us, that that captive duke, was one of the marſhalls of France)

dexterways in bend, of the ſecond.

Chaddington is a ſecond place of account, and repreſents to our remembrance,

the lords of Cobham, who were in elder times, lords of the fee. John de Cobham

died ſeized of it, in the twenty-eighth year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num, 42.

And from this John, did it ſucceſſively flow down to Henry lord Cobham, who was

attainted in the firſt year of king James, upon whoſe convićtion, this manor eſ

cheated to the crown; and that prince ſome few years after, granted it to his kinſ

man Lodowick duke of Lenox ; but he dying without iſſue, it deſcended to his

nephew James duke of Lenox lately deceaſed, whoſe dutcheſs dowager during the

minority of the duke, her ſon, holds the preſent enjoyment of it.

Goddington is a third place which calls for our conſideration ; it was parcel of

the patrimony of the ancient family of Charles. Robert Charles, who was poſſeſſed

of land about Hilden in Tunbridge, and was bailiff of the foreſt or chaſe there to

Robert de Clare, earl of Glouceſter, was ſeized of it at his death, which was in the

twenty-ninth year of Edward the firſt, Rot Eſc. Num, 74. From whom it de- .

volved to Nicholas Charles, who dying without iſſue in the eleventh year of

Richard the ſecond, Alice one of his ſiſters and co-heirs brought this to be the in

heritance of William Snaith, ſheriff of Kent in the ninth year of king Henry the

fourth, deſcended from William de Snaith, who was made chancellor of the king's

exchequer, during pleaſure, in the time of Edward the third ; but this family like

wiſe going out in a daughter and heir, ſhe by marrying with Watton, whoſe an

ceſtor held lands at Rydley near Aſh, in the twentieth year of Edward the third,

annexed it to the income of that family, in which name the title hath ever ſince, by

an even and permanent ſucceſſion reſided. - -

Wainſcot is the laſt place of any eminence. It was a branch which was engrafted

upon that demean which fell under the fignory of the Colepepers of Alresford.

Walter Colepeper of Preſton in that pariſh, held it at his death, which was in the

firſt year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 80. And into the patrimony of this

family did the right of it, by a ſucceſſion of many deſcents, even ſeem to have been

riveted, having continued conſtant to this name, from the abovementioned Walter

Colepeper, until the reign of queen Elizabeth ; and then it was alienated to Ran

dolph, from which family, in times which were within the circle of our fathers re

membrance, it paſſed away by ſale to Somers, deſcended from William Somer, chan

cellor of the exchequer in the reign of Henry the fixth, who held much land in the

hundred of Hoo, whoſe ſon not many years ſince paſſed it away to Mr. Robinſon of

Rocheſter. -

2 R - FREN
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FRENSTED, in the hundred of Eyhorne, was honoured anciently, by being

parcel of the patrimony of the noble family of Crombwell, written ſo in elder times,

though ſince a ſofter pronunciation hath been quilted into the name, ſo that in times

of a more modern aſpect, it hath been written Cromwell, who had here a ſeat called

now Merium-court, but in elder orthography written Mereham-court. The firſt of

this family whom I find poſſeſſed of it, was John de Crombwell, who in the eighth

year of Edward the ſecond, as Sir Henry Spelman, in his Gloſſary, in the word

Banneretus, cites the record out of the office of the Pell, was written Banneret. Now

what theſe Bannerets were, I ſhall briefly unfold; they were formerly called ſex

illiferi, becauſe their inveſtiture anciently was, by delivering to them a guidon,

which was nothing but a pennon cut off at the end, which before flowed out into

an acute angle, and now was faſhioned and compoſed into a ſquare. And as anciently,

thirteen knights fees, did in the vulgar eſtimate, make up a tenure per barionam ;

ſo did ten º: fees compoſe a banneret, out of which he was (whenſoever the

affairs of the prince did require) to bring into the field twelve or fixteen chevaliers

or horſemen, and thoſe perſons of no cheap'or inconſiderable account, but ſuch as

could (as Sir Henry Spelman notes, ex praediis & peculio proprio) out of their own

patrimony, equip, horſe and furniture of arms, proportionate to the ſervice they

were to be embarked in.

But to proceed; Ralph de Crombwell, ſon of the aboveſaid John, in the ninth

year of Edward the ſecond, obtained a charter of free-warren, to his lands here at

É. and Meriam-court, but his family, after the grant of this franchiſe, did

not long poſſeſs their inheritance here; for Richard de Crombwell, this man's ſon,

about the beginning of Edward the third, pafied it away to Hugh Girund, in whom

the title was as fickle and volatile ; for he determining in Mawd his ſole daughter

and heir, ſhe by marrying with Henry de Chalfhunt, made it his patrimony, and

he in his wife’s right, was ſeized of it at his death, which was in the forty-ninth year

of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 14, and in this family, did the propriety of

Meriam-court, and other lands at Frenſted, continue inveſted until the entrance of

Henry the ſixth ; and then it was paſſed away to Hadde, now called Hadds, and

William Hadde held Meriam-court, and the land' annexed to it here at Frenſted at

his deceaſe, which was in the thirty-fourth year of Henry the ſixth, and in this

family was the poſſeſſion conſtantly reſident, until that age which fell within the

circle of our grandfathers knowledge ; and then it was conveyed to Archer, from

which family, ſome few years ſince, it went off by ſale to Thatcher.

2okes-court is another ancient ſeat in Frenſted, which, as high as any beam, either

of publick record, or private muniments, can conduct me to a diſcovery, I find,

acknowleged the noble family of Northwood, and owned the intereſt of that family,

until the thirty-fifth year of Edward the third, and then Roger de Northwood

dying without iſſue-male, bequeathed it to his only daughter and heir, Albina

Northwood; who by marrying with John Digge, of Diggs-court in Berham, united

this ſeat to the intereſt of that name and family, and they, to keep life in her

memory, (a ſmall preferment beyond the fate of human frailty) that had improved

their paternal inheritance with ſo great a ſupplement of additional eſtate, erected a

fair monument over her aſhes in Berham church, adorned it with a French epitaph,

which inſtructs the reader, whoſe duſt ſleeps beneath the marble repoſitory. In

deed in this ačt, this family ſeemed to be corrivals with the Egyptians, who ex

pended more upon the ſtructure of their tombs than houſes, becauſe they knew

they were to dwell longer in them. But I have digreſſed. I now proceed; thus

have you ſeen how this ſeat fell under the ſignory of Diggs, and the ſucceeding

records of this family will inform you, that the title made its abode in this name,

until almoſt that age we call our fathers; and then it was tranſmitted by ſale to

Archer, from whom not many years ſince, a fatality like the former, hath now

brought it to be the poſſeſſion of Thatcher.

FEVER

-
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FEVERSHAM affords a name to the whole hundred wherein it is placed. In

the year 812, in the charter of Kenulf king of Mercia, it is called the king's little

town. It ſeems it was of no big dimenſion then, though it be multiplied and

ſwoln into a greater bulk fince; yet, as ſmall as it was, Athelſtan in the year 903,

held a public moot or great counſel here, (which aſſemblies, ſince the Norhans

entering here, were termed parliaments) and enačted ſeveral laws in this convention.

Probably enough, it belonged to the crown in elder times, and was a manor-houſe

of the kings ; for William the Conqueror (as the records of St. Auſtins teſtify.)

gave the advowſon of the church, to that abby, in the year 1072, and the manor

itſelf to a Norman, in recompence of ſome ſignal ſervice. But when king Stephen

reſolved to erect the abby there, he compounded with William de Ipre, earl of

Kent, and gave him the manor of Lilly-church in exchange for it, and his queen

Matilda, raiſed a ſtately monaſtery which ſhe ſtored with monks, of the order of

St. Bennet, which were brought thither by Clarembald the firſt abbot, from the

abby of St. Mary’s, at Bermondſey in Southwark, and procured a letter to be writ

from Peter Abbot of that place, to abſolve and releaſe them from all obedience, to

the order of the Cluniacs. And here was king Stephen, Matilda his wife, and

Euſtace earl of Boloign, his ſon, lord warden of the cinque ports, and conſtable of

Dover-caſtle ſolemnly interred. Of which former king it is obſerved, that though

his reign was rough and tempeſtuous, by reaſon of his perpetual debates and con

teſts, with Mawd the empreſs and her ſon, concerning the title, yet were there

more religious convents erected in his rule than either before or after; which made

it appear, though the times were bad they were not impious. And certainly, from

the uneven and imperfect proſpect, which thoſe times, folded up in the flame and

ſmoak of civil war, have afforded us of this prince, and of his ſway of the ſcepter,

we may conclude that in all things, he was fit to be a king, but that he was one.

Thorne the chronicler relates two conteſts that happened between the monks of St.

Auguſtins and others; the firſt was between them and king John, animated by

Hughbert archbiſhop of Canterbury, touching the right of patronage of the church

of St. Mary Charity at Feverſham. The king apprehending the advowſon of the

church belonged to him, or at leaſt made to believe ſo by the archbiſhop, preſents

a clerk to the church, and commands his preſentment ſhould be received, which

they not only diſobeyed, but ejećted the clerk, and ſent diverſe of their monks to

maintain the poſſeſſion of the church by ſtrong hand. Which the king underſtand

ing, commanded Reginald de Cornhill the ſheriff, to diffeiſe them and reſtore his

preſented clerk, which he, in order to the king's injunétion, not without a vigorous

reſiſtance by the monks, effected. Upon which, the monks complain to Stephen

the popes legate, who then was there journeying to Rome, and in his way ſojourned

at their cloiſter. And he compaſſionating their condition, adviſed them to ſend

their prior to Rome, leaſt the power of the ſee apoſtolick might, by this affront

and inroad upon it, be trampled under foot. Hereupon the pope, upon adver

tiſement received, iſſues out a commiſſion to underſtand the matter in debate; but

the monks upon a ſerious debate with themſelves, knowing the king's impetuous

temper, found out a more compendious method for an accommodation, and

preſented the king with two hundred marks in a purſe, and a meet palfrey for his

ſaddle, by which donative they ſo endeared the king, that they obtained reſtitution

df their right, and made him for the future, their gracious patron. -

Another conflićt fell out after this, between the abbot, and mayor and burgers

of this town, about ſome-intruſions and encroachments made by the townſmen, as

was pretended, upon the franchiſes of the church. You may be ſure Thorn who

relates it, is warped with a partial engagement to his own fraternity, and with that

caution you may read him. Upon the diſſolution made in the reign of Henry the

eighth, this manor with all it privileges returned to the crown, and lay incorporated

with its revenue until the reign of king Charles. And then it was granted to Sir

Dudley Diggs of Chilham caſtle, who not long after ſettled it on his ſecond ſon Mr.

Jo. Digg, who not long ſince demiſed it to Sir George Sonds of Leeze

COurt.

c Fiſhbourne

*
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Fiſhbourne, in this pariſh, is an ancient manor, from whence a family of that fir–

name borrowed its appellation. One John de Fiſhbourn was a witneſs to that

charter, by which a place called Meffewell was given to Feverſham abby, in the

reign of Henry the ſecond. Afterwards, in the reign of Edward the third, I find

the Dreylonds to be poſſeſſed of it, but their ancient ſeat was at Cokeſditch in this

pariſh. For in a deed dated the twenty-fifth year of Edward the third, John the

ſon of Stephen Dreylond, whereby he demiſes ſome land in a place called Crouch

field, to William Makenade, writes himſelf of Cokeſditch; and in this family did

the intereſt of Fiſhbourne continue, until the beginning of Henry the eighth. And

then it was alienated to Simons, to which name the title hath remained conſtantly

allied to this day. Nor was Cokeſditch fixed in Dreylond by a tenure more per

manent, for Katharine, ſole heir of Sir Richard Dreylond, was married to Reginald

Norton of Milton, Eſquire, and ſo with her both the name and propriety of this

lace were entombed in this family; and this Reginald, upon his deceaſe, gave it to

his ſecond ſon William Norton, and from him ſucceſſively was it tranſmitted to

others of that line, until thoſe times which confined upon our fathers remembrance;

and then it was alienated to Parſons, who was not long ſeated in his new acquiſitions,

but he conveys it away to Aſhton, by whoſe daughter and heir it is lately tranſ

planted into Buck.

FRITTENDEN, in the hundred of Cranbroke, reſolves itſelf into ſeveral

places which call for our notice. The firſt is Comden. It was claſped up within the

revenue of the priory of Leeds, until the ſtorm or hurricane rather, in the reign of

Henry the eighth, threw it into the demean of the crown. And then that prince,

in the thirty-ſecond year of his reign, conveyed it by grant to Sir Walter Henley,

and he in the thirty-fourth year of Henry the eighth, tranſmitted it by his deed to

Sir John Baker, whoſe ſucceſſor Sir John Baker, even in thoſe times, which en

trenched on our remembrance, paſſed it away to Mr. . . . . . Cleyton of London. .

Bewper is the ſecond place of account in this pariſh. It was in elder times an ap

pendage or fragment of that demean, which did contribute to the ſupport of the

abby of Feverſham, and upon the ſuppreſſion of that cloiſter or ſeminary, by

Henry the eighth, it was in the thirty-fifth year of that prince's reign, granted to

Sir Thomas Moil, who not long after paſſed it away to Robert Prat. And his ſon

Mr. Francis Prat, primo Elizabethae, by fine conveyed it to Mr. Edward Bathurſt,

who not many years after, tranſplanted his intereſt here by ſale into Sir Richard

Baker, anceſtor to Sir John Baker of Siſinghurſt, baronet, who now by paternal

ſucceſſion, is entituled to the inſtant ſignory of it.

Wallinghurſt and Buckhurſt are two petty manors, which belonged to the abby of

Feverſham, but upon the ſuppreſſion of that convent, they were pared off, and by

grant from Henry the eighth, in the twenty-ninth year of his reign, were enſtated

upon Thomas lord Cromwell earl of Eſſex. But long he was not endowed with

them; for in the thirty-ſecond year of that prince's government, he was beſpat

tered and blaſted with an accuſation of high treaſon, which the ſubtlety of his ad

verſaries had woven ſo cloſely together that he was entangled in it; and being at

tainted, forfeited both his life and eſtate to the fury, I cannot ſay juſtice, of an

incenſed prince ; amongſt the ruins of his patrimony, theſe two places were com

prehended, and upon his ſhipwreck-it returned to the crown. And then king

Henry the eighth, by a new grant in the ſame year they eſcheated, paſſed them

away to Sir John Baker of Siſingherſt in Cranebroke, from whom they are now

come dovan to Sir John Baker baronet, his ſucceſſor.

UpperFº was involved in that ſpacious inheritance, which fell under the

dominion of the lord Badeleſmer, of whom I ſhall ſpeak more at Leeds, and when

he by his diſloyalty hath forfeited both life and fortune to the crown, this was en

wrapt in the eſcheat, but was reſtored in the ſecond year of Edward the third to

Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer, this man's ſon, and he in the twelfth year of that

prince, held it at his death, Rot. Eſc. Num, 44. But Giles his only brother dying

without iſſue, his great eſtate was ſplit into parcels, and this with ſome more of his

demean
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demean was allotted to Mawd his ſiſter and co-heir, who was married to John Vere

earl of Oxford, and he in her right was poſſeſſed of it at his death, which was in the

thirty fourth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 84. And in this family did

it reſide until the beginning of Henry the fourth, and then it was paſſed away by

ſale to St. Leger, to whoſe patrimony it remained annexed until the government of

Philip and Mary; and then an alienation like the former, brought it over to Lone,

deſcended from the Lones of Lancaſhire, where there is yet a houſe of the name; and

being thus fixed in this family, the poſſeſſion continues ſtill united to it.

FORDWICH, in the hundred of Weſt-gate, was given to the abbot and monks

of St. Auſtins (as the annals of the convent teſtify) by king Edward the confeſſor,

and was given ad veſtitum, for reparation of their apparel. And there is a tradition,

that Hemp-Hall which was an appendage to this manor, did pay a quit-rent in hemp :

but certainly it muſt be then for the uſe of thoſe ſecular perſons which related as

officers and ſervants to this cloiſter; for the monks themſelves being under the rule

of Bennet, harrowed their ſkin with ſhirts of hair, and ſlept veffiti in their apparel,

the more to tame and control the mutinies and diſorders of the fleſh. But to advance:

After this manor (which the piety of former ages had planted in the revenue of the

church) had for a large decurſion of time, owned no other proprietor, it was by the

diſſolution, in the twenty ninth of Henry the eighth, emptied into the income of the

crown, where it lay, until Edward the ſixth, in the ſeventh year of his reign, granted

it to Sir Thomas Cheyney, and he not long after, alienated his concern in it to John

Johnſon, from whom it came over by purchaſe to Paramour, who paſſed it away to

the lady Elizabeth Finch, widow of Sir Moile Finch; whoſe ſon Thomas Finch

earl of Winchelſey, almoſt in our memory, paſſed it away to John Finch baron of

Fordwich, late lord keeper of the great ſeal of England, in the year 1640, and in

him does the inſtant ſignory of it reſide.

FOLKSTONE does contribute a name to the hundred in which it is ſituated. .

The manor itſelf with the manor of Walton, was given to the nunnery of Eadbald -

1<ing of Kent, which it ſeems was of that repute in thoſe times, that Eanſwide his

daughter was there veiled a nun, under the rule of St. Bennet; and Ermenred and

Ercombert his ſons, changed their hopes of a crown into thoſe of one more celeſtial,

and folded up all their earthly glories in a monaſtick cowl, which they aſſumed at

this place, under the diſcipline of St. Bennet. But this cloiſter was ſome ages after,

partly by the fury of the Danes, and partly by the impreſſions of the ſea, reduced

into a heap of ruins; ſo that in the reign of William the conqueror, Nevil de

Mundeville laid the foundations of a new priory in another place of the town; which

was much augmented afterwards by William de Averenches, who had married his

only daughter. But it ſeems upon the former devaſtation of this religious ſeminary,

the manor had returned to the crown: for in the year 1038, Canutus reſtored to Chriſt

church in Canterbury (as the records of that convent do intimate) this manor of

Folkſton, which Athelſtan, ſon of king Edward, in the year 928, had formerly

granted to them for the health of his father's ſoul, and to the honour of Ulfehelme

arch-prieſt of Canterbury, but with this reſtriction he limits and bounds this his con

ceſſion, that this manor thus returned to the church, ſhould never be alienated by

the archbiſhop without the conſent of the king and the convent of Chriſt church,

who, it appears, joined with William the Conqueror and the archbiſhop of Canter

bury, and faſtened it again to this priory, where it remained until it was torn away

by the ſuppreſſion, in the time of Henry the eighth, and annexed to the crown :

afterwards that prince, in the thirtieth year of his reign, tranſplanted his intereſt in

it and Walton, by grant into Edward lord Clinton, and he the ſame year paſſed them

away to Thomas lord Cromwell earl of Eſſex, who being attainted in the thirty ſe

cond year of the aboveſaid prince, the property of Folkſton and Walton returned to

the crown, and reſided in the royal patrimony, until the ſecond year of queen Mary,

and then they were regranted to Edward lord Clinton aboveſaid, who not long after

conveyed them to Mr. Henry Herdſon, whoſe grandchild Mr. Francis Herdſon, ali

enated them to his uncle Mr. John Herdſon, about the latter end of queen Elizabeth;

- 2 S and



158 V 1 L L A R e C A N T I A N U M ; OR,

and he upon his deceaſe (without any lawful iſſue) gave them to his nephew Sir

Bafill Dixwell, knight and baronet, deſcended from the ancient family of Dixwell in

the north riding of Yorkſhire; who likewiſe making his exit without any lawful

iſſue, Mark Dixwell, Eſquire, his nephew, became his heir, and from him is the

property of both theſe places deſcended to his ſon and heir Baſil Dixwell, Eſquire.

The nunnery of Folkſton aboveſaid, being much defaced, was in the time of

Henry the third, re-edified and re-eſtabliſhed by John de Clinton, John de Segrave

and Julian his wife ; which was upon this ſecond erection ſtored with nuns, who

were to live as formerly, under the rule of St. Bennet, and dedicated to St. Peter

and St. Eanſwith. But when it was found, in the ſecond year of Henry the fifth,

that it related by foreign dependance, to the abby of Lonley in Normandy, it was

by that prudent and cautious monarch ſuppreſt.

There were five churches anciently in Folkſton, three of which were dedicated

to St. Peter, St. Mary, and St. Paul , all which, and one more, whoſe name

is not now obvious, were long ſince by the aſſaults of the elements and devaſtations

of men, utterly diſmantled: only that which was erected in the year 1095, by

Nigellus de Muneville, and devoted to St. Mary and St. Eanſwith, hath been too hard

a morſel for the teeth of time to conſume.

Folkſton had the grant of a market procured to be held here weekly on the Thurſ.

day, by the mediation of Geffrey Fitz Peter, in the ſixth year of king John, which

was confirmed to William de Averenches, in the fixteenth year of the aboveſaid

prince, and renewed to Sir John Segrave, in the twenty ſecond year of Edward the

third, for two markets, one on the Tueſday and the other on the Thurſday.

Richard the ſecond granted to Sir John Clinton, that a market ſhould be obſerved

weekly at Folkſton, on the Wedneſday, and a fair yearly on the vigil and day of

St. Giles, as appears Pat. 13. Richardi ſecundi memb. 14. pars 2.

Eabald king of Kent, about 1ooo years ſince, built a caſtle at the ſouth part of

this town of Folkſton, which being ſhrunk into decay, William de Averenches

erected a fort in the year 1068, on the foundation of the formerly demoliſhed pile,

whoſe ruinous ſhell or ſkeleton is yet viſible.

I have ſeen a leaf by ſome injurious hand torn out from the Leger book of Folk.

ſton, which ſets forth the entertainment which the family of Poynings were to have,

when they came to hear maſs at the priory; a ſubtle artifice uſed by the monks of

that age, to catch the benevolence of the nobleſt and opulent families of the nation,

that certainly (had not the ſtatute of mortmain, or law of amortization made in the

ſeventh year of Edward the firſt, reſtrained and contračted the unlimited bounty of

the laity to theſe religious cloiſters) almoſt all the land which was of ſecular intereſt,

had been ingulphed in the revenue of the church; ſo that, as one well obſerves, this

over ačtive and operative devotion, would have dedicated all to God, and have left

little or nothing to have given to Caeſar. -

Terlingham and Ackhanger, were the patrimony, as high as the reign of the Conqueror,

(as Doomſday inſtructs us) of William de Muneville, the repairer and reſtorer, if not

founder and eſtabliſher of Folkſton priory. By whoſe daughter and heir they de

volved to William de Averenches, who had iſſue William de Averenches, in whom

the male line failed, ſo that Matilda de Averenches, his ſole heir, by marrying

Hamon de Crevequer, baron of Leeds caſtle, made them parcel of his demean;

who by his addition, ſo ſwelled his eſtate, that he was ſtiled the great lord of Kent,

and was of that eſteem in this county, that by a general conſent and counſel of the

barons of the cinque ports, the cuſtody of the ſea coaſt from Haſtings to Pool

was committed to his care and inſpection, Pat. 19. Hen. tertii memb. 14.

And he held theſe manors at his death, which was in the forty ſeventh year

of...Henry the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 33. And he left them to his ſon Hamon

de Crevequer, who was enwrapt in the faction and rebellion of Simon de

Montfort, earl of Leiceſter, raiſed againſt Henry the third ; but was, by that

act of oblivion, and clemency, ſtiled Dičium de Kenilworth, paſſed by that

Prince in the fiftieth year of his reign, called to mercy, and to moſt part of his

late,
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eſtate, excepting Leeds-caſtle, Berſted, Chetham, and ſome other pieces, but

died without iſſue; ſo that Eleanor, married to Bertram de Crioll, Juliana firſt

married to Nicholas de Sandwich, and ſecondly to Roger de Segrave, and two

others who were married to Lenham, and Pateſhull, became, as they were his four

fiſters, his four co-heirs. And upon the partition of the eſtate, theſe two manors

came over to be the patrimony of Crioll, and Bertram de Crioll abovementioned

held them at his death, which was in the twenty-third year of Edward the firſt, Rot.

Eſt. Num, 48, and left them to John his only ſon, who dying childleſs, Joan his

filter, married to Sir Richard de Rokeſley, became his heir ; but he determining

likewiſe in a female heir called Joan, ſhe by eſpouſing Sir Thomas de Poynings,

father of Michael de Poynings of Terlingham, ranged theſe places under the

demean of that family, in which they remained, until the latter end of Henry the

ſeventh ; and then Sir Edward Poynings gave them in dower, with Mary his

natural daughter, to Thomas lord Clinton, whoſe ſon Edward lord Clinton, about

the beginning of queen Mary, by ſale paſſed them away to Herdſons, from whom

py teſtament they came over to Dixwell, in which family the poſſeſſion of them is

ſtill permanent.

Morehall is a ſmall manor in this pariſh, to which William de Valentia obtained

a charter of privileges, in the twenty-ſeventh year of Henry the third. After him

I find the Morehalls to be poſſeſſors of it, who ingrafted their own name upon it;

and John de Morehall paid reſpective aid, at the making the Black Prince knight,

for his manor of Morehall, in the twentieth of Edward the third. After this

family was extinét, the Bakers of Caldham, about the reign of Henry the fourth,

were inveſted in the poſſeſſion, and not many years after, Brandred, by one of the

co-heirs of Baker, became lord of the fee; from which family, by ſale, it paſſed

away to Sir Thomas Brown, from whom deſcended Sir Matthew Brown knight,

who in our grandfathers memory conveyed his right in it to Godman, who is ſtill

lord of the fee.

Hope-Aouſe in Folkſton, belonged to the Houghams, a noble and knightly family

inhabiting at Hougham, not far diſtant, and Robert de Hougham died ſeized of it

in the forty-firſt year of Henry the third. In the reign of Edward the ſecond, I

find the Clintons poſſeſſed of it, and William de Clinton, earl of Huntington, died

ſeized of it in the twenty-eighth year of Edward the third ; and from him it de

ſcended to his kinſman John de Clinton, great grandfather to John lord Clinton,

who about the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, ſold it away to Davis, from which

family by a daughter, and partly by purchaſe, it came over to Leſfington, and he

in our fathers remembrance, alienated his concern in it- to Hopday, whoſe ſon is

the inſtant poſſeſſor of it. “

Bredmer or Berdmer, is the laſt place worthy any conſideration. It is partly

ſituated in Folkſton, and partly in Cheriton. That there was a family of this name,

was moſt certain; for in ancient deeds and court-rolls of Valoigns, who was lord

of Cheriton after Scotton, I find frequent mention of ſeveral of this name, who

held land of this family. But in the Book of Aid, I find William de Brockhull

held the fourth part of a knight's fee in Cheriton, which was this, in the twentieth

year of Edward the third. From this name, by Elizabeth heir of Thomas Brock

hull, it came to be the poſſeſſion of Richard Selling, Eſquire, and here it reſted

until the beginning of Henry the eighth, and then it was paſſed away to Edmund

Inmith, a retainer to Thomas lord Clinton, who gave it to his ſecond ſon Edmund

Inmith, and he was extinguiſhed in two daughters and co-heirs ; one was married to

Reyner, and the other to Baker, who in her right ſhared this place, and in the

reign of king James, paſſed it away by ſale to Ben, who holds the inſtant poſſeſſion

of it. - - *

*-

\

DEPTFORD
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EPTFORD, in the hundred of Blackheath, and Lath of Sutton at Hone, ſo

called from the deep channel of Ravenſbourne. The river that here ſlideth

into the Thames, was heretofore called Weſt-Greenwich, from the turning of the

river Thames in ſuch a crooked compaſs, and the green meadows adjacent. Giſle

bert Magminot or Magminiot, for he was a great favorite to William the Conqueror,

was one of thoſe eight barons and truſtees, that were joined to John de Fiennes,

for the ſure guard of Dover-caſtle, and were aſſigned competent lands for the

maintenance of that ſervice ; his caſtle or ſcite of his barony, hath been long time

buried in its own ruins, yet ſome remains of ſtony foundations, make me con

jećture it ſtood near Says-court in Bromfield, upon the brow of the Thames bank,

near the Maſt Dock where the ſkeleton of Sir Francis Drake's ſhip was laid up, and

in a very ſhort time nothing left of her ; but the fame of her captain and ſteersman,

cannot periſh, ſo long as hiſtory ſhall laſt.

But to return to the former ſubject, it may appear by the quire of Dover-caſtle,

tranſmitted on record in the king's exchequer, that it had the reputation of a barony

and theſe knight's fees were held of it. -

Pevinton Kanc. duo feoda militum.

Eſſwale Kanc. unum fºodum militis.

Davinton Kanc. duo feoda militum.

Cuckleſion alias Cuckfton Kanc, unum feodum militis.

Waldeſwareſchare Kanc. 3. feoda militum.

Leckhamſted-Bucks unum feodum.

Kemnington-Hert. duo feoda militum.

Gothurſt Northampton unum feodum militis.

Hertwell-Northampton duo feoda militum.

Bradſton-Suffolk ---

Hecchºrry } duo feoda militum.

JWhitfield Kamc. unum feodum militis.

Coudham-Kamc. duo feoda militis.

Bredinghurſt Kanc. anum feodum militis.

;:*} tria feoda militum.

Brickhill-Bucks unum feodum militis.

JHac ſunt feoda de Baronia de Magminat, quae tenentur de Willielmo de Say, que ipſe

tenet de Rege per Baroniam : Et reddunt Wardam ad Caſtrum Dovoriae. Per 32.

Septimanas. -
-

You may find mention of Walkelme Magminot, in the catalogue of the lord

wardens. But the daughter and heir of this line was married to Say, fronſ whom

it came to be called Says-court, which name it ſtill retaineth ; and was by reaſon

of the commodiouſneſs of the meadow belonging to it, and ſtalls there erected,

made a place, in the time of the late king, for feeding ſheep and oxen, ſerved by

compoſition for the king's houſe.

William duke of Suffolk, held the manor of Weſt-Greenwich, and one meſſuage

in Deptford, anno 29. Hen. 6. by Weſt-Greenwich, which was meant by that which

we now call Deptford Strand ; and by Deptford, is meant the upper town, where a

fair ſtrong ſtone bridge, lately erected, doth acknowledge the ſole royal bounty of

Ring Charles, by this inſcription.

“This bridge was re-edified at the only charge of king Charles, in the fourth year

of his reign, anno Dom. 1628.” In former times it was repaired at the charge of the

county adjacent. For I find by a record in the tower. Eſc. Anno 20. Edw. 3, n. 66.

Quod
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guod Reparatio Pontis de Depeford, pertinet ad homines Hundredi de Blackheath, & non

ad bomines Villarum de Eltham, Moding-ham, & Wolwich.

The treaſurer of the navy hath here a commendable and convenient houſe for

his reſidence at the dock, to view the building and repairing the ſtate's ſhips, and

what is moſt expedient for the manufacture of cordage, anchors, and other pro

viſions for ſhips, by which means the town is ſo greatly increaſed in ſmall tenements,

and the ſtatute for cottages, excepting market towns, and ſuch places as are uſed

for building of ſhips, that for number of inhabitants and communicants, it may

compare with diverſe counties in the kingdom; which great increaſe of the pariſh,

cauſed them to new build another iſle on the north ſide the church, to which the

Eaſt-India company of merchants were good benefactors, and the chancel enlarged

with beautiful additions, partly at the coſt of Sir William Ruſſell, knight and

baronet, treaſurer of the navy, and the circumſpection of doćtor Valentine, the

late learned and worthy incumbent of the place.

Adjoining to the church, the company of navigators and ſeamen, incorporated

by king Henry the eighth, have a hall or houſe for their meetings and conſultations.

Certainly the uſe of this ſociety, is moſt conſiderable and commendable; for the

common-wealth, upon all occaſions, may from them receive neceſſary intelligence

of all the roads, waterings, depths, and conveniences, of moſt part of the maritime

places in the known world.

One thing more I have to mention; and that is Hacham, which was, in king

Henry the ſecond’s time, the ſeat of Hacham, lying upon the confines of Kent and

Kent-fields or Kent-lands, within this county ; as Kent-Hatch in Weſterham, is

the very outſide of this ſhire. As that place towards Surry, called Kent houſe,

deſigns the bounderies of this county, between Bekenham and Croydon. Divers in

quiſitions, taken ſince that time, have found Hacham to be in Kent.

And I believe the manor of Bredingherſt, before mentioned, was formerly in this

ſhire, which is now ſlipt into Surry at Peckham Rey, in Camberwell. The re

ception of priſoners from the county of Surry, being for a good ſpace uſed to be

at New Croſs, hath begot an opinion, that there was the outſide of Kent; but thoſe

that will juſtly denote the Ambitus and bounds, muſt not think it begins at Kent

ſtreet, becauſe it is ſo called of the road-way into Kent." Nor that Kentiſh town b

Highgate, is part of this ſhire, though it partake of the cuſtoms of Gavel-kind.

Nor at Sir Thomas Waterings,” where the pilgrims to St. Thomas of Cânterbury,

that diſobedient and pertinacious archbiſhop, watered their horſes. But a ſmall

bridge beyond Hatcham, in the road to London, near which is a road or way to

Bredingherſt, which by an inquiſition, taken in the ſeventh of king Richard the

ſecond, appeareth to be in Kent.

In the forty-third of Edward the third, it appears, that the manor of Hacheſham

was granted to the prioreſs of Dertford, and many parcels of land that came by

eſcheat, as held of that manor, lying in Surry, after the death of John, the ſon of

John Adam, were confirmed to that foundation by the king; all which returning

into the hands of Henry the eighth, upon the public ſuppreſſion, this manor, with

its appendages, was for ever ſettled by the crown, on the company or brotherhood

of the Haberdaſhers in London.

Eaſt-Greenwich is the next town to Deptford, ſo called, becauſe it ſtandeth more

eaſtward then the other, formerly ſpoken of. In Latin named Wiridis Sinus, in

Saxon Grenawic, that is, the green town, upon the turning creek of the river.

In the time of the Danes invaſion, they often made their road at this place, and

made it remarkable, by their cruelty ſhewed unto Ealphege, archbiſhop of Canter

bury; whom in the year of our lord, one thouſand and twelve, they cruelly executed

with moſt exquiſite torments, whoſe deaths together with the cauſe thereof, Ditmarius

Meſºpurgius, who about the ſame time lived, hath thus, in the eighth book of his

chronicles deſcribed. I underſtood (ſaith he) by the relation of Sewald, a pitiful

- 2 T - deed,

* Kanc, Inq. R. 2. n, 30. poſt mort, E, filii Tho. Dolfil. t Cauſ. 43. E. 3. M 6.
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deed, and therefore memorable, namely, that the perfidious crew of Norman

ſoldiers, under Thurkill, as yet their captain, took that excellent prelate, archbiſhop

of the city of Canterbury, named Ealphege, with the reſt, and them after their

wicked manner impriſoned and bound, yea and put him to endure famine, and un

ſpeakable pains. This good man, moved with human frailty, promiſeth unto them

a ſum of money, and for the obtaining thereof, did ſet down a time between ; that

if in this ſpace, he could not by ſome acceptable ranſom, eſcape this momentary

death, he might yet in the mean while purge himſelf with many a groan, to be

offered as a lively ſacrifice unto the Lord. -

But when as the time and ſpace appointed were come and gone, this greedy

gulph of pirates, called forth the ſervant of the Lord, and in threatening-wiſe demand

this tribute promiſed unto them, to be ſpeedily and out of hand paid. Then he, as

a meek lamb, Here am I, quoth he, ready to undergo, (even for the love of

Chriſt) whatſoever ye preſume now to do againſt me, that I may deſerve to become

an example of his ſervants, and nothing am I troubled at this day. And whereas

I ſeem unto you a liar, it is not my own will, but great need and poverty that

hath done it. This body of mine, which in this exile I have loved over much, I

preſent as culpable unto you ; and I know it is in your power, to do with it what

ye intend ; but my ſinful ſoul, that regardeth not you, I humbly commend to the

creator of all things. As he was thus ſpeaking, the whole rabble of theſe prophane

wretches hemmed him round about, and getteth together diverſe and fundry weapons

to kill him; which when their leader Thurkill ſaw a far off, he came quickly run

ning, and crying, do not ſo I beſeech you, and here with my whole heart, I deliver

unto you all my gold and ſilver, and whatſoever I have here, or can by any means

come by, ſave my ſhip only, that you would not ſin againſt the Lord's annointed.

But this unbridled anger of his mates, harder then iron and flint, was nothing mol

lified with ſo gentle words, and fair language of his, but became only pacified by

ſhedding his innocent blood, which preſently they altogether confounded and blended

with ox-heads, ſtones as thick as hail, and billets hurled at him.

And to the memory of this ſaid Ealphege, is the pariſh church here conſecrated.

But far more ſplendid hath this ſumptuous palace been, ever ſince Humphrey

duke of Glouceſter, brother"to king Henry the fifth, builded the ſame, and called

it Placence; and likewiſe the caſtle, and incloſed the park; for doing them both, he

had the king's charter XI. Hen. VI. Rex concedat quod Humfridus Dux Gloceſtrie, &

Elianora uxor ejus, poſſedent harnellare manerium ſuum de Eaſt-Greenwich, & imparcare

CC. acras terrae inter manerium ſuum preditium. For it was not lawful for any

man to fortify his houſe, or raiſe a caſtle or place of defence without licence from

the crown, for fear of inward ſedition; and was therefore inquirable before the

eſcheat or in the twenty-fourth article of his office. Item de Caſtellis & Dominicis

Karnellatisfine Regis licencia. The word having its derivation from Charneux, which

in French ſignifieth the indented form of the top of a wall, which hath vent and

creſt, commonly called embattelling, becauſe it was very ſerviceable in fight to the

defendant within, who might at the loops or lower places, and other crannies in the

walls and bulwarks, annoy the enemy that aſſailed the ſame, and might alſo

ſhroud himſelf under the higher parts thereof.

Afterwards king Edward the fourth beſtowed ſome coſt, to enlarge this work.

Henry the ſeventh followed and beautified the houſe, with the addition of the

brick front to the water ſide. But king Henry the eighth, as he exceeded all his

progenitors in ſetting up ſumptuous houſes, ſo he ſpared no coſt in gainiſhing

Greenwich.

ueen Ann, in the time of king James, builded that new brick-work towards

the garden, and laid the foundation of the houſe of delight, towards the park,

which queen Mary had ſo finiſhed and furniſhed, that it far ſurpaſſeth all other of

that kind in England. - -

In memory of the many camps that have been here, certain places within this

pariſh, are called Combes, namely Eaſi-Combe, where that good gentleman, William

Lambert,

-

:-
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Lambert, Eſquire, dwelt, that gave us the firſt deſcription of this country, in his

perambulation, and made this work the more eaſy to any, that ſhould endeavour

further progreſs therein; facile eft inventis addere, difficile invenire.

ſºftcombe, with its appendant members, related to the noble family of Badeleſmer,

and upon the attainder of Bartholomew, lord Badeleſmer, eſcheating to the crown,

they lay claſped up in its revenue, until king Richard the ſecond granted them to

Sir Robert Belknap the judge ; upon whoſe âttainder, they were granted in fee to

Robert Ballard, Eſquire, Pincere ſuo his grand boteler. That is the manor of

Weſtcombe, and Spittlecombe in Greenwich, two watermills in Deptford, with

their appurtenances in Charlton Writlemarſh, after which that name continued a

long time in this place, of whom you may read more among the ſheriffs of Kent,

until about the fourth of Philip and Mary, Weſtcoinbe was alienated by Nicholas

Ballard, to John Lambert, Eſquire, whoſe ſucceſſor Thomas Lambert, not many

years ſince, alienated it to Hugh Forth; from whom it is lately gone over by ſale to

Mr. . . . . . Biddulph of London. -

Soon after the conqueſt, this Greenwich was parcel of the poſſeſſions of the

biſhop of Liſeux in France, and bore ſervice to Odo, then biſhop of Baieux, and

earl of Kent. After, the manor belonged to the abbot of St. Petres of Gaunt in

Flanders, till ſuch time as king Henry the fifth, ſeizing into his hands (by occaſion

of war) the lands of the priors aliens, beſtowed it together with the manor of

Lewſham, and many other lands alſo, upon the priory of the brotherhood to the

monks of Shene which he had then newly erected, to which it remained till the

time of king Henry the eighth, who annexed it to the crown, unto which it now be

longeth, and is called the honor of Eaſt Greenwich.

Queen Mary and queen Elizabeth, were both born here ; and king Edward the

ſixth, a miracle of princely towardneſs, ended his life, in the ſame houſe. .

King Edward the third, 1376, in the fifty-firſt year of his reign founded the

religious houſe of Friers Aliens, or Dominician Friers. , Sir John Norbury knight
high treaſurer of England, is reckoned a benefactor to the ſame, after the diſſolution

of this houſe, and was annexed to Shene by king Henry the fifth.

Another houſe of obſervant friers was erected here, by king Edward the fourth

as we read in Jo. Roſſe. Circiter Arnum Regni Edwardi quarti, venerunt Fratres ob

ſervantes Ordinii Minorum ad Greenwich, & habeant Cantariam & Capellam Santii

Crucis. And king Henry the ſeventh, builded that houſe for them adjoining to

the palace, which is yet there to be ſeen. -

There are moreover in the town, two colleges or alms-houſes, for the ſuſten

tation of poor perſons, the one built by William Lambert, Eſquire, which he

named the college of queen Elizabeth's poor people, and as the prying adverſaries

of our religion then obſerved, was the firſt proteſtant that built an hoſpital.

The other ſtanding by Thames-ſide, was founded by Henry Howard, earl of

Northampton, lord privy ſeal, lord warden of the cinque-ports, and knight of the

garter ; and inlarged and beautified the caſtle, (which is famous in the Spaniſh

fables) from whence there is a moſt fair and pleaſant proſpect open to the river,

winding in and out, almoſt redoubling of itſelf, the green meadows and marſhes

underlying the city of London, and country round about. Deſcribed by Berkley

in his Euphormio.

And alſo for a L'envoy to Greenwich, you may read the verſes of Leland the

Antiquarian poet adjoining to Greenwich. Blackheath, of which the hundred

taketh the name, ſo called of the colour of the earth, or Bleacheath of the high and

cold ſituation, for bleak ſignifieth cold. Alſo Campus Martis, it may well be called ;

for beſides the burthen of the Daniſh camps, it hath born three rebellious aſſemblies.

One in the time of king Richard the ſecond, moved, as ſhall be farther declared

in Offham, by Wat Tyler, whom William Walworth, then mayor of London,

ſlew with his dagger in Smithfield, and thereupon, upon the tradition comes that
s the



164: V 1 L L A R E C A N T 1 A N U M ; Or,

the city had given then, for an augmentation to their eſchocheon, a dagger in the

dexter-point or canton, ſo to be born by them for ever.

Jack Cade, that counterfeit Mortimer, and his crew, condućted the ſecond, who

arraying themſelves here, paſſed to London, where they did to death the lord Say,

and others, and executed their malice upon the records and monuments of the law;

burning down the office of arms, which was then kept at Cole-Harbour, burning,

deſtroying their rolls, regiſters, and book of armory; their main drift and deſign,

being to bring in parity.

Another inſurrečtion was here aſſembled, by Michael Joſeph, blackſmith, and the

lord Audley, under the reign of king Henry the ſeventh ; at which time they and

their complices received their juſt deſert; the common numbers of them, being

diſcomfited and ſlain, and the leaders themſelves taken, drawn and hanged.

Of this laſt, there remaineth yet, to be ſeen upon the heath, the place of the

ſmith's tent, called commonly his forge ; and of all, there the great grave-hills of

ſuch as were buried, after the overthrow. Theſe hills, in the weſt country, upon

diverſe champians and plains (where is no ſmall ſtore of the like) are called barrowes,

of the old Engliſh word Burghes ; which laſt word, melted into buryings, (being a

ſpring of the old ſtock) we do yet retain alive. -

The firſt and laſt of theſe commotions were ſtirred of grief, the common people

conceived for the demand of two ſubſidies. Of which the one was unreaſonable,

becauſe it was taxed upon the polls, and exempted none. The other was unſeaſon

able, for that it was exačted, when the heads of the common people were full of

Perkin Warbeck.

The third and middlemoſt, grew upon a grudge, that the people took for yield

ing the dutchy of Anjou, and Maine, to the king of Sicily. The coming of whoſe

daughter, (after that the king would needs have her to wife, notwithſtanding his

precontraćt made with the earl of Armenac) was not ſo joyfully embraced by the

citizens of London upon Blackheath, wearing their red hoods, badges, and blue

gowns, as in ſequel the marriage and whole government itſelf, was known to be

deteſted of the country commons, by bearing in the ſame place, harneſs, bows,

bills, and other weapons. Thus far, the ſtory of Blackheath proves but ſad and

tragical. That which remains, is of a more glorious and ſplendid condition, con

ſiſting of ovations and triumphs; for when the emperor of Conſtantinople came

to require aid againſt the Turks, king Henry the fourth, with all princely reſpect,

went to meet him at this place, and ſo condućted him to London. And when king

Henry the fifth returned from his vićtorious conqueſt of France, the lord mayor

and citizens of London, went forth in their beſt equipage, to attend his reception

at this place, at which time the king made many knights bannerets; and king Henry

the eighth, that excelled in all triumphal matters, met Anne Cleve, daughter to the

duke of Cleve.

GRAVENEY, in the hundred of Boughton, was in the year of our Lord eight

hundred and eleven, by archbiſhop Ulfred, bought of king Kenwolfe, (as the book

of Chriſt-church ſets it forth) adopus eccleſie Chriſti, to the repair of the cathedral.

In the year of Grace eight hundred and thirty, Werhardus, a prieſt of much power

in England, (by the injunction of the archbiſhop) gave Graveney to the monks of

Chriſt-church, which had been before ſnatched away, and then paſſed under the

notion of thirty two hides ; and if you will ſee how it was rated in Doomſday Book,

it is thus there repreſented: Graveney eſt manerium monachorum, & eſt de veſtitueorum,

quod Richardus Conſtabularius tenet in feodo de Archiepiſcopo, & tamen reddit firmam

momachis, & pro I. Sulling ſe defendit. This manor by the ſucceſſive proprietors,

was held in fee of the archbiſhop of Canterbury. -

Here was a family called Gravenell, who were lords of this manor, which John

de Gravenell died poſſeſſed of, in the fifty-ſixth year of Henry the third. Afterwards

I find the Feverſhams, a family ſo called, held it. Richard Feverſham was ſeized

of it at his death, which was in the thirteenth year of Richard the ſecond, Rot.

- - Eff.
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Eſ. Num. Too, but deceaſed without iſſue male, ſo that his only daughter Joan,

married to John Boteler, became his heir. This John Boteler was high ſheriff of

Kent, in the twenty-ſecond year of Richard the ſecond, but died likewiſe without

iſſue male, ſo that his eſtate here, which devolved to him by female right, by the

ſame fate, was carried away to John Martin, one of the judges of the common

pleas, who was married to Ann his ſole heir, and this man lies buried in Graveney

church, under a fair ſtone inlaid with braſs, and his portraiture inſculped thereon,

with this inſcription affixed; Hic jacet joannes Martin, juſticiarius de communi Banco,

qui obiit 24 Oāobris, 1436, & Anna Uxor ejus. From Martin, the proprietor of

that eſtate here, which had been diverſe years entituled to this name, went by pur

chaſe into Pordage of Rodmerſham, in which family the poſſeſſion hath for ſeveral

generations been conſtantly reſident.

GRAVESEND, in the hundred of Toltingtrow, was anciently the poſſeſſion of a

family called Cramavill, who had likewiſe very confiderable poſſeſſions in Eaſt

Kent. Henry de Cramavill, held it at his death, which was in the fifty-fourth

year of Henry the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 8. and Joan, wife, I believe, of Henry

de Cramavill, was ſeized of it at her deceaſe, which was in the eighth year of Ed

ward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num, 53. After this family was gone out, I find the

lord of the fee, to be Reginald de Cobham, who was in poſſeſſion of it at his death,

which was in the forty-fifth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 15. and in

ages of a lower ſtep, another *..." Cobham was ſeized of it, in the ſeventh

year of Henry the fourth ; and from him, by the heir general it came down to

Braybrook, and by the heir general of that family, it was tranſmitted to Brook, of

the county of Somerſet, from whom deſcended the unfortunate Henry Brook, lord

Cobham, who being attainted in the beginning of king James, forfeited this manor to

the crown, in whoſe revenue it lay involved, until the late king Charles granted

it to his kinſman James duke of Lenox, upon whoſe late deceaſe, it is now become

the inheritance of his ſon Eſme duke of Lenox, now in his minority.

Milton, near Graveſend, in the hundred of Shamell, was an ingredient which

made up that eſtate, which fell under the ſignory of the Montchenſeys, lords and

barons of Swanſcamp. Warren de Montchenſey obtained a charter of free-warren

to his manor of Milton, in the thirty-ſeventh year of Henry the third, and he had

iſſue William de Montchenſey, who held is at his death, which was in the fifty-ſecond

year of Henry the third; and left it to Dionis his female inheritrix, married to Hugh

de Vere, by whom ſhe having no iſſue that might tranſmit the poſſeſſion to his

family, the intereſt of it was, by Joan, ſiſter and co-heir of the abovementioned

William, united to the patrimony of her huſband, Aymer de Valence earl of Pem

broke, whoſe ſon William de Valence dying without iſſue, Iſabell his fifter and co

heir, being married to Lawrence de Haſtings, afterwards earl of Pembroke, united

it to his demean, and his grandchild John de Haſtings, about the beginning of

Richard the ſecond, paſſed it away to Sir Simon de Burley, who being attainted of

high treaſon, in the tenth of his rule, becauſe, according to his oath, being knight

of the garter, and lord warden of the cinque ports, he endeavoured to underprop,

like ſome buttreſs, the ſinking prerogative of his maſter, againſt the onſets of ſome

of the ambitious nobility, it eſcheated to the crown. And then the aforeſaid king,

in the fourteenth year of his government, granted it to John Holland, earl of Hun

tington; and he not long after conveyed it by ſale to Reginald Cobham, whoſe

widow, Elizabeth, was remarried to William Clifford, Eſquire, and he in her right,

I find, was poſſeſſed of it in the ninth year of Henry the fourth. But after his

death, it reverts to Braybrook, who had married with Joan the heir general of Cob

ham, and he determining likewiſe in an heir general, married to Brook, of the weſt

country, it devolved with Cobham, to acknowledge the ſignory of that family, but

continued not long in their poſſeſſion; for about the beginning of Edward the fourth,

I find it in the tenure of Robert Brent, from whom it deſcended to his ſon William

Brent, who in the eighth year of king Henry the ſeventh, conveyed it to Sir Henry

Wiatt ; and from him did it come down to his grandchild Sir Thomas Wiatt, who

being attainted in the ſecond year of queen Mary, it eſcheated by confiſcation to

2 U the
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the crown, and then it was granted to George Brook lord Cobham, and went along

with that family, until the beginning of king James, and then Henry lord Brook

having embarked himſelf in the unhappy deſign of Sir Walter Rauleigh, was at

tainted of high treaſon, and his concern in this manor was forfeited to the crown,

and was, not many years after, by the abovementioned prince, granted to Mr.

George Tucker of Graveſend, whoſe grandchild Mr. George Tucker, hath lately

paſſed away all his intereſt here to Mr. . . . . . Hamon, of Queenhith in London.

Parrocks is likewiſe ſituated within the circle of Graveſend, and had owners of

that firmame, as is evident by an ancient record, which teſtifies, that Robert de Par

rock, obtained a market, weekly on the Saturday, and a fair yearly to endure for

the ſpace of three days, viz. the vigil, the day of St. Edmund, I and the day after,

in the fifty-ſecond year of Henry the third. Afterwards, this manor was linked to

the revenue of the crown, but whether it was thus annexed by ſale, or by exchange,

I confeſs, I am ignorant; only I find by the original patent, that in the fixth year

of Richard the ſecond, it was granted to Sir Simon de Burley, upon whoſe attaint,

in the tenth year of the abovelaid prince, it devolved to the crown, and Richard the

ſecond, not long after, ſettled it on the abby of St. Mary Grace on Tower-hill, in

whoſe revenue it remained until king Henry the eighth tore it off by the public diſ

ſolution, and united it to the royal revenue, where it had its fixed abode, until the

thirteenth year of king James ; and then it was granted to William Salter; who not

many years after, paſſed it away to James Criſpe ; from whom in our memory, part

ly by purchaſe, and partly by exchange, it went over to Mr. Jo. Child, in whoſe

deſcendant the propriety is ſtill permanent.

Graveſend had anciently a market on the Thurſday, and a fair yearly on the day of

St. Edward the confeſſor, both granted to this town, in the thirtieth year of Edward

the third. -

GILLINGHAM was a manor always relating to the archbiſhops of Canterbury,

though the donation by the book of Chriſt-church be not ſpecified. If we ſurvey the

pages of Doomſday book, they will give us this ; Gillingham eſt proprium manerium

archiepiſcopi, & in tempore Edwardi Regis ſe defendehat pro VI. Sullings, & eſt appre

tiatum hoc quod archiepiſcopus habet inde in dominio VIII. lb. & Xs. The archbiſhops

of Canterbury had here an eminent palace, and held their reſidence at it, and

gave conſecrations here to biſhops, as we find it recorded in the book called Textus

Aoffenſus, or, the text of Rocheſter.

Eaſt-court and Weſt-court in this pariſh, were anciently united together, and re

ſided in a family called Gillingham. Richard de Gillingham, ſon of Thomas de Gil

lingham, held it at his death, which was in the twelfth year of Richard the ſecond

Rot. Eſc. Num, 176, and left it to his ſon Thomas Gillingham, who reſolved into

two daughters and co-heirs ; Margaret married to John Thorpe, who in her right,

had Weſt-court; and Iſabell, married to William Crenſted, who brought along

with her Eaſt-court. But as all things have their fate and viciſſitude, they did not

long acknowledge the dominion of either of them; for Thorpe ſold Weſt-court to

Nicholas Lewton, of Whoorn-place in Cukſton, who not long after, by the ſame

devolution, paſſed it away to Dulling of Rocheſter, by whoſe female heir, it is now

come over to Mr. Stephen Alcock; but Thorps Ferme, on which he had planted his

own name, he alienated to Short, and from this family it went away again by ſale to

May of Rocheſter. Greenſted endowed Benedićt Webb, his ſiſter’s ſon, and in that

relation his heir, with the title and propriety of Eaſt-court, whoſe two grand-children

Thomas and Chriſtopher Webb, by a mutual and joint concurrence, diveſted them

felves of their right, and by ſale ſurrendered it up to William Painter, Eſquire,

great grandfather to Mr. Allington. Painter, the inſtant proprietor of it.

Twidall is another manor of eminent account, and had owners likewiſe of that

appellation. The firſt, that I find of the name, in Mr Painter’s evidences, which

held both this and Dane-court, is Robert de Twidall, and he flouriſhed here about .

the

4 Pat, de An, 52, H. 3 Memb, 10.
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the reign of Henry the firſt, and he had iſſue Adam de Twidall; from whom was

lineally extracted, Richard de Twidall, who in the fourth year of Richard the

fecond, paſſed away this, and Dane-court to John, the ſon of Robert de Beaufitz,

originally deſcended from Reade in Marden. But in this family, the poſſeſſion was

not very permanent, for in ſome deſcents after, the name went out into Joan Beaufitz

and other co-heirs; and ſhe by marrying with Robert Arnold of Suſſex, did in

ſtate the poſſeſſion of both theſe places, upon this name and family, and he be

queathed them as dower, to his daughter Elizabeth Arnold; and ſhe, in the thir

teenth year of Henry the ſeventh, conveys them over to her brother Henry ; and

his ſon William Arnold, in the eighteenth year of Henry the eighth, tranſports

his right in them by ſale to Thomas Benvolt, Clarenceux king of arms; from whom

the like conveyance, in the twientieth year of that prince, brought it to Sir Henry

Wiatt, one of the privy council to Henry the eighth, whoſe ſon Sir Thomas Wiat,

in the thirtieth year of that king, exchanged them for other lands with the crown;

from which immediately after they were conveyed by grant to Chriſtopher Sampſon,

who not many years after, tranſplanted his intereſt by ſale, into Thomas Parker;

who conveyed away his right in Twidall, to William Pºinter, Eſquire, great grand

father to Mr. Allington Painter, who now enjoys it ; but Dane-court, was by pur

chaſe brought over to Short, in whom it had not long continued, but the ſame fa

tality carried it away to May of Rocheſter.

The Grange in this pariſh, ſometimes written Grench, did in the conqueror's time,

appertain to the old lords called Haſtings, anceſtors of the lord Haſtings now earl of

Huntington. In the book called Tºfta de Nevill, kept in the exchequer, we read

that one Manaſſer de Haſtings held Grench by ſerjeanty under king Henry the

third, and the particular office, in ſome more modern records is deſcribed, viz. that

it is held of the king (and not of the cinque ports as ſome do ſuggeſt) by ſerjeanty,

to find two men and two oars in the ſhip, which carries over the king from

Dover to Whiteſand by Calais. From Haſtings, it came over by purchaſe to

Richard Smelt, alderman of London; whoſe daughter and heir Margaret Smelt,

carried it away to Richard Croyden, likewiſe an alderman of London; in whom the

male line failing, Margery his ſole heir was married to John Philipott, Eſquire, al

derman of London in the reign of Edward the third, and lord mayor of London,

in the reign of Richard the ſecond, by which prince he was inveſted with the order

of knighthood, for being ſo ſignally inſtrumental in the ruin of Wat Tiler, Jack

Straw and his ſeditious accomplices, and had after the addition of gules, a plain croſ;

between four ſwords argent, pomell'd, or, as a coat of augmentation annexed to his

paternal coat, viz. ſible a bend ermin, for fitting out a fleet of ſhips, at his own ex

pence, and vanquiſhing John Mercer, and his piratical rabble, who had ſo inveſted

the narrow ſea, that the trade of the merchant was brought into a deplorable con

dition; and had ſunk, had he not buoyed it up again, by his care and magnanimity.

Yet how laudable ſoever the work were, it eſcaped not the envy of John of Gaunt,

duke of Lancaſter, who queſtioned him at the council board, for that he being a

private perſon, had embarked himſelf in an attempt of ſo much concern, without

order and licence firſt obtained by the ſtate ; but by the noble favour he received

from his honorable friends there, eſpecially Richard Fitzallen, earl of Arundell,

whoſe arms he placed in his houſe, as a monument of gratitude, and left him a le

gacy in his will, he was fetched off with reputation. But to proceed; in right of the

former alliance, he was planted in the poſſeſſion of this manor, and from him it de

volved to his grandchild John Philipott, Eſquire. And he in the eleventh year of

Henry the ſixth, exchanged this manor with Sir Richard Bamme, ſon of Adain

Bamme, lord mayor of London, for Twiford in Middleſex, and from him it deſcen

ded to John Bamme, ſheriff of Kent in the ſecond year of Richard the third. And

he gave it to his daughter Katharine Bamme, who paſſed it away by grant to

Kempe and Wiatt. Sir Thomas Kempe ſold his moiety to Sir Thomas Wiatt, who

having forfeited this to the crown, by his unhappy defection in the ſecond year of

queen Mary, it lodged in the royal revenue, until queen Elizabeth in the twenty

fourth year of her rule granted it back again, to the lady Joan Wiatt, and her ſon

George Wiatt, Eſquire, who in our fathers memory, alienated it to Hayward;

from
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lege Mr. William de Lawn of London for its proprietor. There was a chapel

belonging to Grench, which upon the inquiſition returned into the court of aug

mentation, but upon the ſuppreſſion in the reign of Henry the eighth, was affirmed

to have been erected by Sir John Philipott. I confeſs I have ſeen no other record,

to evince any thing to the contrary, and therefore I acquieſce in that teſtimony.

from which name by the heir general of this family, it is lately brought to acknow.

Upbery is the laſt manor in Gillingham, which was a limb of that deamean which

related to the nunnery, at Minſter in Shepey; and when the whirlwind of the com

mon diſſolution in the reign of Henry the eighth, had ſhook this into the revenue of

the crown, that prince in the thirty-eighth year of his reign, paſſed it away by grant,

(as appears by the original patent) to Sir Thomas Cheyney; whoſe ſon Henry lord

Cheyney, conveyed it by ſale in the ſixteenth year of queen Elizabeth to Dr.

Alexander Nowell, dean of St. Pauls; and he dying without iſſue, in the year 1601,

left it for ever to Braſennoſe college in Oxford, with this proviſo, that one of

his alliance ſhould hold it in leaſe from that ſociety for ever, paying to the college

an IOO marks per annum, according to the tenure of which teſtamentary reſtriction,

it is now enjoyed by colonel Thomas Blount of Wriklemerſh, Eſquire.

Gillingham had a market procured to it, to be held weekly on the Thurſday, and a

fair to be obſerved yearly at the feaſt of St. Croſſe, and ſeven days after, by John

lord archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the eleventh year of Edward the firſt, as ap

Pears, Cart. Num. 3.

Lidſing is the laſt place of account in this pariſh; it was, in ages of a higher

aſcent, the inheritance of an ancient family, called Sharſted. Simon de Sharſted

poſſeſſed it at his death, which was in the twenty-fourth year of Edward the firſt,

Rot. Eſc. Num, 42. In ages of a lower computation, I find Roger de Say, to be

poſlefied of it; and he about the fiftieth year of Edward the third, gives it to Robert

Belknap the judge, who about the tenth year of Richard the ſecond, was, by ſen

tence from parliament, exiled into Ireland, for too vehemently aſſerting the prero

gative of the crown, which in the eſtimate of thoſe times, was thought to have

opened thoſe ſluices too much, which would have let in the inundations of an arbi

trary power upon the people's liberties. But this manor was again reſtored by that

prince, who looked upon this perſon as his martyr, to him as its ancient poſſeſſor, in

the twenty-ſecond year of his reign, and he by his deed, bearing date the eighth of

Oćtober, in the ſecond year of king Henry the fourth, gives it to the priory of St.

Andrews in Rocheſter, for one monk who was a prieſt, to celebrate maſs for ever

for the ſoul of his father John Belknap, and for the ſoul of his mother Alice, wife

of the ſaid John, and likewiſe for the ſoul of himſelf, and all his ſucceſſors, in the

cathedral of Rocheſter. This, upon the diſſolution of the former priory, was by

Henry the eighth, upon his inſtitution of the dean and chapter of Rocheſter,

granted to them for their ſupport and alimony, and reſted in their revenue until

theſe times.

There was another chantry founded at Twidall, by John Beaufits, which he

makes proviſion for, by his laſt will, the twenty-ſecond of November, in the year

of our Lord, 1433, and orders it to be dedicated to John the Baptiſt, and likewiſe

that one prieſt ſhould there celebrate maſs for the ſoul of himſelf, his wife Alice,

his father John, his mother Iſabell, and his uncle William Beaufitz; the ſeats in

the chapel, and other remains, declare it to have been formerly a neat and elegant

piece of architeóture.

Here was a ſignal encounter (as the annals of St. Auſtins teſtify) between Ed

mund Ironſide, and Canutus the Dane, wherein, after a ſharp debate, the Dane

was broken and diſcomfitted.

At Gillingham likewiſe (as Thomas Robburn a monk of Wincheſter teſtifies) was

aćted that bloody tragedy by earl Godwin, who ſlew all thoſe Normans who ar

rived with Edward unto the tenth man, for which his name as well as his conſcience,

ſtands beſpattered and ſtained with an indelible character of ignominy, and cruelty

to all poſterity, GOOD
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GOODWFNSTON, in the hundred of Feverſham, was the ancient ſeat of

Chich. The firſt of eminence, was Ernaldus Chich, who was a man of principal

account in the reign of Henry the ſecond, Richard the firſt, and king John ; nor

were they more eminent here, than they were at Canterbury, where they had large

poſſeſſions, and unto them did the aldermanry of Burgate appertain. Thomas

Chich of Goodwenſton, was a prime benefactor to the church of St Mary Bredmin in

Canterbury, where his name together with his effigies are in an old charaćter ſet up,

in the weſt window, as his coat is likewiſe in the chancel inſculped in ſtone work. He

was bailiff of Canterbury, an office not contemptible in thoſe times, in the year

1259, and again in the year 1271. Thomas Chich, this man's ſon, was ſheriff of

Kent in the forty-fourth year of Edward the third, and held his ſhrievalty at Good

wenſton. Thomas Chich, this man’s ſon, was ſheriff of Kent likewiſe in the fif

teenth year of Richard the ſecond, and he was grandfather to Valentine Chich,

who married Phillipa, daughter and heir of Sir Robert Chichley, brother to

Henry Chichley, archbiſhop of Canterbury, but died without iſſue-male; ſo that

his three ſiſters and co-heirs married to Kemp, Judde, and Martin, ſhared his in

heritance, and by a joint conſent, about the beginning of Henry the eighth, paſſed

away their eſtate here and at Ewell, in this pariſh, to Pordage of Rodmerſham; and

from this name about the beginning of queen Elizabeth it paſſed away to Fagg,

deſcended from the Faggs of Willeſborough, where I find by the court-rolls of

the manor of Brabourne, that one Andrew Fagge held lands there of that manor,

in the reign of Edward the third. But to go on, the Faggs had not long been

planted in their new atchieved purchaſe at this place, when Robert Fagge con

cluded in two daughters and co-heirs, Ann who was married to Sir John Proude,

who was unhappily ſlain at the Groll, in the year 1628, whilſt he did vigorouſly

purſue the quarrel of the ſtates general, at that ſiege againſt the capital enemy of

their religion and liberty, the Spaniard; and Mary eſpouſed to Sir Edward Par

trich, for his firſt wife, but died without an iſſue ſurviving by him. Sir John

Proude left only one daughter called Ann, who was firſt married to William Sprin

gate, and ſecondly to Mr. Iſaac Pennington, eldeſt ſon to Iſaac Pennington, lord

Mayor of London in the year 1643, in right of which alliance, he at preſent holds

this manor of Goodwenſton.

GOODNESTON by Wingham, vulgarly called GONSTON, lies in the hun

dred of Wingham, and was formerly parcel of the patrimony of Haſtings earl of

Pembroke, bequeathed to him by his kinſman John de Haſtings, who was firſt

huſband to Juliana, the heir general of Roger de Leybourn. John de Haſtings

held it at his death, which was in the forty-ninth year of Edward the third, and ſo

did his ſon John de Haſtings after him, and brings a pleading for it in the four

teenth year of Richard the ſecond. After them the Malmains were poſſeſſed of it,

who had ſome eſtate here before, which they had by purchaſe from Pine and Beau

champ, about the beginning of Edward the third, and in this family did it remain,

until Henry Malmains, about the year . . . . . . . deceaſed without iſſue-male, and

by Agnes his daughter and heir, married to Thomas Goldwell, it came to own the

juriſdiction of that name and family, but was not long faſtened to it; for he ended

likewiſe in a female heir called Joan, who was married to Thomas Took, Eſquire, of

Bere, and ſo by her it was united to the revenue of this family, and here reſted,

until that age which came within the circle of our grandfathers knowledge, and

then it was paſſed away to Henekar, from which name in times almoſt of our cog

niſance, it went away by a revolution like the former to Kelley, who conveyed it

to Engham, deſcended from the noble family of the Enghams, of Wood-church,

who flouriſhed ſo many ages at Edingham, and Pleurinden in that pariſh.

Bonnington in this pariſh, is the ancient ſeat from whence the numerous and

knightly family of Bois, did as from their original fountain iſſue out into Fredville,

Betteſhanger, Haukherſt, and other parts of this county ; and do derive them

ſelves from John de Boſco, who is mentioned in the Battle-abby roll, of thoſe who

entered this nation with William the conqueror; and certainly they have not been

much leſs at this place than ſeventeenº as the dateleſs deeds of*:
2 thlS
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this family who writ themſelves of Bonnington, do eaſily manifeſt. Nor hath it

yet deſerted the name, or departed from the poſſeſſions of Bois, being at this preſent,

part of the patrimony of Sir John Bois, to whoſe paternal arms, the late king, for

his eminent and loyal ſervice performed by him at Donnington-caſtle, added as an

augmentation, upon a canton, azure, a crown imperial, or.

Rolling is a third place in this pariſh to be taken notice of; it contributed a ſeat as

well as a firname, formerly, to a family called Rolling. Thomas Rolling held

ſome lands in leaſe at his death, which was in the fifteenth year of Richard the

ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 143, which lands belonged to a chantry in St. Peter's

church in Sandwich, and lay in Eaſtry, near this manor of Rolling. After this

family was worn out, the Idley's who had large poſſeſſions about Mepham, Cob

ham, and Higham, as appears by the inquiſition taken after the death of John

Idelegh, in the forty-third year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 58. parte ſecunda,

were by purchaſe feated in the poſſeſſion, and preſerved it until the reign of Henry

the eighth ; and then it was alienated to Butler of Heronden in Eaſtry; from whom,

in the beginning of the reign of queen Elizabeth, it went away to Roger Manwood,

lord chief baron of the exchequer, whoſe ſon Sir Peter Manwood, in our fathers

remembrance, alienated it to Dickenſon, from whom not many years ſince it was

brought over to be the poſſeſſicn of Mr. . . . . . . Richards.

GODMERSHAM, in the hundred of Felborough, was given to the monks of

Chriſt-church in Canterbury, by Beornulfus king of the Mercians, in the year of

Grâce eight hundred and twenty-one, free as Adiſham; and it was, at the requeſt

of archbiſhop Ulfred, to ſupply the convent both with food and raiment, which

grant archbiſhop Egelnoth, who it ſeems had ſome intereſt in the place, in the year

one thouſand and thirty-ſix, did fully confirm. And in the year one thouſand three

hundred and eighty-ſeven, Thomas Arundell archbiſhop of Canterbury, with the

eſpecial licence of Richard the ſecond, appropriated the tithes of the rectory of

Godmerſham, to the church of Chriſt-church, to the ſupport and maintenance of

the fabrick of the church aboveſaid.

If you will ſee what value was ſet upon this manor in the time of the conqueror,

I ſhall afford you a fight of it, out of Doomſday book. Godmerſham (ſays that re

giſter) eſt manerium monachorum, & de veſtitu eorum, & in tempore Edwardi Regis, ſº

defendebat pro VIII.ſ.” & ºft appretiatum XXlb. ſed tamen reddit XXX. That

is, it paid a rent of thirty pound to the church.

7%lands and Ford, are two little manors in this pariſh, which acknowledged them

ſelves anciently to be parcel of the inheritance of Valoigns; and Robert de

Valoigns, died poſſeſſed of theſe and much other land in this track, in the nineteenth

year of Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 41. Henry de Valoigns, this man's

ſon, was ſheriff of Kent, in the fourteenth of king Edward the third, and he had

iſſue Waretius de Valoigns, and Stephen de Valoigns who planted himſelf at Gore

court in Otham, and is repreſented in record, to be one of the conſervators of the

peace for this county, in the twenty-ninth, and thirty-firſt years of Edward the

third ; but Waretius de Valoigns determined in two daughters and co-heirs; one

was married to Fogge, and the other to Thomas Aldon, ſon of Thomas de Aldon,

who was one of the conſervators of the peace in Kent, in the tenth and twelfth

years of Edward the third, and he in her right was entituled to the poſſeſſion of

theſe places. And in this family did it for diverſe years continue, until the ordinary

mutation of purchaſe rolled them into the inheritance of Auſtin ; to which name,

the title remained conſtantly linked, until that age we ſtile our grandfathers, and

then they were by Richard Auſtin, paſſed away by ſale to Broadnix, ſo that they

are now by paternal right, devolved to Thomas Broadnix, Eſquire, in whoſe eſtate

the inſtant propriety of them does lie involved. -

Egerton in Godinerſham was a manor which formerly ſwelled the demean of the

noble family of Valence, who were earls of Pembroke. Aymer de Valence earl of

Pembroke, held it at his death, which was in the ſeventeenth year of Edward the

- ſecond,
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ſecond, as appears, Rot. Eſc. Nnm., 75, and leaving no lawful iſſue, this, upon

the partition º his eſtate, increaſed the revenue of John Comin, earl of Badzenoth,

in Scotland, who had married Joan one of his two ſiſters and co-heirs ; but long

it remained not here, for he deceaſed without any iſſue-male, ſo that Joan his

daughter and co-heir, became his heir ; for John Comin, earl of Badzenoth

died and left two daughters and co-heirs, Elizabeth was married to Richard Talbot,

and Joan was married to David de Straboigie, and he in her right was found to be

inveſted in the poſſeſſion, in the firſt year of Edward the third, as is manifeſt, Rot.

Eſ. Num.85, and from him did it devolve by deſcent, to his ſon and heir, David de

Strabolgie, who in the ſeventh year of Edward the third, by deed ſettled it on his

kinſman Sir Henry de Hills, which Katharine his widow counteſs confirms, the

twentieth year of that prince. Gilbert de Hills lieth buried in Godmerſham

church, and as appears by his portraiture in his armour, was a perſon of eminence

in that age, wherein he flouriſhed, and from him, and Sir Henry de Hills, did

iſſue forth many eminent and worthy ſucceſſors, who were proprietors of this manor,

until that age which fell within the precincts of our grandfathers memory, and then

it went away by ſale to Scott, a cadet or younger ſprig of the Scotts of Scotts. hall;

the heir general of which family was Mrs. Dorothy Scott, who being lately mar

ried to Mr. Daniel Gotherſon, he in her right is now (though not without a ſignal

contention at law, with ſome collateral pretenders to the title) peaceably planted in

the poſſeſſion of it.

Godmerſham, as the records of Chriſt-church inform me, had the grant of a market,

to be obſerved weekly on the Tueſday, and a fair yearly upon the Thurſday and

Friday, in Whitſun week by the prior of Chriſt-church, in the reign of Edward the

third. -

GOUDHERST, in the hundred of Marden, with the inherent manor of Bedge

bury, were the ancient patrimony of a family of no cheap account in this track,

which, as it choſe one of theſe manors for its ſeat, ſo did it derive its ſirname from

thence likewiſe, and was called Bedgbury, and certainly were of a very high aſcent

in their extraćtion. For in a deed without date, one John de Bedgebury demiſes

ſome parcels of land to William de Comden, of Comden houſe in this pariſh, and

the ſeal affixed to this deed is a cavalier on horſeback, armed, like one of the

knights templars, which argues that he lived before the ſuppreſſion of that order,

and aſſumed that impreſs out of his particular affection to them ; or elſe, which

was cuſtomary in thoſe times, out of ſome ſignal and ſolemn vow, to maintain the

temple of our Saviour, from the aſſaults and barbarous impreſſions of infidels,

which theſe perſons were by their oath, and firſt inſtitution, obliged vigorouſly to

defend alſo. John de Bedgebury, this man's ſucceſſor, paid reſpective aid for his

lands at Gºudherit, and likewiſe for his manor of Bedgebury, at making the Black

prince knight, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, and left theſe above

recited manors to his ſon John de Bedgebury, who dying without iſſue, his fifter be

came his ſole inheritrix, who by marrying with Thomas Colepeper, of Bayhall in

Pepenbury, ſheriff of Kent in the eighteenth year of Richard the ſecond, faſtened

the propriety of theſe places to the intereſt of this family, where they continued

undivided, but in the thirty-eighth year of Henry the eighth, Court Shingley was

by Thomas Colepeper alienated to Stephen Darrell; but Goudherſt and Bedgebury

were not plucked away from this family, by this alienation, but continued united to

their eſtate, ſo that at this day they own Thomas Colepeper, Eſquire, for their pro

prietor. -

Combwell was a priory of black canons, under the rule of St. Auguſtin, and was

founded by Sir Robert de Thurnham, and dedicated to the honour of St. Mary

Magdalen. Their revenue lay ſcattered in Marden, Stapleherſt, and Goudherſt;

in which laſt, there was an obſcure cell, or convent of nuns, which had their prin.

cipal ſubſiſtence by their charity, whoſe ruins are yet viſible, though their revenue

was ſo narrow, that no record informs us where it was ſituated- Upon the diſ.

ſolution in the reign of Henry the eighth, this devolving to the crown, that prince

In
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in the thirty-fourth year of his government, granted it to Sir John Gage, one of

the juſtices of the peace, both for Suſſex and Kent: and his ſucceſſor conveyed it

to Colepeper, who immediately after, paſſed it away to William Campion, Eſquire,

anceſtor to Sir William Campion, who was offered up a ſacrifice, to the cauſe and

quarrel of the laſt king at Colcheſter, in the year one thouſand ſix hundred and

forty-eight, and in his heirs is the intereſt of this manor at this inſtant reſident.

Finchcocks is a third place of note in this pariſh, made more eminent in that it

was the manſion of a family of that ſirname, whom, although I find inveſted in

the poſſeſſion of this place, ever ſince the fortieth year of Henry the third, yet do

I not diſcover that any of the family was illuſtrious by any important undertaking,

or famous by any eminent office. The next family which ſtept into the poſſeſſion

was Horden, of Horden; and he became proprietor of it by purchaſe about the

beginning of Henry the ſixth, one of which family was Edward Horden, Eſquire,

who was knight of the green cloth to Edward the ſixth, queen Mary and queen

Elizabeth, who died without iſſue-male, and left his eſtate to be ſhared between

two daughters and co-heirs, Elizabeth married to Mr. Paul Bathurſt, deſcended

from Bathurſt Street, in Nordiam, and Mary eſpouſed to Mr. Delves of Fletchings,

who in her right carried away Horden, where certainly, the above recited family

had flouriſhed under a noble eſtimate; for Edward Horden the laſt of this name

was iſſued out from William Chichley, ſecond brother to Henry Chichley archbiſhop

of Canterbury ; and for ſome confiderable ſervice performed to the crown, had

the augmentation of a regal diadem upon a canton added to his paternal coat, by

queen Elizabeth. But to proceed, Finchcocks by the abovementioned match, de

volved to be the poſſeſſion of Bathurſt, and ſo owns itſelf at this day, to be the

eſtate of this name and family.

Pattenden is another place which gave ſeat and firname to a family of no vulgar

repute in this county, and was feated in its poſſeſſion, as appears by original deeds

and other old records, as high as the reign of Edward the firſt, and where, in the

twenty-ninth year of Henry the ſixth, there was iſſued out a commiſſion to Gervas

Clifton, Eſquire, then ſheriff of the county, to return all thoſe, who did portare

arma antiqua. Amongſt the regiſter and catalogue of thoſe who were then returned,

Patenden is recorded, who was lord of this place, and from him did the propriety

of this place by deſcent glide down to his ſucceſſor, who, in thoſe times we ſtileour fathers, paſſed it away by ſale to Mr. Bathurſt. r

The borough of Twiſden, is a fifth place, which invites us to a ſurvey. It was

in elder generations the inheritance of Twiſdens, upon whom, I may without any

ſupply of flattery, ſtrew thoſe juſt attributes of ancient and noble. The firſt that

I find by deed to be of this family, poſſeſſor of it, was Adam de Twiſden, and he

was ſeized of it, in the twenty-firſt year of Edward the firſt. In times of a lower

deſcent, Roger Twiſden + was poſſeſſed of it, and in the fifth year of Henry the

fourth, affixes to a deed now in the hands of Sir Roger Twiſden, of Roydon hall,

baronet, the ſignature or impreſſion of a cockatrice on wax. The creſt, which, at

this day, is annexed to the paternal coat of this family, a rare thing in thoſe times

when creſts were unfrequent and unuſual, and began to be cuſtomary, when thoſe

eminent families who were embarked in the two factions of York and Lancaſter,

aſſumed them to ſerve as evidences or ſymbols of diſtinčtion, whereby the ſon

might avoid the plunging his ſword in the bowels of his father, or a brother the

ſheathing his in the entrails of his brother. But to proceed, the laſt of this name,

who poſſeſſed this place, was Roger Twiſden, who about the beginning of Henry

the ſixth, paſſed it away to Roger Twiſden, and he immediately after conveyed it by

ſale to Geffrey Allen, who about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, ſettled the right

of it by deed in Thomas Windhill. And thus far do the copies of diverſe original

evidences, which relate to this place, extend and no farther. After this, it was for

diverſe deſcents wrapt up in the propriety of Auſtin, who not many years ſince ex

piring in a female inheritrix, ſhe, by marrying with Mr. Fowle, *g. .
OWICS

* This Roger Twiſden was ſteward to the abby of St. Auguſtins, a place of great truſt in thoſe times.
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Fowles of River-hall in Suſſex, hath made it the preſent poſſeſſion of that name

and family.

SAingley is another manor in Goudherſt, which belonged to that revenue which did

own the ſignory of the priory of Leeds, and upon the ſuppreſſion, when the pa

trimony of this cloiſter was broken to pieces by the ſcepter of Henry the eighth,

this was in the thirty-ſixth year of that prince granted to Thomas Colepeper of

Bedgebury, Eſquire, with all the privileges which it was fortified with, when it re

lated to the abovementioned cloiſter, as namely to be tithe-free, &c. But the title

(ſuch a month and canker cleaves to the patrimony of the church when it is tranſ

planted) made no long ſtay in Colepeper, for in the thirty-eighth year of Henry the

eighth, this Thomas Colepeper alienated it to Stephen and Thomas Darrell; but in

this family likewiſe was the poſſeſſion of as frail a permanence ; for they not long

| after conveyed it to William Campion, Eſquire, counſellor at law, from whom it

deſcended to Sir William Campion, governor of Boreſtall houſe, near Oxford, for

his late majeſty, and who was after ſlain at Colcheſter, aſſerting the royal intereſt,

and in his deſcendants is the propriety of it ſtill wrapped up.

Bokinfold is the laſt place of conſideration in Goudherſt; it was a manor which

related to that chantry, which was founded here by Hamon de Crevequer, and con

firmed with all the franchiſes annexed to it by Edward the third, in the forty-firſt

year of his reign, and in this patent of inſpection and ratification, it is mentioned

that Hamon de Crevequer was its founder; but the common diſſolution in the

reign of Henry the eighth, renting away (like ſome ſudden and impetuous torrent)

this manor from thoſe ends and uſes it was firſt deſigned to, lodged it in the crown,

and then the aboveſaid prince in the thirty-firſt year of his reign, granted it to Paul

Sidnore gentleman, and he not long after conveyed it to Sir John Gates; but he

being one of the principal emiſſaries or complices of John Dudley, duke of Nor.

thumberland, being enwrapped and engaged paſt recovery in the deſign of the

aboveſaid duke, ſunk in the ruins of that unfortunate peer, and was convićted of

high treaſon, and beheaded on Tower-hill, in the firſt year of queen Mary. Upon

his tragedy, this manor returned to the crown, and ſtayed there, until the beginning

of queen Elizabeth, and then it was granted to Katharine Tong, who not long

after paſſed it away to Colepeper of Bedgebury, who, almoſt in our remembrance,

paſſed away that part of this great manor, which is circumſcribed within the verge

of Goudherſt to the inſtant proprietor Brewer.

Joan, widow of Roger de Bedgebury, in the third year of Richard the ſecond, ob

tained a weekly market to Goudhurſt on the Wedneſday, and a fair yearly on the

day of our lady's aſſumption, Cart. de anno tertio Richardi fecundi, Numb. 13.

ACKINGTON, otherwiſe called St. Stephens, lies partly in the hundred of i

Bredge and Petham, and partly in that of Weſtgate, and did in elder times ap- º

pertain to the monks of Chriſt-church in Canterbury, until it was exchanged by the

prior, and that convent and the monks of it, with Stephen Langton, archbiſhop of

Canterbury, for other houſes ſituated near the priory of St. Gregory's in Canter

bury, and he having here at Hackington erected a new fabrick, beſtowed and ſettled

it on his brother Simon de Langton, archdeacon of Canterbury, from whom it ſuc

ceſſively came down to the following archdeacons, and became their fixed manſion -

until the reign of Henry the eighth, of thoſe who were inveſted with that office; zºza. 26%-2.

but in the general ſuppreſſion, the impious hand of ſacrilege having plucked it off 2,..., 22.1–29 –

from the church, , it was annexed to the crown, and continued there until queen ….., 2, 5

Elizabeth granted it to Sir Roger Manwood, chief baron of the exchequer, and from .

him did it devolve to his grandchild, Sir John Manwood, who paſſed it away in our ./-4- 2---~~
2 Y memory & vº 2.4-2: 4-2.

*pº ~%-4-2
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memory to Sir Thomas Colepeper, colonel of a regiment of foot in the low

countries, in whoſe deſcendants the poſſeſſion is now reſident.

In times of a very high aſcent, archbiſhop Hubert, and after him archbiſhop

Baldwin had a deſign to have erected a college firſt here at Hackington, and then

upon ſecond thoughts at Lambeth ; but the monks of Chriſt-church, believing that

this intended new ſeminary of religion, might ſomething by its interpoſition darken

the glory and grandeur of their convent, firſt by Alanus their then prior, and after

wards by proxy, ſo vigorouſly oppoſed this project at Rome, that by the favour

and indulgence of the then popes, it was vacated and extinguiſhed ; but in times

ſubſequent to theſe, theſe monks having much endeared Stephen Langton, the then

archbiſhop, by beſtowing ſome ſignal favours on Simon de Langton his brother, the

controverſy which was fomented by the abovementioned deſign, by his compliance

with the monks, was appeaſed, and entombed in an amicable pacification.

Broad-oake is another little manor in Hackington, which anciently made up the

demean of the noble family of Hadlow ; for Nicholas de Hadlow, I find had a

charter of free-warren to his lands at Medgrove and Broadoake, in the twenty-firſt

year of Edward the firſt. After Hadlow was extinguiſhed, the ancient family of

Hardres of upper Hardres were ingrafted in the inheritance, and one Edmund

Hardres, as I diſcover by an old court-roll, held it in the fourth year of Henry the

fourth, and after him his grandchild George Hardres died poſſeſſed both of the

lands at Medgrove and Broad-oake, in the twenty-firſt year of Edward the fourth,

and in this name was the poſſeſſion conſtant until the beginning of Henry the eighth,

and then they were paſſed away by ſale to Sir Edward Boughton of Burwaſh in

Blumſted, and his ſon Thomas Boughton, Eſquire, in the ſeventh year of Fdward

the ſixth, alienated them to Reginald Highgate and William Hanwick, and they

not long after conveyed them to . . . . . Roper, Eſquire, from whom they are now

by deſcent tranſmitted to his ſucceſſor, Mr. Edward Roper, of Well-hall, in Eltham.

Shalford and Medgrove were always annexed to Hackington abovementioned, of

which they were accounted but as limbs or ingredients, and in the fourteenth year

of queen Elizabeth, were granted in leaſe for life to Sir Roger Manwood,

but the fee-ſimple remained in the crown, until about the beginning of king

Charles, and then they were granted to Sir Edward Sidenham, and Mr. Smith, and

they not long after paſſed them away to Mr. Robert Auſtin, then of London, but

now of Boxley in this county.

HADLOW, in the hundred of Hadlow Borough and Littlefield, gave both ſeat

and ſirname to a family ancient and conſpicuous enough in this track; but whether

the ſame with that family which was ſeated at Hadlow-place in Crundall, is altogether

ambiguous; certain I am that Edmund de Hadlow died ſeized of it in the thirty

ſecond of Edward the third, and from this name in the ſubſequent age it came to

the crown, but whether by eſcheat, exchange, or purchaſe, no beam, ſcattered

from any private or public record, can ſo far enlighten my knowlege as to diſcover.

Henry the ſixth, in the twenty-fifth of his reign, granted this and many other poſ

ſeſſions, lying about the ſkirts of the Lowey of Tunbridge to Humphrey Stafford,

duke of Buckingham, and with this name it went along till Edward Stafford being

unfortunately offered up a ſacrifice to the malice and ambition of Cardinal Wolſey,

in the reign of Henry the eighth, and the loſs of his head having been the expiation

of ſome vanities, which he had been too much guilty of, the right by his attaint

flowing back into the crown, it was inveſted in the twentieth year of Henry the

eighth by royal conceſſion in John Vane, Eſquire, whoſe ſucceſſor Sir Henry Vane,

not many years ſince ſold it to Thomas Petley, whoſe deſcendant now enjoys it.

Peckham in this pariſh was part of the patrimony of the noble family of Peckham,

and one John Peckham (as the book called the ſurvey of the manors of Hadlow

taken in the fourteenth year of Edward the fourth informs me) anciently poſſeſſed

it, from which name it was by ſale rent away, and incorporated into the intereſt of

Colepeper; for John Colepeper (as the abovementioned ſurvey inſtructs me) ſold it

to Leigh, and after the poſſeſſion had been for ſome intermiſſion of time riveted into

this family, it was by the ſame alienation taken away, and by John Leigh tranſmit

ted
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ted to Sir George Rivers, whoſe ſon Sir John Rivers, did lately, upon his deceaſe, as

his heir, ſucceſſively claim it.

The manor of Fromond is mentioned likewiſe in the aboveſaid ſurvey; it gave

firmame to Fromonds, anceſtor to Fromond of Cheame in Surry; but whether it

yielded ſeat likewiſe, is the queſtion. Certain it is, it ſtaid not long in this name ,

for Richard Fromond ſold it to Colepeper; nor was it long fixed or conſtant in this

family neither; for Richard Colepeper, after the ebbing away of ſome ſucceſſive

generations, caſt the poſſeſſion by ſale into John Fromond again, originally extraćted

from the abovementioned Richard Fromond; and to this name this ſeat and its in

tereſt continues (for ought I can yet diſcover) at this inſtant faſtened and united.

Cauffon is the next (becauſe it owned a family of that firname) that claims our

- conſideration. It was in ages of higher aſcent, the demean and intereſt of ſome of

this name; but whether the Cauſtons of the county of Salop were iſſued from

hence, or theſe of this ſeat extracted originally from thence, is yet under diſpute;

and the more, becauſe evidence of deeds, which is the lanthorn, not only of an

tiquity, but ſometimes of reaſon likewiſe, is wholly wanting. It is without con

troverſy, this manſion was not long in the Cauſtons, for the thread of ſucceſſion was

interrupted and broken, and Hugh Cauſton by ſale conveyed it over to the Wattons

of Addington ; nor was it long reſident here, for William Watton ſold it to Thomas

Peckham branched out from the Peckhams of Yaldham in Wrotham, from whom

by a like mutation that changed the ſcene and face of the title, it was alienated to

Vane, and after ſome ſtay in that name, lately by purchaſe, made the property of

Maynard of Mayfield, in the county of Suſſex.

Totlingbery had the repute of a manor alſo, and was the manſion ſometime of that

name, till time, the great channel of all things, that either ſinks or preſerves them,

carried it down from John Totlingbery, to the family of Roberts of Glaſtenbury

in Cranbrook, and the ſame ſtream of viciſſitude wafted it not long after from

Walter Roberts, the laſt of that name which enjoyed it, to John Vane, Eſquire;

where (no record or evidence ſuggeſting yet any thing to the contrary) I think it yet
.COſltl nucS.

Goldbell may be looked upon as a place of ſome importance, ſince ſome families

of eſtimate have been poſſeſſors of it, but firſt it was the poſſeſſion of the Bealds,

ſo they are ſtiled in the ſurvey. And when this family began to moulder away, the

title by ſale ſhifted itſelf to the Fromonds, a name eminent enough in this track; and

and when they began to languiſh away into the common frailty of families, John

Fromond ſold it to the Colepepers of Oxenhoath. And this branch of the Cole

pepers concluding at laſt in three daughters and co-heirs; one of them being married

to Cotton of Lanwade in the county of Cambridge, made this part of the revenue

of that family ; but they deſiring to contraćt their intereſt into a nearer circumfer

ence, caſt this by ſale into the poſſeſſion of Sir George Chowne, to whoſe ſucceſſor

it very lately entitled itſelf.

Goding and Crombery are manors of ſome ſignal reſpect, ſince they acknowleged

themſelves to be part of the patrimony of Fromond, a family by an eminent ſuc

ceſſion of gentry noble and conſpicuous, which being by time broken and diſordered,

it not long after was by Thomas Fromond ſold to John Goding ; from whom

after the ſeries of that name was by the ſame alteration interrupted, it was conveyed

to the Peckhams, where it had not long made its reſidence, but the title by purchaſe

(like an orb never much in repoſe) rolled itſelf from Thomas Peckham into Vanes

where for ſome years it has reſted.

The manor of Moatelands ſhall be the laſt mentioned, (though not in the above

ſpecified ſurvey, yet) in mine, in relation to this pariſh. The firſt family that I

track in the record to be poſſeſſors of it, were the Bakers of Eaſt-Peckham, in

which name the propriety of it lay wrapt up, till Richard Baker did diveſt himſelf

of his right, and paſſed it over by ſale to Burgeſſe; where it had not long dwelt,

but the ſame change untwined it. For Thomas Burgeſſe alienated it to Henry

Leigh, and in his ſucceſſor (till a clearer ray of modern intelligence, directs me to

believe the contrary) I think the poſſeſſion is reſident. h

- There
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There are two other ſeats of venerable account in this pariſh. The manor of the

rećtory is the firſt, which in the year 1287, was by Thomas de Inglethorp, biſhop

of Rocheſter (as the records of that church ſignify) appropriated to the knights of

St. John, otherwiſe called the knights hoſpitalers, and remained locked up in their

demean, until the public ſuppreſſion ſnatched it away, and united it to the crown,

where it lodged until the ſecond year of Edward the ſixth, and then it was granted

to Sir Ralph Vane, whoſe deſcendant about the middle of queen Elizabeth paſſed

it away to Roger Twiſden, Eſquire, captain of a troop of Kentiſh gentlemen at the

camp formed at Tilbury, to oppoſe the hoſtile eruptions of the Spaniſh in the year

1588, and from him it is now come by deſcent to be poſſeſſed of his grandchild,

that learned and accompliſhed gentleman Sir Roger Twiſden of Roydon hall, knight

and baronet.

The ſecond is Fiſh-hall, the manſion formerly of John de Fiſher, ſo called, be.

cauſe he was inveſted with a privilege by Gilbert de Clare, earl of Glouceſter, and

lord of the Lowey of Tunbridge, to have the fiſhing freely and uncontrouledly

within his juriſdiction, or as far as it did extend, ſo that from this immunity or

franchiſe, his poſterity contračted the firname of Fiſher, and for ſome ages, did the

right of it remain interwoven with the demean of this family, till Richard Fiſher

ſold it to John Vane, Eſquire, from whom the ſame revolution not long after

tranſported it to Rivers of Chafford, and now the title is ingrafted into a younger

branch of that family.

HALLING, in the hundred of Shamell, has nothing remarkable in it but the

manor of Langridge, alias Bavent, for ſo it is written frequently in records, and

indeed not without ſome reaſon to ſupport the orthography; for in times of elder

preſcription, it gave both ſeat and ſirname to a family that had that appellation,

and there is ſome track or print yet of the ruins of a manſion-houſe in that field,

which is at this day called Bavents , and Roger de Bavent died in poſſeſſion of it

in the thirty-firſt year of Edward the third ; and when this name was worn out, the

next which we find in ſucceſſion to be proprietor of it, was Langridge, a branch

ſprouted out from that ſtem of Langridge, which was anciently planted in the county

of Southampton. And when this family was decayed and vaniſhed, and had left

nothing to evidence to us that it had once a being here, but the adopting this manor

into its name, the poſſeſſion went into Melford, and here, after it had ſome ſhort

abode, it abandoned this family, and caſt the intereſt of it into the patrimony of

Raynwell, whoſe ſucceſſor after ſome ſhort flux of time (as appears by the Book of

Aid kept in the exchequer) ſold it to Robert Wotton, in the ſeventeeth year of

Henry the ſeventh, and he ſuddenly after alienated this and other lands to Whorne

of Cuckſton, nor was the title any length of time lodged in this name; for a fate

of the ſame condition with the former carried it over to Vane, from whom it flowed

away in the ſame current, and by ſale emptied itſelf into Barnewell, nor was it leſs

permanent there, for the ſame inconſtant tide wafted it down to Nicholas Lewſon,

and Sir Richard Lewſon his grandchild, deſirous to wrap up all his intereſt within

the county of Stafford, alienated his Kentiſh lands to ſeveral perſons, and ſold thoſe

which were part of his demean here, to Barber.

The manor of Halling itſelf was given to the church of Rocheſter, by Egbert

king of the weſt Saxons, in the year of our Lord 838, and has continued parcel of

the church's patrimony in an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of time, till the year 1643,

and then the title was ravelled and diſcompoſed.

HALDEN, in the hundred of Blackborne and Barekley has nothing worthy in it

that may oblige a remembrance, but only Hales-place, from whence, as from their

fountain, the ſeveral ſtreams of the Hales, that in divided rivulets have ſpread

themſelves over the whole county, did originally break forth. But where Hales

place is now placed, or in what angle of the pariſh it is ſituated, I confeſs I cannot

inſtruct myſelf, unleſs it be that great houſe which was the original ſeat of the Scots,

before they planted at Congerherſt in Haukherſt, and which Reginald Scot ſold to

Sir Edward Hales. Indeed it is often mentioned in the pedigree of Hales, and

likewiſe in the deeds of that family, as lying in Halden, which is evidence enough

that
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HALSTOW, in the hundred of Hoo, was anciently part of the barony of Bar

dolph, but did not long reſt here, for Iſolda the daughter and co-heir of Hugh de

Bardolph, being married to Henry lord Grey, this was thrown into that ſcale (with

other demeſnes of vaſt eſtimate) which did after ſwell the revenue of this baron into

a huge dimenſion. But, as all ſublunary matters have the fate of an uncertain in

conſtancy written in indelible characters upon them, ſo had this ; for Richard lord

Grey, this man's ſucceſſor, 'ſold it to John lord Cobham, and he died poſſeſt of it

in the thirty-ſixth year of Edward the third, from whoſe heir an equivalent viciſſi

tude reſigned it up to the illuſtrious family of Zouch ; and William la Zouch,

extraćted from the Zouches of Haringworth in the county of Northampton, died

ačtually poſſeſſed of it in the fifth year of Richard the ſecond ; and after the title

had been ſome years knit to the relation and intereſt of this family, it was at length

torn off by the rough hand of time, and by ſale ſurrendered up to Norris, from

whoſe heir by as quick a tranſition it conveyed itſelf over to Sir Edward Hales,

grandfather to Sir Edward Hales, baronet, now ſurviving.

HALSTED, in the hundred of Codſheath, was the inheritance of a good old

family called Malavill, who were of no contemptible account in this part of the

county ; for in the pipe-rolls, relating to the reign of King John, I diſcover, that

Robert de Malavill was one of the recognitores magne aſſe, in the fourth year of

that prince, and then again in the ſeventh year of his rule, he was dignified with

that eminent place of truſt, and he had iſſue William de Malavill, who was in the

enjoyment of this manor at his death, which was in the reign of Henry the third,

as appears by an eſcheat roll, marked with the number 56. And in this family did

the right and title of it lie involved, until the latter end of Edward the third; and

then the noted family of Bures ſtept by purchaſe into the poſſeſſion, and John Bures,

(as appears to me by an old deed) held it in the fourth year of Richard the ſecond;

he was ſon of William Bures, who paid reſpećtive aid for part of a knight's-fee,

which lay in Bromley, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, at making the

Black Prince knight; and William Bures, ſon of John, lies entombed in Halſted

church, pourtrayed at length in braſs, and mailed in armour upon a fair grave

ſtone, being marble, with this inſcription: Hic jacet Willielmus Bures armigeri, domi

mus manerii de Halfted, qui obiit 1454. And this was he who was ſheriff of Kent, in

the eleventh year of Henry the ſixth : but after his death it was not long in the

fruition of this name; for about the beginning of Edward the fourth, I find it in

the hands of Thomas Bourchier, deſcended from the Bourchiers of Eſſex; and he

about the latter end of that prince, paſſed it away to Stephen Petley, Eſquire, who

lies buried in Halſted church. And in this family was the title fixed, until the

beginning of King James, and then the fatality of ſale did alter the poſſeſſion,

and annexed it to the inheritance of Sir Thomas Watſon, who dying without iſſue

male, his only daughter and heir was married to Sir William Pope, afterwards

created earl of Downe in Ireland by king James, and ſo in her right this manor

became the inheritance of his ſon, the right honourable William earl of Downe,

who not many years ſince paſſed it away to Mr. Edward Aſh, whoſe widow Mrs.

- - - - - - - - Aſh, holds it at this inſtant in right of dower.

HALSTOW, in the hundred of Milton, hath nothing memorable in it, but

Berkeſore alias Baſſer-court, which was, as high as any print of antiquity can direct

me to diſcover, the patrimony of the church; for king Stephen devoted it to find

a ſupply of perpetual lights before the cheſt or ſhrine (ante capſam, thoſe are the

words of the record) of Anſelme the eminent archbiſhop of Canterbury; and it

hath been many years paſt held by the Darrels of Cale-hill as leſſees, and is ſtill by

that right enjoyed by Sir John Darrell of the ſame place.

The church of Halſtow, (as the records of Chriſt-church inſtrućt us) was given

by Boniface archbiſhop of Canterbury, to buy books, for the chaunter of that

COnVCIlt,

2 Z HAMME,
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HAMME, in the hundred of Eaſtry, was, as the records of Chriſt-church in

Canterbury inform me, given to the prior and nonks or that convent in the year

934, by one Eylfleda; but how it was rated in the conqueror's time, when, if not

all, yet at leaſt the principal part of this county was ſurveyed, the pages of Doomſ

day book are ſilent: in brief, the moiety of this manor, (for one half of it was

always under the juriſdiction of lay-proprietors) being by the donation abovelaid,

made parcel of the ſpiritual patrimony, remained treaſured up in the revenue of

the church, as in an unviolable exchequer, until both the convent of Chriſt-church,

and all its demean, was ſurrendered into the hands of Henry the eighth, and that

prince in the thirty-fifth year of his reign, granted that part of it which belonged

to the priory of Chriſt church to Sir Thomas Moile, who not long after paſſed it

away to Sir Robert Oxenbridge, knight, from which family in our grandfathers- c -

memory it went away by ſale to Bois of Betſhanger.

The other moiety of Hamme, belonged to the Criolls of Walmer, of which

family I ſhall ſpeak more at that place: Simon de Crioli, as I diſcover by old

deeds, held it in the reign of king John and Henry the third, and tranſmitted it to

his ſon Nicholas de Crioll, who held it at his death, which was in the thirty

firſt of Edward the firſt, and from him did it by the ſteps of ſeveral genera

tions deſcend to Sir Thomas Crioll, who was ſlain at the ſecond battle of St. Al

ban's, tamely, and in cold blood; that is, he was beheaded by queen Margaret,

wife to king Henry the fixth, in the thirty-eighth of that prince's reign, becauſe

he had been an eager partiſan of the houſe of York, and being thus unfortunately

cut off, left that great eſtate he was poſſeſſed of, in this county, to two daughters

and co-heirs, one of which was married, for his ſecond wife, to John Fogg of Rep

ton, Eſquire, ſon and heir of Sir William Fogg, and he had iſſue by her Thomas

Fogg, ſerjeant porter of Calais, Eſquire, a place of eminent truſt and concern

in thoſe times. And he ended in two daughters and co-heirs; Anne firſt married

to Mr. William Scott, brother of Sir Reginald, and ſecondly, to Mr. Henry Iſham;

and Alice firſt married to Edward Scott, of the Moat in Suſſex, Eſquire, and after

to Sir Robert Oxenbridge, of the county of Southampton; but the moiety of this

manor of Hamme, upon the dividing the eſtate into equal portions, fell to be the

inheritance of Edward Scott, in right of Alice his wife, and his deſcendant in our

grandfathers remembrance alienated all his intereſt and concern here, to Bois of

Betſhanger, whoſe ſucceſſor Mr. John Bois, of Betſhanger, F ſquire, is now entirely

poſſeſſed of this manor; as namely, of that moiety, which came over to this family,

by purchaſe from Oxenbridge, as well as of that, which devolved to this name, by

purchaſe from Scott. -

HARBLEDOWNE in the hundred of Weſtgate, though at preſent but an

obſcure village, and not of much eminence, was in time of more ancient date

famous for three memorable places. Firſt, for an old chapel ſituated upon the

margin of that precipice which overlooks that way which leads to Canterbury. In

which oratory, as tradition informs us, was preſerved the ſlipper of Thomas Becket,

taken from one of his feet after his being deſtroyed at his own church at Canter.

bury, and which, as report infinuates, was beſpattered with his blood; this being

curiouſly enchaſed with diamonds (ſo much did thoſe times dote on this then re

puted ſaint and martyr) was let down for paſſengers, who travelled to Canterbury

to offer up their orizons at his ſhrine, to adore with a kiſs ; nor was it returned,

but full freighted and laden with the benevolence of devoted pilgrims.

The ſecond was Polres, which anciently had and ſtill keeps the repute of a manor,

John de Polre, ſon of John de Polre, paid reſpective aid for it, in the twentieth

year of Edward the third; and when after ſome expiration of time, this family.

began to find the common ſepulchre which waits upon all human glory, decay and

oblivion, the Martins, a name of generous extračtion in this track, ſlept in and

by purchaſe became lords of the fee, and held it, till the name being contraćted

into Anne ſole daughter and heir of Jo. Martin by marriage with Roger Brent;

it was knit to the patrimony of that family, and ſo for ſome years remained undiſ

folved, till the union by ſale was broken ; and not long ſince paſſed over to Sir

Thomas
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Thomas Bind; where, at preſent, the poſſeſſion is wound up with the other de

mean of that family.

The manor of Beverley is a third place of note in Harbledowne. It was the

feat of the ancient family of Beverley, before they removed to Tancrey iſland in

Fordwich; and having remained proprietors of it many generations, by efflux and

deſcent it was guided down to William Beverley, Eſquire, from whom the title

ebbed away, and in whom the name determined; for, he decreaſing without iſſue.

male, Beatrix was his only daughter and heir, who was married to Thomas Norton,

Eſquire, by which alliance, the title of this place became interwoven with his in

heritance, and continued claſped up in it, until the middle of the reign of queen

Elizabeth, and then it was conveyed to Merſeday, in which family it had a ſettled

reſidence, until ſome few years ſince the mutation of ſale brought it to one Mr.

-- - - - - - - Richardſon for its proprietor.

Lanfranck, archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the year 1071, founded an hoſpital at

Harbledowne for lepers, employed afterwards to the uſe of aged people. William

Wittleſey, archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the year 1371, founded a chauntry here,

and dedicated it to the honor of St. Nicholas, which foundation, in the year 14oz,

was by archbiſhop Arundell fully ratified and confirmed.

NETHER-HARDRES in the hundred of Bridge and Petham, is eminent for

two places ſituated within the precinéts and ambuts of it. The firſt is Hepington,

which certainly was anciently the Chichs of the Dungeon in Canterbury; for I have

ſeen a record,wherein Nicholas Mefingham releaſes his right in this and divers other

lands confining on Canterbury, to Tho. Chich. But let it be granted, it was theirs;

certainly the title was very volatile and uncertain ; for I find the Foggs when they

expired, to be next in poſſeſſion of it, which was as high as the entrance into the

reign of Henry the fourth. And here for ſome ages the title fixed it ſelf, till at

length the fatality of time paſſed it over by ſale to Hales, one of whoſe ſucceſſors

has lately ſold the manſion houſe to Sir Thomas Godfrey, but ſtill preſerves the

propriety of the manor itſelf in his name.

Lindeſhore, but vulgarly called Linſore, is the ſecond place that objećts itſelf to

a conſideration. In the eighth of Edward the third, an original fine repreſents it

to be Thomas de Garwinton's ; and here many years the poſſeſſion was reſident, till

Joan his niece, became (by reaſon her nephew Thomas Garwinton, grandchild to

this Thomas de Garwinton died without iſſue) the heir general of this family,

and ſhe being married to Richard Haut, a cadet of the Hauts of Hautſborne, alias

Biſhop’s-Bourne, made this part of their demean ; but this name not long after

concluding in Margery Haut, ſole daughter and heir to Richard Haut ; ſhe being

made the wife of William Iſaack, of Blackmanſbery in Bridge, involved this in

her huſband's revenue, to which, after it had been ſome time united, it was by ſale

from this family carried over to John Brent, Eſquire : and this name, ſome narrow

diſtance of time after, reſolving into a daughter and heir called Margaret, who was

married to John Dering, this became part of his eſtate, and ſo continued till his

ſucceſſor not long ſince ſold it to Young of Canterbury.

UPPER or HIGH-HARDRES, call it which you pleaſe, is placed in the hundreds

of Bridge, Petham, and Lovingborough, and gave name to a family which certainly

was of Saxon-extraction, being compounded of two Saxon words; erd, which fig

nifies earth; and reys, which ſignifies rivulets or ſmall drils of water. And, more

to eſtabliſh this opinion, the record of Doomſday-book informs us, that Rodbertus

de Hardres held half a fulling or ploughed-land in Liminge, in the twentieth year

of William the conqueror: this man was anceſtor to Philip de Hardres, who was

one of the recognitores magne aſſe, in the reign of king John, and his ſon Philip

de Hardres was a man of that eminence under the government of Henry the third,

that he married Grace, daughter and heir of Stephen Harengod; and I have

ſeen an old deed, which bears the form of a Latin will, wherein this Stephen ſettles

his manor of Elmeſted, and other lands in this track upon this Philip de Hardres;

which deed, though not dated, certainly relates to the time of his deceaſe, which

was in the forty firſt of Henry the third, Rot. Eſt. Num, 23. But though

this
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this manor gave firname to Hardres, yet I find ſome others had an intereſt in it,

or at leaſt ſome part of it, before it abſolutely and ſolely came to confeſs the fig

mory of this name. Oliver de Bohun obtained a charter of free-warren to his lands

at High Hardres, in the firſt year of Edward the firſt, which was renewed to

Nicholas de Hadlow or Hallow, who had not long before purchaſed the inheritance

of the aboveſaid family at this place, in the twenty firſt year of the above

mentioned prince; but about the latter end of Richard the ſecond, I find this family

quite diſlodged from this place, and the ſole demean and propriety wrapped up in

the family of Hardres: one of whom, by name Henry Hardres, was one of the

juſtices of the peace for this county in the time of Henry the fourth and Henry

the fifth ; and from him is deſcended Sir Richard Hardres, now lord of this manor,

who, by a title rivetted and incorporated into him by a chain of many uninterrupted

deſcents, does now claim the ſignory of it. -

Southcourt is another little manor in Upper Hardres, which in elder times was

entitled to the propriety of Garwinton, a family of ſignal eſtimate and deep root

in this track; for in an old pedigree of Iſaac, I diſcover that Thomas and William

de Garwinton, were in the liſt of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen that accompanied Henry

the third in his expedition into Gaſcony, in the thirty-ſeventh year of his reign,

which deſign by the ill conduct of his affairs, and worſe management of his arms,

was very ruinous and full of diſaſter to that prince : but this family about the

eleventh year of Henry the fixth (as I have ſhewed in Bekeſbourne) being extin

guiſhed without iſſue; the heir general brought this manor to be poſſeſſed by Haut,

from whom ſome two deſcents after, the ſame fatality brought it to be enjoyed by

Iſaac, in whom the propriety was reſident, until the beginning of Henry the eighth ;

and then it was conveyed to Diggs, a family which had ſome intereſt in it (as ap

pears by the Book of Aid) in the twentieth year of Edward the third, and ſome de

ſcents before; and from this name not long after the ſame alienation carried it off

to Hales of the Dungeon, in which family it hath remained ſo conſtant, that it is

the inſtant property of Mr. . . . . ., Hales, a younger branch of that family.

HARTLIP in the hundred of Milton, hath divers places of account in it : firſt,

Gore Court, which was in times of an elder aſpect, the inheritance of a family of

that appellation: and I find that Henry at Gore held it at his deceaſe, in the

thirty firſt year of Edward the third, and remained with the demean of this name,

until the beginning of Henry the fifth, and then it was tranſmitted by ſale to

Werdecre or Werdegar, and here it fixt, until the ſeventeenth year of king James:

and then William Werdegar, ſon of George Werdegar, paſſed it away to Sir

Nicholas Tufton, whoſe ſon and heir John earl of Thanet is now the owner of it.

Juliana de Leybourne had ſome eſtate here at Gore Court, which, at her deceaſe, in

the forty third year of Edward the third, eſcheating with the remainder of

her eſtate to the crown, was by that prince, in the fiftieth year of his government,

ſettled upon the abby of St. Mary Grace on Tower hill, which he had before

founded in the twenty-fourth year of his reign, and lay involved in the patrimony

of that cloiſter, until the general ſuppreſſion, and then it was granted by Henry

the eighth to William Werdegar, whoſe ſucceſſor ſold it with that part of it, which

was always of ſecular intereſt, to Sir Nicholas Tufton.

Pope's-ball in this pariſh had owners likewiſe of that firname, who likewiſe were

entituled to ſome eſtate at Gaeſden in Tenterden, and continued lords of this ſeat,

until the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, and then it was by Richard Pope, gen

tleman, tranſmitted by ſale to Chriſtopher Bloer, by whoſe daughter and heir called

Olympia Bloer, it devolved to be the inheritance of Mr. John Tufton, anceſtor to

the right honorable John Earl of Thanet, now poſſeſſor of it.

Ealgar or Ealdigar, now vulgarly by melting away the l, called Eager Court or

Eagar Croft, was anciently, as appears by ſeveral old deeds without date, the patri

mony of William de Elmeſted, but continued not long in this family; for in the

thirteenth year of Edward the firſt, I find it folded up in the inheritance of Roger

de Northwood, and in this name the title was reſident until the beginning of Henry

the ſixth, and then it was tranſplanted by ſale into Norton of Borden, #. whom

in
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in the fourth year of Edward the fourth, part of it was paſſed away by ſale to

Champneys, and in the eighth year of that prince, the remainder was by the ſame

fatality, brought to confeſs the ſignory of the above-mentioned family, from whom,

Thomas Rider, held it in leaſe, in the reign of Henry the ſeventh ; and in the

ſeventeenth year of that prince, paſſed away all his intereſt and concern in it to

Mark Harris, but the propriety of this place continued ſtill in Champneys. And

from him, did part of it, in the twenty-fourth year of Henry the eighth, paſs

back again by ſale to Norton, and the remainder in the thirty-ſecond year of that

king's reign, was by the ſaíne conveyance wholly remitted to the above recited

family, and made its abode here until the fourth and fifth year of Philip and Mary;

and then John Norton, by ſale conveyed his right in it, to Gilbert Fremlin, and

he in the fifteenth year of queen Elizabeth, alienated all his concern in it, to John

Palmer, Eſquire, father of Sir Anthony Palmer, and grandfather of Dudley Palmer,

Eſquire, the inſtant poſſeſſor of it. -

There is a manor in this pariſh, vulgarly and corruptly called Grayney, but in

‘old deeds Graveney, as being indeed the patrimony of a family of that firname ; of

which ſtem was Stephen de Graveney, whom, as private record informs me, held

it in the reign of Edward the firſt, and in his deſcendants, I find it ſucceſſively

conſtant and fixed, until the reign of Henry the fixth. And from that prince's

.rule, I muſt make a leap to the government of Henry the eighth, and then I find

it in the tenure of John Mayney, of Biddenden, Eſquire, great grandfather of Sir

John Mayney, of Linton, knight and baronet, the preſent lord of the fee.

HARTLEY, in the hundred of Acſtane, made up a part of that patrimony,

which came within the circle of that revenue, which owned for proprietors the

lords Montchenſey, whoſe capital ſeat was at Swanſcamp, where I ſhall treat more

largely of them; but it ſeems they had a ſpecial regard to this manor, for Warren

de Montchenſey, obtained a charter of free-warren to Hartley in the thirty-ſeventh

year of Henry the third, and left it ennobled and ſecured with this franchiſe to his

only ſon William de Montchenſey, who dying without iſſue, Joan his ſiſter and

heir by marrying with William de Valence, earl of Pembroke, entituled him to

this manor, and ſhe held it at her death, which was in the firſt year of Edward the

ſecond : from whom it devolved to her ſon Aymer de Valence, who dying without

iſſue-male in the ſeventeenth year of Edward the ſecond; Iſabell de Valence his

heir general, united it to the inheritance of her huſband Lawrence de Haſtings,

afterwards earl of Pembroke, from whom it came down to his grandchild John

de Haſtings. And he deceaſing without iſſue, in the year 1389, left it to his kinſ

man Reginald Grey, and he brings a pleading for this and other land, againſt John

le Scroope, in the fifteenth year of Richard the ſecond, and in the ſecond year of

Henry the fourth, as appears by the book of Dover in the exchequer, he was

peaceably fixed in the poſſeſſion, and was a perſon of conſiderable rank and im

portance in thoſe times, for he bore a pair of gilt ſpurs at the coronation of the

aboveſaid prince. But no eminence of birth or dignity can chain the poſſeſſion of

a place to a family, when the title leans upon the wheel of an inconſtant and ebb

ing eſtate ; for the revolution of ſale about the latter end of Henry the ſixth,

carried it from this name to Penhale, and John the ſon of Emma Penhale, as ap

pears by the book of Dover in the exchequer, held it in the ſecond year of Ed

ward the fourth, but the propriety was not long conſtant in this family: for about

the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, I find it in the tenure of Creſſell, but it

was not long permanent in this family neither: for about the beginning of Henry

the eighth, it was by ſale tranſplanted into Ballard, and here the poſſeſſion reſted

until the latter end of Edward the ſixth ; and then it was alienated to William

Sydley, Eſquire, anceſtor to Sir Charles Sydley, baronet, who now is entitled to the

right and propriety of it.

HASTINGLEIGH in the hundred of Bircholt, did anciently confeſs the

noble family of Haut, to be its proprietors, and was in their poſſeſſion until the

beginning of Henry the fourth, and then Edward Haut paſſed it away to Robert

*. - 3 A Poynings
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Poynings of Oſtenhanger, and in the revenue of this family was enwrapt, until the

deceaſe of Sir Edward Poynings, in the twelfth year of Henry the eighth, and he

dying without any iſſue of his body lawfully begotten, (and there being none that

-could juſtly entitle himſelf by right of blood or alliance to his poſſeſſions) it de

volved by eſcheat to the crown, and king Edward the ſixth, in the laſt year of his

reign, by royal conceſſion inveſted the right of this manor in the city of London,

and there it is ſtill reſident. But the manor of Aldelows, which was a limb of

Haſtingleigh, was by the prince aboveſaid ſettled for ever on the hoſpital of St.

Thomas in Southwark, in whoſe demean it is now reſident.

HAWKHERST in the hundred of Barnefield, was granted by William the

conqueror, to the manor of Wye, which with all its appendages, was to hold of

the abby of Battle, and remains (though that abby be ſuppreſſed) a member or

limb of that court to this day.

Congerherſ in this pariſh, was a manſion that formerly gave ſeat and firname to

a family ſo called, and which in a ſucceſſive ſeries did relate to this name, until

Mildred Congerherſt, ſole daughter and heir of Thomas Congerherſt, marrying

with Thomas Scott, made this the propriety of that family, to which it is ſtill

united.

The royalty and rents of Hawkherſt upon the ſuppreſſion of the abby of Battle,

were in the thirty-third year of Henry the eighth, granted to Sir John Baker, at

torney-general, and chancellor of the exchequer to that prince, king Edward the

ſixth and queen Mary,” but differences and claſhings breaking out between the de

ſcendants of Sir John Baker, and the heir of the lord Hunſdon, lord of Wye,

touching claims; to bury all future animoſities in amity and mutual compliance,

Sir Henry Baker, in the ſeventeenth year of king James, conveyed it to Henry

Cary lord Hunſdon, now earl of Dover; who ſome years ſince, paſſed it away to

Sir Thomas Finch, father to Heneage, earl of Winchelſey, now lord of the fee.

Hawkherſt had a market anciently, now ſhrunk into diſuſe, on the Tueſday,

and a yearly fair three days, viz. the vigil, the day of St. Lawrence, and the day

ſubſequent to it, both procured by the abbot of Battle, (as the original patent in

ſtrućts me) in the fifth year of Edward the firſt.

HAWKING, in the hundred of Folkſtone, contains two little manors within

its verge, which muſt not be paſſed over in ſilence. The firſt is Bilcheſter, which

belonged to the knights templers, but upon their ſuppreſſion, in the ſecond year

of Edward the ſecond, it eſcheated to the crown, and remained there until new

proviſion was made, by the ſtatute called ſtatutum de terris Templariorum, paſſed in

the ſeventeenth year of the aboveſaid prince, to enſtate it on the knights-hoſpital

ers, and make it part of their revenue, and accordingly was united to their patri

mony, nor was any hand ſo bold as to tear it off, until the general ſuppreſſion of

this order, in the reign of Henry the eighth, did inveſt it in the crown, and that

prince, in the thirty-third year of his reign, granted it to Sir Anthony Aucher in

leaſe; and he not long after, aſſigned it to Thomas Sommerſall, by whom it was

made over to Richard Simonds, but the fee-fimple continued in the crown, until

the year 1648.

The ſecond is Fleggs-Court, which was folded up in that demean, which related

to the abby of St. Radigunds, and upon the ſuppreſſion of that cloiſter was ex

changed by Henry the eighth, in the twenty-ninth year of his reign, for other

lands, with Thomas Cranmer, archbiſhop of Canterbury, and ſo remained free

from violation, until theſe times wrapt it up in the demean of that ſee.

HEDCORNE, in the hundred of Eyhorne, contained within its limits, Firſt,

Modenden, vulgarly called Mottenden, where was a monaſtery for monks of the

order of crouched friars, and founded by Sir Richard de Rokeſley: the head of

which convent was called miniſter, and in the cloudy times of popery, was much

reſorted unto by the enchanted vulgar, by reaſon of ſome ſpecial privileges they

were endowed with, as of granting of pardons, and others of the like nature:

all which met with their ſepulchre in the ruin of this abby, and that fatal and

deſtruc

* He was likewiſe privy-counſellor to thoſe three princes, and one of the executors of Henry the

cighth's will.
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deſtrućtive wound it received in its final diſſolution, from the hand of Henry the

eighth, which prince, upon its eſcheating to the crown, granted it in the thirty-ſixth

year of his government, to Sir Anthony Aucher; and he, in the ſecond year of

Edward the ſixth, paſſed it away to Sir Walter Henley, by whoſe daughter and

co-heir it came to Thomas Colepeper of Bedgebury, Eſquire; who in the fixth

year of Edward the ſixth, conveyed it to Chriſtopher Sackvill, Eſquire, from which

family in our grandfathers remembrance it came over by ſale to Franklin; and his

ſucceſſor George Franklin dying without iſſue, bequeathed it by teſtament to his

kinſman Sir William Sydley, whoſe grandchild Sir Charles Sydley, baronet, is en

tituled to the inſtant fee-ſimple of it.

Kents Chantry is a ſecond place of account in Headcorne, called ſo becauſe here

was a chantry founded by one John Kent, in the ſixth year of Edward the fourth,

and a large demean ſettled upon it, to ſupport the chantry prieſt that was to officiate

there; all which upon the ſupreſſion was in the thirty-ſecond year of Henry the

eighth, granted to Sir Anthony St. Leger, whoſe ſon Sir Warham St. Leger,

about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away by ſale to Beresford of

Weſternham, from which family, in our memory, it went away to Southland; and

he very lately hath alienated it to Mr. . . . . . . Belcher, now miniſter of God’s word

at Ulcombe. .

Keſham is a third ſeat in this pariſh, which may challenge our conſiderations,

becauſe it was the reſidence formerly (though now transformed into a farm-houſe)

of gentlemen known by this firmame, who might have been ranged and marſhalled

amongſt the prime gentlemen of this county, and bore for their coat armour, fable,

a feffe engrailed argent, between three garbs, or. One of them ſtood depićted in

coloured glaſs in the church windows, with his arms upon his tabard; but by the

aſſaults of age, and other wild and ſacrilegious impreſſions, is now utterly defaced

and demoliſhed ; nor is the family in any better condition, that having many years

fince deſerted the poſſeſſion of this place; for about the latter end of queen

Elizabeth it was conveyed to Johnſon ; from whom very lately, it is come over by

purchaſe to Stringer.

Riſºford is a fourth manor circumſcribed within the bounds of Headcorne, which

in the twentieth year of Edward the third, was poſſeſſed by a family called Pend,

who (as appears by the Book of Aid) paid a reſpective ſupply for it, at making

the Black Prince knight. And here is much land in this pariſh, which bears the

name of Pend, a probable argument of the antiquity of it in this track ; nor did it

yield to time, or deſert the poſſeſſion of this place, but was conſtant in the tenure

of it, until that age we call our grandfathers, and then it was alienated to a family

called Dominie, alias Fullaker, the laſt of which name at this place was Chriſtopher

Dºmínie, alias Fullaker, who not many years ſince paſſed it away to Mr.

John Hulks of Newenham, whoſe ſon and heir Mr. Stephen idulks, does now poſ

ſeſs the ſignory of it. -

HERIETSHAM, in the hundred of Eyhorne, was anciently a limb of that

eſtate which was entituled to the poſſeſſion of the noble family of Creſcy. Hugh

de Creſcy died ſeized of the manor, in the forty-ſeventh year of king Henry the

third, and his grandmother Margery was daughter of William de Cheyney of

Patrickſbourne Cheyney, as appears, Clauſ. 52. Henrici tertii memb. 6. in dorſo. But

he deceaſed without iſſue, and ſo his brother Stephen de Creſcy became his heir and

lord of Herietſham, and in this family it continued until the latter end of Edward

the ſecond, and then the poſſeſſion of this place went from Creſcy into Northwood,

as is manifeſt by the Book of Aid, where Roger de Northwood is repreſented to

have held this manor, and have paid a proportionate aid for it, at making the Black

Prince knight, in the twentieth of Edward the third, and he deceaſed ſeized of it

in the thirty-fifth year of that king's reign. And in this name it remained fixed

until the beginning of Henry the fifth, and then it was tranſplanted into the intereſt

of a family called Adam, who had large poſſeſſions in Eſſex, and bore for their

paternal coat vert, a plain croſs, or ; and John Adam held it at his death, which

was in the nineteenth year of Henry the ſixth, and left it to his ſon John Adam ;

after whom I do not find any more of the family poſſeſſed of it; for in the reign of

Edward
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Edward the fourth, I diſcover by ſome court-rolls that James Peckham of Yaldām,

Eſquire, was lord of the fee : and Reginald Peckham his ſon, that was ſheriff of

Kent, in the laſt year of Henry the ſeventh, kept this ſhrievalty at Herietſham; but

after this, it was of no long continuance in this family; for in the fifteenth year of

Henry the eighth, Reginală de Peckham paſſes it away by ſale to Edward Scott,

Eſquire, and he not long after tranſmits it by the ſame conveyance to John Hales,

one of the barons of the exchequer, and from him one moiety of it went away by

jale, in the twenty-eighth of Henry the eighth, to John Norton, Eſquire ; and the

other not long after to Sir Anthony St. Leger. Norton conveyed his proportion to

Aſhburnham of Suſſex; and both St. Leger and Aſhburnham, in the time almoſt

of our fathers remembrance, by a concurrent ſale demiſed their joint right in it to

‘Sir John Steed, whoſe ſucceſſor, doćtor . . . . . . Steed, doćtor of the civil law,

is the inſtant proprietor of Herietſham. *

Eaſt Farºon and Bentley, are two little manors in this pariſh, which belonged to

the priory of Leeds ; and upon the ſuppreſſion, were made parcel of the revenue of

the crown, and remained there until king Edward the ſixth, in the fourth year of

his reign, granted them to Sir Anthony St. Leger, whoſe great grandchild Sir

Warham St. Leger, about the beginning of king James, paſſed them away to

'Mr. . . . . . . Steed, father to doćtor Steed; who upon the deceaſe of his nephew

Cromer Steed without iſſue male, as reverſioner in entail, is now ſettled in the poſ

ſeſſion of theſe two manors.

Weſt Farbon, ſometimes in old deeds, called little Herieſham, lies likewiſe in this

pariſh, and was granted in the fifty-ſecond year of Henry the third, to William de

Valentia, earl of Pembroke , but after him I track no more of the family at this

place; for in the twentieth year of Edward the third, at making the Black Prince

knight, it was held by John Pennington; and in the fourth year of Henry the

fourth, when Blanch, that prince's daughter was married, it acknowleged itſelf to

be under the ſignory of the abovementioned family, and continued divers years after

united to their intereſt : but in the reign of Henry the eighth, I find them quite

vaniſhed from the poſſeſſion, and a family called Hede or Head, entituled to the in

heritance ; and in this name did it make its abode, until the reign of Edward the

ſixth, and then it was conveyed by ſale to St. Leger, where it reſted until the be

ginning of king James, and then it was alienated by Sir Warham St. Leger, to

Mr. Benedićt Barneham, who left four daughters and co-heirs, married to Audley,

Conſtable, Doble, and Soame, who equally ſhared his eſtate; and this upon the

diſtinguiſhing of it into juſt proportions, augmented the revenue of Conſtable.

Harbilton is another ancient manor in Herietſham; it was, in the twentieth year of

Edward the third, the inheritance of Thomas de Malmains; for at that time, as

appears by the Book of Aid, he paid a ſubſidiary ſupply for this and other lands,

at making the Black Prince knight. After this family was mouldered away, which

was before the end of Richard the ſecond, I find the family of Maris was ſettled in

the inheritance. William Maris who was Eſquire, firſt to Henry the fifth, and

after to cardinal Kempe, was poſſeſſor of it, and ſo was his ſon William Maris,

Eſquire, who was ſheriff of Kent, in the twenty-firſt year of Henry the ſixth. After

this family, I find the Moils, about the latter end of the former prince's govern

ment, to have ſtept into the inheritance; the firſt of which was Walter Moiſe, who

was juſtice of the peace for this county, in the reign both of Henry the fixth and

Edward the fourth, and left this, and a ſpacious patrimony beſides, to his heir John

Moile, Eſquire, whoſe ſon Robert Moile, about the beginning of Henry the eighth,

alienated it to Geffrey St. Leger, Eſquire, from whom the title for many years

ſtreamed into this family, until in that time, which fell under our grandfathers

cognizance, it was paſſed away by ſale to Steed, anceſtor to doćtor Steed, who is

the inſtant poſſeſſor of it.

Marley and Hopme Mill, and in other copies written Holme Hill, did with their in

come ſupport the chanter of the canons of Pauls, to whoſe office they were annexed.

A place certainly in elder times of important account; for in the records of Chriſt

Achurch, from whence Pitſem hath collected his inventory of the Engliſh writers,

there
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there is mention of one Joannes de Teneth, a man as exemplary for his piety, as he

was eminent for his learning, who was chanter to that convent; but this office being

entombed in the ruins of thoſe canons of Pauls in the general ſuppreſſion, the re

venue which upheld it, was fixed in the crown, until king Edward the ſixth granted

both theſe places to Sir Edward Wotton, one of his privy council, whoſe grandchild

Sir Edward Wotton, was by king James inveſted with the dignity and title of

Edward lord Wotton of Marley, and was by Thomas lord Wotton, his ſon, ſettled

in marriage upon his eldeſt daughter Katharine Wotton with Henry lord Stanhop,

ſon and heir apparent to Philip earl of Cheſterfield, and is at this inſtant in relation

to the former ſettlement devolved in obeyance to her ſon, the right honorable

Philip Stanhop, the preſent earl of Cheſterfield, which Katherine afterwards mar

ried Henry de Kirkhoven, lord of Homfleet in Holland.

HERN, * in the hundred of Blengate, has nothing memorable in it but Haw

Houſe, a limb or portion of that wide demean that the eminent family of Apulder

field held in this track; and when this name that had been deeply rooted in antiquity,

and had ſpread to a large extent, in the latitude of it, was circumſcribed in a daughter

and heir called Elizabeth, married with Sir John Phineux, this ſeat was made by

female intereſt, an addition to the income of this family, and here it remained un

divided from it, till this name determined in John Phineux, Eſquire, iſſued from a

younger line of this family, who left only one daughter and heir, married to Sir

John Smith, grandfather to Philip viſcount Strangford, who in relation to that

right this marriage has inveſted in him, is now the inſtant proprietor. a

Seas, or At-Seas-court is likewiſe involved within the ſphere and limits of this

pariſh ; it was in records anciently ſtiled ſo, though now through diſuſe it be lan

guiſhed into an intermiſſion, having loſt its name, and the eſtimate of a manor like

wiſe. For a ſucceſſion of ſome ages, it owned the name and intereſt of At Sea, till

fate and time, that are the common ſepulchre of families, by ſale gave up the fee

fimple, an age or two ſince, to Knowler, whoſe heir does yet entitle himſelf by

right of his predeceſſors purchaſe, to the poſſeſſion of it.

HERNEHILL, in the hundred of Boughton, has two places in it, which may

make it remafkable: Firſt, Durgall Stroude, which was, in times of higher track,

the Martins, a very noble and illuſtrious family in this territory, whoſe capital or

principal ſeat was at Graveney, not far diſtant; and here, after it had flouriſhed, by

the decurſion of ſome ages, it fell into a daughter and heir, called Margaret, ſole

daughter and heir to Matthew Martin, who was married to William Norton of

Cokeſdiſh in Feverſham, and in her right did he become proprietor of this manor,

from whoſe heir, Thomas Norton, the property or fee-ſimple was by ſale transferred

into the poſſeſſion of Sir John Wild of Canterbury, to whoſe heirs general the

propriety of this manor does at preſent relate. -

Secondly, there is another ſeat in this pariſh, vulgarly called Apes-court, alias

Lockley ; but, indeed, in truer orthography written Epes-court, a place ſo deſpicable,

that it had not been worth the memorial, but that in all the circumſtances of pro

bability the Epes of Canterbury aſſumed, if not ſeat, yet at leaſt firname from

thence; and it is the more poſſible, becauſe the Epes have been ancient tenants to

the church of Canterbury, for the manor of Seas-altar, divided by a near diſtance

from this place; in ages of a more modern date, the Nevinſons were the lords of .

the fee, and certainly this was their ancient manſion, before they were tranſplanted

to Eaſtry; this being ſold in the reign of king James by Sir Roger Nevinſon to

Sir John Wild of Canterbury, in whoſe heirs general (Dudley Wild, Eſquire, his

only ſurviving ſon being lately deceaſed without iſſue) the poſſeſſion continues

fixed, - -

HEVER, in the hundreds of Somerden and Ruxley, had in elder times a caſtle,

which was the capital ſeat or manor built by Thomas de Hever,t who had liberty by

the charter of Edward the third, granted to him in the fourth of his reign, not only

to embattle his manſion here, but likewiſe had free-warren annexed to his lands in

3 B this

* Hern had a market procured to be held there biſhop of Canterbury, in the twenty fifth of Edward

weekly on the Monday, and a fair yearly upon the third, as appears, Cart. Num, 31. . .

!he vigil, and day of St. Martin, by the arch- t See more of this family at Northfleet.
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this place. William Hever deceaſed without iſſue male, and left only two daughters

and co-heirs; Joan married to Reginald Cobham of Sterborough, and the other

married to Brocas, whence in records it is ſometimes called Hever Cobham and

Hever Brocas, and when the Cobhams went out, the Bullens were the immediate

purchaſers; for Geffrey Bullen purchaſed this place, and his grandchild Sir Thomas

Bullen knight of the garter, and earl of Wilts, lived here, who was father to

Anne Bullen, wife to Henry the eighth; and as he had here his habitation, ſo like

wiſe he has here his ſepulchre, and lieth entombed in Hever-church ; but when

his ſon George viſcount Rochford, upon pretence of ſome black, crimes ačted

againſt the majeſty of Henry the eighth, fell under the cenſure of high treaſon,

this upon his attainder or convićtion was eſcheated to the crown, and began to be

reputed a manſion of ſome eſtimate, when Anne of Cleve, for ſome time lived here,

and made it her reſidence; but in times ſubſequent to this, I find it eminent for

nothing, till queen Mary in the fifth year of her reign granted it to Sir Edward

Waldgrave, whoſe ſucceſſor yet poſſeſſes it. -

HEYS, in the hundred of Rokeſley, was formerly under the jurisdićtion of the

Squirries, a family under a ſignal notion of eminence in this part of the county,

and was concluded ſome ages within their patrimony, till it was bounded by two

daughters and co-heirs; one of which called Dorothy, was married to Richard

Mervin, the other ſtiled Margaret, married to Sir William Cromer, who in right of

their father Thomas Squirrie, who held Heys in the eighteenth year of Henry the

ſixth, entituled themſelves to vaſt poſſeſſions in theſe parts; but this manor upon

the diviſion accrued to Mervin, and in his poſterity ſome years it found an abode,

till by ſale the intereſt was tranſmitted to Peche; but Sir John Peche deceaſing

without any iſſue male, his only daughter Elizabeth, married to John Hart, Eſq;

extraćted from the Harts of the county of Hereford, was found to be his heir, and

in relation to that mixture, or conjunction, does this family yet continue proprietors

of it.

HINXHILL, in the hundreds of Chart and Longbridge, was part of that

eſtate which belonged to the family of Strabolgie, earls of Atholl; but whether or

not it devolved to Alexander Balioll, earl of Atholl by Iſabell his wife, one of the

co-heirs of Richard de Dover, lord of Chilham, is altogether uncertain ; becauſe

no record that I ever yet ſaw, reaches beyond the abovementioned Alexander: this

man's ſon was John earl of Strabolgie and Athol, who having forfeited it in the

reign of Edward the firſt, whilſt he endeavoured to buoy up the liberty of his

country of Scotland, which then ſeemed to be ſunk in its own ruins, being trampled

upon by the ſucceſsful attempts of that prince, it for ſome years encreaſed the royal

revenue, until David de Strabolgie, earl of Atholl, the firſt that altered his name

from Balioll to Strabolgie, having expiated his father’s diſſervices, by being con

ſtant to the party and intereſt of Edward the ſecond, againſt the eruptions of the no

bility, which then bandied in combinations againſt him, had this with much other

land, reſtored to him in the fifteenth year of that prince; from whom it deſcended

to David de Strabolgie his grandchild, who dying in the forty-ninth year of Edward

the third, left it to Phillippa his daughter and co-heir married to John Halſham of

Suſſex, by whom ſhe had iſſue Hugh Halſham, who about the beginning of Henry

the ſixth, paſſed it away to Sir Robert Scott, lieutenant of the Tower of London

1424, and he concluding in Alice Scott, a female inheritrix, ſhe by marrying with

William Kempe, nephew of cardinal Kempe, linked it to the demean of that family,

and here it remained until Sir William Kempe, about the latter end of Henry the

eighth, alienated it to Browning, from which family, about the beginning of queen

Elizabeth, it paſſed away by ſale to Mr. Robert Edolph, whoſe grandchild Mr.

Robert Edolph dying in the year 1632, without iſſue, gave his intereſt in it with

Godchepes to his beloved wife, Cicelie Edolph, re-married to Sir Francis Knowls

of Reading, and ſhe paſſed away the moiety of it (the other portion of it being in

veſted in Mr. Thomas Edolph the third brother) with Godchepes, now called

Goodchepes, to her huſband's ſecond brother, Mr. Samuel Edolph, who ſome few

years ſince conveyed his intereſt in Hinxhill with this, by teſtament, to his brother-in

law
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law Mr. John Angell of Croherſt in Surry, to diſcharge debts and legacies ; and

he, that he might the more effectually perform the contents of the will, hath

lately paſſed away the moiety of Hinxhill with Goodchepes, to Edward Chowte of

Surrenden Chowte in Betherſden, Eſquire, lately deceaſed. - -

Waltham is another manor in Hinxhill, which was folded up in the vaſt demean

of Crioll, by whoſe daughter and heir it came to Rokeſley, and by the female in

heritrix of Rokeſley to Poynings: in which name it continued until the twelfth

year of Henry the eighth, and then Sir Edward Poynings dying without any law

ful iſſue ; after a ſignal and ſolemn inſpection, by ſeveral inquiſitions, into his

collateral alliance, no claim being laid unto his eſtate, this manor eſcheated to the

crown, in the fourteenth year of that prince, and then king Henry the eighth, by

grant paſſed it away to Sir Richard Damſell, who not long after tranſmitted his

right in it to Goldhill, who in our grandfathers memory alienated it to Mr. Ro

bert Edolph, whoſe grandchild 'Mr. Robert Edolph gave it with his intereſt in

Hinxhill and Goodchepes to his wife Cicely Edolph, who paſſed away the moiety

to Mr. Samuel Edolph, and he deviſed it by will to Mr. Angell, who hath tranſ

ferred his right in it by ſale to Mr. Edward Chowte. * -

The farm called Godchepes or Goodchepes, in this pariſh, for an unbroken

ſeries of many generations, had owners of that ſirname, as appears by an inqui

ſition taken after the death of Thomas Godchepe, in the thirty-firſt year of Ed

ward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 47, and remained faſtened to their inheritance, un

til the latter end of Henry the eighth, and then by a ſtrange and myſterious fatality

the propriety of it was carried off to Barrow. The ſtory is repreſented thus:

John Barrow being an attorney, was called to frame a ſettlement by deed of Tho

mas Godchepe, and by his direétion was deſired to inſert eight perſons into the

deed, who were ſucceſſively to inherit his eſtate, and being aſked by this John

Barrow, whether he ſhould add the names of any more, he was anſwered (becauſe

there had formerly been reciprocal obligations of friendſhip between them) that

he ſhould place his own next after thoſe eight above-mentioned. It pleaſed the

eternal arbiter of human affairs, ſo to order the viciſſitude of things that thoſe

eight perſons recited in the deed, deceaſed without iſſue, ſo that his eſtate here at

Godchepe devolved to Barrow, as his heir at law, from whom by Elizabeth his

eldeſt daughter and co-heir, it came to Mr. Robert Edolph. -

HOO gives name to the hundred where it is ſituated, and was a principal branch

of that revenue, which fell under the notion of a whole knight's fee, as appears

by the red book kept in the exchequer, in the reign of Henry the ſecond ; and

from him it came down to Hugh Bardolfe, who was rated for it after the ſame ac

count, in the ſecond year of Richard the firſt 5 but Hugh lord Bardolfe his ſon

not long after concluded in three daughters and co-heirs. Mawde was married

to Nicholas Points, Margaret was married to Robert Aguillon, and Iſolda was

married to Henry lord Grey of Codnor, which divided the inheritance of that

family at this place. But that portion of it which was annexed by this alli

ance to Points and Aguillon, was paſſed away by a joint ſale to John de la Pole,

and he paid reſpective ſupply for his lands at Hoo, which were rated at half a

knight's-fee, at making the Black Prince knight, in the twentieth year of Ed

ward the third; but before the latter end of Henry the fourth, this family was

worn out, and that eſtate they held here was by purchaſe involved and ſwallowed

up in the inheritance of Grey, who before was entitled to the moiety of this manor,

as deſcending from Henry lord Grey of Codnor and Iſolda his wife, co-heir to

Hugh lord Bardolfe, and in this family did it continue until Henry lord Grey of

Codnor, in the twenty-ſecond year of Henry the fixth, dying without iſſue-male,

left it to be patrimony of daughters and co-heirs, one of which brought it to be

the inheritance of the lord Zouch; but in this family it had not long remained,

when John lord Zouch having purſued the intereſt of the houſe of York, did

exemplify his zeal to it, by his being embarked in the cauſe and quarrel of Richard

the third, in that ſignal and fatal encounter at Boſworth field, where the title of

the
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the two houſes of York and Lancaſter, was put to the bloody arbitration of the ſword;

for which, after the crown and ſcepter by that happy conteſt devolved to Henry the

feventh, he was in the firſt year of that prince's reign attainted, and his eſtate here

granted to Sir Henry Wiatt, one of the privy-council to the ſaid monarch, whoſe

unfortunate grandchild, Sir Thomas Wiatt, being likewiſe attainted in the ſecond

year of queen Mary, it eſcheated upon that confiſcation, to the crown, and there

was lodged, until king James, about the third year of his reign, granted it to Ro

bert, earl of Saliſbury, whoſe ſon Robert, earl of Saliſbury, ſold it quarto Caroli

to Sir Edward Hales, knight and baronet; from whom it is now come down to his

grandchild, Sir Edward Hales, baronet, in whoſe revenue, it, at this inſtant, is

involved. -

Beluncle is another ſeat in this pariſh, whoſe antiquity pleads for a remembrance:

the firſt family whom I find in record to have been poſſeſſed of it was Foliot.

Jordan de Foliot held it in the time of Henry the ſecond, and Richard the firſt, by

the fifth part of a knight's-fee; and from him did it deſcend to Richard de Foliot,

his ſon and heir, who in the twentieth year of Henry the third, paſſes it away by

fine to Reginald de Cobham, who was ſheriff of Kent from the thirty-third year

of Henry the third, to the fortieth of that prince, and was accounted one of the

principal ſeats which was couched in the demean of this family; and, in divers old

pedigrees and other deeds, they are written Cobham of Beluncle. Of this family

was Henry de Cobham, who was ſummoned to parliament as baron, in the ſeventh

year of Edward the third ; Stephen de Cobham, who was ſummoned in the

eighteenth year of that prince; and Thomas de Cobham, who was ſummoned as

baron, in the thirty-eighth year of that prince. And in Cobham, and then Brook,

did it continue, until Henry lord Cobham and his brother George Brooke, in the

firſt year of king James, being entangled in that cloudy deſign of Sir Walter

Rawleigh, which continues muffled up in a miſt until this day, forfeited both their

eſtates, and the laſt his life. But king James reſtored this to Henry lord Cobham,

who dying without iſſue it devolved to Sir William Brooke, ſon of George Brooke,

and he likewiſe deceaſing without iſſue-male, in the year 1643, it came over to Sir

John Brooke, now lord Cobham, as reverſioner in entail.

HOLLINGBOURNE, in the hundred of Eyhorne, was given to the monks of .

* Chriſt-church in Canterbury, to ſupply them with diet, by Athelſtan, ſon of

4”4%, …. 22.4.1Ethelred, which manor he had before purchaſed of his father; and in the year 909,

| 4-224-, z
4%. with his licence and conſent beſtowed it on that convent, free as Adiſham. If you

will diſcover how it was rated in the conqueror's time, Doomſday-book thus re

preſents it to you. Hollingbourne (ſays that) ºft manerium monachorum, & de cibo .

corum & in tempore Edwardi regis ſe defendebat pro VI. jullings, & nume ſimiliter. Et

eft appretiatum inter totum hoc manerium XXX lb. This being thus fixed, remained

from the original donation, locked up in the eccleſiaſtical patrimony, until the

twenty-ninth year of Henry the eighth, and then it was ſurrendered into that king's

hands by the prior and monks of the convent aforefaid, and he that year exchang

ed it with Thomas Cranmer, archbiſhop of Canterbury.

• There was the gallows which appertained to the priory of Chriſt church here

erected at Hollingbourne, where thoſe who had committed murders, felonies, or

other treſpaſſes worthy of death, within the liberties of that convent, were accord

ing to the privilege of Infangtheof and Outfangtheof, brought to exemplary

puniſhment: See Somner Fol. 286. * -

There is a manor in this pariſh called Ripple, which had owners of that name;

for in the thirtieth of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 91, I find that Richard de

Ripple held this, and other lands, which he had in leaſe from the priory of Chriſt

church at his deceaſe; but it only gave him firname, and then left his family; for

before the latter end of Edward the third, it went from this name to Sir William

Septuans, and he enjoyed it at his death, which was in the forty-third year of Ed

ward the third ; and tranſmitted it to his ſon William Septuans, who not long after

conveyed it to John Gower, in whoſe name it lay couched until the reign of Henry

the fourth; and then it was alienated to Brockhull, a cadet of that ſtock which

- flouriſhed

-
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flouriſhed ſo long at Calehill, and here it continued for many deſcents in this family,

until the beginning of queen Elizabeth ; and then Henry Brockhull dying without

iſſue-male, Anne his only daughter and heir brought it to be the inheritance of Sir

John Taylor, in which family after it had lodged only until the latter end of queen

Elizabeth, it was paſſed away to Sir Martin Barnham. -

Elnothington is another manor in this pariſh, which had owners likewiſe of that

ſirname; for in a deed of Adam de Twiſdens, which bears date from the one and

twentieth of Edward the firſt, one William de Elnothington is witneſs ; but after

this man, I find no more mention in any record of the name. In the reign of Ed

ward the third, I diſcover Sir Arnold St. Leger of Ulcombe to be poſſeſſed of it,

and in the forty-ſecond year he makes a compoſition with divers of his tenants for

lands that they held of this manor, and from him, like an uninterrupted thread, did

the title of this place paſs through many deſcents of this family, until at laſt it

devolved to Sir Anthony St. Leger, who almoſt in our memory alienated it to Sir

Thomas Colepeper.

Pen-court is another ſeat in Hollingbourne worthy our notice. It was in elder

times the patrimony of a family called Pen ; but whether the Pens of Codcot in

the county of Bedford, were deſcended from them or not, is uncertain ; in brief,

before the end of Edward the third, this family was worn out, and then the Donets

ſucceeded, but held this ſeat not long; for by the heir general it devolved with

much other land to St. Leger of Ulcombe, and here it reſted until almoſt our re

membrance; and then it was paſſed away to Sir Thomas Colepeper; and he again

conveyed it to Mr. Mark Queſtwood of London, who, upon his deceaſe, ſettled it

for ever on the company of fiſhmongers in London.

Mufton is likewiſe within the verge of this pariſh : upon peruſal of the ancient

deeds and court-rolls, I found it to be written Moſton, as giving name, in the

reign of Edward the firſt, to a family of that appellation, which about the be

ginning of Richard the ſecond, was wholly crumbled away, and had ſurrendered

the poſſeſſion to Wood, in which family the inheritance hath ever ſince been per

ImanCIlt, -

Greenway-court, is the laſt place conſiderable in this pariſh; it was as high as the

condućt of any evidence can guide me to diſcover, parcel of the patrimony of At

Jeeze, and Sir Richard Atleeze, dying without iſſue, in the year 1394, gave it to

his brother Marcellus Atleeze, by whoſe daughter and co-heir, it came to be poſ

ſeſſed by Valentine Barret of Pery-court ; and he, about the beginning of Henry

the fourth, conveyed it to Fitz-Water, in which family it remained, until the

reign of Edward the fourth; and then it was alienated to St. Leger, with whoſe

inheritance it continued, until almoſt our age ; and then it was by ſale tranſplanted

into Sir Alexander Colepeper, who upon his deceaſe, gave it to Sir John Cole

peper of Loſenham.

HOPE, in the hundreds of Langport and St. Martin’s, hath nothing memorable

in it but Crawthorn, which for thoſe worthy perſons, who have ſucceſſively held it,

calls for ſome memorial; for firſt, the Cheyneys were (as appears by ancient evidences)

lords of the fee; and when they went out, the Henleys about the latter end of

Henry the eighth, were the next eminent poſſeſſors of it ; and in the deſcendants of

this family, did the propriety reſide, until the beginning of queen Elizabeth ; and

then it was alienated to Thomas lord Borough of Sternborough, who not long af

ter conveyed it to Tooke, of Bere in Weſtcliffe, from whom it came over to Mr.

Charles Took of Bere, and he hath lately, by viciſſitude of ſale, tranſplanted his

concern in it, to his nephew Mr. Edward Chowte, who being lately deceaſed with

out iſſue-male, hath ſettled it on his only brother Mr. George Chowte.

HIGHAM, in the hundred of Shamell, had anciently a nunnery, but the original

chartularies, and other records being loſt, the founder is unknown. King Henry

the third, by a charter of inſpection, as appears, Carta 1 1. parte ſecunda, memb.

ſeptima, reviews the liberties of this cloiſter, and confirms them, and adds this

franchiſe or immunity to the former, that this pariſh lying couched in their demean,

ſhould hold a fair on Michaelmas day, and two days after. This manor, upon the

3 C ſup
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ſuppreſſion, was by the bounty of king Henry the eighth enſtated for ever on St.

John's college, in Cambridge, and there at preſent it continues.

The places of moſt eminence, which were of ſecular intereſt, are Great and Little

Oakley, which both were formerly united, though ſince diffevered and plucked

aſunder by ſale. In the twentieth of Edward the third, I find them wrapt up in the

poſſeſſions of John de St. Clere, who held them by the fourth part of a knight’s

fee, of the honour of Montchenſey, that is of Swanſcamp-caſtle, from whoſe de

ſcendant, about the latter end of Edward the fourth, they were both paſſed away to

Neile of London, who about the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, conveyed Great

Okeley to John Sydley, Eſquire, anceſtor to Sir Charles Sydley baronet, the inſtant

inheritor of it. But Little Okeley by the ſame tranſmiſſion was transferred to

* Colemeley or Cholmeley, who about the latter end of queen Elizabeth, reſigned up

his intereſt by ſale to Thompſon, from whom the ordinary viciſſitude of purchaſe

not long ſince condućted the title down to Beſt.

Merſion was formerly an independant pariſh of itſelf, though ſince annexed to

Higham, and had a church dedicated to St. Giles, whoſe ruins, in deſpight of the

impreſſions of age, yet repreſent themſelves to the ſmalleſt glance of a curious eye.

It was, before it fell into this darkneſs and obſcurity, made ſomething illuſtrious by

being the inheritance of John de St. Clere; and when this family found its tomb,

the name of Smith ſtept in, and roſe upon its ruins. And when this was expired at

this place, which was about the beginning of Henry the eighth, Jordan put in his

claim to the poſſeſſion of it; but about the latter end of the aboveſaid prince, I

find this family extinguiſhed, becauſe the propriety of this manor was by one of the

abovementioned names conveyed to Anthony Tutſham, who not long after alienated

the premiſes to George Brooke lord Cobham ; from whom, by deſcendant right;

the intereſt of it is devolved to Sir John Brooke, reſtored to the barony of Cobhann

by the late king at Oxford, who now poſſeſſes this place as reverſioner in entail to

^ Sir William Brooke, who died without iſſue-male in the year 1643.

HORSMONDEN, in the hundreds of Brenchley, Horſmonden, and Larkfield,

was folded up in the patrimony of Rokeſley, a family of a large revenue, and as

wide a repute in this track, from whom it deſcended to Richard de Rokeſley, by

whoſe co-heir it was united to the patrimony of Thomas de Poynings, from whom

by the ſteps of divers deſcents it went down to Sir Edward Poynings, who deceaſing

without any lawful iſſue, in the twelfth of Henry the eighth, and there being not

any that could by a pretence of collateral alliance entitle themſelves to his eſtate, the

crown made it its own intereſt by eſcheat, and then the aboveſaid prince, in the

thirty-ſixth of his reign, granted it to Richard Darell ; and his ſon George Darell,

in the tenth of queen Elizabeth, conveyed it to Richard JPaine, who not long after

alienated it to Beſwick, anceſtor to Mrs. Mary Beſwick, who dying without iſſue,

hath ſettled it by teſtament for life on Mr. . . . . . . Haughton. -

Groveherſ with its relative appendages, Capell, Auguſtpits, Hoath, and Sneade,

were lately paſſed away by Mr.Whetenhall of great Peckham to Mr. Francis Auſtin,

whoſe anceſtor William Whetenhall, Eſquire, had them annexed to his demean by

marrying with Margaret, ſole heir of William Hextall, who about the beginning of

Henry the ſixth, had purchaſed the four laſt places of Capell, Cheſeman, Hoath, and

Sneade, families who had been entituled to the propriety of them many deſcents be

fore; but Groveherſt was united to the demean of Richard Hextall, father of

William abovementioned, by marrying about the latter end of Richard the ſecond,

with Anne, one of the three co-heirs of Richard Groveherſt, whoſe anceſtors had

been poſſeſſed of it many hundred years before. - -

Lewis Hoath was in times of elder track, the demean of John de Groveherſt, who

lies buried in Horſmonden church, and was a prieſt in orders, and dying ſo, be

queathed this manor by teſtament to the abby of Begham, upon whoſe ſuppreſſion,

by the importunate deſire of cardinal Wolſey, it being found incorporated with the

démean of the aboveſaid monaſtery, it became parcel of the revenue of the crown,

and remained there, until queen Elizabeth by royal conceſſion paſſed it away to

Anthony Brown viſcount Montague , but by a ſudden revolution, it was by ſale
- - - tranſmitted
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tranſmitted to Beſwick, whoſe heir general Mrs. Mary Beſwick, hath lately by will,

fettled it on Mr. . . . . . . Haughton.

Sprivers is likewiſe under the repute of a manor, and had in elder times, owners

of that firname; for I find that Robert Spriver died poſſeſſed of it, in the year

1447, and by his will, gives it to his ſon Robert Spriver, and certainly from this

feat, the Sprivers which are ſcattered into ſome places of Kent, though now under

the eclipſe of an obſcure charaćter, branched out originally. In times of a more

modern aſpect, the Vanes were the proprietors of it; and when this name began to

fade away, the Bathurſts were the next ſucceſſive poſſeſſors, in whom the title was

not many years ſettled, but that by the ſame tranſitory devolution, it was put over

to Malbert, from whom by as quick and as ſudden a mutation, it was incorporated

into the intereſt of Murgan.

Spelmonden celebrates the memory of a family which bore that firname; for in the

deeds and evidences which concern this ſeat, there is a frequent recital of John de

Spelmonden, who was poſſeſſor of this place. After this family had deſerted the

inheritance of it, the noble and eminent family of Poynings, was planted by pur

chaſe, in the poſſeſſion of it. Michael Poynings enjoyed it at his death, which was

in the forty-third year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 14. parte ſecunda, and

from him did the title glide along in the intereſt of this name, until it came down

to Sir Edward Poyning; and he, in the fourteenth year of Edward the fourth,

alienated his concern in it to John Sampſon, and he had iſſue Chriſtopher Sampſon,

who in the thirty-ſeventh year of Henry, the eighth, paſſed it away to Stephen

Darrell; and his ſon George Darrell, in the tenth year of queen Elizabeth, ſold

it to Richard Payne of Twyford in Middleſex; and he in the twenty-eighth year of

the aboveſaid princeſs, tranſlated his right in it by ſale into William Nutbrown ;

and he in the twenty-ninth year of the ſame queen's reign, conveyed it to George

Cure, Eſquire, of Surry ; from whom, immediately after, it went away by ſale to

Arthur Langworth ; and from him, by as quick a viciſſitude, to William Beſwick,

Eſquire, ſon to . . . . . Beſwick, lord mayor of London, in the year of our lord

-- - - - - -- - -and his grandchild Mrs. Mary Beſwick, dying not long ſince without

iſſue, ſhe, by teſtament, gave it in leaſe to Mr. . . . . . . Haughton, now of Chel

ſea in Middleſex, originally extracted from the ancient family of Haughton, of

Haughton Tower in the county of Lancaſter."

HORTON, in the hundred of Stowting, was a manor which belonged to that

priory, which was founded here by Robert de Vere, earl of Oxford, lord great

chamberlain of England, and dedicated to the honour of St. John Baptiſt, it being

a cell to the priory of Lewes, and ſtored with black monks of the Cluniac order.

Adelina daughter of Hugh de Montfort, was a principal benefactreſs to this houſe,

and ſo were the Honywoods of Henewood in Saltwood, not far diſtant. The firſt

remembered in the regiſter, is Edmund de Honywood, who flouriſhed in the reign

of Henry the third. Upon the general ſurrender of the eſtate of abbies, into the

hands of Henry the eighth, this by that prince, in the twenty-ninth year of his

reign, was granted to Thomas lord Cromwell, earl of Eſſex; but he being un

fortunately attainted in the thirty-firſt year of the aboveſaid prince; this manor

returned to the crown, and was reſident there, until king Charles paſſed it away by

grant, in the fourth year of his reign to the city of London, and they 1630, con

veyed it to George Rook, Eſquire, father to Mr. Lawrence Rook, who enjoys the

inſtant ſignory of it; but the abby houſe was by Henry the eighth, upon the fatal

execution of the abovementioned lord, granted to John Tate of the county of

Northampton, Eſquire; and he in the ſixth year of Edward the ſixth, ſold it to

Walter Mantle, Eſquire, who being unfortunately involved in the deſign of the

noble but unhappy Sir Thomas Wiatt, in the ſecond year of queen Mary, forfeited

this to the crown, where, after it had for ſome interval of time been lodged, it

was in the thirteenth year of queen Elizabeth, reſtored to the aboveſaid Walter

Mantle, and from him, did it come down to his ſucceſſor Mr. Walter Mantle, who

was the preſent poſſeſſor of it 1657. Sher

• Bidmonden in Horſmonden, was a cell but not it was ſettled on the priory of St. Andrew in Ro

conventual, belonging to the priory of Beaulieu in cheſter, and after by Henry the cighth, on the dean

Normandy; and being rent off, by Henry the fifth, and chapter of that city.
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Sherford, alias Eaſt. Horton, is another manor in this pariſh; it was a branch of

that demean, which fell under the juriſdićtion of Retling. Sir Richard de Retling

was found in the enjoyment of it at his death, which was in the twenty-third year

of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 12, and left it to Joan his ſole daughter and

heir, who brought it, by eſpouſing John Spicer, to be parcel of his inheritance;

and he died inveſted in the poſſeſſion of it, in the tenth year of Richard the ſecond,

and from him it devolved to his ſecond ſon John Spicer, who aſſigned it as dower

to his wife Joan, and ſhe was found to hold it in poſſeſſion at her death, which was

in the fifth year of Henry the fifth, Rot. Eſc. Num, 9, and in this family did it

reſide, until that age which bordered upon our fathers remembrance; and then it

paſſed away by Spicer to Morris, in which family the propriety is ſtill reſident.

HORTON, in the hundred of Acſtane, was held by An. Retellus Rubitonienſ,

or Roſe, in the twentieth year of William the Conqueror, as Doomſday Book in

ſtructs me. Alexander Roſſe, another of this family, and lord of this manor, was

one of the recognitores magne affiſe, an office of eminence, and no leſs concern. In

the firſt year of the reign of king John, William de Roſſe held a knight's fee in

Horton and Lullingſton, and left it to his ſole inheritrix, Lora de Roſe, who about

the latter end of Edward the firſt, brought it to be the poſſeſſion of her huſband

- - - - - - Kirbie, who by this marriage, being entituled to this place, removed out of

Lancaſhire, where was his ancient manſion at Kirbie-hall, and ſeated himſelf at

Horton, where he re-edified the caſtle, which as Darell relates, in this track de

Caſtellis Cantii, did acknowledge the Roſſes for its founders, and built the manor

houſe, upon which he engrafted his own name, from whence it hath ever ſince ac

quired the attribute of Horton Kirbie. But it was not long united to this name;

for about the beginning of Henry the fourth, this family was extinguiſhed in a

female inheritrix, who was married to Thomas Stoner of Stoner in Oxfordſhire,

father and mother of Sir Thomas Stoner, who was father to Sir William Stoner,

who by Anne, daughter and heir of John Nevill marquiſs Montacute, had iſſue

John Stoner, who died iſſueleſs, and had forfeited Horton caſtle to Henry the

feventh, by confederating with the lord Audley, in his inſurrection againſt that

prince ; and Anne a daughter, married to Sir Adrian Forteſcue, by whom he had the

manor of Kirkbie-court, and by her only a female inheritrix, called Margery For

teſcue, married to Thomas lord Wentworth, anceſtor to Thomas lord Wentworth

of Nettleſted, created earl of Cleveland, in the firſt year of king Charles; but

Kirkbie was paſſed away by Sir Adrian Forteſcue to Sir James Walſingham, in the

beginning of Henry the eighth, whoſe grandchild, Sir Thomas Walfingham, about

the latter end of queen Elizabeth, alienated it to alderman Hacket of London, in

whoſe poſterity the propriety of it reſides at this day , but Horton caſtle continued

in the crown, until king Henry the eighth granted it to Robert Kudſton, Eſquire;

by the heir general of which family it is at this inſtant become the inheritance of

Mr. . . . . . Michell of Richmond.

Franks is an eminent ſeat in this pariſh, which was the manſion of gentlemen of

that firname, who about the latter end of Henry the third, came out of Yorkſhire,

and planted themſelves at this place, and writ their firnames in very old deeds, and

other old evidences Frankiſh, and bore for their coat-armour, as appears by ſeals

a ſaltire engrailed . . . . . . After Franke, John Martin, about the beginning of .

Henry the ſixth, by purchaſe, became inveſted in the poſſeſſion, and he upon his

deceaſe, which was in the year 1436, bequeathed it to a younger ſon, who bore his

name, and was called John Martin, from whom, by paternal ſucceſſion, it came

down to his grandchild Edward Martin, who about the beginning of queen Eli.

zabeth, alienated it to Lancelot Bathurſt, alderman of London; who erected that

elegant and magnificent fabrick, which is now the poſſeſſion of my noble friend,

his grandchild, Sir Edward Bathurſt.

Reynolds is a third place of conſiderable importance; it was the ſeat of gentlemen

of that denomination, who were rooted by a preſcription of ſo many years in

the poſſeſſion of this place, that it is a controverſy, whether thoſe at Belſo in

Eſſex, or thoſe here, were of the moſt venerable antiquity ; one of them in one

of
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of his deeds, writes Rogerus Filius Reginaldi. It is not bounded with any date, and

from this orthography, which was cuſtomary in thoſe times, the name of Rey

nolds, or Fitz Reynolds, did by vulgar acceptation and uſe, firſt borrow its original.

But to advance in my diſcourſe. After this ſeat had for fundry deſcents been con

ſtant to this name and family, it was, about the latter end of Edward the fourth,

tranſmitted by ſale to Sir John Brown, lord mayor of London, in the year 1480,

from whom it came down, by paternal deſcent, to his ſon and heir, William Brown,

Eſquire, who aſſigned it for ſubſiſtance to his ſecond ſon, John Brown, Eſquire,

who was ſheriff of Kent, the tenth year of queen Elizabeth, and held his ſhrievalty

at this place; and in this name did the title dwell, until not many years ſince

it was diſlodged, and by ſale tranſplanted into Sir John Jacob, from whom the like

fatality hath lately tranſported it, and caſt it into the inheritance of Sir Harbotle

Grimſton of Eſſex, baronet.

HORTON upon Stoure, near Canterbury, lies in the hundred of Bridge and

Petham, and was involved in that ſpacious inheritance, which acknowledged the

figniory of the lord Badeleſmere. Bartholomew lord Badeleſmere, ſteward of the

houſhold to Edward the ſecond, in the ſecond year of that prince, gave it in frank

marriage with his daughter Joan Badeleſmere to John de Northwood ; and that this

was cuſtomary in that age, wherein the times were dry for any pecuniary ſupply, is

moſt certain; for John de Northwood, this man's. great grandchild, in the eighth

year of Richard the ſecond, gave it in frank-marriage with his daughter to Chriſtopher

Shuckborough, of the county of Warwick, Eſquire, and he in the ninth year of

Henry the fourth, alienated it to Gregory Ballard, Eſquire, whoſe poſterity for many

years did ſucceſſively poſſeſs it, until Nicholas Ballard, in the fourth year of Philip

and Mary, paſſed it away by ſale to Róbert Trollop, Eſquire, and he in the ſecond

year of queen Elizabeth, by bargain and ſale, demiſed his intereſt in it, to Sir

Edward Warner, then lieutenant of the Tower; and he in the fixteenth year of the

government of that princeſs, conveyed it to Sir Roger Manwood, lord chief baron of

the exchequer, whoſe ſon Sir Peter Manwood, almoſt in our fathers memory,

diſpoſed of his right in it by ſale to Mr. Chriſtopher Tolderbye, who left it to his

ſon Mr. Chriſtopher Tolderbye, and he deceaſing without iſſue, Jane, his only ſiſter

and heir, by matching with Sir Robert Darell of Cale-hill (a man eminent both by

his integrity and hoſpitality, according to the accuſtomed genius, which always

waited on this family) brought it to be poſſeſſed by that name; upon whoſe deceaſe

, it devolved to his ſecond ſon Mr. Edward Darell, who is the preſent lord of the

fee. - -

There was an eager conteſt between John Beckford, vicar of Chatham, and

Chriſtopher Shuckburgh, Eſquire, lord of Horton, touching the celebration of

divine offices in the chapel at Horton ; as likewiſe the adminiſtration of the

ſacraments; and it was improved to that animoſity, that there was a mutual ap

peal made to William Courtney, then arch-biſhop of Canterbury, who directed a

commiſſion, to John Barnett, his official, in the year 1380, to hear and determine

the controverſy, and upon a ſerious fifting and winnowing this whole affair, the

debate was wound up upon this concluſion, that there ſhould be a ſolemnization

of all divine offices in the abovementioned chapel exceptis tentum defunčforum

fpulturis & exſequiis, only the dead were to receive their interment in the church

of Chatham. -

HOTHFIELD, in the hundreds of Chart, Longbridge, and Cole-hill, was ºript

up in the demeaſhe of the lord Badeleſmer, who held it in grand ſerjeanty of the

archbiſhop of Canterbury; that is, he was to ſerve up water to the arch-biſhop at his

inſtallment or inthronization to waſh his hands, and had Pelvim & Lotorium ; ſuch

are the words of the record: he was rewarded with the veſſel, which contained

the water, and likewiſe the towel which dried his hands, and he was likewiſe

to be his chamberlain the night of his inſtallment, and was recompenſed with the

arch-biſhop's bed, as his guerdon. Bartholomew de Badeleſmere, ſon of Guncelin,

died poſſeſſed of it, in the fifth year of Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſt. Num. 5. And
left it to his unfortunate heir, Bartholomew lord Bädeleſmere, who by his mutinous

3 D aſſociation
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aſſociation with the rebellious nobility, having in the ſixteenth year of Edward

the ſecond, forfeited this to the crown, it lay entwined with the royal revenue,

until Edward the third, in the ſecond year of his reign, reſtored it to his ſon

Bartholomew de Badeleſmere, who in the twelfth year of that prince’s government

dying without iſſue, his four fiſters became his co-heirs, whence Margaret, mar

ried to the lord William Roſſe of Hamlake, caſt this manor into the inheritance of

that family, and he in her right died ſeized of it, in the ſeventeenth year of Ed

ward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 60. And from him, did the title by a lineal tranſ.

miſſion, paſs down to Thomas lord Roſs, who vigorouſly endeavouring to ſup

port the ſinking title of the houſe of Lancaſter, was by John Nevill marquiſs

Mountacute, diſcomfitted in the north, and taken priſoner, and after beheaded at

Newcaſtle, upon whoſe diſaſtrous tragedy, this manor was laid hold on by the

crown, as an eſcheat: and king Edward the fourth, in the fourth year of his go

vernment, granted it to Sir John Fogge of Repton, for life only, who was trea.

ſurer of his houſhold, and one of his privy council; and whom king Richard

the third, invited afterwards out of the abby of Weſtminſter, where he had taken

ſanctuary for fear of ſome miſchief intended him by that uſurper; and in the pre

ſence of a numerous aſſembly, gave him his hand, and bad him be confident,

that he was thenceforth ſure unto him in affection. This I mention, the rather,

becauſe divers of our chronicles have erroneouſly mentioned, that he was an

attorney, whom this prince pardoned for forgery. But to proceed : After the

deceaſe of Sir John Fogge, who died in the ſeventeenth year of Henry the ſeventh,

it returned to the crown, and lay there until Henry the eighth granted it to John

Tufton, Eſquire, anceſtor to the right honourable John earl of Thanet, who now,

by paternal right, claims the poſſeſſion of it.

Swinfort is a manor in Hothfield, which afforded a firname to a family ſo called;

but whether Sir Otho Swinfort, huſband to Katharine Swinfort, who was afterwards

concubune to John of Gaunt, was extraćted from this family or not, is uncertain;

becauſe I cannot diſcover they were ever of any eminence. In Henry the fifth's

reign, I find it in the poſſeſſion of Bridges, deſcended from John at Bregg, one of

thoſe eminent perſons, that are depićted kneeling in coat armour, in a window in

Great Chart church. Ard there is a place in that pariſh, which ſtill bears the name

of this family, and is called Bridge, being divorced by no great diſtance from this

manor; and in this family did the propriety of this continue, until the latter end

of king James, and then it paſſed away by ſale from Bridges, to Sir Nicholas Tufton,

father to the right honourable John earl of Thanet, the inſtant owner of it.

Faulſey, now vulgarly called Fauſley and Fouſſey, was the patrimony of a family,

which borrowed not only its ſource and extraction, but its denomination like

wiſe from hence Sir John Fauleſley was an eminent perſon, in the reign of

Richard the ſecond, being frequently in his time, as appears by the late printed

abridgement of the records in the tower, ſummoned to fit in parliament as baron :

but although this family was made eminent by this worthy perſon, who was an

elder branch of this ſtem, yet in ſucceeding generations, it began to crumble

away in obſcurity and decay ; and was at laſt ground to ſo narrow a proportion

of eſtate, that about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, this manor, which

had ſo long been eſpouſed to the intereſt of this name and family, was carried

off by ſale to Drury ; in which family it was reſident, until the latter end of

that princeſs, and then it was alineated to Paris ; who immediately after con

veyed it to Bull ; and he tranſplanted his right by ſale again into the ſame

family; from whom, a like viciſſitude brought it to be the inheritance of Sir

Nicholas Tufton, father to the right honourable John earl of Thanet, now poſ.

ſeſſor of it.

At Hollyfield, in a field not far removed from Ripley, a manor belonging to .

Alexander Iden, Eſquire, was Jack Cade, that counterfeit Mortimer (who was muffled

up in that name, by the houſe of York, only to fathom the depth of the people's

affection to their title, which was to take its riſe from that perſon) cncountered,

and in a ſingle combat, offered up to the juſtice of Henry the ſixth, by the above

ſaid
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ſaid Alexander Iden, who was not only by that prince, recompenſed with a con

ſiderable reward, for ſo important a piece of ſervice, but likewiſe inveſted with

the honour of knighthood; the age whercin he lived, admired him ; nor ſhall

there be any hiſtory for the future, which ſhall not record him. From the heir

general of this family, is George Browne, Eſquire, lately of Spelmonden, in Kent,

and now of Buckland, in Surry, by his grand-mother originally deſcended.

HOUGHAM, in the hundred of Bew-borough and Folkſlone, gave ſeat and fir

name to a family of as reverend an eſtimate for antiquity, as any in this track.

Robert de Hougham died ſeized of it, in the forty-firſt year of Henry the third,

and left it to his ſon * Robert de Hougham, who was caſtellan of Rocheſter caſtle,

in the reign of Edward the firſt, and died ſeized in the poſſeſſion of this, and the

cuſtody of that, in the ſecond year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 14. But in

the next deſcent, this family was entombed in two daughters and co-heirs, one was

married to John de Shelving, and the other to Warclius de l'alogns, who in her right

entered upon the inheritance, and in the fourteenth year of Edward the third, ob

tained a charter of free-warren to his manor of Hougham, but enjoyed neither

his new acquired privilege or inheritance long; for before the latter end of Edward

the third, he died, and left a large inheritance to be ſhared by his two daughters

and co-heirs, one whereof was wedded to Sir Thomas Fogge of Toniford, and the

other to Thomas de Aldon, to whoſe revenue, upon the partition, this was an

nexed, and he was found in the enjoyment of it at his death, which was in the

thirty-fifth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 10. Parte prima. But here the

poſſeſſion likewiſe, before the end of Henry the fourth, was as volatile, and full of

viciſſitude; for by the female inheritrix of this family, it came to be the demeaſhe

of Heron; who, after he had ſome years owned the propriety of it, alienated the

fee-ſimple to Phineux, in which name and ſtem, when it had for many deſcents, in

a conſtant procedure, flouriſhed, and had been produćtive of perſons of the

higheſt office and truſt, as they could be inveſted with, in relation to the ſervice of

this country, it was not many years ſince paſſed away from this family, and ſold to

maſter Neview of Dover.

Little Hougham is a ſecond manor in this pariſh. It was, in ages of a very

high aſcent, the revenue of the ancient family of Baſing. William de Baſing

held it at his death, which was in the ninth year of Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc.

Num. 21. From whom it deſcended to his grandchild John Bafing, who died in the

tenure of it, in the ſeventh year of Richard the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 6. After

whoſe deceaſe, it continued in the name, until the beginning of Henry the ſixth,

and then it was alienated to Clive, vulgarly called Cliffe, a family of eminent

account, in the counties of Salop and Eſſex; and in the poſſeſſion of this family it

dwelt, until the latter end of that prince, and then by purchaſe, it was made the

patrimony of Hextall, a family who extracted their original out of Staffordſhire ;

and here it reſided, until the latter end of Edward the fourth, and then it was

tranſmitted by a daughter and heir to Whetenhall ; who ſold it to John Bois,

Eſquire, anceſtor to Joſeph Bois of Fredville, Eſquire, who is entituled to the

preſent ſigniory of it.

Maxton is a third place, which muſt not be waved in this diſcourſe. It was in

elder times divided between two families, called Madekin and Walſham. Stephen

de Madekin, was not only lord of Madekin, in Denton, and the moiety of this

place, in the year one thouſand ſeventy and ſeven, but likewiſe land at Canter

bury, as appears by Mr. Somner, in his ſurvey of that city, page 415. And

William de Walſham, who in the thirty-ſeventh year, was poſſeſſed of the other

moiety of this place, gave, about that year, by charter, ſome land to the incumberſt

or parſon of St. Nicholas, of Harbledown. After theſe two families had deſerted

the inheritance, I find the Archers, about the beginning of Edward the third, to

be entituled by purchaſe to it, and William le Archer (ſo he is written in the Book

of Aid) paid an auxiliary ſupply for this manor, in the twenticth year ofº
- - t|lC

* This Robert de Hougham, was with Edward the firſt, at the ſiege of Acon, in Ta'eſtine.
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the third, at making the Black Prince knight; but his ſon William Archer, in the

twenty-firſt year of Richard the ſecond, paſſes away his right by ſale, to John Alk

ham, of Alkham, a family that had taken deep root in antiquity downwards, and had

a ſpreading revenue upwards in this track ; but, before the end of Henry the

ſeventh, were conſumed and crumbled away; and then the next family which ſuc

ceeded in the poſſeſſion, was Herman, who was likewiſe owner of Mary-place, in

Crayford, and in this name did the intereſt of it fix, until the latter end of queen

Elizabeth, and then it was alienated to Andrews, who ſome few years after demiſed

the fee ſimple to Pepper, and he, almoſt in the verge of our remembrance, ſold it to

Sir Thomas Wilford of Iden, and he in our memory alienated it to Richards of

Dover.

Although the greateſt part of this manor was of ſecular concern, yet I find

that the prior of St. Martin's, in Dover, had ſome intereſt in it, as appears by an

inquiſition taken after the death of John Atte-hall, where it is proved, in the fix

teenth year of Richard the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 129. Parte ſecunda, that he held

lands at his death, at Maxton, of that Covent. -

Siberſion is the laſt place of account in Hougham. It gave name in elder times to

a family ſo ſtiled; for in an old deed, without date, in the hands of Mr. Whitting

ham-Wood of Canterbury, deceaſed, I find Richard de Siberſton demiſes it to John

Monins, and in another deed I diſcover that John Monins, ſon of John Monins,

paſſes the third part of his manor of Siberſton, to John Monins the elder, in the

thirty-ninth year of Edward the third. And this I think is authority ſufficient

to evidence to the public, that it was a parcel of that eſtate, that owned the intereſt

and ſigniory of that eminent family, in which it lay couched until the latter end of

Henry the eighth, and then it was by ſale tranſplanted into Pepper, whoſe ſucceſſor

in our fathers remembrance, conveyed it to Moulton of Retherhed, vulgarly called

Redriff, in Surrey, in whoſe deſcendants the inheritance of it does ſtill continue.

HUNTON, in the hundred of Twiford, celebrates the memory of an ancient

family, called Lenham, who were once proprietors of it. Ncholas de Lenham obtained

a charter of free-warren, to his manor of Hunton, in the forty-firſt year of Henry

the third ; but about the beginning of Edward the third, the intereſt of it was de

parted from this family, for William de Lenham determined in Eleanor de Lenham,

his ſole inheritrix, and ſhe, by matching with John Gifford, wrapt up this and Ben

ſted, another little manor in this pariſh, which likewiſe was parcel of Lenham's

eſtate, in the demeafne of that family; and he and his wife paid relief for Hunton

and Benſted, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, at making the Black

Prince, knight. But after this, it was not long permanent in this family ; for

about the beginning of Richard the ſecond, it was paſſed away with Benſted, to

John lord Clinton, who in the twenty-eighth year of Edward the third, was found

heir to his cozen William Clinton, earl of Huntington ; for that land which he held

jure proprio & nativo, not jure uxoris juliano de Leylourne in this county. And the

effigies of this John, and of his grand-child . . . . . . lord Clinton (who paid relief,

in the fourth year of Henry the fourth, for his manor of Hunton, at the marriage

of Blanch, that prince's daughter) have eſcaped the furious barbarity of theſe

times, and ſtand yet undemoliſhed in the church-windows : and from this laſt did

it deſcend to John lord Clinton, his ſucceſſor, who about the beginning of Henry

the ſeventh alienated the fee-ſimple to Sir Henry Wiatt, one of the privy council

to the ſaid monarch, and his ſon Sir Thomas Wiatt, the elder, died ſeized of it, in

the thirty-fourth year of Henry the eighth, and tranſmitted it with Benſted, which

his grandfather likewiſe bought of the lord Clinton, to his unfortunate ſon Sir

Thomas Wiatt, who adhering too ſtrictly to an unhappy clauſe in the teſtament

of Henry the eighth, which obliges his council not to ſuffer his daughters to

eſpouſe any foreigner, involved him in that diſaſtrous deſign, which could not

be expiated, but by the forfeiture of his life and eſtate, in which this manor’of

Hunton being concerned, it was in the ſecond year of queen Mary granted to her

attorney general, Sir John Baker of Siſinghurſt, from whom the title in the ſtream

of ſucceſſion, lately glided down to his heir general Sir John Baker, baronet, ſon

and heir to Sir John Baker, baronet, deceaſed,

Burſion
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Burſton is another manor in Hunton, which is eminent for being the ſeat of

John de Burſton, which the dateleſs deeds that relate to this family, #. the pro

bable conjećture of the hand-writing, which is calculated for the reign of Henry

the third, record to have lived in that prince's time, and there was land likewiſe

about Wye and Crundall, that acknowledged the jurisdićtion of this family; for

in the forty-fifth year of Henry the third, Waretius de Valoigns, knight, makes a

releaſe of his title to ſome lands in thoſe pariſhes, to John de Burſton, and in this

family did this ſeat remain for many deſcents, and was produćtive of men of no

deſpicable account in this track: amongſt whom William Burſton was returned,

in the twenty-ninth year of Henry the ſixth, by Gervas Clifton, then ſheriff, inter

illos qui portabant arma antiqua. In the reign of Henry the eighth, alderman Head,

of London, was reſident here, and added much, both of building and magnifi

cence to this fabrick; but certainly 1t was only as leſſee, for I cannot find that he

was ever proprietor of it for about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, it was ſold

by Burſton, to Sir Thomas Vane, who upon his deceaſe, gave it to his ſecond ſon

-- * - - - e. Vane, from whom it deſcended to his heir Sir George Vane, whoſe widow

dowager, the lady. . . . . . Vane, is now in poſſeſſion of it.

Hunton had the grant of a market procured to it by Nicholas de Lenham, on the

Tueſday, and a yearly fair to continue five days, the vigil, the day of the aſſumption

of our lady, and three days after, Pat. 41. Henrici tertii Memb. 7.

HUCKING, in the hundred of Eyhorne, is involved in the manor of Holling

bourne, and was inſtated on the prior and convent of Chriſt-church, when that, by

a munificent donation, augmented the revenue of that priory.

Yet there is an ancient ſeat in this pariſh, called Rumpſted, which never was

couched in the ſpiritual patrimony for it had anciently owners of that appellation.

Sir William de Rumpſted held this, and a caſtellated manſion in Sevenoke, of that

denomination, in the reign of Edward the firſt, and he had iſſue Sir John Rump

ſted, poſſeſſed of this place, and Rumpſted in Sevenoke; and, as the tradition

aſſerts, educated Sir William Sevenoke, lord mayor of London, in the year of

grace 1418. In ages of a nearer deſcent to us, that is, in the third year of Henry

the fixth, I find Richard Peverell to have enjoyed it. And in times ſubſequent to

theſe, the Peckhams; but their poſſeſſion was very frail, for in the reign of queen

Elizabeth, I find it to be in Figge, a name of no deſpicable charaćter in this pariſh;

but it was very tranſitory here likewiſe; for about the beginning of king James,

the title was interwoven with the intereſt of Thompſon, who in our fathers re

membrance, conveyed it by ſale to Mr. . . . . . . Taylor, fruiterer to the above

ſaid prince; and his deſcendant, not many years ſince, alienated it to Mr. Stringer

of Goudherſt. - - -

I.

CKHAM, in the hundred of Downehamford, was given by* Offa to Chriſt

church, and to the monks of that convent, in the year 781, under the notion of

fifteen plough-lands, and was for a ſupplement of diet. This donation, in the year

958, was confirmed by Athelward; Odo, the archbiſhop of Canterbury, being then

preſent, and atteſting the ratification. In the time of Edward the confeſſor, when

the firſt deſign of Doomſday Book was ſtarted; it was rated at four Sullings or

plough-lands; nor did it fall in that account, when that general regiſter was per
fečted, which was in the twentieth year of the Conqueror, defending itſelf at the

ſame eſtimate, and upon the appraiſement, was valued at thirty pound. And here

it was faſtened, until king Henry the eighth, finding the revenue of the church was

diffuſed into too wide a latitude and circumference, contracted it by a general

3 E diſſolution
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diſſolution into a narrower orb, and having rent off this manor from the eccle

ſiaſtical demeaſhe, like an excreſcence ſprouting from a luxuriant ſtem, he ingrafted

it again, by his letters patent, on the dean and chapter of Chriſt-church, and they

ſettled it by leaſe on Edward Iſaack, a noble confeſſor for the proteſtant religion,

in the reign of queen Mary, when ſo many were ſent to heaven, like ſo many

Elias's, flammeis vetii quadrigis, in chariots of fire, who rather choſe to deſert his

country, then abandon his religion, and to loſe his eſtate, rather than to debauch or

relinquiſh his conſcience, as his epitaph on an old tablet affixed to a pillar, con

tiguous to his grave-ſtone, in the nave of Chriſt-church, at Canterbury, does in

ſtrućt us. Upon his receſs, this was ſeized upon by the crown, and queen Mary,

by grant, united it to the revenue of George lord Cobham, whoſe unfortunate grand

child, Henry Brooke, being attainted, in the reign of king James, that monarch

reſtored his eſtate, forfeited here, to Robert Cecill, earl of Saliſbury, his brother

in-law, whoſe ſon William, now earl of Saliſbury, holds the inſtant poſſeſſion of it,

but hath lately alienated ſome part of it to Mr. Roger Lukin of London.

Apulton is a ſecond manor in Ickham, written in old deeds Apylton, as being the

inheritance of a family of that name; for in an old deed of Reginald de Cornehill,

that was owner of Lukedale, in Littlebourne, not far diſtant, one William de

Apylton, of Ikeham, is a witneſs; but whether this family was united, by any re.

lation, to the noble family of the Apyltons of Eſſex and Suffolk, I am uncertain.

Afterwards, the Denis's were poſſeſſed of it, and one John Denis, of Apulton, in

Ickham, who was ſheriff of London, in the year of grace 1360, founded here a

chantry, in the reign of Edward the third, as appears by an old manuſcript, in the

hands of Mr. Thomas Denne, lately deceaſed, and was called Denis Chauntry, and

the lands which relate to it, are at this day ſtiled, Denis lands. After this family

was worn out, I find one Adam Oldmeade, by the private deeds, to be, in the reign

of Henry the fifth and Henry the ſixth, owner of it; from whom, before the latter

end of that prince, it came over by ſale to Bemboe, and from him to Hunt, in

which family it made no long ſtay. For about the latter of Henry the ſeventh, I

find it alineated to Dormer, a branch of the Dormers, of Buckinghamſhire, and

from this name, not many years after, it went away to Gaſon, a name very ancient in

this pariſh, and here likewiſe was the poſſeſſion of as brief a date; for Dormer, by

ſale, paſſed it away to Hodekin (whoſe anceſtors were formerly poſſeſſed of Uffing

ton, in Gonſton, and tranſmitted it by ſale to Aſhenden) and here likewiſe was the

title very variable ; for within the circle of fourſcore years, it acknowledged, not

only this family, but Rutland, Winter, and Dee, to have been its ſucceſſive pro

prietors; from the laſt of which, not many years ſince, it was by ſale carried off to

Froſtall, in which name it is ſtill reſident.

The manor of Baa, in this pariſh, had anciently poſſeſſors of that firname, as

appears by an old fragment of glaſs in the church windows, whereon is ſuperſcribed

this incoherent inſcription. Hic . . . . . . Ba . . . . . and at the pedeſtal of another

antiquated portaiture, Thºmas de Baa. After the Baas, the Wendertons, of Wen

derton, in Wingham, were poſſeſſed of it for ſeveral generations, unt 1 William

Wender:on, about the beginning of Henry the eighth, paſſed it away by ſale, to

Hugh Warham, Eſquire, brother to the archbiſhop, and he gave it in dower with

Anne his daughter, married to Sir Anthony t. Leg, r, lord preſident of Ireland,

whoſe deſcendant, Sir Warham St. Leger, paſſed it away to Mr. . . . . . Denne, of

Denne Hill, in Kingſton, whoſe heir Mr. Thomas Denne, late recorder of Canter

bury, almoſt in our memory, alienated it to Curling.

Before I leave Ickham, I muſt inform the read, r, that Peter de Ickham was born

in this pariſh ; a man whom both Ball, in his Centuries, and Pitſeus in his track, de

Scriptoribus eccleſiaſticus, do highly magnify for a man of eminent literature: whither

I refer my reader.

IVIE CHURCH, in the hundred of St. Martin's and Aloeſbridge, contains ſun

dry places within its confines, not to be entombed in filence. The firſt is Capell's-

Court, the ſeat of a family of that ſirname, and were written frequently At cº,
- 3Il



K E W T Surveyed and illuſtrated. - 199

and in Latin, de Capella, and were a family, certainly, of ſignal account in Kent, as

appears by their land, which lay ſcattered in Linton and Boxley, where John de

Capell held land, called Tattellmell, in that pariſh, in the thirty ſeventh year of

Henry the third, as appears by a charter of inſpection, of that prince, wherein he

confirms land to the abby of Boxley, which bordered on the land of John de Capell

at Tattellmell. Richard de Capell, this man's ſucceſſor, died poſſeſſed of Cºpeii

Court, in Werehorn, and this here, in the fifteenth year of Richard the ſecond. But

after this man's deceaſe, it did not long remain annexed to the name; for this family

expiring in a female heir, ſhe, by marrying with Harlackenden, of the borough of

Harleckenden, in Woodchurch, united it to the patrimony of this family; and

here it reſted until the beginning of king James, and then Deborah, ſole daughter

and heir of Walter Harlackenden, a branch of the aboveſaid ſtem, by eſpouſing Sir

Edward Hales, late of Tunſtall, deceaſed, entwined it with his demeafne; upon whoſe

death, it devolved to his grandchild Sir Edward Hales, now of Tunſtall, baronet.

Cheyne Court is a ſecond place of account in this pariſh, but whether it had this

name impoſed by contračtion, from being in elder times an ingredient in the patri

mony of Cheney, is uncertain; though I find thatAlexanderdeCheney (who flouriſhed

in the reign of Henry the third and Edward the firſt, and in the ninth of the ſaid

prince's reign, was one of that catalogue, as appears by Kirkby's Inqueſt, kept in the

exchequer, who was imbarked in that war, which was commenced by that ſucceſsful

monarch againſt the Welſh) died poſſeſſed of ſome lands in this pariſh, in the twenty

fourth year of his government. Indeed, the track of public evidences, which we

are obliged to follow, guide us only to this diſcovery, that it was in ages of a very

high aſcent, a limb of that revenue, which ſupported the croſier of the archbiſhop of

Canterbury, and remained couched in their patrimony, until the twenty-ninth of Henry

the eighth, and then it was by Thomas Cranmer, archbiſhop, exchanged with the

crown, and was not long after, by the aboveſaid prince, paſſed away by grant to Sir

Thomas Cheney, whoſe profuſe ſon, Henry lord Cheney, conveyed it to Carel,

Bird, and Alderſey, and they alienated the manor to Roberts of Glaſtenbury, in

Cranebroke, whoſe deſcendant (for ought I know) does yet enjoy it; but the demeaſhe

was paſſed away to Knatchbull, extracted originally from Linne, where I find

the name by deeds very ancient, and owners of a plentiful patrºnomy by right, of

which purchaſe it is devolved by deſcent, to be the poſſeſſion of that learned gentle

man Sir Norton Knatchbull, knight and baronet.

More Court is a third place in Ivie-church, which muſt not find its interment in

ſilence, becauſe it was the ancient ſeat of the Moores, now barons of Mellifont in

Ireland, before they were tranſplanted into More-place in Benenden, by marrying

with the heir general of Sir William Brenchley, lord chief juſtice of the King's-Bench,

under i+enry the fixth ; and this is evident, by a fine levied between John the ſon

of Thomas de lien, and Joſeph de More of Ivie-church (ſo he is named in the re

cord) by which, the ſaid Joſeph paſſes away land to John de More of Rolvenden, in

the year of grace 1280. And in this family for many generations was it conſtant

and permanent, until the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, and then the common

viciſſitude or purchaſe (which like a moth or canker, frets into ancient titles)

brought it to be the poſſeſſion of Taylor, and here it was ſettled until, in the ſecond

year of Edward the ſixth, (as by an exemplification, now in the hands of Thomas

Taylor, Eſquire, is evident) it was divided between William and John Taylor, gen

tlemen; and they immediately after, by a joint and mutual concurrence, alienated

—their intereſt here to Peter Godfrey, gentleman, great grand-father to ir Thomas

Godfrey, now of Hepington, in Nether Hardres, who is the initant proprietor of it.

IWADE, in the hundred of Milton, is a ſmall pariſh, ſituated no great diſtance

from the Swale, which expoſes itſelf to the injurious impreſſion of many fogs and

other ſullen vapors, which exhale from the adjacent marſhes; ſo that, the air becoming

by theſe miſts, contagious and unhealthful, we muſt expect, that it cannot be very

populous, nor contain many places in it, confiderable in their account The only

place of note being Colſhil-hall, a place in its name, proportionate to its poſition,

though formerly it had owners of its own appellation: for in a deed of William i
Codſhil,
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Codſhil, who held land at Middleton Bobbing, and elſewhere, and which bears date,

from about the fiftieth of Henry the third, I find one Joſeph de Colſted a witneſs,

But in times of no great diſtance, from that prince's reign, I find the Alefs or Alephs

poſſeſſed of it; and to this family does the ancient ſhell or fabrick of the houſe,

owe the principal part of its ſtructure; eſpeciallly that, which by its antiquity

obliges the eye to ſo much regard and veneration, as is evident by the hall, which

in diverſe places is diaper'd with an A. then a leas, a rebus, which treaſures up the

relique of the name, remaining unwritten, and appears to be exceeding ancient,

by the character calculated for the reign of Edward the third. From whoſe time,

until the beginning of the reign of queen Elizabeth, it continued united to this name

of Aleph; and then Thomas Aleph, the laſt of this name, being extinguiſhed in

a daughter and heir, called Margaret, married to John Monins, Eſquire, this by

that alliance, became the inheritance of that name, but made no long abode in their

revenue: for in our grandfathers memory, it went away by ſale, from Monins to

Lewin; and Lewin, not many years ſince, concluding in a female inheritrix, ſhe

by being affianced to Rogers, branched out from Rogers of Brianſon, in the Weſt,

linked it to the inheritance of that family, where it had as brief a reſidence; for

Rogers, not long ſince, dying without iſſue-male, Elizabeth his only heir, by her
eſpouſal with Charles Cavendiſh, lord Mansfield, hath now interwoven it with the

propriety and income, relating to that eminent and illuſtrious family.

K.

EMSING, in the hundred of Codſheath, is a pariſh, which, in reſpećt of its

circuit and dimenſion, is but deſpicable; but, in relation to thoſe perſons who

in elder times were poſſeſſors of it, it is not inferior in its value to ſcarce any pariſh

in this hundred. The firſt that I find to be its proprietor, was Falcatius de Brent,

and he is mentioned in the Red book, kept in the exchequer, to have held it in the

reign of Henry the ſecond, and was caſtellan likewiſe of Kemſing-caſtle, a place

then of important concern, though now its ſkeleton itſelf be ſhrunk into ſuch

a deſolate and neglected maſs of rubbiſh, that now it would be as difficult to

trace it out or find it, as it was formerly to conquer it. And this man's ſon, was

that Falcatius de Brent, ſo famous in our chronicles, for thoſe wild diſorders and ſal

lies, ariſing from thoſe boilings and evaporations, which were caſt out by the calen

tures of youth, rather then from any vicious habit, contraćted from ſeveral ačts of

exceſs, and rivetted into his ſoul. Yet, it ſeems, theſe excurſions of his, did ſo diſ

guſt king Henry the third, that he made the forfeiture of his eſtate here pay the .

price of his vanities. Indeed, that name, his misfortunes, rather then his treaſons,

feem to challenge. And then that prince, in the ſixth year of his reign, granted

it, with the manor of Sawters, in Sutton at Hone, to Baldwin de Betun, earl Al

bemarle, in right of his wife Hawis, daughter and heir of William le Groſſe, earl

of Albemarle, and lord of Holderneſſe. And this Baldwin had, by her, two

daughters and co-heirs; Hawis the eldeſt of them, was married to William le

Marſhall, earl of Pembroke, to whom her father gave with her in marriage, Kem

ſing Sawters, and much other land in this county: but this man’s ſucceſſor, Anſelm

le Marſhal, earl of Pembroke, dying without iſſue, Robert Bigod, earl of Norfolk,

by Maud his mother, the heir general of the family, as being ſiſter to Gilbert Mar

ſhall, earl of Pembroke, entered upon the eſtate of that family, here at Kemſing;

and he paſſed it away to Otho, lord Grandiſon, with the advowſon of the church of

Kemſing, in the eleventh year of Edward the firſt. And after this family was worn

out, I find the Says to ſtep into the inheritance, and Godfrey de Say held it at his

death, which was in the forty-third year of Edward the third. Rot. Eſc. Num. 24.

Parte ſecunda. From whom, the propriety flowed down to his ſucceſſor Godfrey

lord Say, and he concluded in two daughters and co-heirs, whereof Elizabeth,

.O.D.C
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one of them was affianced to Sir William Fiennes, who in her right was inveſted in

Kemſing, and from him was the title, by deſcent, tranſported over to William lord

Fiennes, ſon of James lord Fiennes, and he, in the ſecond year of Edward the fourth,

paſſed it away to Sir Geffrey Bolein, great grand-father to George viſcount Roch

ford, who was beheaded and left no iſſue, in the reign of Henry the eighth, ſo

that this, upon his father, Sir Thomas Boleyn, earl of Wilts, departure without any

other iſſue-male, in the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth, devolved to that

prince, who ſeized upon it in right of his wife, the unfortunate Anne Bullen, who

was eldeſt ſiſter to the unhappy viſcount. And here, in the revenue of the crown,

did it lie couched, until queen Elizabeth, in the firſt year of her reign, paſſed it

away by grant, to her kinſman Henry Cary, lord Hunſdon, ſon of William Cary,

Eſquire of the body to Henry the eighth, and of Mary his wife, ſiſter to queen Anne,

mother to the aboveſaid princeſs, and his grand-child, Henry earl of Dover,

alienated his right in it, to Richard earl of Dorſet, and he, not many years ſince,

paſſed it away to Mr. Henry Smith, vulgarly called Dog-Smith, who upon his

deceaſe, ſettled the fee-fimple for ever, on the hoſpital of St. Thomas, in South

wark, and eleven pariſhes beſides, ſituated in the county of Surry.

There was an old knightly family, which took their firname from this pariſh,

and was ſtiled Kemſing, and their coat was, argent, a feſs and chevron, inter

laced ſable, now quartered by Mr. William Hart, of Lullingſton, Eſquire, in right

of Peche, who married the heir general. .

KENARDINGTON, in the hundred of Blackborn, is by contraćtion called

Kenarton ; and although it cannot much boaſt of the healthful ſituation thereof,

yet it hath had lords and owners of a very great eſtimate. William de Normannia

held it in the reign of king John, and part of the reign of Henry the third, as ap

pears by the pipe rolls, which relate to thoſe times, and concern this county. After

him, his ſon Thomas de Normannia, or Normanvill, * for ſo he is written in the

ancient rolls, ſucceeded in the poſſeſſion of it, but died in the eleventh year of

Edward the firſt, without iſſue-male; ſo that by his only daughter and heir, it de

volved to be the poſſeſſion of Sir William de Baſing, with the manor of Cockridge,

likewiſe, which was folded up in her inheritance, and was one of thoſe knights, who

accompanied king Edward the firſt, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, in that

ſucceſsful expedition, which he was engaged in, when he undertook the conqueſt

of Scotland. After him, William de Baſing held it, and was ſheriff of Kent, in

the eighth year of Edward the ſecond ; and dying in his ſhrievalty, Margaret his

widow accounted for the profits of the county, as the records of the pipe office ſet

forth. Sir Thomas de Baſing, his ſon, died ſeized of it, in the twenty-third year

of Edward the third, and paid reſpective aid for it, under the notion of a whole

knight’s fee, at making the Black Prince, knight, and left it to John his ſon, a child

of eight years of age, who afterwards was knighted, and died poſſeſſed of it in the

ſeventh year of Richard the ſecond, and left it to Thomas, his ſon and heir, then

eleven years of age; and he had iſſue Thomas, likewiſe, who dying without iſſue,

John Baſing, his uncle, was found to be his heir, but was ſcarce planted in his new ac

quired patrimony; but he alſo, in the twenty-fourth year of Henry the ſixth, expired

without iſſue, ſo that the inheritance devolved to Alice his ſiſter, married to Thomas

Mackworth, as the heir general of the family. And thus were the Baſings at this

place extinguiſhed, who before they planted in Kent, were regiſtered among the

prime gentlemen of Middleſex. Salomon de Baſing was ſheriff of London, the laſt

year of king John ; Adam de Baſing was lord mayor of London, in the thirty-ſixth

year of Henry the third ; and Robert de Baſing ſucceeded in that office, in the

ſeventh year of Edward the firſt, and Baſing-Hallowes both his name and foundation

to this family; and John Stow, in his ſurvey of London, aſcribes to them the de

; of barons of the realm. But, to return into that path from whence this diſcourſe

ad diverted me, after Mackworth, who, by female devolution, was poſſeſſed of

this manor, was worn out, which was about the beginning of Henry the ſeventh,

the Hornes, of Hornes-place in this pariſh, were by purchaſe ſettled in the in
3 F heritance.

* Rafe de Normanvill, is regiſtered in the liſt of the firſt, at the ſeige of Acon, in Paleſtine.

thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen, who were with Richard
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heritance. Gentlemen, certainly they were, of as eminent account as any in this

territory, and had been proprietors,of this ſeat for many hundred years; for one

Ralph de Hurne, of Kenardington, was one of the Recognitores magne aſſe, in the

reign of king John, perſons, who, before the office of juſtice of peace was inſti

tuted, did ſupply their place, and were much in reſemblance, like the grand in

queſt at this day, being aſſiſtant, both by their preſence and concurrent counſels to the

juſtices in eyre, in all the great deciſions which did relate to cauſes criminal, emer

gent à triºus frijašjuris, or the three forfeitures, murder, felony, and breach of the

peace. But to proceed; in this family did the proprietor, both of Hornes-place

and Kenardington, thus purchaſed of Mackworth, lie rolled up together, until the

twelfth year of queen Elizabeth, and then Bennet Horne, the heir general of both

theſe, being married to . . . . . . Guidford, a Romiſh Catholic, he, to decline the

oath of ſupremacy, fled beyond ſea with his wife, upon whoſe receſs the crown

ſeized upon that eſtate, which had formerly accrued to him in behalf of his wife at

this place, as eſcheated upon the ſtatute of premunire. And the above ſaid princeſs

immediately after, granted the premiſes thus forfeited to Walter Moile, of Buck

well, Eſquire, anceſtor to Mr. Robert Moile, who claims the preſent ſignory, both

of Kenardington and Hornes-place.

KENINGTON, in the hundreds ºf Chart and Longbridge, was a manor which

always related to the crown, as is intimated by the name, where lie tacitly couched

ſome hints of thoſe who were proprietors of it. And Keningbrooke, which is cir

cumſcribed within the limits of this pariſh, was annexed by William the Conqueror,

to his royal manor of Wye, and was looked upon as an appendage to it, and fol.

lowed the fate of it at the common diſſolution, when the other was plucked away

from the patrimony of Battell Abby, in which, ever ſince the original donation

of William the Conqueror, it had been reſident, and was with the manor of Wye,

by queen Elizabeth granted, in the firſt year of her reign, to her kinſman Henry

Cary, lord Hudſon ; and his grand-child, Henry earl of Dover, not many years

ſince, paſſed it away by ſale to Sir Thomas Finch, father to Heneage Finch, now

earl of Winchelſey, in whoſe revenue it is at this inſtant ſettled.

Bibrooke is a ſecond place in Kenington, which claims ſome conſideration. It was,

as appears, by very old evidences, the patrimony of a family called Godwin, which

flouriſhed here in the reign of king John, Henry the third, and Edward the firſt,

but after this it began to wither, and before the latter end of Edward the third,

was altogether crumbled away; the laſt of whom that I find by public record, to

be inveſted in the poſſeſſion, was Willliam Godwin, who enjoyed it at his death,

which was in the thirty-ſecond year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 93. The

next family after this, which was entituled to the poſſeſſion, was Belknap ; but Sir

Robert Belknap being unfortunately attainted and baniſhed, in the tenth year of

Richard the ſecond, to whoſe cauſe and quarrel he had wholly vowed his life and

ſervice, and his eſtate, as to the principal part, confiſcated, in which this lay in

volved, the ſame monarch, in the thirteenth year of his reign, granted it to

William Ellys, who was at that time one of the conſervators or juſtices of the

peace of this county, whoſe capital ſeat was at Burton in this pariſh, though in

very old deeds it is written Burſton, as being indeed the ſeat of a branch of that

family, from whom it came over about the latter end of Edward the ſecond, to

Ellys; but in the name of Ellys, the title of Bibrooke was not long-lived; for about

the beginning of Henry the fixth, I find it by purchaſe inveſted in Shelley, by whole

heir general it devolved in the time of of Edward the fourth, to May, from whom,

not long after it was alienated to Tilden, where it continued, until about the be

ginning of queen Elizabeth ; and then the ſame revolution tranſported the title to

Beſt, who about the latter end of that princeſs's reign, paſſed it away by ſale to Hall,

anceſtor to Mr. Nevill Hall, the preſent lord of this manſion; but Burton was

more conſtant to the family of Ellys, and remained linked to the patrimony of that

name, until that age, which bordered upon our fathers remembrance, and then it

was demiſed by ſale to Hall, in whoſe deſcendant, Mr. Nevill Hall, the propriety

is at preſent reſident.

KESTON,

i
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KESTON, in the hundredof Rokeſley, belonged (in the twentieth year of William

the Conqueror, as the pages of Doomſ.day book inform me) to Gilbert de Mag

minot, and there it is written Cheſton: and continued in his name, until the latter

end of king John ; and then by the heir general of this family, it came to be

poſſeſſed of Say, of Says-court in Deptford; but ſtayed not long in that name, for

in the twenty-fourth year of Edward the firſt, Alexander de Cheney died poſſeſſed

6f it, as appears, Rot. Eſc Num, 26. But in his poſterity likewiſe, it had no long

reſidence ; for about the beginning of Edward the third, it was conveyed to Stephen

de Aſhway; and he in the thirty-eighth of this prince, obtained a charter of free

warren to his manor of Keſton. And here the title fixed, until the beginning of

Henry the fourth, and then it was alienated with Baſton, which had ſtill the ſame

original and ſucceſſive proprietors with Keſton, to Squerrie, of Squerries-court in

Weſterham ; and here it made its abode until the latter end of Henry the fixth, and

then it devolved by Dorothy, daughter and co-heir of Thomas Squerrie, to

Richard Mervin of Fountell, in Wiltſhire, who paſſed away Keſton and Baſton,

both which accrued to him, upon the diviſion of Squerrie's eſtate, to Phillip Rey

nolds, and Thomas Tregarthen, as his truſtees; and they, in the eighth year of

Edward the fourth, convey them both to Richard Scroo, e and Stephen Scroope ;

from whom, about the latter end of Edward the fourth, they came to Henry

Heyden, Eſquire ; and he, in the firſt year of Richard the firſt, as is manifeſt by an

old court-roll, held a court here at Keſton; and from him, did the propriety, by

the ſteps of ſeveral deſcents, come down to that worthy perſon Sir Chriſtopher

Heydon ; who about the latter end of queen Elizabeth, demiſed all his intereſt in

Keſton and Baſton, to Sir Samuel Lennard, whoſe ſon Sir Stephen Lennard, is

ſtill entitled to the fee-ſimple of them.

Mr. Camden conjećtures in his Britannia, ſomething of the name of Caeſar, to

be couched in the etymology of this place, becauſe at Baſton, adjoining, there is an

ancient camp, ſtupendious for the heighth of double rampires, and depth of double

ditches, hardly parallelled elſewhere, and queſtionleſs the work of many labouring

hands. Of what capacity it was, is not now exactly to be diſcerned, much of it

being overgrown with a thicket; but very vaſt it was, as may be collected, from

its remains, which are yet apparent. And moſt probable, it is that camp which

Julius Caeſar pitched, when the Britons, with their united ſtrength, gave him the

laſt battle; and then the ſucceſs, being not equal to their courage, retired, and

gave him way to pierce into Surry, and ſo towards the Thames by Noviomagum,

or Woodcott, where he planted a ſpacious city and ſtanding camp. -

KINGSDOWN, in the hundred of Wrotham, is ſpread into two manors, called

Northcourt, and Southcourt, both which anciently acknowledged themſelves to be

parcel of the demeafne of Fitz Bernard, who flouriſhed here, under the notion, and

in the degree of barons, and had this manor by grant from Henry the firſt, and

with it had theſe privileges annexed to it, Toll and Theam, Sac and Soc, Furcas

in latrones captos, that is, Infangthef and Outfangthef, Tumbrell and Piilory, and

laſtly, Aſſam panis & cereviſe, that is, a power to take cognizance of the weights

and meaſures of bread, and that beverage which was then in uſe, within the pre

cinéts of this manor; and all theſe were allowed to Ralph Fitz Bernard, as granted

before, by Henry the fiſt, by the judges itimerant, in the ſeventh year of Edward

the firſt ; and this man was ſon to John Fitz Bernard, who was rated, after the value

of a whole knight's fee, for his manor of Kinſdown, (as appears by Tºfta de Nevil')

in the twentieth year of Henry the third, at the marriage of Iſabell, that prince's

ſiſter. Thomas Fitz Bernard, ſon to Ralph above-mentioned, enjoyed it at his

death, which was in the ſixth year of Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num, 31. And

from him it deſcended toJohn Fitz Bernard, who in the thirty-fixth year of Edward the

third, died without iſſue, upon whoſe deceaſe, the four daughters of Bartholomew

lord Badeleſmer, married to Roſſe, Vere, Mortimer, and Tiptoft, entered upon the

poſſeſſion, as heirs to their mother, who was ſiſter and heir to this John Fitz Bernard,

and upon the breaking the eſtate into parcels, upon the partition, this was united

to the demeafne of William Roſſe, of Hamlake, in right of his wife Margaret,

who was co-heir likewiſe to her two brothers, Bartholomew lord Badcieſmer, and

Giles
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Giles lord Badeleſmer, who both died without iſſue; and John Roſſe, this man's

ſon, was in the poſſeſſion of it at his death, which was in the ſeventeenth year of

Richard the ſecond, Rot Eſc. Num, 49. And from him did it glide down to his

unfortunate grand-child, Thomas, lord Roſſe, who was attainted and beheaded at

Newcaſtle, in the fourth year of Edward the fourth, whilſt he endeavoured to

ſupport the finking houſe of Lancaſter, upon whoſe ſhipwreck, this was annexed

to the revenue of the crown, and in the eighteenth year of his reign, Edward the

fourth reſtored it for life, to Margaret, wife of Roger lord Wentworth, who was

widow of Thomas lord Roſſe; but after his deceaſe, it returned to the crown, and

ſlept in its revenue, until king Henry the eighth paſſed it away by grant, to John

Wilkinſon; from which name, about the latter end of queen Elizabeth, it was

conveyed to Richard Lovelace, who dying without iſſue-male, Margaret, married

to Henry Cooke of Lanham, Eſquire, became his heir, and in her right, is now

entered upon Northcourt and Southcourt, which make up the manor of Kingſ

down. -

Hever is another manor in Kingſdown, which was parcel of the demeaſhe of the

ancient family of Hever, of Hever-Caſtle in this county. William de Hever, had

a charter of free-warren, to his lands here, and at Hever, in the ninth year of

Edward the firſt, which was renewed to Thomas de Hever, in the fourth year of

Edward the third, but he did not long enjoy it; for he dying without iſſue, Joan

his ſiſter and co-heir, married to Reginald lord Cobham, became heir to his eſtate

at this place, and he in her right, died poſſeſſed of it, in the thirty-fifth year of

Edward the third. But before the latter end of Richard the ſecond, this family

was worn out, and then the family of Urban ſucceeded, by purchaſe, in the poſ.

ſeſſion. John Urban held it at his death, which was in the eighth year of Henry

the fifth, Rot. Eſc. Num. 75. and left it to his ſiſter and heir Emma Penhale, and

ſhe enjoyed it at her deceaſe, which was in the fifth year of Henry the ſixth, Rot.

Eſc. Num. 43. But it was not long after this, in the tenure of this name; for

Richard Lovelace, by his laſt will, in the year 1465, which was made in the fifth

of Edward the fourth, ordains, that his feoffees make an eſtate of this manor of

Hever, which he purchaſed of Penhale, to Katharine, his daughter; and if ſhe die

without iſſue, (as ſhe did) then he wills, that it deſcend to John Lovelace, his ſon

and heir ; and from this John did it, by an uninterrupted ſeries of deſcent, devolve

to Richard Lovelace; and from him, did it go away, by Margaret his ſole daughter

and heir, to Henry Cook, of Lanham, in Suffolk, Eſquire, in which name it is at

this inſtant reſident. -

Chipſted is a third manor in Kingſdown, which indiſputably gave ſeat and ſirname

to a family ſo called. For I find, Adam de Chipſted was poſſeſſed of it at his

death, which was in the forty-firſt year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 16.

And after this family was extinguiſhed, the Mowbrays were planted in the poſſeſſion,

and continued in the inheritance, from the latter end of Richard the ſecond, until

the beginning of Henry the fixth ; and then it was paſſed away by ſale, to John

Martin, juſtice of the common-pleas, whoſe ſon, John Martin, in the thirty-third

year of Henry the fixth, alienated it to Thomas Underdown of Dartford; and he,

not long after, gave it to Richard Thetcher, of Warbulton, in Suſſex; and he, in

the nineteenth year of Edward the fourth, ſold it to William Atwood; and his ſon

Robert Atwood, in the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth, demiſed one moiety of

it to Nicholas Taylor, and the other moiety, in the twenty-ſecond year of the above

faid prince, to Sibill, of Littlemoat, in Eynsford. William Taylor, and William

Atwood, in the firſt year of queen Mary, paſs away their proportion of it to Sir

John Champneys, and his ſon Juſtinian Champneys, not long after, alienates his in

tereſt in it to Lovelace, and by the heir general of that family, it is now devolved

to Mr Henry Cook above-mentioned; the other moiety by Ann, ſole heir of Lan

celot Sibill, came to be poſſeſſed by Mr. John Hope ; in which name it did not long

remain; for in our memory, it was by ſale, demiſed to Mr. Hodſoll, of Hodſoll,

in Aſh, and he is now in the enjoyment of it.

Woodland
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Woodland is the laſt manor in this pariſh, and was anciently a chapel of eaſe to

Kingſdown, till in the year 1557, it was by Reginald Pole, then cardinal and arch

biſhop of Canterbury, united to Wrotham. But the manor is ſtill circumſcribed

within the precinóts of Kingſdown. It was formerly a branch of that revenue,

which owned the title and juriſdiction of that powerful baron, Hamon de Crevequer,

and he died poſſeſſed of it, in the forty-ſeventh year of Henry the third, Rot. Eſ.

Num. 33. But, after him, I find not much more of this family at this place; for

in the ninth year of Edward the third, John, ſon of John St. Clere, enjºyed it, as

appears by the inquiſition taken after his death; Rot. Eſc. Num. 48. Afterwards I

diſcover Thomas St. Clere to be poſſeſſed of it at his death, in the fourth year of

Henry the fourth, and ſo was Margaret St. Clere, widow of Philip, in the firſt

year of Henry the fixth, and Thomas St. Clere held it in the twelfth year of Edward

the fourth ; and from his deſcendant, about the latter end of Henry the ſeventh,

it paſſed away by ſale, to Pett, of Pett-houſe, in Sevenoke, and John Pett, his

ſucceſſor, ſold Woodland, in the ſeventeenth year of queen Elizabeth, to William

Rowe of London; by the daughter and heir of which family, even in our fathers

memory, it came over to the inſtant poſſeſſor, Jenny of Norfolk.

KINGSDOWN, in the hundred of Milton, was given by Hubert de Burgh, to

his newly erected maiſon le Dieu, in Dover, which was to be a retreat for the knights

templers, when they viſited Temple Ewell, and other lands they enjoyed in this

track; but this manor, upon the total ſuppreſſion and abolition here in England,

was in the ſeventeenth year of Edward the ſecond, united to the revenue of the

knights hoſpitalers, and remained annexed to their demean, until the common

diſſolution ſupplanted it, and then king Henry the eighth granted it to Sir Thomas

Cheyney, who in the firſt year of queen Elizabeth, by ſale conveyed it to Mr.

Thomas Finch, from whom it is now by deſcent come down to be the inheritance of
his ſucceſſor Mr. Thomas Finch. w

KINGSTON, in the hundred of Kinghamford, was one of thoſe knights fees

which was aſſigned to Fulbert de Dover, to be aſſiſtant to John de Fiennes, in

the guard of Dover caſtle. And indeed it hath been diſputable, whether this, or

Chilham, or both jointly, were that which in writings is ſtiled the honor of Fulberts.

William de Dover was teſte amongſt the Magnates in the charter of Mawd, the em

preſs, for creating Miles of Glouceſter, earl of Hereford; and from this man, did it

deſcend to Richard de Dover, who was baſe ſon to king John, and aſſumed that

name, becauſe he had married with Roeſia, or Roſe de Dover, the heir general of

that family. But he dying in the beginning of Henry the third, Rot. Eſ. Car.

Num. 237. left it to Iſabel his co-heir, wedded to David de Strabolgie, earl of Atholl,

whoſe unfortunate ſon, John, earl of Atholl, a man of an unbroken, though a

calamitous fidelity towards his native country of Scotland, ſeeking to reſcue the

liberty of that nation from thoſe fetters, which the hand of Edward the firſt would

have put upon it, was in an unſucceſsful encounter taken captive, and offered up

to the fury of that prince on a gibbet fifty foot high, at London, ſays Daniel ; at

Canterbury, ſays an old manuſcript, late in the hands of Sir Dudley Diggs; which

laſt was rather the ſtage on which his tragedy was repreſented, becauſe that city was

almoſt contiguous to his two great manors of Chilham, and this of Kirgſton. Upon

his fatal and deplorable exit, aggravated, becauſe ſo much virtue and courage

did rather ſeem to exačt chaplets and laurels, than ſo black and ruinous a, cata.

ſtrophe, this manor was linked to the crown, until king Edward the ſecond, in

the fifth year of his reign, grants it to Bartholomew, lord Badeleſmer, ſleward of

his houſe, but he not long after, by an ungrateful defection, having forfeited it

again to the crown; that prince, by a new conceſſion, inveſts it for life, in David de

Strabolgie, earl of Atholl; but, after his deceaſe, which was in the firſt year of

Edward the third, that prince, in the ſecond year of his reign, reſtores it to Bar

tholomew, lord Badeleſmer, who dying without iſſue, left it in the twelfth year of

Edward the third, to his brother and heir Giles, who not long after deceaſing like

wiſe without any lawful iſſue, it came to be divided between his two ſiſters and co

heirs, Margaret wedded to William, lord Roſe of Hamlake, and Margery married
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John Tiptoft; but before the end of Edward the third, this family had wholly de

parted from this place, and the entire poſſeſſion was ſurrendered up to Roſſe; for

Thomas, lord Roſſe, died poſſeſſed of it, in the ſeventh year of Richard the ſecond,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 68. and from him, did the title ſlide down to his unhappy ſucceſſor,

Thomas, lord Roſſe, who was attainted in the fourth year of Edward the fourth,

and his forfeiture brought it to the crown, where it reſted, until the aboveſaid

prince granted it to Roger, lord Wentworth, and Margaret his wife, widow

of Thomas, lord Roſſe, in the eighteenth year of his rule. He conveyed it to him,

becauſe he had been a great ſupporter of his party and title, and then to her, be

cauſe ſhe was ſiſter to John Tiptoft, earl of Worceſter, who was offered up, as

an obligation by the Lancaſtrian faction, to his cauſe and quarrel ; and from this

Roger, did it come down to his ſucceſſor, Richard, lord Wentworth, who in the

twenty-firſt year of Henry the eighth, demiſed it by ſale to Thomas Colepeper,

Eſquire, in which family it continued, until the thirty-fourth year of that prince;

and then it was conveyed away to Sir Anthony Aucher, whoſe ſucceſſor, Sir

Anthony Aucher, of Bourne, knight, not many years ſince, conveyed it by ſale

to Mr. Gibbons, of Weſtcliff, who ſettled it in marriage, upon his ſecond ſon Dr.

Gibbons, not long ſince deceaſed, in whoſe deſcendants, the propriety is ſtill

reſident.

Ilding, in Kingſton, in times of as high a ſtep, as any records can aſcend to,

was the Garwintons of Bekeſbourn, as appears by that ſignal controverſy, com

menced between Thomas de Garwinton, and Theobald de Twitham, touching

ſome lands couched within the verge of his manor of Ilding; and the queſtion

was ſo knotty and perplexed, that Henry de Cobham, Geffery de Say, Hugh de St.

Leger, Ralph de St. Leger, Giles de Badeleſmere, Fulk de Peyferer, Robert de

Malevill, Alexander de Roſſe, Robert de Gatton, Robert de Campania, Richard

de Bere, Henry de Sorne, Henry de Enbroke, Alured de Corton, and other gen

tlemen of prime account in this track, were choſen recognitores magne aſſe, in the

ſecond year of king John, by their prudence and dextrous condućt, to ſoften and

becalm this difference. But to go on ; after the ſignory of this place had, for

many ages, been conſtant to this family, it devolved to Thomas Garwinton, who

dying without iſſue, in the eleventh year of Henry the fourth, Richard Haut, who

had married Joan Garwinton, his heir general, in her right, was entituled to the

poſſeſſion of this place; but his ſon and heir, Richard Haut, was the laſt which held

it; for Margery his ſole inheritrix, united it to the inheritance of Iſaac, in which

name it ſtayed, until the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, and then it was tranſ

mitted by ſale to Diggs, of Diggs-court, in Berham, and remained claſped up in

their revenue, until that age, which almoſt was concluded in the circle of our re

membrance, and then it was by ſale tranſplanted into Wilford, ſo that the lady

Elizabeth Wilford, widow dowager of Sir Thomas Wilford, is now by right of

jointure in poſſeſſion of it.

Parmeſted is a third place which calls for a ſurvey ; it was, as high as any

evidence drawn from record will inſtruct me to diſcover, the inheritance of a family

which bore that ſirname; for in diverſe old deeds, which I have ſurveyed, I find

one Hugh de Permeſted to be a witneſs, which is very probable, was lord of this

place. But before the latter end of Edward the ſecond, this family was worn out,

and that of Garwinton planted in the poſſeſſion, as appears by an old fine levied in

the eighth year of Edward the third, by Hugh Garwinton, in which he paſſes away

his eſtate at Permeſted, to Thomas Garwinton ; from whom it deſcended to his

great grandchild, William Garwinton, who died poſſeſſed of it, in the eleventh year

of Henry the fourth, Rot. Eſc. Num. 45. but left no iſſue, ſo that Joan his kinſ

woman, married to Richard Haut, became his heir ; and he had iſſue Richard Haut,

in whom the male-line concluding, William Iſaac, in right of his wife Margery,

who was daughter and heir to the above-mentioned Richard, entered upon his eſtate

here at Permeſted ; and about the beginning of Henry the eighth, paſſed it away

by ſale, to Edward Knevet, of Newington Belhouſe, Eſquire, and his daughters

and co-heirs, by joint ſale, demiſed it to Thomas lord Cromwell; and he in the

- twenty
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twenty-ninth year of Henry the eighth, alienated it to Chriſtopher Hales, Eſquire,

afterwards knighted, firſt attorney general, and then maſter of the rolls, under the

aboveſaid prince; and his ſon, Sir James IHales, conveyed it away to Thomas Alphew,

alias Alphy, yeoman. From this man it came over by ſale, in the fifth year of

queen Elizabeth, to William Downe, of Maidſtone, draper, and he in the ſixth

year of that princeſs, tranſmitted it by the like conveyance to doctor Vincent Denne,

doctor of the civil law, grand-father to Mr. Vincent Denne, of Gray’s-Inn, Eſquire,

the preſent lord of the fee. A perſon to whoſe condućt and ſupply this particular

ſurvey owes a grateful remembrance, becauſe, by his concurrent aid, it was guided

along through all thoſe difficulties, which might have probably intercepted it in its

farther progreſs.

Dºmhill, in this pariſh, was not only the ſeat, but likewiſe the ſeminary of a fa

mily of eminent note in this county; Ralph de Den held much land in Romney

Marſh, and likewiſe at Backhurſt, in Suſſex, (as appears by an old roll, now in the

hands of the earl of Dorſet) about the twentieth of William the Conqueror, and

is ſtiled in the record, ſon of Robert Pincerna, a name impoſed upon his father

from being, as is probable, either butler or ſewer to Edward the confeſſor, an

office of no vulgar account in thoſe times. Sir Alured de Den flouriſhed in the

reign of Edward the third, and was a perſon of ſignal eſtimate in that age; for

when the laws of Romney Marſh were compiled, by that venerable judge, Henry de

Bath, from which all England receives directions for ſewers, this Sir Alured, and

Nicholas de Haudloe were his aſſociates and aſſiſtants in the compoſure of them, in

the forty ſecond year of Henry the third, on Saturday next after the nativity of St.

Mary; and which makes this Sir Alured de Den more remarkable, he ſealed even

in that age, divided by ſo remote a diſtance from us, with three leopards heads

couped and full faced, which is the ancient paternal coat of this family. Indeed

if I ſhould enter into a particular diſcourſe of all thoſe perſons, who have been

originally extracted from this family, and were formerly eminent, not only within

the private ſphere of this country, as being inveſted with the commiſſion of juſtices

of the peace, and other offices of public truſt and concernment, but likewiſe ſhone

like ſtars of the firſt magnitude, within the two orbs of divinity, and the law

both civil and municipal; the ſurvey of this place, which I intend to retrench

within as narrow bounds as may be, muſt ſwell into a particular treatiſe ; it is

enough, therefore, to inform the reader, that it hath been ſo many centuries of years

folded up in the property of Den, that there is no gap at all in the ſucceſſion,

between Ralph de Den the firſt of that name, and Thomas Den, Eſquire, the laſt

who in a direct line enjoyed it. Nor hath it yet departed from the name; for the

above-mentioned Thomas, lately deceaſing without iſſue-male, Vincent Denne, of

Gray’s-Inn, Eſquire, collaterally iſſued out of this family, by marrying with Mary

his youngeſt daughter and co-heir, in right of this alliance, is now in the inſtant

poſſeſſion of it.

KINGSNOTH, in the hundreds of Chart and Longbridge, did in elder times,

give ſeat and ſirname to a family, which aſſumed its denomination from hence, who

bore, as appears by ſeals appendant to their ancient deeds, ermin upon a bend, five

chevrons, and John de Kingſhoth, who flouriſhed here about the latter end of Edward

the firſt, ſealed with that coat, and this inſcription encircles the ſeal, Sigillum

joannis de Kingſhoth. Yet I find Bartholomew, lord Badeleſmer, who was attainted,

in the ſeventeenth year of Edward the ſecond, had ſome intereſt in this manor, which

upon his conviction eſchcated to the crown, and reſted there, until Richard the

ſecond granted it out again to Sir Robert Belknap the judge, who had not long be

fore purchaſed that proportion which Kingſnoth was concerned in; ſo that by this

conceflion it came entirely to own the ſignory of this family. But he being unfor

tunately attainted, and caſt into exile, in the tenth year of the aboveſaid prince,

this manor was annexed to the revenue of the crown, and was lodged the e until

Henry the fixth, in the twenty-ſeventh year of his reign, granted ſome part of it

to Sir Thomas Brown, of Bechworth caſtle, in Surry, and with it a charter to in

cloſe a park, which had liberty of free-warren annexed to it; and likewiſe, the more

to endear him, licenſed this town to hold a fair yearly on Michaeismº day, but
. .
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the principal part of it was conveyed by ſale to cardinal Kemp, who about the

twenty-eighth of Henry the fixth, ſettled it on the college of Wye, where it remained

until the reſignation of its revenue into the hands of Henry the eighth, in the

twenty-ninth year of his reign, and he by royal conceſſion, made it the demean

of Thomas lord Cromwell, afterwards earl of Eſſex, who being attainted of high

treaſon, in the thirty-ſecond year of that prince, it eſcheated back to the crown,

and then a moiety of it, in the thirty-ſixth year of his government, was granted to

Sir John Baker, from whom by hereditary conveyance, it was delegated and tranſ

mitted to his ſucceſſor Sir John Baker, of Siſingherſt, baronet, who ſome few years

ſince hath alienated his concernment here, to Mr. Nathaniel Powell, of Ewherſt,

in Suſſex. The other moiety of it lay folded up in the patrimony of the crown, un

til the firſt year of queen Elizabeth, and then it was by that princeſs granted to her

kinſman Henry Cary, afterwards created baron Hunſdon, from whom, by the chan

nel of deſcent, it was tranſported to his grand-child, the right honourable Henry

Cary, earl of Dover, who in our memory conveyed it to Sir Thomas Finch, after

wards earl of Winchelſey, father to the inſtant proprietor, the right honourable

Heneage Finch, now earl of Winchelſey.

Munfidde, in this pariſh, was originally the ſeat of the Clere's, written in their

ancient deeds, le Clere. But as all families have their viciſſitudes and tombs ; and,

like the ſea, which is circumſcribed, and ſhut in with a girdle of ſand, are fettered

to a determinate period, ſo was this ; for about the latter end of Edward the third,

Henry le Clere, concluded in Suſan le Clere, who was his daughter and heir ; and

ſhe, by marrying with Sir Simon Woodchurch, annexed this manor to his patrimony;

and he, the better to inforce and perpetuate the memory of this alliance, and the

eſtate, which devolved to him by ſo fortunate a conjunction, inverted his ſirname,

and writ it for the future, Clere, alias Woodchurch ; in which name the proprietor

of this place continued, until the latter end of queen Elizabeth ; and then it was

alienated to Taylor, of Shadoxherſt, in which name, the intereſt of it had not lon

continued; but that it was in our remembrance, by ſale, conveyed to Whitwick.

Weſt-Halks is a third manor in Kingſnoth, which in elder times was ennobled, for

affording a reſidence to a family of this firname, who bore in ancient ſeals, a fºſſe,

between three hawks, or falcons, and ſometimes one; a family of no contemptible

eſtimate, or ſhallow antiquity in this track, as appears by old eſcripts, pedigrees,

and other venerable muniments, which repreſent this family under the charaćter of

gentlemen, for above three hundred years. Sampſon de Halk died about the year

1360, and held not only this place, but much other land about Petham, and other

pariſhes in that track; but about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, this family had

demiſed the property of this place to Taylor,” of great Chart, in which name it

was conſtantly fixed, until the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, and then it was ſold

to Clere, who about the latter end of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away to Robert

Honeywood, of Charing, Eſquire ; who upon his deceaſe, ſettled it by his laſt will,

on his fourth ſon, by his ſecond wife, Col. . . . . ... Honeywood, now the inſtant

lord of the fee.

KNOWLTON, in the hundred of Eaſtry, was parcel of the patrimony of the

noble family of St. Leger. Hugh St. Leger (who was one of the recognitores magne

aſſiſe in the reign of king John) held this manor in the fourth year of the reign of

that prince, and left it to his ſon John St. Leger, who in the twelfth year of Henry

the third, exchanged it for other lands with Reginald de Cornhill, and he, in the

twenty-fifth year of the aboveſaid prince, paſſed it away by ſale (as the book of

Chriſt-church informs me) to the prior and monks of that convent; but it ſeems

not long after they changed it with Thomas Perot; for he, in the fourth year of

Edward the third, died poſſeſſed of it, as appears by his office, Rot. Eſc. Num. 31.

and left only a female heir, who carried it along with her to Langley, deſcended

out of the county of Warwick, and being thus chained by this match, to the intereſt

of this family, it remained for many deſcents faſtened to it, and was produćtive, in

ſeveral ages, of men of no vulgar account. William de Langley, ſon of William

Langley, was ſheriff of Kent, the twenty-firſt, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, and

twenty

* Ex Autographis pene; Dom, Thomas Taylor.
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twenty-fifth years of Edward the third. William Langley of Knolton, was ſheriff

of Kent, in the fourth year of Henry the fifth, and likewiſe juſtice of the peace for

this county under that prince. John Langley, Eſquire, was ſheriff of Kent, in the

twentieth year of Henry the ſeventh, and had iſſue Edward Langley, Eſquire, who

married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Peyton, of Peyton-hall, in the county

of Cambridge, deſcended from Peytonus de Ufford; but he dying without iſſue, about

the latter end of Henry the eighth, his wife's brother, Sir Robert Peyton, by reaſon

of a former match, in the reign of Henry the fifth, between Peyton and a daughter

of Langley, entered upon it, as heir general at law, and he, not deſirous to deſert

&mbridgeſhire to tranſplant himſelf into Kent, aſſigned Knowlton for livelihood,

to his ſecond ſon Sir John Peyton, grand-father to Sir Thomas Peyton, the premier

baronet of this county, who, as lineally extracted from him, does enjoy the pro

priety of it.—See more of this family of Peyton, in my diſcourſe of Werd.

L.
AMBERHERST lies in the hundred of Little Bernefield, and was ſometimes

written Lamberts-hurſt, from Lambert, a Saxon owner. In old Engliſh, this name

imports as much as bright, or holy and glorious lamp, as Herebert is bright lord.

Part of this pariſh is in Kent, and the other part in Suſſex, diſtinguiſhed by a ſmall

ſtream, which riſes near Cowden, and glides through this town towards Medway.

The lordſhip of Lamberhurſt itſelf, with the manor of Woodroff, belonged to

the monaſtery of Roberts-Bridge, and after the diſſolution, were, by Henry the

eighth, granted in the thirteenth of his reign to Sir William Sidney, tutor to king

Edward the fixth, when he was prince, whoſe ſucceſſor Robert Sidney, earl of

Leiceſter, ſold Lamberherſt, in our fathers memory, to Mr. Porter, and Woodroff

to Sir Edward Henden, one of the barons of the exchequer, who bequeathed it to

his nephew Sir John Henden, lately deceaſed.

Hodleigh in this pariſh, was part of that demean which related to the college of

Lingfield, in Surry, which upon the ſuppreſſion, was by Henry the eighth, granted

to Thomas Carden, from which family it paſſed away to Edward Filmer, Eſquire,

anceſtor to Sir Edward Filmer, eldeſt ſon to Sir Robert Filmer, lately deceaſed, to

whoſe demean, the propriety of it is at preſent united.

The abby of Begham in this pariſh, was founded by Ela de Sackvill, and Sir

Robert de Thurneham, a man of principal account, in the time of Henry the third,

and filled with canons Præmonſtratenſe", or white canons,” called ſo from their habit.

The manor which belonged to it, was by royal conceflion. From queen Elizabeth,

it paſſed away to Anthony Brown, viſcount Montague, who not long after alienated

the fee-ſimple to alderman Barneham, of London, who gave it to Benedict, a ſecond

ſon; and he dying without iſſue-male, one of his daughters and co-heirs married

with Dobell of Suſſex, and ſo carried it into the inheritance of that family, where

the poſſeſſion has ever ſince been ſettled.

Scotney, in this pariſh, which hath borrowed that appellation from its local

ſituation, and the over-ſhooting of the water, was the reſidence of a family diſ-,

tinguiſhed by that firname and denomination ; for one Walter de Scotney, in times

of high aſcent, was proprietor of this place, but added not much reputation to

this manſion ; for (as Edmund de Hadenham, a chronicler of great antiquity, at

teſts) he, in the year 1259, adminiſtred poiſon by tacit ſtratagem, to the earl of

Glouceſter, and his brother, to deſtroy them; of which the laſt died, and the firſt

eſcaped not without danger of life. But to go on ; after this family was mouldered

away at this place, which was about themidſt of Edward the third, the eminent family

of Aſhburnham, of Aſhburnham, in Suſſex, were entituled to the ſignory of it.

Roger Aſhburnham, who was one of the conſervators of the peace for this county

of Suſſex, in the firſt year of Richard the ſecond, had here a caſtellated manſion, did

ſometimes inhabit at this place, and it was by his ſucceſſor ſold to Henry Chichley,

3 H arch
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archbiſhop of Canterbury, who gave it as dower to his niece, Florence Chichley,

married to Joſeph Darrell, of Cale-hill; and he aſſigned it for the livelihood of his

ſecond ſon, whoſe poſterity have ever ſince enjoyed it.

Here was alſo in this pariſh, the manſion of the Chitcrofts, a family of worth

and eminent degree. Their blazon was preciſely the ſame with the Colepepers, of

Bay-hall, not far diſtant, as if they had been a cadet of the ſame houſe. This is a

matter which falls within the cognizance of my profeſſion, and becauſe I met with

diverſe ancient houſes in this county, which did the like, as well as in other coun.

ties, I cannot leave it without ſetting down ſuch notes and obſervations, as have

been made upon it, having met with ſo many examples of that kind, in the ſurve

of this province. For inſtance, St. Nicholas, of St. Nicholas, in the iſle of Thanet,

in the very eaſtern part of the ſhire, and Peckham, in the weſtern ſide of this

county, bear the very ſame coat of armour; becauſe perádventure, they held land

of the lord Say, to whoſe arms they did not deſire their own might be aſſimilated.

Tutſham, of Tutſham-hall, in Weſt-Farleigh, and Eaſtangrave, of Eaſtangrave,

in Eden-bridge, bear both alike ; Brenley, of Brenley, in Boughton, under Blean,

and Ratling, of Ratling, in Nonington, have no diſtinétion ; Peyforer, of North.

court, in Eſeling; and Lenham, of Lenham, lay claim to an indentity of impreſs

or coat armour; and laſtly, ſo did Watringbury, of Watringbury ; and Savage,

of Bobbing-court. Now the reaſon of this near ſimilitude, was to preſerve the

memory of thoſe, though otherwiſe of different families, who had given them

education; or elſe, by particular feoffments, had endowed them with land; or

laſtly, as an acknowledgment of the ſervice and fealty they owed them, becauſe

they held their lands by ſome petty rent, charge, or homage, of ſome principal

manor, of which they whoſe coat armour they had thus imitated were proprietors.

WEST-LANGDON, lies in the hundred of Bewſborough, and was a manor

belonging to the abby of Weſt-Langdon, which was founded by Sir William de

Auberville, of Weſtenhanger, knight, to the honour of St. Mary, and St. Thomas

the martyr of Canterbury, and filled with white canons or canons premonſtratenſes,

in the time of Richard the firſt. Hugh de Auberville, the founder's ſon, and Sir

William Auberville, ſon to this Hugh, were benefactors to this houſe, and this laſt,

Sir William's only daughter and heir Joan being married to Nicholas de Crioll, of

Bellaview, near Limne Hill, brought this monaſtery to be under the patronage of

the Criolls, whoſe demean upon the diſſolution, being made the income of the

crown, it here reſided till queen Elizabeth granted it, with all the privileges annexed

to it, in the thirty-third year of her rule, to Samuel Thornehill of London, Eſquire,

father to Sir Timothy Thornehill, upon whoſe deceaſe, his lady dowager had Weſt

Langdon aſſigned to her by right of jointure, as being inſtated before upon her in

marriage. -

EAST-LANGDON, in the hundred of Cornilo, did in elder times augment

that patrimony, which fell under the ſignory of the archbiſhop of Canterbury. In

%.4 ... 2..…? the year of grace 824, Ulfred, then archbiſhop of Canterbury, exchanged this

manor and Eythorne, with the monks of Chriſt-church, for the manor of Berham,

…4. x - ~4: the records of that priory diſcover to me; and being thus united to their demean,
a-ty * +. -

"it lodged there until the government of Henry the eighth, and then, upon the ſup

Preſſion of the above-mentioned cloiſter, it was ſurrendered up with the remainder

of its revenue, into the hands of that king, and he in the thirtieth year of his

government, granted it to Mr. John Maſters and Mr Thomas Maſters, of Sand

wich, from whom it is now by deſcent devolved to be the inheritance of his de

ſcendant Richard Maſters, Eſquire.

Apulton and Southwould are two ſmall manors, which are ſeated within the limits

of Eaſt-Langdon, and were ſcarce worth any memorial ; but that they were for

merly marſhalled under the demean of the eminent family of Male-mains, in whom

the poſſeſſion was ſeated, till Henry Malmains, being embarked in the rebellion of

Simon de Montfort, againſt Henry the ſecond, had expiated that defection with the

forfeiture of his eſtate, had he not been pardoned and abſolved by the mediation of

the abbot of Langdon, to which convent in gratitude, his ſon and heir Sir John

Malmains, in the ſixth year of Edward the ſecond, gave for ever" Apylton and

South

. * APylton and Southwood I find, upon a ſecond ſurvey, lie both in Walderſhare.
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Southwould ; the laſt of which was in the firſt year of Richard the third, ex

changed by the ſucceeding abbot, with + Robert Monings, Eſquire, for Manſuers

Langdon. Theſe three places, upon the ſuppreſſion of this abby, were by Henry

the eighth, in the twenty-ninth year of his reign, exchanged with Thomas, arch

biſhop of Canterbury, but were re-aſſumed by the crown by another exchange, in

the 1ſt. of Elizabeth, though Southwould or Southwood was unjuſtly ſnatched away

from Edward Monins, Eſquire, in whoſe revenue it was found at the diſſolution,

upon pretence it had been the former demean of the abby of Langdon.

The borough of Marton, or Marton-ſtreet, ſo called by contraction, but more

truly Marſhtown, is circumſcribed alſo within the limits of Eaſt-Langdon, and gave

name to a family, which from the fituation of the place, did borrow their firſt ap

pellation, and were, in old regiſters and other records, written de Mariſco. And that

it was frequent to mould a firname from the ſite of the place, and after to commu

nicate it to their poſterity, as well as from the place itſelf is moſt evident; for Gil

bert de Mariſco, who was lord of Woolwich, in the reign of Edward the firſt, did

aſſume that firname from the ſituation of that place, which was environed in a con

ſiderable part of it, with moiſt and watery marſh land; and ſo from the low level of

this borough, did the Marſhes, now poſſeſſors of this place, or the moſt principal

part of it, by right of inheritance grówn hoary and reverend, by a preſcription and

oſſeſſion of above three hundred years, as appears by their own private evidences

in elder times, contraćt the denomination of de Mariſco; which in ages of a more

modern pedigree, was melted by uſage, cuſtom, and common conſent, into the in

ſtant firname of Marſh.

LANGLEY, in the hundred of Eyhorne, was in elder times the inheritance of

a family called Aſhway. William de Aſhway is, by the book ſtiled Teſta de Nevil,

repreſented to have held it, and have paid an auxiliary ſupply for it at the marriage

of Iſabel, fiſter to Henry the third, in the twentieth year of his reign. After

this family was withered and ſhrunk into decay, the lords Leybourne were entitled

to the ſignory of it, and William de Clinton, earl of Huntington, held it at his death,

which was in the twenty-eighth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc Num. 59. in

right of his wife juliana, ſole heir of Roger de Leybourn, lord of Leybourn

caſtle; and ſhe after him likewiſe was in the poſſeſſion of it at her deceaſe, which

was in the forty-third year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 47. But this after

her departure, for want of heirs, either direét or collateral, eſcheating with a wide

and opulent patrimony to the crown, it made its abode there until Richard the ſecond,

in the beginning of his reign, granted it to Sir Simon de Burley, lord warden of the

cinque-ports, and knight of the garter; who being unfortunately attainted in the

tenth year of Richard the ſecond, this manor by eſcheat reverted to the crown, and

that monarch, in the eleventh year of his reign, granted the cuſtody of Langley

park, to William, archbiſhop of Canterbury, which his grand-father, king Edward

the third, had, in the ninth year of his reign, by a ſpecial grant, indulged to

William lord Clinton, and Julian, his lady, licenſed to be enlarged with 200 acres

of land; but the manor itſelf was granted to the dean and canons of St. Stephen's,

in Weſtminſter, in the twelfth year of his reign, as appears by an inquiſition

taken at that time, Rot. Eſc. Num, 159. and amply confirmed in the twenty-firſt

year of the aboveſaid prince, as appears, Pat. I. Memb. 35. Parte tertia, and re

mained folded up in their revenue, until the general ſuppreſſion in the reign of Henry

the eighth diſlodged the title, and planted it in the crown; and then that prince,

by a new conceſſion, made it the demean of Levan Buffkin, deſcended from an

ancient family of that name in Suſſex; and his ſucceſſor, in our fathers memory,

paſſed it away to Nathaniel Powel, Eſquire, and he not many years ſince, demiſ d

his intereſt in it by ſale, to Sir Edward Hales, knight and baronet; from whom it

is now deſcended to his grand-child Sir Edward Hales, of Tunſtall, baronet.

Briſing is another manor in Langley, worthy remembrance, even in this, that it

gave ſeat and firname to a family of that denomination. Sarin de Riſing held it in

the twentieth year of Edward the third, and paid reſpective aid for it, at making

she Black prince knight.

In

# It is prolable the anceſſor of Monins, purchaſed Manſuers Lang lon, of Manſwer, a family in Eaſt Keit.
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In times of a more modern charaćter, the Aſtrys were inveſted in the poſſeſſion.

And Joſeph Aſtry held it at his deceaſe, as appears by an old will, in the fourth

year of Edward the fourth; of this family was Ralph Aſtry, who was ſheriff of

London, in the firſt year of Richard the third; and likewiſe William Aſtry, who

died ſeized of it, in the thirty-fifth year of Henry the eighth ; but after his exit,

the title was of no longer date in the tenure of this family; for the viciſłitude of

purchaſe, about the beginning of Edward the ſixth, brought it from this name to

own the ſignory of Leven Buffkin, Eſquire, one of the juſtices of the peace of this

county, and in his poſterity did it reſide, until thoſe times which were of our fathers

cognizance, and then it was conveyed by ſale to Powel ; from whom, not many

years ſince, the ſame revolution hath devolved it back into the poſſeſſion of the in

ſtant proprietor Mr. Raiph Buffkin.

LEE, in the hundred of Blackheath, in barbarous Latin written Laga, was the

reſidence of an ancient generous family called Bankwell ; and there is a place in this

pariſh called Bankers, by corruption of the name, which, in orthography of more

antiquity and truth, was written Bankwells; from whence, certainly, at firſt iſſued

this ſirname. In the thirty-firſt year of Edward the firſt, John de Bankwell had a

grant by the king's charter, to have free-warren to all his lands in Lee, Leveſham,

and Bromley. And in the return of John de Shelving, high ſheriff of Kent, in the

ſixteenth, and part of the ſeventeeth year of Edward the ſecond, of all the knights

and men at arms in this county, William de Bankwell is mentioned in the ſecond

degree; he died the twentieth year of Edward thethird, and left Thomas Bankwell his

heir ; who in the thirty fifth year of that prince's government, deceaſed poſſeſſed of

Lee, and a very large proportion of other land in Modingham, Sherfholt (now, I think,

corruptly called Shrawfield) Littlecroft, Bankers, both in Lee, Bromley, Leveſham,

Eltham, Chiſelhurſt, Detling, Langſhot, and Wickham by Bromley; and left three

ſons, according to the cuſtom of Gavelkind, heirs to his inheritanee, which were

John, William, and Robert Bankwell; but upon the diſtinguiſhing the eſtate into

parcels, Lee, Bankers, and Sherfholt, now corruply called Shrawfield, fell to be

the patrimony of John Bankwell, and in this man's lineage, did the inheritance of

theſe places, divers years reſide; till the name was circumſcribed in a female

heir, who being married to John Arrapon, brought this place to be an adjunct to

his inheritance. And here, I confeſs, for want of information, either from public

or private record, I am at a loſs, and cannot diſcover, whether by Arrapon it was

lold to the crown, and from the crown tranſmitted to Woodvill, or elſe immediately

paſſed away by ſale to Richard Woodvill, earl Rivers, who enjoyed it ; but upon his

ſon's untimely death on a ſcaffold, at Pomfret, being by the ſhalice and ſubtlety of

Richard the third, blaſted with an aſperſion of treaſon, that fatal ſtroke which

ſeparated his head from his body, divided his eſtate here from this name and family,

and united it by eſcheat to the crown; in whoſe revenue it was reſident, until king

Henry the eighth (as is manifeſt by the original patent) granted it to Sir Thomas

Wroteley. In times of a more modern aſpect, that is, about the beginning of

queen Elizabeth, I find it in the tenure of Thomas Sackvill, lord Buckhurſt ; but

how it devolved to him, I confeſs, I know not ; and from him it deſcended to his

grand-child, Richard Sackvill, earl of Dorſet, who exchanged it with king James ;

whoſe ſucceſſor, king Charles, ſold the royalty and fee ſimple of it to Ralph Free

man, lord mayor of London, who gave it in marriage with his daughter and heir

to Sir George Sonds, of Leeze-court in Shelvich, knight of the bath, who by a

right derived from that match, is the preſent lord of Lee, and its two appendages,

Bankers and Shrawfield. Sir Richard Lechford, knight, was lord of the manor of

Sherwood, in Lee, am. 1. & 7. jacobi.

LEEDS, town and caſtle, lies in the hundred of Eyhorne, and were by William

the Conqueror, in the twentieth year of his reign (as appears by the text of Doomſ.

day book) aſſigned to Hamon de Crevequer, whom he had conſtituted one of the

truſtees to aſſiſt his couſin John de Fiennes, in the conſervation and guard of Dover

caſtle, who choſe this for the capital ſeat of his barony of Crevequer, or Decrepito

corde, for ſo it is rendered in Latin, and of Chatham, near Rocheſter (for of that

place likewiſe, he and his poſterity ſometimes writ themſelves barons) and here

erected a ſtupendous caſtle, which, becauſe it was environed with water, was

called
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called the moat. Hamon de Crevequer married Matilda, ſole daughter and heir of

William de Averenches, baron of Folkſtone, and had iſſue by her, Robert de

Crevequer, who by diſloyalty loſt himſelf, and his ſovereign's favour. And then

this manor being ſeized on by the crown, king Henry the third, the more to oblige

and endear Roger de Leybourn, gave him this manor and caſtle in exchange for ſome

lands which he enjoyed at Troſcliff, as appears, Pat. 52. Hen. tertii. But it ſeems,

either he, or his ſucceſſor, quickly re-inveſted the poſſeſſion into the crown, as being

a piece of ſtrength that the prince begin to look upon with jealouſy and caution;

for Edward the ſecond, as is manifeſt, Pat. Io. Edwardi ſº undi, granted the manor

and caſtle of Leeds, with the advowſon of the priory, to Bartholomew lord

Badeleſmer (who was great grand-child to Guncelin de Badeleſmer, " which Gun

celin, with his brother Ralph de Badeleſmer, are enrolled in the liſt of thoſe Kentiſh

gentlemen, who accompanied king Richard the firſt to the ſiege of Acon, and ſon

to + Guncelin de Badeleſmer, who was juſtice of Cheſter, in the reign of Edward

the firſt, an office eminently conſiderable, and of much importance in that age) in

exchange for the manor of Addriſley in Shropſhire. And the advowſon of the church,

and the addition of this, ſwelled both his eſtate and ambition to that height, that

he muſt be maſter of all the remarkable places in Kent, or elſe his ſails could not

fill ; for he had the barony of Fitz-Bernard, at Kingſdown, Tong caſtle, Chilham

caſtle, Ridlingſwould, and Hothfield. But ſuch a tempeſt roſe at this place, as

utterly overwhelmed him with one guſt. The hiſtory is well made up by many

authors; the abſtraćt is thus. Queen Iſabel, wife to Edward the ſecond, who had

ever been the nurſe of peace, and laboured to accord the king and his barons, mak

ing her progreſs towards Canterbury, was diſpoſed to lodge in this caſtle, as belong

ing to the lord Badelefiner, who had been long king Edward's ſteward; and ſend

ing her marſhal to make ready for her and her train, they who kept the caſtle, told

him plainly, that neither the queen nor any elſe, ſhould enter without letters from

their lord. The queen herſelf goes to the caſtle, and receives the ſame anſwer;

..., ſhe is neceſſitated to take ſuch lodging elſewhere as could be provided.

Of which dignity ſhe complains to the king, who reſented it with ſo much

paſſion, as inſtantly with an army collected in London, he lays ſiege to the caſtle,

carries it, hangs the caſtellan Thomas Colepeper, ſends the lady and children of

the lord Badeleſmer to the tower, and ſeizes upon his goods and treaſure. He, to

revenge this devaſtation of his caſtle, aſſociates with the barons, then in arms, who

pretended the common good and public liberty of the people (they being ſtill that

unhappy veſſel which every tempeſt ſhipwrecks, but no calm ſecures ; or, indeed,

being like the ſea, which never ſwells into diſorder, until it be breathed upon by

intemperate winds ; and yet even thoſe very winds break to pieces thoſe waters

which they firſt raiſed in billows and ſurges.) But, to go on ; this deſign (whether

the foundation, on which it was fixed, were crazy and infirm or not, I know not)

was ruinous to Bartholomew lord Budeleſmer, and the barons his partiſans ; for they

were defeated by the forces of king Edward, and amongſt the reſt this lord, and the

lord Aſhburnham, being by their misfortune made priſoners, were put to death at

Canterbury -

Upon this ſhipwreck, this caſtle reverts to the crown; and archbiſhop Arundell

having a mind equivalent to his birth, gets ſuch a grant of this caſtle, as in many

acts of his, he dates them, at his caſtle of Leeds; and you may obſerve that this

would not ſerve the turn neither, for he was at the ſame time conſtable of the late

before builded caſtle of Quinborough. But the eſtate he had in it determined with

him, and then it remained in the crown, and was reputed one of the king’s houſes,

and the cuſtody was conferred upon ſome of the principal gentlemen of Kent, whom

the king pro tempore favoured. And it ſeems it had the reputation to be a piece of

important ſtrength in the reign of Henry the fourth; for Richard the ſecond, as Fabian

in his chronicle relates, fol. 165, was by that prince ſent priſoner to this caſtle. In

the reign of Edward the fourth, I find the propriety of it altered ; for that prince

feeking to endear the St. Legers to him, who were then a family who had a powerful

influence upon this county, made Ralph St. Leger, Eſquire, conſtable of the caſtle.
3 I - Ot

* Ex vetuſ?, rotulo penes Edo, Dering, Militer, + See the late printed book, ſtiled the Vale

& Baroné, uſu, djuncium. Royal of Cheſhire, publiſhed by Mr King.
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of Leeds, and annexed the park too, to his grant, (for anciently there belonged two

parks unto it, though both are now clearly diſparked and vaniſhed) but the fee

ſimple remained in the crown, until Edward the ſixth, in the fourth year of his

rule, granted it to Anthony St. Leger his ſucceſſor, who was lord deputy of Ireland,

and itnproved the Engliſh intereſt in that province by his prudence and magnanimity,

to that height and advantage, that he reduced moſt of the old ſepts of the Iriſh

nobility, and made them become feodall to the Engliſh ſcepter, which could never

be accompliſhed ſince the firſt conqueſt of Ireland, till his time; but his great

grand-child Sir Warham St. Leger was the laſt of the name, who was proprietor of

Leeds-caſtle, for he ſold it to Sir Richard Smith, who not long after determined in

two daughters and co-heirs, married to Sir Timothy Thornhill of Kent, and to

Mr. Barrow of Suffolk, who both by mutual conſent did diveſt themſelves of their

intereſt in it, and by ſale tranſplanted the inheritance into Sir Thomas Colepeper,

now of the pariſh of Hollingbourne, who ſettled it in marriage upon his ſon Sir

Cheyney Colepeper, now lord of the fee.

The priory of Leeds was founded by Robert de Crevequer, ſoon after the build.

ing of the caſtle, and not long after the conqueſt, and ſtored with black canons, or

canons of St. Auguſtin, and dedicated to St. Mary and St. Nicholas. The ſucceſſors

of this Robert de Crevequer were all of them benefactors. Robert de Crevequer, ſon

of Daniel de Crevequer, who was ſon of Robert de Crevequer the founder, dedit

terras Canonitis de Leeds pro ſalute anime reg. Hen. ſecundi qui eum aluit & militem

fecit, ſays the Coucher book. There was a goodly church annexed to this priory,

parallel to many cathedrals, whoſe glory and beauty were both blaſted when the

priory abovementioned ſuffered the common calamity of that great tempeſt of the

diſolution. This, upon that ſuppreſſion, augmenting the revenue of the crown, con

tinued with it, until king Edward the ſixth, in the fourth of his reign, paſſed it

away by grant to Sir Anthony St. Leger, whoſe ſon Sir Wartham St. Leger, about

the beginning of queen Elizabeth, conveyed it to Norden, and not long after alienated

his right in it to Francis Colepeper, Eſquire, who not long after diſpoſed of it again

by ſale to Norden, in which family it reſted, until the ſame viciſſitude brought it to

be the inheritance of Covert, from which family hath the fate of ſale, not many

years ſince, brought it to be the inſtant patrimony of Sir William Merideth.

LEIGH, in the Lowey of Tunbridge, is ſometimes written Weſt-Leigh, and very

often Weſt-Leigh, alias Pauls. It was in ages of a very high gradation, the Pen

cheſters, and in Doomſday book there is mention of * Paul de Pencheſter, who

held lands here, and at Pencehurſt; and from this man was it by a continued ſeries,

brought down to Sir Stephen de Pencheſter, lord warden of the cinque ports, and

conſtable of Dover-caſtle, who expired in two daughters and co-heirs, whereof Joan

the eldeſt, was married to Henry lord Cobham, of Roundall in Shorn; and Alice

the other, was married to John lord Columbers, of Stawey, in Somerſetſhire, as ap

pears by an inquiſition taken in the third year of Edward the third, and ſhe had for

her proportion aſſigned her, the manors of Weſt-Leigh and Pencehurſt. Sir Thomas

de Columbers, was heir apparent to this John de Columbers, and Alice his mother;

and he, by his deed bearing date from the eleventh year of Edward the third ;

paſſed away all his intereſt in this place, to Sir John de Poultney, lord mayor of

London, and he died poſſeſſed of it, in the twenty-third year of Edward the third;

immediately after, I find Sir Nicholas Lovain, ſon of Guy Lovain, intereſted in the

poſſeſſion; but whether it was by marriage of Margaret, widow of Sir John Poult

ney, or by purchaſe, I cannot diſcover; and he had iſſue Nicholas Lovain, who held

it as heir to his father, as appears by an inquiſition taken after his deceaſe, in the

forty-fourth year of Edward the third; but this Nicholas dying without iſſue, Mar

garet Lovain his ſiſter, became his heir, who brought it to her huſband Philip St.

Clere, of Aldham St. Clere, ſon of John St. Clere ; and they by joint concurrence,

by their deed of ſale, bearing date the tenth year of Henry the fourth, paſſed it

away to the crown; and that prince bequeathed this manor of Weſt-Leigh, with

ſeveral other lands, to John Duke of Bedford, his third ſon, after lord regent, in

the minority of Henry the ſixth; but, he deceaſing and leaving no iſſue, it came to

Humphrey duke of Glouceſter, his fourth brother, who being ſtrangled by the pro

curement

* See more of this family at Pencehurſt.
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curement of William De la Pole, duke of Suffolk, in the abby of Bury, and dying

without any poſterity, king Henry the ſixth, in the twenty fifth year of his rule,

granted this manor, being an adjunct to Pencehurſt, to Humphrey Stafford, duke of

Buckingham, anceſtor to Edward Stafford, who being attainted of high treaſon, in

the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth, loſt both his life, title, and eſtate; and then

it was granted by that prince, to Sir Rafe Vane, who was made banneret by that prince,

for his remarkable ſervice in Scotland; but he being unſucceſsfully wound up in

the buſineſs of the duke of Somerſet, in the fourth year of Edward the ſixth, was exe

cuted as guilty of felony, upon whoſe ruinous cataſtrophe, this manor by eſcheat

returning to the crown, it was in the ſeventh year of Edward the ſixth, granted to

Sir William Sidney, a perſon of deep knowledge, and unblemiſhed integrity, great

grand-father to Robert, now earl of Leiceſter, and proprietor of Weſt Leigh.

There is another manor in this pariſh called Philpotts, which yielded a firname to

a fºnily ſo ſtiled, and in a deed which bears date from the twenty-eighth year of

Edward the firſt, whereby one John de Philipott does demiſe ſome parcels of land to

Robert Charles, bailiff of the foreſt of Tunbridge, he writes himſelf de Philiports,

in Leigh , but as all things have their revolution, which gives either their own ruins

or oblivion to them for a ſepulchre, ſo it was here. For after this place had for

ſome hundreds of years been wrapt up in the inheritance of this family, it at laſt

came down to Thomas Philipott, whoſe daughter and heir Alice, was married to John

Petley, Eſquire, and ſo Philipotts fell under the ſignory of that family ; but long it

continued not there, for this man determined in four daughters and co-heirs, one of

whom marrying with children, a family ſo called, interwove it with his demean ; in

which name, after it had for ſome years been fixed, it was not long ſince by the

daughter and heir of this name, brought to be the inheritance of Polhill.

LENHAM, in the hundred of Eyhorne, is that place, which Mr. Camden and

Mr. Lambert conclude, was Durolenum, a city of the Romans, mentioned by An

tonius in his Itinerarium ; though others would have it to be about Newington, by

Sedingbourn; but finding the conſulary way went through this place, and Roman

coin found many times near the foſs and ſurface of that way; and that the high road

called Watling-ſtreet, continued in the line of the former, till Rocheſter bridge was

built of ſtone; and all that have written of that way, do agree that it went through

the middle of Kent, I will not further diſpute it, but acquaint you that thee.com

poſition of the name was from Dore, Water in the Britiſh, and Lemum which the

Romans formed from ſome ſuch ſounding name in the Britiſh dialect; and it is the more

probable, becauſe from hence is a direct way to Ljmen, the Roman haven near Hyth.

The ſoil and ſignory were given to the abby of St. Auſtins, by king Kenwulf,

under the notion of one and twenty plough-lands, in the year 804, and upon the diſ

ſolution was united to the crown, till queen Elizabeth paſſed it away by grant to

Henry Wilford, Eſquire, whoſe grand-ſon Sir Thomas Wilford conveyed it by

ſale, not many years ſince, to Anthony Brown, viſcount Montacute.

EAST-LENHAM was long time ſince, the ſeat of the Huſſeys, of whom I have

fpoken before in Boughton Malherbe. Henry Huſſey had a charter of free-warren to

his lands atÉ. Chilſton, and Stourmouth, in the fifty-fifth of Henry the

third ; and from this man, did the thread of a continued deſcent waft it along to

Henry Huſſey, who about the twenty-ſixth year of Henry the eighth, alienated the

poſſeſſion to Mr. John Parkhurſt, deſcended from an ancient family ſo called in

Norfolk, (one of which name was biſhop of Norwich, in the the year 1560) anceſtor

to that ingenious gentleman Sir William Parkhurſt, who has lately by ſale tranſ

mitted his right in this manſion to Mr. Wood, of London, merchant.

Royton, in this pariſh, had very good gentlemen ſo ſtiled, who were no ſmall ſpace

poſſeſſed of it, and had a free chapel founded by Rºbert de Royton, about the latter

end of Henry the third, from whence it borrowed the name of Royton chapel, it

being annexed to this manſion. The daughter and heir of Royton was married to

James Driland of Davington, and ſo this place became appropriated to the intereſt

of that family; but ſhortly after, Conſtance, daughter and heir of this man, married

Walfingham of Chiſelhurſt, whoſe ſon James Walfingham, paſſed it away by ſale to

Robert Atwater, or Waters, of Putwood, in Otteringden ; and he not long after
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concluding likewiſe, in a daughter and heir called Mary, ſhe by her marriage with

Robert Honeywood, Eſquire, a younger branch of the Honeywoods, of Elmſted,

united this place to the patrimony of that family; and Robert Honeywood, this

man's ſon, gave it in dower with his daughter to Thomſon, deſcended from the

Thomſons of Petham.

There are two other manors in Lenham of ſignal eſtimate; the firſt is Iſºft-Sheke,

written likewiſe Middle-Shelve ; it was parcel of the eſtate of Betram de Criol, and

by Joan his daughter and heir, was linked to the revenue of her huſband Sir Richard

de Rokeſley, from whom the fate of female intereſt devolved it on Thomas de

Poynings; and to this family was it for many ages faſtened, till Sir Edward Poyn

ings, extracted lineally from this man, in the fourteenth year of Henry the eighth,

was found to have died both without lawful iſſue, and without alliance; and ſo this

name being both in the direct and collateral line extinguiſhed, the crown laid claim

to this manor as de jure eſcheated ; and in the ſeventeenth year of his government,

Henry the eighth granted it to John Mills, where after the poſſeſſion had for ſome

time continued, it was by purchaſe brought into the inheritance of Darel, by whoſe

female heir it is now brought to own the ſignory of Wilkinſon.

Shelve Cobham is another manor in Lenham, which in elder times was folded up in

the inheritance of the lords " Cobham of Sterborough caſtle ; of which family was

Richard de Cobham, made knight banneret, by Edward the third, as appears, Pat.

15. Edw. tertii, parte ſecunda memb. 22. and having continued many deſcents, con

ſtant to the intereſt of this family, did at laſt devolve to Thomas lord Cobham, of

Sterborough, who dying in the twelfth year of Edward the fourth, without iſſue-male,

Ann his only daughter and heir, brought it to be parcel of the patrimony of Edward

lord Borough of Gainſborough , from whom the propriety of it did flow down to his

grand child Thomas lord Borough, who conveyed it by ſale to Mr. John Peken

ham, in the twenty-fifth year of queen Elizabeth, and he was poſſeſſed of it, but un

til the thirty-fifth year of that princeſs ; and then an alteration like the former, made

it the demean of Boteler, in which name after it had remained, until the fifth of

king Charles, it was alienated by ſale to Sir John Melton, whoſe ſon John Melton,

Eſquire, hath lately conveyed it to Mr. Salomon Adye.

Sindall is the laſt place of account, in this pariſh of Lenham; which as appears by

the evidences of this place, was, in the reign of king John, and Henry the third,

the inheritance of a family of that firname, and as appears by ſome old rolls and ar

morials, were gentlemen of prime note in this track, but continued not long own

ers of this manſion; for in the twenty-third year of Edward the third, I find it in the

hands of Fulk de Peyforer, and in this family did it fix, until the latter end of

Edward the third; and then it was paſſed away to Henman, in which name the in

tereſt of this place, from the fiftieth year of the above prince, by a derivation of

ſeveral deſcents, until this preſent year 1658, hath been ſucceſſively reſident.

LEVELAND, in the hundred of Feverſham, gave ſeat and firname to a family

of that denomination; for I find that Giles de Badeleſmer, of Badeleſmer, not far

diſtant, was pardoned by Henry the third, for marrying with Margaret de Leveland

the heir of this place, without the king's eſpecial licenſe, as is manifeſt, Pat. 4o.

Hen. 3. memb. 8. But he deceaſing before her, ſhe was remarried to Fulk de Pey

feror, who in her right, died poſſeſſed of this place, in the fifth year of Edward the

firſt; but ſhe had no iſſue by either of theſe two eminent perſons; ſo that Rafe de

Leveland was her next heir, who had the cuſtody of the palace of Weſtminſter, and

the Fleet; and after his deceaſe, Stephen de Leveland held both theſe places as his

brother and heir. This Stephen had a daughter and heir called Joan, firſt married

to John Shench, and ſecondly, to Edward de Cheney, who in her right had the

cuſtody of the Fleet and palace of Weſtminſter; but John Shench was her ſon and

heir, who by a right derived to him by deſcent and ſucceſſion, held both the Fleet

and Weſtminſter, and was in the poſſeſſion, both of them and Leveland, at his de

ceaſe; as an inquiſition taken after his death, in the twenty-third year of Edward

the third does ſignify, and left Margaret his daughter heir, not only to his eſtate at

Leveland, but likewiſe to thoſe offices of truſt, which it ſeems were in thoſe times

hereditary,

* See more of this ſamily at Roundall, in Shorne.
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hereditary, and uſually linked together; but this family of Shench was not ſo en

tirely inveſted in the fignory of Leveland, but that a conſiderable proportion of it

augmented the patrimony of Northwood; for Robert de Northwood held an eſtate

here at his death, which was in the thirty-fourth year of Edward the third, Rot.

Eſc. Num. 7o. and ſo did Richard de Northwood, and Thomas, brother of the

ſaid Richard, as appears by an inquiſition taken in the thirty-fifth of the above ſaid

monarch, Rot. Eſc. Num. 13. Parte ſecunda. But before the latter end of Edward the

third, both theſe families had offered up their joint intereſt here to Richard lord

Poynings, and he died poſſeſſed of it, in the twelfth year of Richard the ſecond,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 148. and left his intereſt here, to be enjoyed by his kinſman Robert

Poynings; from whom an uninterrupted line of deſcent brought it down to Sir

Edward Poynings, who died in the twelfth year of Henry the eighth, and there

being none, after a ſerious inquiſition taken in the fourteenth year of that prince,

who could eſtabliſh any claim or pretence, either in reſpect of any direct or col

lateral affinity to his eſtate, the crown by eſcheat was entituled to this manor; and

here the propriety was lodged, until king Henry the eighth before mentioned

granted it to Sir Robert Southwell, who in the ſecond year of Edward the ſixth, con

veyed it to Sir Anthony Aucher; and he not long after paſſed it away to Sir Anthony

Sonds, great grand-father to Sir George Sonds, knight of the bath, now inſtant

lord of the ſignory of it.

LEWSHAM, in the hundred of Blackheath, was a manor which belonged to

the priory which was erected here; but who was the founder is unknown. Only

thus we find that king Henry the third, by a new inſpection confirmed it, with all

the franchiſes and immunities annexed to it, as appears, Cart. 13. Hen. tertii Memb.9.

It was, when it flouriſhed moſt, but a cell of Benedićtine monks belonging to St.

Peters, in Gaunt, and paid to them 40s. per annum, as a rent ſervice, as appears,

Rot. Eſ. An. 12. Ric, ſecundi N. 72. And ſo continued, till king Henry the fifth,

perceiving the ill effects and impreſſions which the influence of priories-aliens, and

their fraternities, might cauſe upon thoſe religious perſons, who were his ſubjects,

who were altogether chained by a connection of canonical obedience to them, ſup

preſſed this and ſundry others of the like nature, and with their revenue endowed

that ſtately monaſtery, which he erected at Shene, ſtoring it with Carthuſian monks,

and dedicating it to the name of Jeſus of Bethlem; and in the patrimony of this

cloiſter did this manor lie included, till the total diſſolution in that general ſhip-wreck

in the rule of Henry the eighth, and then it returned to the crown, and there was

lodged, till queen Elizabeth, in the fifth year of her government, granted it to

Ambroſe Dudley, earl of Warwick, who ſoon after exchanged it for other lands

with the ſaid princeſs; and ſhe in the year 1575, granted it in leaſe for a ſpace of

forty years to Sir Nicholas Stodard of Modingham, which expiring in the year 1605,

king James paſſed it away in leaſe for forty years more to Sir Francis Knolls, and the

fee ſimple in reverſion to John Ramſay, earl of Holderneſs ; who dying before the

expiration of the leaſe, gave it to his brother Sir George Ramſey, whoſe ſon John

Ramſey, when the former leaſe was worn out, which was about the year 1645, ſold

the fee ſimple to Mr. Reginald Grime.

Catford, in this pariſh, was formerly a manor which anciently was involved in the

inheritance of the Abels of Hering-hill, in Erith; and John Abel had a charter of

free warren to this, and other of his lands in Lewſham, in the twenty-third year of

Edward the firſt, and after this family was worn out, the lords Mountacute were

lords of the ſignory, and fee-ſimple of it; for William de Mountacute, earl of Saliſ.

bury, obtained by charter a confirmation of free-warren to this manor of his of

Catford, in the fifth year of Edward the third ; and in this noble family did the poſ.

ſeſſion dwell, till Richard de Nevil married Eleanor, daughter and heir of Thomas

de Mountacute, earl of Saliſbury, and in her right had the title of that earldom, and

the poſſeſſion of this place enſtated upon him, and divers of the windows of the moſt

ancient houſes in Lewſham are ſtained and coloured with his arms. This was that

Richard, who gave up his life to the cauſe and quarrel of the houſe of York, and

with Richard duke of York moſt reſolutely aſſerting the truth and juſtice of their

title to the crown, periſhed in the fatal and unfortunate battle commenced with the

* 3 K * * partiſans



218 V I L L A R e C A N T I A N U M ; O R,

partiſans of the Lancaſtrian claim between Sandall andWakefield, and afterwards his

ſon Richard, earl of Warwick (he that broke and pieced up the ſcepter as he pleaſed)

and his younger ſon John Nevil, created marquiſs Montacute, by Edward the fourth,

in the year 1470, fell in that diſaſtrous encounter waged with Edward the fourth at

Barnet; upon whoſe ruins and tombs he built his throne, and with their blood

cemented the fabrick of his future greatneſs; but whether upon the ſhipwreck of

this family, it came by eſcheat to the crown, or elſe to George, duke of Clarence,

ſecond brother to Edward the fourth, who married Iſabel, daughter and co-heir of

Richard earl of Warwick, is uncertain, though it is probable it did, becauſe in a great

houſe of Mr. Streets, at Lewſhan, the arms of the duke of Clarence ſtand empaled

with Nevil. In times of a more modern aſpect, Catford was the Palſteds, a family

of very deep antiquity in Surry ; for Hugh de Paiſted gave lands called Inwood by

his deed, dated the ſixteenth year of king John, to the abby of Waverſley in that

county; but whether this place came to them, or not, by grant from the crown, or

by purchaſe from ſome other, I am ignorant; 'tis certain that Francis Polſted,

couſin and heir to Richard Polſted, ſold Catford to Brian Anneſley, Eſquire, in re

verſion after the deceaſe of Elizabeth, wife of John Wooley, and widow of the ſaid

Richard, in the twentieth year of queen Elizabeth. And he afterwards dying without

iſſue male, his two daughters, married to Sir William Harvey, after lord Harvey, of

Kidbrook, in Kent, and Sir John Wildgooſe, ſhared the inheritance of this place.

There were two chantrys founded at Lewſham. One by Richard Walker, for

one prieſt to celebrate maſs at the altar of the trinity for the founder's ſoul.

The other by Robert Fitz, who by the appointment of his laſt will, the ſeventeenth

of Henry the ſeventh, deviſed that his two houſes, the lion and the ram in the ſtews,

on the bank-ſide, near London, ſhould be ſold to build the chantry houſe, and endow

it with maintenance for one prieſt to celebrate at the altar of the trinity in Lewſham

church for the founder's ſoul.

LEYBOURNE, in the hundred of Larkfield, was the ancient demean of the lords

Leybourne, who erected here a caſtle eſteemed a ſtrong pile in our anceſtors days;

however the ruins and rags of it at preſent appear mean and deſpicable, yet it hath

by ſeveral gradations ſunk into this condition. The firſt of which family, which I

find to be eminent, was," Roger de Leybourne, who is enrolled in the catalogue of

thoſe Kentiſh knights, who accompanied Richard the firſt to the ſiege of Acon,

and another Roger de Leybourne is in the roll of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen who aſ

ſiſted Henry the third, in his expedition into Gaſcony, in the thirty-ſeventh year of

his reign, and afterwards was a principal partiſan of Simon de Montfort’s, in his

emotions and rude efforts againſt his ſcepter and government; for which he was par

doned by the act of Amneſtia, or pacification of that prince, made in the fiftieth

year of his reign at Killingworth, and this is that Roger which ſlew Ernulphus de

Monteney, at a meeting of the round table, in the thirty-fixth year of Henry the

ſixth, and was the huſband of Eleanor, counteſs of Wincheſter. Sir Henry and Sir

Simon de Leybourne are recorded in the liſt of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen, who aſſiſted

Edward the firſt, in his fiege of Carlaverock in Scotland, in the twenty eighth year

of his reign , and for their ſignal ſervice performed in that expedition, were digni

fied with the order of knighthood. William de Leybourne, one of this family, was

frequently ſummoned to fit in parliament as baron, in the reign of Edward the firſt,

and by that title ſubſcribes in that memorable letter, which the aboveſaid prince and

all the Engliſh peerage wrote to the pope, in the year of grace 1301, that is, in the

tweny-ninth of Edward the firſt's government, to juſtify thoſe grounds on which the

war was then commenced againſt the Scots; and this William was the ſon of Roger

de Leybourne, which Roger was ſheriff of Kent, the forty-eighth and fiftieth of

Henry the third. The laſt of this family was Roger de Leybourne, who tranſmitted

this caſtle and manor to his ſole daughter and heir Juliana de Leybourne, firſt mar

ried to Joſeph de Haſtings, and ſecondly, to William de Clinton, earl of Hunting

don, by both which huſbands ſhe had no iſſue ; ſo that dying in the forty-third year

of Edward the third, after all titles were winnowed by a ſerious inquiſition, there

was none diſcovered that could by a pretended claim, either of direct or collateral

alliance, challenge her eſtate. So that her patrimony here lapſed by eſchest to the

CrOW in
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crown, after which, king Richard the ſecond, by patent, in the ninth year of his

reign, part. prima, memb. 26. grants it to Sir Simon Burleigh, lord warden of the

cinque ports; but, he being ſhortly after attainted with the guilt of high treaſon,

and his eſtate confiſcated, this manor and caſtle reverts to the demean of the crown,

and the ſame king Richard, in the twelfth year of his reign, grants it to the abby

of Grace upon Tower-hill, and in their revenue it continued ſhut up till the diſſolu

tion of this convent, and then king Henry the eighth, about the thiry-ſeventh year

of his reign, granted it to Sir Edward North, who not long after alienated it to

Robert Goſnold; and he in the ſecond year of queen Elizabeth, gave it to Robert

Godden, who ſome few years after, by ſale paſſed it away to Sir John Lewſon, knight,

of Whorns-place in Cuckſton, whoſe ſon Sir Richard Lewſon, affecting more to live

in Staffordſhire, alienated his Kentiſh lands; amongſt which, this was ſold to Henry

Clerke, ſerjeant at law, and recorder of Rocheſter, who being lately deceaſed, his

ſon and heir Francis Clerke, Eſquire, enjoys the profits and poſſeſſion of it, of whoſe

family I have ſpoke at Frenſbury, and ſhall ſpeak more at Ulcombe.

The Grange in this pariſh, is the manſion of Mr. Robert Oliver; and hath been

for fundry deſcents, reſident in that name, though the original ſirname be Quintin;

they being deſcended from Anſelinus or Anſelmus de Quintin, that paid reſpective

aid for the manor of Woodfold in Yalding, in the twentieth year of Edward the

third, at the making the Black Prince, knight. Now if you will know how the

name of Quintin reſolved into that of Oliver, I ſhall inform you. William Quintin

purchaſed lands in Seal called Hilks, the eleventh of February, and in the eleventh

year of Henry the ſixth, and in the deed of purchaſe, he is often called Filius Oliveri,

without the addition of Quintin, and ſo by vulgar acceptation, and inadvertency,

they came by common miſtake to be called Oliver; yet in all deeds and other eſ

cripts, to preſerve their ancient and original denomination, they write Oliver, alias

Quintin.

LIDDE, in old Saxon records is written Hlida, which certainly was derived from

the Latin word Litus; it importing as much in that dialect, likewiſe, as the ſhore,

and the ſituation of the place, being not far diſtant from the ſea, does ſeem to abet

the etymology. It is ſituated in the hundred of Langport, which extraćts its name

from a manor in this pariſh, called Old Langport, which was the poſſeſſion of a

family whoſe ſirname was Ikin. And John Ikin, I find by an inquiſition taken in

the thirty-ſecond year of Edward the third, was at his death, which was then,

poſſeſſed of it. After Ikin, a good old family called Hund, were lords of the in

heritance ; and Sir John Hund, who lies buried in the church of Lidde, lived here

in the reign of Henry the ſixth. From this family it by ſale paſſed away to Belk

nap; in which name the poſſeſſion had not been long reſident, for Sir Edward Belknap,

ſon to Sir Henry Belknap, who purchaſed this place, died without iſſue, and ſo his

three ſiſters, Anne, Elizabeth, and Alice, became his three co-heirs, who married to

Sir Edward Wotton, Sir Philip Cooke, of Giddy-hall, and Sir William Shelley of

Michaelgrove, in Suſſex, who ſold his proportionable ſhare in this manor to Dannett;

and from Wotton and Dannett, two parts of it were afterwards conveyed away by

ſale to Godfrey, and the third was alienated by Cooke, to Mr. George Man, from

whom it deſcended to his brother Mr. William Man, who dying iſſueleſs, bequeathed

it to his nephew Sir William Man, of Canterbury.

New-Langport, called likewiſe Langport Septuans, was for many deſcents the pa

trimony of that noble family. Robert de Septuans held it at his death, which was

in the thirty-third year of Henry the third, and after him his grand-child William

Septuans, or Septemvannis, was poſſeſſed of it in the twenty-fifth year of Edward

the third, and ſo remained by the links of ſome deſcents faſtened to the inheritance

of this family, till William Septuans, this man's great grand-child, by ſale tran

flated his right in it to John Writtle, about the beginning of Henry the fixth :

where after the poſſeſſion had for ſome years ſettled, it was by ſale ſupplanted, and

ſeated in Henry Fertiplace, of Beſelſlith, in the county of Oxford; where after it

had for many years been fixed, it was at length ſold from this family, to James. But

here it had a very ſhort abode, for Thomas James, falling under a praemuhire, in the

fixth year of the reign of king James, forfeited it to the crown, and that prince the

next year after, paſſed it away to John lord Haddington; and he not long after, to

diſcharge
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diſcharge ſome debts in which he was engaged to Mr. Edward Cropley, of London,

paſſed it over to him for his ſatisfaction and re-imburſment.

jacks, alias jaques-court in this pariſh, was the demean of Echingham, a family

of principal note in Suſſex, where they were, jure nativo, ſeneſchalls of the rape of

Haitings, and of a proportionate revenue at Echingham in that county. The firſt

that I find of note in this place, was William de Echingham, who paid reſpective

aid, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, at the making the Black Prince

knight, for lands which he held here, and in Welland-Marſh, by the fourth part of

a knight's fee; and in this family did it for ſundry ages reſide, and was produćtive

of men that were very uſeful and ſubſervient to the intereſt of their country, where.

of William Echingham, ſon of the former William, was one of the conſervators of

the peace, for the county of Suſſex, in the firſt year of Richard the ſecond, and

died poſſeſſed of this place, in the fifteenth year of that prince ; but at length the

diſtaff prevailed againſt the ſpear, and this family concluded in a female heir ; for

Thomas Echingham dying without iſſue-male, Margaret his only daughter was mar

ried to Walter Blount, who had by her Jacks-court, which he left to his ſon Edward

Blount, lord Montjoy ; but he at his deceaſe leaving no iſſue, the inheritance of this

place came to Elizabeth his ſiſter and heir, married to Sir Andrew Windſor, after

wards created lord Windſor by Henry the eighth, who alienated this manſion to

Clache, by whoſe daughter and heir, it came to be the poſſeſſion of Stringer ; and

he ending likewiſe in a female heir, ſhe brought it to Scot of Scots-hall; who ſud

denly after ſold his right in it to Wilcocks, by whoſe two daughters and co-heirs,

in the memory of theſe times, it came to be divided between their two huſbands,

Bates and Knight.

The manor of Belgar or Belgrave, is ſituated likewiſe in Lidde; it was given with

the manor of Bilfington, to the priory of Bilfington, by John Maunſell the founder

of it; and was exchanged by the abbot and canons for other lands, not long be

fore the ſuppreſſion, with William St. Leger, by whom it was alienated to William

Middleton, and Edward Arthur, who after they had been ſome ſmall time ſeated in

their new acquiſitions, by joint-conſent paſſed away their right in it to Sherley of

Suſſex, who in our fathers memory, by ſale transferred the inheritance to Abdy,

deſcended from the Abdys, of Abdy-houſe, in the pariſh of Waith, in Yorkſhire,

whoſe heir, both to the name and Belgar alſo, is Sir Chriſtopher Abdy, a perſon who

for his general knowledge, may be called without the circumſtance of flattery, an

exchequer of human learning.

Scotney was the ſeat of a family ſo called ; for in the Book of aid, there is a

recital of one Richard de Scotney, who held lands in the Marſh not far diſtant; af.

terwards it came to the Aſhburnhams of Suſſex, but whether by purchaſe, or by

marriage of the heir of Scotney, is uncertain; though I rather believe it devolved

to them by marriage, becauſe Scotney in Lamberhurſt, divided by a remote diſtance

from this place, was likewiſe theirs; from Roger Aſhburnham it came to Henry

Chichley, archbiſhop of Canterbury, and he by gift tied it to his foundation of All

Souls college in Oxford, to whoſe revenue it remains at this inſtant time united.

Nod, in this pariſh of Lidde, was for ſundry ages the reſidence of the Derings,

before they were tranſplanted to Pluckley, and here are lands ſituated within the

verge of this pariſh, which by an undivided preſcription of many ages have been

named Derings; and Derings-Marſh, is a certain evidence to enforce the antiquity

of this family. But when they grew more delighted with the ſituation of Plackley

than this place, it was by . . . . . . . Dering, in the fourth year of Philip and Mary,

alienated to Mr. Peter Godfrey, of Lidde, and Surrenden was tied for his peace

able poſſeſſion in it.

Laſtly, here is Manerium Summi Altaris, ſo it is written in old Latin deeds, or the

manor of the high altar, which for many hundreds of years has been united to the

vicarage; but whether it was given to find veſtments for the prieſt to officiate in at

the high altar, or for a ſupply of wax tapers, or for proviſion of books to celebrate

maſs with, or laſtly, for all theſe uſes, united and complicated together, I know

not, becauſe the original inſtrument which fortified the donation is loſt, and ſo both

the uſe and donor are become uncertain.

There
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There was a water in Lidde called Gueſtling, whoſe courſe the prior of Chriſt

church did, by an inquiſition taken in the ninth year of Edward the ſecond, con

ſult how to alter. - -

If you will diſcover what price was ſet on timber, in elder times, an old epi

taph affixed to a tomb-ſtone, in Lidde church, will repreſent it to you. The in

feription recorded in old Engliſh ſpeaks thus. Of your charity pray for the

ſoul of Thomas Briggs, who died on the feaſt of St. Leonard the confeſſor, the year

of our Lord, 1442, and did doe make the roffe of this chirch, as far as 45

coplings goeth, which did coſt 45 marks. -

LIDDEN, in the hundreds of Folkſtone and Bewſborough, was a manor which

in elder times made up that vaſt patrimony which related to the knights templers

in this county ; but upon the total extirpation of that order here in England, in the

reign of Edward the ſecond, it was by the ſtatute called ſtatutum de terris ten

plariorum, made in the ſeventeenth year of that prince's government, ſettled by that

iolemn act upon the knights hoſpitalers, and remained treaſured up in their revenue,

until the diſbanding and final diſfipation of this order in this nation, by Henry the

eighth. And then being by that prince rent away, it was in the thirty-ſixth year

of the ſame prince, granted to John Wilde, Eſquire, for life only, and the re

mainder in fee, to the archbiſhop of Canterbury, and his ſucceſſors for ever; in

whoſe patrimony, according to the tenour of the original conceſſion, it lay involved

until that popular tempeſt which aroſe in theſe calamitous times, ſhook it off, and
*

caſt it into a ſecular intereſt. -

Cocleſcombe, and Swinkfield. Mennes, were of the ſame complexion with the former,

that is, they were firſt enwrapped in the demean of the knights templers, and after

wards ſupplanted, and faſtened to the revenue of the knights hoſpitalers, to whoſe

intereſt it continued firm, until the whirlwind of the public ſuppreſſion in the reign

of Henry the eighth, raviſhed them away; and then that prince, in the thirty-third

ear of his reign, by royal conceſſion, made them the inheritance of Edward Monins,

iquire, from whom, by ſucceſſive devolution, they are now come down to his

deſcendant Sir Edward Monins, of Walderſhare, baronet. -

Swanton-Court is the laſt place in this pariſh, which ſummons our remembrance.

It was (as appears by private deeds, muniments, and other authentic teſtimonies)

the ſeat and habitation for ſeveral deſcents of a family deeply rooted in this track,

whoſe firname was Greenford, and it is poſſible were originally extracted from a

manor known by that denomination in Middleſex ; who after they had flouriſhed

by a large decurſion of time, under a fair and unſtained eſtimate at this place, tranſ

mitted the propriety of this manſion to John Greenford, Eſquire, in whom this fa

mily found its tomb and period; for he dying without iſſue-male, in the eleventſt

year of Edward the fourth, Alice, his ſole daughter, became his heir, ard ſhe by

marrying with John Monins, Eſquire, linked this ſeat to his inheritance, and to this

family, and to his deſcendants hath the title ever ſince been ſo conſtantly wedded,

that it hath ſuffered no divorce, but remains at this inſtant united to the patrimony

of Sir Edward Monins, of Walderſhare, baronet.

LYMINGE lies in the hundred of Court At-Street, and was anciently famous

for land which was given here, by Edbaldus, ſon of Ethelbert king of Kent, to his

ſiſter Edburga, upon which ſhe erected a nunnery, and dedicated it to the honour of

St. Mildredſ; but the manor which belonged to it, was upon the ſuppreſſion,

granted by Henry the eighth to the ſee of Canterbury , and archbiſhop Cranmer, in

the twenty-ninth of that prince's government, exchanged it for other lands with the

crown; and the aboveſaid Henry the eighth, in the thirty-ſixth year of his reign,

ranted it to Sir Anthony Aucher, who after, in the rule of queen Mary, was ſlain

at Calais, whilſt he endeavoured to make good that city, and the Engliſh intereſt

together, by a noble and generous reſiſtance againſt the furious impreſſions and

onſet of the duke of Guiſe, and the French army, who then preſſed upon it with

a ſtreight and vigorous ſiege. But to go on ; after this place had continued in the

name, fince the time of the firſt conceſſion, even till ours, it was lately by Sir

Anthony Aucher of Bourne, ſold to Sir John Roberts, of Canterbury.

3 L. Eaſt
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Eaſt-Leigh was the manſion of a family which took their denomination from

hence; and there is mention in the Book of Aid, of William de Leigh, and Robert

de Leigh, who held land of the archbiſhop of Canterbury, by knight's ſervice, in

the twentieth of Edward the third; when this family was vaniſhed, and had de

ſerted the poſſeſſion of this place, which was about the beginning of Edward the

fourth ; the Allens, who came from Borden and Sedingbourne, were ingrafted into

the inheritance, but enjoyed it not long; for in the age ſubſequent to the firſt pur

chaſe, it was alienated to Fogge, who by as ſhort and ſudden a viciſſitude, diſ

poſed of his right in it to Cobbe of Cobbes-court, not far diſtant, in which family

the title was as brief, and as uncertain, as in any of the former; for by them, after

a poſſeſſion of ſome few years, it was alienated to Salkeld, deſcended originally from

the Salkelds of the north-riding in Yorkſhire, and biſhoprick of Durham.

Sibeton, vulgarly called Sibton and Sifton, is another manor which is contained

within Lyminge. It was of higher calculation the patrimony of Tibetot, a family

of no mean account, both in the counties of Leiceſter and Nottingham. And Robert

Tibetot was poſſeſſed of it at his death, which was in the ſeventeenth year of Edward

the third ; but after this man, I find no farther remembrance of any of his ſtock or

poſterity at this place, ſo that it ſeems his ſon ſold it to Walter Leigh, or At-Leigh

of Eaſt-Leigh in this pariſh, who was likewiſe concerned in an eſtate in Hertford

ſhire, where he was conſervator of the peace, in the firſt year of Richard the ſecond ;

and in this family did it reſide many years after ; for Thomas Leigh held it in poſ

ſeſſion at his deceaſe, which was in the ſeventeenth year of Henry the fixth ; but

after his death it was paſſed away to Allen, where the inheritance ſtayed not long ;

for from them it went away by ſale into the patrimony of Sir Joſeph Hales, who

was baron of the exchequer, in the reign of Henry the eighth, whoſe poſterity, an

age or two ſince, alienated their intereſt here to Salkeld.

LIMNE, in the hundred of Street, in ancient records written Limen, is im

proved into a high eſtimate, from thoſe many relicks and places of antiquity, which

lie ſcattered within the limits of it. And though now it carries with it an uncouth.

and deſolate aſpect, yet it was more flouriſhing in elder times, when prince Edward,

ſon to king Henry the third, (being then lord warden of the cinque ports) at this

place exacted an oath of fidelity of the barons of the ſame, to his father, againſt the

maintainers of the barons war. And at this place, or ſome other member of the

franchiſe, to which the court is adjourned from Shepway, the limenartha or lord

warden, receiveth his oath, at his firſt entry into his office. -

Berewick in this pariſh, was, upon the ſuppreſſion of the priory of Chriſt-church,

by king Henry the eighth, re-inſtated on the archdeacon of Canterbury, who had

here a caſtellated manſion, long before that tempeſtuous diſſolution, ſeated upon

the brow of a hill, and affording a delightful proſpect into France. The pages of

Doomſday book, repreſent it thus rated to us, in the twentieth of William the

the conqueror. In Limwarled in hundred de Strate, habet Willielmus de Edeſham de

£erra Monachorum, I manerium Berwick de Archiepiſcopo, quod tenuit Godridus Decanus,

& pro dimidio Sullingi ſe defendebat & nuncſimiliter, & ºff appretiatum XIlb.

Court at Street celebrates the memory of the noble family of Hadloe or Haudloe,

who as is manifeſt by ancient records, were, in times of a very high aſcent, lords of

this manor. * Nicholas de Hadloe had a charter of free-warren to all his lands in

Kent, and the grant of a market weekly, and a fair yearly to his manor of Court

at Street, in the forty firſt year of Henry the third. John de Hadloe is in the regiſter

of thoſe Kentiſh knights, who accompanied Edward the firſt into Scotland; and,

for his remarkable ſervice at the ſiege of Carlaverock, was made knight and ban

neret by that prince, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign. In the tenth year of

Edward the ſecond, a licence or patent was granted to John de Hadloe, and Mawd

his wife, to fortify and embattle diverſe caſtles and manors in which this was.

couched. In the firſt year of Edward the third, he was ſummoned to fit in par

liament as baron, and left this manſion thus ſolemnly ennobled to Nicholas de Had

loe,

* Nicholas de Hadloe is in the roll of thoſe Kentiſh worthies, who accompanied Richard the

firſt to the fiege of Acon.

*
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loe, in whom the male line expired, ſo that Alice, one of his daughters and co

heirs, upon the partition of the eſtate, brought this to be the patrimony of John

Colvill, and he in her right held it at his deceaſe, in the ſeventeenth year of Richard

the ſecond, as appears, Rot. Eſc. Num. 9. And from him did an uninterrupted clue

of paternal ſucceſſion, tranſport it to Edward Colvill, Eſquire, who in the thirty

fifth year of Henry the eighth, alienated it by ſale to Edward Thwaits, Eſquire;

and from him it did deſcend to Edward Thwaits, who in the eleventh year of queen

Elizabeth, conveyed it by ſale to Edward Jackman, and in this family did it refide,

until that time which fell within the circle of our fathers remembrance; and then it

was paſſed away to Sir William Hewets, who upon his deceaſe by teſtament, ſettled

it upon his third ſon the inſtant poſſeſſor Mr. William Hewet.

Bellaview, Otterpoole, and the appendant manor of Wellop, are all circumſcribed,

within the verge of Limne. The firſt of which, was both an eminent and ancient

ſeat of the Criolls, before they tranſlated themſelves to Oſtenhanger, by marryin

with the heir of Auberville; and the two laſt were wrapt up in that revenue, .#

was an appendage both to ſupport and enhance, the grandeur of it, and went col

lectively together with Joan, daughter and heir of Bertram de Crioll, to Richard de

Rokeſley, in the twenty third year of Edward the firſt, and remained with this family,

but until the next age ; and the ſame viciſſitude carried them off, by Joan his ſole

inheritrix, to Thomas de Poynings, in which name the propriety reſided until the

twelfth year of Henry the eighth; and then they devolved by ſucceſſive deſcent to

Sir Edward Poynings; but he dying without any legitimate iſſue, and there being

none of his alliance, that could by any collateral affinity pretend any viſible or

manifeſt title to the eſtate, it devolved by eſcheat, in the fourteenth year of that

prince, to the crown, from which Bellaview was again ſuddenly granted away to

Richard Bernys, Eſquire, and he not long after diſpoſed of it by ſale to Thomas

Wombwell of Northfleet, who in the twenty-fifth year of Henry the eighth, con

veyed it to Peter Heyman, Eſquire, from whom, not long after, it went away to

Bedingfield, deſcended from gentlemen of a deep and ancient extraction in the

county of Suffolk; and in this family did it fix, until the cuſtom of Gavelk nd

having broken and ſplit this manor into ſeveral parcels, and ſo made it the inheri

tance of ſeveral brothers, they by a joint concurrence, alienated their collective in

tereſt in it to Sir Edward Hales, knight and baronet, grandfather to Mr. Edward

Hales, who now enjoys the fee-ſimple of it. -

Otterpoole continued in the crown, until the thirty-ſeventh year of Henry the

eighth, and then it was inveſted by grant in Sir James Hales, from which family,

about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, it came over by ſale to Thomas Smith,

Eſquire, commonly called Cuſtomer Smith, anceſtor to the right honourable Philip

viſcount Strangford, the inſtant lord of the fee.

//ellop; another parcel of the eſcheated demean of Poynings, though it were -

granted in leaſe to Knatchbull, and others, yet the fee-ſimple ſtill lodged in the

crown, until king Charles paſſed it away to Sir Edward Hales, knight and baronet,

from whom it is now by deſcent devolved to his grand-child Sir Edward Hales of

Tunſtall.

LINGSTED lies in the hundred of Tenham, and hath two places in it, of emi

nent reputation. The firſt is Bedmancore, which was in times of a very high aſcent,

wrapped up in the patrimony of Cheyney, of whom I ſhall ſpeak more at Patrickſ

bourn Cheyney, their principal ſeat; the laſt of which family that held it was

William de Cheyney, who died poſſeſſed of it, in the eighth year of Edward the

third, as appears, Rot. Eſc. Num. 58. But after his deceaſe it was not long reſident

in this name ; for in the twenty-ſeventh year of the aboveſaid prince, I find it in the

tenure of William de Apulderfield, of whoſe family take this compendious proſ

pe&t. He was deſcended from * Henry de Apulderfield, of Apulderfield, in Coud

harn, who with his ſon Henry, are inſerted in the catalogue of thoſe eminent Kentiſh

gentlemen who were engaged with Richard the firſt, at the ſiege of Acon, in

Paleſtine. + Henry de Apulderfield, another of this family, accompanied Henry
the

* Exe veteri rot. penes Edo, Dering Mil. & Ba- + See the roll of Gaſcony. -

roxettazza defundum.
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the third, in his expedition into Gaſcony, and his ſon * Henry de Apulderfield,

with John de Lovetot, did by a commiſſion dated the fifteenth of November, in

the fixteenth year of Edward the firſt, ſit as juſtices of the ſewers for Romney

Marſh. And this Henry was ſheriff of Kent, the twenty-ſixth, and twenty-ſeventh

of the aboveſaid prince, and had iſſue William de Apulderfield the abovementioned

lord of Bedmancore, who was ſheriff of Kent, in the twenty-ſeventh and twenty

eighth of Edward the third, and again the thirty-firſt, thirty fourth, thirty-fifth,

thirty-ſixth, thirty-eighth, and forty-fourth years of the abovementioned prince,

and held his ſhrievalty at Lingſted. Henry Apulderfield, his ſon, was ſheriff of

Kent, the fifty firſt of Edward the third, in which that glorious prince paid that

tribute to nature we all owe ; and from this man, did Bedmancore deſcend to his

great grand-child Sir William Apulderfield, a man of very great eminence in the

reign of Henry the ſixth, and Edward the fourth, who concluded in a daughter

and heir called Elizabeth, married to Sir John Phineux, lord chief juſtice of the

King's-Bench, in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, as is atteſted by his monument in

Hern church, and he in her right became poſieſied of Bedmancore; but it was not

long faſtened to this name, for this man likewiſe concluded in two female co-heirs,

whereof Jane Phineux, one of them, married with John Roper, Eſquire; and

Middred the other, married James Diggs, of Diggs-court, in Berham, Eſquire ;

from the firſt alliance, Chriſtopher, now lord Roper, of Tenham, is lineally ex

tracted, and, by right of that conjugal union, is fortified in his preſent poſieſſion

and title to this place. *

Next to be remembered is Sewards, the ſeat of a ſecond ſtock of the well-ſpread

family of the Finches, ever ſince they married the heir of place and name, and after

they had ſprouted out into many fair branches at Kingſdown, Norton, Selling, and

other places. The ſole heir of this houſe at Sewards, was married to Sir Drew

Drury, of Norfolk, knight, gentleman uſher of the privy chamber to queen

Elizabeth, a gentleman of incorrupt integrity and wiſdom, to whom we aſcribe

the building of the great house againſt the church, where Mr. James Hugiſon

kept his ſhrievalty, in the ſeventeenth year of the late king, having ſome years be

fore purchaſed it of Sir Drew Drury his heir.

LlNTON, in the hundred of Twyford, was anciently under the juriſdićtion and

fignory of proprietors called Capell, who had a ſeat adopted into their ſirname,

and called Capelis-court ; a family certainly of great antiquity, and no leſs revenue

in this track. John at Capell held lands at Boxley called Tattelmell, in the thirty.

ſeventh year of Henry the third, as appears by that king's charter of inſpection,

of the foundation of Boxley abby, Cart. 37. Memb 9. Thomas at Capell, and

James at Capell, were to find two hobelers or light horſemen at Denge.iviarih, in

the eleventh year of Edward the third. And in this family did the title and pro

priety of this place reſide, until the reign of Henry the ſixth, and then it was paſſed

away to Baeſden; where, after it had for many years been permanent, it was almoſt

in our grand-fathers remembrance tranſplanted by ſale into Sir Anthony Mayney,

knight, grandfather to Sir Joſeph Mayney knight and baronet, the inſtant lord of

the fee.

Some part of Linton did for many deſcents relate to a family called Welldiſh, who

had here a chapel called Welldiſh his chapel, and bore upon their ſeals appendant

to ancient deeds three talbots paſſant, upon a chief a fox, in the ſame poiture with

the Talbots, which was aſſumed by this family, as the vulgar and conſtant tradition

of this pariſh aſlerts, to perpetuate, and inforce the memory of one of their an

ceſtors, who was huntſman to William the Conqueror. Finally after this name

had been fixed at this place, for ſo many deſcents, a conſiderable part of their

eſtate was in that age we name our grand-fathers, paſſed away to Walter Mayney,

Eſquire, from whom his ſucceſſor Sir Joſeph Mayney, now claims the propriety

of it.

LITTLEBOURNE, in the, hundred of Downhamford, was many hundred

years ſince given to thechurch of Canterbury (as the annals of St. Auguſtins teſtify) by

- Withredus

* See the printed laws of Romney Marſh.
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Withredus king of Kent. But here is the manor of Welle in this pariſh, which

was always under the juriſdićtion of lay proprietors. It was firſt the poſſeſſion of

John de Welle, ſometimes written At Well, fromthe. of his dwelling, which

perhaps was in a bottom; but this man, in the forty-fourth year of Henry the third,

made Ranulph Joremer his feoffee in truſt, who ſold it for his uſe to Reginald de

Cornehill, by whoſe daughter and heir, it came to Garwinton, of Beakeſbourne,

and in this name after it had been fixed ſome four deſcents, it went away to Haut ;

for William Garwinton died without iſſue; and ſo Margaret his kinſwoman, mar

ried to Richard Haute, who was a ſecond ſtock of the Hauts, of Bourne, became

his heir ; but long the right of it was not united to his family; for Richard Haut,

this man's ſon, left likewiſe only a daughter and heir called Margery, who altered

the poſſeſſion, and brought it with her to her huſband William Iſaack, who had by

her Edward Iſaack, and he determined in two daughters and co-heirs, Mary mar

ried to Thomas Apulton of Waldingfield, in the county of Suffolk, and the other,

firſt married to . . . . . . . Sydley, and after to Sir Henry Palmer, who by donation

from his wife, was endowed with the fee-ſimple of Well Court, and his ſucceſſor in

our father's memory, alienated it to lieutenant colonel Prude, ſlain at the ſiege of

Maeſtricht, who left it to his ſon Mr. Searles Prude, whoſe two daughters and co

heirs, are by his will, after his widow’s deceaſe, entituled to the inheritance.

Reginald de Cornehill, in the forty-fourth year of Henry the third, exchanged

lands with John de St. Leger, for lands at Lukedale, in Littlebourne, where he

founded a chantry, which was endowed with a new acceſſion of land by his wife

Matilda de Cornehill, and was confirmed by patent from Henry the third.

LOSE, in the hundred of Maidſtone, was in old Saxon records written HLOS ;

which imports as much as the lot or portion. It was, as the book of Chriſt-church

informs us, given by Ethelwulf, king of the South-Saxons, to Sneta, a widow and

her daughter, and they gave it back again to the monks of Chriſt church, in Can

terbury, to apparel them. In the conqueror's time, upon the general ſurvey re

corded in Doomſday Book, it was accounted as part of the ſix ſullings of Ferncleigh.

Pimps-court, that gave name to the knightly family of the Pimps, is in this pariſh,

although they made Nettleſted their more frequent place of abode. William de

Pimpe held this and other lands by a whole knight's fee, in the twentieth year of

Edward the third, at the making the Black Prince knight; and from this William

was John Pimpe, Eſquire, who was ſheriff of Kent, in the ſecond year of Henry

the ſeventh, lineally deſcended, who ſold this place to Edward Stafford, duke of

Buckingham, lord conſtable of England, whoſe diſaſtrous fate having engaged him

to make ſome dark applications to a wizard and a monk, about the ſucceſſion of

the crown, Henry the eighth, a prince of much jealouſy and fury, like an induſtrious

ſpider ſpun out venom enough out of this unhappy addreſs of his, to poiſon him

with the guilt of high treaſon, and ſo made the forfeiture of his life and fortune pa

the price of his vanity; upon whoſe ruin, his eſtate was, not long after his i.

and attaint, which was in the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth, by that prince

granted to his confident and favourite Sir John Rainsford, who after a brief enjoy

ment of it, paſſed it away to Sir Henry Iſley, who being attainted in the ſecond year

of queen Mary, for ſupporting by his aſſiſtance and concurrence the defection of

Sir Thomas Wiat, this reverted to the crown, and the ſame princeſs in the ſecond

year of her government, granted it by patent to Sir John Baker, whoſe ſucceſſor Sir

John Baker, baronet, hath lately paſſed it away to Thomas Floyd, of Gore-court,

Eſquire.

LUDDENHAM, in the hundred of Middleton, with the appendant manor of

Biſhop's-Buſh, was a branch of that ſpacious revenue, which did in theſe parts own

the Northwoods for poſſeſſors; and Roger de Northwood, in the forty-firſt year of

Henry the third, amongſt divers parcels of land which he altered from the nature of

gavelkind into knights ſervice, (of the which there is a particular recapitulation in the

Book of Aid) changed ninety acres of marſh land, which lay partly in Iwade, and

partly in his manor of Luddenham into that tenure. After the Northwoods, the

Frogenhalls were poſſeſſors of this place, and William Frogenhall had this amongſt
J other
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other lands in this track, which he died ſeized of, in the eighth year of Richard the

ſecond ; his ſon and heir was William Frogenhall, father to Thomas Frogenhall,

the laſt of the name at this place; for he left no iſſue male, ſo that the daughters

became his co-heirs. One of whom was Anne, who married Thomas Quadring

of London, and ſo this place became his inheritance, as being her proportion of

Frogenhall's eſtate ; but it quickly found an other owner; for Joan Quadring his

only daughter and heir, by marrying with Richard Dryland of Cokeſditch, in

Feverſham, incorporated it with the demean of that family; ſince which alliance,

it hath by a conſtant ſucceſſion been fixed in the poſſeſſion of the name of Dryland,

until of late years by an heir general, it came to own the ſignory of Kirton.

LUDDESDOWN, in the hundred of Taltingtrough, was (though now a pet

ty obſcure village) more noted formerly, when it was the patrimony of the barons

Montchenſie, of Swanſcamp-caſtle. Warren de Montchenfie, one of them, ob

tained a charter of free-warren to this manor of Ludſdowne, in the thirty-ſeventh

year of Henry the third; afterwards this man's ſucceſſor William de Monchenfie held

it, and ſat in parliament as baron of Swanſcamp, and dying in the year 1287, with

out iſſue male, left this and diverſe other places to Dionys his ſole daughter and heir,

who was married to Hugh de Vere, but died without iſſue, in the year of our

Lord, 1314, by which means the title of this place diverted to Joan de Montchenfie,

ſiſter to William above-named, and ſhe matched in marriage with William de

Valentia, earl of Pembroke, half brother to king Henry the third, and by him had

Aymer de Valence, who expired in two female co-heirs, one of whom, called Iſabel,

was married to Lawrence de Haſtings, who in her right was afterwards earl of

Pembroke, and proprietor of the fee-ſimple of this place; from whom it deſcended

to his grand-child John Haſtings, earl of Pembroke, who dying in the fourteenth

year of Richard the ſecond, left his eſtate in Kent, in which this was involved, to his

two kinſmen, Reginald Grey, and Richard Talbot, and upon the diviſion of it, this

manor was linked to the patrimony of Grey, and remained until the beginning of

Henry the ſixth, interwoven with the revenue of this family, and then I find it un

der the ſignory of that eminent peer and glorious ſoldier Thomas Montacute, earl of

Saliſbury, who in ſo many remarkable and triumphant conflićts, aſſerted the intereſt

of this nation in France, in the reign of the aboveſaid prince, and at laſt received a

mortal wound, by a ſplinter of a window ſtruck into his face by a canon ſhot, at the

ſiege of Orleans, of which he died 1428, and left his eſtate here to his natural ſon

James Montacute,” ſo written in the deed, but in all our printed books of nobility

falſly and corruptly John, and he in the thirtieth year of Henry the ſixth, conveyed

it by deed to Thomas Davy gentleman, and he not many years after alienated it to

Edward Nevill, baron of Aburgavenny; from whom it was tranſported by deſcent

to his ſucceſſor Henry lord Aburgavenny, who dying in the ninth year of queen

Elizabeth, without iſſue male, gave it to his ſecond brother Sir Edward Nevill; from

whom it is come down to his deſcendant, John lord Aburgavenny, the inſtant pro

prietor of it.

Buckland, in this pariſh, did acknowledge the Bucklands for its heirs and poſſeſſors,

who ſometimes did inhabit at Preſton, in Shorham, and ſometimes at this place;

which however now obſcure and deſpicable, was of credit when Sir John Buckland

- i. reſpective aid for his lands at Ludſdown, at the making of the Black Prince,

knight, in the twentieth of Edward the third ; from Buckland by a daughter and

heir, ſome few ages ſince, it came over with Preſton in Shorham, to Polhill, and in

that family is the title ſtill at this inſtant reſident.

LULLINGSTON, in the hundred of Axtan, was in ancient records written Lul

lingſton Roſſe; for Anketellus Roſſe held lands here in the twentieth of William

the conqueror. William de Roſſe, this man's grand-child (as appears by the pipe

rolls) held two knights fees in Lullingſton, in the firſt year of king John. Alexander

de Roſſe, this man's ſon, was one of the recognitores magne aſſe, or of the grand aſſiſe

about the end of that prince's rule; but not long after this the poſſeſſion of this

place was not linked to this family; for Lora de Roſſe, ſole daughter to William de

Roſſe, by marrying with William de Peyforer, faſtened it to the revenue of that ſtock,

- from

* Ex vºtuffin autographis penes Rich. Lea Arm, de Rocheſler.
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from whence it aſſumed the title of Lullingſton Peyforer; but it quickly deſerted

both the title and poſſeſſor ; for Gregory de Rokeſley, lord mayor of London,

in the ſeventh year of Edward the firſt, purchaſed it of the aboveſaid William, and

in the ſame year obtained a charter warren to his lands at this place. In the twentieth

year of Edward the third, John de Rokeſley, ſon to Walter Rokeſley, and grand

child to the before mentioned Gregory, paid aid for the manor of Lullingſton,

which held by a whole knight's fee, at the making the Black Prince knight. In the

thirty-third year of Edward the third, Sir John Peche purchaſed the manor of this

John de Rokeſley; this Sir John was ſon to Sir John de Peche, who was lord

warden of the cinque ports, and conſtable of Dover caſtle, and was called to par

liament among the barons, in the fourth year of Edward the third. In the ſame

year he bought Lullingſton, he obtained a charter of free warren to his lands there,

which was renewed, and by confirmation fortified in the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth

of Edward the third. Sir William Peche was his ſon and heir, whoſe widow the lady

Joane Peche, who died ſeized of this manor, in the eleventh year of Henry the

fourth, lies entombed in St. Mary Woolnoth church in London. Sir John Peche

was ſon and heir to them both. Sir William Peche was ſon and heir to this Sir John,

who died at Lullingſton, 1487, and had two children, Sir John Peche, knight and

banneret, who died ſans iſſue 5 (which Sir John, was a man of exemplary account,

being lord deputy of Calais, and of ſignal charity, as is evident by his munificence

and bounty towards the poor; for he founded the alms-houſes at Lullingſton, and

gave 50ol. to otherº uſes, to be performed by the Grocers company in London,

of which he was free) and Elizabeth married to John Hart, Eſquire, who in his

wife's right, upon the deceaſe of her brother, entered into the poſſeſſion of the

premiſes ; from whom it is tranſmitted to William Hart, Eſquire, his great grand

child, who hath the inſtant ſignory and fee ſimple of this manor of Lullington,

M.

AIDSTONE giveth name to the whole hundred wherein it is ſeated; an

elegant town it is, whether we confider it in reſpect of the uniform and re

gular building, or of the healthful ſituation of it, ſpreading itſelf out partly upon

a hill, and partly upon a valley; which are interlaced with a ſmall river which hath

its original about Leeds, and on the other ſide its banks are waſhed with the waters

of the Medway; from whence it primitively borrowed its name, being in Saxon

called Medwegſton. The places of moſt eminence which are circumſcribed within

the limits of it are, -

Firſt Buckland, which is ſituated on the oppoſite bank of the river, upon the knob

or knoll of an hill of eaſy aſcent; from whence it takes in a various and delightful

proſpect of the adjacent valley. It was anciently part of the demean of the Buck

lands; but whether it originally gave ſeat and ſirname to them or not, is not evident;

becauſe there was another place, which likewiſe bore this name, at Luddeſdowne,

and which alſo acknowledged itſelf to be parcel of their property. John de Buck

land held it at his death, which was in the third year of Edward the third, and his

ſon and heir was Sir John Buckland, who was a perſon of remarkable reputation

and note in this track, for he had lands about Wouldham, Halling, Snodland,

Ludſdowne and Shoreham, as well as at this place. After this name went out, the

lords Cobham were proprietors of Buckland, and in this family was the poſſeſſion

guided along by an undivided clew of ſeveral ages, till the unfortunate Henry lord

Cobham, about the entrance into the reign of king James, being with Sir Walter

Raleigh and others, entangled in a deſign, which the then preſent power, after a

ſerious and ſolemn debate, adjudged treaſonable, he could not unravel himſelf out of

it, but with the forfeiture, though not of life, yet of eſtate; but this manor before

his attaint being ſettled upon his lady Frances Cobham, as part of herjointure, upon

his deceaſe was granted by the crown to her, and the reverſion to Robert Cecil,º
O
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of Saliſbury, in reſpect he had married Elizabeth, daughter to William Brooke, lord

Cobham, and fiſter to this laſt lord Henry, and ſhe ſhortly after by marrying with

- - - - - - - FitzGerald, earl of Kildare, ſettled the preſent intereſt of it in him, and

he and his counteſs being embarked in a mutual and joint conſent with the above

mentioned earl of Saliſbury, paſſed away their right in it, about the year one thou

ſand fix hundred and eighteen, to William Horſpoole, Eſquire, who, in the memory

of theſe times, alienated the fee-ſimple to Mr. Engliſh of Suſſex.

Secondly, the manor of Maidſtone itſelf, with the palace, fall under conſideration.

They were in times of elder account belonging to the family of Cornhill, and

ſo continued till William de Cornhill deſiring to exemplify his zeal and devotion, by

ſome eminent acts of piety to the religion which thoſe times aſſerted, gave them to

Stephen Langton, archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the ſeventh year of the reign of king

John; many of whoſe ſucceſſors were benefactors both to the church and palace.

Boniface of Savoy (archbiſhop of Canterbury) about four hundred years ſince,

built here an hoſpital, then ſtiled the New-work, to the honour of St. Peter and

Paul, and Thomas the Martyr; which hoſpital William Courtney, likewiſe arch

biſhop, pulled down, and inſtituted a college upon the ruins of it, for ſecular prieſts,

devoted to the honour of All Saints; and alſo erected the collegiate church, as the

walls, diapered in ſundry places with his paternal coat, do eaſily evince.

John Ufford, alſo archbiſhop, about three hundred years ſince began the foundation

of that palace here; but dying before he had compleated the ſame, Simon Iſlip his

ſucceſſor gave it its perfection, and being afterwards crumbled into decay, John

Morton, likewiſe archbiſhop, not only repaired, but augmented it.

Maidſtone was governed by a portreve, until the time of king Edward the fixth,

by whoſe incorporation it came to be governed by a mayor, which privilege being

loſt, becauſe this town was enwrapped in Sir Thomas Wiat's inſurreótion againſt

queen Mary; queen Elizabeth not only reſtored the ſame, but, to improve it to more

eminence with a farther addition of honour, raiſed it into the degree of a borough.

Maidſtone, by the influence of Boniface of Savoy, archbiſhop of Canterbury, had

the grant of a market procured to be held here weekly on the Thurſday, as is mani

feſt, Pat. 45. Hen. tertii Memb, ſecunda.

Thomas Arundel archbiſhop of Canterbury, about two hundred and forty years

ſince, erected a chantry, for the brothers of Corpus Chriſti, now converted into the

free-ſchool, who by the rules of their primitive inſtitution were to pray for the fra

ternity of the Guild.

The manor and palace of Maidſtone being exchanged with the crown, by Thomas

archbiſhop of Canterbury, was by king Henry the eighth, about the thirty-ſecond

year of his reign, granted to Thomas Wiat the elder, and his unfortunate ſon Sir

Thomas Wiat, being attainted in the ſecond year of queen Mary, it devolved by

eſcheat to the crown, and continued there until queen Elizabeth granted it to John

Aſtley, Eſquire, maſter of the royal jewels, from whom it deſcended to Sir Jacob

Aſtley, created lord Aſtley, by the late king Charles at Oxford, in whoſe deſcendants

the propriety is at this inſtant reſident. But the manor continued in the tenure of

the crown, even until the reign of king Charles. For when king James had by his

gracious charter created dame Elizabeth Finch, widow of Sir Moile Finch of Eſtwell,

only daughter and heir of the right honourable Sir Thomas Heneage, of Copped

hall in Eſſex, vice chamberlain, and one of the privy council to queen Elizabeth,

viſcounteſs Maidſtone, to her and her iſſue-male, ſhe obtained the manor-in fee

farm for ever, and tranſmitted it to her ſon Sir Thomas Finch, in her right earl of

Winchelſey, from whom both the title of viſcount Maidſtone and the right of the

manor are devolved by paternal ſucceſſion, to the right honourable Heneage Finch,

the preſent earl of Winchelſey, and viſcount Maidſtone.

Leland notes that the archbiſhop's palace, was anciently a caſtle, and I verily be

lieve it was the caput baronia ; for the archbiſhops had more than one, and except

ing that at Saltwood, I have diligently ſearched, and can find none ſo likely as
this.

Goulds and Shepway do thirdly expoſe themſelves to our ſurvey; they were former

ly the demean of Winter of Winters, not far diſtant, and ſo remained till Robert Vin

ter
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ter founded in Maidſtone church that chantry, which bears the name of Gould's

chantry, about the fortieth year of Edward the third, and then he annexed both

theſe places to the foundation, for thoſe divine offices which were there to be per

formed; but upon the ſuppreſſion of this oratory, king Henry the eighth granted

Gould's and Shepway to Sir Thomas Wiat, who afterwards ſinking under the crime

of high treaſon, in the ſecond year of the government of queen Mary, ſhe upon

his attaint, granted them to Sir Walter Henley, from which family by pur

chaſe they came over to Andrews, but ſtayed not long there, for in our fathers

memory they were ſold to Sir Humphrey Tufton, late ſheriff of Kent, part of the

year 1654, and part of the year 1655.

Bigons, alias Digons, was the ancient ſeat of the worthy family of the Mapelyſdens,

and I have a deed in my cuſtody, wherein one Edward Mapelyſden is mentioned,

with this addition, Edwardus Mapelyſden de Digons. The deed bears date from the

twenty-fifth of Edward the third, and after the poſſeſſion had been for many genera

tions ſucceſſively reſident in this family, one of this name, being unfortunately con.

cerned in the defection of Sir Thomas Wiat, was blaſted with the guilt of high

treaſon, and ſo by conſequence his eſtate by confiſcation, eſcheated to the crown,

from which it was granted to Nicholas Barham, after ſerjeant at law, who did much

improve this fabrick, with a ſupplement of building, from whoſe heir it paſſed away

by ſale to Hawle, and from him again ſoon after to Sir Francis Berneham, to whom

this manſion owes much of its magnificence and ſplendor, whoſe ſon and heir Robert

Barneham, Eſquire, alienated his intereſt in it to Mr. Walter Francklin, who lately

conveyed it to Mr. Beale, of London.

jordans-court is a fifth place, which may exačt our notice, becauſe it gave ſeat and

firname to a family of that denomination; the next family, after this was expired,

which held it, was Roper, of the Ropers of St. Dunſtans, in Canterbury; and John

Roper ſold it to Edward and William Brouch, of Berſted, about the thirty-ſixth

year of Henry the ſixth, and they quickly after alienated their intereſt to At

wood, from whom the ſame fate carried it away to Pierce, who by ſale tranſmitted

his right to Cook, and he ſuddenly after demiſed it to Crooke, where after the title

had made ſome ſhort abode, the poſſeſſion was made over to Potkins, extracted from

the Potkins of Sevenoke, where the name was very ancient ; from Potkin, by his

daughter and co-heir, it deſcended to Virgo, who about the latter end of queen

Elizabeth, by ſale tranſlated the poſſeſſion into Waſhington, juſtice of peace, and

often in the commiſſion of ſewers, who ſold it to Godwin, from whom by purchaſe,

it came to be the inheritance of Criſp, who in our memory conveyed it away to Smith;

and he, ſome few years ſince, by ſale, inveſted the propriety in Mr. Beckman.

Sixthly, Sheals is not to be forgotten, becauſe it was the inheritance of Freming

ham ; for Ralph de Fremingham died ſeized of it, in the thirtieth year of Edward the

third, and when this family went out, the Pimps, of Pimps-court and Nettleſted, by

purchaſe became lords of the fee : from whom the ſame fate brought it to acknow

ledge the ſignory of the Iſleys, of Sundrich; and here it continued, till Sir Henry

Iſley, in the reign of queen Mary, being attainted of high treaſon, it became confiſ

cated to the crown, and ſhe in the ſecond year of her government, granted it to

Thomas Henley, Eſquire, of Courſehorne, in Cranbroke. in whoſe name and poſ.

terity the poſſeſſion has remained ſucceſſively planted till this day.

Seventhly, Chillington is not to be omitted, becauſe I find it in the regiſter of thoſe

lands which acknowledged the lords Cobham, for lords of the fee. And when

John de Cobham had obtained a charter of free-warren, in the ſeventeenth year

of Edward the third, to all his lands in Kent. The manor of Chillington is re

corded in the catalogue amongſt them. After them, it came (as the court-rolls and

private evidences of this place inform me) to acknowledge the ſignory and juriſ

dićtion of the Mapelyfdens of Digons, and remained circumſcribed in their revenue,

till queen Mary began to wield the Engliſh ſcepter, and then George Mapelyſden

being entangled beyond all retreat, in the unſucceſsful expedition of Sir Thomas

Wiat, miſcarried in that attempt, and loſt his eſtate by forfeiture to the crown,

2nd queen Mary granted it to Sir Walter Henley, who not long after ſold

his intereſt in it to Nicholas Barham, Eſquire, ſerjeant at law to queen

- 3 N - Elizabeth,
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Flizabeth, and his ſucceſſor alienated this place to Hawle, of Wye, whoſe grand

child Mr. George Hawle lately deceaſed, held the fee-ſimple of it. . .

Laſtly, within the ambute or limits of Maidſtone, ſtands an ancient caſtellated

houſe called the Moat. It did in times of great antiquity, relate to that patrimony

which confeſſed the ſignory of the noted family of Leybourne; for Roger de Ley

bourne obtained the grant of a market weekly on the Tueſday, and a fair yearly, to

continue three days at the feaſt of St. Croſs, in the fifty-firſt year of Henry the third,

as appears, Pat. 51. Hen. tertii Memb, 10. But before the beginning of Edward the

third, this name was withered and ſhrunk into decay at this place, and then Bar

tholomew lord Burghurſt, or Burwaſh, lord warden of the cinque ports, and one of

the firſt founders of the order of the garter, came to poſſeſs it, and inhabited here

in the twenty-ninth year of Edward the third, and poſſeſſed the ſignory called Shof

ford, on which the caſtle ſtands, and which one John de Shofford held by knight’s

ſervice, in the twentieth year (as appears by the Book of Aid) of Edward the third.

After the lords Burghurſt, the Woodvills were poſſeſſed of it, and removed from

Grafton, in the county of Northampton, where they had long continued, and

lived here. A fair monument of Woodvill, on the north ſide the chancel of Maid

ſtone church affirms it; and when king Henry the fixth created Richard Woodvill

conſtable of the Iſle of Wight, a baron of this nation, and elected him into the

order of the garter, his ſtyle was, lord Rivers, Grafton, and De la Moat; which ačt

of grace and favour, mollified a ſentence and fine of Ioool. impoſed upon him, for

marrying with Jaquet, daughter of Peter of Luxenburg, earl of St. Paul, widow of

John Plantagehet, duke of Bedford, without the king's licence. . But when king

Edward the fourth, had married Elizabeth, his eldeſt daughter, being widow to

Thomas marquiſs of Dorſet, he created him earl Rivers, and lord of the Iſle of

Wight, which titles he had obſerved were concomitant in ſome of the ſtiles of the

lords Rivers, or de Ripariis, who were the ancient earls of Devon, and aſſumed to

bear in an eſcutcheon of pretence upon his own atchievement the old coat aſcribed

commonly to Baldwin de Riparis, earl of Devon, viz. gules, a griffin ſegreamt or ;

which I note for criticks in armory to deſcant on, and return to the hiſtory of the

lace. When this good man, for ſo he was noted to be, was miſerably maſſacred by

ki, Ridiſdale, captain of the lewd people of Northamptonſhire, who took him

at Edgcot-Field, and ſtruck off his head at Northampton (their will being their

law, and miſchief miniſter to their wild deſigns) all his ſeven ſons who ſurvived

him, died without iſſue, and then Sir Henry Wyat becomes owner of this place,

grand-father to Sir Thomas Wiat, afterwards his ſucceſſor in the poſſeſſion of it,

whoſe diſaſtrous tragedy is preſented at Boxley ; upon whoſe untimely exit, Hugh

Warham, in the ſecond year of queen Mary, by grant from the crown, enters upon

it, from whom alderman Rither, afterwards lord mayor of London, and known by

the name of Sir William Rither, purchaſed and repaired it, and left it to his daugh

ter and co-heir, the lady Suſan Caeſar, whoſe eldeſt ſon Thomas Caeſar, Eſquire,

and his mother concurring together, diſpoſed of their right in it by ſale to Sir

Humphrey Tufton, knight and baronet, ſecond ſon to Sir John Tufton, knight and

baronet, and brother to Nicholas Tufton, earl of Thanet, who was father to John

the preſent earl. -

There was a family ſirnamed de Maidſtone, whoſe blazon upon a monument in

Ulcombe church is, ſable, a chevron between three cups covered, argent, crowned or.

William de Maidſtone the king's valet being ſent to the court of Rome with cer

tain inſtruments, and other expreſſes, deceaſed in his journey, as appears, Pat. an

no quinto Edwardi primi, prima pars.

Pinenden-heath confines upon Maidſtone, and is eminent for the puniſhment of ma

lefactors, and the frequent aſſemblies of freeholders, who here convene to elect ſuch

perſons for knights of the ſhire, as may repreſent the county in parliament. But it

was in elder times more famous for that great convention of Engliſh and Normans,

who met there in the fourth year of William the Conquror, to decide the great con

troverſy which then broke forth, between Lanfranc, archbiſhop of Canterbury, and

Odo earl of Kent, touching ſome lands and privileges which the ſaid archbiſhop al

ledged, were by an unjuſt uſurpation by the aboveſaid Odo raviſhed away from the

church; which becauſe it gives.us a full proſpect of that exorbitant and wide power

- - which
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which the clergy of thoſe times did entitle themſelves to, I ſhall endeavour to

pourtray it in as brief and narrow a landſcape, as I have penciled it out by Textus

Roffenſis, an old book in manuſcript ſo called, where it is more voluminouſly re

reſented.
P At Pinenden-heath (ſays Textus Roffenſis) in the fourth year of William the Con

queror, there was an aſſembly of the graveſt and diſcreeteſt of the Engliſh and

Normans, by a ſignal deciſion and debate, to determine of that controverſy, which

did formerly ariſe between Odo biſhop of Baieux, and earl of Kent, touching ſome

lands and privileges which were detained from the church by the ſaid earl, and

Lanfranc archbiſhop of Canterbury. The ſaid diſpute or debate laſted three days ;

after the expiration of which, the ſaid archbiſhop recovered ſeveral lands which he

the ſaid Odo and his tenants then held, which were Herbert the ſon of Ivo, Turold

of Rocheſter, Ralph de Curva Spina, and Hugh de Montfort, with all the franchiſes

belonging to them, as namely, Sac and Soc, Toll and Theam, Infangtheof and

Outfangtheof, Flymena, Firmth, Grithbreach, Foreſtall, Heinfare, and Cerſett,

(the laſt of which, becauſe none of our interpreters of the dark and obſcure terms

of the law do explain, I ſhall; it was a rent charge of a certain proportion of corn

in the ear, paid at the feaſt of St. Martin) with all cuſtoms greater or leſs, both on

the land and on the water; and it was tried and proved by all the honeſt and wiſe

men, both Normans and Engliſh who were preſent, that as the king himſelf, holds

his lands quiet, and free in his demean, ſo the archbiſhop holds all his lands wholly,

quiet, and free in his demean. In the preſence of theſe, it was ſhewn by many

and moſt evident reaſons, that the king hath no cuſtoms in the church of Can

terbury, but only three, which are theſe. If any man dig in the king's highway, or

cut down any tree to ſtop it, if any man ſhall be apprehended and found culpable,

whilſt they are in doing ſuch things, whether pledges be taken of them or not, yet

by proſecution of the king's officer, and by pledges they ſhall amend what is un.

juſtly done. The third cuſtom is, if any man commit blood-ſhed on the king's

highway; if whilſt he does it, he be apprehended and impriſoned, he ſhall then make

amends unto the king; but if he ſhall not be apprehended, but depart without

giving any pledge, the king may not in juſtice require any thing of him. And it

was at the ſame time farther determined, that if any perſon did commit blood-ſhed,

or manſlaughter, in places which were within the liberties of the church of Canter

bury, from the time that the church left off to fing Alleluiah, to the očtaves of

Eaſter; that then he ſhould make amends only to the archbiſhop. And it was like

wiſe ſhewed at the ſame time, that whoſoever ſhould commit the crime of childwit,

that is, of baſtardy, if it were in Lent, the archbiſhop ſhould have the whole ſa

tisfaction; but if out of Lent, than he ſhould have only half of it.

There were preſent at this aſſembly, Goisfrid, biſhop of Conſtance, the king's

ſubſtitute, Ernoſt biſhop of Rocheſter, Egelric or Agelric, biſhop of Selſey and

Chicheſter, a man of deep inſight in the conſtitutions eccleſiaſtical, and of ſo great

an age, that he was brought in a waggon, for his diſcuſſion and declaration, (ſays

Textus Roffenſis) upon the known laws, uſages, franchiſes, and cuſtoms of holy church;

Hugh de Montfort, William de Acres, Richard de Tunbridge, and laſtly, Haymo,

ſheriff of Kent. - - -

TOWN MALLING and EAST MALLING, lie in the hundred of Larkfield,

and were both manors which related to that revenue, which made up the patrimony

of the nunnery of Town Malling, which was founded by Gundulphus, biſhop of

Rocheſter, about the year 1090, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and had the

ehurch itſelf, which was likewiſe named after the bleſſed Virgin, and the chapel of

St. Leonard's not far diſtant. Though this Gundulphus was the founder, yet

Haimo de Heath, as appears by the records of Rocheſter, was an eminent benefactor

to it about the year 1339. Both theſe manors upon the ſuppreſſion having aug

mented the revenue of the crown, they reſted there, until the fourth year of Edward

the fixth, and then they were granted in leaſe for life, to Sir Hugh Cartwright,

and upon his deceaſe, they were paſſed away upon the ſame condition to Pierpoint;

and he conveyed them to William Brook, lord Cobham ; whoſe ſon Henry lord

Cobham, being attainted in the ſecond year of king James. they were re-aſſumed

by the crown, and after granted in leaſe to Sir . . . . . Fitz-James, and he paſſed

away his intereſt in it to Sir Robert Brett, by whoſe widow it came to Humphrey de

Linde,
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Linde, a man furniſhed with a liberal ſtock both of divine and human learning;

but the fee-ſimple continued with the crown, until the twenty-firſt of king James;

and then they were granted for ever to John Rayney Eſquire, which conceſſion was

fully ratified by king Charles, (to whom the profits of theſe manors were aſſigned

when he was prince, towards the ſupport of his court) in the ſecond year of his

reign, to Sir John Rayney, now of Wrotham, knight and baronet, which Sir John

is lineally deſcended from John Reignie (for ſo the name in old deeds is written)

who held the manor of Edgeford, in Devon, and Smitheley-hall, in Yorkſhire, in

the reign of Edward the third, ſtill the poſſeſſion of this family. Which John was

originally extraćted from Sir John de Reignie, who, as is manifeſt by the old rolls

and regiſters of this family, held the manor of Newton, in Cumberland, in the

reign of Henry the third.

Weſt-Malling had a market granted to it on the Saturday, by Henry the third, at

the inſtance of the lady abbeſs of that place ; to whom, and to the name of this

cloiſter, the vicar of Eaſt-Malling, was, jure loci, always confeſſor.

Parrocks and Ewell are two appendant manors, involved in the manor of Weſt

Malling, whoſe fee-ſimple was paſſed away to John Rayney, Eſquire, when the

other was united by grant to his demean, the firſt of which lay in Brenchley, and

was in leaſe many years from the nunnery to Hextall, whoſe female heir brought

it to Whetenhall; and Sir Richard Whetenhall, in the twelfth year of queen

Elizabeth, ſold it to George lord Cobham, and his ſon Henry lord Cobham, alie

nated it to Sir Thomas Fane, anceſtor to Mildmay, earl of Weſtmorland; whoſe

leaſe being lately expired, it is now come to confeſs Sir John Reyney, knight and

baronet, for ſole proprietor.

Borough-court, in Eaſt-Malling, was parcel of the ancient demean of the noble

family of Colepeper, of Preſton, in Alresford, and was found united to their re

venue, at the death of Walter Colepeper, Eſquire, which was in the firſt year of

Edward the third; and in this family did it continue involved for fundry ages, till

almoſt in our grand-fathers memory, it was by ſale conveyed away to Shakerley,

deſcended from the Shakerleys, of Shakerley, in Lancaſhire; but it made no long

abode here, for in the age ſubſequent to that wherein it was purchaſed, this family

reſolved into a daughter and heir, who was married to Beauley, deſcended from

the Beauleys, of Beauleys court, in Wouldham, who brought Borough-court along

with her, into the poſſeſſion of that family, and left it to her only daughter and

heir Mary Beauley, who by marrying lately with Mr. . . . . . . . Baſs of Suffolk,

hath made it parcel of his intereſt and property.

MARDEN is not parcel only of the hundred of Middleton or Milton, but an

appendage of the manor alſo ; but becauſe they are divided by ſo remote a diſtance,

from the abovementioned place, they in elder times made their applications, by

humble addreſſes to the crown, of whoſe revenue this pariſh was a limb, to reſcue

them from that burden, which cruſhed the ſhoulder, and to permit that this pariſh,

ſuo integro dominio, & juriſdictione comple:feretur, might be circumſcribed within the

ſphere and circumference of its own ſignory, without any adherence or connection

to any other; but it ſeems the beams of majeſty, not beating with any propitious

influence on this deſign, it grew not up to that ſtature, and perfection, it did firſt

aſpire to ; ſo that it remained an imperfect moiety of a manor, under which notion

it is repreſented to us at preſent. Yet, in the ninth year of Edward the firſt, Eleanor,

wife to that prince, obtained a market weekly, and a fair yearly, to be obſerved at

this place, and being improved with theſe advantageous franchiſes, it remained mar

ſhalled in the inventory of the royal demean, until the ſecond year of king James,

and then it was paſſed away by grant to Philip, then earl of Montgomery, upon whoſe

late deceaſe it was diſpoſed by will to own the intereſt of his ſecond ſon Mr. James

Herbert.

Cheveney and Cheyency-houſe, are both within the verge of Marden, and were en

tituled to a family of that ſirname. Henry de Cheveney held it at his death, which

was in the ſecond year of Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num, 59. And after him

Joan, the wife of John Cheveney, his ſon was, in enjoyment of it at her deceaſe,

which was in the thirty-ſecond year of Edward the third. Rot. Eſc. Num. 5. But

º after

* Ex autographis penes Jo. Reyney, milit. & baronetum.
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after this I find no farther remembrance of this family at this place; for in the

ſecond year of Richard the ſecond, I diſcover by an ancient court-roll, one William

Atweld to have held the propriety of it. And in this family was the title ſo lodged

until the beginning of Henry the ſixth, and then it was tranſmitted by ſale to

Couper, and in the thirteenth year of that monarch, I find one William Couper to

have diſcharged ſome perſons of ſome amerciaments, and fines impoſed upon them

for not performing ſuit and ſervice at this manor of Cheveney; and in this family

was the intereſt ſucceſſively reſident, until the beginning of queen Mary, and then

this houſe and manor being by the cuſtom of Gavelkind ground into two parcels,

and thoſe poſſeſſed by two brothers, co-heirs, one of them paſſed away Cheveney

houſe to Mapleſden, in which name it is yet conſtant, and the other alienated the

manor of Cheveney to Lone ; from whom Mr. . . . . . . . Lone the inſtant pro

prietor is lineally extracted.

Sipherſ! is another little manor in Marden, which had poſſeſſors here of that fir

name, until the latter end of Edward the third, and then they being aboliſhed and the

fee-ſimple abandonded and ſurrendered to William Atweld, about the ſecond year of

Richard the ſecond, that name was entituled to the eſtate here, until the beginning

of Henry the ſixth, and then it was alienated with Cheveney to Couper, in whom

the fee ſimple had not been long conſtant, when it was demiſed to John Field, and

he made his will in the ſeventeenth year of Edward the fourth, and gives it to his

fon Joſeph Field, and from him did it by deſcendant right devolve to his ſucceſſor

Edward Field, who held it in the fourth year of queen Elizabeth, and after gave it to

his kinſman Thomas Gilbert, whoſe ſucceſſor Thomas Gilbert having ſettled it on

his widow Sibil Gilbert, it is now, in her right poſſeſſed by her ſecond huſband

Mr. Richard Knight.
Tildens, Stubbins, and Brooke, are three other inconfiderable manors in this pariſh;

which had three owners of theſe denominations, the firſt of which were perſons of

eminence in this county, and had an eſtate at Wye. . Catts-place in Brenchley and

at Tilmanſton likewiſe, as it appears by the Book of Aid, where there is an aſſeſſ

ment laid upon the lands of William Tilden, in the twentieth year of Edward the

third, at making the Black Prince knight , but to proceed, the proprietor of theſe

three places were conſtantly under the dominion of theſe three families, until the

latter end of Henry the fourth, and then Stubbins was paſſed away to Tilden, in

whom both Stubbins and Tildens remained combined and wound up together, until

the beginning of Henry the fixth, and then they were demiſed to Thomas Stidolfe,

Eſquire, and he made his will in the year 1453, and therein mentions Stubbins and

Tildens to have been purchaſed of Tilden, and Brooke of Richard Brooke; but

this family about the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, determining in a female in

heritrix (married to Richard Vane, Eſquire) united theſe three manors to his patri

mony, and from him by the traverſes of ſeveral deſcents, are they now come down

to be poſſeſſed by the right honourable Mildmay Vane, earl of Weſtmoreland.

Monkton is a manor in Marden, which made up the demean of the priory of

Leeds, and upon the ſuppreſſion of that cloiſter, was by king Henry the eighth,

granted to Thomas Colepeper, of Bedgebury, Eſquire, who not long after alienated

it to Thomas Wilford, Eſquire, and he in the ſeventh year of queen Elizabeth to
Thomas Stanley ; in which family it remained, until our fathers remembrance, and

then it was demiſed by ſale to Mr. . . . . . . Board of Suſſex.
Iſhitherſ, written in old records Wagherſ, was as high as times which extend them

felves to the reign of king John and Henry the third, the patrimony of a family of
no cheap account in Kent, whoſe firname was Corbie, whoſe ancient ſeat was at a

place in Eltham, now ſhrunk into obſcurity, called Corbies-caſtle, and continued

annexed to their demean, until it came to be poſſeſſed by Robert Corbie, and he
determining in Joan his ſole inheritrix, married to Sir Nicholas W otton, lord mayor

of London, made it his demean, and from him it was by paternal deſcent, tranſ

ported to Thomas lord Wotton, who ſettled it on Katharine his eldeſt daughter,

married to Henry lord Stanhope.

St MARY-CHURCH in Romney Marſh, lies in the hundreds of St.Martin's and

New-church, and was anciently folded up in that large demean which did acknow

ledge the dominion of the Criolls; John de Crioll or Keriel of a youngerº
g O IOT1
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from Betram de Crioll held it at is death, which was in the forty-ninth year of

Edward the third, and tranſmitted it to his ſon Sir Nicholas Crioll ; from whom by

a continued ſucceſſion, it devolved to Sir Thomas Crioll, knight of the garter, who

falling an oblation at the battle of St. Albans, to the cauſe and quarrel of the houſe

of York, by his daughter and heir it came to be the inheritance of John Fogge,

who left it to his ſon Thomas Fogge ; and though he determined in two daughters

and co-heirs, Alice married to William Scot, and Anne firſt married to Edward

Scot, and after to Henry Iſham, yet it ſeems (to improve and continue the name)

he gave this and other lands to his kinſman George Fogge, whoſe poſterity enjoyed

it even until our fathers men.ory, and then it was alienated to Calkeredge.

St. MARY’s, in the hundred of Hoo, was (as appears by Sir Thomas Wiſeman's

evidences, for I can trace not any notice of it in public records) in the reign of

Edward the fourth, (for no higher do the deeds arrive at) in the hands of one

William Halton, who ſold the ſame to William Lemyng, citizen and grocer of

London, as appears by a deed dated the twenty-ſecond day of October, in the eighth

year of the ſaid king's reign. Afterwards I find this aboveſaid manor in the hands

of Sir John Brooke, lord Cobham, in the reign of Henry the ſeventh; but from

whom it came to him, the evidences do not diſcover; but I find, that in the ſeventh

year of that king's reign, the ſaid lord Cobham ſold the above ſaid manor to Sir

Robert Reade, then ſerjeant at law, but after lord chief juſtice of the common

pleas; who concluding in three daughters and co-heirs; i)orothy married to Sir

Edward Wotton of Boughton Malherbe ; Katharine married to Sir Thomas Wil

loughbie, ſecond ſon of Chriſtopher Willoughbie, lord Willoughbie of Ereſbye;

and Margaret married to Sir John Harcourt of Elnal, in the county of Stafford, this

manor of St. Mary's in her right, deſcending to this family, the aboveſaid Sir John

and the lady Margaret his wife, did, in the thirtieth year of Henry the eighth, ex

change the ſaid manor of St. Mary Hall with John Wiſeman gentleman, for the

priory of Ronton, in the county of Stafford; ſince which time the ſaid manor hath

continued in the name of Wiſeman, and is at this inſtant in the poſſeſſion of Sir

Thomas Wiſeman, of Riven Hall, in the county of Eſſex, knight.

Newland is a manor ſituated in St. Mary's, which was, as high as can be traced,

by any track of evidence, the inheritance of Somer, vulgarly now called Somers.

Richard le Somer made his will, as appears by the records of Rocheſter, in the year

of Grace 1347, and died ſeized of this place, lands in Halſtow, Higham, Leigh, and

elſewhere, and from him did it come down by the channel of deſcent to John Somer,

who was chancellor of the exchequer, in the reign of Henry the ſixth, who was a

great benefactor to the priory of Chriſt-church, in whoſe cloiſter the arms of this

family remain inſculped in ſtone, as a memorial of his benefice: the laſt of this family

who held this place, was Sir William Somer, who was thrice employed as public

embaſſador to foreign ſtates by queen Elizabeth, and he deceaſed without iſſue male,

ſo that his two daughters, married to Sir Alexander Temple, and Sir James Cromer,

became his co-heirs; but this manor of Newland upon the petition was united to the

demean of Temple, whoſe heir hath lately paſſed it away to the treaſurers of the cheſt,

for ſick and maimed ſeamen at Chatham. -

MERSHAM, in the hundred of Chart and Longbridge, was given by Siward and

Mawde his wife to the monks of St. Auguſtins, for ſupport of their diet, which con

ceſſion of their's was afterwards confirmed (as appears by the book of Chriſt-church)

by the royal authority of Edward the confeſſor, and ſo remained wrapped up in the

demean of the church till the diſſolution of that convent, and then it fell into the re

venue of the crown; and king Henry the eighth, in the thirty-third year of his

reign, ſettled it on the newly erected dean and chapter of Canterbury.

Quatherington in this pariſh, vulgarly called Quarington, was the ancient reſidence

of the Blechendens, till William Blechenden by marriage with Agnes, daughter and

co-heir of . . . . . Godfrey, of Aldington. became in her right, maſter of Simnell in

that pariſh, and ſo left his habitation at Merſham, to enjoy his new acquiſitions at Al

dington; certainly they were very anciently feated if not at this place, yet in this

pariſh, for I have ſeen the draught of a pedigree united together by Clarencieux

Cooke, wherein they are brought down from Nicholas de Blechenden, who

flouriſhed
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flouriſhed here at Merſham, in the reign of Edward the firſt; though I confeſs the

evidences of Quarington reach no higher then William Blechenden, who is made in

the pedigree, to be grand-child to the aboveſaid Nicholas, and who flouriſhed in the

reign of Richard the ſecond: after the Blechendens, the Cleggates of Canterbury be

came in our grand-fathers memory, to be lords of the fee; but not long after alienated

their right in it to Eaſtday and Saltwood, from whom the like current of ſucceſſion

wafted it over to Knatchbull, from whom the right deſcended to Sir Norton Knatch

bull, a perſon who for his favour and love to learning and antiquity, in times when

they are both fallen under ſuch cheapneſs and contempt, cannot be mentioned with

out an epithet equivalent to ſo juſt a merit. - -

MEPEHAM, in the hundred of Totingtrough, was given to the monks of

Canterbury, for their ſupply of diet by Ediva the queen, mother of the two kings,

Edmund, and Eadred, (as appears by the book of Chriſt-church) in the year of

Grace 861. Upon the ſuppreſſion of that fraternity, it increaſed by its addition,

the revenue of the crown; but it was ſuddenly after in the twenty-ninth year of

Henry the eighth, reſtored to the church, and ſo continued till theſe unfortunate

times chained it to the patrimony of the ſee of Canterbury, whoſe archbiſhops it ſeems

had a ſpecial regard to this place; for William Courtney, one of them, rebuilded the

Church, which by the onſets of time was ſhrunk into dilapidation and rubbiſh, and

erected likewiſe ſome alms-houſes here for the ſupport and maintenance of the poor

of this pariſh. º -

The manor of Dodmore lies within the circuit of Mepeham, and was, as high as

the beam of any deed can diſcover to me, the poſſeſſion of the noble and knightly

family of Huntingfield. Sir Peter Huntingfield, by his deed ſans date, does demiſe it

to his kinſman Walter Huntingfield, and he by deed likewiſe without any date af.

fixed to it paſſed it, away to John Smith, and he in the forty-ſeventh year of Edward

the third, conveyed his right in it by ſale to Richard Ideleigh, from whom the

Ideleighs of Eaſture in Chilham, and Rollingin at Goodneſton in Eaſt-Kent original

ly branched out. But here the private muniments of this place, by whoſe light I

have walked, break off; ſo that I muſt make a gap in my intelligence, and ſkip into

the reign of Henry the eighth. In the ninth year of whoſe government, I find by

the court rolls of this place, one Thomas Cavendiſh, Eſquire, to be poſſeſſed of it,

from whom, about the ſecond year of Edward the fixth, it went away to Henry Tay

lor: afterwards, within the circuit of thirty years, it was the poſſeſſion of John Giffard,

then of Walter Powre, of Brenchley, and after him, of Henry Collins, who in the

year 1604, demiſed his intereſt in it to Walter Kipping, gentleman, of Kipping

Croſs, in Tuydley, where they were reſident before about five hundred years; and

now it is made by Dorothy Kipping, his daughter and co heir, part of the patri

mony of my worthy and ingenious friend Edward Darrell, Eſquire.

Dean-court is likewiſe ſeated within the verge of Mepeham ; it was in elder times

a branch of that wide and opulent eſtate which was marſhalled under the ſignory of

Twitham. Alan de Twitham is enrolled in the catalogue of thoſe Kentiſh gentle

men who were with Richard the firſt at the ſiege of Acon. Bethram de Twitham

held it at his death, which was in the third year of Edward the third, after Alanus

de Twitham died ſeized of it in the twenty-fifth year of the aboveſaid king's reign, and

his ſon Theobald de Twitham after him enjoyed it at his death, which was in the

fourth year of Richard the ſecond, as appears by the eſcheat roll of that year,

marked with the number 76, and left Mawde de Twitham heir to his large poſ

ſeſſions in this county, who by marrying with Simon Septuans, of Chequer, in Aſh,

by Sandwich, inveſted him not only in the ſignory of Dean-court, but likewiſe in .

his other demean which lay diſperſed in ſeveral branches over this county, and he

had iſſue by her, Sir William Septuans, who married with Anne, daughter and

heir of Sir Nicholas Sandwich, and had iſſue by her John Septuans, Eſquire, who

likewiſe married Conſtance, daughter and heir of Thomas Ellys, of Sandwich, and

had iſſue by her John, his eldeſt ſon, to whom he gave Hells, Twitham, Chilton,

Molands, in Aſh, and other lands in Kent; Thomas his ſecond ſon, who had Dean

court in Mepeham, and other lands in this county; and Gilbert Septuans, his third

ſon, who had his manor of Chequer, in Aſh aboveſaid, and from them it is ſome

times writ At Chequer, and afterwards Harfleet, for ſome eminent ſervice by him

per.
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performed at a town of that name in Normandy, (as the private evidences of this

family do ſeem to infinuate) under the conduct of Henry the fifth, and ſo ſucceſſively

by cuſtom and preſcription, this name became hereditary to all of the name of

Septuans, who were either directly or collaterally linked in alliance to this Gilbert.

And in the name of Harfleet, alias Septuans, did the inheritance of this manor of

Dean-court ſundry ages reſide, till ſome few years ſince, it was by one of this

name, alienated to Mr. Francis Twiſden, third brother to Sir Roger Twiſden, of

Roydon-hall, knight and baronet.
*.

MERWORTH ſtands in the hundred of Littlefield, and gave ſeat and ſirname

to a worthy family of gentlemen, whoſe anceſtor branched out from a family called

St. Laurence. William de Merworth is in the regiſter of thoſe Kentiſh knights,

who were embarked with Richard the firſt, at the ſiege of Acon, upon which it is

probable the croſs croſſlets were taken into the paternal coat of this family. In the

fifteenth year of king John, one Roger, the ſon of Euſtace de Merworth, brought

a quare impedit againſt the prior of Leeds, for the advowſon of the church of Mer

worth. Roger de Merworth obtained a charter of free-warren to his manor of Mer

worth, in the eighteenth year of Edward the firſt. In the twentieth year of Edward

the third, (as appears by the Book of Aid) John de Merworth paid reſpective aid for

a whole knight's fee at Merworth and Crombery, in Hadloe, which he held of the

earl of Glouceſter, at making the Black Prince knight, in the twentieth year of

Edward the third, and an inquiſition taken after this man's death, for his manor of

Merworth (though the inquiſition for his manor of Mapleſcombe and other lands,

was not taken until the forty-ninth of Edward the third) finds John Malmains, of

Malmains, in Pluckley, to be his heir, who in the forty-ſixth year of Edward the

third, ſells it to Humphry Bohun, earl of Hereford and Eſſex, and he about the

beginning of Richard the ſecond, conveys it to Nicholas de Brembre, ſon of Sir

John de Brembre, who at the battle of Trent, as Mr. Selden relates, in his titles of

honour, page 556, made himſelf eminent by a ſignal encounter with John de

Beaumonour, in the year 1350. And endeavouring to ſupport the prerogative of

Richard the ſecond, in an age wherein his crime was, too much loyalty againſt the

aſſaults of ſome of the factious and ambitious nobility, ſunk under the weight of their

hatred and oppoſition; and being attainted of high treaſon, this in the tenth year of

the aboveſaid prince eſcheated to the crown, and the ſame king, in the thirteenth

year of his reign, granted it to John Hermenithorpe, who immediately after con

veyed it to Richard Fitzallan, earl of Arundell, lord treaſurer, and lord admiral of

England; whoſe ſon Thomas Fitzallan dying without iſſue, Joan, one of his ſiſters

and co-heirs, marrying with William Beauchampe, who was created by writ baron of

Abergavenny, in the fixteenth year of Richard the ſecond, united this manor to the

patrimony of that family, where it continued till Richard Beauchampe, this man's ſon,

dying without iſſue male, in the ninth year of Henry the fifth, bequeathed it to

Elizabeth his ſole daughter and heir, who married afterward to Edward Nevill, baron

of Abergavenny, from whom the title both of the barony and Merworth, flowed

down to his great grand-child Henry Nevill, who died the twenty-ninth year of queen

Elizabeth, and left this manor to Mary his ſole daughter and heir, married to Sir

Thomas Fane, unto whom king James, in the firſt parliament which he held, re

ſtored, gave, granted, and ſo forth, the name, ſtile, title, honour and dignity of

baroneſs le Deſpencer, and that her heirs ſucceſſively ſhould be barons le Deſpencer

for ever. She had iſſue by Sir Thomas Fane, of Badſell, in Kent, Sir Francis Fane

eldeſt ſon, knight of the bath, whom king James, in the twenty-ſecond year of his

reign, December the 29th, created earl of Weſtmorland, and baron Burghurſt; being

likewiſe by his mother’s deſcent extracted from the female heir of that old barony;

for Edward le Depencer, who married Elizabeth, heir of Bartholomew lord Burg

hurſt, and Richard Beauchampe, who married Iſabell, daughter and heir of Thomas

lord Deſpencer, and his eldeſt ſon Sir William Mildmay Fane, knight of the noble

order of the bath, now earl of Weſtmorland, doth not only enjoy the concomitant

titles of Deſpencer and Burgherſt, but the manor of Merworth likewiſe, with all

the royalties of it, which were not inferior to any which hath received honour by

it owners, for it is holden in chivalry, by an entire knight's fee; and a free-warren

which was formerly granted to it, is yet extant, and the conveniences of a park, and

conies are not wanting.

º jotes
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jote's-court in this pariſh of Merworth, had, as appears by ſeveral old deeds,

iſome without date, owners, who were written, Jeotes; and by contraćtion of the

name, called Jotes; but before the latter end of Richard the ſecond, this family was

crumbled away and gone, and then it came to have the ſame poſſeſſors with Mer

worth, as namely, Fitz-Allan, Beauchampe, and Nevill, the laſt of which who en.

joyed it, was Sir Thomas Nevill, third ſon of George Nevill, baron of Abergavenny,

which Sir Thomas was one of the privy council to Henry the eighth, and ſpeaker of

the parliament, and he in the thirty-third year of that prince, conveyed it by ſale

to Sir Robert Southwell, who in the thirty-fifth year of Henry the eighth, by the

ſame fatality, paſſed it away to Sir Edmund Walſingham, of Scadbery, whoſe great

grandchild Sir Thomas Walſingham knight, hath not many years ſince alienated all

his concern in it to his ſon-in-law, Mr. James Maſters. -

Swanton-court is the laſt place confiderable in Merworth. It lay couched in that

revenue which related to the knights hoſpitalers, until the public diſſolution ſup

planted it, and ſurrendered it to the crown, and king Henry the eighth about the

thirty-ſecond year of his reign, granted it to Sir Robert Southwell, who in the thirty

fifth year of that prince, conveyed it to Sir Edmund Walſingham of Scadbery, whoſe

ſucceſſor Sir Thomas Walſingham of the ſame place, hath lately paſſed away all his

intereſt here to his ſon-in-law Mr. James Maſters.

Roger de Merworth obtained a market weekly, and a fair yearly to his manor of

Merworth, in the eighteenth year of Edward the firſt, as appears by an old original

patent in the hands of the earl of Weſtmorland.

MIDDLETON is ſo called, by reaſon it is placed in the middle of the ſhire,

and gives name to the whole hundred, which is divided into five baily wicks, one

whereof is called the bailiwick of Shepey, becauſe it comprehends that iſland. An

tiquity has ſet a noble attribute upon it, for in ancient records it is ſtiled Regia Villa

de Middleton, and here at Kemſley Downe, derived from Campſley, viz. the paſtures

where the camp was kept. Within the pariſh of Middleton is the very place, where,

in the time of king Alfred, Haſten the Dane, that ſo much infeſted France, arrived,

and fortified in ſuch manner as he before had at Apuldore, where he erected a caſtle,

whoſe fragments and relicks are yet viſible. -

Our ancient chroniclers inform us, that this town was in a good condition till the

reign of Edward the confeſſor ; in whoſe days, during the diſguſt between him and

earl Godwin, ſuch as confederated with the earl at home, burnt the king's houſe

here at Middleton, a caſtellated palace beneath the church, whilſt he and his ſons

ranſacked and ruined many other places upon the ſea coaſts, and ſkirts of the ſhire.

In times of a latter date John de Burgo, the elder, had a grant by patent of the

manors of Middleton, and Marden, in the ſecond year of Edward the firſt; and

after Margaret queen of England, had a grant by patent likewiſe in the tenth year of

Edward the ſecond; and after her, queen Philippa wife to Edward the third, had

probably this manor in dower, for in the nineteenth year of that king's reign, as ap

pears, pat. anno 19, part, prima memb, 26. ſhe grants it for ſome term of years, to

William de Clinton, earl of Huntingdon, with all the liberties annexed to it, re

ferving only ſome royal franchiſes, which were ſo inherent to the crown, they could

not be ſeparated, for an annual rent of 200l. per annum; after this time was expired,

it reverted to the crown, and there it remained, for ought I can yet diſcover, till the

Engliſh ſcepter was put into the hands of king James, and then he grants the manors

of Middleton and Marden for ever to Philip earl of Pembroke, not long ſince

deceaſed.

There is within the limits of this pariſh, a manor called Northwood Chaſteners'

which name complies with the ſituation, for it ſtands north from the town in a wood

where cheſnut trees formerly grew abundantly. Stephen the ſon of Jordan de

Shepey, deſirous to plant himſelf out of the iſland, in ſome place not far diſtant,

built here a manſion-houſe moated about, and a goodly well-wooded park, ſtored

with plenty of deer and wild boars, and had licence from the archbiſhop of Can

terbury, and religious men of Chriſt-church, to erect a free-chapel; which ſome

old people hereabout, who remembered it in º: declining age, deſcribed to myº
3 iſ WIlCFl
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when he viſited Kent, to be a curious piece of architecture for form and beauty.”

Roger de Northwood is liſted in the inventory of thoſe worthy Kentiſh perſons,

who were engaged with king Richard the firſt, at his ſiege of Acon in Paleſtine.

His ſucceſſor was Roger de Northwood, who was ever faſt and faithful to Henry the

third, and having always given himſelf to a military and martial profeſſion, conceived

it was ignominious to hold his lands here, by a lazy and inactive ſocage tenure, and

therefore in the forty-firſt year of Henry the third, changed them from Gavelkind

to knights ſervice. He died in the thirteenth year of Edward the firſt, and his eldeſt

ſon Sir John Northwood ſucceeded both at Northwood and at Shorn, and in the

time of Edward the firſt, together with his eldeſt ſon Sir Joſeph de Northwood, was

with that king in his wars in Scotland, at the fiege of Carlaverock. The manor of

Shorn holding by this tenure, viz. to carry a white banner forty days together at their

own charge, when the king ſhould make war in Scotland. Sir John de Northwood,

was called by writ to fit in parliament as baron, the firſt of Edward the ſecond, and

his ſon John de Northwood was often ſummoned to ſit as baron in parliament, in

the reign of Edward the third. Certainly a numerous race of worthy ſucceſſors

were poſſeſſors of this manor of Northwood, ſome of which lie buried croſslegged in

Milton church, that had taken upon them to defend the ſepulchre of Chriſt, or other

wiſe profeſſed themſelves for the wars in the holy land. And at laſt it devolved to

John Northwood, who (as all things are wound upon a fixed and determined period)

concluded in two daughters and co-heirs, one married to Barley, of the county of

Hertford, and Joan the other was married to John Norton, whoſe anceſtors were

derived from one Nicholas de Norton, who flouriſhed in king Stephen's days, and

had much land about Norton and Feverſham, as appears by the book of St. Auſtins.

This Sir John Norton's ſon, for diverſe remarkable ſervices performed in Flanders,

was knighted by queen Mary of Hungary, then lady regent of the low countries,

for Charles the fifth, by the name of Sir John Norton; and his grand-child Sir

Thomas Norton, ſome thirty-five years ſince, alienated it to Manaſſer Northwood,

Eſquire, collaterally branched out from the aboveſaid John Northwood; and his

ſon Mr. Richard Northwood, paſſed away the premiſes by ſale to Sir William Tuf

ton, third brother to Nicholas Tufton, earl of Thanet, whoſe ſecond ſon Sir Charles

Tufton, upon the late deceaſe of his eldeſt brother Sir Benedićt, is now entered upon it.

Helmes or Holmes is a manor, which is partly ſituated in Iwade, and partly in Mil

ton, and had ſtill the ſame proprietors, as namely Savage and then Clifford, whither

for ſatisfaction, I refer the reader; only this I muſt add, that about the latter end

of queen Elizabeth, it was rent off by ſale and planted in the revenue of Thomp

ſon, anceſtor to Mr. . . . . . . Thompſon, of Royton chapel, in Lenham, who is at

this inſtant in the enjoyment of it. .

Kempſley in this pariſh, puts in its title to be of Roman extračtion, and there is

ſomething in the name, and in the ſituation, which does ſeem to ſupport this original,

nor hath time with its deſtrućtive impreſſions ſo defaced it, but that there are ſome

relicks yet remaining of a camp, and other antiquated fortifications.

Middleton, in the fifteenth of Edward the firſt, had a market granted by that

prince, to be held there on the Saturday, which continues until this day.

MHDLEY, in the hundred of Langport, was parcel of the inheritance of Eching

ham, of whom more is ſpoken at Jacks-court, in Lidde; from whom by Margaret,

daughter and heir of Thomas Echingham, it devolved to Walter Blount, Eſquire;

from him it deſcended to his ſon Edward Blount, lord Montjoy, who deceaſing with

out iſſue, Elizabeth his ſiſter and heir entered upon the poſſeſſion; and ſhe by

marrying with Andrew Windſor, after created lord Windſor by Henry the eighth,

ſwelled the revenue of that family, by the addition of Midley; who not long after,

º it away to Clache, by whoſe daughter and heir it came over to Stringer; and

e transferred his right in it by ſale to Scot; and Scot conveyed the whole demiſe to

Godfrey, whoſe ſon Sir Thomas Godfrey, does now poſſeſs the fignory of the premiſes.

MILSTED, in the hundred of Milton, though an obſcure village in itſelf, yet

has been anciently eminent for ſeveral noble families which have had their reſidence

within the circuit of it. For firſt, Hogſhaws gave not only ſeat but firname likewiſe

.1Q

* Ex veteri rot pents Edo. Dering, Mil. & Baronettum defundium.

*



K E W T Surveyed and Illuſtrated. 239

to a family of that denomination, in whom, when it had for many years continued,

Edmund Hogſhaw, in the eleventh year of Richard the ſecond, paſſed it away to

Sir Thomas Lovell, and he died ſeized of it, in the ſixth year of Henry the fourth,

and Thomas Lovell was his heir ; after Lovell, Greaves by purchaſe became en

tituled to the poſſeſſion of it; whoſe ſucceſſor Robert Greaves, in the ninth year of

Henry the eighth, paſſed it away to Roger Wake, and this Roger Wake, in the

fifteenth year of the ſaid prince's government, alienated by ſale his concern in it to

Richard Bernard; who ſome few years after, diveſted himſelf of his right in it, and

ſold it to Adam Henman, of Lenham, where after the title ſome few years had fixed,

he in the twelfth year of queen Elizabeth, conveyed it over to Amias Thompſon,

and he gave it in dower with his daughter Alice Thompſon, to Mr. John Tooke,

from whom in the memory of theſe times, it devolved by deſcent, to his ſon captain

Nicholas Tooke, who paſſed it away by ſale to Mr. Richard Tilden.

Then we have ſecondly here another place, which in ſome old evidences, is repreſent

ed under the name of Nottingham court, though now it bears the name of Higham. It

was the reſidence of a noble family called Nottingham, who were owners of a large

patrimony in this track, and their arms ſtand yet in old coloured glaſs in Milſted

church, viz. paly wavée of four pieces, gules and argent. The laſt of which, was

John de Nottingham, who expired in a daughter and heir, called Eleanor Not

tingham, who by marrying with Simon Cheyney, ſecond ſon of Sir Richard Cheyney

of Shurland, brought this and a large demean, with it, to acknowledge the ſignory

of that family, in which name without any viciſſitude to tranſplant the title, it is

fixed at this day.

MILTON SEPTUANS, in the hundred of Weſtgate, was anciently a pariſh, and

had a church appertaining to it, though now by diſuſe it is languiſhed into decay,- - c - - -

and ſhrunk into ſo narrow an eſtimate, that it has left only an oratory or little chapel,

which is yet viſible to inſtruct us, what was its former glory, which certainly was of

no inconfiderable account, when it was the ſeat of the elder houſe of Septuans,” who

made this their reſidence. For William Septuans, ſon of William Septuans, had

here his habitation, when he was ſheriff of Kent, which was in the fourth year of

Richard the ſecond ; but long after this man, did it not continue in the name of

Septuans ; for this family, as to that branch of it, which was planted at this place,

ſhrunk into a daughter and heir, who was married to Sir Francis Fogge, and ſo this

place fell under his revenue. And from him deſcended Sir William Fogge, whoſe

ſucceſſor Sir John Fogge, of Repton, knight, paſſed this away to Sir George

Brown, of Bechworth caſtle; in whom it remained, till this man's grand-child Sir

Thomas Brown, of Bechworth aforeſaid, partly ſold it, and partly gave it in dower,

with his daughter Elizabeth Brown, to Mr. Robert Honywood, of Charing, whoſe

eldeſt ſon by this match, Sir Thomas Honywood, of Marks hall, in Eſſex, is now

planted in the fee-ſimple of it. º

MOLDASH, in the hundred of Felborough, is a branch of the manor of Chilham;

but yet there is the manor of Fleming, alias Bowers, for ſo it is ſtiled in records and

court-rolls, which deſerves our notice. It was in the year iol 9, as an ancient

court-roll, now in the hands of Mr. Chapman does inform me, in the hands of

John de Fleming, and probably here it remained diverſe years, though I can diſ

cover nothing which may evince the certainty of it; for there is an intermiſſion or

gap in the evidences. In the twenty-fourth year of Henry the ſixth, as appears by

another ancient court-roll, it was the poſſeſſion of John Treſwenall, and in this name

it continned till the reign of Henry the eighth ; and then it was alienated to Sir

Thomas Moile; in whoſe poſterity the title and demean was ſettled, till our fathers

memory, and then the fee-ſimple was ſold away to Mr. Henry Chapman.

Then ſecondly, there is the manor of Witherling, who had owners, who bore that

firname, and who had certainly the poſſeſſion of it, ſeveral generations, which is

‘manifeſt from that compliance the name had with the manſion, though the evidence

which I have drained from the deeds and muniments of this place reaches no higher

than

* See more of this family at Thurnham.
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than the government of Henry the fixth; for in the thirty eighth year of that prince's

rule, Joan Witherling, the viſible and only apparent heir of this family, tranſmitted

her intereſt in it by ſale to William Keneworth, whoſe ſon William Keneworth, by

the like fatality paſſed it away in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, to John Moile

of Buckwell, Eſquire, extracted from the Moiles, of Bodmin, in Cornwall, and

this John Moile, in the fourth year of Henry the eighth, ſold it to Hamo Vidian,

a name very ancient in Moldaſh, for here is a farm which at this day carries the

name of Vidian Foreſtall, and his grand-child William Vidian at this inſtant enjoys

the fee-ſimple of it.

MONGEHAM, called for diſtinčtion, GREAT-MONGEHAM, to diſtinguiſh

it from an hamlet of that name, ſtiled Little-Mongeham, lies in the hundred of

Eaſtry, and was given to the church by Eadbert, king of Kent, for a ſupply both

of diet and apparel of the monks of St. Auſtins, (as the book of Chriſt-church does

inſinuate) and, upon the diſſolution of the convent, and annexing the demean to

the revenue of the crown, it was by Henry the eighth, in the thirty-third year of

his reign, granted to the dean and chapter of Chriſt-church, who conveyed it in

leaſe to John Fropchunt, from whom by purchaſe it was brought over to Gibs, and

is now the patrimony and hereditary right of Crayford, a name of deep ex

traction in this territory, by purchaſe from the above recited family.

There is a place in this pariſh called Fogs-court, which is regiſtered in the inven

tory of the manors of this county ; and although the manſion-houſe which belongs

to it, is fallen into ſo low a degree of contempt, that it appears now to be little

more than a caberet or cottage, yet it calls for ſome remembrance, even in this re

ſpect, that it was the patrimony of that noble and illuſtrious family, and is the only

place of this county which I have yet met with, that is adopted into their firmame,

from Thomas Fogge, Eſquire, ſerjeant porter of Callis, who was the laſt of this

name which poſſeſſed it; by Alice Fogge his daughter and co-heir, it came to be the

inheritance of her huſband William Scott, and in this family did the patrimonial in

tereſt of it reſide, till almoſt in our memory, the ſignory and propriety of it was from

this family by ſale tranſlated into Mr. Philip Pownall, of Sibertſwould.

Great Barville, partly lying in Mongeham, and partly in Tilmanſton, is the third

place confiderable in Mongeham. It hath been for many deſcents, which have made

up ſome centuries of years, the poſſeſſion of Crayford, which are written in deeds of

avery high aſcent, de Barville Magna. In an old roll which ſums up thoſe Kentiſh

gentlemen, who were with Richard Nevill, earl of Warwick, at the battle of

Northampton, (where after a warm and bloody debate, the title of the houſe of

York by a glorious vićtory was evidently aſſerted.) There is mention of William

Crayford, Eſquire, who afterwards (as ſome private evidences inform me, now in

the hands of Mr. Gethins, near Burntwood) was made banneret by king Edward the

fourth, for his various undertakings and ſervices performed in ſeveral encounters,

which had an influence upon the cauſe and quarrel of the houſe of York, and bore

(as is manifeſt by his ſeal affixed to ſeveral deeds) upon a chevron, three eagles heads

eraſed, which I mention, to reëtify that miſtake, which through inadvertency, hath

crept into our viſitations of Kent, where the paternal coat of this family is repre

ſented to have been upon a chevron, three falcons heads eraſed; and from this eminent

perſon is Mr. William Crayford, lord of this manor in expectance, by a thread of

direét deſcent, originally extracted.

Mongeham had an ancient market by preſcription on the Thurſday, and Betram

de Crioll had a grant of it, by the charter of Henry the third, which was allowed by

the judges itinerant in the ſeventh year of Edward the firſt, and a fair yearly, by the

ſpace of three days, viz. the eve, St. Luke's day, and the day after.

Little Barville is partly ſituated in this pariſh, and partly in Tilmanſton. A family

called Pix, and ſometimes Picks, were for ſome centuries of years, inveſted in the

poſſeſſion, and contraćted this name, from ſome office (as the ſucceſſive tradition

of this family affirms) that they were anciently entruſted with, about the altar, and

the utenfils which related to it, amongſt which, the Pix was the moſt conſiderable,

as being the conſervatory of the hoſt; and ſo : Pixide momen clicitum, from their

Cal IC
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care and cuſtody of the Pix, they originally aſſumed their firname. But to proceed;

after this manor had for ſo many deſcents, acknowledged this name and family, about

the latter end of queen Elizabeth, by ſale it came to confeſs the ſignory of Crayford

of Great-Barville, with whoſe revenue the title and property does at this inſtant

COIntl InllC.

Little-Mongeham next offers itſelf up to our conſideration ; but of that, I ſhall

ſpeak more at Northbourne.

MORSTON, in the hundred of Milton, gave ſeat and firname to a family that

fell under that appellation, as is evident by the Book of Aid, where John de Mor

ſton is affirmed to have held it, and to have paid an auxiliary contribution for it at

the making the Black Prince, knight. He was deſcended from Bartholomew de

Morſton, who is in the liſt of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen who aſſiſted king Richard the

firſt, at the ſiege of Acon ; but before the latter end of Richard the ſecond, this

family was worn out, and then it fell under the ſignory of Walter Fitz Walter of

Eſſex, who had been in elder times ſummoned frequently by writ to ſit as baron in

parliament; and from the aboveſaid Walter, did this manor by paternal devolution

come down to his ſon Humphrey Fitzwalter, and he held it at his death, which was

in the firſt year of Henry the ſixth, and had iſſue John Fitzwalter, who about the

latter end of the aboveſaid prince, alienated it by ſale to Cromer, in which family

the poſſeſſion was conſtant and reſident, until the latter end of king James, and then

Sir James Cromer dying without iſſue-male, Chriſtian one of his daughters and co

heirs, by marrying with John Hales, upon the diſtinétion of the eſtate into parcels,

was united to the patrimony of that family, from whom the right by deſcent is now

tranſmitted to the inſtant proprietor Sir Edward Hales, his ſon and heir, baronet.

Eftball is another manor in Morſton, which although it be now by the viciſſitude of

time, and the injurious impreſſions of age, ſhrunk from its elder beauty, into decay

and neglect; yet in ages. higher date, it was adorned with a nobler charaćter of

ſplendor, when it confeſſed itſelf to be parcel of the inheritance of an ancient family

called Delapine, (ſo they are written in their old dateleſs deeds) and bore for their

arms ſable, three pine apples, or. James Delapine was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty

ſixth, and part of the twenty-ſeventh years of Edward the third, and held his

ſhrievalty here at Eſthall, and died poſſeſſed of it in the thirty-ſeventh year of the

aboveſaid prince, and left it to his ſon and heir Thomas Delapine, who about the

beginning of Richard the ſecond, conveyed his title and concern in it to Thomas

St. Leger, Eſquire, ſheriff of Kent in the twentieth year of Richard the ſecond, who

dying without iſſue-male, Joan, one of his daughters and co-heirs, by marrying with

John Ewias, linked it to the demean of that name, and from him did it tranſmit it

ſelf by deſcent, to his ſon and heir Humphrey Ewias, who was ſeized of it at his de

ceaſe, which was in the thirty-third year of Henry the ſixth, and from him by a thread

of paternal ſucceſſion, was it tranſported to his grand child William Ewias in whom

the male line determined, ſo that by Alice, his daughter and heir, it came to confeſs

the ſignory of Thomas Hales, who in the fixth year of Edward the ſixth, by a fine

and recovery wherein his wife was concerned, paſſed away the whole demiſe to Sir

Anthony Aucher, whoſe ſon, Sir Anthony Aucher, in the ninth year of queen

Elizabeth, by the ſame conveyance, alienated it to Gardiner, where the title was ſo

volatile and mutable that it ſtayed with this family, but until the tenth year of the

aboveſaid princeſs, and then it was tranſplanted by ſale into John Norden, who in

our grand fathers memory demiſed it to Pordage, predeceſſor to Mr. . . . . . ... Pordage

of Rodmerſham, who is now entitled to the fee-ſimple of it.

Mere-court is a third place of account in this pariſh, called ſo from its ſituation

inear the ſea, which our Saxon anceſtors called Mere, and is cuſtomarily uſed in that

ſenſe, for any vaſt heap of waters, as lakes, and pools, that are on all ſides locked in

by the land, by the Dutch to this day. But I cannot find that it ever had any poſ

ſeſſors that extraćted their firname from hence; for in the reign of Edward the third,

I find Arnold de Savage held it, and ſo did his grand-child Eleanor Savage, who was

married to William Clifford, and he by his alliance, became inveſted in the poſſeſſion,

and in this family did the title lie couched, until the beginning of Henry theº
- 3 Q- allC
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and then I can track no farther evidence of their poſſeſſion of this place. In the reign

of Edward the fixth, I find it to be inveſted in the name of Crofts, and remained tied

to the patrimony of that family, until David Crofts died in the twenty-ſecond year of

queen Elizabeth, and left it to John Croft, Helen and Margaret, his daughters; and
they, upon the death of their brother, who was an ideot, becoming joint heirs to

this place, in the forty-ſecond year of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away to Mr.

Stephen Hulks, who bequeathed it to his ſon and heir Mr. John Hulks, and he upon

his deceaſe, which was not many years ſince, gave it to his ſecond ſon Mr. Charles

Hulks, who now is in fruition of it.

N.

ATINDON, in the hundred of Bridge, Petham, and Whitſtaple, is an obſcure

N village, not far remote from Canterbury, and only calls for ſome remembrance

in this reſpect, that the manor of Staplegate is ſituated within the limits of it, which

was the ſeat of an eminent family which bore that firname, who were lords not only

of this place, but of much other land in Romney Marſh; and had certainly this de

nomination ingrafted originally upon them, becauſe they collected the kings profits

and cuſtoms ariſing out of the ſtaple of wool, fixed at Staplegate in Canterbury.

The firſt of this family whom I find eminent is Edmund Staplegate, who paid re

ſpective aid for his manor of Bilfington and his other lands in Kent, in the twentieth

year of Edward the third, at making the Black Prince knight; and he was father to

Edmund Staplegate, who at the coronation of Richard the ſecond, held that ſignal

conteſt before John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaſter, then high ſteward at that ſolemn

inthronization, with Richard earl of Arundell, about the office of chief butler, as I

have before mentioned in Bilſington. But to return to that diſcourſe from whence

this emergent controverſy did divert me, Edmund Staplegate, in the thirteenth

year of Richard the ſecond, enjoyed this manor at his death ; but after his deceaſe,

the title was not long lived in this name, for in the reign of Henry the fifth, and

Henry the fixth, (as appears by the teſtimony of ancient court rolls) it was in the

poſſeſſion of Leichfield, who was maſter of much land about Tilmanſton and Bet

ſhanger, and in the twenty-ſecond year of Edward the fourth, it was by Roger

Lichfield paſſed away by ſale to William Haut, Eſquire, father to Sir William

Haut, in whom the male line determined, ſo that by Elizabeth his daughter and

co-heir, it came to be the inheritance of Sir Thomas Colepeper of Bedgebury, who

about the firſt year of Edward the ſixth, alienated it to Philip Chowte, Eſquire, and

from him the like fate bore off the title to Sir Anthony Aucher, and he about the

latter end of Edward the ſixth, diſpoſed of his right in it to Sir James Hales of the

Dungeon, anceſtor to Sir James Hales of the ſame place, who not many years ſince,

demiſed the premiſes to Mr. Smith of Highgate ; upon whoſe late deceaſe, the title,

like a Pythagorean ſoul, is tranſmigrated into his heir.

NETTLESTED, in the hundred of Twyford, was the ancient ſeat of the noble

and ancient family of Pimpe. William de Pimpe paid reſpective aid, for this

manor and other lands, which lay not far diſtant from this place, which he held by

a whole knight's fee, at the making the Black Prince knight, the twentieth of

Edward the third : Reginald Pimpe was his ſon and heir, and ſerved out the office of

high ſheriff of Kent for him, in the forty-ninth year of Edward the "third, in which

year he died. It is probable that this William was knighted, becauſe there is a

tomb, in Nettleſted church, with this inſcription affixed to his tomb-ſtone: Hic jacet

Domina Margareta de Cobham, quondam uxor JVillielmi Pimpe, militis, quae obiit 4 Septem

Aris 1337. From whence it may be probably collected, that the above recited

William Pimpe, though he is not mentioned a knight in the regiſter of the ſheriffs,

yet
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yet afterwards for ſome exemplary ſervices by him performed and managed, might

be inveſted with the order of knighthood. From this man in the continued ſuc

ceſſion of a direct line, did Reginald Pimpe deſcend, who determined in Ann Pimpe,

who was his ſole heir, and ſo this ancient family which had under a venerable

charaćter of antiquity, for ſo many ages flouriſhed at this place, as the monuments

in the church, not yet diſmantled, do ſufficiently evince, was about the latter end of

Henry the ſeventh extinguiſhed, and Nettleſted fell under the patrimony of John

Scott of Scotts hall, from whom Fdward Scot, Eſquire, is lineally extracted; and in

relation to this alliance, is the inſtant proprietor of Nettleſted.

Lomewood is a ſecond place of account in Nettleſted ; it belonged formerly to a

cloiſter of black canons in Oxford, dedicated to St. Friſwith, which being ſuppreſ

ſed by cardinal Wolſey, in the year 1525, when he intended to erect the magni

ficent fabrick of the college of Chriſt-church, this manor was reſigned up to the

crown, and was by king Henry the eighth, in the twenty-ſeventh year of his reign,

granted to Sir Edward Nevill, who gave it in marriage with his daughter Katharine

Nevill, married to John Roydon, Eſquire, of Roydon-hall, in great Peckham ;

and he determining in Elizabeth Roydon, his ſole heir, ſhe by marrying with Roger

Twiſden, Eſquire, planted it into his revenue; and from him hath the intereſt of

deſcent tranſported it along to his grand-child Sir Roger Twiſden of Roydon hall,

knight and baronet.

NEWENDEN, in the hundred of Selbrittenden, was erected in the place where

the old Roman city of Anderida was ſituated, and was called by the Britons Caer

Andred, very aptly by Leland, ſtiled in Latin, Noviodunum, from the Saxon, Ny

wandun, in Engliſh by corruption called Newenden, which in the original imports

as much as the new hill in the valley. :

This was that ſtation and city of the Romans mentioned in the banner of the

count, or lord warden of the Saxon ſhore, by Pancerollus, in this book called Notitia

Provinciarum, under the name of Anderida, and ſometimes written Anderidos ; and

here was the caſtle which the Saxons called Andreds Ceaſter; and the great wood,

which ſtretched out in length, from hence into Hampſhire, 80 miles, was named

Andreds-wald, and by the Britons Coid Andred; other reaſons are laid down for the

identity of the place, extraćted from the name which the Engliſh Saxons gave it,

who termed it Brittenden, that is, the Britons vale, from whence the whole hundred

adjoining is called Sellbrittenden, that is, the Britons woody vale.

Here for defence of the coaſt, againſt the eruptions of Saxon rovers, the Romans

placed the Prapoſitus Numeri Abu'corum, and hither the river of Lymen, long ſince

called Rother, was ſufficiently navigable. But ſoon after the the Romans deſerted

Brittain, it ſhrunk into decay, being ruined by the Engliſh Saxons; and yet a mark

of the loſs is covertly couched under the name of the principal manor called

Loſenham, of which ſomething is to be remembered, when we have done with the

hiſtory of this place, which I have thus abbrievated. Hengiſt, being fully deter

mined to expel all the Britons out of Kent, and thinking it would much conduce

to the improvement of his deſign, to recruit his army with troops of his own nation,

called Ella, the founder of the É. Saxon kingdom, and his three ſons, with a ſtrong

power out of Germany, and then gave a ſharp aſſault againſt this Anderida, but

was intercepted at that inſtant in his deſign, by thoſe vigorous impreſſions, which

the Britons out of their ambuſhments in the woods then made upon him. In fine,

after many prejudices and loſſes both given and taken, Hengiſt divided his army,

and not only diſcomfitted the Britons in the adjacent wood, but alſo at the ſame

time, forced the city by aſſault, and became ſo enflamed with revenge, that nothing

but the extinétion of the inhabitants, by a public ſlaughter, and the total demoliſh

ing of the town, could ſuperſede or allay ſo great an animoſity. The place lying

thus deſolate, was ſhewed (as Henry of Huntingdon reports) many ages after, to

inquiſitive paſſengers, till in the year 791, king Offa gave this and other lands to

- the

t See more of Pimp in my diſcourſe of Sea-watches.
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the archbiſhop and monks of Canterbury, ad paſcua porcorum, for the pannage of

their hogs.

In the time of the conqueror, the archbiſhops and monks of Canterbury, held

this manor of Newenden, and it was rated in the extent of it, but at one ſulling,

and was an appendage to Saltwood, and in the patrimony of the church did the

title of it remain locked up, till the general diſſolution in the reign of Henry the

eighth, and then it was unlooſened, and by act of parliament faſtened to the revenue

of the crown, where, till theſe unfortunate times, it did ſucceſſively continue.

Loſenham in this pariſh, was the ancient ſeat of the Auchers, an eminent and

numerous family; this was both in Kent, Suſſex, Nottingham, and Eſſex; where

they made Coppt-hall by Epping, the ſeat and head of their barony, and it is very

probable, they derive this their name, from Aucherus that was counſel or alderman

of Kent, and led the power of the county, wherewith, at Richborough, near

Sandwich, he foiled and defeated the Danes, as Alfred of Beverley writes. In the

book called Nova Feoffamenta, collected in the reign of Henry the ſecond, it is

there recorded that that prince gave William Fitz Aucher, the fourth part of a

knights fee in Eſſex, called Lagfare. Richard Fitz Aucher, his grand-child, is in

the number of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen, who were engaged with Henry the third,

in his expedition into Wales, in the forty-ſecond year of his reign. William Fitz

Aucher, another of this family,t held the manor of Boſeham, in Suſſex, by grant

from William the conqueror, and his rent-ſervice or acknowledgment, was to pay

into the exchequer (in whoſe time he lived) forty pound of tried and weighed ſilver.

Henry Fitz Aucher, fills up the roll or inventory of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen, who

aſſiſted Edward the firſt, at his fiege of Carlaverock in Scotland, in the twenty

eighth year of his reign, and for his ſervice there was made knight banneret.

Peter Aucher or Auger (for ſo in old records they are promiſcuouſly written) was

valet to king Edward the ſecond (an office equivalent in its truſt and dignity, to

thoſe we called gentlemen of the bedchamber to our late kings) and it ſeems was

miſtaken for a knight templer, in the fourth year of that prince, becauſe he nouriſh

ed a ſpreading beard (in that age an eminent adjunét of that order) but Edward the

ſecond rectified this miſtake, and affirmed, that his diffuſed beard did not evince

he was a knight templer, as appears, Pat. 14. Hen. 2. parte ſecunda, memb. 20. And

if it could any way multiply, or improve the eminence of a family, that was ſo

deeply rooted in antiquity before, I could tell you, that fundry of this name and

family, were conſervators of the peace, and concerned in other commiſſions, both

to levy taxes, impoſed by parliament, and to have inſpection into ſewers, both in

the reign of Edward the third, and Richard the ſecond ; but I avoid the recital,

left this book might ſwell into too large a bulk by theſe curious and unneceſſary diſ

quiſitions. It is enough to inform you, that after this manor had for many cen

turies of years been wrapt up in the patrimony of this family, it went away by Ann,

ſole daughter and heir of John Aucher of Loſenham, to Walter Colepeper, ſecond

ſon of Sir John Colepeper, of Bayhall, in Pepenbury ; from which alliance, Sir

John Colepeper, created lord Colepeper at Oxford, by the late king Charles, claims

at this inſtant the inheritance and lordſhip of Loſenham.

There was in this pariſh, a houſe of Carmelite friers, called ſo, becauſe they came

from Mount Carmel in Paleſtine, and was the firſt ſeminary of that order here in

England, who, by their rule were ſtiled, brothers of Mary the bleſſed Virgin, to

whom this convent was dedicated. It was founded in the year of our Lord, 1241,

and in the twenty-ſixth year of the government of Henry the third, by Sir Thomas

Alcher or Fitz Aucher, for the name was often promiſcuouſly written ſo, but never

Albuſer, as Mr. Camden, and Mr. Speed, have printed it, though, I do not deny,

but ſuch a perſon might be a benefactor to the foundation.

NEWN.

+ Rot, pipe de Scutagio Walliae An, 42, Hen. 3. t See Camden's Britannia, page 307.
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* NEWENHAM is in the hundred of Feverſham, and Champions-court is the firſt

place of accountin it. In elder times it was the manſion and demean of a generous family,

whoſe ſirname was Campania, and was certainly a family of eminence in elder times.

Robert de Campania is inſerted in the regiſter of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen, who ac

'companied Richard the firſt, to the ſiege of Acon. John de Campania his grandchild, ob

'tained the grant of a market to Newenham weekly on the Thurſday, and a fair year

‘ly, to continue the vigil, the day of St. Peter and Paul, and the day after; and was

one of thoſe knights of Kent, who was embarked in the ſiege of Carlaverock in

Scotland, with Edward the firſt, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign In times

of a younger aſpect, the name by depravation, and vulgar uſe, languiſhed into

Champion; and ſo continued, till it expired in daughters and co-heirs, one of

which was Katharine Champion, who by marrying with Robert Corbett, deſcended

from the Corbetts of Morton Corbett, in the county of Salop, upon the diviſion

of Champion’s eſtate, united this to his revenue, where it had not long reſted, but

the ſame viciſſitude brought this name to determine in female co-heirs likewiſe, two

of which, called Joan and Elizabeth, were married to Samuel Slap, and Ralph

Hart. Samuel Slap had iſſue Joan Slap, who died childleſs; and ſo this manor

was caſt into the poſſeſſion of Richard Hart, ſon of Ralph Hart; the ſucceſſor of

Richard Hart, in our fathers memory, alienated his intereſt in it, to Sir Henry

Spiller, and he not many years ſince, conveyed all his right and title to it by ſalé,

to Mr. Weckerlin, deſcended from the Weckerlins, a family of good rank and ac

count in upper Germany. - - . . . . . . . - - -*

- - -- - - - -

The ſecond place of note in Newenham, is Sholand; which was in the reign of

Henry the third, as an old dateleſs deed diſcovers to us, the patrimony of Adam de

Stomynton; and after this name went out, the Bournes of Sharſted in Dodington,

not far removed from this place, were about the twentieth year of Edward the third,

poſſeſſed of this lordſhip ; from them by purchaſe the propriety was carried over to

Uhevin, deſcended from the ‘Chevins of Chevin's-court in Marden, and Thomas

Chevin of this place, married Thomaſin, co-heir of Champion, of Champions-court

in this pariſh. From Chevin the intereſt of Sholand did deſcend by ſale to Maycott;

and from them by the ſame fate to Adye, a family of note and very much antiquity

as to the name, in this track, whoſe right it had not long acknowledged, but by the

fame devolution, the title was inveſted in Steere; from whom by purchaſe it came

over to Sayers, deſcended from thoſe of Yorkſhire, who, in that age our fathers

lived in, ſold his concern in it to Mr Hugiſon of Dover, in whoſe heirs the pro

priety of this place, is at this inſtant reſident. - -

NEWINGTON-BELHOUSE lies in the hundred of Folkſton, and was in the

reign of king John and Henry the third, the poſſeſſion of Hubert de Burgo, lord

chief juſtice of England, and from him it deſcended to his ſon John de Burgo, who in

the fifty-fifth year of Henry the third, paſſed it away by ſale to Thomas de Belhouſe,

by the name of Newington juxta Heith. And probably this may be a reaſon, why

this family after they had adopted this manor into their own name, aſſumed a coat

which had ſome affinity with that of Hubert de Burgo ; videlicet, Or, upon a bend

gules, three lozinges argent and gules, which I ſuppoſe was done to preſerve the memory

of him, of whom it was firſt purchaſed. But to proceed, Sir Thomas de Belhouſe,

great grandchild of the abovementioned, paid reſpective aid for this manor by the

name of Newington-Belhouſe, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, at making

the Black Prince knight, and died poſſeſſed of it in the forty-eighth year of that

prince's reign, from whom a deſcendant right brought it down to his heir John dº

Belhouſe, who enjoyed it ſo narrow a ſpace of time, that it was left upon record that

he died ſeized of it in the forty ninth year of Edward the third, and Robert Knevit

a younger ſon of Sir John Knevit, lord chancellor of England, who had married the

heir general of this family, was found to be his heir, and it was this Robert, or elſe

probably his ſon, who in the ſeventh year of Henry the fourth, had a patent of

confirmation of liberty of free-warren to his lands at Newington, formerly granted

to Thomas de Belhouſe. After the line of the Knevits was extinguiſhed at this

place, which was about the beginning of Henry the eighth, this manor devolved to

- 3 R the
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the Cloptons; for Edmund Knevit of Stanway-magna in Eſſex, had three ſiſters who

were co-heirs to him and their father Edward Knevit, Eſquire; Thomaſin the eldeſt

was married to Sir William Clopton of Kentwell, in Suffolk, for his ſecond wife, and

Katharine the ſecond ſiſter was married to John Clopton, Eſquire, eldeſt ſon of the

aboveſaid Sir William; and Dorothy the third, was married to Thomas Carnaby?

but theſe deſiring to contract all their patrimony within the verge of Suffolk.

alienated this manor in thetº year of king Henry the eighth, with

much of their land in the Marſh, to Thomas lord Cromwell, who being attainted in

the thirty-ſecond year of Henry the eighth, this manor eſcheated to the crown, and

lay couched in its revenue, until the firſt year of queen Mary, and then it was granted

to Edward lord Clinton, who in the laſt year of the aboveſaid princeſs, conveyed it

with all its perquiſites to Henry Herdſon, whoſe grandchild Francis Herdſon almoſt

in that age we entitle to our fathers remembrance, alienated it to Mr. Henry Brock

man, grandfather to the inſtant proprietor, James Brockman, Eſquire.

Sene and Bitbborough were two ancient ſeats which relate to the knightly family

of Vialoigns, of whom I ſhall ſpeak more in my diſcourſe of Petham ; but before

the latter end of Edward the third, this family was extinguiſhed, and then one of the

twodaughters and co-heirs, upon the diſtinction of the eſtate into parcels, brought theſe

two places to be the inheritance of Sir Francis Fogge, who lies burried croſs-legged

in Cheriton-church, with the arms of Fogge and Valoigns empaled upon his tomb;

and from him did the propriety and title in an uninterrupted channel ſtream down to

George Fogge, Eſquire, who alienated Sene in our grandfathers memory to Hony

wood, and Bithborough to Mr. Henry Brockman, who added much to the ancient

building, ſo that it is now become the ſeat of that family.

Bertrams in Newington is ſo called becauſe it was parcel of the eſtate of Bertram de

Crioll who died poſſeſſed of it in the twenty-third year of Edward the firſt, and left

it to Joan his heir, eſpouſed to Sir Richard de Rokeſley, by whoſe ſole inheritrix,

likewiſe called Joan, it was linked to the demean of Sir Thomas de Poynings, from

whom the clew of deſcent guided it down to Sir Edward Poynings, who dying in

the twelfth of Henry the eighth without any lawful iſſue, or any viſibleÉ.

that could pretend a title to the eſtate, it lapſed to the crown; and Henry the eighth

granted it to Thomas lordCromwell, upon whoſe attainder it being again eſcheated,

queen Mary in the firſt year of her rule granted it to Edward lord Clinton, who in the

laſt year of that princeſs, paſſed it away to Mr. Henry Herdſon, whoſe grandchild.

Mr.Francis Herdſon, conveyed it by ſale to Mr. Henry Brockman, in whoſe grand

child, Mr. James Brockman, the inſtant inheritance is fixed.

Blackoſé is another little manor in Newington, which, as Sadrach Petit's inqueſt, an

authentic manuſcript, informs me, was as high as the reign of Henry the third, the

poſſeſſion of Nicholas de Morehall, a family, who were owners of much land at

Folkſtone, and elſewhere in this track; and in this name did it continue until the

latter end of Richard the ſecond, and then it was tranſmitted by ſale to William

Edwy, who paid a proportionate aid for it at the marriage of Blanch, daughter of

Henry the fourth, in the fourth year of his reign, from whence much of our land in

Kent which was rated at the ſame time, and upon the ſame deſign, hath aſſumed the

appellation of Blanch lands. After Edwy went out, which was in the reign of

Edward the fourth, it became the poſſeſſion of Wreake, and Thomas Wreake (as the

aboveſaid Sadrach Petit,who lived in that age, inſtructsme) exchanged it withWilliam

Warham, archbiſhop of Canterbury, and continued annexed to the demean of that

fee, until the great exchange made by Thomas Cranmer, in the twenty-ninth year of

Henry the eighth, with that prince, and then it was made the demean of the crown ;

and after ſome brief abode there, was granted away to John Honywood, Eſquire,

NEWCHURCH, in Romney Marſh, gives denomination to the whole hundred

wherein it is ſituated, and dilates and ſpreads itſelf into ſeveral places, which call for

ſome remembrance. The firſt is Peckmanſton, which was, as high as the rays or light

of any reſidence can direct to a diſcovery, the inheritance of the lords Leybourne,
3D
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and was annexed to that vaſt revenue, which they entituled themſelves to, in this

county; and ſo continued, till Sir Roger de Leybourne left this, with much other

land, to his ſole daughter and heir Juliana, married to William lord Clinton, earl of

Huntington, who died in the twenty-eighth year of Edward the third, but without

iſſue by this lady, who deceaſing likewiſe not long after, the crown, upon a ſerious

and ſolemn diſquiſition, diſcovering none, that upon the ſtock of any collateral al

liance, could pretend to her eſtate, ſeized upon it as an eſcheat; and king Richard

the ſecond, in the eleventh year of his government, granted it to the abby of

Childrens Langley, amongſt whoſe revenue it reſted, till the diſſolution of that

convent, and after that king Henry the eighth, by royal donation, planted the poſ.

ſeſſion, in the thirty-fifth year of his reign, in Sir Thomas Moile, a gentleman in

thoſe times, of principal eſtimate in this county, and of the privy council to that

rince; from whom, by Amy his daughter and co-heir, it††, after, to

; the inheritance of Sir Thomas Kempe, who in the reign of queen Elizabeth, ſold

it to Thomas Smith, farmer of the cuſtoms to that princeſs, and he bequeathed it to

his third ſon Sir Richard Smith, by whoſe daughter and co-heir, the title and right of

it at this inſtant, is lodged in Mr. Barrow of Suffolk.

Eff-Bridge in this pariſh, is a ſecond place which exacts our remembrance. This

with Honychild in St. Mary's pariſh, likewiſe in Romney Marſh, did anciently be

long partly to the abby of Bradſole, alias St. Radigunds in Dover, and partly to the

knights of St. John, which upon the general ſuppreſſion in the twenty-ninth year of

Henry the eighth, of all religious cloiſters and ſeminaries, were ſwallowed up in the

demean of the crown, and lay there, till Edward the ſixth granted them in leaſe to

Cuthbert Vaughan, Eſquire; who afterwards in the fourth year of queen Elizabeth,

purchaſed the fee ſimple of them, of the crown, and upon his deceaſe, which hap

pened not long after, diſpoſed of Honychild, i to his ſon-in-law Roger Twiſden,

Eſquire, and Eſt-Bridge, to his wife's ſon Richard Dering, Eſquire, in right of which

original donation, Sir Edward Dering, of Surrenden Dering in Pluckley, baronet,

great grandchild of this Mr. Richard Dering, is preſent poſſeſſor of this manor of

Eſt-Bridge.

Thirdly, Silwell, in this pariſh, is not to be omitted; it was in elder generations

an appendage or limb, which made up the body of that plentiful income, which

appertained to the abby of Boxley, in this county, and upon the diſſolution, was

(with much other of the church demean, by Henry the eighth) granted to Walter

Henley, Eſquire, after created Sir Walter Henley, and one of the privy council to

Henry the eighth, and Edward the ſixth. But, as though there had been ſome

fatal maledićtion, which like original ſin did cleave to the poſſeſſion, he left no

iſſue-male to enjoy that large patrimony, he had thus atchieved, but concluded

in three daughters and co-heirs, Elizabeth married to William Waller of Grome

bridge, Helen firſt married to Thomas Colepeper of Bedgebury, Eſquire, ſecondly,

to Sir George Somerſet, and thirdly, to Thomas Vane of Burſton, in Hunton,

Eſquire, and then Anne married to Richard Covert of Slaugham, in Suſſex, Eſquire,

who ſhared by theſe matches and alliances, a conſiderable part of his inheritance,

in which this manor of Silwell was involved.

NEWINGTON, in the hundred of Milton, has the addition of Lucies prefixed

before it, to diſtinguiſh it from Newington, in the hundred of Street. It was the

ancient patrimony of the noble family of Lucy. The firſt whom I find amongſt re

cords ..?deep antiquity, was extracted out of Normandy; within the precinéts of

which province, or upon the verge and margent of it, there is a ſignory of that

name yet exiſtent. G. de Lucy (ſo he is written in the moſt authentic copies of the

Battle-abby roll) entered England with William the Conqueror. Fulbert de Lucy,

and in ſome old regiſters written Sir Fulbert, changed his name of Lucy, into that

of Dover, when he was by William the Conqueror made one of the aſſiſtants to

John de Fiennes, in the guard of Dover-caſtle, having fifteen knights fees aſſigned

tC)

+ Sir William Twiſden ſold Honychild to William Sidley, grandfather to Sir Charles Sidley the in
flant owner.
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to him in that track; for the ſupport of his dignity and truſt. # William de Dover

was one of the magnates or peers, who was teſt to the charter of Maud the em

preſs, whereby ſhe creates Miles of Glouceſter earl of Hereford. Hugh de Dover

was ſheriff of Kent, the eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, and

fourteenth years of Henry the ſecond. Sir Richard de Lucy was lord chief juſtice

and protećtor of England, in the reign of the abovementioned prince, of whom I

have more largely diſcourſed at Leſnes in Erith. j. Aymer de Lucy was with

Richard the firſt in Paleſtine, at the fiege of Acon, and in memory of ſome fignal

ſervice manifeſted there in that holy quarrel, added the croſs croſslets, unto his pater

nal coat, which was before only three piſces lucii, that is pike fiſh. Geffrey de Lucy

was frequently ſummoned to fit in parliament, as baron, in the reign of Edward the

firſt, as the rolls of ſummons, which relate to that king's time, now preſerved in the

tower, ſufficiently inform us. This Geffrey, with his two brothers, Aymery and

Thomas de Lucy, were engaged with Edward the firſt, at the fiege of Car

laverock in Scotland, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, and there received the

order of knighthood. They were ſons to Geffrey de Lucy, who was conſtituted

high admiral of England, in the time of Henry the third, as appears Pat. 8. Hen. 3.

Memb. 4. William and Anthony Lucy, both of this family, were frequently ſum

moned to fit in parliament, as barons, in the reign of Edward the third. In the ſixth

year of Edward the third, Geffrey de Lucy (who held Lucy's at his death, which was

in the twentieth year of that monarch) had a charter of free-warren to this manor,

which privilege was renewed and confirmed by Henry the ſixth to Waher Lucy, in

the twenty-ſeventh year of his reign, in which year he died, and left his eitate

here to his ſon Sir Jeffery Lucy, who with his ſole daughter and heir Mawd Lucy,

tranſmitted this manor to her huſband Sir William Vaux of the county of Northamp

ton, whoſe ſon Thomas Vaux alienated it about the twenty-ſeventh year of the reign

of Henry the eighth, to Sir Roger Cholmeley, a younger branch of the Cholmeleys,

of Cholmeley in Cheſhire; from which family, in our grandfathers memory, it was

by ſale paſſed away to Sead, and from Sead by as quick a viciſſitude it came over by

purchaſe to Oſborne, by whom, not many years.fince, it was ſold to Pagitt of London,

Tracies is a ſecond place in this pariſh, which comes within this liſt; it was in

elder times the inheritance of a family of that appellation. }. de Tracy was teſt

to an old deed of Richard de Lucy, which I have ſeen, wherein he demiſes ſome

land to William de Frogenhall; the deed is without date, but by the antiquity of

the charaćter ſeems to commence from the reign of Henry the third. Whether

theſe Tracies were extračted from the Tracies of Devon and Glouceſterſhire, or not,

I cannot poſitively determine, becauſe theſe of Kent bore a different coat from the

other, as appears by all old ordinaries, vid, argent, two bends between nine§:
gules. After the Tracies had left the poſſeſſion of this place, which was about the be

ginning of Henry the fourth, the Colepepers of Bedgebury were by purchaſe ſeized

of the fee-fimple of it, but ſtaid not long in the fruition of it, for in the reign of

Henry the ſixth, it was Clifford's of Bobbing court, not far diſtant, from whom by

fale, in the reign of Henry the eighth, it fell under the ſignory of Thomas Linacre,
prieſt. • * * * * * * * * * * * . . . .

Frogenhall, in this pariſh likewiſe, was a branch of that wide demean, which lay

diffuſed in this territory, and did acknowledge itſelf to be of the poſſeſſion of

the ancient family, of Frogenhall, whoſe feat was in Frogenhall in Tenham; but

whether this was the land which I mentioned to be, by deed tranſmitted to William

de Frogenhali, in the time of Henry the third, by Sir Richard de Lucy, I cannot

poſitively determine, though it is, probable; it was, and that afterwards, as was

uſual in thoſe times, to perpetuate the memory of the poſſeſſor, William de Frogen

hall fixed his own name upon it. And in this family did the poſſeſſion continue, till

Thomas Frogenhall concluded in three co-heirs, of which Elizabeth was one, who

married with John Northwood of Milton, and ſo linked it fo the inheritance of that.

family, where it had not long remained when a like fatality brought this family,

likewiſe to expire in daughters and co-heirs, ſo that this place came by Joan, one of

them, to be the fee-ſimple of Sir John Norton, but was not long reſident in this

- family;
". . . . . .'; … " ...?' ' ' ' '. .

t Sec Selden's titles of honour, page 644, f Ex veteri rot. pene; Edo. Dering mil. & baronettum defundum.



K E W T Surveyed and Illuſtrated. 249

ſ

family; for he, about the beginning of Henry the eighth, conveyed it to Thomas

Linacre, prieſt, abovementioned, who dying in the ſeventeenth year of the above

recited pringe, gave both Tracies and Frogenhall for ever, to augment the revenue of

All ſouls college in Oxford.

The manor of Newington itſelf belonged (as an ancient manuſcript, now in my

cuſtody, informs me) to a nunnery which was erected here in this pariſh, but by

whom it was founded or endowed is unknown ; only this manuſcript I mentioned

before, rehearſes a direful tragedy, which it cites, as is pretended, out of Thorn

the chronicler of St. Auguſtins, and other old manuſcripts; which is this. Divers of

the nuns being warped with a malicious defire of revenge, took the advantage of

the night, and ſtrangled the lady abbeſs, who was the object of their fury, and

paſſionate animoſities, in her bed; and after, to conceal ſo execrable an aſſaſſination,

threw her body into a pit, which afterwards contračted the taditional appellation

of Nun-pit ; but this barbarous offence being not long after miraculouſly diſcovered

(the manuſcript does not intimate how) king Henry the third, in whoſe time this

tragedy was ačted, ſeized this manor into his hands, and having by conſent of the

church tranſmitted the nuns, who were culpable, to the ſecular power, by death to

make expiation for this crime, he ſent the guiltleſs nuns into Shepey, and after filled

their cloiſter with ſeven ſecular canons; four of which not long after (as if ſome

ſecret impiety had lurked in the walls of the convent) murdered one of the frater

nity; upon which the king ſeizes this manor again into his hands, which he had

before given back to the ſupport of this new inſtituted ſeminary ; two parts of which

lying in the hamlet of Thetham by the two guiltleſs canons, with the approbation

of Henry the third, were aſſigned to the abby of St. Auguſtins (though ſome writ

ings more ancient affirm them to be given under the notion of two prebendaries to

that convent) by William the Conqueror; and the other five parts of this manor,

were by the aboveſaid Henry the third, granted to his lord chief juſtice, Sir Richard

de Lucy, whoſe ſon Almericus de Lucy, ſays the manuſcript, did in the year 1278,

exchange them with the monks of St. Auguſtins; and thus was this manor faſtened

to the patrimony of the church, and ſo continued, till the general diſſolution in the

time of Henry the eighth diſunited it, and linked it afterwards to the poſſeſſion of

the crown, in whoſe demean, till the death of the late king Charles, it lay, ever ſince

the firſt ſuppreſſion, involved.

At this pariſh of Newington, not long ſince, were digged up many Roman urns,

not far diſtant from the high way or common paſſage, it being agreeable unto

Roman pračtice to inter in thoſe places, where their monuments might be obvious

almoſt to every eye, memorials of themſelves, and memento's of mortality unto

living paſſengers, whom the epitaphs of great ones were fain to beg to ſtay and look

upon them. Some of theſe were of a larger, and ſome again of a narrower

capacity, it being cuſtomary amongſt the Romans, for the ſervants and clients to

obtain repoſitories for their remains in urns of a leſſer; for the maſters and patrons

to ſlumber in urns of a more wide and ſpacious dimenſion ; and many were ſo

curious, that they contrived vaſt family-urns to continue their living relations,

wherein the aſhes of their neareſt kindred and friends, at leaſt ſome parcels of them,

might, as in ſome common exchequer, be treaſured up, that ſo the union in life

might be multiplied and inforced by an amicable correſpondence, even in the place

of ſepulture ; thus the aſhes of Domitian were mingled with thoſe of julia, and

thoſe of Achilles ſlept in the ſame urn with thoſe of his Patroclus. That this uſage

or practice of the Romans extracted its pedigree from Greece is manifeſt. For all

authors that have taken a proſpect of the Grecian rites of funerals, conſent that

thoſe of Megara ſhut up the bones of four or five perſons in the narrow confines of

one repertory, or ſepulchral urn. It is farther obſervable, that theſe urns diſcovered

at Newington, where ſeveral of them embroidered with particular inſcriptions;

one had Severianus pater inſculped upon it, another was endorſed with Priſtian, and

a third with Fulvius Linus; this alſo was uſual amongſt the Romans, not only to

ſuperſcribe the names of thoſe whoſe remains were lodged within, but likewiſe

ſometimes to devote their duſt to thoſe deities they called topical Gods, ſuch as

3 S Were
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were here, Deus Viterineus, Deus Morguntis, Deus Mounus, Deus Civitatis Brigantum,

Camulus Deus Sanélus, Gadumus, &c. Sometimes they endorſed D. M. that is, Diis

Manibus, and then we often meet with Patera's, or ſacrificing diſhes, lachrymatories,

veſſels of oil, and other aromatical libations, which age and a long date of time had

condenſed into the conſiſtence of gellies; ſometimes again their urns were placed or

ſituated near ſome bound or land-mark, and then their aſhes incloſed, were conſecrated

to the peculiar protećtion of Deus Terminus, and were cloiſtered in a repoſitory or

veſſel, much in figure or reſemblance like a Roman urn, but only the cover was

more wide and deep at top, and this they ſtiled Arca Finalis. Beſides theſe at New

ington, there are many other examples of ſuch endorſements amongſt the Romans;

I ſhall cull out ſome few, Marcus Plautius, who ſlew himſelf for the love of his

wife Oreſtilla, who deceaſed at Tarentum in her paſſage to Aſia, that ſo he might ac

company her in death, as he had done in life, had his aſhes blended together with

hers in one urn, whilſt this ſubſcription without adorned their mingled duſt, The two

1overs. Not many years ſince there was digged up, near Coggeſhall, in Eſſex, an

urn, which offered up to the ſpe&tators view this inſcription, Coccilli M. that is,

Coccilli Manibus. And not many years before at the Bath was repreſented to public

inſpection, an urn, with this endorſement inſculped, Vibía jucunda An. XXX bie

ſepulta; I could diſcover more of this nature; but I return. In theſe Newington

urns, as my intelligence inſtrućts me, there were traced out many pieces of Roman

coin, it being cuſtomary amongſt that nation, not only to incloſe coin or money,

both of conſulary and imperial ſtamp, by which the date of their friends deceaſe,

might be hinted to an intelligent obſervation; but likewiſe fragments of thoſe

things the deceaſed in his life time did particularly affect, as namely, ſpear heads,

pieces of darts and ſwords, broken armour, the caſfis or helmet, ſhields, goblets,

berill rings, beſides a great number of gems, with heads of gods and goddeſſes, and

the portaiture of ſeveral creatures, faſhioned out of agate and amber. Now if any

will inquire of me, when this cuſtom of burning the dead, and after depoſiting

their duſt in ſepulchral urns, became to be in uſe amongſt the Romans ? I confeſs I

am ſatisfied the time is uncertain, though I dare poſitively aver, it was originally

tranſported from Greece, where it was uſed, though with more formality, long be

fore it was adopted into the uſuages of this nation. For firſt the Grecians burned

only the bodies of thoſe of more eminent account, but denied it to thoſe who were

of baſer allay, or of obſcurer fame; as likewiſe they did to deceaſed infants; to

thoſe who were blaſted or deſtroyed with lightning, becauſe they ſuperſtitiouſly

conceived them enemies to the powers above; to thoſe who had impiouſly laid

violent hands upon themſelves; and laſtly, to thoſe who had by a perfidious

apoſtacy, declared themſelves to be deſerters and betrayers of their country. Secondly,

they burned only the fleſh of the body, reſerving the bones to be laid up in cheſts

of repertories, which they called Thecae, which amongſt the Romans had the title of

Oſſuaria, beſtowed on them. Thirdly, they eſtcemed it ſo great an honour for any

perſon to ſleep in his own native country, that if he deceaſed in any foreign region,

which was in amity with them, they there, after their cuſtomary manner burned

his body, and with much ſolemnity tranſported his relicks to the place of his nativity,

and at every croſs way had their appointed feaſts, which were made at the expence

of the relations and friends of the defunét, which they called their Compitalia.

Eaſtly, they ſtrewed flowers on the urns and repoſitories of the dead, and adorned

them with ribands, as they did the urn of Philopaeman ; but they more particularly

affected the ſtrewing of myrtle, and amaranthus, on the aſhes of their departed

relations, as the Romans did that of the roſe; yet both of them did concur in the

compoſition of the funeral pile, which was furniſhed and made up of roſemary,

laryx, yew, cypreſs, and fir, wherein it is probable were couched ſome tacit hints

of their ſurviving hopes; and in which myſterious hieroglyphicks, as being trees

which were perpetually verdant, were wrapped up ſome ſecret inferences of a future

reſurrection. That this cuſtom of burning the dead did afterwards by an univerſal

imitation extend and ſpread itſelf to other nations. That the Druids and ruling

prieſts were accuſtomed to burn their dead is expreſſed by Pomponius. That they

held that pračtice in Gaul, Ceſar expreſly delivers. That burning the dead was

uſed in Sarmatia, is affirmed by Gaguinus. That the Swedes and Gothlanders did

- frequently
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frequently commit their princes and more eminent perſons to the fire, is delivered

by Saxo and Olaus. That this was the old German practice, is alſo aſſerted by

Tacitus. And that it was cuſtomary amongſt the Danes, ſeveral urns, diſcovered in

Jutland and Sleſwick, not many years ſince, do eaſily evince, which contained not

only bones, but many other ſubſtances in them, as knives, pieces of iron, braſs

and wood, and one of Norway a braſs gilded Jews-harp. When this cuſtom of

burning the dead languiſhed into diſuſe, is uncertain ; but that it began to vaniſh,

upon the dawning of chriſtianity, as vapours and miſts ſcatter before a morning ſun,

is without controverſy ; but when the light of it did more vigorouſly reflect, like a

meridian beam, on all the gloomy corners and receſſes of paganiſm and infidelity;

then this uſe of urn-burial, was wholly ſuperſeded, and found a tomb itſelf in the

more ſober and ſeverer pračtice of chriſtianity. And thus much ſhall be ſaid con

cerning theſe urns digged up at Newington. -

The manor of Levenoke, in this pariſh, ought in the laſt place to be taken notice

of; but the deeds being diſperſed into the hands of thoſe who are ſtrangers both to

this county and my deſign, I cannot give the reader that ſatisfaction in this par

ticular that I aim at. Only thus much I can inform him, that by an old court roll

in the hands of Mr. Staninough of this pariſh, lately deceaſed, I diſcovered that

in the reign of Edward the third, and Richard the ſecond, it was the poſſeſſion of

John Fitz, and it is probable by the heir general of this name, it devolved to Ar

nold of Rocheſter; and more to fortiſy this, ſome ancient country people at my

being there, did aſſure me, they had it by traditional intelligence from their pre

deceſſors, that that knight purchaſed it of one Arnold; but of that there is no

certainty, only this is poſitive, that about the latter end of Henry the eighth, that

knight enjoyed it, and in this name it remained until almoſt our memory, and then

it was conveyed to Goldſmith, and he alienated it to Barrow, whoſe deſcendant

having morgaged it to Mr. . . . . . . Alſton, of London, he very lately hath tranſ

planted all his right by ſale, into Mr. . . . . . . . Liſle of Middleſex, now de.

ceaſed. - -

NOCKHOLT, in the hundred of Ruxley, was a branch which was incorporated

into the revenue of the lord Say. William de Say died poſſeſſed of it, in the twenty

third year of Edward the third, and from this man was it tranſmitted to his grand

child Geffrey Say, who concluded in a ſole daughter and heir, called Elizabeth,

who was married to William Fiennes Eſquire, and ſo in her right was Nockholt

united to the poſſeſſion of this noble family ; from this man was Richard Fiennes

deſcended, who enjoyed this manor ſucceſſively from him, and married Joan the ſole

female heir of Thomas lord Dacre, of Hurſtmonceaux, in Suſſex, who was ex

tracted from Edward lord Dacre, who was ſummoned to parliament by the title of

lord Dacre of Hurſtmonceaux, in the reign of Edward the ſecond, and in her right

was this man ſummoned to parliament by the name of Richard Fiennes lord Dacres,

in the government of Henry the fixth. And here did both the barony of Dacre,

and the inheritance of Nockholt continue, till Gregory Fiennes lord Dacres de

ceaſed, in the thirty fixth year of queen Elizabeth, and left by teſtament Margaret

his ſiſter married to Sampſon Lennard, Eſquire, he having no iſſue, heir to his

large poſſeſſions, amongſt which this manor was involved ; from Sampſon Lennard,

who was created lord Dacres, in the ſecond year of king James, it is now come

down by ſucceſſive inheritance to be the inſtant patrimony of his grandchild Francis

lord Dacres the preſent baron of Hurſtmonceaux.

There are two other manors in this pariſh, but of ſmall importance, called

Brampton, and Shelleys-court, or at Ockholt, both of which had owners, who engraf

ted their own ſirname upon them. There is a recital in the Book of Aid, of one

John de Brampton, who held land at Nockholt and Ditton, in the reign of Edward

the firſt. From this family, Brampton came by a female heir to be the inheritance

of Petley, who about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, conveyed it to Oliver, alias

Quintin, and hath been for almoſt two hundred years, as appears by the evidences

InOW
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now in ths hands of Mr. Robert Oliver, of the Grange, in the pariſh of Leybourn,

in the tenure and poſſeſſion of that name and family.

Shelleys-court, called in the evidences likewiſe at Ockholt, was, as high as the

reign of Edward the third, as the original deeds now in the hands of Mr. Robert

Auſtin of Bexley inform me, the inheritance of Shelley, and remained united to

the poſſeſſion of that family, till the government of queen Mary; and then by

ſale the whole demiſe, was paſſed away by Sir John Champneys, lord mayor of

london, by William Shelley, the laſt of this name at this place; from whom it

devolved to his ſon Sir Juſtinian Champneys, who left it to his ſon Mr. Richard

Champneys, Eſquire ; and he almoſt in the remembrance of that age we live in,

alienated his concern in it, to the preſent poſſeſſor Mr. Gooday of Suffolk.

NONINGTON, in the hundred of Wingham and Eaſtry, hath diverſe places in

it of conſiderable repute. The firſt is Fredville, called in old deeds Froidville, from

its bleak and eminent ſituation. Times of an elder inſcription, repreſent it to have

been the poſſeſſion of Colkin, vulgarly called Cokin, who it is probable erected the

ancient fabrick, and brought it into the ſhape and order of an habitation; this

family was originally extracted from Canterbury, where they had a lane which bore

their name, being called Colkins lane, and likewiſe had the inheritance or propriety

of Worth-gate in that city. William Colkin founded an hoſpital near Faſtbridge,

which celebrated his name to poſterity, and was called Colkin's hoſpital ; he flouriſh

ed in the time of king John, and was a liberal benefactor to the hoſpitals of St.

Nicholas, St. Katharine, and St. Thomas, of Eaſtbridge, in Canterbury, as is re

corded by Mr. William Somner, in his ſurvey of that city, page 1 16. But to

proceed; John Colkin died poſſeſſed of Fredvill the tenth of Edward the third, and

in his poſterity was the title reſident, until the latter end of Richard the ſecond, and

then it was conveyed to Thomas Charlton; and he by a fine, levied the ſecond of

Henry the ſecond, tranſplants his intereſt into John Quadring, in whoſe name it

made its abode, until Joan Quadring, the heir general of Thomas Quadring, this

man's ſucceſſor, carried the title along with her to her huſband Richard Dryland;

and he about the latter end of Edward the fourth, alienated it to John Netherſole;

who by fine levied in the ſecond year of Richard the third, conveyed it to William

Bois, Eſquire, deſcended from I. de Boſco or de Bois, ſo written in ſome old copies

of the Battle Abby roll, and in others R. de Boſco or de Bois, who entered into

England with William the Conqueror, which William had iſſue Thomas Bois, who

dying in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, left two ſons; to Thomas his eldeſt he

deviſed Fredville, with his eſtate there; to William his youngeſt, Bonington, and

the lands annexed to it: ſo that the eldeſt had the faireſt, and the youngeſt the

ancient ſeat; from Fredville are ſtreamed out firſt the Bois's of Hode, the ſecond

branch of the eldeſt houſe ; Secondly, thoſe of Betſhanger; Thirdly, Bais of Sand

wich iſſued out from thoſe of Betſhanger. From Bonington are extracted the Bois’s

of Willſborough, being the ſecond branch of the ſecond houſe; ſecondly, Bois of

Offington, and thirdly, Bois of Hawkherſt. From Thomas Bois abovementioned

is the title of Fredville in a ſucceſſive line now devolved to his ſucceſiur John

Bois, Eſquire.

Elmington is a ſecond place of note in this pariſh. It was made eminent in

former times, by being parcel of the patrimony of Condye of Condies hall in Wit

ſtaple, who likewiſe had ſome intereſt in Fredville by purchaſe from Colkin, which

William Condy paſſed away to Thomas Charlton abovementioned; which William

was ſon and heir to John de Condy, who died poſſeſſed of Elmington, the fifth of

September, in the forty-ſecond year of Edward the third, and by deſcendant right

was inveſted in the propriety of this place, but enjoyed it not long ; for he dying

without iſſue, Robert Grubbe, who had married Margaret, fifter and co-heir of the

aboveſaid William, entered upon the poſſeſſion. But he likewiſe concluding in two

daughters and co-heirs, Agnes, one of them, by marrying with John Iſaack annexed

this to his inheritance, and his ſucceſſor James liſaack, about the latter end of Henry

the
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the ſeventh, conveyed it to George Guldford, Eſquire, who not long after tranſ.

mitted the intereſt he had in this place, by ſale, to Betenham ; in whom the poſ.

ſeſſion was but of a frail and narrow continuance, for from this family, a viciſſitude

like the former, about the latter end of Henry the eighth, carried it away to Sir

Chriſtopher Hales, and his ſon Sir James Hales, not long after, demiſed it to

William Bois, Eſquire, anceſtor to Joſeph Bois, of Fredville, Eſquire, who now

holds the inſtant ſignory of it.

St. Albans is a third place in Nonington, which exačts our notice; it is called ſo

becauſe it was wrapped up in the revenue of the abby of St. Albans, and did par

take of the like privileges as that monaſtery enjoyed ; a ſcale of which you may read

of, recorded in the late printed Monaſticum Anglicanum, too tedious here to recapitu

late. It was in elder times called Eſole, and was held by one Edmund de Akeholt,

in knights ſervice, whoſe arms in Nonington church, (videlicet, quarterly argent and

azure, over all a bend componée, or and gules) are yet viſible and obvious. This

manor upon the general diſſolution, in the reign of Henry the eighth, being found

involved in the patrimony of the aboveſaid abby, was in the thirty-ſecond year of

that prince, granted with all its appendages to Sir Chriſtopher Hales, and his ſon

James Hales, about the beginning of Edward the fixth, conveyed it to John Sticker,

who in the fifth year of that prince alienated it to Sir Thomas Colepeper of Bedg

bery, from whom, not long after, the ſame mutation tranſplanted it into Sir Thomas

Moile, and he demiſed the propriety of it by ſale to Thomas Hamon, Eſquire, an

ceſtor to Anthony Hamon, Eſquire, who now enjoys the preſent ſignory of it.

At the borough of Woolwich, in this pariſh, is a place called Oxendens, which

was the original ſeminary and fountain of thoſe of that name and family in this county.

Ratling is another place in Nonington of principal note; it contributed in times of

a more venerable date both ſeat and ſirname to a family of that appellation. It would

be too tedious and voluminous a digreſſion to recite all thoſe whom ancient records

repreſent to be the poſſeſſors of this place ; I ſhall only take notice of Sayer de

Ratling, ſon of Sir Robert de Ratling, who was the laſt of the name who enjoyed

it, and had it in poſſeſſion at his deceaſe, which was in the tenth year of Richard the

ſecond, and left Joan his daughter and heir, who was married to John Spicer, from

whom the Spicers, who were owners of the manor of Sherford in Monks Horton in

this county, were collaterally extraćted; but it appears they were of no long re

ſidence at this place ; for this man and his name together went out in co-heirs; ſo

that Ratling fell under the dominion of a new proprietor; for by Cicely, one of them,

it was knit to the demean of her huſband John Izaack, of Blackmanberry, in

Bredge, and by this alliance the title became tied to this family, till Edward Izaack,

this man's grandchild, in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, by ſale collated his right

in it on Sir John Phineux, whoſe ſucceſſor in the next age after, alienated it to

Nevinſon; from whom not ſo many years are yet elapſed, but that almoſt our memory

may attack the time of the ſale. By the ſame fatality, the poſſeſſion and title was

rolled into the enjoyment of the preſent owner Sir William Cowper.

Oldcourt is a third place which may exact our account ; it was anciently parcel of

the demean of a good old family, who derived their firname from the pariſh of Good

neſton, vulgarly called Gonſton, by no far diſtance removed from this place, and

continued in an uninterrupted ſeries, from John, William, and Robert de Godneſton,

of whom there is frequent mention in private evidences, and who flouriſhed in the

reigns of Henry the third, and Edward the firſt, as their dateleſs deeds do intimate,

until the reign of Edward the fourth, poſſeſſed of this place, and then it went by

Edith, daughter and heir of Edward Godneſton, in whom the name was entombed, to

Vincent Engham, deſcended from the Enghams, or Edinghams of Wood-church,

from whom it went away by ſale to John Sydley, Eſquire, auditor to Henry the

ſeventh, who added much to the ſplendor and magnificence of the Sydleys of

Southfleet, by thoſe additional improvements, with which he encreaſed the patri

mony of that family. When this name went out, the next family which ſucceeded

in the poſſeſſion of this place by purchaſe, was Wild of Canterbury, deſcended ori

ginally from the Wilds of the county of Worceſter, where they are entituled to an

txtraction of deep antiquity, whoſe ſucceſſor, Sir John Wild of Canterbury, in that
/ º T age
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age we call our fathers, paſſed away his right in Oldcourt to Merſh, who holds the

inſtant fee-ſimple of it.

NORTHBOURNE, in the hundred of Eaſtry, was given to Chriſt-church, in

Canterbury, by Eadbald, king of Kent, (as the records of that church do aſſert) .

after his return to the Chriſtian faith; for formerly by an open deſertion or apoſtacy,

he had renounced thoſe principles of religion, which originally had been infuſed in

to him. And being thus caſt into the revenue of the church, it remained incor

porated in its patrimony, till the public diſſolution made by Henry the eighth, diſ.

ſevered it, and laid it up in the lap of the royal demean, where it continued couched

till queen Elizabeth firſt granted it in leaſe for life, to her foſter-brother Saunders,

(ſo he was ſtiled, becauſe his mother had been her nurſe) upon whoſe deceaſe it re

verts to the crown, and king James upon his firſt aſcending the Engliſh throne,

granted the demean to Sir Edwin Sandys, a perſon who had performed ſome exem

plary ſervice for him upon his firſt admiſfion to the ſcepter of this nation, which

obliged him to this conceſſion, from whom it is now by deſcent transferred to his

grandchild, ſon to colonel Sandys, who in the late inteſtine conteſts between the

king and his two houſes, received a mortal wound in a vigorous encounter betwixt

him and prince Rupert at Worceſter, of which ſome time after he languiſhed away,

and deceaſed.*

There was, when Leland made his ſurvey of Kent, which was in the reign of

Henry the eighth, the relicks of an old ſtone houſe, which the tradition of that

age did affirm to have been the palace of the abovementioned Eadbald. And there

was, not many years before the ſame author made this perambulation, as he in the

ſame manuſcript does aſſert, a wall broken down, by which hole or inſet was diſ

covered a little cell or chamber in which it opened, where were found the fragmen

tary remains of two children, who had in that gloomy repoſitory been (as was then

conjećtured) for many preceding ages been mured up ; and, which did improve

the wonder, in one of theſe obſolete ſkeletons was deſcried a ſtiff pin of Latin.

Tikenburſt in this pariſh, now by corruption of the firſt etymology called Tick

ºnes, in elder times was the revenue of a family known by that ſirname; ſome of

whom are witneſſes to deeds of a very high date, now in the hands of Mr. Richard

Fogge of Dane-court, in Tilmanſton. After this family, which had left its name

ingrafted upon this place, was worn our, which was before the reign of Henry the

ſixth, the Stoddards, from whom the Stoddards of Modingham, near Eltham, were

originally extracted, became poſſeſſors of the fee, and in the patrimony of this

family was the title of this place for ſeveral generations involved, till in our grand

fathers memory, it was by ſale tranſplanted into the propriety of Peyton of Knowl

ton, ſo that it is in right of that purchaſe now incorporated into the income of Sir

Thomas Peyton, baronet, who is the preſent lord of the fee. -

Northfleet was always a branch of that revenue which fell under the ſpiritual

ſignory of Chriſt-church. By the pages of Doomſday Book, we may take a brief

roſpect of what it was in the time of the Conqueror. Northfleet (ſays that record)

in T. E. R. ſe defendebat pro VI. ſullingis, & nunc pro V. eſt manerium appretiatum XX.

& VII. lb. That is, Northfleet in the time of Edward the confeſſor, did defend it

ſelf for fix ſullings or ploughed lands; but now, that is in the time of William the

conqueror, only for five, and upon the appraiſment was rated at twenty-ſeven

pound ; and thus did it continue riveted by the charters of ſeveral princes, which

had confirmed the patrimony of Chriſt-church, in Canterbury, into the eſtate of

the church, till that whirlwind which aroſe in the time of Henry the eighth, threw

it into the common diſſolution, and then by public authority it was united to the re

venue of the crown, and there was fixed, till the year one thouſand ſix hundred and

eight, and then the title was torn off.

Ifield, Well, Coſington, and Shinglewell, are four ſmall manors which are circum

ſcribed within the limits of this pariſh. They were in ages of a more venerable

aſpect,

* The manor was ſold in 1630, to Mr. Edward t Little Mongeham was given by king Edbert,

Bois, father to Jo. Bois, of Betſhanger, Eſq. under the notion of ſix ploughed lands, to the abby

of St. Auſtins.
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aſpect, the patrimony of Hever of Hever. William de Hever had a charter of

free-warren granted to his lands at Ifield, and Shinglewell, and other lands in North

fleet, in the ninth year of Edward the firſt, which was renewed to Thomas de

Hever, in the fourth year of Edward the third, but he left no heirs male, to en

joy his privilege; for he and his name expired in females, whereof Joan, one of his

co-heirs, was married to Reginald Cobham, who was ſummoned to parliament by

writ as baron of Sterborough in Surry, in the twenty ſecond year of Edward the

third, and the other was married to John Brocas, but his eſtate at theſe above

mentioned places, was upon the partition annexed to the patrimony of the lord

Cobham ; from which family, about the reign of Henry the fourth, it came over to

John Rykeld, who with his ſon William Rykeld, lies entombed in Northfleet

church ; but it ſeems this laſt mentioned William, deceaſed without iſſue-male, for

Roſe his ſole daughter and heir, was married to Edward Limſey, deſcended from

Ralph de Limſey, who held the manor of Budbrook in Warwickſhire, the twentieth

of William the Conqueror, as is teſtified by Doomſday Book; and this man had

iſſue John Limſey, to whom Ifield Shinglewell, and the other two places in right of

his mother, did ſucceſſively devolve. But it ſeems the title of Wells, Cofington,

and Ifield, did not long dwell in John Limſey; for in the firſt year of Richard the

third, he alienated them to John Young; from which family, in the middle of the

reign of Henry the eighth, they came back again to acknowledge the ſignory of

Limſey, in whom again the poſſeſſion was as tranſitory as formerly; but before the

latter end of Henry the eighth, they were conveyed to Rainsford, from whom,'about

the beginning of queen Elizabeth, they were by ſale paſſed away to alderman Gar

ret of London, and in this family was the inheritance lodged, until almoſt thoſe

times which fell under the cogniſance of our remembrance, and then they were diſ

poſed of, by ſale, to Child.

Derndale is another ancient ſeat in Northfleet, which in old evidences, ſome of

which are not bounded with any date, is ſtiled Derendale, as having in elder times

(as it appears by old deeds) poſſeſſors of that name; and when they had deſerted

the poſſeſſion, which was before the latter end of Edward the third, it became the

inheritance of William Wangford, whoſe ſon William Wangford, was ſerjeant at

law, and a great benefactor to Rocheſter bridge; and he being his heir to this place,

in the fifteenth year of Henry the fixth, paſſed it away to John and William Flucke;

from whom ſuddenly after it came over by purchaſe to John Rouſe, deſcended from

William Rouſe of Birling, whoſe ſon John Rouſe demiſed land in Northfleet, as

appears by an old deed, to John Rouſe, in the thirty-third year of Edward the

third, and this abovementioned John Rouſe, in the tenth year of Edward the

fourth, demiſed his right in this place to Thomas Wombwell, and John Clifton,

Eſquire, and this John Clifton, dying without iſſue in the year 1471, bequeaths

his intereſt in it by will to Thomas Wombwell, and he, becauſe he was originally

extraćted from a place in Yorkſhire called Wombwell, erected a houſe here, which

he adopted into his own name, and ſtiled it Wombwell hall, which with Derendale

remained involved in the poſſeſſion of this family, until ſome few years paſt the title

was by ſale tranſplanted into Edward Adye, Eſquire, barriſter at law, and Mrs.

Leah Fortree, who not long ſince ſettled her moiety on her ſon and heir Mr. James

Fortree of Spittlecomb in Greenwich.

Shinglewell is another place in Northfleet, which may deſervedly be taken notice

of, becauſe Hever is ſituated within the precinéts of it, which was the ſeminary or

ſeedplot of the ancient family of Hever, and though Hever caſtle, by reaſon of its

grandeur and magnificence, was their capital manſion, yet this was the original

fountain or cradle, from whence the family primitively iſſued forth. William de

Hever was a perſon of note, and was engaged with Richard the firſt at the ſiege of

Acon. In the ſeventh year of the reign of king John, as appears by the pipe-rolls

of that time, Hugh de Hever, and Walter de Hever, were recognitores magne aſſe,

a place if we calculate it for the meridian of thoſe times, of a very great latitude of

power, truſt, and concern; for they were looked upon in all cauſes either of

criminal or civil aſpect, as the repreſentative body of the county ; and from them

it is poſſible our preſent grand juries may ſeem to extract their firſtº
ichard
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Richard de Hever is found in the Kentiſh regiſter of thoſe who accompanied

Edward the firſt, in the nineteenth year of his reign, to Newcaſtle, where he ſum

moned the pretenders to the Scottiſh ſcepter, to give an account of the juſtice of

their title to that diadem. Thomas de Hever obtained a market to Shinglewell,

and two fairs; one at Michaelmas, which was to contiuue five days, and the ſecond

at the feaſt of St. Lawrence, which was to continue three, as appears, Chart. 4.

Edº 3. Num. 9. After this family was worn out, the Cobhams, by a right derived

from Reginaid de Cobham, who married Joan, one of the co-heirs of William de

Hever, were inveſted in the fee, and from them it paſſed away by ſale, about the

beginning of Henry the ſixth, to Rykeld, where the poſſeſſion was of no long

date; for Roſe, ſole heir of John Rykeld, by marrying with John Limſey, united

this manor of Hever to his patrimony, and in this name was the title reſident, until

the midſt of the reign of Henry the eighth, and then it was alienated to Rainsford,

and from this name the like devolution, about the beginning of queen Elizabeth,

carried it away to Garth, who almoſt in our fathers memory conveyed it away by

ſale to Mr. . . . . . . Child, from whom it is lately come over by purchaſe to be the

inheritance of Mr. . . . . . . Fortree of Greenwich.

NORTON, in the hundred of Feverſham, was as, high as I can track, the

inheritance of that family, whoſe firname was de Campania, and whoſe principal

ſeat was at Champions court in Newnham. John de Campania had a charter of

free warren, granted by royal indulgence to his manor of Norton, in the thirty-firſt

year of Edward the firſt, and when this name had deſerted the poſſeſſion, the title

of this place came to own the ſignory of John Boteler of Graveney, Eſquire, who

flouriſhed in the reign of Henry the fourth; but it is manifeſt, it was not very ſtable

in this name ; for, by Boteler, this man's ſole heir, it was incorporated into the

patrimony of John Martin, her huſband, afterwards judge of the common pleas;

and in this family was it reſident, till the reign of Henry the ſeventh, and then it

was conveyed away by ſale to Finch, iſſued out from the Finches of Groveherſt in

Milton. But the ſame fatality which brought it over to Martin, carried it away

from the name of Finch ; for this family, in our grandfathers memory, determining

in a daughter and heir, ſhe by marrying with Sonds, of Sonds place, at Darking, in .

Surry, linked Norton to the demean of that family; where, after the poſſeſſion

had ſome time been lodged, it went away by ſale, about the latter end of the reign

of queen Elizabeth, to Thomas Mills, Eſquire, who upon his deceaſe, which

was in the entrance of the reign of king Charles, by ſome addition of eſtate ſtill to

ſupport the name, and improve the luſtre of the family, gave it to his couſin Mills

of Suſſex, who in right of that teſtamentary donation is the inſtant poſſeſſor of

Norton.

Provenders is an ancient ſeat in this pariſh, once the manſion of a family of that fir

name, which though it be long ſince worn out at this place, yet it is ſtill (under a

charaćter of no deſpicable account) in being, in Wiltſhire; where for ſeveral ages

laſt paſt they have ſucceſſively ſettled. I have ſeen a deed without date, which about

the reign of Henry the third, fixes the poſſeſſion of this place in John de Proven

der, and this agrees with Sadrach Petit's inquiſition, who in his curious ſurvey of

ſeveral Kentiſh manors, taken in the twenty-eighth year of king Henry the eighth,

repreſents this place about the time of Henry the third, to be in the tenure of the

aboveſaid John de Provender. After the Provenders, the Quadrins were poſſeſſors;

and then ſucceſſively the Goldwells of Goldwell, which was in the reign of Richard

the ſecond, were proprietors of Provenders, and remained many years inveſted in

the fignory of it, till the common devolution of purchaſe tranſlated the right of it

to Dryland, a family of much ſplendor, and no leſs eſtate in this track; one of

which name, in the reign of Henry the eighth, paſſed away his intereſt in it by ſale

to Robert Atwater, Eſquire, juſtice of peace in this county in that age, and he

tranſmitted it by ſale to Sir James Hales, ſon of Sir John Hales, from which family,

in the time of queen Elizabeth, it went over by ſale to Sayer, in which family, after

the propriety ſome few years had reſted, it was almoſt within the limits of our re

membrance, ſold to Mr. Hugiſon of Dover, in right of which purchaſe, after the

deceaſe of her mother, it is to devolve to Mrs. Jane Hugiſon, deſcended . 3.

econd

.
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ſecond ſon of this family, and lately married to + . . . . . . . Roberts of Canter

bury, Eſquire.

NUTSTED, in the hundred of Acſtane, was in elder times couched in the pa

trimony of a family called Graveſend, which was of no cheap or obſcure account in

this track; for Sir Stephen de Graveſend is in the regiſter or inventory of thoſe

knights which accompanied Edward the firſt, in his proſperous expedition into

Scotland, when by a ſucceſsful redućtion, he in the twenty-eighth year of his reign

ſubdued the ſtrong fortreſs of Carlaverock in Scotland. Richard de Graveſend,

biſhop of London, the more to improve the grandeur of Nutſted, which then was

entituled to his name and family, obtained a charter of free-warren to this manor,

in the twenty-ſeventh year of the aboveſaid prince. In the forty-ninth year of

Edward the third, Thomas de Graveſend died concerned in an eſtate here at Nutſted,

as appears, Rot. Eſc. Num. 63, parte ſecnnda, but not all the manor; for in the

twentieth year of Edward the third, Sir John de Beaumont paid reſpective aid for

lands which he held at Nutſted, as appears by the record, in the twentieth year of

Edward the third. But both theſe families, before the end of Henry the fourth,

were diſlodged from the poſſeſſion of this place, and then I find it caſt into the re

venue of a family called Middleton, who were not long lords of the fee; for in the

reign of Henry the ſixth, I find it in the tenure of Thomas Frowick, Eſquire, and

he by a fine levied, in the thirty-eighth year of that prince, conveyed it to Hugh

Brent, in which name it was reſident, until the beginning of Henry the ſeventh,

and then it was alienated to Martin; but William Martin, great grandchild of John

Martin the judge, dying without iſſue-male, Margaret his ſole daughter and heir

linked it unto the demean of her huſband Mr. John Rogers, in which family, after

it had reſided, until that age which was encircled in our fathers remembrance, it was

paſſed away by ſale to Sidley, and Sir John Sidley of St. Cleres, knight and baronet,

not many years fince, by the ſame viciſſitude, conveyed it to John Adye, of Doding

ton, Eſquire.

O.

FFHAM, in the hundred of Larkefield, was anciently divided between two

families, Corton and Ditton. Richard de Corton held half a knight's fee at this

place, and paid reſpective aid for it at making the Black Prince knight, as appears

by the Book of Aid, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, and Ralph de Dit

ton paid an auxiliary contribution for the other moiety, which likewiſe was held by

half a knight's fee, at the inveſture aboveſaid; but long it continued not to confeſs

the ſignory of theſe two families ; for Codwell, which was part of the manor of

Offham, was alienated by Richard de Corton to Thomas de Godchepe, and he was

in the enjoyment of it at his deceaſe, which was in the thirty firſt year' of Edward

the third. After Godchepe had deſerted the poſſeſſion, I find by ſome old court

rolls, that commence from the reign of Henry the fourth, that one John Melford

had the poſſeſſion, not only of Godwell, but of Snodbean, and Pepingſtraw like

wiſe, which his father had purchaſed of the heirs of Ditton; but not long after

this, was the title of thoſe places reſident in this family; for about the latter end

of Henry the ſixth, I find one moiety of them paſſed away to Browne, and the

other to Colepeper; in Colepeper the propriety remained, until the latter end of

Henry the ſeventh, and then it was demiſed by ſale to John Leigh, and he and Sir

Matthew Browne, the deſcendant of Browne, who was inveſted by purchaſe in the

other moiety, exchanged the whole manor with Henry the eighth, and he grants it

to William Wilford, John Bennet, and George Briggs, and they in the thirty-ſeventh

year of the abovenamed prince, convey one moiety of Offham, Snodbean, and

Pepingſtraw, to John Tufton, Eſquire, anceſtor to the right honourable John

3 U Tufton,

L + i. is lately deceaſed without iſſue ſurviving, ſo that her eſtate here is to return to Mr. Hugiſon of

ingſted.
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Tufton, now earl of Thanet, the inſtant poſſeſſor of it; and the other portion,

in which Godwell was included, to Richard Nortop, alias Clerk, a name vulgarly

impoſed upon him, which was originally borrowed from his office, as being clerk of

the foreſt of Sherwood, in the county of Nottingham ; yet this name hath been ſo

entailed on his ſucceſſors, that it is now grown the paternal appellation of the

family, they having many years wrote Clerk, alias Nortop. But I have digreſſed.

The laſt of this family was . . . . . Clerk, who not long ſince, concluded in ſeven

daughters and co-heirs; Frances, one of which, was married to Mr. Thomas Do

well, lately deceaſed, who by purchaſing the other portions allotted to his wife's

ſiſters, hath now entituled the other moiety of the manor of Offham, to his deſcen

dant now ſurviving. -

The vulgar tradition of this pariſh, is, that Jack Straw, that eminent incendiary

of the Kentiſh commons in the reign of Richard the ſecond (who with Wat Tiler,

who was born at Dartford, were the two principal emiſſaries, which did foment

and manage that portentous commotion, which then broke forth like an inun

dation, and threatened to overwhelm the aboveſaid prince) was born in a ſmall cot

tage, at Pepingſtraw in this pariſh, from whence he aſſumed his firname.

ORE, in the hundred of Feverſham, was, as the book called Feoda Militum

kept in the exchequer, informs me, in the thirty-eighth year of Henry the third,

the inheritance of Reginald de Cornhill, but it ſeems was by a diſtance of no long

time conſtant to this family; for in the reign of Edward the firſt, it became the

patrimony of Savage, of Bobbing-court; for in the twenty-third year of the above

recited prince, John de Savage obtained a charter of free-warren to his manor of

Ore, as it lay involved in his other demeans, to which that franchiſe was granted

in the bulk or general. After Savage was worn away at this place, the Norwoods

of Norwood in Milton, were eſtabliſhed in one moiety of it by purchaſe, and the

Alephs of Colſhall in Iwade, by the ſame viciſſitude, were planted in the other;

Northwood demiſed his proportion by ſale to Tomlin, who for above an hundred

years down, till this inſtant, has been ſettled in the poſſeſſion; and the other moiety

did augment the dowry of Margaret, daughter and heir of Thomas Aleph, who was

married to John Monins, Eſquire, whoſe ſucceſſor Sir William Monins, paſſed it

away to Short, of Tenterden, to which family the intereſt of that part of Ore which

was ſold by Monins, is at this preſent united.

ORPINGTON, in the hundred of Rokeſley, was in the twentieth year of

William the Conqueror, wrapped up in the eccleſiaſtical patrimony, and belonged

to the monks of Chriſt-church, and if you will make an inſpection into the pages of

Doomſday Book, and conſult that general regiſter, you will find it at this time thus

rated: Orpindum, ſays the record, eſt manerium monarchorum, & de veſtitu eorum, &

in T. E. R. (that is, in the time of king Edward the confeſſor) ſe defendebat pro III.

fullingis & nunc pro II. ſullingis & dimidio, & eſt appretiatum XXV. lb. & tamen red

dit de firma XX. & V111. lb. From this record I obſerve that William the Nor

man, ſirnamed the Conqueror, poſſeſſing himſelf of the Engliſh ſcepter and diadem,

by an infirm and crazy title, ſought afterwards to fortify and improve it, by a ſoft

compliance with the clergy, who had then the moſt powerful influence, on the con

ſciences of the vulgar; and therefore where he found their revenue moderately taxed

in the time of the confeſſor, he confirms it, and where in his eſtimate the gabell or

impoſition was ſcrewed or wound up too much, he abates and mollifies it, by theſe

engagements perpetually for the future to oblige and endear them, to aſſert and

maintain his new atchieved royalty. But to return to my diſcourſe; in times of a

more recent inſcription, that is, in the ſeventh year of king John, the prior and

monks of Chriſt-church, obtained a market to this their manor, to be obſerved

weekly on the Wedneſday, as appears carta de anno ſeptimo R. joannis memb, ſecund.

with which franchiſe it continued inveſted, until the twenty-ninth of Henry the eighth,

and then being by the monks aboveſaid, with the reſidue of their revenue, returned

into the hands of that prince, it remained with the crown until the thirty-ſecond year

of his government; and then it was granted to Percivall Hart, of Lullingſton,

Eſquire,
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Eſquire, to whoſe pious and charitable beneficence, the alms houſes at this place,

owe their original foundation ; and from him is the propriety of it, now deſcended

to his great grandchild William Hart, Eſquire.

Crofton in this pariſh, did formerly ſwell into ſo much grandeur, and populouſneſs

that it was known for a pariſh of itſelf, till by fire it was entombed in its preſent de

ſolations, and by the violence of that wild and impetuous element, reduced into

a heap of flame and ruins ; and certainly thoſe deplorable remains which yet expoſe

themſelves to an inquiſitive eye, and the groundſells too, and ſcattered foundations

of houſes, which the plough often raiſes, out of their ſepulchre of rubbiſh, and

repreſents to the publick view, do evince this truth to us, that towns and villages,

have their ſtated period of duration, and muſt at length find a grave like men. But

though this village be ſhrunk into this diſordered heap, yet ſtill it preſerves the

reputation of a manor, which it had anciently, when it was the inheritance of

Wibourn, a family in elder times of high eſteem, and a conſiderable revenue in this

territory. Ralph de Wibourn held lands here, and in other places of Kent, as ap

pears by ſundry ancient deeds now in the poſſeſſion of Wibourne, of Halkewell, in

the reign of Edward the firſt; and did after execute a deed, for land in Wrotham

hundred, in the the tenth year of Edward the ſecond ; and in the twentieth year

of Edward the third, John de Wybourne, paid reſpective aid for his lands here and

at other places in this county, at the making the Black Prince knight ; after Wi

bourne had relinquiſhed the poſſeſſion of this place, which was about the latter end

of Edward the third, it went away by ſale to Sir Robert Belknap, who was attainted

and baniſhed, by that factious parliament, which was held in the tenth year of

Richard the ſecond, for vigorouſly endeavouring to vindicate and aſſert his prero

gative, againſt the invaſions and inroads which ſome of the turbulent nobility of

thoſe times did attempt to make upon it; but this, though forfeited and eſcheated

to the crown upon his pretended treaſon, was by Richard the ſecond reſtored to

Hamon Belknap, lord of Oſton, in the county of Warwick, and from him it was

by deſcent transferred to John Belknap, his ſon, who upon his deceaſe, which was

in the fifteenth year of Henry the ſixth, bequeathed it to Sir Henry Belknap, who

determined in three daughters and co-heirs, Alice married to Sir William Shelley,

Anne married to Sir Robert Wotton, and Elizabeth firſt married to Sir Philip Cook,

of Giddy-hall, in Eſſex, and after to Leonard Dannett, of the county of Wor

ceſter, who divided his patrimony ; but this upon balancing the partition of the

eſtate, fell upon the poiſing of it in equal portions, to be the demean of Sir William

Shelley, who demiſed it by ſale to Sir Robert Read, lord chief juſtice of the King's-

bench, and he in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, paſſed it away by grant, to the

hoſpital of the Savoy in London, where it has ever ſince, without any interruption

of the firſt donation, remained ſucceſſively reſident.

Bark-hart has obtained a place in the map of Kent, and therefore ſhall not want

one in this diſcourſe. It was built by Percivall Hart, Eſquire, grandfather to the

late Sir Percivall; but it was adorned with this name by queen Elizabeth, when

ſhe was magnificently entertained at this place, by the aboveſaid gentleman. Upon

her reception, ſhe received her firſt careſſes by a nymph, which perſonated the

genius of the houſe, then the ſcene was ſhifted, and from ſeveral chambers, which,

as they were contrived, repreſented a ſhip, a ſea conflićt was offered up to the

ſpectator's view, which ſo much obliged the eyes of this princeſs, with the charms

of delight, that upon her departure, ſhe left upon this houſe (to perpetuate the me

mory both of the author and artifice) the name and appellation of Bark-hart. -

There is a tradition that Thomas de Becket, archbiſhop of Canterbury, was

born at Tubbingden, whoſe demean is partly ſituated in Ferneborough, and partly

in this pariſh. But to diffipate this received fiction, I ſhall manifeſt out of an old

parliament roll, of the thirty-firſt year of Henry the ſixth, the original truth,

that is, ſo much of it as concerns his cradle or place of nativity. The record

in its own dialect, ſpeaks thus. “James earl of Wiltſhire and Ormond, whoſe

fader, and many of his anceſtors are lineally defended of the blode of the glorious

martyr
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martyr St. Thomas, ſometimes archbiſhop of Canterbury. The which glorious

martyr was born of his moder, within the ground where now is ſet the houſe or

hoſpital of the ſaid martyr, called St, Thomas Acres, now in the city of London,

where the body of the ſaid earl lies buried, and dame Joane Beauchamp, late lady

of Burgavenny, grandame to the ſaid earl of Ormond and Wiltſhire.” For Tubben.

denden itſelf, it was anciently the demean of a family which was known by that

firname; for by a deed, now in the hands of Whittingham Wood of Canter

bury, Eſquire, it appears Gilbert Saundre, of Crofton, did demiſe ſeveral parcels

of land to John de Tubbenden, of Ferneborough, and to Richard, Philip, John,

and Robert, his ſons, in the twenty-firſt year of Edward the firſt, which juſtifies it

anciently to be the poſſeſſion of one of that name. After Tubbenden, Belknap was

proprietor of this place, and then ſucceſſively by Alice, his co-heir, Sir William

Shelley, of Mitchelgrove, in Suſſex; from which family it was brought down by

purchaſe in the beginning of the reign of Henry the eighth, to be the eſtate of

Poſier, who after ſome few years continuance in the poſſeſſion, demiſed his concern

in it by ſale to Dalton, iſſued out from the Daltons of Yorkſhire, which name ſud

denly reſolved into a female heir, known by the name of Anne Dalton, who by

marrying with Aunſell Beckett, linked it to the demean of that family; from whom

it deſcended to his ſon Matthew Beckett, who upon his deceaſe bequeathed it to

Mr. John Winterborn, of London, who hath lately paſſed it away to . ."

Gee, of the county of York, Eſquire.

St. Mary Crey, in the hundred of Rokeſley, though it be a market town, yet is

but a chapel of eaſe to Orpington. Before the conqueſt, one Elfgat held it (as

Doomſday book, which makes a recapitulation of the firſt owners, informs us) of the

archbiſhop of Canterbury. In the conqueror's time, Hugh, nephew of Herbert,

biſhop of Baion, poſſeſſed it under the notion of a whole knight's fee. In ages of

a more modern date, that is, in the reign of Henry the third, John de Maries de

ſcended from Thomas de Maries, who accompanied Richard the firſt to the fiege of

Acon, enjoyed a whole knight's fee at Ackmore and Sentling, two eminent manors

in this pariſh, but about the beginning of Edward the firſt, had deſerted the poſ

ſeſſion and ſurrendered it to Gregory de Rokeſley, grandchild to John de Rokeſley,

who likewiſe was embarked with Richard the firſt, at the ſiege of Acon, and he,

in the ninth of Edward the firſt, obtained the grant of a market on the Wedneſday,

and a three days fair at the feaſt of the aſſumption of the Virgin Mary, to St.

Mary Crey, as appears, Pat. 9. Edw. 1. Memb. 35, and left it to his ſon Sir

Richard de Rokeſley, who dying in the ſeventeeth year of Edward the ſecond, with

out iſſue-male, by Agnes, one of his daughters and co heirs, it came to Thomas de

Poynings, in which name it continued, until the latter end of Edward the third, and

then I find it poſſeſſed by Sir Robert Belknap, who was attainted in the tenth year

of king Richard the ſecond, baniſhed into Ireland for too vigorouſly attempting to

bolſter up the majeſty and prerogative of that prince, againſt the aſſaults and in

vaſions which were made upon it by a fačtious junto of the nobility; yet it was

ſuddenly after reſtored to his poſterity; for in the nineteenth of Richard the ſecond,

I find Hamon Belknap reſeated in the poſſeſſion, by the royal conceſſion and indul

gence of that prince, and from him it did devolve to his grandchild Sir Henry

Belknap, which family being interred in daughters and co-heirs, Sir Robert Wotton,

by marrying with Anne, that was one of them, entituled himſelf in her right to the

inheritance of both theſe places, and ſo by the thread of a continued deſcent, was

it brought down to Thomas lord Wotton, who ſettled them in marriage upon his

eldeſt daughter and co-heir Mrs. Katherine Wotton, who was eſpouſed to Henryc

lord Stanhop, heir apparent to Philip, earl of Cheſterfield,

ORLANSTON, in the hundred of Hamme, was the inheritance of a family of

that firname. William de Orlanſton is regiſtered in the liſt of thoſe Kentiſh gentle

men, who aſſiſted Richard the firſt, at the ſiege of Acon. William de Orlanſton,

his ſon, held it, in the reign of Henry the third, and obtained a charter of free

warren to it, in the fifty firſt year of Henry the third, and more to improve

the grandeur of this manor, with additional franchiſes, he likewiſeº 3.

- ITlarket
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market to be weekly obſerved here, and a fair yearly, which was to continue by the

ſpace of three days, at the feaſt of Holyrode, as appears, Pat. de 51. Hen. 3.

Memb, 10. The grant of which market was renewed and confirmed to John Kemp,

archbiſhop of York, and after of Canterbury, in the twentieth year of Henry the

ſixth. William de Orlanſton, this man's grandchild, was ſheriff of Kent, in the

ſecond year of Edward the third, and had the cuſtody of the county ſome part of

the year following, and died the thirty-eighth year of Edward the third, and had

iſſue Sir John Orlanſton, who was burgeſs for Romney, as appears by ſome old re

cords in Dover-caſtle, ſundry times, both in the reign of Edward the third, and

Richard the ſecond, and married the daughter and heir of Sir William at

Capell, from which alliance proceeded Richard Orlanſton, Eſquire, who died poſ.

ſeſſed of Orlanſton, in the ſeventh year of Henry the fifth, Rot. Eſ. Num. 16. and

left his inheritance to be divided between his two ſiſters and co-heirs, Margaret mar

ried to William Parker, of Parkers in Werehorne, and Joane married to William

Scott, of Scotts-hall, who upon the partition of the ancient patrimony, was inveſted

in his wife's right, in this manor of Orlanſton; from whom the clew of many de

ſcents hath tranſported the propriety to the inſtant poſſeſſor, Edward Scott, of

Scotts hall, Eſquire. -

Here were lands divorced from this place by no far diſtance, called Oſwareſton; for

I find Henry earl of Augie, gave to the monks of Bermondſey, in Southwark, his

lands called Oſwareſton, near Romelin, in the pariſh of Lyda, and the lands of John

the clerk in Bilfington, of which ſee Vincents book of nobility, fol. 190. -

Weſtbery in this pariſh, was, as high as the private evidences of this place can

give us any proſpect to diſcover, the property of a family called Priſott, who was

planted here as high as the reign of Henry the fourth, and ’tis poſſible much higher,

though the deeds reach no farther. Of this family was Sir John Priſott the judge,

of whom there is frequent mention in our law books, which have an aſpect upon the

reign of Henry the ſixth, and in this name was the title of this manor carried down

to the eighth year of Henry the eighth, and then it was by Thomas Priſott paſſed

away by ſale to George Hount, in whom the poſſeſſion had not many years been re

ſident, but the ſame fatality brought it over to Reginald Strogle, who was in the

commiſſion of the peace, in the reign of Edward the ſixth, and was deſcended from

a family which was of a very high original in Romney Marſh, where there are ſome

lands yet which bear their name. After Strogle had left it, it came by purchaſe to

Mr. Bennet Guildford, a branch of the Guildfords of Hempſted, who in the be

ginning of the reign of queen Elizabeth, falling under the cenſure and penalty of a

premumire, for refuſing the oath of ſupremacy, and flying beyond ſea, forfeited this

place to the crown, and this princeſs immediately after paſſed it away by grant to

Walter Moile of Buckwell, from whom not many years after this original con

ceſſion, it went away by ſale to Mr. Francis Bourne, grandfather to Mr. . . . . . . .

Bourne the preſent proprietor of it.

OSPRINGE, in the hundred of Feverſham, was anciently a limb or appendage

of the royal revenue, until king Edward the third, in the tenth year of his reign,

by royal conceſſion or grant, paſſed it away to John de Pulteney, afterwards lord

mayor of London, to hold it in fee of the crown, by the ſervice of a roſe, offered

up or preſented as a ſymbol of annual fealty; and with this manor he granted him

likewiſe all the advouſons of churches, which formerly related to it, to hold in ſoc

cage only by the former acknowledgment. In the nineteenth year of his reign, the

aboveſaid prince grants this John de Pulteney, that Thomas ſon of William de Dene

ſhould be accountable to him for all thoſe knights fees which lay in Throuley, Bough

ton, Malherbe, and Wormeſell, and held of Queen-court and Oſpringe. He died

poſſeſſed of both theſe places, in the twenty-fifth year of Edward the third, as ap

pears, Rot. Eſc. Num, 43, and left them to his kinſman Sir Nicholas Loveine (though

ſome part of the demean belonged to Pulteney, until the ninth year of Edward

the fourth) which Sir Nicholas obtained an exemplification by patent in the thirty

eighth year of Edward the third, how many knights fees which lay divided and diſ

perſed into ſeveral places, belonged to his manor of Oſpringe. This SirNº.
3 X d
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a

had iſſue Nicholas Loveyne, and Margaret Loveyne; Nicholas her brother deceaſed

without iſſue, and ſo Philip St. Clere, of Aldham St. Clere, who had married with

his fiſter, became his heir, and ſhe was found to be poſſeſſed of theſe places at her

death, which was in the tenth year of Henry the fourth, and in her right did it

deſcend with Queen-court, (which was leaſed out by Nicholas Loveyne to Nicholas

Potin, who was ſheriff of Kent, the twenty-firſt of king Richard the ſecond, and

held his ſhrievalty at this place) to Thomas St. Clere, who held it at his deceaſe,

which was in the twelfth year of Edward the fourth, Rot. Eſc. Num, 46. But after

his departure, I do not find it long united to the demean of his family; for about

the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, I find it in the poſſeſſion of William Cheyney

of Shurland, Eſquire, and from him was the title of Oſpringe and Queen-court

derived by ſucceſſive right to his grandchild Henry lord Cheyney, who about the

thirteenth year of queen Elizabeth, paſſed them away to Mr. Richard Thornhill,

great grandfather to Mr. Henry Thornhill, ſon and heir of colonel Richard Thorn

hill, who is at this inſtant proprietor of it.

Plomford and Bavell, are two little manors in Oſpringe, which belonged partly to

the nunnery of the Minſter in Shepey, and partly to the abby of Feverſham, which

upon the ſuppreſſion of theſe two cloiſters, were granted by king Henry the eighth,

to Thomas Colepeper, Eſquire, and he not long after, alienated them to Sir Thomas

Cheyney, whoſe ſon Henry, lord Cheyney, paſſed them away in our grandfathers

memory to Greenſtreet of Clacksfield in Borden, and are ſtill wrapt up in the in

heritance of that family.

The Maiſon le Dieu here at Oſpringe, was founded by Lucas de Vienna, for the

knights templers, and was one of thoſe manſions, where they repoſed themſelves in

their progreſs towards their other demeans, which lay ſpread into Eaſt. Kent, and

Romney Marſh. The revenue which was to ſupport this ſeminary, lay at Lurdenden

in Challock, and at Hokeling, Radymarſh, Ryde and other places in the Iſle of

Shepey. In the twenty-fifth year of Henry the third, Roger de Lingſted had a

grant of theſe lands, for term of life, as likewiſe of all the fiſhery meſſuages, re

lief, revenue, and homage appertaining to them, as appears, Pat. Anno 25. Henric;

tertii, Memb. go. In the forty-ſecond, and fifty-firſt of Henry the third, there was

a confirmation of land and privileges to this houſe, and in this condition it con

tinued, partly under the knights templers, and in lower ages, under the knights

hoſpitallers, until the tempeſt of the general diſſolution, ſhook it into that neg

lečted heap of ruins, wherein at preſent the ancient fabrick is viſible.

Elverland in this pariſh is a manor which for many generations hath been annexed

to the demean of St. John's college in Cambridge.

Selgrave, now corruptly called Selgrove, is another manor in Oſpringe. It was a

branch of that large inheritance, which lay ſcattered over the face of this territory

and acknowledged the dominion of the noble family of Norwood. Roger de North.

wood held it at his deceaſe, which was in the thirteenth year of Edward the firſt

Rot. Eſc. Num. 25, and tranſmitted it to his ſon Roger de Northwood, after whom

I do not find the poſſeſſion was long permanent in this family; for about the latter

end of Edward the third, Ralph de Spigurnell, was concerned in it as proprietor

and he bequeathed it to his wife Elizabeth Spigurnell, who ſold it to john wiń.

chelſey, and the convent of Chriſt-church in Canterbury, in the fixteenth year of

Richard the ſecond, in whom the fee-fimple continued, until it was wreſted away by

the general diſſolution in the reign of Henry the eighth, and then that princé

paſſed it by grant to George Barley, who not many years after alienated his intereſt in

it to Sonds of Throuley, from whom in our fathers memory, it came by ſale to

| Cleve.

Oſpringe had anciently a houſe or Maiſon le Dieu ſo called, becauſe it was a re

ceptacle for leprous people, and other perſons afflićted and aſſaulted with diſeaſes

which in times of elder inſcription, were ſtill eſteemed to be impoſed by the finger of

the divinity, and this had a confirmation of ample immunities, and liberties by

patent
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patent in the forty-ſeventh, and which were renewed in the fifty-firſt year of Henry

the third.

OTFORD, in the hundred of Codſheath, was given to the church and ſte of

Canterbury, by Offa king of the Mercians, in the year 785, to expiate the guilt of

that blood, which he had before drawn from the veins of Aleric and his Kentiſh

men, in a battle waged at this place, in the year 774, and which was aggravated

becauſe thoſe he had ſlaughtered, had their names enrolled in the regiſter of chriſtians;

and which was granted in the original donation, ad paſcua porcorum, to the pan

nage of thoſe hogs that fed in the archbiſhop's chaſe; and in the revenue of this ſee,

was the intereſt of this manor treaſured up, till about the beginning of the rule of

Henry the eighth; and then ſome envious eyes looking about with regret and deſire,

upon the diffuſed patrimony of the church, William Warham archbiſhop of Can

terbury, to extinguiſh both the paſſions of theſe men, and their ravenous appetite

together, about the twelfth year of that prince's reign, exchanged this manor for

other lands, and ſo it became incorporated into the revenue of the crown.

There was a chantry founded at Rye-houſe in this pariſh, by Henry de Apul

derfield, in the forty-ſixth year of Edward the third, as appears, Pat. Anno. 46.

Edwardi tertii, parte ſecunda, memb. 19, whoſe revenue upon the ſuppreſſion, was

by Henry the eighth, granted to Palmer, which family had been of deep antiquity

before in this pariſh, and from whence the Palmers of Snodland, and likewiſe of

Howletts in Eaſt-Kent, were originally deſcended; but it ſeems the ſecurity of this

royal patent, could not reſcue it from being ſold ſome years after to Boſvill, whoſe

deſcendant now holds the inſtant fee-ſimple of it.

*OTHAM, in the hundred of Maidſtone, was a branch of that demean, which

did in this track acknowledge the ſignory of the ancient family of Valoigns. William

de Valoigns, is mentioned in the book called Tefta de Nevill, to have paid aid for

lands at Petham, Aſhford, and Otham, in the twentieth year of Henry the third, at

the marriage of Iſabell, that prince's ſiſter, and it is probable that this William de

Valoigns, died poſſeſſed of Otham, in the tenth year of Edward the firſt, for his

name was William likewiſe, as appears by the eſcheatroll, marked with the number

54; after whom his ſucceſſor, Stephen de Valoigns, held it, who was certainly a man

of ſome important account in thoſe times, for he was one of the conſervators of the

peace, in the reign of Edward the third. After Valoigns, the knightly family of

Pimpe, was by purchaſe inveſted about the latter end of Richard the ſecond, both

in the poſſeſſion of Otham and Gore-court, and to this name was the inheritance

both of Otham and Gore-court, by a chain of ſeveral deſcents, ſucceſſively united;

till at laſt the ordinary devolution of purchaſe brought them over to Iſley of

Sundrich; and within the circle of this family, was the proprietor of them circum

ſcribed, till the ſecond year of queen Mary, and then Sir Henry Iſley, being fatally

engaged and entangled in the unſucceſsful attempt of Sir Thomas Wiatt, could not

unravel himſelf, until he had ſatisfied the juſtice of that queen, with the forfeiture

of his life, and augmented the revenue .# the crown, with the confiſcation of his

eſtate ; from which theſe two places, as being parcel of his eſcheated patrimony,

were by patent ſoon after, paſſed away to Sir Walter Henley, one of the ſerjeants at

law to the aboveſaid queen Mary, who dying without iſſue-male, bequeathed

Gore-court to Hellen his daughter and co-heir, who was married to Thomas Cole

peper, and Otham to his brother Thomas Henley ; from whom it is come down to

John Henley, Eſquire, who is the preſent lord of the fee; but Gore-court was by

Colepeper, demiſed by ſale to Buffkin; where after the poſſeſſion had for ſeveral

years been fixed, it was almoſt within the pale of our remembrance, by purchaſe

made the demean of Nathaniel Powell, Eſquire, who not many years ſince con

veyed it to Thomas Floyd, Eſquire.

Stoneacre in this pariſh is an ancient ſeat, which for ſome centuries of years has ac

knowledged no other proprietor then Ellys, but whether Burton in Kenington, or

this manſion were the original fountain, from whence this family did extract its

firſt etymology is uncertain, for once they had one and the ſame poſſeſſor. The

deed
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deeds that fortify their intereſt in this place, reach as high as the time of Edward

the ſecond, and inſtruct us, that Ellis which enjoys it now, is by a ſtream of many

uninterrupted deſcents iſſued out from John Ellis, who poſſeſſed it then.

‘i here was the foundation of a religious ſeminary of canons Premonſtratenſes, or

white canons, begun at Otham by Ralph de Dene; but the ſituation of the place,

being not accommodated to health, they were by Ela de Sackvil removed and tranſ

planted into her new erected priory at Begham, where till the common ſuppreſſion

they continued undiſturbed and fixed.

OTTERINGDEN, in the hundred of Eyhorne, does repreſent to us in proſ.

pećt the memory of a family, to whom it contributed in times more ancient both

ſeat and firname. Ralph de Ottringden held it at his deceaſe, which was in the fif

teenth year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 29. But in his ſon Sir Lawrence de

Ottringden, both the name and male line failed together ; for his daughter and heir

brought it along with her to Peyforer, who about the latter end of the reign of Ed

ward the third, was extinguiſhed likewiſe by the ſame fatality in Julian Peyforer, who

was his heir general, and ſhe, by marrying Thomas St. Leger, Eſquire, intermixed

the right of this place with the inheritance of this family, and who lies entombed in

this church, with this compendious ſubſcription endorſed upon his grave ſtone, Hic

jacet Thomas St. Leger de Otteringden, qui obiit 1408. But a revolution as ſudden

as the former, quickly ſnatched away Otteringden from the patrimony of this name;

for by Joan, who was co-heir to the abovementioned Thomas St. Leger, it was

rolled into the revenue of Henry Aucher, Eſquire, ſprouted out from the illuſtrious

ſtem of Aucher of Loſenham, and in this family was the intereſt of this place ſuc

ceſſively laid up till the time of queen Elizabeth, and then the whole demiſe was

by ſale tranſmitted to Lewin, in whom a deſcent or two after the male line determin

ing, the female heir brought it to Rogers of the Weſt, from whom the like fatality

hath lately devolved it to Charles lord Mansfield, eldeſt ſon to the right honourable

William Cavendiſh, marquis of Newcaſtle.

Putwood is another manor in this pariſh, which in times of elder etymology, did ac

knowledge itſelf to be under the ſignory of a family, who extracted their firmamefrom

Vienne, in Dauphiné in France; and in ſeveral deeds without date, there is mention

of William de Vienna, who was inveſted in land here at Putwood and Oſpringe;

and in the twentieth year of Edward the third, Lucas de Vienna paid reſpective ſup

ply, at the making the Black Prince knight, for lands which he held at 1 utwood

and Oſpringe. After this family was diſſolved and gone, the Quadrings, which

was about the beginning of Richard the ſecond, were ſettled in the poſſeſſion, where

after ſome ſmall reſidence of the title, it went away by ſale about the latter end of

Henry the fourth, to the ancient family of Goldwell of great Chart; and here,

after it had made ſome curſory abode, the ſame devolution caſt it into the inheritance

of Dryland of Cokes-ditch in Feverſham, to whoſe poſſeſſion after the title had for

many years cleaved, it was tranſported by purchaſe into the patrimony of Atwater,

ſo ſtiled, becauſe it is probable this family had formerly their reſidence near ſome

fountain or ſtream, but their original from whence they primitively iſſued, was from

about Oſpringe; for there I find Robert Atwater poſſeſſed land at his death, which

was in the fifth year of Edward the third, and in this name did the title of the

place lie couched, until the latter end of Henry the eighth, and then by ſale it was

incorporated into the revenue of Sir James Hales; but long it remained not thus

mingled, for the fate of purchaſe untwiſted it, and not many years after threw it into

the poſſeſſion of Sayer, from whom in times which almoſt bordered upon our

memory, it was by ſale wafted over to Mr. James Hugiſon of Dover, and he be

queathed it to a ſecond ſon, whoſe female heir, Mrs. Jane Hugiſon, by lately mar

rying with John Roberts, Eſquire, eldeſt ſon to Sir John 189berts of Canter

bury, hath entituled him to the propriety of it.
-

º,

Herſt in this pariſh, was the ancient demean of Filmer, and here were they ſeated,

until by marrying with the heir of Argall, they were tranſplanted to Eaſt Sutton.

I have ſeen an old court roll relating to the manor of Monkton in this pariſh, which

by
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by the antiquity of it, ſeemed to commence from the reign of Edward the ſecond,

although the date which ſtood in the front, by the injurious hand of time, was al

moſt expunged, and (ſo) hardly legible; wherein at the foot of it, there is mention.

of one Edward Filmour, ſo he was written in that age, from whom it is probable

(though now the name by time and preſcription be in the laſt ſyllable of it ſomething

violated) the preſent Sir Edward Filmer, eldeſt ſon to that learned, loyal, and

worthy perſon Sir Robert Filmer, lately deceaſed, is primitively extraćted, and this

is confirmed by their own private evidences, which repreſent them for many gene

rations, even till this preſent, poſſeſſors of this place, and wherein the name is fre

quently written Filmor, as well as in latter eſcripts Filmer.

There is another manor in Otteringden, which anciently was reputed ſo, though

now by diſuſe and intermiſſion it hath loſt that eſtimate, and is called Hall-place, by

a very ancient court-roll ſans date, now in the hands of Mr. Paine. It is repreſented,

in thoſe times, when it had tenants and ſervices belonging to it, to be the property

of one Roger Rey, and in that roll there is mention of one Thomas Franklin, who

held ſome lands of this manor, by paying yearly the tribute or rent ſervice of one

red roſe, as the ſymbol of his homage. And now for want of farther light, from

the ancient deeds and evidences, I muſt make a leap to the reign of Henry the

ſeventh, and then I find Eugenius Cock, in the nineteenth year of that prince, ſells it

to John Bunce of this pariſh, gentleman, in which family the poſſeſſion reſted, until

very lately it was by ſale alienated to Mr. Paine.

Monkton is the laſt place in this pariſh of note: it belonged before the ſuppreſſion

to the nunnery of Davington, and was given to that cloiſter by Matthew, ſon of

Bamon Atfrith, upon the firſt erection of it, which was in the thirty-ninth year of

Henry the third. Upon the ſuppreſſion and final diſſolution of this convent of

Davington, by Henry the eighth, it was by that prince granted to Sir Thomas Chey

ney, whoſe ſon the lord Henry Cheyney (ſo fugitive is the tenure of church demean)

in the entrance into the reign of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away to Godden; who

ſo ſmall a ſpace was reſident in the poſſeſſion, that he hath only left us notice that he

ſold it to William Lewin, deſcended from the Lewins of Norfolk, whoſe ſon Sir

Juſtinian Lewin concluded in a daughter and heir, who was married to Rogers of

the county of Somerſet, and ſo in her right it became interwoven with his demean ;

but remained not long thus involved in the intereſt of this name, for in our memory

he deceaſed, and left only a daughter and heir ; who is lately married to Charles

Cavendiſh lord Mansfield, eldeſt ſon to William lord marquis of Newcaſtle, ſo that

Monkton in his lady’s right is now united to his inheritance.

There are two chapels in the pariſh church of Otteringden; that on the north ſide

of the chancel is called Otteringden's chapel, where the remains of ſeveral of the

Otteringdens, St. Legers, Auchers, and Lewins, lie entered : that on the ſouth ſide

is termed Bunce's chapel, where the aſhes and relićts of ſeveral of that family ſlum

ther, who were of no contemptible note in this pariſh, where they had a manſion,

which in old evidences is called Bunces-court, which hath been in their poſſeſſion,

as appears by their own deeds, ſome hundreds of years; and from hence are the

Bunces of Throuley, likewiſe, originally iſſued forth.

H O

T)ADLESWORTH, in the hundred of Lovingborough, is ſo obſcure and in

confiderable a village, that it ſhould not have filled a place in this regiſter, but

that it was a portion of that wide eſtate which lay ſpread over the face of all the ad

jacent territory, and acknowledged itſelf to be under the juriſdićtion of the Criolls.

Bertram de Crioll died about the middle of Edward the firſt, and left Joan his ſole

heir, who had been before married to Sir Richard de Rokeſley, of Rokeſley-court in

3 Y - Northcrey,
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Northcrey, and ſo Padleſworth became the Rokeſleys, but did not long cleave to that

name, for he expired likewiſe in two female co-heirs, whereof one of them called Joan

was married to Thomas de Poynings, and he left iſſue Michael Poynings, from whom

it came down to his deſcendant Robert Poynings, who paſſed it away by ſale to

Fogge, of Sene in Newington, in which family the title for many deſcents lay in

volved, even until our fathers remembrance, and then it was alienated to Dynley,

who is the inſtant lord of the fee. -

PADLESWORTH, in the hundred of Larkefield, was, as high as the reign of

Henry the third, the poſſeſſion of a family called Chetwind, who immediately after

exchanged it with Hamon de Gatton, for the manor of Hocklin, in the county of

Bedford, but kept it not long; for after it had continued ſome ſmall interval of

time in this family, it was alienated to the noble family of Huntingfield, after

whom ſucceeded Bele, and then it went away by ſale to Bullock, who by the ſame

devolution ſurrendered the poſſeſſion to Diggs, where it had but a very tranſitory

abode, for he conveyed it away to Peckham, from whom the ordinary mutation made

by purchaſe, brought it to own the propriety of Vineley, who tranſlated his intereſt

by ſale unto William Clifford, of Bobbing-court, and he about the beginning of Henry

the fixth fixed the title and poſſeſſion by ſale in Robert Bambergh. Where it is to

be noted, that this quick and ſudden revolution of the title of this place in thoſe

families, which intervened between Huntingfield and Bambergh, happened in leſs

than a circle of fifty years, as appears by the original conveyances now in the hands

of Mr. Marſham. But to advance in that diſcourſe where I broke off; Robert Bam

bergh abovementioned, was not long ſettled in his new acquſition, but he deceaſed

and left it to his daughter and heir, who was married to Nicholas Wotton, Eſquire,

from whom in a direct line it came down to Thomas lord Wotton, who ſettled it

in marriage upon his daughter and co-heir Katherine Wotton with Henry lord Stan

hop, eldeſt ſon, and heir apparent, to Philip earl of Cheſterfield, and this lady hath

ſince paſſed it away to my noble friend, John Marſham of Whornes place in Cucke

ſton, Eſquire, from whoſe deeds and papers I have drawn my preſent intelligence.

PATRICKSBOURN, in the hundreds of Bredge and Petham, in ancient records

hath ſtill the addition of Cheyney annexed to it; for indeed it was the firſt and original

reſidence of the Cheyneys, before they tranſlated their habitation to Shurland in

Shepey, by marrying with the heir of Shurland. Alexander de Cheyney is re

giſtered in the catalogue of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen who accompanied Richard the

firſt to the fiege of Acon. In teſta de Nevill, an ancient book kept in the exchequer,

there is mention of Gulielmus de Caſineto (ſo they are written in Latin) that is,

William de Cheyney, who paid reſpećtive ſupply, in the twentieth year of Henry

the third, at the marriage of Iſabell that king's ſiſter, for his lands at Patrickſbourn

Cheyney. , Alexander de Cheyney, grandchild to the aboveſaid Alexander, is en

rolled in the liſt of thoſe eminent Kentiſh perſons, who in the forty-ſecond year of

Henry the third, accompanied that prince when he marched from Cheſter to ſuppreſs

the emotions of the + Welſh. Sir Alexander de Cheyney, this man's ſon was with

king Edward the firſt in his vićtorious and triumphant expedition againſt the Scots,

in the twenty-eighth year of his reign (as appears by the rolls of thoſe Kentiſh gen

tlemen, who were embarked in that ſucceſsful deſign with that prince) and from this

Alexander did the poſſeſſion of this place, by an undiſordered and even thread of

deſcent, through all the mazes of time, tranſmit itſelf to Henry lord Cheyney, and

he having by his exceſs and exorbitancy embezzled an eſtate of vaſt extent and

grandeur, amongſt the reſt paſſed this away, in the beginning of queen Elizabeth,

to William Partrich, Eſquire, whoſe grandchild Sir Edward Partrich, in . that age

which was within the verge of our remembrance, alienated it to Mr. Arnold

Brams.

Howletts, in this pariſh, with Hode in Patrickſbourn, alſo, were the ancient de

mean of Izaack, and there is a chancel in the church, which formerly bore the name

of Izaack's chancel. John Izaack, in the twentieth year of Edward the third (as

appears by the Book of Aid) paid an auxiliary ſupply for his lands at Patrickſbourn,

at

t Rotulus Pipa de ſºutagio halliae An, 42. Henrici tertii.
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at the inveſting the Black Prince with knighthood; John Iſaack, his ſon, lies en

tombed in Patrickſbourn church, with this inſcription upon his grave ſtone, Orate

pro antmabus joannis Izaack, Armigeri, & Ceciliae uxoris eius, qui obiit . . . . . . Anno

Domini, 1443. Thomas Izaack, as the private annals of this family do diſcover to

us, had a command in France under the duke of Bedford, where he performed

exemplary ſervice againſt the French. The laſt of this family at this place, was

Edward Izaack, Eſquire, who determined in two daughters and co-heirs, Mary who

was married to Thomas Apylton, of Waldenfield, in Suffolk, and another firſt mar

ried to . . . . . . Sydley, and after to Sir Henry Palmer, to whoſe ſon he gave How

letts, as being, upon the diviſion of her father’s eſtate, made her inheritance; from

whom Sir Henry Palmer, now of St. Martin's-hill, in Canterbury, is deſcended,

who hath lately alienated Howletts to Sir Robert Hales, knight and baronet.

PECKHAM, in the hundreds of Twyford and Littlefield, is diſtinguiſhed from

the other; firſt by its bulk and dimenſion, this being commonly called Great Peck

ham ; and then ſecondly by its ſituation, being ſtiled in records Eaſt-Peckham. It

was given to the church of the Trinity, that is, Chriſt-church in Canterbury, by

queen Edgiva, to the monks of that convent, ad Cibum, for a ſupport of their diet

and alimony, in the year of grace, nine hundred and forty-one; and if you will ſee

how it was rated in the great regiſter of Doomſday Book, take here a view of it;

Peckham, ſays that record, tempore Edwardi Regis ſe defendebat pro VI. Sullings, and

ſo forth. Peckham in the time of Edward the king, that is the confeſſor, went for

ſeven plough lands, and defends itſelf now (that is, in the time of the conqueror)

after the ſame eſtimate, and was rated upon the appraiſement formerly at twelve 1b.

but now it is ſtated at eight. And thus regulated, was it for many ages faſtened to

the patrimony of the church, until the diſſolution, in the reign of Henry the eighth,

unlooſened the cement, in the twenty-ninth year of that prince; who afterwards -

about the thirty-ſixth year of his reign, grants this and divers other parcels of the

church demean to Sir Thomas Wiatt, who not long after by livery and ſeiſin, paſſes

away his right in it to George Moulton, Eſquire ; but becauſe there was a fine and

recovery wanting, the ſale was imperfect, ſo that he had it only in abeiance (as the

law ſtiles it) or in expectance, ſo that the crown, in the ſecond of queen Mary, upon

the defection and attaint of Sir Thomas Wiat, finding this in the tenure of Moul

ton, ſeized upon it as parcel of Wiat's eſtate, becauſe it had not been before legally

conveyed. And here it reſted, till queen Elizabeth, in the ſecond year of her

reign, granted it to Anthony Weldon, Eſquire, one of the juſtices of peace in this

county under the reign of queen Mary, at which time he became eminent, by his

vigorous oppoſing Sir Thomas Wiat, in that deſign he was then embarked in , and

in this family (though not without ſome ſtrugglings and conteſts at law, about the

title) did the title reſide until that age we ſtyle ours, and then it was conveyed to

George Whetenhall, Eſquire, who dying without iſſue, it came by deſcent to own

for proprietor Thomas Whetenhall, now of Great Peckham, Eſquire; but the manor

of Eaſt-Peckham itſelf reſted in the crown until the ſtate, upon the death of the late

king Charles, granted it to colonel Robert Gibbons.

There is an eminent ſeat in this pariſh called Roydon-ball, which was before called

Fortune, but was of no great account, until about the beginning of Henry, the fixth,

and then Roydon of Suffolk, came into this county, and ſeated himſelf here, and

erected this pile, upon which he fixed his own name, which it hath been known by

ever fince, though it hath changed its poſſeſſor; for this family was extinguiſhed in

a daughter and heir called Elizabeth, who was the only ſurviving iſſue of Thomas

Roydon, Eſquire, who by marrying with William Twiſden, Eſquire, made it the in

heritance of William Twiſden, Eſquire, great grandfather to Sir Roger Twiſden,

knight and baronet, who obtained a charter of free-warren from the late king to re

duce a certain proportion of ground into a park, which is that the houſe is ſurrounded

with at preſent, though the houſe owes much of its magnificence and ſplendor to the

care and expence of his grandfather Roger Twiſden, Eſquire, and his father Sir

William Twiſden, knight and baronet.

Alban, vulgarly called Auburne, is another place of eminent conſideration in Eaſt

Peckham. This with Blackpits, in this pariſh, was anciently the inheritance iſ:
- family
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family called Pollard; for John, the ſon of John Pollard, in the thirty-fourth year

of Edward the firſt, demiſes it to Alban de Wandeſworth, who, it is probable, erected

ſome manſion houſe upon it, from whence poſterity took the advantage to adopt it

into his firname; and from him did it devolve by ſucceſſive right, to his grandchild

William de Wandeſworth, who dying without iſſue, gave it to his widow Mabell

Wandeſworth, who was remarried to Richard Rymer; and they both by a joint con

currence, in the ſecond year of Richard the ſecond, paſſed Albans and Black

pits away to John Mew ; yet I find a family called Onley, intereſted in ſome part of

both theſe manors, which was purchaſed of William de Wandeſhine, in the reign

of Henry the third; and in this family was the title lodged, until the ſecond year

of Richard the ſecond, and then Joan Onley, in whom the name and poſſeſſion both

concluded, alienated her proportion to the aboveſaid John Mew ; nor was ſome

parcel of both theſe manors free from the claim of a family called Goldſmith ; for

in the ninth year of Richard the ſecond, Richard Goldſmith does diveſt himſelf of

all the concern in it, and by ſale tranſmits it to John Mew, and from him, about

the latter end of Henry the fourth, both theſe manors with all their appendages,

were paſſed away to John Tutſham, and Nicholas Remkin of Eaſtmere; but he de

termined in Alice Remkin, his ſole inheritrix, who by marrying with Thomas Rolfe

of Tunbridge, brought her intereſt in Albans and Black-pits, to be the inheritance

of that family, but long the right of both theſe places continued neither in Rolfe

nor Tutſham; for about the beginning of Henry the fixth, they were alienated by

ſale to Thomas Stidulfe of Badſell, Eſquire ; and he by deed bearing date 1463,

that is, about the third year of Edward the fourth, ſettles them on his two ſons

Robert and Henry Stidulfe; and in the deed, there is a remembrance, that they

were purchaſed of Rolfe and Tutſham. From Robert they deſcended to his ſon

Thomas Stidulfe, who was heir both to his father and his uncle, but he concluded

in a daughter and heir, who was married (about the latter end of Henry the eighth)

to Richard Vane, anceſtor to the right honourable Mildmay Vane, now earl of

Weſtmoreland, who in right of their alliance, now enjoys Black-pits; but Albans

was by Henry Vane, ſucceſſor to the abovementioned Richard, in the year 1589,

paſſed away to Roger Twiſden of Roydon-hall, Eſquire, grandfather to the inſtant

proprietor Sir Roger Twiſden, knight and baronet.

Eaſtmere is another manor in Eaſt-Peckham, which acknowledged a family called

Remkin, anciently to be its poſſeſſors. John Remkin was father of Chriſtian

Remkin, who held it, as appears by an ancient court-roll, in the thirty-fourth year

of Edward the third ; and from him did it, by paternal viciſſitude, devolve to

Nicholas Remkin, in whom the male line failed; ſo that Alice his ſole daughter be

came the viſible heir to his eſtate, and ſhe by marrying with Thomas Rolfe of

Tunbridge, united this and other land here at Great Peckham, to his patrimony,

but it did not long thus continue united, for John Rolfe, his ſon, in the ſixth year

of Henry the ſixth, conveys it to Richard Ruyton, and he in the eighth year of the

aboveſaid prince, alienated it to William Hextall; but he deceaſing without iſſue

male, Margaret, his ſole daughter, by her intermarriage with William Whetenhall,

originally deſcended from the ancient family of Whetenhall, of Whetenhall, in

Cheſhire, caſt it into the poſſeſſion of that name, from whom it is now deſcended to

my worthy friend Thomas Whetenhall, of Hextall court, Eſquire.

Spilſted is a fourth manor in this pariſh. It was the inheritance for diverſe ages (as

appears by the evidences, now in the cuſtody of Sir Roger Twiſden) of an ancient

family called Cayſer; the laſt of which name, who enjoyed this place, was John

Cayſer, who went out in daughters and co heirs; one of which was married to

Matthew Chetwind, to whom this place, upon the ſeparation of the eſtate into

parcels, in his wife's right accrued; and he after ſome ſmall reſidence in the poſ

ſeſſion, paſſed away his right by ſale in the forty-firſt year of queen Elizabeth

to Roger Twiſden, Eſquire, grandfather to Sir Roger Twiſden, knight and baronet,

the inſtant lord of the fee, a perſon upon whom I need drop no other character, when

I ſay, that in theſe times, when there is ſuch a damp and aſtoniſhment, by publick

º and diſcouragements, caſt upon literature, he is both a gentleman and a
cholar.

Here
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Here is likewiſe a ſeat in Peckham very venerable for its antiquity, which in old

rolls, is called Hextall-court, and was the manſion of gentlemen of principal ac

count in this track. In a deed without date, Simon de Hougham, does demiſe cer

tain pieces of land to John de Hextall, which lay within the limits of the pariſh of

Hougham, where anciently this family enjoyed no contemptible poſſeſſions, as well

as at Eaſt-Peckham. The laſt of this name at this place, was William Hextall,

who died without iſſue-male, and left Margaret his only heir, who was married to

William Whetenhall, Eſquire, in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, deſcended from

the ancient and illuſtrious family of Whetenhall, of Whetenhall, in the county of

Cheſter, and ſo it was incorporated into the income of that family, where it hath

ever ſince remained; ſo that it is now the preſent inheritance of Thomas Wheten

hall, Eſquire.

WEST-PECKHAM, or LITTLE-PECKHAM, in the hundreds of Twyford

and Littlefield, was annexed to the demean of the knights templars, when John

Colepeper founded a praeceptory here for them, in the year of our Lord 1 . . . . .

which upon the final expiration, and diſſolution of their order, here in England, in

the ſecond year of Edward the ſecond, was granted to the knights hoſpitallers, and

was ſometimes called a praeceptory, and ſometimes a commandry. Now a præcep

tory was a benefice in kind, and was termed ſo; becauſe this, and all others of the

ſame capacity, were poſſeſſed by the more eminent ſort of templars, whom the chief

maſter created and called preceptores templi ; a commandry was ſome principal

manor of the knights hoſpitallers, wherein was placed ſome brother of the order,

who could not diſpoſe of the profits of it, but was to manage it only to the uſe of

the whole fraternity, dedućting ſo much of the revenue, as might ſupport his live

lihood and ſubſiſtence, of which ſee more in Dr. Cowells Interpreter, in his notes

and comment upon the word commandry. This upon the ſuppreſſion, was by

Henry the eighth, in the thirty-ſecond year of his reign, granted to Sir Robert

Southwell, afterwards of the privy council to king Edward the ſixth, and queen

Mary; who not long after alienated it to Sir Edmund, Walfingham of Scadbery,

lieutenant of the Tower, from whom it came down by deſcent, to my noble friend Sir

Thomas Walfingham, his great grandchild, who not long ſince, paſſed it over by

ſale, to his ſon-in-law Mr. James Maſters.

Oxenbeath is an ancient manor in Weſt-Peckham, and was many ages paſt the

demean of Colepeper, Walter Colepeper died ſeized of it, in the firſt year of Ed

ward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. And from him by ſucceſſive tranſmiſſion threaded

together by many deſcents, did it devolve to . . . . . Colepeper, who determined

towards the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, in three daughters and co-heirs. Mar

garet the eldeſt, was married to William Cotton, of the county of Cambridge;

Joyce the ſecond, was married to Edmund Howard, a younger ſon of Thomas duke

of Norfolk, who was father to Katharine Howard, one of the unfortunate wives

of Henry the eighth; and the third was eſpouſed to Barham, of Barham-court in

Teſton, and theſe three ſiſters ſhared his inheritance, and this upon the partition

was annexed to the demean of Cotton, whoſe ſucceſſor paſſed it away by ſale to.

Chowne, of Fair-lane, in which name it did not long continue; for Sir George

Chowne, in our fathers memory, being deſirous to abridge and contraćt all his

eſtate, into the county of Suſſex, alienated this ſeat to Nicholas Miller, Eſquire,

who upon his deceaſe, bequeathed it to his nephew Sir Nicholas Miller, to whom

we aſcribe the new additions, which are ſet out with all the circumſtances both of

art and magnificence; and is now poſſeſſed by his ſon and heir Humphrey Miller,

Eſquire.

Pencehurſt is ſeated upon the utmoſt boundary of the Lowy of Tunbridge, and

was an eminent manſion of a very ancient family, whoſe ſirname was Pencheſter, of

whom there is mention in the great ſurvey of England, taken in the twentieth

year of William the Conqueror, vulgarly called Doomſday Book, and in this

family did the poſſeſſion reſide, until the two daughters and co-heirs of the famous

Sir Stephen de Pencheſter, who was lord warden of the cinque ports, and conſtable

of Dover-caſtle, in the reign of Edward the ſecond, and who died ſeized of it, in

3 Z the
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the year of that prince's government, Rot. Eſc. Num. ... divided the inheritance;

Joane the eldeſt was married to Henry lord Cobham of Roundall, in Shorne, and

ſhe carried away Allington caſtle, Alice the other daughter and co-heir was married

to John lord Columbers, and ſhe had Pencehurſt, and other lands for her portion.

And he had iſſue by her Thomas de Columbers, who by his deed dated at Pencehurſt,

in the eleventh year of Edward the third, paſſes away his right in it to Sir John de

Poultney, and he in the twelfth year of the abovementioned prince, obtained a

charter of free-warren to his manor of Pencehurſt, and in the twentieth year

of Edward the third, paid Aid for it, at making the Black Prince, knight; and

held it at his deceaſe, which was in the twenty-third year of that prince, and left

it to his ſon William Poultney, who immediately after alienated it to Guy Lovain,

who had iſſue Sir Nicholas Lovain, who held Pencehurſt, in the forty-fourth year

of Edward the third, and married Margaret eldeſt daughter to John Vere, earl of

Oxford, re-married to Henry lord Beaumont, and after to Sir John Devereux, knight

of the garter, lord warden of the cinque ports, conſtable of Dover-caſtle, and

ſteward of the king's houſe, in the eleventh year of king Richard the ſecond. In

the fixteenth year of whoſe reign, he had licence by letters patents to fortify and

embattle his manſion-houſe at Pencehurſt. His daughter and heir was 'married to

Walter lord Fitzwater, from whom the earls of Suſſex deſcended; and he had a brother

named Sir Walter Devereux, from whom the late earl of Eſſex was derived, and the

arms of this Sir John Devereux were not long ſince extant in a window, on the

north ſide of Pencehurſt church ; but he only enjoyed this manor in right of his

wife, for after her death it devolved to Philip St. Clere of Aldham St. Clere in

Eightham, who married Margaret, daughter of Sir Nicholas Lovain, above

mentioned, ſiſter and heir to her brother Nicholas Lovain, who died without iſſue.

And by her he had John St. Clere, who paſſed away his right here to John duke of

Bedford, third ſon to Henry the fourth, and he enjoyed Pencehurſt at his deceaſe,

which was in the fourteenth year of Henry the ſixth ; but dying without iſſue, it

came down to Humphrey duke of Glouceſter, fourth ſon of Henry the fourth,

who was ſtrangled in the abby of Bury, by the procurement and pračtices of the

duke of Suffolk; and he likewiſe going out without poſterity, it returned to the

crown. And Henry the ſixth, in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, granted it to

Humphrey Stafford, duke of Buckingham, whoſe unfortunate grandchild, Edward

duke Buckingham, endeavouring by a ſpecious ſemblance of vanity and oſtentation,

guilded with all the cunning and pomp of magnificence to make himſelf popular,

and entering afterwards into conſultation with a monk, and another, who pretended

to the dark art of necromancy, about the ſucceſſion of the crown, poured in ſo

many jealouſies into the boſom of Henry the eighth, which were multiplied to the

heighth of treaſon by the malice of cardinal Wolſey, that nothing could allay or

appeaſe them, but the effuſion of this man's blood, in the twelfth year of that

prince, upon a Scaffold. Upon whoſe unfortunate exit, this manor eſcheated to

the crown, and here it remained, until king Henry the eighth, granted it to his

faithful ſervant Sir Ralph Vane, who being entangled with John duke of Somerſet,

in that obſcure deſign, which was deſtructive to them both, in the fourth year of

Edward the ſixth ; this was again ſeized upon by the crown, as eſcheated by his con

viction, and remained with its revenue, until the aboveſaid prince, in the fixth year

of his government, by royal conceſſion planted the inheritance in Sir William Syd

ney his tutor, who was likewiſe lord Chamberlain of his houſhold, and one of his

privy council; from whom it deſcended to his great grandchild, the right honor

able Robert earl of Leiceſter, deſigned lord lieutenant of Ireland, by the late king

Charles, and he is the inſtant proprietor of it. -

Pencehurſt Haymote alińs Otford Wild was anciently held in leaſe by the ſucceſſive

lords of Pencehurſt, of the archbiſhop of Canterbury, as being a limb of their

manor of Otford, which manor being exchanged by William Warham, archbiſhop

of Canterbury, with Henry the eighth, this being a relative appendage to it, was

added likewiſe to the revenue of the crown, and was reſident in the royal patrimony

until theſe times, and then it was conveyed by the ſtate to colonel Robert Gibbons.

Pºpenbury,
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Pepenbury, vulgarly called Pembury, is ſeated in the hundreds of Watchlingſton

and Twyford, and contains within the limits of it, that noted ſeat called Bayhall,

which was the ancient ſeat of the ancient family of Colepepers. The firſt of which

whom I find made eminent by record, is Thomas de Colepeper, who was as appears

by the bundels of uncertain years in the Pipe-office one of the recognitores magne

aſſiſe, in the reign of king John ; a place, if we confider the meridian of thoſe

times, for which it was calculated, that is, before the eſtabliſhment of the con

ſervators of the peace, of eminent truſt and concern. And certainly this man

was father,of that Thomas Colepeper, who was brought upon the ſtage, and his

tragedy repreſented at Leeds-caſtle, where he was ſacrificed to the anger of Edward

the ſecond, becauſe he was a more faithful Caſtellan to the lord Badeleſmer, then

he was a loyal ſubjećt to his ſovereign, and with his life he loſt his eſtate here at

Pepenbury. Yet I find by the cloſe rolls of the ſeventeenth year of Edward the

ſecond, memb. 5, that there was much of his land here, and in other places, by the

indulgence of that prince, reſtored to his ſon Thomas de Colepeper, but yet the

manor and ſeat remained lodged in the crown ; it certainly was no contemptible

parcel of land, that was granted back ; for Richard the ſecond by royal conceſſion

gave licence to Thomas Colepeper to incloſe fifty acres of land in a park at Pepen

bury. But to advance; in the twenty-fifth year of Henry the fixth, the crown de

veſts itſelf of its right to both theſe places, and tranſplants it by grant into Hum

phrey Stafford, duke of Buckingham, from whom they deſcended to his unfor.

tunate grandchild, Edward duke of Buckingham, who loſt both his life and eſtate,

being attainted in the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth. After this tragedy, they

continued until the twenty-fourth year of Henry the eighth, in the poſſeſſion of the

crown, and then they were paſſed away by grant to Sir Edward Guildford, and a

gain confirmed to him, in the twenty-eighth year of that prince's reign, and from

him not long after by Joane his female heir, they increaſed the patrimony of John

Dudley, after duke of Northumberland, and he in the thirtieth year of Henry the

eighth, alienated them to Thomas Cromwell, earl of Eſſex, whoſe ſtory, tragedy,

and attaint, in the thirty-ſecond year of the aboveſaid prince, are repreſented to our

view in ſuch obvious characters, that I ſhall not need again to unvail them. Upon

his ruinous cataſtrophe, they reverted to the crown, and lay ſhut up in the royal re

venue, until the thirty-ſeventh year of Henry the eighth, and then they were made

by a new grant the inheritance of William Wybourn, and Anthony Brown, Eſquires;

but that portion which was ſettled in Brown, was not long reſident in that family;

for in the ſixth year of queen Elizabeth, it was alienated to William Wybourn,

JEſquire ; nor was the intereſt of theſe places of any long date after this in Wybourn,

for in our grandfathers memory, the fate of ſale annexed them to the patrimony of

Thomas Sackvill, lord Buckurſt, whoſe grandchild the right honourable Edward

Sackvill, earl of Dorſet, not many years ſince conveyed his right in them to Mr. . . .

Amherſt.

Halkewell is an eminent manor in this pariſh and was a branch of that demean;

which fell under the ſignory of the priory of Begham, and ſo remained until the

diſſolution, and then it was by Henry the eighth, about the time of their ſuppreſſion,

+hat is, 1525, granted to John Wybourn, who was tenant to that abby, upon the

fuppreſſion; but was anciently ſeated at a place called Culverdens, whither they

arrived from about Crofton in Orpington, where they originally were planted, about

+he latter end of Henry the third; and from this John Wybourn, was Mr. Ben

jamin Wybourn deſcended, who upon his late death hath left this manor to his

widow Mrs. Blanch Wybourn, eldeſt daughter to Sir John Philipott, of the county

of Southampton. -

Bencrouch, Highlands, and Prigles, were manors which related to the patrimony

of the abby of Rothers-bridge in Suſſex, and in the year 1525, were pared off

from the eccleſtaſtical revenue of cardinal Wolſey, when he laid the foundations of

his ſtately college at Chriſt church in Oxford, which, like ſome embrio, for want

of maturity, became imperfeót and indigeſted by his death, and then theſe places,

being found in his hands at his deceaſe, were ſeized upon by Henry the eighth,

- - whd
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who in the twenty-fourth year of his reign, granted them to George Guldford, Eſquire,

who not long after, conveyed them by ſale to Sir Alexander Colepeper, who had a

confirmation of them from the crown, about the thirty-fifth year of that prince's

government, and in this family did they continue laid up, until the title was in our

fathers remembrance, diſlodged, and by ſale reſigned up to Nicholas Miller, Eſquire,

who upon his deceaſe without iſſue, left them to his nephew, Sir Nicholas Miller;

and he upon his late deceaſe, hath left them to his ſon and heir Humphrey Miller,

Eſquire. -

PRESTON ſituated in the hundred of Feverſham, contains ſundry places within

the boundaries of it, of no vulgar account. The firſt is Makenade, which was the

manſion for many ages, of gentlemen of that firname, whereof William Makenade

was ſheriff of Kent, in the thirry-third year of Edward the third, and held his

ſhrievalty at this houſe, which then was of more magnificence, though now it lye

almoſt gaſping in its own ruins, being cruſhed into that diſorder by the rough hand

of time; from this man it deſcended to his grandchild William Makenade, who in

the eighth year of Henry the fourth, dying without iſſue-male, Conſtance Makenade,

his only daughter became his heir, who carried this ſeat along with her, to her

huſband John Waterſlip, by whom ſhe had iſſue Margaret, married to Henry

London, and Joan married to Thomas Mathew, who upon the diviſion of the eſtate,

ſhared this houſe, and the land which related to it; in which family after the in

heritance had been for ſeveral years ſhut up, it at length by ſale went out to May.

cot, who about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away by ſale to Martin

James, Eſquire, regiſter of the chancery, whoſe great grandchild Mr

James, enjoys the preſent fee-ſimple of it.

Perry-court in Preſton, was the manſion of a good old family called Barrett, who

Enjoyed this ſeat as high as the reign of Edward the ſecond, and then, I find it was

under the ſignory, of one John de Perry, to whom, and to whoſe family it ſeems,

it afforded anciently, both ſeat and firname; Valentine Barrett, who married with

Cicelie, daughter and co-heir of Marcellus Att Leeze, and niece of Sir Richard

Att Leeze, was the laſt of the name who held this place; for he determined in

Cicelie, his only daughter and heir, who was married to John Darrell of Cale-hill,

Eſquire, for his firſt wife. who was elder brother of Sir William Darrell, under

treaſurer of England, branched out from the knightly family of the Darrells, of

Seſay, in Yorkſhire, whoſe heir general married with the anceſtor of Dawney, now

proprietor of that place, and by this alliance, Perry-court came to be united to the

demean of Darrell, of Cale-hill, for many deſcents, until, in the reign of Henr

the eighth, it fell to be divided between two brothers, Sir James Darrell knight,

and John Darrell gentleman. John Darrell, in the firſt year of Henry the eighth,

alienated his portion to; Jennings, and he in the ſixth year of that prince,

-conveyed it to Thomas Michell, and he in the eighth year of his reign, paſſed it a

way to Robert Dokket, who two years after demiſed it to Alan Percy; and Alan

Percy, in the fourteenth year of Henry the eighth, tranſmitted it by ſale, to John

Park, who likewiſe purchaſed the other moiety, the ſame year of Sir James Darrell,

and ſo became ſole owner of Perry court, from whom by Elizabeth, his ſole daughter

and heir, it was carried off, to John Roper of Lingſted, Eſquire, and he in the

twenty-fifth year of queen Elizabeth transferred all his concern in it to William

Finch, by whoſe daughter and co-heir, it was annexed to the inheritance of Sir Drue

Trewry, of Norfolk, and he in the beginning of king James, paſſed it away to

Thomas Bennett, Eſquire, whoſe deſcendants are ſtill entituled to the poſſeſſion of

1ſ. - -

Weſtwood is a third place in Preſton not to be declined in our account. It was,

as high as I can trace out, under the juriſdićtion of the eminent family of Poy.

nings. Michaell Poynings, who was ſon of Thomas lord Poynings, held it at his

death, which was in the forty-third year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 14.

And from him did it by a conſtant tide of uninterrupted intereſt, ſurrender itſelf u

to Sir Edward Poynings, who in the fourteenth year of Henry the eighth, died

without
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without any lawful iſſue, and, as it appeared too then, without any collateral alliance,

that could, by any title united by never ſo far diſtant an affinity to him, lay the

foundation of any pretended claim to his eſtate; ſo that it eſcheated to the crown,

and king Henry the eighth, in the thirty-ſecond and thirty-ſixth of his rule granted it

John Limſey, who not many years after, paſſed it away to alderman Garret, of

London, anceſtor to Sir John Garret, of the county of Hertford, baronet, in whom

the poſſeſſion of this place is at this inſtant reſident.

PRESTON, in the hundred of Wingham, was the inheritance of the lord Ley

bourn. William de Leybourn had a grant of a market and a fair, to his manor

of Preſton, in the thirty-fifth year of Edward the firſt , from whom it deſcended to

his ſon Roger de Leybourn, who went out in a daughter and heir called Juliana

Leybourn, ſo often mentioned in this diſcourſe, who firſt married John de

Haſtings, a kinſman of Laurence de Haſtings, earl of Pembroke. That he was

not his ſon, is moſt evident, for then he muſt by conſequence have been her ſecond

huſband; for William de Clinton, who was her ſecond huſband, and hath been by

public records, always ſo reputed, deceaſed, by the teſtimony of all, in the twenty

eighth of Fdward the third ; Juliana his wife, in the forty-third year of that prince,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 57; and John de Haſtings, in the forty-ninth year of Edward the

thirdicwhich upon a ſerious computation of time, makes it impoſſible that this John

de Haſting, whom all conclude to have been her firſt huſband, ſhould be that John,

who was ſon to Laurence, earl of Pembroke; nor could it be any other William de

‘Clinton, than this before-mentioned. Firſt, becauſe he was the laſt earl of Hun

tington of the name. Secondly, if we ſhould make him to be any other, he muſt

be deſigned huſband for this Juliana, after the death of this John de Haſting, who

ſurvived this Juliana ſix years, as appears by the former ballancing of time, which

will appear altogether abſurd and impoſſible. Thirdly, all do concur, that this

William de Clinton, who was her ſecond huſband, was lord of the cinque-ports, in

the twelfth year of Edward the third; admiral of the narrow ſeas weſtward, in the

fifteenth year, and had the cuſtody of all the king's foreſts ſouthwards beyond

Trent, in the ſeventeenth year of that prince's government, which could be no

other, than this Willliam earl of Huntington, who although he were fruitful in

offices, he was not ſo in children, for he died without iſſue by this lady Juliana,

who after his death remained in the ſtate of widowhood (for ought I can yet diſcover)

until her deceaſe ; for in the eſcheat roll mentioned before, ſhe is ſtiled Comitiſſa de

Huntington, upon whoſe death, none appearing either direétly or collaterally, who

juſtly could entitle themſelves to her patrimony, the crown claimed it as an eſcheat;

and Richard the ſecond, granted it to Sir Simon de Burleigh, lord warden of the

cinque ports, who being afterwards attainted, in the tenth year of that prince it was

re-inveſted in the royal revenue, and was not long after by Richard the ſecond,

:granted to the abby of St. Mary Grace on Tower-hill, and ſome part of it to the

priory of Canons Langley, and ſometimes written Childrens Langley ; and here it

dwelt until the general ſuppreſſion, and then king Henry the eighth, in the thirty

fifth year of his reign, granted it to Sir Thomas Moile, whoſe daughter and co-heir

Amy Moile, incorporated it into the demean of her huſband Sir Thomas Kempe;

where it had not long abode, when this Sir Thomas died without iſſue-male, and left

his eſtate to be divided between four daughters and co-heirs: Anne, one of whom,

carried this away to Sir Thomas Chichley, of the county of Cambridge, whoſe ſon

Thomas Chichley, Eſquire, hath lately by ſale tranſmitted his right in it, to Mr. . . .

Spence, and Mr. Robert Spence of Baukham, in Suſſex.

Preſton by Wingham had the grant of a market procured to it on the Monday, and

a fair of three days continuance, at the feaſt of St. Croſſe, in the thirty-fifth of Ed

ward the firſt. Sir Simon de Burleigh, had the grant of a market renewed to this

place on the Friday, and a fair by the ſpace of three days, at the feaſt of St. Mildred

the virgin, in the tenth year of Richard the ſecond.

PETHAM gives name, in part, to that hundred wherein it hath its poſition, being

called the hundred of Bredge and Petham, and was always a manor folded up in

the revenue of the archbiſhop, though I confeſs I cannot trace out in the wilder

neſs of antiquity, who was the firſt donor. If you peruſe the pages of Doomſday

Book, you will find it there thus repreſented; Petham eſt proprium maherium archi

4. A epiſcopi
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epiſcopi & in tempore Edwardi Regis ſº defendebat pro VII Sullings, & nume ſimiliter, &

eft appretiatum XX lb. And this is enough to refute that miſtake in Eadmerius not

long ſince printed by Mr. Selden ; which I believe is only by accident and not

voluntary, which ſays that Anſelm mortgaged or pawned Peckham to the monks of

Canterbury which was long before given to them by queen Edgiva : Indeed it ſhould

have been printed Petham ; that being always, as you have ſeen, a manor of the arch

biſhop's, till it was engaged, which it ſeems was never redeemed; for it continued in

the revenue of the monks in Chriſt-church, until the diſſolution ; and then it was

tranſplanted into the revenue of the crown, and lay there until king James, in our

fathers memory, granted it to Thomas Thompſon, Eſquire, anceſtor to Thomp

ſon, Eſquire, who now enjoys the poſſeſſion of it.

Swerdling is a manor in this pariſh of as eminent account as any in this track, and

was the capital manſion of the noble and ancient family of Valoigns. Ruallo de

Valoigns was ſheriff of Kent in the firſt year of Henry the ſecond, and in the pipe

rolls of that year, is written of Swerdling; and he was witneſs to king Stephen's

charter, whereby he grants the mill at Eaſt-bridge in Canterbury to the monks of

Chriſtchurch. Waretius de Valoigns + is in the catalogue of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen

who aſſiſted Richard the firſt at the ſiege of Acon in Paleſtine. Robert de Valoigns,

had the repute of a baron in the thirteenth year of Henry the third, and undiſe that

notion held the fourth part of a knight's fee of Wallingford-caſtle. Allan de Va

loigns, was ſheriff of Kent, in the thirty-firſt, thirty-ſecond, thirty-third, and thirty

fourth years of Henry the third, and held his ſhrievalty at Swerdling. Waretius

de Valoigns in the forty-fifth year of Henry the third, by his deed, remits divers ſer

vices to Cicely, wife of Robert de Grenebold, which were due from her to his manor

of Swerdling. William de Valoigns was ſheriff of Kent, the third, fourth, fifth,

and fixth years of Edward the firſt, and his ſon Sir William de Valoigns was en

gaged with Edward the firſt at the ſiege of Carlaverock in Scotland, and for ſome

remarkable ſervice there performed, received the order of knighthood. Henry de

Valoigns was ſheriff of Kent in the fourteenth year of Edward the third, and he had

iſſue Waretius de Valoigns, in whom the male-line failed, ſo that his two daughters,

(one married to Sir Thomas Fogge, grandchild to Otho Fogge, who came out of

Lancaſhire into Kent, about the beginning of Edward the firſt, and the other mar

ried to Thomas de Aldon) became his heirs; and this, upon the breaking of the

eſtate into parcels, fell to be the portion of Fogge, in which name after it had for

divers ages continued fixed, it was in that age we ſtyle our grandfathers alienated to

Spelman, and this family not many years ſince determining in a female heir, it is

now by marrying with her become the inheritance of Hadds.

Sapinton, in Petham, was the inheritance of a family called Bregge; for in the forty

ſecond year of Edward the third, I find Joſeph Bregge conveys this manor to Sir

Richard Atteleeze, and he dying without iſſue, it deſcended to Marcellus Atteleeze,

who was his brother and heir at law; but he ſuddenly after expired, and with him

the name in daughters and co-heirs, whereof Luce who was one of them, was firſt

married to John Norton, Eſquire ; and after to William Langley of Knolton, whoſe

heirs about the latter end of Richard the ſecond, concurred in a joint and mutual

bargain and ſale, and paſſed away their intereſt in this manor; which was too much

diſordered and ravelled whilſt it lay thus mingled, to George Ballard, Eſquire; from

whom, by the clew of ſeveral ages, the title went along to Nicholas Ballard, Eſquire,

who about the latter end of Philip and Mary alienated it to Strenſham, from which

family about the fortieth of queen Elizabeth, the mutation of purchaſe brought it

to Apleford, and he not long after conveyed it to Langford, and from this name the

four brothers joining in the ſale; in that age which was circumſcribed within our

fathers remembrance, it was carried off by ſale to Cranmer of Canterbury, whoſe

ſon Mr. . . . . . . . Cranmer is by deſcent, ſucceſſively entituled to the preſent pro

priety of it.

Hauts-place, in this pariſh, was the fountain from whence that noble family which

fell under that firname originally ſtreamed out, which afterwards diſperſed itſelf in

:fub-divided rivulets over the face of this county. Ivo de Haut, the firſt of this

name that ancient record repreſents to us, is mentioned in a book kept in the ex

chequer

it Rot. pipa de 4n. 13, Hºn. tertii.

|
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chequer called Liber de Terris Templariorum, which is a ſurvey of thoſe lands that

order held in England, in the year of grace one thouſand one hundred and eighty;

and there it is affirmed that he held this manor of Temple Waltham, and from this

Ivo de Haut did the title in a never-ebbing current of deſcent glide down to Sir

William Haut, who was ſheriff of Kent in the ſixteenth year, and then again pro

moted to that office in the twenty-ninth year of Henry the eighth, and not long af.

ter deceaſed, and with him the name found its funeral in two daughters and co

heirs, one of which termed Elizabeth, was married to Thomas Colepeper, of Bedge

bury, Eſquire, to whom this place in the right of his wife devolved. And from

his family in the age within the confines of our grandfathers remembrance, it was

paſſed away by ſale to Salkeld, who not many years ſince conveyed the poſſeſſion

over to Bateman.

There was a chauntry founded at Depalem, in this pariſh (as appears by a manu

ſcript in the hands of Mr. Thomas Den, recorder of Canterbury, deceaſed) founded

and endowed by William Gratian prieſt, in the reign of Henry the fourth; whoſe

revenue upon the diſſolution of this chauntry in the ſecond year of Ecºward the

ſixth, was granted to Jo. Come and Richard Almot, who not long after paſſed it

away to William Forbraſſe, yeoman, a name in ſome old deeds written Fortbraſſe,

which argues it to be of French extraćtion, and from this family it was, about the

beginning of king James, carried off by ſale to Gregory, who within the verge of

ſome few years laſt paſt, alienated the title to Sladden of Liminge.

POSTLING lies in the hundred of Hene, and was, in ages of a very high aſcent,

the patrimony of the noble family of Columbers, a name in times of elder cogni

ſance of very great reputation in the weſt of England. Philip de Columbariis or

Columbers, held it at his deceaſe, which was in the fifth year of Edward the firſt,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 5. But after him I diſcover no more of this family at this place.

The next that is repreſented to be poſſeſſor of it, is Hugh de Audley, and he held

it as appears by ancient court rolls, in the reign of Edward the ſecond, and Edward

the third, and paſſed it away to Delves, of Delves-court in the county of Cheſter,

where it ſeems it had no long abode; for about the forty-third year of Edward the

third, John de Delves alienates it to Richard earl of Arundell; for which the earl

is pardoned, becauſe he purchaſed it without licenſe firſt obtained from the king, as

appears, Pat. de An. 43. Edw. tertii parte ſecunda memb, ſeptim. And in this family

was it for many generations fixed and reſident; until the thirty-eighth year of Henry

the eighth, and then it was by ſale tranſmitted to Sir Anthony Aucher. But the

tenure of it in this family was brief and tranſitory; for about the beginning of queen

Elizabeth it went away from this name to Thomas Smith, Eſquire, cuſtomer to that

princeſs, from whom the clew of paternal ſucceſſion, hath tranſmitted the propriety

to the right honorable Philip viſcount Strangford his great grandchild.

Henewood is another manor in this pariſh, from whence the Honywood of Elm

ſted, and thoſe of Pett in Charing do extract their firnane. And Edmund de Hony

wood, who in the reign of Henry the third is remembered in the front and van of

thoſe in the ledger book of Horton priory, who were munificent benefactors to that

convent, is ſet down there to have been of Poſtling, and as this place was then, ſo

is it ſtill through all that flux and decurſion of time which hath ſince elapſed,

wound up in that revenue, which acknowledges the ſignory and jurisdiction of this

ancient name and family.

PLUCKLEY, in the hundred of Calehill, was originally a manor which owned

the archbiſhops of Canterbury for lords of the fee, until Lanfranc, archbiſhop of

Canterbury, gave it to William, brother of John de Cobham, who in the grant is

tiled Miles Archiepiſcopi; not that he was ever any knight or ſoldier that attended

upon him; but that he granted him this manor to hold in knight's ſervice of him

and his ſucceſſors, which was very uſual and cuſtomary for the archbiſhops and other

great prelates to do; until king Edward the firſt, growing jealous of the power and

grandeur of the clergy, who endeavoured by their bounty and magnificent donations

to oblige both the principal of the nobility and gentry, and chain them up by theſe

“extraordinary engagements to their devotion, cauſed the ſtatute called quid emptore;

- ferrarum,
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terrarum, in the twenty-firſt year of his reign, to be made, which reſtrains and

ſuperſedes for the future all new creations of manors. But to proceed, William

de Cobham being thus enſtated in this manor, in gratitude to the firſt donor, al

tered his name from Cobham to Pluckley. Sir Richard de Pluckley, this man's

grandchild, flouriſhed in the reign of king Stephen, and Henry the ſecond, and

founded the church at Pluckley ; and from this man did William de Pluckley lineally

branch out, in whom the male-line concluded, ſo that Agnes his daughter and heir,

by marrying with John Surrenden, Eſquire, caſt Pluckley into the poſſeſſion of that

name and family; where it had not ſojourned, when the ſame viciſſitude brought

it over to Haut ; for James Haut, married Joan, heir general of John Surrenden,

and ſo became poſſeſſor of Pluckley ; but in this name the title was as volatile and

mutable as in the former; for this man went out in daughters and co-heirs, one of

them was married to Gouldwell, and Chriſtian the other was married to John Dering,

Eſquire, in whoſe right he was entituled to the ſignory of Pluckley. Now if you

will inquire, where lay the ancient land of Dering, if my aſſertion might be cre

dited, I ſhould affirm, that it was at Stamford by Hieth, were they were lords of

ſome part of the little manor of Heyton ; for by an old roll, I find that Normanus

de Morinis, married Kineburga, daughter and heir of Deringus, and his ſon, as was

cuſtomary in thoſe times, called himſelf Deringus de Morimis, and married with

Elveva, ſiſter and heir of Alamus de Heyton, and ſo was inveſted in the propriety of

the manor of Heyton, from whom it ſucceſſively came down to Richard Fitz

Dering, who was ſon of Dering, and great grandchild to this man, who was the

firſt who deſerted the ſirname de Morinis, and aſſumed that of Dering, and died poſ.

ſeſſed of the manor of Heyton, in the forty-ſecond year of Henry the third. And

from this Richard Fitz Dering is Sir Edward Dering baronet, now lineally extračted,

who is the inſtant lord of Pluckley and Surrenden Dering, where Sir Edward Dering

knight and baronet, not many years ſince deceaſed, raiſed that elegant ſtructure, as

eminent for its magnificence and beauty, as it is for its contrivance and curioſity.

Pevington was formerly a pariſh, and had a church dedicated to St. Mary, though

it be now languiſhed into diſuſe, and grown an adjunét to Pluckley; the patrons as

well as proprietors of it were the Pevingtons, a knightly family, who borrowed

their firname from hence. The firſt whom I meet with, is Sir Ralph de Pevington,

who flouriſhed here, in the reign of king John, and king Henry the third, and

was father to Sir William de Pevington, who likewiſe died poſſeſſed of this manor,

in the fifty-fourth year of Henry the third, from whom deſcended John and William

Pevington, who dying without iſſue, in the ſeventh year of Henry the fourth,

Amabilia their ſiſter, married to John Gobion, became their heir, and ſhe lies

buried in the church of Auſtin-Friars at Canterbury, and is mentioned to have been

a liberal benefačtreſs to that cloiſter, about the time of her deceaſe, which was 14o 5,

and had iſſue by him Julian their only daughter, who was about the twenty-ſeventh

year of Henry the fixth, married to William Brent, from whom deſcended Thomas

Brent, in whom the name and male-line together was extinguiſhed, ſo that Margaret

Brent, married to John Dering, was the viſible heir of his eſtate, amongſt which

this manor of Pevington, was enwraped, which came down in right of this alliance

to Sir Edward Dering, knight and baronet, who upon his deceaſe gave it after the

death of his mother, the widow dowager of Sir Anthony Dering, to Mr. Henry

Dering, the eldeſt ſon by his laſt lady.

Malmains in Pluckley, was the inheritance of a family of that firname. Eleanor,

wife of John de Malmins, died ſeized of it, in the fourteenth year of Edward the third,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 51. And after, by court-rolls, I diſcover Henry Malmains to be

poſſeſſed of it, from whom it deſcended to Richard Malmains, who died (as the date

upon his tomb-ſtone in Pluckley church diſcovers to us) in the year 1440, and left

John Malmains his heir, after whom I deſcry no farther mention of this family at

this place. The next family which ſucceeded in the inheritance was Dering, not

by any right derived from Haut; for they had eſpouſed the heir of that name before

Maimains was extinguiſhed ; nor could it be by any female heir atchieved, for there

were but two co-heirs of this branch of Malmains, who were married to Monins and

Gouldwell. And if it be anſwered that Dering married the heir of the eldeſt houſe ;

to
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to that I anſwer, that Nicholas Malmains, who was of the elder line, deceaſed in

the twentieth year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 25, and left only a daughter

and heir, who was married to William de Grandiſon ; ſo that it is evident by the

premiſes, that this manor of Malmains devolved to Dering, the inſtant proprietor,

not by any marriage of Haut, or of this family itſelf, by any female heir or co-heir

of Malmains, but by purchaſe only.

Shurland is the laſt place of account. It hath been the patrimony of Betenham

of Betenham in Cranbroke, for many hundred years. Stephen de Betenham is

mentioned in court-rolls, which take their riſe or date from the government of

Henry the third ; and certainly this is that Stephen de Betenham, which is men

tioned to be one of the recognitores magne aſſe, (an office of very great importance

in elder times) in thoſe pipe-rolls which relate to the reign of king John ; and

from this Stephen hath the title of this place, by a conſtant and even chain of ages,

threaded together into an unbroken ſucceſſion, come down to Mr. Betenham, who

holds the preſent ſignory and poſſeſſion of it.

PLUMSTED, in the hundred of Leſnes, was in the year of grace 960, given

by king Edgar, to the abbot and convent of St. Auguſtins in Canterbury (as Thorne

their chronicler teſtifies) under the notion of four ploughed lands, which afterwards

Godwin earl of Kent, violently tore from their patrimony, and ſettled upon his

ſon Toſtius; but it was reſtored to that ſeminary by William the conqueror, and re

mained faſtened to their revenue, until the rough hand of Henry the eighth, by a

public ſuppreſſion unlinked it, and then it was by that prince, in the thirty-ſixth

year of his reign, granted to Sir Edward Boughton of Burwaſh-court, from whom

it is now devolved by deſcent to his ſucceſſor Mr. . . . . . Boughton.

The abbot of St. Auguſtines, to add more eminence to this manor, not only ob.

tained a charter of free-warren to Plumſted, in the thirty-ſixth year of Henry

the third ; but likewiſe by grant procured a market to be held here weekly on the

Tueſday, and a fair yearly three days, at St. Nicholas, videlicet, the eve, the day, and

day after ; both which were allowed before the judges itinerant, in the ſeventh year

of Edward the firſt.

Plumſted had anciently laws and ordinances for the better ſecuring the mounds

and banks of the marſh, againſt the eruptions and inundations of the Thames, which

almoſt were of the ſame reſemblance and complexion with thoſe of Romney marſh.

A ſcale of ſeveral ſtatutes is delivered to us by Raſtall in his abridgement,

which concerned the inning and preſerving of Plumſted Level. The firſt was en

aćted in the twenty ſecond year of Henry the eighth, Cap. 3. and was printed. The

fecond was made in the fourteenth year of queen Elizabeth, and was never printed.

The third was ratified in the twenty-third of queen Elizabeth, Cap. 13, and printed.

The fourth and laſt was confirmed, in the twenty-ſeventh year of queen Elizabeth,

Qap. 27, and likewiſe printed.

Burwaſh-court is an eminent ſeat in this pariſh, made more illuſtrious by being

wrapped up in the revenue of the noble family of Burgherſt or Burwaſh. Bartho

lomew de Burgherſt died poſſeſſed of it, in the twenty-eighth year of Edward the

third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 38, and left it to his ſon Bartholomew lord Burwaſh, who in

the forty-third year of the aboveſaid prince, conveyed it with much other land to

Sir Walter de Paveley, knight of the garter, in which family it continued, until the

reign of Richard the ſecond, and then it was alienated to William Chichley, alder

man of London, who left it to his ſon John Chichley, by whoſe daughter and heir

Agnes, it came to be poſſeſſed by John Tatterſhal, of Weli-hall, in Eltham; who

about the beginning of Henry the fixth, conveyed it to Boughton, in the deſcend

ants of which family, it had a permanent abode, until that age that our remem

brance had an aſpect on, and then it was paſſed away to Mr. Rowland Wilſon of

London, and he upon his late deceaſe, gave it to his daughter and her heirs, who

was firſt married to doćtor . . . . . . Criſp, and now ſecondly to colonel . . . . . Row

of Hackney.

4 B RADIGUNDS,
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R.

D ADIGUNDS, vulgarly called the abby of St. Radigunds, leads up the van of

this regiſter. It was founded by Hugh the firſt abbot, who was before a monk

in the priory of Chriſt-church, in the reign of king Stephen, as the book of Chriſt

church, and the return into the court of augmentation made in the twenty-ninth

year of Henry the eighth, do both inform me. Their rule was derived from Auſtin

biſhop of Hippo, their habit black, whence they are ſometimes ſtiled black canons,

and ſometimes canons of St. Auſtins. The revenue which appertained to this cloi.

ſter, lay not far divided from this place, as namely at Alkham, Sotemere, Combe,

Hawking, Padleſworth, and Piſing, where they had a manor, as appears by an in

quiſition, taken in the thirty-fifth year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 147.

This upon the diſſolution lapſing with all its revenue to the crown, king Henry the

eighth exchanged Piſing with Thomas Cranmer, archbiſhop of Canterbury; but

the manor of St. Radigunds itſelf, remained annexed to the royal revenue, until

queen Elizabeth, in the thirty-ſecond year of her reign, granted it to Simon Edolph,

Eſquire, deſcended from the Edolphs of Romney, Marſh, where they were very

ancient, in whoſe ſucceſſor, Sir . . . . . . Edolph, the propriety of this place is ſtill

reſident.

RACULVER, in the hundred of Whitſtaple, had a monaſtery founded here, for

monks to live under the rule of St. Bennet; but the manor itſelf was given with all

its train of appendages, as namely, paſture, glebe, marſh-land, and the adjacent

ſhore, and eſtimated at twenty-five manſions or cottages, bis demis ſemiſque eſtimatum

Caſſatis (thoſe are the words of the record by king Eadredus, in the year nine hun

dred and forty-eight) to the ſee of Canterbury, in the preſence of his queen Edgiva,

and archbiſhop Odo; and if you will deſcry what eſtimate it had in the time of the

conqueror, Doomſday book will afford you a diſcovery. Raculf tempore Edwardi

Regis ſº defendebat pro VIII. Sullings, & eſt appretiatum XL. lb. & II. lb. W. S. tres

Minutes (that was a coin I believe equivalent to our now Engliſh pence) minus.

Though the church be now full of ſolitude, and languiſhed into decay; yet when

Leland made his perambulation, it was in a more ſplendid equipage. If you pleaſe

to hear him, he thus deſcribes it; the old building of the abby church, continues

(ſays he) having two goodly ſpiring ſteeples. In the entring into the quire, is one

of the faireſt and moſt ancient croſſes, that ever I ſaw, nine foot in height, it ſtand

eth like a fair column. The baſis is a great ſtone, it is not wrought; the ſecond

ſtone, being round, hath curiouſly wrought and painted the images of our Saviour

Chriſt, Peter, Paul, John and James ; Chriſt ſaith Ego ſum Alpha & Omega; Peter

ſaith, Tu es Chriſtus filius Dei vivi. The ſayings of the other three, were painted,

majuſculis literis Romanis, but now obliterated. The ſecond ſtone is of the paſſion;

the third ſtone contains the twelve apoſtles ; the fourth hath the image of our

Saviour hanging and faſtened with four nails, & ſub pedibus ſuffentaculum. The higheſt

part of the pillar hath the figure of a croſs. In the church is a very ancient book

of the evangeliſts, in majuſ, ulis literis Romanis, and in the borders thereof is a

cryſtal ſtone, thus inſcribed, Claudia Atepiccus. In the north ſide of the church, is

the figure of a biſhop painted under an arch ; in digging about the church, they

find old buckles and rings. The whole print of the monaſtery appears by the old

wall. And the vicarage was made of the ruins of the monaſtery. There is a neg

lečted chapel out of the church-yard, where ſome ſay was a paroch-church, before

the abby was ſuppreſſed, and given to the archbiſhop of Canterbury. Thus far he.

But the greateſt honor which in elder times did accrue to this village, was, that

king Ethelbert, after he had founded the abby of St. Auſtins, removed his refidence

from Canterbury, and fixed his palace at this place, which his ſucceſſors the kings

of Kent, enobled by their preſence ; but when this kingdom was ſwallowed up in

that of Mercia, and Mercia afterwards in that of the weſt Saxons; this manſion of

theirs found a ſepulchre likewiſe in their ruins ; ſo that now we can trace it out no

where, but in annals and hiſtory, ſince even the very ruins of the ruins themſelves,

have now got an unknown interinent.

Helburgh
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Helburgh is an ancient ſeat in this pariſh: the firſt that I find poſſeſſed it, was Ni

cholas Tingewike, originally deſcended from Tingewick in the county of Bucking

ham, and who likewiſe held large poſſeſſions at Dartford, and he died ſeized of it, in

the fourteenth year of Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 182. After this family

deſerted the poſſeſſion, the Pines became its proprietors, of which family was James

de la Pine, who was ſheriff of Kent, in the twenty-ſixth, and twenty ſeventh years

of Edward the third, and was in the poſſeſſion of this place at his deceaſe, which

was in the thirty-third year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 13, and left it

to his ſon Thomas Pine; after whom I meet with another James Pine, who about the

beginning of Henry the fourth, paſſed it away to Cheyney, and in this family did

it reſide, until the beginning of queen Elizabeth; and then the lord Henry Cheyney,

who then began to retail himſelf and his eſtate out to ruin in parcels, alienated this

to Maycott, whoſe ſon Sir Cavaliero Maycott, that eminent courtier in the reign of

queen Elizabeth, and king James, in the entrance of that prince into his govern

ment, paſſed it away to Sir Chriſtopher Clive; and he immediately after, conveyed

it away to Contry, vulgarly called Cuntry, whoſe ſon Mr. Thomas Contry, almoſt in

our memory, caſt it by ſale into the poſſeſſion of Sir Edward Maſters of Canter

bury, whoſe ſon Richard Maſters, Eſquire, is entituled to the inſtant poſſeſſion of

it.--

REINHAM, in the hundred of Milton, with Mere-court, was, in the reign of

Henry the firſt, the patrimony of the noble family of Camville.* Robert de Cam

ville his ſon, was an aſſiſtant to Henry the third, i in the forty-ſecond of his rule,

when he marched from Cheſter againſt the Welſh. Geffrey de Camville was frequently

ſummoned to fit in parliament as baron, in the reign of Edward the firſt. After this

family was worn out, the noble family of Leybourn, of Leybourn caſtle, was en

tituled to the inheritance. Henry de Leybourn, held it in the twenty-eighth year of

Edward the firſt, and ſo did Thomas de Leybourn, in the thirty-fifth of that

prince's government, Rot Eſc. Num. Io. And ſo did his brother likewiſe, William

de Leybourn, who held the greateſt part of it at his death, which was in the third

year of Edward the ſecond; and tranſmitted it to his kinſman Roger de Leybourn,

in whom the male line determined, and he left it in dower to his wife Juliana de Ley

bourn, who held it at her death, which was in the third year of Edward the third,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 86. And after her deceaſe, it was enſtated on his and her daughter

and heir Juliana de Leybourn, who for her vaſt income, merited the title of Infanta

of Kent; and ſhe married for her firſt huſband John de Haſting, a kinſman of

Laurence de Haſting ; but he died without any iſſue by her, upon whoſe exit, ſhe

was eſpouſed to William de Clinton, earl of Huntingdon, lord warden of the cinque

ports, who likewiſe deceaſed without any poſterity by her, in the twenty-eighth year

of Edward the third ; after whoſe deceaſe ſhe continued a widow until her death,

which was in the forty-third year of the abovementioned prince, Rot. Eſc. Num, 57,

and is ſtiled in the eſcheat roll Comitiſla de Huntington, which fortifies the former

aſſertion, that ſhe continued in the ſtate of widowhood, till her diſſolution; upon

whoſe deceaſe, the crown upon an exact and ſolemn inquiſition, diſcovering none

that could inforce any claim either directly and lineally, or elſe by collateral de

dućtion, entitled itſelf to her eſtate, as legally eſcheated; and that prince, in the

fiftieth year of his reign, grants it to the abby of St. Mary Grace on Tower-hill,

where it was fixed, until it was by the ſuppreſſion, wreſted away, and then king

Edward the ſixth, in the ſecond year of his reign, granted it to Sir Thomas Cheyney,

lord warden of the cinque ports, and one of the privy council to that prince ; whoſe

ſon Henry lord Cheyney, in the thirteenth year of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away by

ſale to Richard Thornhill, which Richard was father to Mr. Samuel Thornhill,

grandfather to Sir Timothy Thornhill and Sir John Thornhill, and great grandfather

to colonel Richard Thornhill, eldeſt ſon of Sir Timothy, which colonel Richard is

lately deceaſed, and Charles Thornhill Eſquire, ſon and heir of Sir John now ſurvi

ving, whoſe great grandfather Mr. Richard Thornhill, abovementioned, purchaſed

Mere-court in the twelfth year of queen Elizabeth, and Potts-court, Brad herſt,

ueen-court in Oſpringe, Pitſtock and Hartie, in the thirteenth year of that princeſs,

of Sir Henry Cheyney, and made his ſon Samuel joint purchaſer with him.

- - - Syleham

f Raculver had the grant of a market procured * Robert de Camvillewas engaged with Richard 1.

it to on the Thurſiny, by William archbiſhop of at the fiege cf Acon in Paleſtine.

Canterbury, in the ſeventh of Edward the ſecond. I Rot. pp.e de An 4 Heir. 3.
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Syleham is a ſecond place confiderable. It was the manſion formerly of a family of

no deſpicable extraction, whoſe ſirname was Donett. John Donett died poſſeſſed of

this and part of the manor of Reinham, in the thirtieth year of Edward the third,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 57, and left them to his ſon John Donett, who likewiſe was in the

poſſeſſion of them at his death, which was in the thirty-ſixth year of the abovemen

tioned prince ; and had iſſue John Donett, in whom the male line failed, ſo that his

lands at Reinham, and Syleham, devolved by Margery his ſole daughter and heir, to

John St. Leger, Eſquire, ſheriff of Kent in the ninth year of Henry the fixth, and

was deſcended from Hugh St. Leger, who was one of the recognitores magne aſſe,

(an office of a very great latitude and circumference of power in elder times) in the

ſecond and ſeventh years of king John. In the St. Legers, the poſſeſſion of theſe

places reſted not long; for not long after that intereſt which he had in Reinham, was

conveyed to Cheyney, and Syleham to Bloer; Cheyney tranſmitted his concern, with

that part of Reinham that related to thepriory of Leeds, to Samuel Thornhill, Eſquire,

who diſpoſed of it upon his death, as is aboveſaid; but Chriſtopher Bloer, or Blower,

determined in Olympia Bloer, his heir general, who brought it over to Mr. John

Tufton, in the reign of Henry the eighth; from whom it is now come down to the

right honourable John Tufton, earl of Thanet, who poſſeſſes the preſent ſignory of it.

REYERSH, + in the hundred of Lerkefield, though a village of no great account

in itſelf, yet is diſengaged of its original obſcurity, by the ſplendor and eminence of

thoſe who ſucceſſively poſſeſt it. . The firſt whom I find concerned in it, was Hugh

de Creſcie, originally, in all probability, extracted from Creſcie, who is mentioned

in the Battle abby-roll; and he died ſeized of it in the forty-ſeventh year of Henry

the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 42. After this family was mouldered away, the Says of

Coldham were intereſted in the poſſeſſion, and Geffrey de Say poſſeſſed it in the fif.

teenth year of Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 20. The next family in ſucceſſion

to theſe was the Mowbrays, and Elizabeth, wife of Thomas duke of Norfolk, and

daughter of Richard earl of Arundell, held it at her deceaſe, which was in the

third year of Henry the ſixth, Rot. Eſc. Num. 25. And ſo did her ſon John Mow

bray, duke of Norfolk, who deceaſed in the eleventh year of Henry the ſixth, Rot.

Eſc. Num, 129, and was deſcended from John Mowbray, who held it (as appears

by ancient court rolls, as parcel of the barony of Bedford) in the reign of Edward the

ſecond. After the Mowbrays, the Nevills, barons of Aburgavenny, were inveſted

in the fee, and remained ſeated in the poſſeſſion, until the reign of queen Elizabeth.

and then Henry lord Nevill, in the twenty-ninth year, dying without iſſue male, it was

diſpoſed of, with much other land, to his brother Sir Edward Nevill, from whom it

is now brought down to his grandchild John lord Nevill, who enjoys the inheritance

of it.

RIDLEY, in the hundred of Acſtane, acknowledges itſelf to have been anciently

a branch of the patrimony of the lords Leybourn, and Roger de Leybourn, in the

fifty-fifth year of Henry the third, ſells Ridley, excepting the advowſon, to Bartholo

mew Wodeton. In which family the title was not very permanent; for in the reign

of Edward the third, I find the Wallis's to have been its proprietors. Auguſtin

Wallis obtained a charter of free warren to his manor of Ridley, in the twenty-ſecond

year of Edward the third, and died poſſeſſed of it in the twenty-eighth year of that

prince's government, Rot. Eſt. Num. 55. After the Wallis's were expired and

vaniſhed, the Rickhills held this manor, where it was not long conſtant; for

William Rickhill, about the ſixteenth of Henry the ſixth, conveyed it by deed to

Thomas Edingham or Engham ; who again in the nineteenth year of the aboveſaid

prince, paſſed it away by fine to Robert Savery ; from which name, not many years

after, it came by the ſame viciſſitude, to be the inheritance of Bevill, in whoſe de

ſcendants it remained, until the beginning of Henry the eighth, and then it was by

purchaſe faſtened to the demean of Fitz: and Walter Fitz by deed, whoſe date com

mences from the twenty-ſeventh of Henry the eighth, conveyed it to Willian Sidley

of

+ Carews court in Reyerſh, was for many deſ who upon his dcc.caſe ſettled it on his nephew

“cents the inheritance of a family of that ſirname, William Watton ; and from him the thread of

and remained locked up in their demean until the many deſcents hath guided the title down to the in

twelfth year of Henry the ſixth ; and then Nicholas ſtant proprietor Mr. William Watton of Addington.

Carew, demiſes it by deed to Thomas Watton, -
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of Southfleet, Eſquire, anceſtor to Sir Charles Sidley baronet, whom upon the

late deceaſe of his brother Sir William Sidley, it owns for its preſent poſſeſſor.

RIDLINGSWOULD is a member of Dover, + and was parcel of the honor of .

Fulberts, and Fulbert de Dover held it, as appears by Doomſday-book, in the

twentieth year of William the conqueror, in ages of a nearer approach to us, that

is, in the reign of Henry the third, Richard de Dover, and Roeſia his wife were

poſſeſſed of it, as appears, Ex bundellis annor, incertorum Henrici tertii, Rot. Eſt. Nam.

237. When this family went out, the Badeleſmeres ſtept in. Bartholomew lord

Badeleſmer, that powerful baron, obtained a charter of free-warren to his lands

here, in the ninth year of Edward the ſecond, and was ſteward too, to the houſe

hold of king Edward the ſecond, as appears by a confirmation of the charter of the

city of London, which bears date from that year of Edward the ſecond, and to which

he, as teſte, writes himſelf ſteward of the king's houſhold; but not long after being

entangled in that combination, which was made by Thomas earl of Lancaſter, and

fundry other barons againſt that prince, he forfeited both his eſtate and life, as the

price of that ſeditious attempt; but this, with much other land, was reſtored to his

ſon Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer, in the ſecond year of Edward the third, but he

died without iſſue, in the twelfth year of that prince, Rot. Eſc. Num. 44. So that

his large revenue was proportionably divided between his four ſiſters and co-heirs,

whereof this was a limb, and fell in upon the partition to the inheritance of John

Vere earl of Oxford, by Matilda de Badeleſmer, and he held it at his death, which

was in the fortieth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 38, but in this family

it did not long continue after his exit; for in the reign of Richard the ſecond, I find

Robert Belknap poſſeſſed of it, and enjoyed it at his death, which was in the ſecond

year of Henry the fourth, after his return from his exilement into Ireland, whither

he was baniſhed for his too ačtive aſſerting the prerogative againſt the liberty of the

populacy, in the tenth year of Richard the ſecond. In the ſecond year of Richard

the third, I find William Belknap, Eſquire, was in the fruition of it at his deceaſe,

Iot. Eſc. Num, 16, and from him did it devolve to his ſucceſſor Sir Henry Belknap,

in whom this name was extinguiſhed, ſo that his eſtate was reſolved into ſeveral par

cels, which came over to Alice his daughter and co-heir married to Sir William

Shelley, Anne married to Sir Robert Watton, and Elizabeth married to Sir Philip

Cooke of Giddie-hall in Eſſex, and in theſe families did the complicated intereſt of

this place remain concentered, until that age, which fell under our grandfathers cog

niſance, and then it was by joint concurrence paſſed away to Edolph, from whom it

is brought down to Sir . . . . . Edolph, who holds the preſent ſignory of it.

Oxney-houſe in this pariſh, was an ancient ſeat of the noble family of Criol. Ma

tilda, widow of Simon de Criol died poſſeſſed of it, in the fifty-ſecond year of

Henry the third, and tranſmitted it to Bertram de Criol, who held it at his death,

which was in the twenty-third year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. After him

his ſon Bertram de Criol was ſettled in the poſſeſſion, but was not long lived after

his father, for he died in the thirty-fourth year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſ. Num.

37, and left it to his brother John Criol, who dying without iſſue, it was brought

to his ſiſter Joan Criol, who by marrying with Sir Richard de Rokeſley, made it the

inheritance of that name and family, and was in poſſeſſion of it at her death, which

was in the fifteenth year of Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 95. From whom it

came down to Thomas lord Poynings, who had eſpouſed Agnes, one of the co-heirs

of them two, and in right of this alliance was his ſucceſſor, Richard lord Poynings,

found inveſted in it at his death, which was in the fifteenth year of Richard the ſecond,

parte prima, Rot. Eſc. Num.53, and left it to his kinſman Robert de Poynings, who

paſſed it away by ſale to Tame, and in the fourth year of Henry the fourth, Robert

Tame paid reſpective aid for it, at the marriage of Blanch, that king's daughter.

After Tame was worn out, the Sidleys poſſeſſed it, and John Sidley, Eſquire, who

was auditor to Henry the ſeventh, added much to this houſe, as well as to his eſtate,

and from him is it now deſcended to Sir Charles Sidley, baronet, whom it owns for

preſent lord of the fee.

4 C RIPPLE

t Bartholomew lord Badelefiner obtained the days fair at St. Nicholas, in the ninth of Edward II.

grant of a market to Ridlingſwould, and a three as appears, Pat. 9, Ed. 11 N. 57.
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RIPPLE, in the hundred of Corn’lo, was a manor which always related to the

abby of St Auſtins, and was, in the ſurrender of this abby into the hands of Henry

the eighth, in the twenty-ninth year of that prince, found to be involved in the de

mean of that convent, from whom it went over to the crown, and remained there

until queen Elizabeth, in the thirty-ſecond year of her government, paſſed it away

to Sir John Hall, who not long after alienated his intereſt here to Gokin, in which

family the propriety hath ever ſince continued. But Watling was originally of fe

cular concern, and was wound up in the patrimony of the lord Leybourn. Thomas

de Leybourn enjoyed it at his deceaſe, which was in the thirty-fifth year of Edward

the firſt, Rot. Eſt. Num. 10, from whom it went along with the reſidue of his

eſtate to his ſon Sir Roger de Leybourn, with whom the male-line ſunk into his

ſepulchre, and Juliana de Leybourn was his ſole heir, and ſhe was firſt married to

John de Haſtings, and afterwards to William de Clinton, earl of Huntington, but

had no iſſue by either, nor was there any which could, by a claim of collateral af.

finity, ſtave off the claim and pretences of the crown unto her eſtate ; ſo that, upon

her deceaſe, which was in the forty-third year of Edward the third, that prince

ſeized upon her inheritance as an eſcheat, and his grandchild Richard the ſecond,

granted this to the abby of Childrens Langley, upon whoſe ſuppreſſion it devolved

with all its perquiſites to the crown; and Henry the eighth, granted it in the thirty

fifth year of his reign to Sir Thomas Moile, one of the juſtices at that time to this

county, from whom by Amy his daughter and co-heir, it was cemented into the pa

trimony of Sir Thomas Kempe; but it was not long after unſodered, for in the

beginning of queen Elizabeth it was ſold to William Sherley of Suſſex, who in our

grandfathers remembrance alienated it to Crayford of Mongeham, whoſe ſucceſſor

(not without an eager conteſt commenced with one Durbon and Kidder, by his pre

deceſſor, who pretended an intereſt in it, conveyed to then by an antecedent judge

ment, acknowledged by the aboveſaid Shirley) is now ſettled in the poſſeſſion

of it. -

RIVER, in the hundred of Bewſborough, contains two remarkable places with

in the boundaries of it. The firſt is Kerſoney, which was the inheritance of a fa

mily called Pagnell or more vulgarly Paynell. Iſolda, wife of John Paynell, held

it at her death, which was in the ſeventeenth year of Edward the ſecond. In times

of a lower deſcent, I find it in the tenure of Phineux, the laſt of which name at this

place was Sir John Phineux, lord chief juſtice of the common pleas, in the reign of

Henry the ſeventh, and he determining in daughters and co-heirs, Jane, one of

them, by marrying with John Roper, Eſquire, of St. Dunſtan's, made it the pa

trimony of that family, irom whom in our grandfathers remembrance, it was

paſſed away to Beſt, anceſtor to . . . . . Beſt, Eſquire, of Canterbury, who is

the inſtant proprietor of it. The ſecond is Archers-court, which gave both ſeat

and firname to a family ſo called ; one Nicholas Archer held it in the firſt year of

Edward the ſecond, and ſo did Thomas le Archer, in the third year of Edward the

third, and left it to his ſon William Archer, who paid reſpective aid for his lands

here at River, and at Atterton, and Coperland, in the twentieth year of Edward

the third, at the making the Black Prince knight. From Archer it came to a family

called Baudrede, and continued divers years in this name, until in the firſt year of

Edward the fourth, it was conveyed away by ſale with Coperland to Thomas Doilie,

Eſquire. Afterwards in the reign of Henry the eighth, it was exchanged with the

crown, and that prince, in the thirty-ſixth year of his managing the Engliſh ſcepter,

granted it to Sir James Hales, in whoſe family it remained until almoſt that time,

which we entitle to our fathers remembrance, and then a part of it was paſſed away

by ſale to Lee, but the other parcel continued conſtant to the intereſt of Hales,

until not many years ſince, not only that portion, which was in the poſſeſſion of

Lee, but likewiſe that other abovementioned, were both alienated by their reſpective

proprietors to Sir Hardres Waller. But part of Archers's court was by Bandred or

işrandred in the reign of Edward the fourth conveyed to Sir George Browne of

Bechworth-caſtle, whoſe ſucceſſor Sir Thomas Browne alienated it to Mr. Iſaac

Honywood, who dying without iſſue bequeathed it to his nephew colonel Henry

Honywood, Eſquire, now proprictor of it: the manor of Archers-court with the

demean annexed to it, holds by great ſerjeanty with this condition united, (a

ſtrange
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ſtrange one) that the preſent owner or owners ſhould hold the king's head when he

paſſes to Calais, and by the working of the ſea ſhould be obliged to vomit.

RODMERSHAM, in the hundred of Milton, was the inheritance of a family,

whoſe firmame was Pine; John de la Pine enjoyed it, in the twentieth year of Henry

the third, as appears by private evidences, and ſo did James de la Pine his grand

child, who deceaſed in the thirty-ſeventh year of Edward the third, and left it to

his ſon and heir James de la Pine, a child of nine years old, at his fathers exit,

and he preſerved it until the latter end of Richard the ſecond, and then it was

tranſmitted by ſale to Podach, now vulgarly called Pordage, deſcended originally

from John de Podach, who flouriſhed, as appears by an ancient pedigree, relating

to this family, in the reign of Henry the third, and held lands in the county of

Devon, which bore his name, and was called Podach ; and from this abovementioned

John, is Mr. Thomas Pordage alias Podach, now of Rodmerſham, by a multiplied

efflux of many deſcents lineally extracted, and bears now the feſ; in his coat armour

plain, whereas by ancient monuments, and ſeals affixed to old evidences it is mani

feſt, his anceſtors bore it cheque. Upon what grounds, the modern alteration is

eſtabliſhed, I confeſs I know not, it is enough, that the dignity of the family, is

yet ſupported, by that ancient inheritance, which they have for ſo many ages, and

yet do poſſeſs here at Rodinerſham.

Pitſlock in Rodmerſham, is a little manor, which augmented the revenue of the

nuns of Minſter in Shepey, but when that ruinous tempeſt broke forth in the reign

of Henry the eighth, which like an hurricane tore up by the roots the eccleſiaſti

cal patrimony, this was ſupplanted and thrown into the demean of the crown, and

then the aboveſaid prince, in the twenty-ninth year of his rule, granted it to Sir

Thomas Cheyney, and his ſon Henry lord Cheyney, about the thirteenth year of

queen Elizabeth, alienated it to Samuel Thornhill, Eſquire, who upon his deceaſe,

gave it to his ſecond ſon Sir John Thornhill, from whom by deſcendant right, it is

now come over to his ſon and heir Charles Thornhill, Eſquire.

Newburgh is partly ſituated in Rodmerſham, and partly in Lingſted, and anciently

had the eſtimate of a manor, and gave name to a family that was repreſented to the

world, under that notion, as appears, by very old deeds without date, in the

hands of Mr. Bartholomew May, too tedious here to recite. In the twenty-fourth

year of Edward the firſt, Iſabell, wife of Henry de Apulderfield, held it at her

death, and in the copy of the inquiſition roll, it is called Manerium de Newburgh ;

but in ages of a more modern complexion, it fell from its former reputation, and by

di:uſe ſhrunk into neglect and contempt, and is now only eminent, in that it was

involved in that eſtate, that by Elizabeth coheir of Sir William Apulderfield de

volved to Sir John Phineux, who finding his ſepulchre in female co-heirs, Jane one

of them, brought it over to her huſband John Roper, Eſquire, and from him by

paternal efflux, is the title now wafted along, to the right honourable Chriſtopher

Roper, baron of Tenham, removed by no wide diſtance from this place.

St. John's is the laſt manor in Rodmerſham, to be taken notice of, though the

firſt in its degree of eminence, becauſe it was a principal place belonging to the

knights hoſpitallers, an order that was eſtabliſhed and inſtituted by Gerardus,

but fenced in, and empaled with new orders and rules, by Raimundus a Podio, left,

debauched and ſoftened by ſecular intereſt, in decurſion of time, they might have

fallied out into ſome diſorder and exceſs. At their firſt inſtallment, they were to be

eighteen years of age, at leaſt, and none who were without the verge of that time,

were capable of this order; they were to be neither of Jewiſh or Turkiſh extraćtion,

left they might ſeem tacitly to wrap up thoſe principles in their blood, which by .

their vow, they were engaged to deſtroy. Their pedigree or genealogy, was to be

wholly chriſtian, and that of no courſe, but of a more refined temperament ; for

their birth or parentage was to be noble, and not to be ſullied with the impure

tinéture of baſtardy. Yet even this reſtrićtion had a gentler ſenſe quilted into it,

for if they were the natural ſons of princes, their birth was enobled, and the rigor

of the rule, was by ſo eminent a deſcent ſoftened and allayed, and they made capable

of this order. Then they were by a general obligation, to defend the ſepulchre of

Chriſt, to protest pilgrims, againſt the eruptions of infidels, in their viſits made º
tilC
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the Holy Land, to foment no clandeſtine animoſities, by engaging in private duels

amongſt themſelves, which were blaſted with the black character of illegality ; and

if the princes of chriſtendom were entangled in inteſtine diſſentions amongſt them

ſelves, they were to ſhroud themſelves, under an impartial neutrality, left they

night deſtroy that chriſtianity, which by oath they were obliged to aſſert, if they

ſhould embark in any impious ſidings, or partial combinations. Laſtly, they were

abſtracted by their vow of poverty, chaſtity and obedience, from all ſecular em

ployments, or negotiations, left the fumes of temporal intereſt might cloud their

eyes, in their proſpect towards the ſepulchre; in order to which, they were not to

exerciſe any mercantile affairs, or the deſigns of uſury; they were, if poſſible, to

receive the ſacrament thrice every year, and if not interrupted to hear maſs once a

day. I have now done with the ingredients which made up their vow, I ſhall now

come to the form of their inſtallment.

As for the method of their inveſtiture, it was caſt into this mould. They had a

fword delivered to them, intimating they ſhould fight with magnanimity ; and this

was guarded with a croſs hilt, to declare that they were in all encounters to vindicate

and maintain the croſs and ſepulchre of our Saviour. Then they were ſtruck thrice

over the ſhoulders with that ſword they were inveſted with, to infinuate, that they

ſhould ſuſtain all contumelies and indignities, for the cauſe and defence of the chriſtian

religion. Then fourthly, this ſword was wiped, to inſtruct them that their lives

were to be aſſoiled from the ſpot of all open and ſcandalous impieties. Fifthly,

they had gilt ſpurs placed upon their heels, to ſhew firſt, that all temporal improve

ment of wealth, was to be caſt behind the deſigns of piety and religion; or ſecond

ly, to demonſtrate, that riches were but the gloſs, or parjet, but honour and vir

tue, was the ſolid body, deſigned by the ſpur itſelf, that was to ſupport and ſuſtain

it. Sixthly, they had a lighted taper put into their hands, by that, to diſcover, that

by an eminent integrity and exemplar piety, like the irradiation of that luminary,

they were to make themſelves conſpicuous to thoſe who were involved in the miſts

and umbrages of a dark and gloomy infidelity. Laſtly, after theſe formalities per

formed, they were obliged to repair to maſs, where I leave them.

Their cuſtomary habit was a black cloak, being the beſt engine, or ſymptom of

a ſolemn external ſorrow, and on this was a croſs potent between four croſſes patee, de

ſigning the five wounds of our Saviour; they wore conſtantly when they appeared

in public, a red belt, intimating they were at all times ready to bleed, in defence

of the croſs and ſepulchre, and on that was fixed a white croſs, to manifeſt the

purity and innocence of that cauſe and religion which was contended for.

This order was firſt brought into England, in the year of grace 1 Ioo, by Jordan

de Briſet, in ſome old deeds written Brinſet, lord of Well-hall at Eltham in Kent,

and Muriell his wife, who founded a houſe for them at Clerkenwell, and dedicated

it to St. John, which afterwards became the head of their Alberge here in England,

to which this manor continued united, as parcel of their demean, until the diſſolu

tion in the reign of Henry the eighth, like a general deluge, ſwept it away, and

tranſported it into the revenue of the crown, and that prince by royal conceſſion,

made it the eſtate of William Pordage, Eſquire, in whoſe deſcendant, Thomas

Pordage, Eſquire, the preſent inheritance of it remains at this inſtant placed.

ROCHESTER is a city which in elder times, was as eminent for its antiquity, as

it was for its ſtrength and grandeur; and had not thoſe violent impreſſions, which

the rough hand of war formerly defaced it with, demoliſhed its bulk, and diſcom

poſed its beauty, it peradventure might have been regiſtered at this day in the in

ventory of the principal cities of this nation. It was governed by a port reve, until

king Edward the fourth, in the ſecond year of his reign, raiſed it into a higher dig

nity, and decreed by his royal grant, that it ſhould thenceforth be governed by a

mayor and twelve aldermen, and to this monarch does this city owe much of its

preſent felicity, a prince certainly he was, full of complacency and benignity, of a

munificent mind, and an obliging accoſtable nature, guilty only of ſome human

frailties, common to all, and adorned with many ſignal virtues, ſcarce reſident in

any one, who did not voluntarily ſail into that ſea of blood, which was let looſe in

the civil war, commenced between him and the partiſans of the houſe of Lancaſter,

but rather was driven into it, by the tempeſt of his ili fortune.

Having
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Having repreſented the city in its modern face or aſpe&t, I ſhall now draw the

curtain ſomething wider, and diſcover its portraiture in its calamitous ſufferings,

occaſioned by the invaſions, not only of an enraged enemy, but likewiſe, which is

worſe, by the onſets of its own incenſed prince; and theſe two mixing together have

much diſordered the ancient glory and ſplendor of it.

In the year 630, Eldred king of Mercia harraſſed Kent, and by an impetuous in

road laid it waſte; and as particular lamentations are not diſtinguiſhed in univerſal

groans, ſo in this public depopulation of the county (then kingdom), the tragedy

and devaſtation ačted by that prince, at that time, upon this city, was not reſented

with that regret, as ſuch deplorable ruin might ſeem to exact, which had it been ſingly

poured out upon this city, it could not have been repeated or rehearſed without a

bleeding heart, and a weeping eye.

In the year 986, king Etheldred infeſted Rocheſter with a fiege, having enter

tained ſome diſcontent or diſguſt againſt the biſhop, and would not diſſolve his

league, until the ſaid biſhop had expiated his offence with the ſacrifice of an hun

dred pounds, a ſum of importance in thoſe dry times, though inconſiderable in

theſe profuſer ones of ours, where commonly the pecuniary ſupply that is extracted

from the ſubject, is ſteeped in his tears.

In the year 999, the Danes invaded Canterbury, and though by the vigorous re

ſiſtance and magnanimity of the defendants, their aſſaults were made null, yet at

length by the treacherous combination of an inſidious party within, it was rather

betrayed then ſubdued, and miſerably depopulated by the barbarous adverſary,

the ſignatures of which devaſtation are yet viſible; and though the wideneſs of the

orifice, which that wound had made, be ſomething cloſed up with the hand of

time, yet there is a huge ſcar left, to repreſent to poſterity the greatneſs of the

former ruin. After they had thus harraſſed and defaced that city, they (to im

prove their vićtory) advanced to Rocheſter, where the inhabitants, aſtoniſhed with

an example of ſo much terror, after ſome faint oppoſition againſt the Daniſh im

preſſions and onſets, gave themſelves up to flight, and this city to a calamitous

depopulation. - -

In the year 1130, Henry the firſt, with the archbiſhop of Canterbury, were

preſent at the conſecration of St. Andrew's church in Rocheſter, which was then

brought to perfection, having been before much impaired by the iron teeth of time;

but then the fury of the elements began to enter into a corrivalſhip or competition

with the fury of enemies; for by a caſual eruption of an accidental fire, the whole

city almoſt found an unfortunate ſepulchre in its own aſhes; but it ſeems like a

phoenix, it roſe again into new beauty and order out of theſe aſhes and embers,

but did not long continue in this condition ; for in the year of grace I 177, which

was in the time of Henry the ſecond, it was again aſſaulted by the outrage and

fury of this implacable element, the impreſſions and remaining ſignatures of which

conflagration, are obvious to the inſpection of an inquiſitive eye, even until this

day.

In the year 1225, it was by the indulgent bounty of king Henry the third, in

veſted with a wall, and that this fortification might be of more concern, it was

likewiſe ſecured or fenced with a ditch.

In the year 1251, a ſolemn tournament was held at Rocheſter, wherein the Engliſh

entered the liſts againſt thoſe ſtrangers or foreigners, (who having in that age a

great concern in the ear of Henry the third, had likewiſe a ſtrong intereſt in his

heart, and by conſequence a powerful impreſſion or influence upon the public af

fairs of thoſe times) wherein they managed the honor of this nation, with ſo much

courage and gallantry, that they forced them with ſhame and confuſion to retire in

to the city, and as if that were not a ſhelter of ſufficient importance, to ſeek for

their ſecurity in the caſtle.

4 D The
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f The C A S T L E.

- HAT there was in the age before the Norman invaſion, the rudiments, or, if

I may ſo ſay, the embrio of a caſtle repreſented to the world under imper

fect lineaments or dimenſions, here at Rocheſter, is moſt certain ; for the records

of the cathedral inform us, that Egbert king of Kent, in the year 763, gave cer

tain lands to Eardulfe, biſhop of Rocheſter, ſituate within the walls of the caſtle

of that city, which argues that there was ſome trench or fortification, even in thoſe

times, which was in ſtrength by the analogy of proportion equivalent to the for

treſſes of that age, and ſo might merit by reſemblance the name of a caſtle, though

the bulk and grandeur of it was added in times of a more modern extraction ; for

in the time of the conqueſt, I find that the biſhop of Rocheſter received land at

Alresford for land at Rocheſter, proportionate to it to erect a caſtle on, which was

in all probability, only to enlarge the boundaries of the old one, which perad

venture was thought too contemptible in thoſe active times, to ſecure ſo important

a paſs as this of Rocheſter was, without the additional ſupply of ſome new
ſtrength. And that theſe augmentations did acknowledge, if not for their founder

or author, yet at leaſt for their eminent benefactor Odo, biſhop of Bajeux, and

earl of Kent, half brother to the conqueror, is without controverſy ; a man who

was afterwards dignified and adorned with the office of lord chief juſtice of

England, a place of the moſt eminent truſt in that age, and which was often managed

by the kings of England perſonally themſelves, and from the marble ſeat in Weſt

minſter-hall, did deliver their deciſions and determinations of law, from whence in

ancient ſeals and other ſculptures, they are often repreſented to us ſitting in judi

cature upon this marble ſeat, and hence reſult thoſe cuſtomary expreſſions in ori

ginal writs, and other proceſſes, coram nobis, and teſte rege, and ſometimes, me, Ipſo

apud Weſtmon. and ſome other phraſes and terms in our ancient law books of the

ſame complexion, as namely ſuch a one, allocutus ºff nobis ſedentiºus ſupra ſedem

marmoream; which juſtifies that the kings of England did ſometimes perſonally fit

and aſſiſt in judicature, in that court we now call the upper bench, where like a

great orb or globe of light, they diſperſed their beams of mercy and juſtice into all

the parts of our Engliſh horizon, and diſpelled all thoſe grievances, which, like ſo

many fogs or clouds exhaled from corrupted nature, ſeem to eclipſe the ſerenity of

this nation. But I wander too much ; I now return. This accumulation of

offices and dignities, could not ſo engage this abovementioned Odo to the intereſt

of William Rufus, his nephew, but that he firſt enwrapped himſelf in a combination

with ſome of the diſcontented nobility, whoſe endeavours were to raviſh the ſcepter

out of the hand of that prince, and place it in the hand of Robert duke of Nor.

mandy, his eldeſt brother, and afterwards to fortify this deſign, ſtarted out into an

open defection, and ſeized upon his caſtle of Rocheſter ; but William Rufus with

ſo much expedition and courage cruſhed theſe attempts, that they became abortive;

for in the year 1088, he beſieges his uncle Odo in this fortreſs, and preſſes upon

him with ſo much vigor and animoſity, that he forces him to ſurrender at diſcretion,

but though he took not away his life, he did that of his liberty, and ſent him

priſoner to Tunbridge caſtle, not under the notion of biſhop of Bajeux, for that

would have infringed and invaded the franchiſes of the church, but under that of

the earl of Kent.

After this there was, by the mediation and umpirage of Robert Fitz Hamon, and

Henry earl of Warwick, a compoſition made between William Rufus and Gundul

phus biſhop of Rocheſter, the reſult of which was this ; the prince was to confirm

the manor of Hedenham to this ſee, and the biſhop, to balance this conceſſion

with ſomething which had the face of retribution, was to expend ſixty pound, in

fome additions to the caſtle, and accordingly erected the great ſquare tower, a mor

- ſel
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ſel which hath been too hard for the teeth of time, and by the vaſtneſs of the in

ſtant remaining ſkeleton, witneſſes the ſtrength of it to poſterity, when it was in

its primitive grandeur, before the rage of war, and the fury of elements threw it

into this wild diſorder and confuſion ; yet it is even in this ſhattered condition, a

better alphabet to the memory of the biſhop its firſt founder, then his own monu

ment or repoſitory, for that lies interred in forgotten and neglected ruins, but this

ſtill preſerves his name, and is called Gundulphus’s tower.

And being thus improved and fortified, with theſe new acceſſions, it is not to be

wondered at, that this piece was of that ſignal eſtimate, in elder times, that king

Henry the firſt, by the advice of his council, in the year 1126, granted the

cuſtody of this caſtle, and the office of caſtellan, annexed to it, to William the

then preſent archbiſhop of Canterbury, and his ſucceſſors, with free liberty to erect

a tower, that is another fortreſs, equivalent or correſpondent to Gundulph's tower,

which before was erected for the defence of this city and caſtle.

In times ſucceeding to theſe, that is, 12 15, William de Albineto or Albiniaco, in

the Latin of thoſe times, and written D'Albinet, in the uſage of ours, was governor

of this fortreſs, for the factious party of the mutinous barons, who were then in

actual arms againſt king John, but this prince inveſted it with a formal leaguer,

and after the bloody debate of a three months ſiege, forces the abovementioned

D'Albinet to a ſurrender, wherein though the virtue of the opponent was conſider

able, yet it was ruinous to him, and the event hath left us faith enough to believe,

that ſtrength without the concurrence of a loyal principle which may ſupport it, is

like an Egyptian reed, which ordinarily runs into the fingers, and wounds them

which lean upon it. º

In the year after this, the nobility, then combined and in arms againſt king John,

finding that their fºrces were much impaired and diminiſhed by ſeveral unſucceſsful

encounters with that prince, and that they muſt be forced to reſign themſelves up to

thoſe rigorous conditions that he would impoſe upon them, called in Lewis the

Dauphin of France, who landing in the iſle of Thanet, with a conſiderable army,

advanced to Rocheſter, and by the concurrent aſſiſta ice of the barons, who had

united their ſtrength with his, nade ſuch a furious onſet upon this caſtle, that like

a tempeſt which beats down all before it, he carried it by aſſault.

In the year 1264, broke out that fatal conteſt between Simon Montfort earl of

Leiceſter, and Henry the third, the foundation or original of which was this ; that

earl being the great affºrtor of the Engliſh liberty againſt the turbulent eruptions of

foreigners, endeavoured to tear away thoſe ſtrangers, that being placed too near the

royal throne, had obſtructed and forelaid all the avenues and paſſages both to the

Theart and ear of that prince ; and this diſinal claſhing (like the colliſion of two

flints) was productive of ſo waſting and deſtructive a fire, that it had like, not only

to have conſumed the crown and ſcepter, but likewiſe to have caſt the whole king

dom itſelf into a heap of flame and ruins, ſome ſparks of which were darted hither ;

for this earl, about the time above ſpecified, begirt the city and caſtle of Rocheſter,

with a powerful army, and that he might multiply all advantages to himſelf, which

might inforce his deſign, and intercept the ſuccour intended the beſieged, he burned

the bridge, whoſe frame was then made up of wood, and deſtroyed a fortreſs that was

placed upon it, which was compounded of the ſame materials, and having affected

this, he preſſed ſo hard upon the cattle, that he not only pillaged the adjacent church

and abby, but likewiſe ſubdued the outward ward or gate, and had certainly by an

abſolute conqueſt atchieved the whole, had not king Henry arrived moſt opportune

Ty, and by a ſucceſsful encounter wreſted both earl Warren, who had ſo vigorouſly

maintained it, and that likewiſe, from the impreſſions of his fury.

After this, I find little of moment to have been acted at this place, only I find

the caſtle to have been depoſited in the hands of ſeveral eminent perſons, who were

extracted from families, whoſe blood was of as noble a tincture as any in this county,

and theſe held it under the notion of Coſtellani or guardians of it, an office of a very

important concern in elder times. The firſt of which, who was entruſted with it,

was William St. Clere, whoſe ancient ſeat, before his ſucceſſor by the match

of the co-heir of Alqham removed to Ightam, was at Woodland in Kingſ

down, and he died in the tenure of this place, in the forty-eighth year of Henry

the
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the third. After him, I diſcover Robert de Hougham, lord of Hougham by Dover,

to have had the cuſtody of it, and he died inveſted in this office, in the ſecond year

of Edward the firſt, and in the next year after Robert de Septuans, from whom the

Harfleets of Eaſt-Kent are deſcended, had the care and command of it. In times of

a nearer approach to us, I find William Keriel or Criol, was entruſted with the care

and government of it, and was poſſeſſed of this charge at his death, in the firſt year

of Henry the fifth ; after whoſe exit, the cuſtody was committed to Thomas lord

Cobham, and he held it at his deceaſe, which was in the eleventh year of Edward

the fourth. But after this, it began ſo to languiſh away into its own ruins, that it

grew rather an objećt of pity, than of envy, and reſted among the manors of the

crown, until king James, in the ſeventh year of his reign, granted that goodly

ſkeleton of the caſtle, which yet courts the eye of the beholder, to an admiration

of its former ſtrength, with all the ſervices annexed to it, to Sir Anthony Weldon,

of Swanſcamp, whoſe ſon and heir Ralph Weldon of Swanſcamp, Eſquire, is the

inſtant lord of the fee.

There is much land in this county held of this caſtle, whoſe tenure is perfect

caſtleguard; for upon the day prefixed for the diſcharge of the quit-rent, relating to

it, there is a banner diſplaid and hung out (anciently it was over the caſtle wall) and

all thoſe who are tenants to this manor, and are in default by their non appearance,

and do not diſcharge their cuſtomary duties, and ſervices, the penalty impoſed upon

their neglećt, is, that the return of every tide of the adjacent river which finds them

abſent, doubles their ſervice or quit rent. -

The bridge which is almoſt contiguous to the root or baſis, was anciently, when the

frame was of timber, removed to a farther diſtance, and croſſed the ſtream, over

againſt the hoſpital of St. Mary’s, at Stroude. But this was by Simon de Montfort,

when he beſieged Rocheſter, ruined by fire, and although it was re-edified and re

paired not long after, yet ſome twenty years ſubſequent to this misfortune, it was

ſwept away by ice, ſo that it appears the elements entered a corrivalſhip or compe

tition, which ſhould make the moſt ruinous impreſſion, on this unfortunate

{trućture. -

But after this, that is, in the reign of Richard the ſecond, all thoſe abovementioned

diſaſters and inconveniences, which might again have aſſaulted the bridge, were for

the future prevented; for Sir Robert Knolles, a perſon who had improved, and

enhanced his fame, to the higheſt degree of eminence, by his glorious and ſucceſſ.

ful managery of the Engliſh affairs, and intereſt in France, ſeeking to make him.

ſelf as uſeful to his friends, that is, his countrymen, as he was before conſiderable

to his enemies, maſtered the courſe of the river, and ſomewhat near to the caſtle as

in a place more fit, both for the ſolidity and faſtneſs of the ſoil, as likewiſe for the

breaking of the impetuouſneſs of the current, erected the bridge of ſtone which is

now viſible, fixed, and eſtabliſhed on one and twenty arches, and by this vićtory

over the elements, made his triumphs more illuſtrious, than he had done before, by

all the conqueſts of his adverſaries; for in theſe he only ſeemed to have out-gone

all others, but in this, to have out-done himſelf.

Being thus fixed and ſtrengthened, there was a ſtatute enacted in the twenty-firſt

year of Richard the ſecond, wherein there is proviſion made for its future ſecurity,

there being ſeveral parcels of land, which are mentioned in that act, tied and obliged

for its continual maintenance and repair, whenſoever the injuries of time, or thoſe

of the elements, ſhould deface or impair it.

The chapel or chantry in old records, ſtiled the chantry of Rocheſter bridge,

was founded in the year 1399, by John de Cobham, and was dedicated to the holy

trinity, and was called at the firſt inſtitution, All Souls chapel, becauſe prayers

and other orizons, were there to be offered up, for the redemption and health of all

chriſtian ſouls, and likewiſe a ſtipend or exhibition was there ſettled, for the ſupport

and maintenance of three prieſts, or chaplains, particularly, to pray for the ſouls

of John de Cobham, the patron and founder, Sir Robert Knolles, to whom the

bridge owed its primitive eſtabliſhment, William Wangford and Eleanor his wife,

John Fremingham and Alice his wife, William Makenade, and Sir William Rick

hil; and likewiſe for the ſouls of ſome who were deceaſed before the foundation of

this chapel, as namely for the ſoul of John Buckingham, formerly biſhop of

- Lincoln,
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Lincoln, and Sir William Wallworth, the eminent lord mayor of London, to whoſe

virtue and valour, London owes the addition of the dagger, which was an aug

mentation to the arms of the city.

The priory was founded by Ethelbert king of Kent, and dedicated to the honor of

St. Andrew, and ſtored with monks who were to live under the rule of St Benedict,

though afterwards, as Mr. Lambert out of the book of Rocheſter obſerves, they

altered their rule, and conformed themſelves to the canon of St. Auguſtine, biſhop

of Hippo, but were reduced again to the primitive inſtitution of St. Benedict, in

the year 1080, by Gundulphus then biſhop of Rocheſter, in which deſign he was

aided and ſupported by Lanfranc the active archbiſhop of Canterbury. In ages of

an elder inſcription, there were ſeveral conteſts broke forth between the monks of

Chriſt-church in Canterbury, and thoſe of this convent; the firſt ſtruggling to

bring the election of the biſhop of Rocheſter into their chapter, which the laſt,

ſticking cloſe to their own inherent rights and privileges, endeavoured to diſannul,

and wholly to circumſcribe his election within the precincts of their own chapter.

Two preſidents, which repreſent to poſterity the whole ſtate of their controverſy, do

occur in record. The firſt appears in the year 1227, when after the death of Bene

dict, the biſhop of Rocheſter, elected to ſucceed him, Henry Sandford, a man of

exemplary piety, ſo that he was inculpable for his life, and of unfathomed learn

ing, ſo that he was in that age, almoſt unparallelled for his knowledge, which could

not ſtave off the monks of Chriſt church to juſtle the election, pretending that

the paſtoral ſtaff or croſier of Rocheller, de jure ought to have been brought to

their houſe, after the deceaſe of the biſhop, and that the election was to have been

made in their chapter. This occaſioned much heat, for the monks of Rocheſter

vigorouſly aſſerted their own choice, ſo that it was referred to the deciſion of the

archbiſhop, and he again put it over to the umpirage of delegates, who hearing the

arties concerned, and poiſing the allegations produccd by either ſide to ſuſtain the

juſtice of their own cauſe, they by a final determination, declaced the right to

reſide in the monks of Rocheſter. But it ſeems this fire was only allayed, not ex

ti, guiſhed; for in the year 1238, it broke forth again, and the occaſion which

gave fuel to it, was this. The monks of Rocheſter had elected Richard Wendover

for their biſhop, which ſo exaſperated and diſguſted the monks of Chriſt church,

that ſuſpecting their own power, they, more to inforce and multiply their ſtrength,

and evacuate that election, entituled archbiſhop Edmund to their cauſe. But the

monks of Rocheſter diſclaiming, by a tame remiſineſs, either to foment or palliate

their own undoing, appealed to Rome, whereafter the chargeable commencement of

a three years ſuit, the innocency and juſtice of their cauſe was recompenced with

the triumph of the day, upon which they returned home exalted with the joy of

their ſucceſs, and enacted in their chapter, that the annual feaſt of St. Cuthbert, on

which day they atchieved this ſignal conqueſt, ſhould be doubly ſolemnized, both in

their church and in their kitchen. But as they were ſucceſsful in their rencounters

with the archbiſhop, ſo they were very unfortunate in that inteſtine diſcord, which

burſt out between them, and their own biſhop Gilbert Glanville, who not only for

cibly wrung from them their goods and ornaments, writings, and other muniments,

but likewiſe dive ited them of a conſiderable portion of their lands, poſſeſſions, and

privileges, which forced them to appeal to Rome for redreſs ; where they embroiled

themſelves in a tedious law-ſuit, which engaged them to that vaſt expence, that

they were conſtrained to coin the ſilver of Paulinus’ ſhrine into money, to ſupport

them in ſo expenſive and coſtly a conteſt ; and this much embaſed for the future

that eſteem which the world formerly had entertained both of the piety and ſanctity
of the monks of this cloiſter.

But theſe conteſts did not ſo much prejudice or endamage this cloiſter within,

though accompanied with much heat, as the devaſtation occaſioned by the element

of fire without ; for in the year II 30, when Henry the firſt, with a great convention

of the nobility and biſhops was then preſent to ſolemnize the conſecration of St.

Andrew’s cathedral and church, which was then newly finiſhed, a ſudden flame

broke out, whoſe aſſaults upon this convent did much deface and impair the glory

of the ancient fabrick. And as if this impetuous eruption had not been cnough to

diminiſh the beauty of it, there was another fire in the year 1177, which was about

4 E - the
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the latter end of Henry the ſecond, which exerciſed its fury upon it, even to a

total depopulation of this cloiſter; yet after all theſe diſaſters, wherein it is diſpu.

table, whether the rage of men, or that of the elements, were more deſtrućtive, by

the charitable beneficence and piety of that age, it aroſe like a Phoenix, more beauti.

ful and vigorous, even out of its embers and aſhes, and continued in that condition,

until the general diſſolution, in the reign of Henry the eighth, and then that prince,

having ſuppreſſed this convent, and torn off their revenue, upon their ruins he

eſtabliſhed a dean and twelve prebends, and endowed them for their future ſupport

with that demean, which for the principal part of it, as namely, Wouldham,

Halling, Snodland, Trotteſcliff, Denton, Dongfield, Boreſtal, Lidfing, and Stoke,

in the hundreds of Hoo, had been formerly annexed to the abovementioned cloiſter.

The cathedral, with the biſhoprick of Rocheſter united to it, was founded and

eſtabliſhed by that pious monarch Ethelbert king of Kent ; and the firſt biſhop to

whom was entruſted the paſtoral ſtaff or croſier by Auguſtine, the apoſtle of the

Saxons, was juſtus, the abovementioned prince not only aſſenting unto this

election by his preſence, but likewiſe contributing to the ſupport of the perſon ſo

choſen, and his ſucceſſors, by his liberal beneficence. And indeed it is remarkable,

that in all thoſe revolutions and viciſſitudes, which have rolled and varied the fate

of things and affairs, ſince the ſeeds of chriſtianity were ſown ſo plentifully by the

hand of Auguſtine in this iſland, that the chair of this biſhoprick was ſtill fixed at

Rocheſter, whereas many others have in fundry parts of the nation ſuffered divers

tranſlations to other places than that where they at firſt were eſtabliſhed; and the

reaſon is, becauſe by the order of William the conqueror, ſuch biſhops as were

before reſident in towns and villages, were forthwith to tranſplant their ſeat into

walled cities and places of defence, the more to oblige the populacy, not only to

repair thither for the exerciſe of devotion, but likewiſe to augment the commerce

and bulk of thoſe cities, by ſuch numerous aſſemblies ; but in this cominand of his,

Rocheſter could not be intereſted or concerned, that was inveſted with a wall, or

ſomething equivalent to it long before the age of the conqueror. I ſhould now un

fold a catalogue of thoſe biſhops that ſwayed the croſier of this ſee, beginning with

juſtus, and concluding with John Warner the inſtant biſhop of this dioceſe; but

this is ſo obvious, both in Goodwin, and a late manual, ſtiled The help to hiſtory,

that I ſhall only hiſtorically record the moſt eminent of them, and proceed. The

firſt, whom I find to be juſtus, who was tranſlated from this ſee, to that of Canter

bury, a man whoſe integrity of life breathed out a noble perfume when he was

living, and his body, if we may credit the fabulous and ſuperſtitious legend of that

age, no leſs grateful an odour when he was dead, for 'tis reported that his reliques

being to be removed after their interment many years before, caſt forth (not the

ſtench or ſteam of putrefaction) but a ſent ſo odorous and fragrant, that it did not

annoy, but exceedingly delight the noſtrils of thoſe who were preſent; but indeed

this might be poſſible without the concurrence of a miracle, if we confider that

thoſe remains of his might be reſcued from the fate of corruption, by the adjuncts

or circumſtances of nard, balm, ſpicery, and perfume; ſo that the miracle ſeems

to be impoſed by the monks on the laity of that age, only to excite both their de

votion and benevolence.

Paulinus, who was the third biſhop, who ſucceeded him, converted Edwin king

of Northumberland, and Edelburga his queen, to chriſtianity, and ſo juſtly merited

the title of apoſtle of that province, for which he was recorded after his death

in the regiſter of ſaints, and had his body ſo far ennobled, that it was wrapt up in a

ſilver ſhrine. - º

Ithamar, who next ſucceeded him, had his relicks likewiſe enſhrined in after

times by Gundulphus biſhop of Rocheſter, which was not only repaired, but very

much adorned and beautified by biſhop John his ſucceſſor, becauſe (as the book of

Rocheſter intimates) he was redeemed, by touching his relicks, abacerrimo oculorum

dolore, from ſome ſharp diſtillation which did afflićt his eye.

Armoffus was preſent at Pinenden-heath, at the great debate touching ſome lands,

which were unjuſtly raviſhed away from the church.

Gundulphus his ſucceſſor erected the white tower in Rocheſter caſtle; and whereas

he at his firſt inſtallment, found but ſix canons in the convent of St. Andrews, he

ſo
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ſo liberally endowed it, that he left it repleniſhed with threeſcore monks of the

order and rule of St. Benedićt. - -

Tobias, whom I ſhould have mentioned after Ithamar, was (as Harpfield, out of

the records of Rocheſter) a man very dextrous and ſkilful in the tongues, and a

general magazine of all other learning, both divine and human beſide.

Walter de Merton, lord chancellor of England, did not only found the college of

Merton at Oxford, but likewiſe laid the foundation of an imperfect college at

Maldon in Eſſex, which by his death was left unfiniſhed. He was drowned in the

year 1277, and lies buried in his own church at Rocheſter, to which in his life time he

had been a munificent benefactor. In gratitude to whoſe memory Sir Henry Savil, and

the fellows of Merton college erected a magnificent monument, in the year 1599 over

his aſhes, which though it be much empaired both by age, and the injurious af

fronts of thoſe impious times; yet ſhall the name of this great man be the beſt

ſteward to his own duſt; and when his ſepulchre itſelf ſhall lie interred in its own

deplored rubbiſh, this ſhall ſtand unto itſelf an everlaſting tomb and epitaph.

Hamon de Heath was confeſſor to Edward the ſecond, and a liberal benefactor to

this church; he built the houſe at the manor of Halling, which in ſome ancient re

cords is ſtiled his palace. .

joannes de Scapeia, or john de Shepey was lord treaſurer of England three years.

Richard 2 oung was a principal contributor to the reputation of the church at

Frendſbury, and wholly glazed the windows; where not long ſince his pourtraiture

was expoſed to the public view ; a good index, not only to his memory, but like

wiſe to the remembrance of ſo pious a work. - -

john Lowe was born in the county of Worceſter, and was a man in the eſtimate

of Bale, who writ his life, not only of ſignal piety, but likewiſe an exchequer of

all manner of learning.

john Fiſher was a man of vaſt knowledge, which yet was ruinous to him for aſ

ſerting the papal ſupremacy, when it was inveſted in Henry the eighth, by an ačt of

parliament ; he offered up his life on a ſcaffold, as a ſacrifice to that opinion.

Nicholas Ridley was a man of an inculpable life, and of a wide knowledge, who

was ſo irrefragable an affertor of the proteſtant religion, that he gave himſelf up at

Oxford, to the fury of fire and faggot for the teſtimony of what he before had pro

feſſed; and hath by his exemplary life and death, taught the adverſaries of epiſco

pacy this leſſon, that it is poſſible that the ſeed may be pure as well as the ſoil;

that is, the perſons of the men, as well as the office, may be incorrupt.

john Warner is the laſt, who brings up this catalogue, in whom the inſtant title

of this biſhoprick is reſident, a man worthy of better days, yet fit for theſe ; who

for his encouragement of learning in the beſt of times, and his pious ſupport of it

in the worſt, cannot be mentioned without an attribute.

There have in elder times many conteſts and animoſities broke out between the

biſhops of Rocheſter and Worceſter; and the fuel which fomented and ſupplied this

fire of contention, was, that both theſe prelates pretended to the ſupport of the

croſier before the archbiſhop of Canterbury in all proceſſions, and other ačts of

public and ſignal ſolemnity ; but in fine, the croſier or paſtoral ſtaff was fixed or

ſettled in the hand of the prelate of Rocheſter, and hath been by preſcription ever

ſince united as a convićted and inherent privilege to this dioceſe.

Before I wave my diſcourſe concerning this biſhoprick, I muſt inform the reader,

that there are ſome peculiars which are annexed to the deanries of Croydon and

Shorham, and this hath entangled and engiged many in much difficulty to trace out

the laſt wills and teſtaments of thoſe who deceaſed within the confines and precinéts

of the peculiars. To unravel therefore theſe niceties for the future, I ſhall repreſent

a juſt ſcale of thoſe excepted places, out of the original records, of the church of

Rocheſter themſelves, that thoſe which can find no ſatisfaction in the regiſters of

Canterbury, or records of Rocheſter, may yet diſcover what they are in purſuit of

in that office, wherein theſe are enrolled and filed. But before I unwind their

catalogue, I ſhall in brief, wrap up what in former times hath been delivered touch

ing the office of rural deans, by Duaremus and others, who have more copiouſly

dilated themſelves upon this ſubject. 1 his officer was certainly brought into the

church to ſupply the place of thoſe whom antiquity ſtiled the Chore-Lpiſcºpi, who
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were commonly aſſiſtants to the biſhop; for indeed where the dioceſe was of that

vaſt latitude and extent, that the management of ſo great a truſt was diſproportionate

to the diſcharge of one ſingle perſon, it was neceſſary that his care ſhould be ſup

ported by the mutual counſel and concurrent advice of others, whoſe prudence

might improve the affair of the church ; and upon the going out of the above

mentioned office, as being obſolete and antiquated, this of the rural dean came in.

And to him did the biſhop entruſt an inſpection into the lives of the clergy, and

from him did receive an exact account of ſcandal in its whole latitude, and other

vicious exceſſes, which might by an impious connivance have added more black

neſs to the caſſock: he was likewiſe, by delegation from the biſhop, to take cog

niſance of all errors and deviations from that which in that age was reputed ortho

dox doćtrine, that neither the foundation nor ſuperſtructure of religion might be

aſſaulted. And laſtly, where the dioceſe was wide, and of a large territory, it

frequently happened that the probate and adminiſtration of ſundry teſtaments in

divers places, was committed to his care and ſway ; and he was likewiſe entruſted

with a ſeal, with the name of the biſhop, (whoſe office by deputation he was to diſ

charge) and not his own, inſculped upon it; which upon his deceaſe, or relinquiſh

ing this office, was to be ſurrendered up into the hands of the biſhop of the

dioceſe for the time being, that he might diſpoſe of it as he ſhould judge con

venient. Thus much of the rural dean; the peculiars, of which I before promiſed

a catalogue, are as follow.

Ainsford reëtory and vicarage. Heys reëtory.

Bexley vicarage Hever rectory.

Brafted rectory. Hunton rectory.

Chiddingtone rectory. - Igtam reſtory.

Chevening rectory. Mepkam vicarage.

Cliff rectory. | Northfleet vicarage.

Crayford rectory. Orpington and St. Mary Crey rectory.

Darent vicarage. Otford chapel. -

Eaſt-Malling vicarage. Pencehurſt rectory.

Eaſt-i eckham vicarage Sundridge rectory.

Firm gham vicarage Sevenoke rectory and vicarage.

Gillin,ham vicarage. Stanſted chapel.

Graine vicarage. Wrotham rectory and vicarage.

Having done with the church, I ſhall now deſcend to thoſe manors which lie cir

cumſcribed within the precincts and verge of this city. The firſt is Borºſłall, which,

as Textus Roffenſis denotes and ſignifies unto us, was given to the church and monks

of St. Andrews, by Kenulfus king of Mercia, and was, as the records of that

church teſtify, de cibo corum, to ſupport their table with a conſtant ſupply of diet,

and reſted annexed to their demean, until the fatality of the general diffolution

raviſhed it away, and afterwards it was by Henry the eighth, when he eſtabliſhed a

dean and chapter upon the ruins of this abovementioned priory, linked unto that

revenue, which he granted them for their future ſubſiſtence.

The ſecond is Great Delce, which had owners of that firname, as is evident by

Tºfta de Nevill, and other records both of a public and private ſtamp ; but, it ap

pears, was not of any permanent continuance in this name; for before the middle

of Edward the firſt, it was gone from that, and united to the inheritance of Haſ.

pall. Godfrey de Haſpall enjoyed it at his death under the notion of the fourth

part of a knight's fee, as appears by an inquiſition taken in the fifteenth year of

Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 25. The next family in ſucceſſion after this,

which was entituled to the poſſeſſion (as is evident by the original deeds, now in the

hands of Lea) was Molineux, derived from thoſe of Sefton in Lancaſhire, but he

remained ſo inconſiderable a ſpace in the inheritance, that like Cato in the theatre,

he only ſtept into it, that he might go out again ; for about,the beginning of Ed

ward the third, as appears by the teſtimony of an ancient court roli, Benedićt de

Fulſham was inveſted in the patrimony of it in the thirtieth year of Edward the

third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 20, and from him, did it ſtream down in the channel of
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ſucceſſive intereſt, to his deſcendant Richard Fulſham, who likewiſe was in the en

joyment of it at his deceaſe, which was in the fifth year of Henry the fifth, Rot.

Eſc. Num, 17. But after his exit, I find no farther mention of any of this family,

to have been poſſeſſed of this place; for, in the ninth year of Henry the fifth,
Reginald I love died ſeized of it, and tranſmitted it to his ſucceſſor, who held it

until the latter end of Henry the ſixth, and then the revolution of purchaſe,

brought it to be the demean of William Venour, and it was found to be his poſ

ſeſſion at his death, which was in the firſt year of Edward the fourth, Rot. Eſc.

Num. 24. But after his departure, the title was very unſettled and inconſtant 3 for

within the circle of ſome months after, it was by ſale from this name, rolled into

the tenure of Markham, deſcended from the ancient ſtem of the Markhams, of

Nottinghamſhire, where after a very tranſitory abode, it was by the ſame fatality,

carried into the poſſeſſion of Tate ; who about the firſt year of Edward the fourth,

paſſed it away to Sir Richard Lea, lord mayor of London, deſcended from an
ancient family of that name, in the county of Worceſter, and his ſon was ſheriff of

Kent, in the nineteenth year of Edward the fourth, and held his ſhrievalty at his

new acquired manor of Much Delce, and from him by an eVen thread of deſcent,

has the title and propriety been condućted down to Richard Lea, Eſquire, who is

the inſtant proprietor of it.

Horſled borrows its name from Horſa, brother to Hengiſt the founder of the

Saxon kingdom here in Kent, who fell by the ſword of the Britons at Alresford, as

an expiatory ſacrifice, to balance the loſs of Cartigerne, brother to Vortimer,

general of the confederate britiſh forces, who was offered up in that ſignal en

counter, as an holocauſt to the Saxon fury; and there is ſomething, which, even

at this day, lies wrapt up in the name, that introduces us to believe, that Horſa

after his ſlaughter, received the rites of his funeral at this place ; and in our grand

fathers memory, there were the ſcattered remains of diverſe huge maſſy ſtones,

which ſtorms and other impreſſions of time, have now altogether demoliſhed ; and

theſe certainly were, in elder times, compoſed into the figure of a monument, to

ſhroud the aſhes of this Horſa; as thoſe at Cits Cothouſe, above Alresford, were

framed into the ſame proportionate mould, to ſecure the duſt, or at leaſt to point

out to poſterity the memory of Cartigern.

The manor itſelf was enwrapped in the patrimony of the noble and ancient family

of Apulderfield. William de Apulderfield obtained a charter of free-warren to his

lands at Horſted, in the thirty-eighth year of Henry the eighth. In times of a

lower deſcent, I diſcover it in the poſſeſſion of Warren; for John, ſon of Edmund

Warren, held it at his death, which was in the twelfth year of Edward the third.

After Warren had quitted the inheritance, I find the Fulſhams by purchaſe to be

entituled to the fee-ſimple of it; and Benedićt de Fulſham, enjoyed it at his de

ceaſe, which was in the thirtieth year of Edward the third, and paid relief for this

and Much Delce, under the notion of the fourth part of a knight’s fee, at making

the Black Prince knight, in the twentieth year of the aboveſaid prince. After

this family was worn out, it had ſucceſſively the ſame poſſeſſors with Much Delce,

ſo that it came with that manor by purchaſe from Tate, to Sir Richard Lea knight;

and from him is the title by ſucceſſive deſcent, tranſported to Richard Lea, Eſquire,

the preſent poſſeſſor.

Snodherſ is another manor which lies partly ſpread into Chetham, and partly into

the limits of Rocheſter, and was, as high as I can trace any record, a branch of that

demean, which fell under the dominion of Badeleſmer, and though Bartholomew

lord Badeleſmer, had by his perfidious diſloyalty, forfeited it in the reign of Edward

the ſecond, yet was it in the ſecond year of Edward the third, reſtored to his ſon

Bartholomew Badeleſmer, who in the twelfth year of that prince, died without iſſue,

and left it to his brother Giles Badeleſmer, who likewiſe deceaſing without iſſue ;

Sir John Tiptoft, in right of Margery his wife, one of his ſiſters and co-heirs, en

tered upon the inheritance of it; but, before the twentieth of Edward the third,

had alienated it to Benedict de Fulſham, for he in that year, as appears by the book

of Aid, paid reſpective relief for it, at the making the Black Prince, knight.

After Fulſham, were extinguiſhed at this place, it had the fate to own the juriſ
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dićtion and intereſt of thoſe, who were the ſucceſſive proprietors of Much Delce,

iſo that it is now united to the preſent inheritance of Richard Lea, Eſquire.

Little Delce is the laſt manor which is circumſcribed within the precinóts of this

city. It was, in ages of a very high calculation, the poſſeſſion of the noble, il

luſtrious, and ancient family of Sherington, written in old deeds, pipe-rolls, and

other evidences, Serington, and ſometimes Scherington, but moſt frequently Sher

ington; whoſe original and principal ſeat was at Sherington-hall, at Cranworth in

Norfolk, though they had other manors, which bore their name, which anciently

were folded up in their demean, as namely Sherington in the county of Bucking

ham, Sherington in Suſſex, Sherington in the county of Hereford, and Sherington

in Lancaſhire, yet, as I take it, in their poſſeſſion. But to proceed; Odo de Ser

ington, or Sherington, for the names are ſynonyma or coincident, held this manor

in the thirty-firſt year of Henry the firſt, and was entered in the cathedral of

Rocheſter; and when Robert Glover, Somerſet Herald, colle&ted his miſcellany of

church notes, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, there were ſome relicks of his

monument offered up to the ſurvey of a curious and inquiſitive eye, which now the

ſacrilegious barbarity of impious mechanicks, and the injurious hand of time together,

have wholly diſmantled. After Sherington was worn out, I find a family, called

Pugeis, inveſted in the inheritance, and there is mention in the ninth year of Ed

ward the firſt, in Kirkby's Inqueſt (a book kept in the exchequer,) of one Richard

Pugeis who then held it; but before the latter end of Edward the third, this family

deſerted the poſſeſſion, and tranſmitted his concern in it by ſale to Richard Charles,

and he enjoyed it at his deceaſe, which was in the fifth year of Richard the ſecond,

Rot. Eſc. Num, 92. And ſo did Nicholas Charles his ſucceſſor, in the eleventh

year of Richard the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 16, and Robert was his ſon and heir,

who dying without iſſue, it was united to the demean of Richard Ormeſkirk, in

right of Joan, fiſter and heir of the abovementioned Robert; and he in the third

year of Henry the fourth, alienated it to Henry Percy, earl of Northumberland;

and he not long after, paſſed it away to Rickhull, in which family it reſted, until

the ſeventeenth year of Henry the fixth, and then it was by deed conveyed from

William Rickhull, Eſquire, to Thomas Glover, and Henry Hunt, who had then

the cuſtody or guardianſhip of Rocheſter bridge, and to the ſucceſſive wardens of it,

towards the preſervation and reparation of its fabrick for ever; ſo that at this in

ſtant, it is parcel of that revenue, which reſcues this noble ſtructure from decay

and ruin.

Naſhenden next offers itſelf up to our remembrance. In the reign of Edward

the ſecond, I find it entituled to the poſſeſſion of a family called Aſpall, and in

the twentieth year of Edward the third, John Aſpall paid reſpective aid, at making

the Black Prince knight. But before the latter end of Richard the ſecond, this

family had ſurrendered the inheritance of this place to Peckham; the laſt of which

name, which held it, was John Peckham, who (as the records of Rocheſter-bridge

inform me) in the reign of Henry the ſixth, made it part of that demean by ſale,

which was to ſupport, with its income, the fabrick of Rocheſter-bridge, in whoſe

revenue, you may at this inſtant ſtill find it reſident.

ROLVENDEN gives name to the hundred wherein it is placed, and is reſolved

into ſeveral places of eminent conſideration, which do not only call for a ſurvey,

but even exact it. The firſt is Halden, called in records the manor of Lambin,

alias Halden, and the reaſon of this denomination is, becauſe it aſſumed the firſt

part of this name from Lambinus de Langham, who held it under the diſtribution

of a whole knights fee (as the book called Tºfta de Nevil demonſtrates) in the

twentieth year of Henry the third, at the marriage of Iſabell that prince's fiſter, at

which time he accounted ſo for it. After this family was departed from the poſ

feſfion of this place, which was about the beginning of Edward the third, the

Haldens were by purchaſe ſettled in the poſſeſſion, and William de Halden, ſon of

John de Halden, died ſeized of it in the fiftieth year of Fdward the third, Rot.

Eſ. Num. 45, and left it to his ſon John Halden, but he expiring, about the be

ginning of Henry the fourth, in Joan his daughter and heir, ſhe by marrying with

John Guldeford, Eſquire, made it parcel of his patrimony, and from him it dºors,
- y
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by deſcent to Sir Richard Guldeford, who was knighted at Milford-haven by

Henry the ſeventh, and was afterwards one of the privy counſel to that prince. In the

eighth year of his reign, he with courage and prudence oppoſed James lord Audley,

and his Corniſh ſquadrons, in that eruption which they made upon this county, and

in the battle waged near Deptford bridge, between king Henry the ſeventh, and

thoſe rebels, repreſented ſuch ſignal teſtimonies of perſonal magnanimity, that he

was by that prince made a banneret at Blackheath. His ſon Henry Guldeford,

Eſquire, in the firſt year of Henry the eighth, went into Spain, and engaged him

ſelf under Ferdinand and Iſabella, king and queen of Caſtile and Aragon, in

their wars commenced againſt the Moors, and demeaned himſelf with that fidelity

and exemplary reſolution in all conflićts entertained with thoſe barbarous infidels,

that upon the reduction of the province of Granada, the abovementioned prince,

for his ſignal ſervice performed in his and the chriſtian quarrel, added to his paternal

coat as an augmentation, a pomgramete ſlipped upon a canton, being the arms of that

regained province, and likewiſe dignified him with the order of knighthood. In

the fourth year of Henry the eighth, he was again inveſted with the aboveſaid

order by that prince, and in the fifth year of his reign, he commanded one of the

royal navy, called the Regent, in which ſhip he acted things worth the future re

membrance in that ſea-fight, which was waged between the Engliſh and French near

Britain, and in the ſame year (as appears by the original patent bearing date the

twenty-eighth of May) he was made ſtandard-bearer of England, and carried it at

the ſiege of Terwin; his ſon Sir Edward Guldeford, in the fifteenth year of Henry

the eighth, received the order of knighthood, for his ſervice at Tourney, and was

captain of the horſe under the duke of Suffolk, at the ſecond ſiege of Terwin, which

was in the fifteenth year of that prince, and not long after reduced Boghan-caſtle,

taking the advantage of the winter, which had ſealed up the marſhes, which en

vironed it, and made it almoſt inacceſſible in a froſt. In fine, this worthy ſoldier

and patriot dying without iſſue-male, left this manor of Halden to be enjoyed by

Jane his ſole inheritrix, married to John Dudley duke of Northumberland, and he

having unhappily engaged himſelf in that ruinous deſign, which was to diveſt queen

Mary of the royal diadem, and place it on the head of the lady Jane Grey, mar

ried to his ſon Guilford Dudley, was in the firſt year of that queen, for that inſolent

attempt, which proved unſucceſsful, attainted and beheaded; his eſtate here being

confiſcated to the crown, the manor was given by that princeſs to Sir John Baker.

her attorney general, anceſtor to Sir John Baker, knight and baronet, who at this

inſtant enjoys the manor, but the demean of it was granted to Sir Henry Sidney,

whoſe grandchild Robert Earl of Leiceſter, not many years ſince, conveyed it to Sir

Thomas Smith of London, whoſe grandchild Robert Smith Eſquire, lately died poſ.
feſſed of it.

There are twelve Denns which hold of this manor of Lambin, alias Halden, and

at the court-day eleēt twelve officers, called Beadles, to colle&t the quit-rents, which

relate to it. The names of them here enſue, Midfell in Rolvenden, Stallenden in

Rolvenden, Ramſden in Benenden, Weſt Biſhoppenden in Benenden, Folkinden in

Benenden and Sandherſt, Holnherſt in Benenden, Elderherſt in Halden and Tenter.

den, Ilchinden in Woodchurch, Menſden in Tenterden, Strenchden in Tenterden,

Smeeth in Stone, in the Iſle of Oxney, Blackbrooks and Piſenden in Witreſham.

Caſingham is a ſecond place of eſtimate. In ages of a very high aſſent, I find it

had owners of the ſame firname ; for, in Teſta de Nevil, I find that William de

Cafingham held the manor of Caſingham, now corruptly called Keinſham, with Or.

lovingden, another inconfiderable manor annexed to it, in the twentieth year of

Henry the third, and paid reſpective aid for it accordingly, under the notion of the

fourth part of a knights fee, at the marriage of Iſabell that prince's ſiſter. In times

which were immediately ſubſequent to the departure of this family from this place,

that is, in the government of Henry the fourth, I find by an ancient court-roll,

the Moores to have been poſſeſſed of it, and kept it in their inheritance, until the

reign of Henry the eighth, and then it was conveyed to Gibbons of Rolvenden ;

from which family, about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, as appears by the

court-rolls, now in the hands of my learned friend Mr. Kilbourn, it went away to

Hay,
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Hay, or Hays of Suſſex, and in this name it remained until that time which bor

dered upon our fathers remembrance, and then it was alienated to Everden or

Everinden, deſcended from the Everindens of Everinden-houſe in Biddenden, where

they are recorded by the private deeds of that place, to have been reſident many

hundred years, until in the ſecond year of queen Mary, it was paſſed away by laſe

to John Mills, anceſtor to the preſent proprietor. But to proceed, the continuance

of this family at this place, was but brief and tranſitory; for not many years ſince

it went away by ſale from this name to Muns, where the inheritance ſtill continues.

Frºſingham ſometimes written Ferſingham, and vulgarly called Frenſham, is the laſt

place of account in Rolvenden. It had in the twentieth year of Henry the third, as

appears by Teſta de Nevil, a family of that name which was its poſſeilor; for John

de Frefingham or Ferfingham held it then, and paid for it after the rate of the

fourth part of a knight’s fee, at the marriage of Iſabell that prince's ſiſter. And in

this family did it remain until the latter part of Edward the third, and then the

viciſłitude of purchaſe brought it to be the demean of Norwood, and in this name

was it reſident, until the reign of Edward the fourth, and then, as appears by the

old rolls of this manor, it was conveyed to Guldeford, and Sir Henry Guideford,

upon his deceaſe, gave it to his ſecond ſon Sir George Guldeford, from whom it de

ſcended to his grandchild Sir Edward Guldford, who about the beginning of king

James paſſed it away to Mr. Fowle, who bequeathed it to his ſecond ſon Mr. . . . .

Fowle, who ſold it to Sir Edward Hales, knight and baronet, grandfather to Sir

Edward Hales, who poſſeſſes the inſtant ſignory and fee-fimple of it.

Hole in this pariſh was a ſeat which had owners of that firname, for in the year

1340. Henry at Hole demiſes this place by deed to his two ſiſters Honor and

Alice; but for many deſcents laſt paſt, it hath been the patrimony of Gibbons, t who

held land in this pariſh in the year 1326, and was the ſeminary or original ſeed-plot,

whence all of that name and family in Kent primitively ſprouted forth, and though

Sir William Segar did aſſign to Mr. Gibbons of Weſtcliff, a lion rampant between

three eſcollops, and to this Edmund Gibbon, a lion rampant between three ogriſes, as

his coat armor, yet in ancient coloured glaſs at Hole now the inheritance of colonel

Robert Gibbons, the paternal coat of this family is repreſented to have been, or, a

lion rampant ſables, charged with an eſcarbuncle pomettee and flourettee of the firſt, which I

mention that this family now of Hole might receive no prejudice by this miſtake or

inadvertency.

Ferſham in this pariſh, was (as appears by ſome dateleſs deeds) the patrimony of

Sir John de Ferſham. Stephen de Ferſham, this man’s ſucceſſor, in the eleventh

year of Edward the third, found a man at arms for guard of the ſea-coaſts, which

implies he was of eminence in thoſe times; in times of a latter date ; that is, in

the reign of Henry the fourth, I find it poſſeſſed by Guldeford, and remained with

the revenue of that family until the latter end of queen Elizabeth, and then it was

paſſed away to Dike of Suſſex, whoſe deſcendants by their truſtees and commiſſion

ers, not many years ſince conveyed their joint intereſt in it to Mr. Thomas Brom

field of London, merchant.

OLD ROMNEY, in the hundred of Langport, is eminent for two or three

places which lie within the confines of it, which are both of ſpiritual and ſecular con

cern. The firſt is Agne-court and Orgarſwike, not diſtant by any conſiderable dif

ference of ſpace from this town, and which was once a pariſh entirely in itſelf, until,

it is probable, the unhealthful ſituation made the inhabitants vary their ſtation and

diſlodge; which were both given by Offa king of the Mercians, in the year ſeven

hundred eighty and one, to the prior and monks of Chriſt-church, ad faſcua por

corum, ſay the records of that convent, that is, for the feeding or grazing of their

hogs. . And it is poſſible that the foundation of this grant was the profuſe effuſion,

not only of chriſtian, but of innocent blood, which had been ſo prodigally waſted,

to be ſubſervient and miniſterial to the ambitious intereſts and paſſions of the above

mentioned prince, and though peradventure he had endeavoured to waſh off thoſe

crimſon

f Edmund Gibbons was of this family, who founded the free-ſchool at Benenden, and ſettled 3c.
Aer annum for its endowment.
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crimſon ſtains which ſtuck upon his hands, beſmeared with the blood of Ethelbert

king of the Eaſt-Angles, and others, with penitental tears; yet he deemed that an

inſufficient expiation to aſſoil himſelf from his contraćted guilt, unleſs he made his

compunétion more viſible and conſpicuous, by a munificent manifeſtation both of

his piety and charity together.

Bere or Berry-court in Old Romney (for it carried the firſt appellation in very old

evidences) is a manor which hath contračted a reputation from thoſe large quit-rents

and other ſervices which appertain unto it, rather then from the dimenſion and ex

tent of its revenue, which is but narrow and circumſcribed. Nicholas de Bere held

it, in the twentieth year of Henry the third, as appears by an old court roll, which

hath an aſpect upon that time. He was ſon of Richard de Bere, who was one of

the recognitores magne aſſe (an office of a wide circumference of truſt in that age)

in the ſecond year of king John, in the great controverſy which was ſtarted between

Richard de Garwinton, and Theobald de Twitham, concerning land at Ilding in

Kingſton. In the twentieth year of Edward the third, I find that Robert Forneaux,

Robert Atwood, and Thomas Tutwiſe had ſome intereſt in Berry-court, and paid

reſpective aid for it, as the book of Aid informs me, at making the Black Prince

knight; but before the beginning of Richard the ſecond, I find the title wholly

concentered in Belknap ; for Sir Robert Belknap the judge, did not only hold it in

the firſt year, but likewiſe in the tenth of that prince ; at that time being attainted

and baniſhed, by the malevolent concurrence of ſome ambitious lords, whoſe in

fluence like a confederacy of malignant aſpects in the ſtars, combined to ruin him,

this by eſcheat was inveſted in the crown, and was by royal conceſſion (as appears by

the original patent) conveyed in the thirteenth of Richard the third, to John

Brockman. In times of a lower ſtep, that is, in the reign of Henry the eighth, I

find it in the poſſeſſion of John Newland; but whether by purchaſe from Brockman

or not, for want of intelligence, I cannot diſcover. And in this family the pro

priety continued, until the latter end of queen Elizabeth, and then it was conveyed

to George Perkins, from whom almoſt in our memory the ſame mutation brought

it to confeſs the inſtant poſſeſſion of Mr. . . . . . . . Aldridge of Tilers near

Reding. -

RUCKING, in the hundred of Hamme, in ancient records written ROKING,

was, by the piety and charitable munificence of king Offa, in the year ſeven hun

dred and eighty-one, given to the prior and monks of Chriſt-church, and was in

the original donation granted ad paſcua porcorum, for the paſture of their hogs, and

it continued claſped up in their revenue, until the tempeſt of the general diſſolution

aroſe and overtook it ; for, there being a ſurrender of the revenue of this convent,

into the hands of Henry the eighth, in the thirty-third year of his reign, he united

it to the dean and chapter of Chriſt-church, which he ſhortly after eſtabliſhed and

moulded out of their ruins, and here it continued until a late ſtorm aroſe again, and

tore it off. -

Barbodimden is another eminent manor within the boundaries of this pariſh, which

had in ages of a more ancient inſcription proprietors of the ſame denomination.

William de Barbodinden held it at his death, which was in the ninth year of Edward

the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 3, and left it to his ſon and heir John de Barbodinden,

who in the twentieth year of Edward the third, as appears by the Book of Aid,

paid an auxiliary ſupply for it at making the Black Prince knight. After this family

was extinguiſhed, Robert Belknap the judge ſucceeded in the poſſeſſion of it; and

I do not find, that, though the crown upon his attaint, ſeized upon much of his

eſtate, that ever his intereſt here was raviſhed away from him; for he was in poſſeſ.

ſion of this place at his death, which was in the ſecond year of Henry the fourth,

and diſpoſed it by will, to his ſon John Belknap, who about the beginning of Henry

the ſixth, alienates it to Engham, amongſt whoſe demean the propriety of this

manor had not many years dwelt, but the title was by ſale ſupplanted, and caſt into

the poſſeſſion of Sir Matthew Brown, knight, and his ſon Thomas Brown, Eſquire,

in the laſt year of Edward the ſixth, gº it away by ſale to Anthony Lovelace,

4. Eſquire,
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Eſquire, anceſtor to Richard Lovelace, who ſome few years fince, alienated his

entire concern, in it, to the late poſſeſſor Mr. Richard Hulſe, deſcended from the

ancient family of Hulſe, of the borough of Hulſe, lying within Namptwich, in

the county of Cheſter. -

S.

ALTWOOD, in the hundred of Hene, hath an open proſpect into the ocean,

S which flowed up much nearer than now it doth, and imparted its nature to its

name ; for in Latin it is written de Boſco Salſo. The archbiſhops of Canterbury,

had here formerly a magnificent caſtle, which time hath much diſmantled; and a

park well ſtored with deer, now vaniſhed and gone. Many manors in this track,

are held of it by knight’s ſervice, which juſtly made it to be counted and called an

honour. It was granted to the church, in the year 1096, by one Halden, who for

grandeur and opulency, was reckoned one of the princes of England. The value

and extent of it, are more particularly ſet forth, in the records of the church of

Canterbury, in the conqueror's time, and they ſpeak thus ; in Limwarled in hundred.

de Hedº, habet Hugo de Montfort de terra manacho ‘nºn, I. m titºrium Saltwode ae Archi

epiſcopo, & Comes Godºyinus tenuit illud, & tute ſe defend bat pro VII Sullings (That

was Godwin earl of Kent, who by a poſſeſſory right, held many towns along this

coaſt) & nunc ſunt V. Et tamen non ſcottent, n'ſ pro III. Et in Bugo de Hede ſuit CC.

& XXV. Purgenſes, qui pertinent buie maſterio, de quilus non kalet Hugo nift III.

forisſatia (for it lies in the franchiſe of the five ports, and the king was to have their

>

ſervice) & eſt appretiatum XXVIII.ib. & IV. This was Hugh Montfort, who was

one of thoſe powerful men, which entered England with Willian the Conqueror.

In the time of king Henry the ſecond, Henry de Eſſex, baron of Ralegh in that

county, lord warden of the cinque-ports (pro tempore) and the king's ſtandard-bearer

in right of inheritance, held this caſtle of the archbiſhop, who having in a light

ſkirmiſh againſt the Welſh in Flintſhire, not only caſt away his courage, but his

ftandard alſo ; was appealed of high treaſon, and in a legal duel or combat, van

quiſhed by his challenger, and being poſſeſſed with regret and ſhape, contracted

from this defeat, ſhrouded himſelf in a cloiſter, and put on a monk’s cowl, for

feiting a good patrimony and livelihood, which eſcheated to king Henry the ſecond.

But Thomas Becket acquainting the king, that this manor belonged to his church

and ſee, that prince being beyond the ſeas, direéted a writ to king Henry his ſon

(the draught of which is repreſented to us by Matthew Paris, whither I refer the

reader) for reſtitution; but in regard of new emergent conteſts, between king

Henry the ſecond, and that inſolent prelate, it was not reſtored unto the church

until the time of Richard the ſecond. -

The caſtle was magnificently enlarged and repaired by William Courtney, arch

biſhop of Canterbury, in the time of Richard the ſecond, as his will doth declare,

and his arms in ſtone-work eminently demonſtrate, and remained, after his deceaſe,

annexed to the archiepiſcopal revenue, until Thomas Cranmer, in the twenty-ninth

of Henry the eighth, exchanged it with that prince. And his ſon, king Edward the

fixth, granted it to John Earl of Warwick, and Joan his wife in the firſt year of his

reign, but ſuddenly afterwards it ſeems it was either reaſſumed or exchanged with

the crown, for the ſame prince in the fourth year of his reign, granted it to Edward

lord Clinton, and by a more ample conceſſion confirmed this manor and the bayli

wick of Hithe to him in the ſeventh year of his reign, and he not long after con

veyed Saltwood to Mr. Thomas Broadnex, whoſe family was of good repute and

anciently poſſeſſed of a ſpreading revenue about Burmerſh and St. Mary's in Romney

Marſh, and he being tranſplanted to Godmerſham paſſed this manor away to Knatch

bull, who in the eighteenth year of queen Elizabeth, alienated it to Criſpe, and he

again inveſted it by ſale in Knatchbull; for Mr. Reginald Knatchbull, in the thirty

firſt year of queen Elizabeth, ſold it to William Gibbons, from whom the ſame

- * .- fate
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fate, in the thirty-third year of that queen carried it off to Mr. Norton Knatchbull,

and he in the thirty-ſeventh of her rule diſpoſed of his intereſt in it by ſale to Robert

Cranmer, Eſquire, by whoſe daughter and heir, Ann Cranmer, it devolved to Sir

Arthur Harris of Crixey in Eſſex, whoſe ſon Sir Cranmer Harris, not many years

ſince, alienated it to Sir William Boteler, father to Sir Oliver Boteler, baronet, the

inſtant lord of the fee.

There is an old vaſt manſion-houſe of ſtone, at Brochull in this pariſh, on the ſidc

of a ſteep hill, which was the ſeat and ancient reſidence of a family as eminent for

antiquity, as any in this track, and extracted their ſirname from hence, and were

called Brochull, who flouriſhed here in knight's degree, and in ſome parliaments in

the time of Edward the third, and Edward the fourth, ſat there as knights of the

ſhire. Margaret the wife of William, builded, or cauſed to be built, an iſle on

the north fide the pariſh church You may gueſs at the time by the rudeneſs of the

words, which are here tranſcribed out of the eaſt window, where they ſtand en

groſſed, in an antiquated character: Margareta La Famma Gillam de Brockhilla fia

Fera ſata Shapella. . . -

From hence branched forth the Brockhills, or Brockhulls (for anciently they

were written ſo, both ways) both of Cale hill, and Aldington Septuans in Thurn

ham; but the male line failing here in Thomas Brockhull, Elizabeth his ſole

daughter and heir, brought it to be poſſeſſed by Richard Selling, in which family,

after the intereſt of it ſtayed until almoſt our fathers remembrance, it was by the

ſame devolution, carried off to acknowledge the propriety of Tournay.

SANDHURST, in the hundred of Selbrittenden, was, with much other land,

granted by king Offa, in the year,791, to Chriſt-church in Canterbury. But

Betherinden was always of temporal intereſt ; for it afforded both ſeat and ſirname,

to a family of this denomination, and John de Bethrinden, died ſeized of it, in the

year of Edward the third ; but not long after did it reſide in this family ;

for this name expired in a female inheritrix, who was married to Finch, who united

this ſeat to his demean ; and here it lay until the beginning of queen Elizabeth,

and it was rent off by ſale, and placed in Pelham ; and from this name a mutation

of the ſame circumſtance took it away; and, in our fathers remembrance, an

nexed it to the inheritance of Fowl, and remains ſtill with the deſcendants of .

that family.

Aldrinden is a third place of account in Sandhurſt, had owners of that firname of

whom Roger de Aldrinden, as the private deeds of this place do inform me, was the

haft in the male deſcent, who left it to his daughter and heir Chriſtian Aldrinden ;

and ſhe in the twenty-ſecond year of Edward the third, paſſed it away to John Sell

brittenden; who not long after alienated it to Thomas Bourne, and he held it as

appears by an old court-roll, in the firſt year of Richard the ſecond; and from

him did it by the chain of deſcent, paſs along, until it arrived at John Bourn,

who dying in the fourth year of Edward the fourth, ſettled it by will, on Joan his

female inheritrix, married to Thomas Allard, and by this alliance did it deſcend

to his ſon Henry Allard, who had iſſue John Allard, who alienated his right in it

by ſale to John Twiſden gentleman, in the thirtieth year of Henry the eighth 3

from whom it came down to his ſucceſſor Mr. William Twiſden ; who about the

beginning of king James, ſold it to Thomas Downton, Eſquire, father of Richard

Downton of Iſtleworth, Eſquire, juſtice of the peace for the county of Middleſex,

now proprietor of it. -

Combden is another manor in this pariſh, which was anciently poſſeſſed by Fulk

de Ballard ; that Fulk, who, as appears by the book called Teſta de Nevil, in the

exchequer, paid a reſpective ſupply for land in Sandhurſt, at the marriage of Iſabell

fiſter to king Henry the third, in the twentieth year of that prince ; but not long

did the propriety of this place reſt in this family ; for in the reign of Richard the

ſecond, I find it in the poſſeſſion of the Whitfields, an ancient family, deſcended

from Whitfield in Northumberland, of which ſtock was Sir Ithan de Whitfield,

who
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who in behalf of the barons, then knit together in an hoſtile confederacy againſt

their prince, (as an old French manuſcript informs, me), tué Borough-bridge 15.

Edwardi ſecundi, il eſt oit contre le Roy, defend Borough-bridge againſt Edward the

ſecond. And ever ſince the government of that prince abovementioned, was this

place conſtantly faſtened by the thread of many deſcents to the patrimony, though

not of this family, yet of this name, until Sir Ralph Whitefild deceaſing not many

years ſince, bequeathed it by will to his daughter Mrs. Dorothy Whitefild, who hath

now brought it by marriage to be the poſſeſſion of John Fotherly, Eſquire.

Here is a place in this pariſh, which, however it be under a cloudy and obſcure

character, was in ages of a higher gradation, the inheritance of the noble family of

Twiſden; and certainly here they lived, when they writ, de Denna Fračia, and from

them it hath borrowed the title of Twiſden-ſtreet or Borough, which it retains to

this day. Indeed Twiſden, in the original Saxon, imports no more but the broken

vally, or the vale diſtinguiſhed into two pieces.

SHADOCKHERST, in the hundreds of Blackborn, Chart, Longbridge and

Ham, was the inheritance of a family called Forſtall, and ſometimes written at

Forſtall, which were of no contemptible extraction in this county; for in ſeveral

ancient deeds, I find John at Forſtall, and Richard at Forſtall to be witneſſes, and

it is probable they were poſſeſſors of this manor, though the private deeds reach out

to our view, no higher diſcovery than the reign of Henry the fifth : for in the third

year of that prince's reign, Joan Forſtall paſſes it away by deed to Stokys, vulgarly

called Stokes, and in that family was the intereſt of it many years claſped up, until

at laſt the ordinary viciſſitude of purchaſe brought it to be the demean of Randolph,

who had an eſtate likewiſe about Burham near Maidſtone. And from this name,

about the beginning of king Edward the ſixth, it went away by ſale to Sir John

Taylor, who in the twenty fifth year of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away to John

Taylor, Eſquire, anceſtor to Thomas Taylor, Eſquire, who is now inveſted in the

poſſeſſion of it, and from whom I confeſs I have received my intelligence concern

ing thoſe who were the former proprietors of it.

Criols-court in this pariſh, was one of thoſe ſeats which related to the patrimony

of Bertram de Crioll, and he died ſeized of it, in the twenty-third year of Edward

the firſt, and left it to his ſon John de Crioll, who deceaſing about the beginning

of Edward the third without iſſue, it devolved to Joan his ſiſter and heir, who was

married to Sir Richard de Rokeſley; but he likewiſe determined in Agnes Rokeſley,

who was one of his two female co-heirs, and ſhe by marrying with Thomas de

Poynings entituled that family to the poſſeſſion of that wide eſtate, which devolved

to her in right of her mother, and from him did it deſcend to his ſucceſſor Sir Ed

ward Poynings, ſon of Robert Poynings, a man very eminent in the government of

Henry the ſeventh. For this Sir Edward, in the firſt year of his rule, immediately

after he had triumphed over Richard the third in Boſworth-field, was choſen one of

his privy council to manage the public intereſt of the nation. Afterwards he moſt

vigorouſly oppoſed James lord Audley, and his Corniſh ſquadrons, being then in

defečtion to Henry the ſeventh, in the tenth year of his reign. And this Sir Edward

held it at his death, which was in the twelfth year of Henry the eighth, though his

office was not found until the fourteenth year of that prince, and then it being diſ

covered that the whole ſtock and lineage of this family were extinguiſhed, and that

there were none who were legally begotten (for Sir Thomas Poynings was his natural

ſon) that either in a direct or collateral line, could pretend a title to his eſtate, it

eſcheated to the crown. And Henry the eighth afterwards paſſed it away by grant

to William Taylor, whoſe ſucceſſor Mr. Thomas Taylor paſſed it away to George

Taylor, and he had iſſue Mr. John Taylor, who concluding in Anne his ſole daugh

ter and heir, ſhe by marrying with Whitfield, annexed it to the demean of that name,

from whom again, not many years ſince, it came over by ſale to More, who very

lately hath alienated it to Thomas Taylor, Eſquire.

Mincing-court, vulgarly ſo called, but originally, and in old records ſtiled Minikens

court, is likewiſe circumſcribed within the verge of Shadockherſt. It was parcel
of
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of that income which did ſupport in elder times the hoſpital of St. Jacobs in

Tanington by Canterbury, which was founded to be a receptacle of leprous

women, and confirmed by Hubert archbiſhop of Canterbury, about the beginning

of king John; and to this convent did it relate, until the reign of king Edward

the fixth, and then though it had not been torn off from the revenue of the above

ſaid hoſpital, by the violent hand of Henry the eighth ; yet it was alienated by

that prince, and in the ſecond year of his rule it was granted to Robert Tatteſhall,

Eſquire, to hold of his manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, tantum per fidelitatem ſervitii,

and from him immediately after it came over by purchaſe to Sir Edward Wotton.

And when cardinal Poole viſited Kent, in the year 1557, he was found inveſted in

it, and from him did it by paternal delegation devolve to his ſucceſſor Edward lord

Wotton, who ſettled it upon his eldeſt daughter Katherine, upon her marriage with

Edward lord Stanhop, ſon and heir to Philip earl of Cheſterfield, and this lady not

iong ſince hath alienated her intereſt in it to Mr. Thomas Harfleet of Canterbury.

STALESFIELD, in the hundred of Feverſham, was a limb of that vaſt re

venue which fell under the juriſdićtion and ſignory of the knights templers, and is

regiſtered under that notion, in that book kept in the exchequer, ſtiled Liber de

Terris Templariorum. And in Mr. Robert Glover's church notes of Kent, there is in

this church repreſented the portraiture of a chevalier mailed in armour, whoſe face

is only viſible, and that pourtrayed with a long beard, which induces me to believe,

that it was the effigies of ſome eminent perſon of this order; for in all the ſculpture

and imagery of the knights templers, both ancient and modern, they are ſtill delivered

to poſterity under that repreſentation. And Peter Auger falling under the cenſure

of a knight templer, in the fourth year of Edward the ſecond, though valet to that

prince, becauſe he nouriſhed a long and diffuſed beard, was abſolved and diſcharged

by his maſter, by ſatisfying the publick, that though he wore a long beard, he was

no knight templer. But to advance in my ſurvey; after that fatal tempeſt, which

was conjured up by the magick of the court of Rome, and its emiſſaries, had, in

the ſecond year of Edward the ſecond, ſhook this order into a total diſſolution,

this manor which lay claſped up in their revenue, was united by royal conceſſion

to the demean of the knights of St. John of Jeruſalem, and there it dwelt, until

the general ſuppreſſion, in the reign of Henry the eighth, diſlodged it, and threw

it into the poſſeſſion of the crown, where it lay involved, until king Edward the

fixth, in the fourth year of his government, by grant planted the propriety in Sir

Anthony Aucher, who was afterwards ſlain bravely diſputing the intereſt of the

Engliſh nation at Calais, againſt the aſſaults of the French : and his ſucceſſor,

about the beginning of king James, alienated it to Salter, from whom it is now

come down to Sir Nicholas Salter, who is entitled to the inſtant fee-ſimple of it.

Darbies-court in this pariſh gave ſeat and firname to a family, which was known

to the world by no other denomination, and certainly was a family of generous ac

count in this track; for in very ancient regiſters and rolls of Kentiſh gentry, I

find this coat to be borne by this name, videlicet, Party per chevron embattelled, or

and azure, three eagles counterchanged. And of this family was John Darby, Eſquire,

who was ſheriff of London, in the year 1445, and built the ſouth iſle of St. Dionis

Back-church, near Lime-ſtreet, where the windows repreſent to our view the above

mentioned coat, as the beſt index to the memory of ſo munificent a benefactor; but

to proceed, before the beginning of Henry the fourth, the proprietor of this

manſion was by ſale conveyed from Darby to St. Leger, where its abode was of as

brief a continuance; for the male line failing in Thomas St. Leger, Eſquire, who

bought it, by Joan his daughter and co-heir married to Henry Aucher, Eſquire,

it came over to be the inheritance of that family, and in their revenue was conſtantly

fixed, until the age and remembrance of our grandfathers, and then it was alienated

to Sir Michael Sonds of Eaſtry, from whom by hereditary right it devolved to Sir

Richard Sonds of Throuley, who in his life-time paſſed it away to his ſon and heir

Sir George Sonds, now of Leeze-court in Shelvich, knight of the bath, to whom

the poſſeſſion of this manor at this inſtant is entituled.

4 H STAM
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STAMFORD, in the hundred of Folkſtone, is in it ſelf a ſmall obſcure village,

but made eminent by containing within the limits of it, Oſtenhanger, a ſeat of as

much account and eminence, as any in the county. The demean which related to

it, was divided between the two noble families of Crioll and Auberville. Bertram

de Crioll, was ſheriff of Kent, in the twenty-ſeventh year of Henry the third, and

is written in the pipe-roll of that year, of Weſtenhanger, a name co-incident with

the other. Sir William de Auberville lived at the Borough of Weſtenhanger,

when he founded the abby of Weſt-Langdon, in the time of Richard the firſt; he

had Hugh de Auberville, who likewiſe (as appears by the Leger book of that con

vent, being a liberal benefactor to that cloiſter) was his ſon and heir, and he had

iſſue Sir William de Auberville, in whom the male line determined, and he had

only a female inheritrix, married to Nicholas de Crioll, whether of a younger

houſe, or elſe a younger ſon to Bertram de Crioli abovementioned, I cannot diſ

cover. Bertram de Crioll, had iſſue Bertram de Crioll, who died poſſeſſed of a

great portion of Oſtenhanger, in the twenty-third year of Edward the firſt, as

appears, Rot. Eſc. Num. 48, and left it to Joan his daughter, married to Sir Richard

de Rokeſley, who upon the deceaſe of her only brother John de Crioll, without

iſſue, became his ſole heir. This Sir Richard de Rokeſley, was one of thoſe eminent

Kentiſh gentlemen, that accompanied king Edward the firſt into Scotland, and for

his ſignal ſervice performed at the ſiege of Carlaverock, was made a banneret by

that prince ; but he likewiſe expired in two daughters and co-heirs; Agnes one of

them, was married to Thomas de Poynings; and Joan the other, was married to

Walter de Pateſhull.” Upon the partition of the eſtate, Rokeſley's intereſt in

Weſtenhanger wholly accrued to Poynings, and he had iſſue Nicholas de Poynings,

who was ſummoned to ſit in parliament as baron, the thirty-third year of Edward

the third ; Michael Poynings, who was likewiſe ſummoned to ſit in parliament as

baron, the forty-ſecond year of that prince ; and thirdly Lucas de Poynings, who

in the year aboveſaid, was honoured with the ſame ſummons. Upon the diviſion

of the eſtate, Weſtenhanger was annexed to the demean of Michael de Poynings,

and he had iſſue Thomas de Poynings, who was ſummoned to ſit in parliament as

baronet, in the fixth of year Henry the fourth ; his ſon and heir was Robert Poy

nings, who in the twelfth year of Henry the ſixth, with John Perry, were deſigned

by authority, to take the ſubſcriptions of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen who were ſum

moned in, to renounce the title of the houſe of York, which it ſeems was then in

ſecret agitation, to be ſet up againſt the houſe of Lancaſter; and this Robert was

oftentimes ſummoned to fit in parliament as baron in the reign of that prince. The

laſt time I find him ſummoned, was in the twenty-third year of his government, and

his ſon and heir was Robert Poynings, who was likewiſe ſummoned to fit in par

liament as baron, in the reign of the abovementioned monarch, and deceaſed the

eighth year of Edward the fourth, and left his eſtate here to that worthy perſon his

ſon and heir Sir Edward Poynings, of whom more hereafter. I ſhall now diſcover,

how that diviſion of Oſtenhanger, which devolved to Nicholas de Crioll, by the

heir of Auberville, was paſſed away. Nicholas de Crioll had iſſue John de Crioll,

who in the nineteenth year of Edward the third, obtained a licence, to found a

chantry in the chapel of St. John's, in Oſtenhanger, and endow it with one meſſuage,

forty-five acres of glebe, and ſix acres of paſture ſituated in Limn, as appears,

Prima parte pat. de anno 19. Edwardi tertii memb. 4. And before, in the ſeventeenth

year of that prince, was permitted by grant from the crown, to embattle, and make

loop-holes in his manſion-houſe at Oſtenhanger, as is manifeſt, ſecunda parte pat. de

anno 17. Edwardi tertii memb, 34. And he left it ſecured and inveſted, with theſe

new acquired franchiſes, to his ſon Sir Nicholas de Crioll, and he died ſeized of it

in the third year of Richard the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 40, and from him did it

ſucceſſively devolve to Sir Thomas Keriell or Crioll, who was ſlain at the ſecond

battle of St. Albans, in the thirty-eighth of Henry the ſixth, whilſt he aſſerted

the quarrel of the houſe of York, and dying without iſſue-male, Thomas Fogge,

Eſquire, in his wife’s right, who was one of his daughters and co-heirs, enteredQ c 2

vpon his eſtate here at Oſtenhanger, and about the latter end of Edward the fourth,

paſſed it away to his eldeſt brother Sir John Fogge of Repton, who died poſſeſſed

- of

* Sec Rot. pipac de anno 17. Edw. 2.
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of it, in the ſeventeenth year of Henry the ſeventh, and bequeathed it by teſtament

to his ſon and heir Sir John Fogge, who about the beginning of Henry the eighth,

demiſed his concern here to Sir Edward Poynings; which Edward Poynings was

one of the privy council to Henry the ſeventh, and lived here, when he ſo vigor

ouſly in the tenth year of that prince, oppoſed the proceedings of James lord

Audley, who was afterwards defeated at Black-heath, and likewiſe was lord deputy

of Ireland, and knight of the garter, and by his influence on that nation, was that

eminent ſtatute enaćted, which ever fince hath been adopted into his family, and

called Poynings. Law. He was likewiſe at the ſiege of Terwin, with Henry the

eighth, and was there for his eminent ſervice created knight banneret, and governor

of that town. He died in the twelfth year of king Henry the eighth, and was

found after a ſerious inquiſition taken after his death, in the fourteenth year of

that prince, to have neither any iſſue lawfully begotten, nor any collateral alliance,

that could by any remote affinity entitle themſelves to his eſtate, and ſo by eſcheat

it became inveſted in the crown; but king Henry the eighth, out of his indulgent

bounty, by royal conceſſion, made it the inheritance of his natural ſon Thomas

Poynings, who was a perſon of excellent and elegant compoſure, and eminent merit,

and was made knight of the bath, at the coronation of queen Anne, in the twenty

fourth of that prince's reign, and afterwards having repreſented to the world ſignal

demonſtrations in a public jouſt or tournament, of a remarkable ſtrength and

courage, was in the thirty-ſixth year of Henry the eighth, called to fit in par.

liament, as baron Poynings of Oſtenhanger; but in the thirty-ſeventh of that

prince's reign, deceaſed without iſſue, upon whoſe exit this manor reverts to the

crown, and there lay couched, until the firſt year of Edward the fixth, and

then it was granted to John Dudley, earl of Warwick, afterwards duke of Northum

berland; upon whoſe attainder, in the firſt year of queen Mary, it became again

parcel of the royal patrimony; and afterwards queen Elizabeth, about the beginning

of her reign, paſſed it away by grant to her kinſman Sir Thomas Sackville, and he

not long after, alienated it by ſale to Thomas Smith, Eſquire, vulgarly called.

Cuſtomer Smith, who much enhanced the beauty of the fabrick, which had been

empaired and defaced with fire, with magnificent additions, from whom it is now

tranſmitted by paternal deſcent to his great grandchild, the right honourable Philip

Smith viſcount Strangford, who hath made it his principal reſidence,

The manor of Heyton, lies likewiſe in Stamford, which was anciently poſſeſſed by

a family of deep antiquity, which was known to the world by that firmame, and bore

for their cogniſance in ancient armorials, gules three piles argent. , Alanus de Heyton,

called in ſome old records Alanus Vicecomes, becauſe he was joined as an aſſiſtant

to Ralph de Picot, ſheriff of Kent, in the execution of his office, in the third,

fourth and fifth years of Henry the ſecond, held a whole knight’s fee of Gilbert

de Magninot, in the government of that prince, but deceaſed without iſſue; ſo that

Elveva his ſiſter married to Deringus de Morinis ſon of Norman de Morinis, be

came his heir, from whom the manor of Heyton deſcended to his ſon Deringus de

Morinis, who ſtill writ himſelf in his dateleſs deeds, Dominus de Heyton, and ſo

did + Richard Fitz-Dering his grandchild, who died poſſeſſed of it, in the forty

ſecond year of king Henry the third, and left it to his ſon Peter Dering, who like

wife held this manor almoſt all the reign of Edward the firſt, and from him did it

deſcend to his ſon and heir Richard Dering, who was brother to Sir Robert Dering,

who was one of the knights of St. John of Jeruſalem; and this Richard, about

the eighth year of Edward the ſecond, paſſed it away to William Scot of Smeth,

from whom by an uninterrupted and unbroken clew of many generations, was the

poſſeſſion carried down to thoſe Scots, who were proprietors of it in that age, wherein

our grandfathers flouriſhed, and then it was demiſed by ſale to Smith, which family

it ſtill confeſſes for poſſeſſors.

STANSTED, in the hundred of Wrotham, repreſents to our remembrance an an

cient family called Grapinell, who were once owners of this place, and flouriſhed here

under

# It is probable this was the Richard Fitz Dering, who was with Richard the firſt, at the ſiege of Acoa.
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under the ſcepter of Henry the third, and Edward the firſt; but going out in

daughters and co-heirs, Margeria one of them, by marrying with William de Inge,

who was a judge, in the reign of Edward the ſecond, united this manor to the in

heritance of this family, and he died ſeized of it, in the fifteenth year of Edward

the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num, 42, and left it to his only daughter and heir, in an old

pedigree called Iſolda, but more truly Joan ; for in the inquiſition taken after the

death of Eudo la Zouch, to whom ſhe married, which was in the twentieth year of

Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 31, it is found that he held this manor in right

of his wife Joan, ſole heir of William de Inge. And from this Eudo did Thomas

la Zouch baron of Haringworth deſcend, who died poſſeſſed of it, in the ſixth year

of Henry the fourth, Rot. Eſc. Num. 17, and ſo did his ſon Henry lord Zouch,

who was the laſt of this name who was poſſeſſed of this place at his deceaſe, which

was in the twenty-ſixth of Henry the ſixth. After the Zouches the Colepepers were

by purchaſe from them entituled to the poſſeſſion, and Richard Colepeper was

found to hold it at his death, which was in the ſecond year of Richard the third,

and from this family, about the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, it paſſed away to

Thomas Leigh, whoſe ſon John Leigh gave it to his natural ſon Richard Leigh, in

the year 1575, and he not long after alienated it to Bing of Wrotham, from which

family it is very lately carried away to William James of Ightam, Eſquire, one of

the juſtices of the peace of this county, a perſon who for his affection to learning.

and antiquity, cannot be mentioned without an attribute.

Soranks in this pariſh, was the ſeat of a family, which borrowed its ſirname from .

hence, and had the repute of a manor, in the reign of Edward the third. For

Roger de Sorancks held this manor (as is evident by the Book of Aid kept in the

exchequer) in the twentieth year of Edward the third, by knight's ſervice of the

archbiſhop of Canterbury. But after the reign of that prince, it was not very

conſtant to the intereſt of this name; for about the beginning of Richard the ſecond,

I find it in the poſſeſſion of Thomas Mortimer, lord of the manor of Mortimers in

Cowling, and he in the twentieth year of the aboveſaid monarch, paſſed it away to

William Skrene, and when this name was worn out at this place, the family of .

Wood was ingrafted in the poſſeſſion, and reſted there until the latter end of Henry

the ſeventh, and then it was by Thomas Wood paſſed away to Robert Barefoot, in

which family the title was as tranſient; for Thomas Barefoot, this man's ſon, in the

third and fourth of Philip and Mary, alienated it to Henry Fanſhaw, who almoſt

in our fathers remembrance conveyed the fee-ſimple unto Launce.

Stanfted had the grant of a fair obtained by William de Inge the judge, in the

ninth year of Edward the ſecond, to be held yearly, for the ſpace of three days,

at the aſſumption of the Virgin Mary, as appears. Cart. 9. Edwardi fecundi

Num. 40. -

STAPLEHERST, in the hundred of Twyford, was, as appears by ancient deeds

and inquiſitions, as to ſome part of it, folded up in the large patrimony of Fre

mingham, whoſe capital reſidence was at Fremingham, or Farningham, where I

have treated more largely of them; but when the male line of this family determined

in John de Fremingham, Joan his only fiſter married to John Iſley, Eſquire, ſon of

Iſley was found to be his heir, in the ſecond year of Henry the fourth, and in her

right Roger Iſley, ſon and heir of this John, entered upon it, and from him the land

here, by a ſucceſſive thread of deſcent, was wafted down to the noble, but unfor

tunate Sir Henry Iſley, of whom more preſently; but another parcel of this manor

did acknowlege the ſignory of Pimpe of Nettleſted, and William Pimpe died poſ.

ſeſſed of it, in the year of our Lord 1375, as part of his knight's fee called Pimps, and

in his line did the title flow conſtantly along, until it devolved to Reginald Pimp, Eſq.

who about the twelfth year of Henry the the ſeventh, demiſed it by private deed to

John Iſley, Eſquire, from whom it came down to his grandchild Sir Henry Iſley,

who being entangled too fatally in the ruinous deſign of Sir Thomas Wiat, was in

the

i



K E N T Surveyed and Illuſtrated. 305

the ſecond year of queen Mary attainted, and his intereſt in this manor confiſcated

to the crown, which was granted out of it again, that ſame year, to Sir John

Baker, anceſtor to Sir John Baker, baronet, who is ſtill entituled to the property

which Iſley had formerly in this place.

Boxley Abby was formerly concerned in ſome demeaſhe, likewiſe, here at Stapleherſt,

as appears by an inquiſition taken in the third year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſt.

Num. 134. which upon the ſuppreſſion of that abby, it was, with the manor at

Boxley, relating to that convent, by Henry the eighth, granted to Sir Thomas

Wiat, who being attainted, in the ſecond year of queen Mary, it eſcheated to the

crown, and then it was by that princeſs, the ſame year, granted to her attorney

general Sir John Baker, whoſe ſucceſſor, Sir John Baker of Siſingherſt now enjoys

it, as couched in his manor of Stapleherſt.

Newſted is a manor in this pariſh, which was annexed to the free chapel erected

at this place, by Hamon de Crevequer, and inveſted with ample privileges, which

donation of his, and all the franchiſes united to it, was confirmed (as appears by the

firſt book of compoſition kept in the regiſter's office at Rocheſter) in the forty-firſt

year of Edward the third : But when the ſtatute, in the firſt year of Edward the

fixth, had overturned all chantries, this manor was ſwallowed up in the revenue of

the crown, and then the aboveſaid prince, by his royal conceſſion, planted it in

the patrimony of Sir Edward Wotton, anceſtor to Thomas lord Wotton, of Bough

ton Malherbe, who ſettled it in marriage on Katharine Wotton, his eldeſt daughter

and co-heir, eſpouſed to Henry lord Stanhop, and ſhe, by her feoffees in truſt, hath

demiſed the fee-fimple to Mr. Robert Oliver, of Leybourn:

Loveberſt is another manor in this pariſh, was parcel of that eſtate, which by its

income ſupported the priory of Leeds, and upon the ſuppreſſion, was by Henry

the eighth granted to Sir John Gage, in the thirty-fourth year of his reign, and he,

in the thirty-ſixth year of that prince, demiſed it to Thomas Colepeper, Eſquire,

who not long after alienated it to Thomas Wilford, Eſquire, from whom, about the

beginning of queen Elizabeth, it paſſed away by ſale to Mr. John Baker, in whoſe

deſcendants the title is yet reſident. -

Engeherſt preſents itſelf next to our view ; it is now vulgarly called Henherſt, in

ages of an higher aſcent Engeherſt, for ſome old deeds without date boundin

ſome land in this pariſh of Stapleherſt, make it ſituated juxta terras Oſlerti de Heng

herſt ſupra dennam de Engherſt, and from this den or valley, did that antient fa

mily, called Engherſt or Hengherſt, take the firſt extračtion of its name, who

bore, as appears by ſeveral ſeals, for their paternal armory, barry of ſix pieces, and

having continued in the poſſeſſion of this place for many deſcents, at laſt the in

heritance was tranſmitted to Henry Hengherſt, and he, in the twenty-third year of

Henry the ſixth, by his feofees in truſt, ſettled it on his kinſman John Naſh, and in

his family I find it in the reign of Edward the fourth, and Henry the ſeventh ; and

here for want of clearer intelligence, I muſt leap to the reign of queen Elizabeth,

and then the fee firmple was inveſted in Roberts, and from this family, about the

latter end of that princeſs, it went away by purchaſe to Moodye, who in our fathers

memory alienated it to Samuel Ovenden, by whoſe daughter and co-heir Elizabeth

Ovenden, it is now come to own the heirs of her late huſband Mr. Patrich Tindall.

Spilſill-court is the the laſt place of account in this pariſh; it was (as appears by very

antient deeds) the reſidence of a family of that name, which before the end of

king Edward the ſecond, was crumbled into decay, and then the Stangraves ſuc

ceeded in the poſſeſſion: for Robert de Stangrave at his deceaſe, held ſome eſtate at

or in Spilſill, in the twelfth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 52. But a

bout the latter end of Edward the third, this family was likewiſe mouldered away,

and then it came to own the ſignory of Maynie, deſcended from Walter de Meduana

or Maynie, a man of that repute, as appears by the red book in the exchequer,

fol. 84. that he held twenty knights fees in this county; but Mayneys, ſituated in

Bredgar, was the antient ſeat of this name, who having poſſeſſed for ſo many ſuc

ceſſions and deſcents this ſeat, did not many years ſince tranſplant their intereſt in it

4 I by
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by ſale to Sharpeigh, by whoſe daughter and heir it is now become the inheritance

of Mr. George I hompſon of London.

SWALCLIFF, in the hundred of Blengate, was given by Eadbald, king of Kent,

as Thorn, the chronicler of St. Auguſtins, informs me, to the cloiſter of St. Mildred,

at Minſter, in Thanet; and was, when her body was tranſlated, by king Canutus,

to the abby of St Auguſtins in Canterbury, brought over along with it, and united to

the patrimony of that cloiſter: and the monks of that convent, granted it away to

be held in fee, by a family which took its denomination from thence, and were

called Swalclive, and they held it in the twentieth year of Henry the third as Tefta de

Nevill informs me, and paid an auxiliary contribution for it, at the marriage of Iſa

bel, that prince's fitter; but before the end of Edward the firſt, this family was

expired, and then the family of St. Lawrence was ſettled in the poſſeſſion. Thomas

de St. Lawrence held it, as appears by the Book of Aid, kept in the exchequer, in

the twentieth year of Edward the third, at making the Black Prince knight, and died

poſſeſſed of it, in the twenty-ſecond year of that prince, Rot. Eſc. Num, 9 And

from him did it deſcend to his grandchild Thomas St. Lawrence, who ſettled it in

marriage with Katharine his daughter and heir, matched to Sir William Apulder

field, who determining in daughters and co-heirs, Elizabeth, one of them, eſpouſed

to Sir John Phineux, lord chief juſtice of the King's-Bench, brought it to confeſs

the ſignory of that family; but, he deceaſing without iſſue-male, Jane, his only

daughter and ſole inheritrix, being matched to John Roper, Eſquire, this manor

ecame by this alliance, inoculated into his patrimony, and was reſident in this

name until the beginning of king James; and then it was conveyed to Mr. Benedićt

Barnham, by one of whoſe four daughters and co-heirs, its right and title devolved

to Soam of Suffolk, who not many years ſince, alienated his concern in it to

Perry, who hath lately tranſmitted it by ſale to Gould.

In the year 946, King Eadred gave land at Swalclive, to Hereſigus, one of his

ſervants, and he again gave it to the abby of St. Auguſtins, conditionally, that a

place of ſepulchre might be reſerved for him within their cloiſter.

SNAVE, in the hundreds of Aloes-Bridge, Ham and Newchurch, was as high as

I can diſcover, a portion or member of that patrimony, which confeſſed the fig

nory of Haut; and ſo continued, until Joan, daughter and co-heir of Sir William

Haut, being made the wife of the unhappy Sir Thomas Wiatt, a man of an un

ſtained, though an unſucceſsful virtue, this by female right became parcel of his de

meaſhe , but when he and his patrimony were demoliſhed, by that impetuous guſt of

misfortune, which ſunk them both into a heap of ruins, in the ſecond year of queen

Mary, this, upon his convićtion of high treaſon, being eſcheated to the crown, that

princeſs, in the third year of her government, paſſed it away to Sir Henry Sidney,

knight of the garter, and lord deputy of Ireland, whoſe ſucceſſor, the right honorable

Robert earl of Leiceſter, not many years ſince, conveyed it to Sir George Stonehouſe,

Snavewick, in this pariſh, was anciently wrapped up in the demeafne of the

abby of St. Auguſtins, but being pared off in the general ſuppreſſion, by the rough

hand of Henry the eighth, it was in the thirty-fifth year of his reign, granted for

life only, to Sir Walter Henley: but upon his deceaſe, it returned to the crown,

and lay there until the late king Charles, about the beginning of his reign, granted

it to Mr. Patrick Black, a Scotchman, though it was by the crown granted in leaſe,

long before, to Sir Edward Yates of Berkſhire, who conveyed the fee-ſimple in

reverſion to Mr. Robert Auſtin, now of Hall-place, in Bexley.

SWANSCAMP, in the hundred of Acſtane, hath contračted an eminent charaćter

of reputation, ſince Sueno or Swain fixed here his camp, when he invaded England,

to expiate by a plenary revenge, that blood, which in ſo prodigal an effuſion, was by

Etheldred let looſe, from the veins of his Daniſh ſubjects, univerſally in this nation;

and certainly it was this Swain that erected the caſtle here, to preſerve a winter

flation for his ſhips, and though it now lies gaſping in its own rubbiſh, yet there are

fome charaćters and ſignatures remaining, which evidence, and declare to us, that

there was once a fortreſs there, where there is nothing now but diſmantled ruins.

The
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The tradition of the country is, that that valley which interpoſes between the hill,

which aſcends up to Northfleet, and that which winds up to Swanſcamp, was once

covered with water, and being locked in on each ſide with hills, made a ſecure road

for ſhipping, which invited the Dane to make it a winter ſtation for his navy; and

the ſame report will tell you likewiſe, of anchors which have been digged up about

the utmoſt verge of that marſh, which is contiguous to the Thames, and certainly,

if we conſider the poſition of this valley, which is nothing but a chain of marſh

land, interlaced with a ſtream called Ebbs-fleet, which ſwells and ſinks with the flux

and reflux of the adjacent river, and the dimenſion of their ſhips, then at that time

in uſe, which were not of any extraordinary bulk, this tradition is not improbable.

Near this place, Stigand the arch-biſhop of Canterbury, and Egelſine, abbot of

St. Auguſtines, aſſembled the Kentiſh men into an army, pretending it was better

to die like men in aſſerting and vindicating their native liberties, with ſwords in

their hands, then like ſlaves to proſtitute themſelves to the inſolence of the con

queror, by a cheap and tame ſubmiſſion with halters about their necks; which had

ſo great an influence and impreſſion upon their ſpirits, that they reſolved their fran

chiſes and themſelves ſhould find one tomb together, rather then they would give up

both, to the ſword and will of an imperious vićtor; and indeed ſoon after they ma

naged their ſtratagems with that ſucceſs, that William, firnamed the Conqueror, ad

vancing with his Normans into Kent, to reduce Dover-caſtle, which was then made

good againſt him, he and his army dropped into thoſe ambuſhes, which the Kentiſh in

habitants had ſtrewed for him, where he had indiſputably periſhed, had he not by

charter fortified and confirmed thoſe immunities, they then contended and ſtrug

gled for, and which remain unviolated, either by any foreign or domeſtic eruption,

even until this day.

The Manor of Swanſcamp itſelf, was, as far as record can guide us to diſcover,

the inheritance of the Montchenfies, called in the Latin Repertory de Mºnte

Caniſio and Hubert de Montchenſey (as appears by Doomſ-day book) was the firſt of

that name of any eminence, who was lord of the fee; and after him his ſon William

de Montchenſey, by paternal right held it, and ſo died in poſſeſſion of it, in the year

1287; from whom it deſcended to Dionis, his daughter and heir, and in relation to

her huſband, Hugh de Vere, who became by this addition of eſtate, thus accruing,

baron of Swanſcamp, and ſat, under that notion, in the parliament, which was

ſummoned, in the firſt year of Edward the ſecond : but he dying without iſſue,

William de Valence, earl of Pembrook, claimed it in right of his wife, daughter

and heir to John de Montchenſey, ſecond brother to William de Montchenſey, who

was father-in-law to Hugh de Vere above-mentioned; from whom it deſcended to

his ſon Aymer de Valence, who dying without iſſue, in the ſeventeenth year of Ed

ward the third, Iſabell his ſiſter, matched to Lawrence de Haſtings, became his hºir,

who in her right was earl of Pembroke, and baron of Swanſcamp; and left it to his

grandchild, John de Haſtings, earl of Pembroke, who dying without iſſue, in the

thirteenth of Richard the ſecond, in the fifteenth year of that prince, Reginald Grey,

and Richard Talbot, in reſpect of marriage, were found to be his heirs; and upon the

partition of the eſtate, this was united to the demeaſme of Talbot, who had before a

confiderable intereſt in Swanſcamp, by deſcent from his anceſtor Richard Talbot,

who had married Elizabeth, one of the two co-heirs of Joſeph Comin's, earl of

• Badzenoth, and Joan his wife, one of the ſiſters and co-heirs of Aymer de Valence,

earl of Pembroke, and lord of Swanſcamp, in which family, after it had reſted un

til the latter end of Henry the ſixth, it was conveyed to Sir Thomas Brown, of

Bechworth caſtle, whoſe ſon Sir William Brown, in the twelfth year of Edward the

fourth, ſurrendered them into the hands of Edward the fourth, for the uſe of his

mother Cicely, dutcheſs dowager of York; upon whoſe deceaſe it returned to the

crown, and lay there until the firſt year of q. Elizabeth, and then it was granted to Ralph

Welden, Eſq; great grand-father to colonel Ralph Weldon, the inſtant lord of the fee.

Alcharden, alias Combes, is another place in this pariſh, worthy this ſurvey. It was,

many hundred years fince, the inheritance of a family called Cumbe or Combe, who

continued reſident in the poſſeſſion, until the reign of Edward the fourth, and then

it went away from them by ſale, to Swan of Hook-houſe, in Southfleet, in which

family it was fixed until the beginning of queen Elizabeth, and then it was convey

ed
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ed to Lovelace, who not long after, paſſed it away to Carter, and he alienated it to

Hardres, from whom, about the latter end of queen Elizabeth, the viciſſitude of

ſale carried it off to Fagge, who in the tenth year of king James, tranſmitted it by

ſale to Hudſon, whoſe deſcendant, not many years ſince, demiſed it by ſale to Mr.

Richard Head of Rocheſter.

Ince-Grice is the laſt place confiderable in Swanſcamp. It related, before the gene

ral ſuppreſſion, to the priory of Dartford ; but being torn off by king Henry the

eighth, it was by Edward the ſixth, in the fifth of his reigh, granted in fee-farm to

Martin Muriell: but the fee-ſimple remained in the crown, until queen Elizabeth,

in the fifth year of her rule, paſſed it away to Edward Darbiſhire and John Bere, who

not long after jointly conveyed it to Jones, who in our fathers memory alienated it

to Holloway, whoſe ſon and heir, Mr. Thomas Holloway, hath lately demiſed his

intereſt in it, to captain Edward Brent of Southwark.

STAPLE, in the hundred of Faſtry, hath two places memorable. Firſt, Crixall,

which was anciently written Crickleqadſhall, when in ages of a higher aſcent it con

feſſed the family of Brockhull for its owners, which were lords of it but until the

twenty-eighth of Edward the firſt, and then it was ſettled upon a daughter: but

whether ſhe brought it or not by marriage to Wadham, which family I find, about

the latter end of Edward the third, to have been poſſeſſed of it, I cannot diſcover,

and where the light of record is dim, I muſt acquieſce in ſilence William Wad

ham, as I trace out by an old pedigree of Fogg, lived in the reign of Henry the

fourth, Henry the fifth, and Henry the ſixth, under the ſceptre of which princes

he managed the office of juſtice of the peace, for the county of Somerſet, and left

his eſtate here, to his ſon and heir Sir Nicholas Wadham, who determined in a

daughter and heir, matched to Sir William Fogg, by which alliance this manor

came to be ingrafted into the inheritance of that family, and reſted there until the

firſt year of Henry the eighth, and then it was paſſed away by ſale from Sir John

Fogg, knight, to Ralph Baniſter. In times of a lower deſcent, that is, about the

beginning of queen Elizabeth, I find it, by court-rolls, poſſeſſed by Tucker, who

about the latter end of that princeſs, alienated his concern in it to Smith, who

in our fathers remembrance, tranſplanted the title by ſale into doćtor Fotherbie,

dean of Canterbury, whoſe ſon, Mr. Charles Fotherbie, continues proprietor of it.

Secondly, Grove-place offers itſelf up to our notice, as being the habitation of a

knightly family, called Grove, who in old deeds are ſometimes written, at-Grove, and

ſealed, as appears by the labels affixed to their evidences, with three eſcallops upon a

chevron. In the reign of Henry the fixth, I find it devolved by deſcent to Sir John

Grove, who was a great benefactor to the church of St. Peter's, in Sandwich, where

he lies buried, with the arms above-mentioned upon his ſhield; but not long after,

this family determined in a daughter and heir, who linked this ſeat to the inheritance

of St. Nicholas, who about the latter end of Edward the fourth, conveyed it to

Quilter, in which name it was reſident, until the latter end of Henry the eighth,

and then it was paſſed away to Linch, and hath remained ever ſince incorporated

into the revenue of that family; ſo that at preſent it is come down to Mr. John

Linch, a noble confeſſor for the intereſt of the church, and proteſtant religion.

There is a family in this pariſh called Omer, which as appears by old court-rolls,

tombs, deeds, and other evidences, have been conſtantly reſident almoſt four hun

dred years.

SEASALTER, in the hundred of Whitſtaple, did belong to the priory of Chriſt

church, but by whom it was given, the records of that convent are ſilent; only I

find that it was part of that revenue which ſupported their diet and table, and like

wiſe I diſcover that pope Gregory the ninth, in the tenth year of his papacy, by his

bull, appropriated the parſonage to the priory above-mentioned, and likewiſe was

granted for the better improving their livelihood and ſubſiſtence. If you will ſee un

der what notion it paſſed, in the twentieth year of William the Conqueror, Doomſ.

day Book will inform you, that it was valued upon the terrier, at two carucates of land,

and upon the appraiſement, was rated at five pound. This manor, upon the reſigna

- tlOſt
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tion of that eſtate, which related to the convent aforeſaid, into the hands of Henry.

the eighth, was ſettled by that prince on the newly erected dean and chapter of

Chriſt-church, and there it remained, until theſe calamitous times. - -

Ellenden, in this pariſh, belonged to the abby of Feverſham, and was (as the

ledger book of that convent informs me) given to the monks of that cloiſter, by

John Ellenden, and here it was incorporated and fixed, until the public diſſolution

unhinged, and unrooted it, and planted it in the crown ; and afterwards king Henry

the eighth, in the thirty-fifth year of his government, granted it to Mr. Thomas

Arden, miſerably afterwards aſſaſſinated by his wife at Feveriham; and he the ſame

year conveyed it to John Nedeham, from whom it came over to his ſon and heir

John Nedeham, gentleman, and he, in the thirty-ſecond year of queen Elizabeth,

alienated it to Mr. Michael Beresford, of Weſterham, who not long after paſſed it

away to Sir George Newman, doctor of the civil law, and knighted in the fixteenth

year of king James ; and from him, by ſucceſſive right, it is now deſcended to his

ſon and heir, George Newman of Rocheſter, Eſquire.

SEALE, in the hundred of Codſheath, was a manor which belonged to the

crown, until the firſt year of king John, and then it was paſſed away by grant, to

Baldwin de Betun, earl of Albemard ; and Hawis, his daughter and heir, by

marrying with William Mareſchall, earl of Pembroke, incorporated it into his

demean; but Gilbert Mareſchall, this man's ſucceſſor, deceaſing without iſſue,

Roger de Bigod, earl of Norfolk, in right of Mawde his mother, who was ſiſter and

heir general to the aboveſaid Gilbert, was ſettled in the poſſeſſion of this manor, and

he in the eleventh year of Edward the firſt, by gift or donation, tranſmits it to Otho,

lord Grandiſon, a man certainly of great power in thoſe times; for, as it appears,

Pat. 4. Edwardi primi, he had a certain agreement woven of fundry articles, and

made between Henry the third, and the king of Caſtile, depoſited into his cuſtody,

in the fourth year of Edward the firſt 5 and in the fifth year of that prince, as ap

pears, Pat. 5. in ſcedulá, he had the government of Jerſey aſſigned to his care, dur

ing life. After this family of Grandiſon went out, which was about the beginning

of Richard the ſecond (for Thomas de Grandiſon died poſſeſſed of Seale, in the

forty-ninth year of Edward the third, Parte prima Num. 62.) the noble family of

Brian, of Holoway, in Devon, was inveſted in. the poſſeſſion, and Sir William

Brian or Briene, for ſo he is ſtiled on his tomb, died poſſeſſed of it, in the year.

1295, and lies buried in Seale church, mailed in armor, with a huntſman's horn at

his head; upon which the conjećture of the country is, that he was a great hunter,

when the truth is, it was placed there, to ſignify or denote the tenor of ſome part

of his land, which was in cornage. But to return ; the next family which ſucceeded

Brian, in the inheritance of Seale, was the ancient family of Fiennes, and this, as I

find by ſome court-rolls, was in the reign of Henry the fourth; and James Fiennes,

ſecond ſon of William Fiennes, Eſquire, was, the firſt of March, in the twenty

fifth of Henry the ſixth, ſummoned to the parliament at Bury, as baron of Say

and Seale; but this place, after this newly atchieved honor, continued not long in

this name; for William, lord Say, in the ſecond year of Edward the fourth, paſſed

it away to Geffrey Boleyne, grand-father to Sir Thomas Boleyne, who was made

knight of the garzer, and treaſurer of the king's houſe, in the fifteenth, created

viſcount Rochford, in the ſeventeenth, and laſtly raiſed to the earldom of Wiltſhire,

and Ormond, in the twenty-firſt of Henry the eighth ; but his unfortunate ſon,

George viſcount Rochford, being beheaded and leaving no iſſue, it devolved to

queen Elizabeth, in right of queen Anne her mother, one of the ſiſters and co-heirs,

and ſhe in the firſt year of her reign, paſſed it by grant, to her kinſman Henry

Cary, whoſe grand-child, Henry Cary, earl of Dover, alienated it by ſale to Richard

Sackvill, earl of Dorſet, who paſſed it away in our fathers memory, to Henry

Smith, vulgarly called Dog-Smith, and he not many years ſince deceaſing without

iſſue, bequeathed the fee-ſimple of it to St. Thomas’s hoſpital in Southwark, and

eleven pariſhes beſides in Surry.

Hall-place, in Seale, is a ſecond place of account; it was in the thirty-ſixth year

Af Edward the third, as an old rentall diſcovers to me, (and farther none of the an

4 K cient
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cient evidences do reach) the patrimony of Thomas Champneys, and he makes it over
in part to Sir William Wroth of Enfield, and he, in the ſecond year of Richard the

ſecond, alienated all his right and intereſt in it to Thomas Lovell, but ſome part

remained unſold, until the nineteenth of the aboveſaid prince, and then it was

wholly inveſted by ſale from Robert Champneys, in the aforeſaid Thomas Lovell,

and he, by his feoffees in truſt, as namely, John Oſborne, John Arnold, Richard

Marſhall, and John Atſheath, conveyed it in the eleventh year of Henry the fourth,

to Thomas Theobald or Tebald, and Mawde his wife, and ſo by this purchaſe did

it become the inheritance of this family, and made its abode here, until the twenty

fourth year of Henry the ſeventh ; and then John Theobald alienated it to William

Porter, which family, it is probable were concerned in it before ; for in it the tenth

year of Edward the fourth, I find John Alphey, releaſes by deed, his right in

Hall, to William Porter, Eſquire; and from William Porter aboveſaid, did the

title flow down in the channel of paternal right, to Mr. Andrew Porter, who

concluding in a daughter and heir, called Elizabeth, it is now, by marrying with
her, become the patrimony of Mr. Peter Stowell, regiſter of the dioceſe of Rocheſter.

Stidulfe is a third manor in Seale, which afforded both ſeat and ſirname, to a fa

mily ſo called. Robert de Stidulfe is mentioned in deeds, without date, to have

held this, and much other land in Seale. In the thirty-ſixth year of Edward the

third, I find, Reginald Stidulfe, of Stidulfe, accounts with Thomas Champneis for

land, held of this manor of Hall. And laſtly, I diſcover, that William Stidulfe,

about the eleventh year of Henry the ſixth, by ſale, conveyed it to William Quintin,

whoſe ſon William, changed the name of Quintin into Oliver, upon what grounds

I have diſcovered at Leybourn; and in this name was this manor lodged, until the

beginning of queen Elizabeth; and then it was paſſed away to Richard Theobald,

whoſe ſon John exchanged it with his kinſman Stephen Theobald, who dying with

out iſſue-male, left two co-heirs, Katharine married to Edward Michell, and Mar

garet, wedded to David Polhill, who ſhared his inheritance ; and this, upon the

diviſion of the eſtate, augmented the revenue of Michell, and his deſcendant Mr.

- - - - - - Michell, is now the heir apparent of it.

SEDINGBOURN, in the hundred of Milton, hath ſeveral places in its confines

remarkable, whereof Bayford and Goodneſton firſt claim our notice, the laſt of

which had a caſtle, whoſe banks and ruins are yet viſible; it anciently acknowledged

the family of Nottingham, who likewiſe in elder times were poſſeſſed of Bayford

for proprietors. Robert de Nottingham flouriſhed in the reign of F dward the firſt,

and dated ſeveral of his deeds in the beginning of that prince's rule, apud Caffellum

fuum de Goodneſton. Robert de Nottingham, his ſucceſſor, was ſheriff of Kent, the

forty-eighth year of Edward the third, and held his ſhrievalty at Bayford, in

Sedingburn, in which year he died, and was found to have held at his death, lands

at-Sharſted, Pedding in Tenham, a place called Newland, and another called la

Herſt, Higham in Milſted, Bixle in Tang, now called Bex, and laſtly Goodneſton

and Babford, now named Bayford, in this pariſh, all which deſcended to his only

ſon John Nottingham; whoſe only daughter and heir, Eleanor Nottingham, was

married to Simon Cheney, ſecond ſon of Sir Richard Cheney of Shurland, who

brought all this ſpreading revenue, to acknowledge the ſignory of this family, and

the coats of Cheney and Nottingham, viz. Azure ſix lions argent, a canton ermin and

gules, two pales wavy argent, ſtand empaled in Milſted-church, in coloured glaſs. But

this alliance, though it much enhanced by additional improvement the patrimony

of Cheyney, yet could not ſo ſtrongly entwine the intereſt of Bayford and Good

neſton with his name; but that about the latter end of Henry the fixth, they were

conveyed away by ſale to Lovelace; for Richard Lovelace of Queenhith, in

London, a younger branch of the Lovelaces of Betherſden, made his will the firſt

of April 1465, and there ordained that his feoffees ſhould make an eſtate of his

manors of Bayford and Goodneſton in Sedingbourn, which he had purchaſed of

Cheyney, to John Lovelace, his ſon and heir, which accordingly was performed,

and he inveſted in the poſſeſſion of them; and from him did they by deſcent de

volve to his grandchild Thomas Lovelace, of Kingſdown, who in the tenth year of

- queen
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queen Elizabeth paſſed them away to Mr. Ralph Finch, from which family they

went away by the ſame revolution, almoſt in our fathers memory, to alderman Gar

ret of London, who had iſſue Sir John Garret, of the county of Hertford, whoſe

widow dowager, the lady . . . . . Garret, by right of jointure, now enjoys the profitsof both theſe manors. r

Chilton is another manor in Sedingbourn, which had owners of this firname, who

likewiſe held another manor of this name, in Aſh, both which places William de

Chilton held at his death, which was in the thirty-firſt of Edward the firſt ; but

after his exit, it did not long confeſs the proprietor of this family; for about the

beginning of Fdward the third, it was demiſed by ſale to orbie, and Robert

Corbie was poſſeſſed of it at his deceaſe, which was in the thirty-ninth year of that

prince, Rot. Eſc. Num. 9, and he had iſſue Robert Corbie, whoſe ſole daughter

and heir, Joan Corbie eſpouſed Sir Nicholas Wotton, twice lord mayor of London,

by whom this manor and much other land, came by a fruitful augmentation, to

ſwell the inheritance of this family, yet I find the intereſt in Chilton was not ſolely

lodged in Corbie; for by ancient deeds, I diſcover that an old family, called Maris,

was concerned in ſome part of it likewiſe. John de Maris held a knight's fee in

Wicheling, and much other land at Herietſham, the twentieth year of Edward the

third, as likewiſe the manor of Ackmere, in St. Mary Crey, in caſtle-guard of Dover

caſtle : and his great grand-child William Maris, was ſheriff of Kent, the twenty

firſt year of Henry the fixth, and was Eſquire to Henry the fifth, and afterwards to

Cardinal Kemp, and lies entered in Preſton church, with ſo much of the inſcription

left, as may inſtrućt the reader, that his aſhes ſlumber beneath the tomb-ſtone: yet

before his deceaſe, he had alienated his ſhare in this manor, to Nicholas Watton,

Eſquire, from whom the united intereſt of this place came down to Thomas lord

Wotton, who not many years ſince, ſettled it in marriage, on Katherine his eldeſt

daughter, married to Henry lord Stanhope, ſon and heir to Philip, earl of Cheſter

field, lately deceaſed, who ſtill enjoys the property of it.

In the year 1232, Henry, biſhop of Rocheſter, as Thomas Rudborne, a monk of

St. Swithen’s, in Wincheſter, does relate, came on a ſabbath day with much exul

tation out of Sedingham church, and deſired the people to expreſs their joy, becauſe

on that day, by the efficacious prayers of the church, Richard the firſt, formerly

king of England, and many others, were ranſomed from the flame and torment of

purgatory. - - - -

In Sedingburn church there was a monument of Sir Richard Lovelace, inlayed

richly with braſs, who was an eminent ſoldier in his time, and Marſhal of Calais;

under Henry the eighth, with his portraiture affixed in braſs, which the injuries of

time, and the impiety of ſacrilegious mechanicks, have utterly diſmantled and

defaced.

SELLING, in the hundred of Boughton, did in ages of the higheſt diſcovery,

acknowledge the ſignory of the Putots, and William de Putot was in poſſeſſion of

it at his death, which happened in the thirteenth year of Henry the third. After

the Putots, the lord Badeleſmer were inveſted in the poſſeſſion. Guncelin de Badelºftner

was poſſeſſed of it, in the twenty-ninth year of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num 50.

and left it with a ſpacious inheritance to his ſon Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer, who

having involved himſelf in a ruinous combination with ſome others of the mutinous

nobility againſt Edward the ſecond, loſt both his life and eſtate in that unſucceſsful

defećtion, but this manor was reſtored to his ſon, in the ſecond year of king Edward

the third, and was known by the name of Bartholomew, lord Badeleſmer; but did

not long enjoy his new acquired inheritance; for in the twelfth year of the above

mentioned prince, he died without iſſue, and left his eſtate to be ſhared between

four ſiſters and co-heirs, whereof Margaret, the eldeſt, was eſpouſed to Sir John

Tiptoft, and he in her right entered upon the poſſeſſion of this place, and died

poſſeſſed of it, in the thirty-third of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 39. from

whom the title came down to John Tiptoft, created earl of Worceſter, in the year

1450, and inveſted afterwards with the office and dignity of lord treaſurer and

lord conſtable of England; but aſſerting too eagerly the cauſe and quarrel of the

houſe
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houſe of York, he was cruſhed and overwhelmed with that weight, with which

the partiſans of the Lancaſtrian faction did endeavour to fink and oppreſs the ſup

porters of that family, and was offered up a vićtim to the ſucceſsful fury of Richard

earl of Warwick, who being an apoſtate of the houſe of York, was the principal

engine upon whom the deſigns and intereſt of the Lancaſtrian party then moved.

Upon the untimely death and attaint of this earl, which was in the year 1470,

this manor was annexed to the revenue of the crown, and though Edward Tiptoft,

this man's ſon, was the next year after his father's unhappy exit, reſtored by Edward

the fourth, both in blood and dignity; yet I do not diſcover any reſtitution made

of Selling; ſo that it reſted in the crown, until Edward the ſixth, in the fourth year

of his reign, granted it to Sir Anthony St. Ledger, who immediately after paſſed it

away to Sir Anthony Sonds, of Throuley, one of the juſtices of the peace of this

county, and gentleman of the bed-chamber to this prince, and his father Henry the

eighth, from whom it is now come down by paternal efflux of the title to Sir

George Sonds, knight of the Bath, who is entituled to the preſent poſſeſſion of it.

Oven-court, in this pariſh, anciently gave both ſeat and firname to a family, which

was known by that denomination; but whether they were extracted from the Owens

of Wales, and contraćted this name of Oven, by vulgar acceptation, no record does

manifeſt; certain it is they were, as appears by old rentals and other muniments,

poſſeſſors of this place, as high as Henry the third.

The next family, which (after this was worn out) did ſtep into the poſſeſſion, was

Drilond of Cookes-ditch, in Feverſham, a name of generous extraction; for in

the reign of Edward the third, John, the ſon of Stephen de Drilond, demiſes ſome

land at Crouchfield, in Feverſham, by a deed bearing date from the twenty-fifth

year of that prince, to William de Makenade, and in that inſtrument he writes him

ſelf knight. After Drilond was extinguiſhed, which was about the beginning of

Edward the fourth, the Foggs became proprietors of it, and remained for divers

years lords of the fee, until at laſt, the alternate devolution of purchaſe brought it

to be the inheritance of Crouch, where it did not long fix, for in the year 1588,

Giles Crouch alienated it to Michael Sonds, Eſquire, aſterwards knighted, from which

family, in our fathers memory, it was conveyed away by ſale to Franklin, from whom

the ſame devolution hath brought it now to Lambe, who holds the inſtant ſignory of it.

Before I paſs from Selling, I muſt inform the reader, that the greateſt honour

which this town acquired was, that it was the cradle of William Selling, bred up

amongſt the monks of Chriſt-church, who obtained licence from the chapter of

that convent, to travel into Italy, and proſecute his ſtudies at Bononia, where he

arrived to that perfection of knowledge, that he was advanced to be prior of Chriſt

church, and was after ſent by Henry the ſeventh, in whoſe eyes his worth was very

viſible, as his ambaſſador to the pope. Thoſe incomparable books, which were

placed in the library, which related to the convent, by his care and munificence,

amongſt which was Tully's invaluable Tračiate de Republica, not long after his death,

by an accident of fire, found an unhappy ſepulchre in their own aſhes. He died

as full of fame as of years, in the year of grace 1494. And hath his epitaph re

giſtered by the induſtrious pen of Mr. Sommer, in his ſurvey of Canterbury.

SMERDEN, in the hundreds of Calehill, Blackborne, and Barckley, did

anciently relate to the archbiſhop of Canterbury, and was part of that revenue

which did keep up the grandeur and magnificence of that ſee, reſcuing it from all

cheapneſs and contempt, which induced John, then archbiſhop of Canterbury,

this being ſo eminent a part of the ſpiritual patrimony, to obtain a grant of a market

to be obſerved here weekly on the Monday, as appears, Pat. 6. Edwardi tertii Num.47.

But the principal place, which was always of ſecular intereſt within this pariſh, is

Romden, which was the patrimony of an ancient family, called Hengherſt, and

in more modern times, Henherſt, who were entituled to large demeans at Wood

church, Stapleherſt, Yelding, and other places in this county; but made no long

abode here at Romden; for William, ſon of Oſbert de Hengherſt, (to he calls himſelf

in his deed without date) demiſed it to John de Calch, and in this family it continued

auntil the latter end of Richard the ſecond, and who after Calch ſucceeded in the in

heritance,
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Heritance, becauſe I can colle&t no further knowledge from original evidences, I

confeſs I am ignorant, ſo that I am forced to leap over divers kings reigns, into that

of king Henry the eighth, and then, in the twenty fourth year of that prince, I find

that John, the ſon of Stephen Rogers, alienates it by ſale to Stephen Drayner, and

it is probable Rogers purchaſed it of Norton, which family, as appears by the

Feudaries book, held much land here at Smerden, and at, or near Romden.

But to return ; in Drayner the intereſt of this family was fixed, until the ſeventeenth

of queen Elizabeth, and then William Drayner paſſed it away by ſale, to Sir Roger

Manwood, and he, in the eighteenth year of that princeſs, alienates it again to

Martin James, Eſquire, remembrancer of the exchequer, and from him, by the

devolution of ſucceſſive and paternal right, it is now come down to acknowledge

the propriety of Mr. . . . . James.

SNERGATE, in the hundred of Aloe-bridge, celebrates the memory of an

ancient family, ſtiled A'arar. Gervas Alarar was captain and admiral of the fleet of

ſhips ſet forth and furniſhed by the cinque-ports, in the fourteenth year of Edward

the firſt. Gervas Alarar was his grand-child, whoſe widow, Agnes Alarar, was in

poſſeſſion of it at her death, which was in the forty-ſecond year of Edward the

third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 1. But before the end of Henry the fourth, this family was

fhrunk into an expiration, and then Walter Moile, who was a judge in the reign of

Henry the fixth, ſucceeded in the poſſeſſion, and he by a fine, levied in the thirtieth

year of Henry the ſixth, demiſes to Hugh Brent, from whom about the latter end

of Edward the fourth, it was conveyed away to Cheyney, and in this name it was

fixed, until Henry lord Cheyney, in the beginning of queen Elizabeth, alienated it

to Henry Nevill, lord Aburgavenny, who in the twenty-ninth year of queen Eliza

beth, dying without iſſue-male, Mary Nevill was found to be his ſole inheritrix,

and ſhe by marrying with Sir Thomas Vane, knit this manor to his patrimony; and

his ſon Francis Vane, created earl of Weſtmorland in the twenty-ſecond year of

king James, alienated it in our fathers memory to Jackman, who not long after, ſold it

to Sir Edward Henden, one of the barons of the exchequer, who upon his deceaſe

gave it to his nephew Sir John Henden, whoſe ſon and heir Edward Henden,

Eſquire, now enjoys the ſignory of it.

SMETH, in the hundred of Bircholt, hath in the limits of it Scots-hall, which

is now, and hath been for divers deſcents, the inheritance of eminent gentlemen of

that firname, whom I dare aver, upon probable grounds, were originally called

Balioll. William Balioll, ſecond brother to Alexander de Balioll, frequently writ

his name William de Balioll le Scot, and it is probable, that upon the tragedy of

John, earl of Atholl, who was made priſoner by Edward the firſt, and barbarouſly

executed, in the year 1307, (whilſt he endeavoured, more nobly than ſucceſsfully,

to defend the gaſping liberty of Scotland, againſt the eruptions of that prince) this

family, to decline the fury of that monarch, who was a man of violent paſſions, al

rered the name of Balioll, to that of their extraction and country, and aſſumed for

the future the name of Scot. That the ſirname of this family was originally Balic]],

I farther upon theſe reaſons aſſert: Firſt, the ancient arms of Balioll college, in Ox

ford, which was founded by John Balioll, and dedicated to St. Katharine, was a

katharine-wheel, being ſtill part of the paternal coat of this family ; ſecondly,

David de Strabogie, who was ſon and heir to the unfortunate earl aboveſaid, aſtoniſhed

with an example of ſo much terror, altered his name from Balioll to Strabogie,

which was a ſignory which accrued to him in right of his wife, who was daughter

and heir to John Comin, earl of Badzenoth and Strabogie, and by this name king

Edward the ſecond, omitting that of Balioll, reſtored Chilham-caſtle to him for life,

in the fifteenth year of his reign; thirdly, the earls of Bucleugh, and the barons

of Burley, in Scotland, who derive themſelves originally from Balioll, are known

at this inſtant by no other firname, but Scot, and bear, with ſome inconſiderable dif

ference, thoſe very arms which are at preſent the paternal coat of this family of Scots

hall. Having thus traced out the name, I ſhall now repreſent a ſcale of thoſe

eminent perſons, who have either directly, or collaterally been extracted from Scots

hall, Sir William Scot, who was kº the tenth of Edward the third, was

4. lord
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lord chief juſtice, and knight marſhal of England, in the reign of that prince. Sir

Robert Scot was lieutenant of the tower, in the year 1424. Sir John Scot was comp

troller of the houſe, one of the privy-council to Edward the fourth, and marſhal of

Calais. Thomas Scot, who was firſt biſhop of Rocheſter, next of Lincoln, provoſt

of Beverley, archbiſhop of York, lord chancellor of England, and privy councellor

to king Edward the fourth, altered his name from Scot to Rotheram, as being the

place of his education and nativity; but, it is probable, originally iſſued out from

this family. Sir William Scot, who was ſon to Sir John above-mentioned, was lord

warden of the cinque-ports. Sir John Scot, his ſon, was knighted by the prince of

Caſtile, for ſignal ſervice performed by him, againſt the duke of Gueldres. Sir

Reginald Scot was captain of the caſtle of Calais. Sir Thomas Scot was commander

in chief of the Kentiſh forces, who aſſembled upon the plains by Northburn, to

oppoſe the Spaniſh invaſion, in the year 1588. All of which were, either directly

or collaterally, predeceſſors (being of the ſame family) to Edward Scot, now pro

prietor of Scot's-hall, Eſquire, who was ſon and heir of Sir Edward Scot, who was

made knight of the Bath, at the coronation of king Charles.

Thevegate is a ſecond manor in this pariſh, which was in elder times, the inheri

tance of gentlemen of no mean account in this track. Robert de Paſſeley, or

Paſſelew, (for they are promiſcuouſly ſo written) was treaſurer of England, under

Peter de Rivallis, in the reign of Henry the third, as Matthew Paris, in the life of

that prince, does record. Edmund de Paſſeley was with Edward the ſecond, at

Borough-bridge, in the ſeventeenth year, as the pipe-roll of that time diſcovers;

and probably was inſtrumental in the defeat given there to the nobility, then in

arms againſt that prince; and from him this manor did deſcend to John Paſſeley,

Eſquire, who in the reign of Edward the fourth, determined in Elizabeth, his ſole

heir, married to Reginald Pimp, Eſquire, who likewiſe had the fate to conclude in

a female inheritrix, called Ann, who was married to Sir John Scot, of Scot’s-hall,

and ſhe united Thevegate to the revenue of that family ; and from him is the

right of it by deſcent tranſported to his ſucceſſor Edward Scot of Scot's-hall,

Eſquire.

Smeth had the grant of a market procured to it by the archbiſhop of Canterbury,

in the tenth year of Edward the third.

"SHEPEBOURN, in the hundred of Wrotham, was the patrimony of an ancient

family called Bavent, whoſe principal eſtate lay in Suſſex and Surry. Adam de Ba

vent, in the twelfth year of Edward the firſt, obtained a charter of free-warren to

his manor of Shepbourn, and in the thirteenth year of that prince's reign, had, as

appears, Pat. 13. Edwardi primi, Memb. 28. a grant of a market weekly to this

place, to be held on the Monday, and a fair for three days ſpace, at the feaſt of St.

Giles; and this Adam de Bavent, or elſe his ſon, was one of thoſe eminent Kentiſh

gentlemen, who were embarked with Edward the firſt, in his expedition into

Scotland, and was one of thoſe who were created baronets, at the ſiege of Car

laverock, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign. Roger de Bavent was ſummoned,

in the fourteenth year of Edward the ſecond, to fit in parliament as baron ; after

whom I find no more mention of this family, as poſſeſſors of this manor; for

it is probable, the religion and muffled perſuaſion of thoſe times, had ſo warped

the piety and devotion of this family, that they ſettled on the priory of Leeds ; for,

by an old rental of that convent, I find it wrapped up in their demean, in the reign

of Edward the third, and remained parcel of their income, until the general

ſhipwreck, in the reign of Henry the eighth ; and then it was in the thirty-ſixth

year of that prince, granted to Sir Ralph Vane, and Anthony Tutſham, Eſquire,

who not long after, having paſſed away his intereſt in it to Sir Ralph Vane, it hath

continued ever ſince to acknowledge the abſolute ſignory of this family, ſo that

the right of it now reſts in Sir Henry Vane, ſon and heir to Sir William Vane, ſe

cretary of eſtate to his late majeſty.

Fairlane is an eminent ſeat in this pariſh, which likewiſe did confeſs the ſignory of

the family of Bavent ; but before the latter end of Edward the third, they had

- abandoned
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abandoned the poſſeſſion of it, and then it came to confeſs the ſignory of Colepepers,

who remained lords of the fee, until the latter end of Henry the fourth, and then

it was tranſmitted by ſale to Chown ; in which family, after the proprietor had been

conſtantly reſident, until that age which almoſt was circumſcribed within the verge

of our remembrance, Sir George Chown, the laſt of this name at this place, de

ſiring to contračt his revenue ſolely within the confines of Suſſex, alienated his

eſtate here to Sir Henry Vane, comptroller of his late majeſty's houſhold, and prin

cipal ſecretary of ſtate, who having much beautified and adorned the ancient

fabrick with new additions, upon his late deceaſe, bequeathed it to be enjoyed by his

lady dowager.

STELLING, in the hundred of Lovingborough, was with Wadenhall, (which

lies partly in this pariſh, and partly in Petham) parcel of the inheritance of the il

luſtrious family of Haut; and William de Haut had Stelling and Wadenhall, in

the firſt year of Edward the firſt, and this above-mentioned William, founded a

chapel at Wadenhall, and dedicated it to St. Edmund, the Saxon king of the eaſt

angles, and in this family theſe manors continued, until the latter end of the reign

of Henry the ſixth, and then William Haut, lineally extracted from the above-ſaid

William, conveyed Stelling to Humphrey Stafford, duke of Buckingham; and this

being forfeited to the crown, upon the attainder of his grand-child, Edward Staf

ford, duke of Buckingham, in the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth, this lay

enwrapped in the royal revenue, until queen Mary, in the firſt year of her reign,

granted it with much other land to Edward lord Clinton, who about the laſt year of

that princeſs, alienated it to Mr. Henry Herdſon, whoſe grand-child, Mr. Francis

Herdſon, about the latter end of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away to Mr. John

Herdſon, his uncle, who dying without iſſue, diſpoſed of it by will, to his nephew,

Sir Baſill Dixwell, of Terlingham, in Folkſtone ; from whom, by deſcendent de'

volution, it is now come down to his heir general, Mr. Baſill Dixwell, of Broom, in

Barham. But Wadenhall remained in the name of Haut, until by the ſteps of ſeveral

deſcents, it was wafted along to Sir William Haut, one of whoſe two daughters

and co-heirs, called Elizabeth, being married to Sir Thomas Colepeper, of Bedge

bury, brought it to acknowledge the intereſt of that family ; and he having ex.

changed it with Edward the fixth, it confeſſed the ſignory of the crown, until queen

Elizabeth, in the forty-ſecond year of her reign, granted it to Sir John Sotherton,

baron of her exchequer, whoſe heir, in the memory of theſe times, gave up his

right in it by the fatality of ſale, to Mr. Benjamin Pere of Canterbury. -

The advowſon of the two parſonages, or rectories of Stelling and Upper Hardres,

were granted to the priory of Tunbridge, in the twenty-ſixth year of Edward the

third, Pat. 3. part 2. Memb. 3.

SELLING, in the hundred of Street, hath ſeveral places in it, which cannot be

declined without ſome memorial. Willmington and Somervill, are the firſt that oc

cur, and they gave ſeat, and one of them ſirname, to a family of repute in that

age, becauſe I find they had land in other places in the county. Roger de Wil

mington, held the poſſeſſion of them at his death, which was in the eleventh year of

Edward the third, and left his eſtate here and elſewhere, to be ſhared between his

four daughters and co-heirs, married to Ordmere, Bromming, Brockhull and St

Laurence; but upon the diviſion of the eſtate, theſe accrued to St. Laurence, and

in right of paternal devolution, John St. Laurence, ſon of Thomas St Laurence,

held theſe at his deceaſe, which was in the tenth year of Richard the ſecond, and from

him their right devolved to his ſon Thomas St. Laurence, whoſe ſole daughter and

heir Katharine, brought them to be the inheritance of Sir William Apulderfield;

who about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, paſſed them away to Aſhburnham and

Till; and the firſt of thoſe having wholly ſettled his right in them by ſale in Till,

they reſted in this family, until the reign of Henry, the eighth, and then Peter

Heyman, Eſquire, having married the ſole inheritrix of Till, they were tranſplanted

into the patrimony of that family; and from him, the propriety deſcended to his

great grand-child, my worthy friend Sir Henry Heyman, baronet, lately deceaſed.

Haringe
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Haringe is a ſecond place of conſideration; it was, as high as any clew of

record can lead us, the poſſeſſion of the Gurneys Hugh de Gurney, who is in the

regiſter of thoſe who entered England with William, the Norman, held it under

his ſcepter In ages almoſt of the next ſtep or deſcent, the Sharſteds had it; and

Robert de Sharited, who flouriſhed under Edward the firſt, Edward the ſecond, and

died in the eighth year of Edward the third, was poſſeſſed of it at his deceaſe ; but

this name was ſuddenly worn out, for in the time ſubſequent to this, Henry Brock

hull, of Brockhull, in Saltwoood, enjoyed it, who likewiſe had ſome intereſt in

Wilmington and Somervill, which his ſucceſſor ſold to Aſhburnham ; and here the

propriety made its abode, until the latter end of Henry the fixth, and then it was

conveyed to Inglethorp , and to the demean of this name it was linked, until the

beginning of Henry the ſeventh ; and then it was wafted over by ſale to Morton ;

and here the title lodged until our grandfathers memory ; and then it was alienated

to Willoughby; and Sir Francis Willoughby ſold his concern in it to Ralph Hey

man, Eſquire; from whom it came over to his ſon and heir, Sir Peter Heyman,

who ſome years ſince, upon the marriage of his ſecond ſon Peter Heyman, ſettled

it on him, whom yet it owns for proprietor.

Hodiford is the laſt place of any eſtimate. In elder times a family was ſettled here

which borrowed its ſirname, as it did its reſidence, from this manor; for John Ho

diford, or Hodinorth, was lord of the demean; but when this name departed from

this place, the Cardens were the next in order, who were poſſeſſors of the fee : from

whom, by the viciſſitude of ſale, it was tranſmitted to Cobbe, where the title had

not long been lodged, but it was by the like devolution, conveyed by James Cobbe,

the laſt of the name who enjoyed it, to Thomas Godfrey, Eſquire; a perſon to

whom, by ſeveral engagements, both of learning and friendſhip, I ſtand now ob

liged.

SHELWICH, in the hundred of Feverſham, was formerly the patrimony of

Atleeze, a family of no contemptible value in this circuit, who laid the foundation

of a houſe near the Leas, and from its ſituation extraćted their ſirname; but the

reateſt honor which accrued to this houſe in elder times, was, that it was the cradle

of Sir Richard Atleeze, who was ſheriff of Kent, in the reign of Edward the third,

and ſeveral times a member or burgeſs of thoſe parliaments which aſſembled in

that age ; but dying without iſſue, Marcellus Atleeze, his only brother, became

his heir, but he not long after made his exit, in two daughters and co-heirs, where

of Lucy, the eldeſt, was married to John Norton, Eſquire, and Cicely, the young

eſt, was married to Valentine Barret, of Perry-court : but Norton, upon the divi

ſion of the eſtate, was in his wife's right entituled to this manor ; and in this family,

after the title had for many deſcents reſided, it was by an even thread of ſucceſſion,

guided down to Sir Thomas Norton, of Milton; who not many years ſince, paſſed

away to Sir Richard Sonds, originally extraćted from an ancient family, which about

the reign of Henry the third, had their habitation at Sonds-place, at Darkin, in

Surry, whoſe ſon and heir, Sir George Sonds, knight of the bath, by deſcent from

him, claims the intereſt and ſignory of it, and hath, upon the old foundation of

Leeze-court, erected a pile ſo ſet out with all the cunning, and pomp of magnifi

cence, that it is ſcarcely to be out-rivalled by a fabrick of that bulk, in any part

of the Engliſh nation. Sir Richard Atleeze lies entombed in Shelvich church, un

der a fair grave-ſtone, with his portraiture in braſs annexed, as likewiſe that of his

lady, as fairly inſculptured, with this epitaph affixed to both their figures; Hic jacet

Dominus Ricardus Atleeſe, miles, ac Domina Dioníſia uxor jus, qui quidem Ricardus obii:

Anno Dom. I 394.

Coperhams-Sole, in this pariſh, for ſeveral centuries of years, hath confeſſed the

Belks to have been its proprietors; who it is propable extracted their name out of

IDenmark, where the name is yet ſpreading, and the family noble and numerous.

Stephen de Belk is mentioned in Teſta de Nevill, a book kept in the exchequer, to

have paid reſpective aid for land, which he held in this track, at the marriage of

Iſabel, ſiſter to Henry the third, in the twentieth year of that prince's reign, which

is enough to juſtify the antiquity of this family in this track.

- Shepeards
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Shepeards Forſtall was for many deſcents the poſſeſſion of a family called Ruck,

one of whom lies entombed at Rye, and was an eminent perſon, in the reign of

Henry the eighth, being bow-bearer to that prince; and bore for his coat armour,

as it appears affixed to his grave-ſtone, ſable, a plain croſs argent, between four flower

de lis, or. The laſt of this name which held this place, was Nicholas Rucks, who

about the latter end of queen Elizabeth, dying without iſſue, gave it to his nephew

Mr. Nicholas Oliver, who hath lately paſſed it away by ſale, to the college of All

ſouls, in Oxford.

Lords is the laſt place of account in Shelvich. In the reign of Edward the ſecond,

and Edward the third, it had owners of that firname ; but ever fince the latter part

of Richard the ſecond, it hath conſtantly acknowledged the family of Giles, until

this preſent, to have been its ſucceſſive proprietors. One of this family, called

Alexander Giles, was ſteward to the abbot of Leſnes, in the reign of Edward the

third, and I have ſeen a releaſe under his hand and ſeal, given to one John Walden,

of Erith, in the twenty fifth of the aboveſaid prince, for ſome ſervices due from

that perſon of the covent aboveſaid.

SEVINGTON, in the hundreds of Charts and Longbridge, was, in ages of as

high as any record can ſtep to, the Barrie's, a family of great antiquity in this track.

Sir Roger de Barrie is in the regiſter of thoſe, who were engaged in Ireland, under

Henry the ſecond, where he was the firſt, as Mr. Camden reports, which manned and

brought the hawk to hand; and grew up to that repute, that he was called by the

Iriſh Barriemore, or the great Barrie. William de Barrie, this man’s ſucceſſor, was

one of the recognitores magne aſſe, for this county, in the time of king John, and

lived at the Moat in this pariſh, where many of his ſucceſſors, who were lieutenants

of Dover-caſtle, and conſervators of the peace in Kent, had their reſidence; the

1aſt of whom was Robert Barrie, whoſe female heir brought this manor to Radcliff,

and he not many years ſince conveyed the Moat to Alcock, by whoſe daughter and

heir it is now united to the demean of Bois.

SEVENOKE, is like a fountain which ſtreams into ſeveral places of note, which

we cannot paſs by without ſome conſideration. The firſt is Blackhall, which was the

poſſeſſion of a family called Totihurſt , the firſt of whom I find poſſeſſed of it was

William de Totihurſt, and he flouriſhed here, as appears by the ancient court-rolls,

a great part of the reign of Edward the third, and Richard the ſecond. The next

whom I find by the ſame evidences ſettled in the inheritance, is Thomas Totihurſt,

and he held it in the reign of Henry the fifth, and Henry the ſixth, and had iſſue

Robert Totihurſt, who was, as appears by an inſcription upon his tomb, ſervant to

cardinal Bourchier, and died poſſeſſed of this manor, in the year 1512, and tranſ.

mitted it to his ſon Thomas Totihurſt, Eſquire, juſtice of the peace of this county,

who about the beginning of queen Elizabeth, alienated it to Sir Ralph Boſwell, great

grand-father to Sir Leonard Boſwell, who dying without iſſue, his ſiſter the lady

- - - - - - Boſwell, widow to Sir William Boſwell, as heir general to her brother, is

now entered upon it.

Brabourne is the ſecond place of account. The firſt whom I find poſſeſſed it, was

Baldwin de Betun, earl of Albemarle. Falcatius de Brent, who ſo vigorouſly aſſert

ed the cauſe, and quarrel of king John againſt his barons, and afterwards merited

very much of his ſon Henry the third, at the battle of Lincoln, where a con

ſiderable part of thoſe forces, which Lewis, the Dauphin of France had tranſported

into England, to ſupport the confederacy of the ſeditious barons, was diſſipated and

diſcomfited. But afterwards, all national animoſities being charmed into ſlumber

by a general peace, he deſiring ſtill to improve the flame of war, ſince from that he

expected both heat and light, ſeized on the caſtle of Bedford, which was not wrung

from him without the expence of much blood and treaſure; to expiate which

crime, his eſtates here and elſewhere, was in the fifth year of Henry the third, for

feited to the crown, as being the price of ſo great an inſolence. And then the

aboveſaid monarch granted it wholly to Baldwin de Beten, earl of Albemarle ; and

IHawis, his daughter and co-heir, brought it to her huſband William Mareſchall,

earl of Pembroke 3 but Gilbert Mareſchall, this man's ſucceſſor, dying without

4 M iſſue,
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iſſue, Roger de Bigod, earl of Norfolk, in right of Mawde his mother, who was

his ſiſter and heir, entered upon it, and he in the eleventh year of Edward the firſt,

gives it to Otho, lord Grandiſon. After this family was worn out, I find, by an

ancient court-roll, one Walter de Pevenley or Pemley, poſſeſſed of it, in the reign

of Edward the third, and he, it is poſſible, erected the houſe, whic h in old deeds is

written Pevenley or Pemley-court. But, before the beginning of Henry the ſixth,

this family was extinguiſhed and gone, and then the Aſhe's were the ſucceeding pro
prietors, a family which before were lords of murch land in this track, and in ancient

deeds were written de Fraxino, from their habitation, near ſome place planted with

thoſe trees; and it is probable derived their deſcent from Thomas de Effe, who was

one of the recognitores magne aſſe, in the fourth year of king John, as appears by.

the pipe-rolls of that time; and certainly to this name did a conſiderable part of

the fabrick of the houſe owe its firſt original, as appears by the coat in divers of

the windows ; videlicet, azure, three chevrons argent. In fine, after this feat and

manor had for many years been reſident in this family, it was, about the beginning

of queen Elizabeth, alienated to Mr. Ralph Boſwell, whoſe great grand-child dying

without iſſue, his ſiſter, the lady Margaret Boſwell, is now become the heir general

of this place.

Rumpſted, and in very old evidences written Rumpſhot, was the inheritance of a

family, which was known by that ſirname. It is ſuperfluous to inform the world

how many, by old deeds, are repreſented to have been poſſeſſors of this place, a

mongſt whom Sir William de Rumpſted is moſt eminent, who flouriſhed here, in

the reign of Edward the third, and, as the conſtant and ſucceſſive tradition of the

inhabitants of this pariſh is, was foſter-father to William de Sevenoke, who was

found a deſolate and forlorn orphan in the hollow body of an oak, received both

reception and education from the charity and benevolence of the above-mentioned

perſon, in whoſe lineage the propriety of this place did not long after ſettle; for

by an old court-roll, I find it in the reign of Henry the ſixth, in the tenure of Ni

ſell ; but this family not long after determining in a female heir, ſhe by marrying

with Bere, brought it to acknowledge itſelf to be one of the intereſt of this family.

but ſtaid not long in the name; for about the beginning of Henry the eighth, it

was made by purchaſe the poſſeſſion of Peckham, from whom, not many years af

ter, by the ſame fatality, it went away to Bedell. Nicholas Bedell, in the third and

fourth of Philip and Mary, demiſed it to John Stacy of Hellenden, and John Stacy,

in the fourth and fifth of Philip and Mary, conveys it to Richard Lone, and his

ſucceſſor, Mr. Richard Lone, hath very lately, by ſale, tranſmitted his intereſt hero

to Thomas Lambert, formerly of Weſt-Combe, in Greenwich, Eſquire.

Knoll is the laſt place of account in Sevenoke. It had, in times of elder inſcription.

the ſame owner with Brabourne, and Seale, not far diſtant, as namely, Falcatius de

Brent, Baldwin de Betun, earl of Albemarle, William Mareſchall, earl of Pem

broke, and Roger de Bigod, earl of Norfolk, who in the eleventh year of Edward

the firſt, granted it with Seale, and much other land, which devolved to him in right

of Mawde his mother, who was ſiſter and heir to her brother Gilbert le Mareſchall,

earl of Pembroke, to Otho de Grandiſon, and in his deſcendants did it continue,

until the beginning of Richard the ſecond, and then it was conveyed by Sir Thomas

Grandiſon, to Geffrey de Say; yet I do not find that the poſſeſſion of this place en

3. planted in Grandiſon, for an inquiſition taken after the death of Reginald de

Cobham, in the thirty-fifth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 62. Parte

primá, repreſents him to have had ſome ſhare or concern in it; yet however it

were thus broken into parcels, the inheritance of this manor was wholly, after this,

placed in Geffrey de Say, as appears by ſome court-rolls, which commence from the

reign of Richard the ſecond; but he determining in daughters and co-heirs, Joan,

one of them, upon the diviſion of his eſtate, brought this as an addition to the pa

trimony of her huſband Sir William Fiennes; and in this family, when the poſſeſſion

had had a reſpite, until the reign of Edward the fourth, it was by Sir William

Fiennes paſſed away by ſale to Thomas Bourchier, archbiſhop of Canterbury, who

added much of pomp and magnificence, by a new ſupplement or ſtructure to the

ancient pile or fabrick, and dying bequeathed it to the ſee of Canterbury, as a con

venient

i
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venient palace for his ſucceſſors; but when William Warham, archbiſhop of Can- .

terbury, in the reign of Henry the eighth, ſaw that the grandeur of this manſion

was looked upon, both with an eye of emulation and envy, by the laity of thoſe

times, he, to allay that murmur and regret, in the twelfth year of the aboveſaid

prince, exchanged it with the crown; and here it reſted, until Edward the ſixth, in

the ſecond year of his reign, granted it to Edward Seymour, duke of Somerſet,

protećtor of the realm, in the minority of that prince; who being convićted cf

felony, in the fourth year of that king, it eſcheated back to the crown; and then it

was in that year, by a new grant, ſettled on John Dudley, duke of Northumberland;

but he being intoxicated with the fumes of ambition, broke out into ſuch treaſon

able and ſeditious pračtices, againſt the right and title of queen Mary, that they

could not be expiated, but with the loſs of his life, and forfeiture of his eſtate; and

then this ſeat, upon his unſucceſsful exit, returning to the crown, it was by the above

ſaid princeſs granted to her couſin Reginald Poole cardinal, for his life, and a year

after, as he ſhould by teſtament diſpoſe. After his death, it reverts again to the

crown, and then queen Elizabeth, in the third year of her reign, grants it to Robert

Dudley, earl of Leiceſter, and he the ſame year reſigning it back into the hands of

his ſovereign, it was by leaſe made over to John Lennard, of Chevening, Eſquire;

but the fee-ſimple was by royal conceſſion inveſted, in the ſeventeenth year of queen

Elizabeth, in Thomas Sackvill, lord Buckhurſt, and his grand-child Richard Sack

vill, earl of Dorſet, almoſt in our remembrance, conveyed the fee-ſimple (reſerv

ing it yet ſtill in leaſe to himſelf and his heirs, paying ſuch a rent-charge, as is

there ſpecified, for ninety and nine years) to Mr. Henry Smith, vulgarly called

Dog-Smith ; who upon his deceaſe, not many years ſince, ſettled the propriety of

it for ever upon St. Thomas's hoſpital, in Southwark.

The honour of Sevenoke was granted by queen Elizabeth, to her kinſman Henry

Carey, lord Hunſdon, in the firſt year of her reign, from whom it devolved to his

grand-child Henry Carey, earl of Dover; he paſſed it away by ſale to Richard Sack

vill, earl of Dorſet, who alienated his intereſt in it to Mr. Henry Smith, who upon

his above-mentioned deceaſe, gave it with Knoll, which both were exchanged, and

fo united to the royal demean by William Warham, to the hoſpital of St. Thomas,

in Southwark.

Kepington is the laſt place confiderable in this pariſh, which was wrapt up in that

demean, which owned the ſignory of the lords Cobham, of Cobham, as appears

by an inquiſition taken in the thirty-fifth year of Edward the third, Raº. Eſc. Num.

62. Parte ſecundá, and after a decurſion of ſeveral deſcents, came by the heir general

of this family, to be poſſeſſed by Brook, whoſe deſcendant, about the beginning

of queen Elizabeth, conveyed it to Burges, and by his ſiſter and heir it came over

to Hanger, who alienated it to Cowper, and he not long ſince to Mr. Thomas

Farnaby.

SPELHERST, in the hundreds of Somerden, Codſheath, and Watchlingſtone,

hath many places in it of repute. Firſt, Grome-bridge, which is a chapel of eaſe be.

longing to Spelherſt, and is dedicated to St. John ; it is in old regiſters written

Gromen-bridge, and Gormen-bridge, from ſome Saxon, who was anciently owner of

it, as Godmancheſter in Huntingdonſhire, upon the ſame account, in old orthogra

phy, bears the name of Gormoncheſter, a Saxon having been poſſeſſor of it of that

denomination. This manor, in elder times, confeſſed the dominion and title of the

noble family of Cobham. Henry de Cobham, and Joan his wife, obtained a market

to be obſerved weekly on the Thurſday, and a fair three days yearly 5 videlicet, the

vigil, the day of St. John Port-latine, and the day after, as is manifeſt from an old

charter, which I have ſeen, whoſe date commences from the fourteenth year of

Edward the firſt, the market and fair were kept, where now the new chapel is erected

by the piety and expence of that worthy patriot John Packer, Eſquire, late one of

the clerks of the privy ſeal. After the Cobhams were departed from the poſſeſſion

of this place, the lords Clinton became, by purchaſe, proprietors of it; and John

de Clinton, who was often ſummoned to fit as baron in parliament, in the time of

Richard the ſecond, died poſſeſſed of it, in the twenty-ſecond year of that prince,

- *. * Ref.
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Rot. Eſ. Num, 16. from whom the title flowed in this family, until the latter end of

Henry the fourth, and then it was paſſed away to Waller of Lamberherſt, where,

and iſ Suſſex, they were before maſters of very ample poſſeſſions ; for. Thomas

Waller, and Katharine his wife, granted to Thomas Waller, of Lamberherſt, his

father, Richard Brenchley and John Brook, all his lands, meſſuages, and tenements,

in the villages and pariſhes of Rotherfield, Withebam, Wadhurſt, Lamberherſt,

Little Horſted, Alfrićheſton, and Buckſted, together with the moiety of the ad

vowſon of the church of Little Horſted, as appears, Clauſ I 1. Richardi ſecundi in

Dorſ, Memb, 35. Richard Waller, Eſquire, was ſheriff of Kent, the ſixteenth year

of Henry the fixth, and kept his ſhrievalty at Grome-bridge, and was before ſheriff

of Surry and Suſſex, in the twelfth year of that prince. This is that renowned

ſoldier, that in the time of Henry the fifth, took Charles duke of Orleans, general

of the French army, priſoner at the battle of Agincourt, brought him over into

England, and held him in honourable reſtraint or cuſtody at Grome-bridge, which a

imanuſcript in the heralds-office, notes to be twenty-four years; in the time of which

his receſs, he newly erre&ted the houſe at Grome-bridge upon the old foundation,

and was a benefactor to the repair of Spelherſt church, where his arms remain in

ſtone-work over the church porch; but, left ſuch a fignal piece of ſervice might

remain entombed in the ſepulchre of unthankful forgetfulneſs, the prince, to con

vey the memory of this glorious action to poſterity, aſſigned to this Richard Waller,

and his heirs for ever, an additional creſt, videlicet, the arms or eſcocheon of France,

hanging by a label on an oak, with this motto affixed, Ha Fručius lirtutis. This

Richard was great grand-father to William Waller, of Grome-bridge, Eſquire,

ſheriff of Kent, the twenty-ſecond year of Henry the eighth, and he was father to

Sir Walter Wailer, who was grandfather to Sir William Waller, now poſſeſſor of

Wincheſter-caſtle, and father of Sir Thomas Waller ; which Sir Thomas, almoſt in

our fathers memory, paſſed away Grome-bridge to Thomas Sackville, earl of Dor

ſet, whoſe grand-child Richard, earl of Dorſet, not many years ſince conveyed it to
John Packer, Eſquire, father to . . . . . . Packer, Eſquire, now poſſeſſor of this place.

There was a chantry founded at Grome-bridge, in the thirty-eighth year of Henry

the third, by William Ruſſell, and Hawis his wife, as appears by the firſt book of

compoſitions in Regiſtro Rofferſ.

Hollands, in this pariſh, next calls for a view. It was, in ages of a very high date.

the patrimony of a noble family of that ſirname, and are in the chartularies of this

pariſh, recorded to have been great benefactors to the church of Spelherſt, and

were allied to Thomas Holland, earl of Kent, who married with Joan, daughter of

Edmund of Woodſtock; but, before the beginning of Henry the ſixth, this family

was worn out, and vaniſhed, and then the Wallers ſtepped into the poſſeſſion, in

which family the right of it did many years reſide, until it was in our fathers memory

alienated to:Thomas Sackville, earl of Dorſet, from whoſe ſucceſſor it paſſed away

by ſale to Lindſey, and from him, not many years ſince, the like revolution carried

it off to Caldicot.

Ferbies is another ſeat of no vulgar conſideration in Spelherſt, if we confider

that it gave firname to a family of important account in this track, who had their

ancient reſidence at this place, and ſealed, as high as Edward the third, with a feſs

ermin, between three goats heads eraſed, in labels affixed to their deeds, which was the pa

ternal coat-armour of John de Fereby (for ſo is the name written in ancient muni

ments) who flouriſhed in the reign of Edward the ſecond and Edward the third.

But this man's poſterity being deſirous to tranſplant themſelves to Pauls Crey, where

they had before purchaſed lands, called Hokinden of Dynley, about the latter end

of Richard the ſecond, conveyed that eſtate they had here, about the beginning of

Henry the fixth, to Waller of Grome-bridge, and continued for many years folded

up in the revenue of that family, until very lately it varied its poſſeſſor, being by

purchaſe made the inheritance of alderman Chiverton, of London.

Ruft-hall, in this pariſh, had likewiſe proprietors of that ſirname, one of which

family called John Ruſt, was mayor .P Feverſham, in the reign of Henry the

ſixth, and there lies entombed, and about that age, this family ſurrendered their

concerns here by ſale to Waller, in which name it reſided, until the forty-ſecond

- year
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year of queen Elizabeth ; and then it was conveyed by Richard Waller, Eſquire,
to Mr. George Stacy; who not long after paſſed it away to Bing, in which family

the poſſeſſion is at this inſtant fixed.

Ewberſ! is the laſt place which muſt be mentioned, and indeed it is worth our re.

cording, becauſe this and Read in Marden, was the ancient patrimony of Read,

inany deſcents before. Sir Robert Read, lord chief juſtice of the common pleas, in

the reign of Henry the ſeventh, tranſplanted himſelf to Chiddingſtone, by marrying

with the co-heir of Alphew, yet ſtill remained poſſeſſor of this place, which he tranſ

mitted with Katharine, one of his four daughters and co-heirs, married to Sir

Thomas Willoughby, and after the title had been united to this family, by the links

of ſome deſcent, it was by ſale not long ſince transferred to Knight.

SIBERTS-WOULD, vulgarly called Shepeards-well, lies in the hundred of

Bewborough, and hath two places in it worth our notice. The firſt is Weſt-court,

which was given (as the records of Chriſt church teſtify) to Alfric the abbot, by

king Etheldred, in the year 944, and conveyed not long after by Scotlandus the

abbot, his ſucceſſor, to the archbiſhop of Canterbury, and hath been ever ſince as

a limb or branch of that ſee.

Upton-court is a ſecond place of repute. Several old dateleſs deeds diſcover to us,

that it was in elder times the patrimony of a family called Upton; from whom it is

probable, that the Uptons of Feverſham, who for many years have flouriſhed there

under a fair eſtimate of antiquity, were originally deſcended; but before the end of

Edward the third, this family was crumbled away at this place, and then the Goldſ.

burghs or Goldſboroughs, were inveſted in the poſſeſſion, and remained maſters of

this ſeat, until the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, and then this name began to

moulder away into decay and oblivion, and ſurrendered their intereſt here by ſale to

Guldford, in which name it found an abode, until the latter end of Henry the

eighth, and then it was conveyed to John Bois, Eſquire, anceſtor to John Bois, of

Fredvill, Eſquire, now lord and proprietor of it.

SWINKFIELD, in the hundred of Folkſtone, was originally, and as high as

any evidence will leave us any track or print to walk by to a diſcovery, the poſ

ſeſſion of the noble family of Crioll, who held here two little manors called Bon

ington, alias Bointon, and Northcourt, which were both given by Nicholas Keriell,

or Crioll, in the third year of Richard the ſecond, to one John Phineux, Eſquire,

for that protećtion and ſhelter, which he by a magnanimous and vigorous aſſiſtance

ſupplied him with, even to the ſaving of his life, at the battle of Poictiers, and

being thus faſtened to this family, the intereſt of both theſe places continued in

termingled with their inheritance, until they came, by ſucceſſive deſcent, to be

poſſeſſed by John Phineux, Eſquire, extracted from a ſon by a ſecond wife of Sir

Joſeph Phineux the judge, who determined in a daughter and heir, married to Sir

John Smith, who in her right was inveſted in the property of both theſe places, from

whom they are now come down to his grand-child Philip Smith, viſcount Strangford.

There was a praeceptory here at Swingfield, which belonged to the knights hoſ

pitalers, of the nature, capacity, and condition of which I have ſpoken before at

Little-Peckham, which upon the ſuppreſſion of their order here in England, was by

Henry the eighth, in the thirty third of his reign, granted to Sir Anthony Aucher;

who not long after paſſed it away to Palmer, deſcended from an ancient family of

that ſirname in Suſſex, ſo that it is now the inheritance of Sir Henry Palmer, of

Wingham, baronet. - - -

In the twentieth year of Edward the third, John Monins held land here, and

paid reſpective aid for it, as the Book of Aid informs me, at making the Black

Prince knight. I ſhould not have mentioned this record, but to ſhew, that this

noble and eminent family (I am bold to call them ſo, ſince the above-mentioned

John Monins is ſtiled in the former record, Eſquire) can put in its claim to as high

and illuſtrious deſcent, as moſt of the families of this county can juſtly and

primitively entitle themſelves to. -

SNODLAND, in the hundred of Larkfield, was given to the priory of St.

Andrews, in Rocheſter, by Egbert, king of the Weſt-Saxons, in the year 838, and

is an appendage to Halling, being ſettled by Henry the eighth, upon the ſuppreſſion

of the former convent, on the dean and chapter of Rocheſter.

4 N The
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The Courtlodge, by the church, was, as high as I can by the guide and direétion of

the evidence trace out, the Palmers, who, as appears by very ancient deeds, ſealed

with a chevron, between three Palmers ſtrips. William le Palmer, who was owner

both of this and Rye-houſe, in Otford, flouriſhed here in the reign of Edward the

third, and ſtood depićted in the church-window, with the above-recited arms on his

tabard or ſurcoat, until ſome rude hand defaced the fignature. Another of his name

lies entombed in Snodland church, whoſe epitaph, alluding to his name, is regiſtered

by Weaver, amongſt his printed monuments, of the dioceſe of Rocheſter; and after

this name was extinguiſhed at this place, the Leeds's were the next family, who by

purchaſe entituled themſelves to the poſſeſſion of it, and I remember amongſt ſome

church-notes of this county, colle&ted by the eminent Robert Glover, Eſquire,

there is mention of one William Leeds, who lies intered in Snodland church, with

his arms, viz. a feſ; between three eagles, affixed to his grave-ſtone; but it ſeems the

date, portraiture, and coat, being inſculped in braſs, were by ſacrilegious hands

torn off, for now there is no appearance of them, nor of this family neither, who

not many years ſince, diſpoſſeſſed themſelves of their intereſt in this place, and by

ſalegave it up to Whitfield of Canterbury.

There is a ſecond ſeat in Snodland, called Holoway-court, and in the Book of Aid,

mention is made of one Henry de Holoway that held it in elder times, about the be

ginning of Henry the third ; but upon a ſerious peruſal of the evidences, and mu

niments, which did relate to this manſion, I found it, as high as they reached, that

is, to the reign of Edward the third, to be the inheritance of the Tilghmans; and

feveral very old panes of glaſs are coloured with that coat of arms, which the

Tilghmans are entered with, in the laſt viſitation of Kent, and in this name was

the poſſeſſion for many deſcents permanent, till ſome forty years ſince, or more,

it was by ſale conveyed to Clotworthy, extracted from the Clotworthies of Devon,

who by teſtamentary donation, tranſmitted the intereſt of it to his ſiſter's ſon, Mr.

Thomas Williams.

STONE, in the hundred of Feverſham, was, when it flouriſhed moſt, but a

chapel of eaſe to Tenham; but it is grown up to ſome repute, ſince Simon de Lang

ton, archdeacon of the church of Canterbury, brother to Stephen de Langton, the

archbiſhop, gave to the monks of Chriſt-church, in Canterbury, in the year 1227,

omnes decimas majores & minores, de Copton & Eylwarton, infra limites capelle de

Stone. Now this Copton and Eylwarton were manors anciently given to the monks

of Canterbury, by Edmund, ſon of queen Edgiva, ad vičium eorum, for the ſupply

of diet, in the year of our Lord 98o.

Wildemerſ, in this village, deſerves a remembrance, in that it was part of the pa

trimony of the ancient family of Donett; for it was in the enjoyment of John

Donett at his death, which was in the thirty-fifth year of Edward the third. But

not long did it fix there; for James Donett, his ſucceſſor, died without iſſue-male,

and left only a daughter and heir called Margery, who being married to John St.

Leger, this in her right went into the poſſeſſion of that family; from whom the

ordinary revolution of ſale, conveyed it to Richard Dryland, from which name,

by the like channel, the inheritance flowed into Sir Anthony Aucher, predeceſſor

to Sir Anthony Aucher, of Bourne; and here, for ought I yet can collect, is the

fee-fimple of it ſettled. -

STONE, in the hundred of Acſtane, had formerly a caſtle, which acknowledged

the Northwoods for its founders, as their arms inſculped in the old ſtone-work, now

diſmantled, did eaſily demonſtrate. In the twentieth year of Edward the third,

John de Northwood paid reſpective aid at making the Black Prince knight, for

his manor and caſtle, and although it now lies wrapped up in its own ruins, yet the

ſhell or ſkeleton of it, within which Sir Richard Wiltſhire laid the foundation of -

that fabrick now extant, repreſents to the eye ſome ſymptoms of its former ſtrength

and magnificence. From Northwood it paſſed away by ſale to Butivant, corruptiy

called Bonivant, and from this family a fatality like the former carried it down to

Chomley; from him, by as quick a current, the fee-ſimple was tranſported to

Chapman, whoſe widow Elizabeth Chapman, being re-married to Joſeph Preſton,

he in her right, as I find by ſome court-rolls, was poſſeſſed of it; but her ſon

Thomas Chapman, about the latter end of Henry the eighth, concluded in Anne

his
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his ſole heir, who by marrying with Mr. William Carew, devolved the right on his

family; from whom, in right of that alliance, it is now deſcended to his ſucceſſor

Mr. Henry Carew.

Littlebroke, in this pariſh, did firſt own a family of that firmame, as is evident from

ancient dateleſs deeds, wherein Laurence de Broke is repreſented to have been

poſſeſſor of it; but this family before the end of Edward the third, had deſerted

the poſſeſſion, and tranſplanted it by ſale into Northwood; and John Northwood,

about the latter end of Richard the ſecond, paſſed it away to Roger Apylton; which

Roger lies buried (as the date on his tomb informs us) in Crayford-church, in the

year 14oo. And from him does Sir Henry Apylton, baronet, not only claim his
deſcent, but his intereſt in this manor alſo. - -

The manor of Cotton * is embraced within the precinéts of Stone likewiſe. It

was, as high any private or publick record can condućt us on to a diſcovery, the

poſſeſſion of a family who extracted their firname from hence, and had the appel

lation of Coton or Cotton. John de Cotton held this manor in the twentieth year

of Edward the third, and paid a reſpe&tive ſupply for it at making the Black Prince,

knight, and from their identity of armorals (this family ſealing with a chevron, be

tween three griffins heads eraſed) I gueſs it is probable the noble family of Cotton, of

Lanwade, in Cambridgeſhire, was originally extraćted from hence. But about the

entrance of Henry the eighth, I find this family diſlodged from this place, and the

propriety tranſplanted into Killingworth, of Sutton at Hone, in whom the title had

not been long preſerved, when a devolution like the former conveyed it to Sir

Richard Wiltſhire, who going out in a daughter and heir, by her it came to Sir

Richard Wingfield, from which family, in our fathers memory, the fee-ſimple was

carried off by ſale to Evans, and by the heir general of this name, it is not long

iſince come to confeſs the ſignory of the ancient family of Maſſingbeard.

The manor of Stone itſelf was (as the records of the church of Rocheſter inti

mate) given to Godwin, then biſhop of that ſee, and the priory of St. Andrews in

that city, by king Etheldred, in the year nine hundred.

STOKE, in the hundred of Hoo, was given to the priory of St. Andrews, in

Rocheſter, by Eadbert, king of kent, in the year 762. And upon the ſuppreſſion,

being ſurrendered to the crown, it was by Henry the eighth ſettled on his newly

erected dean and chapter of Rocheſter. But here are two places which are of ſecular

intereſt. The firſt is Malmains, which yielded both ſeat and firname to a family

which fell under that denomination ; for I find John de Malmains, ſon of Henry,

died poſſeſſed of it, in the tenth year of Edward the ſecond, and in this family it re

mained, until the latter end of Richard the ſecond, and then it was conveyed to

Iden, a family of generous rank in elder times about Rolvenden, and here it lay

couched in the demean of this family, until the latter end of Henry the eighth, and

then it was paſſed away to Joſeph Park, who dying without iſſue-male, ſettled it on

Elizabeth, his ſole heir, married to Joſeph Roper, Eſquire, from whom by paternal

fucceſſion, the inheritance came down to his deſcendant Chriſtopher Roper, baron of

Tenham, who left it to his ſecond ſon William Roper, Eſquire, who not long ſince

hath conveyed it to . . . . Jones, of the Inner Temple, Eſquire. Tuder's is the ſecond,

which anciently confeſſed a family of that appellation to be its original poſſeſſors,

whoſe name was in all probability primitively Theodore, for I have ſeen an ancient

roll of Kentiſh arms, wherein Tuder, of Stoke, bears the ſame coat with Owen

Theodore, vulgarly called Tuder, viz. azure, a chevron between three helmets argent.

But to proceed ; when this family diſlodged from this, for want of intelligence I

confeſs I know not ; only in the reign of Henry the eighth, I find it poſſeſſed by

Woodward, in which family the title remained inveſted until the entrance of queen

Elizabeth, and then it was conveyed to Wilkins, from whom, by a quick alienation

it went away, and reſigned up its intereſt by ſale to Bright, and in the revenue of his

deſcendant is the property of it yet wrapped up.

STOURMOUTH, in the hundred of Blengate, was a piece of that large re

venue, which owned the ſignory of Huſſey. In the fifth year of Henry the third,

Henry

* This manor of Cotton was granted to William afterwards Heron, Harrington, and Manning ſuc
Cecill, lord Burleigh, and Sir Francis Walfingham, ceſſively enjoyed it upon the ſame conditions, and

for a thouſand years, in the fifth of queen Elizabeth; the heirs of Manning are now entituled to it.
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Henry le Huſſey obtained a charter of free-warren to his manor of Stourmouth,

and his grand-child Henry le Huſſey died poſſeſſed of it, in the fixth year of Edward

the third, but alas ! neither the nobleneſs of the name, nor wideneſs of the franchiſe

could keep this family from departing from this place; for about the latter end of

Henry the fourth, I find it in the tenure of the eminent family of Apulderfield; but

ſettled not long here, for Sir William de Apulderfield, about the middle cf Edward

the fourth, concluded in Elizabeth Apulderfield, who was his ſole daughter and heir,

who by marrying with Sir Joſeph Phineux, lord chief juſtice of the King's-bench,

in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, made it his demean ; but the title of this place

did not long fix here ; for, he dying without iſſue-male, Jane his only daughter be

came his only heir, who by marrying of Joſeph Roper, Eſquire, of St. Dunſtan's,

in Canterbury, linked it to the demean of this family; from whom, in a continued

current of deſcent, the propriety of it is now fiowed down to William Roper, a cadet

or younger branch of this item.

SHORNE, in the hundred of Shamell, was, as high as the reign of king John, the

patrimony of the noble family of Nevil. jordanus, and in ſome old deeds written

jollanus de Nevil, was his ſon and heir, who held this manor in the thirtieth year of

Henry the third; but after him I can track no farther mention of this family at this

place; for in the fifty fourth of Henry the third, as appears by the pipe-roll of that

year, I diſcover Roger de Norwood to be the lord of the fee; this was that Roger

de Norwood, who diſdaining to have his lands held in that lazy and ſluggiſh tenure

of Gavelkind, changed it into the more active one of knight's ſervice, in the four

teenth year of Henry the third, ſtill reſerving to himſelf, by that licence by which

he obtained a grant of the firſt, to reſerve the ancient rent whereby his lands held,

even in the time of the Conqueror; and he in the thirteenth year of Edward the

firſt, died poſſeſſed of this manor, and all its perquiſites at Oiſterland, in Cliff, and

other places, and left it to his ſon and heir Sir John de Norwood, who together

with his eldeſt ſon Sir John de Norwood, accompanied that triumphant prince Edward

the firſt, in his vićtorious deſign undertaken againſt the Scots, in the twenty-eighth

of his reign. The manor of Shorn, holding by this tenure, viz. to carry a white

banner forty days together at their own charge, whenſoever the king ſhould com

mence a war in Scotland, as appears by an inquiſition taken after the death of Roger

de Norwood, in the thirty-fifth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 23. Parte

fecunda. And this was cuſtomary, not only in England, but elſewhere ; for Mr.

Selden, in his title of honour, obſerves out of Preluſius's diſcourſes upon the ſtate

of Poland, in the year 1530, Albert, marquiſs of Brandenburg, and marquiſs of the

Teutonick or Dutch order in Pruſſia, received his inveſtiture into that 1)uchy, per

vexilli traditionem, by the delivery of a banner from the hands of Sigiſmund, king of

Poland, and his brother George, at his being enſtated in that ſignory by this cere

remony, and was ſuo & fratrum nomine vexillum contingere, in his own, and the name

of his brother, to place his hands upon the banner; and when the above-mentioned

banner was delivered to an heir, who had not his title and right free from the claim

of an ambiguous and perplexed competition, he was only admitted ad contačium ex

tremitatum vexilli ejuſdem, to touch the utmoſt extreme parts of this banner. The tenure

which was annexed to this inveſture, was this, to aſſiſt the king of Poland with an

hundred horſe, whenſoever heſhould perſonally advanceinto the field againſt an enemy.

But to return; Joſeph de Norwood was the laſt of this name, whom I find ſettled in

the inheritance of Shorne, and he enjoyed it at his deceaſe, which was in the ſecond

year of Richard the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 35. But before the latter end of the

reign of that prince, it was removed from the poſſeſſion of Norwood, and by ſale

placed in the noble and ancient family of Savage, of Bobbing-court; but not long

after Sir Arnold Savage determining in Eleanor, his ſole inheritrix, who was firſt

married to Sir Reginald Cobham, by whom ſhe had no iſſue, and after to William

Clifford, Eſquire, ſhe by this alliance united it to the patrimony of this laſt family,

and after the Cliffords were diveſted of the poſſeſſion, the family of Brook, barons

of Cobham, ſucceeded in the inhetitance, the laſt of whom who enjoyed it, was

Henry lord Cobham, who being attainted in the reign of king James, the propriety

of it was purchaſed of the crown, by Robert earl of Saliſbury, who paſſed it away to

Sir Joſeph Lewſon, father to Sir Richard Lewſon, of the county of Stafford, who

deſiring to circumſcribe and collect his ſcattered intereſt which lay diſperſed in

ſeveral
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ſeveral parcels in this county, into the cloſer circumference of Staffordſhire; alienated

this manor, almoſt in our remembrance, with all its adjunéts at Oiſterland, in Cliff,

and other perquiſites and out-ſkirts, to Mr. Woodier of Rocheſter, in whoſe lineage

and name the title of it at this inſtant lies treaſured up.

Ockington in this pariſh, was a limb that made up the body of that revenue, which

anciently did ſwell into ſo vaſt a bulk and dimenſion in this track, and acknowledged

for proprietors the noble family of Cobham, as appears by an intuiſition taken in

the ſixth of Edward III. Rot. Eſc. Num. 45, where Stephen de Cobham was then

found to have been poſſeſſed of it at his death, and from him was the title in a ſuc

ceſſive ſtream of deſcents wafted down to the reign of Henry VII. and then it was

by ſale tranſplanted into Sir Henry Wiat, where it flouriſhed, being ſupported with

the ſap and verdure of ſo noble a family, until the fourth year of Edward VI. and at

that time, it was by ſale torn off from this name, for then Sir Thomas Wiat alienated

it to Sir Anthony St Leger, and he paſſed it away to George Brook, lord Cobham,

about the ſeventh year of Edward VI. whoſe great grand-child Sir William Brook,

knight of the Bath, dying in the year 1643, without iſſue-male, it deſcended to Sir

John Brook, reſtored to the barony of Cobham, by the laſt king, in the year 1644,

as being reverſioner in entail.

Roundal, though now ſhrunk into negleåted ruins, was in elder times the firſt ſeat

of the noble family of Cobham, from whence upon its decay they were tranſplanted

to Cobham-hall, and was the cradle of men very eminent in their reſpective gene

rations; of whom take this brief proſpect. * Henry de Cobham is enrolled in the

liſt of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen who were concerned with Richard I. at the ſiege of

Acon. † Reginald de Cobham accompanied Henry III. in his expedition againſt the

Welſh, in the forty-ſecond year of his reign. Sir Henry, Sir Reginald, Sir Stephen,

and Sir Henry de Cobham, who lies buried here at Shorne, are in the catalogue

of thoſe Kentiſh knights, who ſupported the cauſe and quarrel of Edward I. at the

ſiege of Carlaverock in Scotland, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign. Joſeph de

Cobham was frequently ſummoned to ſit in parliament as baron, in the reign of Ed

ward III. Richard de Cobham was made knight banneret by Edward III. for his ex

emplary ſervice performed againſt the Scots, as appears, Pat. Edw. tertii parte ſecunda

memb. 22. This manor eſcheating to the crown upon the attainder of Henry lord Cob

ham, in the ſecond year of king James, it was by that prince granted to Lodowick,

dukeof Lenox, who upon his deceaſe bequeathed it to his nephew James, duke of Lenox,

who being lately dead, Eſme, duke of Lenox, his only ſon, is now heir apparent of it.

STOWTING lies in a hundred which borrows its name from this place. In the

reign of king John, fundry ancient records which have an aſpect upon that prince's

time inform us, that Stephen de Haringod was lord of this manor, and had the grant

of a market to be held weekly at this place on the Tueſday, and a fair to be obſerved

yearly for the ſpace of two days, viz. the vigil, and day of aſſumption of the Virgin

Mary, as is manifeſt, Cart. 16. Rot. Num, 43. and died poſſeſſed of it in the forty

firſt of Henry III. But after this man’s exit, I can track no more of this ſtem or

ſtock to have been proprietors of it. The next family which was ſucceſſively en

tituled to the poſſeſſion, was the noble family of Burghurſt or Burwaſh, the firſt of

which, whom by ſome old deeds I diſcover to have held this place, was Batholomew

de Burwaſh, who received the order of knighthood by Edward I. for his noble

and generous aſſiſtance given to that prince at the ſiege of Carlaverock, in the

twenty eighth of his reign ; and he had iſſue Stephen de Burwaſh, who obtained a

charter of free-warren to his manors Stowting, Sifleſton, Ditton, and Burwaſh, in

Chiddington, in the firſt year of Edward III and died poſſeſſed of this manor

and hundred, in the third year of that prince's government, as appears, Rot. Eſc.

Num. 41. and from him did it deſcend to his grand-child Bartholomew lord Burwaſh,

who in the forty-third of the abovelaid monarch, conveyed this manor with much

other land to Sir Walter de Paveley, knight of the garter; in which family the

poſſeſſion was conſtant, but until the beginning of Richard II. and then it.

was paſſed away by ſale to Trivet; from whom the ſame fatality, about the fifteenth

4 O year

.* Ex veteri rotulo penes Edward Dering, Militan + Rotulus Pipa de Scutagio Wallia.

& Bar, defundium.
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year of that prince, brought it over to Sir Lewis Clifford, and by deſcent this de

volving to his ſucceſſor Lewis Clifford, he in the twelfth year of Henry the ſixth,

conveyed it by a fine then levied to William Wenlock, who not long after alienated

his right in it to Richard Beauchampe, baron of Aburgavenny, who had iſſue

Richard Beauchampe, in whom the male line determined, ſo that Elizabeth, his only

daughter and heir being married to Edward Nevill, brought this manor and barony

of Aburgavenny to be united to the family, and continued linked to the demean of

this name, until it was by deſcent brought down to Henry Nevill, baron Aburgavenny,

who about the latter end of Henry the eighth, paſſed it away to Sir Thomas Moile,

whoſe daughter and co-heir Amy Moile, united it to the inheritance of her huſband

Sir Thomas Kempe, whoſe ſon Sir Thomas Kempe ſettled it on his brother Reginald

Kempe, and from him it deſcended to his only ſon Mr. Thomas Kempe, who dying

without iſſue, it came to be ſhared by his two ſiſters and co-heirs, married to Denny

and Clark; and they not many years ſince, by mutual concurrence and aſſent,

alienated their joint intereſt here to Jenkins of Aythorne.

STOCKBERY, in the hundred of Milton, celebrates the memory of the illuſtrious

family of Crioll, who lived here in reputation amongſt the eminent gentry of this

county, and in the recital of their poſſeſſions in this pariſh, their manſion was called

a caſtle, and divers of their old deeds bore teſt at their caſtle of Stockbery. Sir

Nicholas de Crioll was the firſt that brought this family into repute and emi

nence; for he was one of thoſe who accompanied Edward the firſt, in the twenty

eighth year of his reign, in his fortunate attempt upon Scotland, when after a per

tinacious fiege he reduced the caſtle of Carlaverock, a piece in the repute of thoſe

times, held almoſt inexpugnable; and for his ſignal ſervice in that expedition, was

created knight banneret, and died poſſeſſed of this place, in the thirty-firſt of Ed

ward the firſt ; and in this name and family did the title of this place, by an uninter

rupted current of deſcent, ſtream down to Sir Thomas Crioll, knight of the garter,

eminent for ſeveral ſervices performed under the ſcepter of Henry the ſixth, who

being unfortunately beheaded at the ſecond battle of St. Albans, whilſt he endeavour

ed to ſupport the title of the houſe of York, in the thirty-eighth year of Henry

the ſixth, determined in daughters and co-heirs, one of which was married to Edward

Bourchier, who caſt this manor into his poſſeſſion, and he in her right died ſeized of

it, in the fourteenth year of Henry the ſeventh ; but after this it was not long con

itant to the intereſt of this family ; for in the twenty-third year of the aboveſaid

prince, Robert Tate died ſeized of it, by right of purchaſe. And in the de

icendants of this name was the poſſeſſion involved, by a long ſeries of years, until

thoſe times which almoſt fell under our cognizance, and then this manor was con

veyed to Sir Edward Duke of Coſington, in Alresford; whoſe lady dowager, in

right of jointure, hath now the enjoyment of it.

The manor of Gilleſted in this pariſh, did formerly relate to the noble family of

Savage, and was wrapped up in thoſe lands to which John de Savage, grandchild to

Ralph de Savage, who was with Richard the firſt, at the fiege of Acon, obtained a

charter of free-warren, in the twenty-third year of Edward the firſt; and Arnold

Savage, ſon of Sir Thomas Savage, died poſſeſſed of it in the forty-ninth year of

Edward the third, and left it to his ſon Sir Arnold Savage, whoſe daughter and heir

Elizabeth Savage, was firſt married to Reginald Cobham, by whom ſhe had no iſſue,

and after to William Clifford, Eſquire, ſecond brother to Robert Clifford, who was

often knight of the ſhire, in the reign of Henry the fourth, whoſe poſterity in right

of this alliance were poſſeſſed of this place, until the latter end of Henry the eighth,

and then it was alienated to Knight, anceſtor to Mr. William Knight, upon whoſe

deceaſe his ſole daughter and heir, Mrs. Frances Buck, widow of Mr. Peter Buck,

of Rocheſter, lately deceaſed, is now entered upon the poſſeſſion of it.

- Coºſted is another place of account in Stockbery. It was in times of an elder in

ſcription written Godſted, as giving ſeat, and yielding a firname to a family ſo called.

William de Codeſted, alias Godited held it at his death, which was in the twenty

ſeventh year of Edward the firſt, and had iſſue William de Codeſted, who was like

wiſe in poſſeſſion of it at his death, which was in the third year of Edward the third,

and had iſſue Richard de Codeſted, who was in the enjoyment of it in the nineteenth

year
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year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 43, which was the time of his deceaſe;

and from him it deſcended to John de Codeſted, ſtiled by the vulgar, John de Cow.

ſted, who bare for his arms gules, three leopards heads argent, which was aſſumed by

Higham, who about the beginning of Richard the ſecond, married with the ſole

heir of this family, and in this name it remained, until the beginning of Henry the

ſixth, and then it was partly by ſale, partly by marrying with a daughter of this family

enſtated upon Petit, in which family the title of this place was fixed and perma

nent, until thoſe times which came within the precincts of our grand-fathers remem

brance devolved it to Oſborne; but Edward Oſborne, not many years ſince, de

termining in Mary his ſole heir, ſhe by eſpouſing of William Fagge, hath united it

to that revenue, which now confeſſes his deſcendants for proprietors. *

STODMERSH, in the hundred of Downhamford, was ennobled anciently, by

being parcel of the revenue of the Saxon kings of Kent, and reſted in their démean

until Lotharius, one of the Kentiſh kings, made Godd his heir, and as Thorne re

cords in his annals, ſettled it on the abby of St. Auguſtins, and remained ſucceſſively

interwoven with the patrimony of that convent, until the public ſuppreſſion, in the

reign of Henry the eighth, rent it away , and then that prince, in the thirty-ſeventh

year of his reign, granted it to John Maſters, and he upon his deceaſe ſettled it on

his ſon Mr. Thomas Maſters, and he dying without iſſue-male, left it to his daughter

and co-heir Elizabeth Maſters, who by marrying with Mr. William Courthop, united

the propriety of it to his inheritance, and he had iſſue Mr. Thomas Courthop, who,

in right of this alliance, is now entituled to the inſtant poſſeſſion of it.

STROUDE, in the hundred of Shamell, was granted in the eleventh year of

Henry the third, by the ſame prince, magiſtro & fratribus militie templi Solomonis, that

is, to the knight's templers, who had here an eminent manſion, which from its being

of their poſſeſſion, hath ever ſince acquired the name of the manor of Temple.

After the ſuppreſſion of this rich and magnificent order, in the ſecond year of

Edward the ſecond, upon what pretences, and colourable inſinuations, I have diſ

covered in my deſcription of Temple Ewell, this manor was united to the crown.

And though a principal part of the lands, which related to this order in this county,

before their diſſolution, was by that act of parliament called, Statutum de Terris

Templáriorum, ſettled on the knights hoſpilaters; yet this was lodged in the royal

revenue, until the twelfth year of Edward the third, and then he conferred it by

grant on Mary counteſs of Pembroke, who about ſix years after, beſtowed it on the

abbeſs and ſiſters minorities of the profeſſion of St. Clare, at the abby of Denny in

Cambridgeſhire, to which place ſhe had removed them from Waterbeach, where

they were firſt planted by her. And here did this manor reſide, until another

tempeſt, more fatal and ruinous then the former, aroſe in the reign of Henry the

eighth, which like a whirlwind raviſhed it away from the revenue of the church,

and then that monarch, in the thirty-ſecond year of his reign, made it the pro

priety of Edward Elrington, Eſ]uire. But it ſeems the title of church-land is

ſtuck ſo thick with the curſes of the firſt donors, that it becomes like a moth re

ceived into a garment, which like an ungrateful gueſt, commonly deſtroys the

houſe which entertained it, and ſo it was here ; for in the ſame year it was granted,

the aboveſaid perſon alienated it to George Brook, lord Cobham, whoſe unfortunate

grand-child Henry lord Cobham, was enwrapped in that obſcure and myſterious de

fign of Sir Walter Rawleigh, which was muffled up in ſuch a complicated veil of

that magical miſt called reaſon of ſtate, and other intrigues of wreſted policy, that

it remains dark and perplexed, until this day; indeed the crimes of this unhappy

gentleman, were by the mercenary tongues of ſome lawyers, who were in penſion

to the intereſt of thoſe, who then ſteered the helm of ſtate, and who like ſome

trumpeters, knew how to ſell their breath to the beſt advantage, aggravated and

multiplied to that bulk and dimenſion, that he was convićted of high treaſon, in the

beginning of king James, and though he loſt not his life, he did that of his eſtate,

here at Stroude, which was by the aboveſaid prince conferred by grant on Robert

Cecil, earl of Saliſbury, principal ſecretary of ſtate, in reſpect he had married with

Elizabeth Brook, ſiſter to this unfortunate lord, from whom it deſcended to his

ſon, the right honourable William Cecill, captain of the band of penſioners º:
atC

* ,
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late majeſty, and earl of Saliſbury, who in our fathers memory, paſſed it away to

Mr Bernard Hide, Eſquire, one of the commiſſioners of the cuſtom-houſe, to the

late king Charles, and he upon his deceaſe gave it to his third ſon Mr. John Hide,

who not many years ſince alienated it to James, duke of Lenox, from whom after

Home brief poſſeſſion, it was conveyed to Mr. Blague, whoſe ſon Mr. Iſaac Blague,

by deſcendant right, is now entitled to the propriety of it.

The chapel of St. Nicholas, in Stroud, was by Gilbert Glanvill, biſhop of

Rocheſter, with the conſent of the prior of Rocheſter, William archdeacon of the

ſame ſee, and likewiſe of the pariſh prieſt of Frendſbury (within the precinéts of

whoſe village, church, and congregation, it was in elder times circumſcribed)

erected, and improved into a mother-church, and that for theſe two reaſons. Firſt,

it was divided by too great diſtance from the church of Frendſbury. And ſecondly,

the inhabitants began to multiply to that number, that it was probable that in de

curfion of time, the above recited church would be in no capacity for the reception

of ſo great a conflux; and therefore it was judged convenient by the authority of

that age, to eſtabliſh Stroud into a pariſh, independant to Frendſbury, and aſſign to

it only a church-yard, for the ſepulture of their dead, but likewiſe a competency

of tithes (exceptă ſolummodo decimatione bladi, that is, I conjećture, the tithery of

graſs only excepted) for the ſupport of the incumbent for the time being, as the re

Fords of the church of Rocheſter informs us.

SHOREHAM, in the hundred of Cods-heath, hath ſeveral places within the verge

of it, which may deſerve our notice. The firſt is Preſton, which was the ſeat of

an eminent family, called Buckland, who bore for their cogniſance, argent an eagle

fable, beaked and ungued, or. Alan de Buckland was a noted perſon in the time of

king John, and being lieutenant of Dover-caſtle, that prince directs a command to

him, and William de Brewer, who was joined in commiſſion with him, to ſurrender

Dover-caſtle to Hubert de Burgh for his ſervice. Sir Thomas de Buckland of this

place, had Buckland in Maidſtone, and Buckland likewiſe in Ludſdown, and

flouriſhed in the reign of Edward the third, and in ſeveral deeds, to which he was

witneſs, ſubſcribes himſelf Miles. In brief, after this family had continued poſ.

ſeſſors of this manſion, until the latter end of Henry the ſixth, it devolved to

Thomas Buckland, who dying without iſſue-male, Alice his only daughter and heir,

by marrying with Thomas Polhill, of Polhill-ſtreet, in Detling, caſt it into the in

heritance of that family, from whom it came down to Mr. . . . . . . Polhill, who

being not many years ſince deceaſed, his widow Mrs. . . . . ... Polhill, is now in the

enjoyment of it.

Paſtres alias Planars, and Sepham, are two ancient ſeats, likewiſe ſituated within

the confines of Shoreham, and had both owners of that ſirname. William de Pla.

ner, as appears by deeds without date, held the firſt, and ſo did John de Planar, in

the reign of Edward the firſt, and died poſſeſſed of it in the forty ſeventh year of

that prince's reign, and in this family did it continue, until the beginning of Henry

the ſixth, and then it was conveyed to Sepham, of Sepham, an eminent family in

this pariſh, who bore for their coat armour, argent, three cinque foils pierced, ſable,

and were deſcended from William de Sepham, who died poſſeſſed of this place, in the

fifteenth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 12, and having continued lords of

both theſe manors, of one by deſcent, and of the other by purchaſe, until the latter

end of Henry the ſeventh, Mr. John Sepham, who had in the fifth year of that

prince, made an acknowledgment for them to the then archbiſhop of Canterbury, of

whom it ſeems they both held, paſſed away Sepham to William Martin, and Palitres

to Cobbe, in which families after they had remained, until the latter end of Hen

the eighth, they were both demiſed to Mr. Francis Sandbach, by whoſe ſole heir

Alice Sandbach, they came to be the poſſeſſion of David Polhill, anceſtor to Mr.

David Polhill, who upon the late death of his grand-father Mr. David Polhill is in

veſted in the tenure of them.

Wielfton, now by vulgar acceptation of the name, called Wilſºn, is another ſeat

of eminent account in Shoreham. It primitively gave ſeat and ſirname to a family,

which
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which radically was as deeply planted in antiquity, as any family which then flou

riſhed on this part of the county: ſome of the old evidences now in the hands of

my couſin Mr. Thomas Petley, reach as high as the government of the reign of

Henry the third, and then Hamon de Vielſton demiſes ſeveral parcels of land to

Sepham, of Sepham, Timberden, of Timberden Farm in this pariſh likewiſe, and

ſeveral others of obſcurer account, whoſe names are too tedious to recite, by deeds

not circumſcribed with any date, which argues him to be a man in that age illuſtrious,

both for deſcent and demean. In times which approached nearer to ours, John de

Vielſton, who paid reſpective aid at making the Black Prince knight, for his manor

of Vielſton, was eminent, and was ſheriff of Kent, in the ſixteenth, ſeventeenth,

eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth years of Edward the third; and he left iſſue

John Vielſton, who deceaſing without iſſue, John Roſs, his fiſter's ſon, about the

latter end of Richard the ſecond, became his heir, and he had iſſue John Roſs, who

died about the latter end of Henry the fixth, without any poſterity, ſo that he

bequeathed it to his kinſman John Berd; who in the fourteenth year of Edward the

fourth, ſold it to John Palmer; from whom it went away by ſale in the eighteenthyear

of the abovementioned prince, to Richard Page, where it made its abode, till the nine

teenth year of Henry the ſeventh; and then Edmund Page,' this man's ſon, caſt it

by ſale into the inheritance of Richard Wood, who in the fourth year of Henry the

eighth, alienates the fee ſimple to Robert Blague, and he in the ſixth year of that

prince demiſes it to William Petley, of Halſted, and he upon his deceaſe bequeaths

it to his ſecond ſon Mr. Thomas Petley, from whom in a direct line is my couſin

Mr. Thomas Petley deſcended, in whom (by original derivation from him) the in

tereſt and right of this ancient ſeat is at this inſtant inveſted.

The caſtle of Shorham was, if not built by, yet certainly very anciently in the

poſſeſſion of the family of Aldham, of Aldham St. Cleres, in Kemſing, one of

which name was caſtellan of this place, in the eighth year of Henry the third, and

was anceſtor to Sir Thomas de Aldham, who flouriſhed in the reign of Edward the

ſecond, and Edward the third, in whom the male line ended, ſo that his three daughters

married to Francis St. Clere, Martin de Peckham, and John de Noveburgo, or

Newborough, of Newborough, in the county of Dorſet, became his co-heirs, and

this caſtle upon the diſtinétion of his eſtate into parcels, was annexed to the demean of

Newborough ; in which family, after the title had, as in a conſtant channel, flowed

until the reign of Henry the eighth, it was diverted by ſale into Polhill, in which

family and name, the propriety hath ever ſince, until this inſtant, been fixed and

permanent.

SOUTHFLEET, in the hundred of Axſtone, did belong to the priory of St.

Andrews, in Rocheſter, and was given to that convent by Hamo de Heath, in the

year of our Lord 1346, which was not long before his deceaſe, and I find by an old

manuſcript which repreſents to us the liberties and franchiſes which were ſettled upon

this cloiſter, that the prior had by preſcription, a charter of free-warren, to his

manor of Southfleet; yet though it were fortified with this privilege, it could

not be ſecure from that tempeſt which aroſe in the reign of Henry the eighth ; which

like a whirlwind raviſhed it away from the patrimony of the church, and lodged it

in the revenue of the crown, where it dwelt until the thirty-ſeventh year of queen

Elizabeth; and then it was by conceſſion from that princeſs, paſſed away to William

Peter of Writtle, Eſquire, who was ſon to Sir William Peter, ſecretary of ſtate to

king Edward the ſixth; queen Mary, and queen Elizabeth ; and he immediately

after alienated it to alderman Garret, of london, whoſe ſucceſſor, in our fathers

remembrance, conveyed it by ſale to Sir William Sidley of Scadbery, from whom

it is now come down by a chain of deſcent to his grand-child Sir Charles Sydley

baronet, the preſent lord of the fee.* - -

Pole, vulgarly called Poole, is another manor in Southfleet, and was in elder times

the inheritance of a family called Bereſe, for I find by a fine levied in the thirty

ſeventh year of Henry the third, that Richard de Bereſe ſells this manor under the

notion of a carucate of land to Reginald de Cobham, of Roundall, in Shorne ; and

4. P - - from

* Hook in Southfleet, hath been for ſome the reign of Richard the ſecond, as appears by their

centurics of years, the ſeat of the Swans, who in own deeds, writ gentlemen.
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from him did it by a continued thread of ſucceſſion, devolve to JohnCobham, Eſquire,

in whom the male line of that name ended, and he died ſeized of it in the ninth year

of Henry the fourth, Rot. Eſc. Num. Io, and left it to Joan his ſole inheritrix, who,

by Reginald Braybrook her third and laſt huſband, had iſſue Joan her only daughter

and heir, who brought this manor and a liberal revenue beſides, to her huſband

Thomas Brook, of the county of Somerſet, Eſquire, grand-father to Thomas lord

Brook, who about the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, paſſed it away to Sir Henry

Wiat, one of the privy council to that monarch ; from whom it deſcended to his

noble but unfortunate grand-child Sir Thomas Wiat; who in the ſecond year of

queen Mary, forfeited this and his life together; ſo that from thenceforth, it was

claſped up in the income of the crown, until queen Elizabeth, in the twenty-fifth

year of her reign, reſtored it to his widow the lady Joan Wiat, and George Wiat,

Eſquire, his ſon and heir, father to Sir Francis Wiat, who upon his deceaſe, left it

to his widow dowager the lady . . . . . Wiat, who is now in poſſeſſion of it.

Scadbery, in Southfleet, hath been for ſome centuries of years, the poſſeſſion of the

family of Sidleys, who were in times of very high aſcent, ſeated in Romney Marſh;

for there are ſome lands there, which at this day they call by the name of Sidley, and

Sidley's Marſh. In this manor there is a room, whoſe ſides are covered with wain

ſcot, and on one of the plates or pannels, which appears to be exceeding ancient, the

arms of Sidley are carved in emboſs-work, viz. a feſ way between three goats heads

eraſed, and theſe letters underneath, W. and S. with the year of our lord affixed in

figures, whoſe date commences from 1337. And although the ſtructure of this

houſe, hath like a ſnail ſhifted its ancient ſhell, yet in all its mutations, and viciſſi

tudes, which muſt certainly have very much diſordered the fabrick, when it was

eaſt into a new mould and frame, ravelled and diſcompoſed the materials; yet this

pannel of wainſcot, hath been, like a relique, religiouſly preſerved, to juſtify not

only the antiquity of the ſeat, but of the family of Sidley alſo, which is preſumed

to have been refident at this place, before the above-mentioned calculation; from

whom Sir Charles Sidley, baronet, claims the original of his title to this manſion,

and his extraction or pedigree likewiſe, untwiſted, into many deſcents, and now at

laſt wound up in him. º

SHOULDON, in the hundred of Deal, hath two remarkable places which are

ſituated within the limits of it. Firſt, Hull preſents itſelf to our view : it was for

merly under the ſignory of the illuſtrious family of Ratling, or Retling, in Noning.

ton. Thomas de Retling paid reſpective aid for this, and divers other lands of

ancient inheritance, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, at the making the

Black Prince knight, and left it to his ſon Sir Richard de Retling, whoſe widow

the lady Sarah Retling, and afterwards wife of John de St. Laurence, died poſſeſſed

of it, in the tenth year of Richard the ſecond, and left it to John Spicer, who had

married Joan, daughter and heir to her firſt huſband; but he concluding in a daughter

and heir, by this his firſt wife called Cicely, who was heir to her mother Joan

Spicer, ſhe by marrying with John Iſaac, united it to the propriety of that family.

But before the twenty-firſt of Henry the ſixth, he had fixed the inheritance in John

Breſland, in whom it was not long reſident; for he ſuddenly after altered his right,

and about the beginning of Edward the fourth, put it over by ſale to Phineux, of

'Swink-field, whoſe ſucceſſor Robert Phineux, by as quick and early a viciſſitude,

placed the poſſeſſion, about the beginning of Henry the eighth, in George Monins,

Eſquire, whoſe ſucceſſor, in that age which was circumſcribed within the pale of our

*fathers remembrance, paſſed it away to Crayford, of Great Mongeham.

Secondly, Cotmanton puts in its claim for ſome memorial likewiſe, even in this

reſpect, that it was the demean of the noble family of Crioll or Kerieil, who were

of ſome conſiderable repute in this track, as appears by the book ſtiled Teſta de Ne

will kept in the exchequer, where they are repreſented in the twentieth year of Henry

the third, to have held land in this ſkirt of the county, and in ages of a modern

aſpect, that is, in the twentieth year of Edward the third, I find John de Criol

gave a pecuniary ſupply at the making the Black Prince knight; but before the end

of Edward the third, he was departed from the poſſeſſion of this place, which by ſale

was reſigned up to Roger Digge, and he died in the poſſeſſion of it, in the third year
..of
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of Richard the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 19. And in this family it continued, until

the reign of Henry the ſeventh, and then it was alienated to Barton, deſcended from

the ancient family of Barton, of Barton-hall, in the county of Lancaſter; from whom

the like mutation, about the latter end of Henry the eighth, carried it off to the

family of Brown; and from them it paſſed away by ſale into the poſſeſſion of

Richardſon, upon whoſe going out, the family of Smith, by a devolution like the

former, not many years ſince, ſtept into the inheritance of it.

SUNDRICH, in the hundred of Codſheath, was the poſſeſſion (as high as any

light, collected from antiquity, can waft us to a diſcovery) of an ancient family

called in Latin-records de Inſula, and in Engliſh Iſley. john de Inſula obtained a

charter of free-warren to his lands at Sundrich, in the eleventh year of Edward the

ſecond, and he had iſſue John Iſley, who married Joan, daughter to Sir Ralph de

Fremingham, and by her had iſſue Roger Iſley, Eſquire, who in right of his mother,

became heir to his uncle John Fremingham, Eſquire, who deceaſed without iſſue, in

the twelfth year of Henry the fourth, and this Roger Iſley had iſſue William Iſley,

Eſquire, who was ſheriff of Kent, in the twenty-fifth year of Henry the ſixth, and

he had iſſue John Iſley, Eſquire, who was juſtice of the peace, and ſheriff of Kent,

in the fourteenth year of Edward the fourth, and deceaſed in the year 1484, as ap

pears by an inſcription affixed to his monument, yet extant (notwithſtanding the late

general ſhipwreck of the remains of antiquity) in Sundrich-church, and he had iſſue

Thomas Iſley, Eſquire, father of Sir Henry Iſley, who was ſheriff of Kent, in the

thirty-fourth year of Henry the eighth, and again in the fifth year of Edward the

ſixth ; but being unhappily entangled, in the diſaſtrous attempt of Sir Thomas

Wiat, was upon the fruſtrating of that deſign, and the diſſipation, and diſcomfiture

of thoſe forces who were to ſupport it, in the ſecond year of queen Mary, convicted

and attainted of high treaſon, and executed at Sevenoke upon whoſe tragedy this

manor with all its appendages eſcheated to the crown; but was the ſame year re

ſtored to his ſon William Iſley, Eſquire, who was ſheriff of Kent, part of the ſeventh

year of queen Elizabeth; after whoſe deceaſe, the title of this place, which had ſo

many centuries of years like an inmate dwelt in this name and family, ebbed away

to another proprietor; for in our fathers memory it was alienated by ſale to Brooker,

who not many years ſince, paſſed it away to Mr. John Hide, ſecond ſon to Mr.

Bernard Hide, one of the commiſſioners of the cuſtom-houſe to his late majeſty.

Brook-place in Sundrich, ſo called from its contiguous ſituation near ſome rill of

water, did acknowledge for many deſcents, the ſignory of Iſley, the laſt of whom

who died poſſeſſed of it, was William Iſley, Eſquire, who held it at his deceaſe, which

was in the fourth year of Edward the fourth, Rot. Eſc. Num, 34. After whoſe exit,

it came to John Iſley, Eſquire, who not long after, paſſed it away to John Alphew,

and he determining in two daughters and co-heirs, one of them by marrying with Sir

Robert Read, lord chief juſtice of the common pleas, in the reign of Henry the

‘ſeventh, linked it to his patrimony; but he likewiſe went out in four danghters and

co-heirs ; Katharine, one of which, was married to Sir Thomas Willoughby, lord

chief juſtice likewiſe of the common pleas, and ſo he in her right was poſſeſſed of

this place; from whom it came down to his ſucceſſor, Thomas Willoughby, Eſquire,

who about the the latter end of queen Elizabeth, conveyed it by ſale, to Mr.

Hoſkins, of Oxted, in Surry, deſcended from an ancient family of that name in

Herefordſhire, whoſe ſucceſſor Mr. Charles Hoſkins, being lately deceaſed, the fee

ſimple reſts now in his ſon and heir. *

Hethenden or Henden is another manor in Sundrich, which was folded up in the de

mean of the powerful and illuſtrious family of the Clares, who were earls of

Glouceſter and lords of Tunbridge, by whoſe heir general it devolved to Audley;

and this family by the ſame fatality, languiſhing into a female inheritrix, ſhe by mir

rying with Stafford, caſt this manor into his revenue, and in this name was the pro

priety reſident, until Edward Stafford, duke of Bukingham, was unfortunately at

tainted, in the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth, it was by eſcheat, annexed to the

demean of the crown, and made its abode there, until king Henry the eighth, in the

thirty-fifth year of his reign, granted it to Sir John Greſham, and he died poſſeſſed of

1t,
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it, in the firſt year of queen Elizabeth, after whoſe deceaſe it remained conſtant to

the intereſt of this family, until the latter end of queen Elizabeth, and then it was

alienated to Sir Thomas Hoſkins, of Oxfted, in Surry, in the deſcendants of which

family the ſignory and propriety is at this inſtant remaining.

The Roman foſs, or way which extented or ſtretched out itſelf from Oldborough,

in Igtham, to Baſton, in Heys, and afterwards to Woodcot, in Surry, did cut

through this pariſh ; for not many years ſince, in digging near Come-bank, a ſeat ſo

called, which did formerly relate to the Iſleys, and is ſituated in Sundrich, were

diſcoverd many Roman urns of an antique ſhape and figure, from whence we may

probably collect thus much, that there was formerly erected ſome fortreſs, at or

near Combe bank (its ſituation being fitted for ſuch a deſign) by the Roman generals,

to ſecure their forces in their march to Noviomagum or Woodcot, againſt any im

preſſion or eruption of the Britons. - -

STURREY, in the hundred of Blengate, was a manor by a preſcription of many

generations wrapt up in the patrimony of Apulderfield, a family whom we ſhall

have occaſion often to mention throughout the body of this ſurvey, and here it

continued till this name met with its tomb in a daughter and heir, known by the

name of Elizabeth, who was married to Sir John Phineux; and although he

likewiſe concluded in a female heir, married to John Roper, Eſquire, who drew

along with her a great portion of the eſtate, yet this ſtill remained fixed in this

name and family, even till our fathers memory ; and then John Phineux, Eſquire,

died, and left this, and other vaſt poſſeſſions to his daughter and ſole heir Elizabeth

Phineux, who brought them over to her huſband Sir John Smith, eldeſt ſon of Sir

Thomas Smith, and grand-father to Philip Smith, viſcount Strangford, who by

right planted in him by ſo worthy a predeceſſor, does entitle himſelf to the intereſt

and poſſeſſion of it.

Mayton in this pariſh, though now of no great importance, yet formerly gave

both ſeat and ſirname to a family that paſſed under that appellation, from whom

by ſale the inheritance was tranſplanted into Diggs, where for ſome deſcents, with

out any interval, it made its abode, till it was by Leonard Diggs grand father to

Sir Dudley Diggs, ſold to Goodhugh, by whoſe daughter and heir it became the

demean of Baggs, which name likewiſe going out here into a daughter and heir,

ſhe by marrying not long ſince to Farmer, has made it to own him for its inſtant

proprietor.

SUTTON, by Walmer, lies in the hundred of Cornilo, and was the inheritance

of a good old family, called Stroude. Peradventure it aſſumed its denomination

from the ſhore not far diſtant, and was ſometimes, in the Saxon denomination, called

Strond, and as often Stroude. John de Stroud held it, as the Book of Aid denotes,

in the reign of Edward the firſt, and when this family was worn out, the next who

were inveſted in the poſſeſſion, were the Criols, and Nicholas Criol or Keriel, held

it at his death, which was in the third year of Richard the ſecond, whoſe grand

child Sir Thomas Keriel, being an ačtive champion of the cauſe and quarrel of

Edward the fourth, againſt the houſe of Lancaſter, was ſlain in the ſecond battle of

St. Albans, where the title of both parties was put to the bloody deciſion of a field,

who leaving only two daughters and co-heirs, one marrying with John Fogge,

Eſquire, incorporated this into his revenue, from whom by purchaſe, the right was

ſettled in Whitlock, where it tarried not long, but was by the like devolution tranſ

planted into Maycot, from which name the ſame fate of ſale carried it into the poſ.

feſſion of Stokes, who in our memory by the like alienation, tranſmitted his intereſt

here to Meryweather.

SUTTON, commonly called EAST-SUTTON, lies in the hundred of Eyhorne,

and was formerly the Braybrookes. Henry de Braybrooke, one of the lord wardens

of the cinque ports, had lands here; and in this track (as the Book of Aid, and the

book called Feoda Militum, in the exchequer, do both inform us) his ſon was Gerard

Braybrooke, and his grand-child was Reginald Braybrooke, whoſe heir Joan

Braybrooke
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Braybrooke married to Thomas Brooke, of the county of Somerſet; but whether

this Reginald Braybrooke gave this manor to pious uſes, or not, and principally to

the abby of Leeds adjacent, I cannot poſitively determine. Upon the ſuppreſſion it

was granted (as being parcel of the demean of the convent of Leeds) by Henry the

eighth, in the thirty-ſeventh year of his reign to John Tufton, Eſquire, who paſſed

it away by ſale to Mr. Richard Argall, whoſe heir Elizabeth Argall, being married

to Edward Filmer, Eſquire, made it the poſſeſſion of that family, and by a com

municative right from him, does his grand-child Sir Edward Filmer, ſon to Sir

Robert Filmer, lately deceaſed, now hold the poſſeſſion and propriety of it.

SUTTON VALENCE, and CHART by SUTTON, both lie in the hundred of

Eyhorne; the laſt of which contraćted the appellation, from formerly owning

William de Valence, earl of Pembroke, to be lord of the fee, who certainly in

ſtituted that caſtle, that now even in its relicks and fragments with much of venerable

magnificence overlooks the plain. And when Aymer de Valence his ſon concluded

in a female heir Iſabel, ſhe was married to Lawrence lord Haſtings, who in relation

to her became not only earl of Pembroke, but lord of Sutton Valence alſo, and

from him did it deſcend to his grand-child John Haſtings, earl of Pembroke, the laſt

earl there of that name, who tranſmitted his title of that place to Reginald Grey,

and Richard Talbot, who flouriſhed here about the reign of Henry the fourth, and

they had this manor by teſtamentary donation, in the fourteenth year of Richard the

ſecond. In the next age ſubſequent to this, I find the Cliffords of Bobbing-court,

to be the proprietors, and to this family was the inheritance in a conſtant union

faſtened, till Nicholas Clifford, Eſquire, deceaſed without iſſue male, and left only

one daughter and heir, called Mildred, who was firſt married to Harper ; ſecondly,

to More; thirdly, to Warren ; and laſtly, to Blount; but ſhe had only iſſue by

Harper and More ; for in her right, Edward lord More, of Mellifont, in Ireland,

and Sir Edward Harper divided the poſſeſſion ; but the firſt deſiring to contract his

whole revenue into Ireland, and the other to make this adjacent to his principal ſeat

of Ruſpar-hall in the county of Derby, Sir Edward Harper alienated this to Sir

Edward Hales, knight and baronet, and the lord More, Chart by Sutton to the ſame

worthy perſon, grand father to Sir Edward Hales, baronet, who not only en

joys the title of his anceſtors dignity, but that of the poſſeſſion in theſe places

likewiſe. - ". .

Cheyneys-court, in this pariſh, hath been adopted into that name, ſince it for many

deſcents acknowledged the juriſdićtion and propriety of that family; and I could

unravel a ſucceſſive ſeries of many of that name (but that it is ſuperfluous) who

were lords of the fee; it is enough, that Sir Thomas Cheyney ſold it to Iden, which

name ſuddenly after reſolving into two daughters and co-heirs, one marrying with

Brown, and the other with Barton, the laſt made it parcel of the patrimony of that

family, and when ſome years it had been continued in the poſſeſſion of Barton, it

was in our memory by ſale brought over to be the demean of Wollet, and it is now

(but whether by purchaſe, or by the right of a female heir or not, I cannot aſcer

tain myſelf) the property of Jordan.

SUTTON at Hone, lies in the hundred of Acſtane, and gives denomination to

the whole Lath wherein it is fituated. It was long ſince a manor relating to the re

venue of the knights hoſpitalers, who had here a manſion-houſe, called St. John’s,

where they often made their retreat, when they viſited their other demean land,

which lay circumſcribed within the verge of this county; but their eſtate here was

much inforced and improved by the addition of the manor of Grandiſon, which

whether it came to them by purchaſe or donation from Thomas lord Grandiſon,

who died the forty-ninth year of Fdward the third, is uncertain. Upon the ſup

preſſion of the Alberge of theſe knights of St. John of Jeruſalem here in England,

their revenue was aſſumed into the poſſeſſion of the crown; and king Henry the

eighth, beſtowed it by grant on Sir Maurice Dennis St. John's ; and to him does that

magnificent and elegant pile, where now the counteſs of Leiceſter makes her reſi

Adence, owe the firſt inſtitution of its ſhape and beauty, though it has been ſince

4 Q- extremely
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extremely inlarged by the additions, both of bulk, and ornament by Sir Thomas

Smith. But to proceed, St. John's was conveyed from Sir Maurice Dennis by his

co-heir to Thomas Cranfield, whoſe grand-child Vincent Cranfield, has lately

alienated his right to Mr. Hollis, of London, merchant.

Hay Sawters is another manor in Sutton in Hone, a place though now obſcure

in itſelf, and not repreſented to our remembrance, but by annals and record, yet in

elder times it was raiſed up to a higher degree of eſtimate, when it had proprietors,

whoſe nobility and title added both value and luſtre unto it. The firſt of which

regiſter whom I trace in record to be entituled to the poſſeſſion, was Laurence de

Haſtings, earl of Pembroke, and he died ſeized of it, in the twenty-ſecond year of

Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 47. from whom the title came down to his ſon

John de Haſtings, and he likewiſe was in the enjoyment of it at his deceaſe, which

was in the forty-ninth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 70. After this family

had deſerted the inheritance, I find Richard Fitz Allen, earl of Arundel, to be in

veſted in the poſſeſſion, and he died in the tenure of it, in the one and twentieth year

of Richard the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num,2. From whom it devolved to Joan his daughter

and co-heir, married to William Beauchamp, baron of Abergavenny, whoſe ſon

Richard lord Beauchamp, dying without iſſue male, Elizabeth his ſole daughter,

married to Edward Nevill, baron of Aburgavenny, in her right became his heir,

and he in the fixteenth year of Edward the fourth, died poſſeſſed of this manor of

Sawters. And here for want of light, both from public or private record; I cannot

diſcover to my reader or myſelf, whether or not it paſſed away immediately from

Nevill to Maio, whom I find about the beginning of queen Elizabeth to be planted

in the poſſeſſion, though the affirmation of ſome old people of this pariſh, who

derived that knowledge they have of it from the tradition of their anceſtors that

aſſert it did. Thomas Maio, in the twenty-eighth of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it

away to Richard Paramour, and he preſently after diſpoſed of it by ſale to Henry

Brooke, who conveyed it to Robert Wroth, Eſquire, and he to Edmund Hunt,

Eſquire, who alienated Haly and Sawters to Mr. William Hewſon, in the thirty

fourth year of queen Elizabeth, whoſe ſon Mr. William Hewſon of London, tranſ

mitted Haly with Sawters by ſale, ſome few years ſince, to Mr. Edward Badbie.

Grandiſons is the laſt place remarkable in this pariſh. It was the ancient inheri

tance of the noble and illuſtrious family of Grandiſon, before Otho de Grandiſon,

who was governor of Jerſey for life, by grant from Edward the firſt, in the fifth year

of his reign, did tranſplant himſelf to Seale, which he had purchaſed in the thirteenth

year of that prince. William de Grandiſon, this man's ſon, was likewiſe lord of

this place, to whom king Edward the ſecond aſſigned the value of 441 yearly rent

out of this manor of Dartford, in exchange for the manor of Iden, and other lands

in Suſſex, and from this man did the ſignory of this manor accrue by deſcent to his

grand-child Sir Thomas Grandiſon, who dying without iſſue, in the forty-ninth year

of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 62. left it partly to John de Northwood, who

had married Agnes his fifter and co-heir, and partly to Margaret his lady dowager,

who died poſſeſſed of it in the eighteenth year of Richard the ſecond ; but after her

exit, the title was not long permanent in Northwood; for in the twenty-firſt year of

the aboveſaid prince, Richard Fitz. Allen, earl of Arundel, held it, and died that year

poſſeſſed of it. And here I confeſs for want of light and juſt intelligence I muſt

make a leap to the reign of Henry the ſixth, and then I find it in the tenure of

Richard Nevill, earl of Warwick, and it is probable it devolved to him by the heir

of Beauchampe. After his deceaſe it became the poſſeſſion of George duke of

Clarence, who had married with Iſabel his daughter and co-heir, by whom he had

iſſue Edward Plantagenet, earl of Warwick, who was offered up on an early ſcaffold,

to the waking ſuſpicions, and weary jealouſies, of thoſe two politic princes, Henry

the ſeventh, and Ferdinand of Caſtile, being invited to an eſcape, from his long

dureſs in the tower, by the arts and ſtratagems of that eminent impoſtor, Perkin

Warbeck; but indeed thoſe who have calculated his ačtion, and ſurveyed the whole

ſcene of this tragedy, have diſcovered that this nearneſs to the crown, as being the

laſt relick of the male line of Plantagenet, was the chiefeſt ingredient in the ſevere

ſentence,
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ſentence of this unfortunate gentleman. After his expiration, this manor came

over to be the patrimony of his ſiſter, Margaret counteſs of Saliſbury, who was

married to Sir Richard Poole, by which marriage this manor was annexed to his

demean, and he had iſſue by her Henry Poole, who with his mother was attainted

in the reign of Henry the eighth, upon whoſe fatal ſhipwreck, Grandiſons was in

the thirty-fifth of that prince placed by grant in his brother Godfrey Poole, who not

long after paſſed it away to Sir Thomas Moile, by whoſe daughter and co-heir it

came to be the inheritance of Sir Thomas Kempe, and he about the tenth year of

queen Elizabeth, conveyed it to Mr. Joſeph Mabbe, who not long after tranſmit

ted it by ſale to Sir Chriſtopher Heron, who about the beginning of king James

alienated his concern here to Cole, by whom not long after it was demiſed to

Sir Thomas Smith, ſecond ſon of Cuſtomer Smith, of Weſtenhanger; in the heirs

and deſcendants of which name and family, the poſſeſſion is ſtill reſident.

Hackflaple is likewiſe within the bounds of this pariſh; and was, as high as the

reach either of private or publick evidence can bring down any light to our know

ledge, the Kilingworth's; and here, for an indiviſible ſucceſſion of ages, did the poſ

ſeſſion fix, and reſide, until at laſt the common fate of families, brought this name

here at Hackſtaple to find its interment or grave in a daughter and heir ; for George

Rillingworth had an only inheritrix, whoſe name was Elizabeth, and ſhe was

married to Chriſtopher Eglesfield, gentleman, ſo that Hackſtaple in her right,

was intermingled with the demean of this family; and here ſome years did it by

this conjugal knot appear faſtened, till lately the poſſeſſion received an alienation;

for Francis Eglesfield of London, ſon to Chriſtopher Eglesfield, ſome few years

ſince ſold it to Mr. Chriſtopher Searle.

T.

ANINGTON is ſituated in the hundred of Bredge and Petham, and in

times of a very ancient inſcription, did own the name and acknowledge the

ſignory of a family called Wallis. Richard de Wallis held it in the twenty-firſt of

Edward the firſt, and as it appears by the pleas of that year, had a ſignal conteſt

with the prior of Gregories, in Canterbury, about his right to the preſentation of

that church. After Wallis was worn out, it fell under the ſignory of a family

called Meſingham, but it ſeems was not long reſident in their poſſeſſion; for about

the beginning of Richard the ſecond, Nicholas Meſingham releaſes to Thomas

Chich all his intereſt and right in Tanington, and other lands ſituated in Hacking

ton and other places, but here likewiſe was the poſſeſſion as brief and inconſtant ;

for before the expiration of the reign of Henry the fourth, I find it by purchaſe

from Chich and Wallis, ſettled in the tenure of George Ballard ; and he died ſeized

of it in the eighth year of Henry the fixth, and in this family did it continue until 4:.../Z.-->

the reign of Edward the fixth, and then it was alienated by Nicholas Ballard,-z-

Eſquire, to Sir James Hales of the Dungeon ; from whom the right, by ſucceſſive z

delegation, is now tranſmitted to Sir James Hales, the inſtant lord of the fee.

crown, until Eleanor, queen of England exchanged this and Weſt-Farleigh with

the monks of Chriſt-church for the eminent port of Sandwich; which exchange &

Edward the firſt (as appears by the records of that cathedral) by his charter fully º

iſtrengthened and confirmed. Yet though it was propped and ſupported by that

mony, but that, that ſtorm which aroſe in the reign of Henry the eighth, tore i

away; and then that prince, in the thirty-fifth year of his rule, paſſed it away to

Sir John Baker; from whom it is now devolved by ſucceſſive right to his deſcendant

Sir John Baker, of Sifingherſt, knight and baronet; and he hath lately paſſed it

away to Mr. Jaſper Cleyton, of London.
- - Barham
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Barham-court, in this pariſh, repreſents to our remembrance, that it was once the

manſion or ancient reſidence of the noble and illuſtrious family of Barham : this name

was, in times of a very reverend inſcription, written Fitz-Urſe. Randal Fitz Urſe

was one of thoſe four who were concerned in the aſſaſſination of that turbulent and

ambitious prelate Thomas Becket, archbiſhop of Canterbury, who though perad

venture for his violent invaſion made upon the royal prerogative of his ſovereign

Henry the ſecond, might have deſerved the guerdon of an exemplary death; yet the

manner of taking him off, carried with it ſo deformed an aſpect in thoſe times which

were wholly conſecrated and offered up to a ſuperſtitious adoration of his memory,

and contracted ſo black a character on thoſe who were intereſted in his extra-judicial

ruin, that Randal Fitz Urſe fled into Ireland, and there altered his name to Mac

Mahon, which in Iriſh imports as much as the ſon of the bear ; upon his receſs,

Robert de Barham, his kinſman, entered on his eſtate here at Terſtan, and from him

did it deſcend by paternal devolution to his great grand-child John de Berham, who

was by Henry, prior of Chriſt-church, created public notary of the dioceſs of Can

terbury, in the year 1309, an office of as much eminence as it was of truſt and con

cern, and which the aboveſaid Henry received by commiſſion to inveſt any with,

whom he ſhould diſcover to be fortified with abilities, proportionate to ſo illuſtrious

an employment from Baſianus de Alliate Count Palatine, of Millaine; and he again

was empowered and commiſſionated to grant it to any whom he ſhould judge meet

to receive it, by authority delegated and tranſmitted to him originally from the em

peror, and it is probable that it was the abovementioned John de Berham, or his

ſon, who paid an auxillary ſupply for his lands at Terſtan, as appears by the Book

of Aid, at the making the Black Prince knight, in the twentieth year of Edward

the third ; and in that roll kept in the exchequer wherein there is mention of all

thoſe of this county, who paid reſpective aid, in the fourth year of Henry the fourth,

at the marriage of Blanch, that monarch's daughter, there is a recital of Nicholas

Berham, who contributed a ſupply for his lands at Terſtan, and from him by an un

interrupted line of ſucceſſion was the title of this place condućted down to Thomas

Berham, Eſquire, who determined in a daughter and heir called Anne Berham, who

by her intermarriage with Sir Oliver Boteler, deſcended from an ancient family of

that name, in the county of Bedford, made this feat, which had been ſo many cen

turies of years in the tenure of this family, alter its propriety, and become the pa

trimony of another name; Sir Oliver Boteler had iſſue Sir William Boteler, knight

and baronet, who fell a ſacrifice to the late king's quarrel, whilſt he vigorouſly aſ

ſerted his cauſe and intereſt at Cropredy-bridge; but left iſſue the inſtant proprietor

Sir Oliver Boteler, baronet, whoſe anceſtors in Bedfordſhire were deſcended from

Thomas Pincerna, who flouriſhed in the reign of king John, and did ſeal with a

covered cup, with this inſcription (as appears by the old deeds of this family) en

circling the ſeal, Sigillum Thoma Pincerne and it is poſſible was chief butler to the

aboveſaid prince ; from which eminent office of his, his ſucceſſor aſſumed the fir

name of Boteler.

TENHAM contributes and affords a name to that hundred where it is placed,

but is of more eminence and repute, ſince it was given to Chriſt-church in Canter

bury, at the intreaty of Athelard, by Cenulfe, king of the Mercians, by the eſti

mate of twelve plough lands; for the like proportion of land in balance to the ex

change in Creges Emeline, that is the iſle of Elmely by Crogdepe, that is the water

which parts the royalty of Swale, between Tenham and Feverſham. And in the patri-,

mony of the church did it lie wrapt up till the ſuppreſſion of all frieries, abbies, and

other religious convents by Henry the eighth ; and Thomas Cranmer finding that the

ſpreading demean of the church, was in danger to be torn off by the talons of

avarice and rapine, he to mortify the growing appetite of ſacrilegious cormorants,

in the firſt of December, and in the twenty-ninth year of that prince's government,

exchanged it with the crown, and thenceforth it was accounted a limb of the royal

revenue, until king James by grant inveſted Sir John Roper in it, and preſently after

created him baron Roper of Tenham, (in gratitude it ſeems for that ſervice he per

formed, in being the firſt who openly proclaimed him king in the county of Kent)

and by ſucceſſive derivation from him does his great grand child Chriſtopher, now

- lord
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lord Roper of Tenham, not only poſſeſs the dignity, but the royalty of this manor

likewiſe. - -

There is another ſeat in this pariſh, called Frogenhall, which in elder times had

the repute of a manor, though ſince by diſuſe, that charaćter is almoſt ſhrunk away

from it. That it was a manor of the Frogenhalls, is moſt evident, for Richard

Frogenhall was ſeized of it at his death, which was in the thirty-third year of Edward

the third, and Thomas Frogenhall was his ſon and heir, who reſigned up his intereſt

in it, with Anne his daughter and heir to Thomas Quadring ; and not long after by

the ſame mutation, was the intereſt of it by this man, with his daughter and heir

Joan Quadring, given up to Richard Dryland, Eſquire, who likewiſe not many

years after going out in a daughter and heir, called Katharine, ſhe by being mar

ried to Reginald Norton, Eſquire, by that conjugal union, united Frogenhall to the

intereſt of that family, where after it had been ſome ages fixed, it was by purchaſe

brought to be the inheritance of Greene, who (upon what exigent or occaſion I know

not) in the conveyance is called Greene, alias Norton ; but in this name it made no

permanent reſidence ; for even in our memory, from Greene by ſale the title and

right of it was tranſlated into Clerke.

Tenham had the grant of a market procured to it on the Tueſday, and a fair to

continue yearly three days, at the aſſumption of the Virgin Mary, by Boniface,

archbiſhop of Canterbury, as appears, Pat, 44. Henrici tertii Memb. 37.

TENTERDEN, in the hundred of Tenterden, had its denomination, as ſome.

vulgar fancies conjećture, from the tenderneſs of the ſoil adjacent to it; but in

deed it was in elder and more true orthography, written Theinwarden, that is, .N.

, the Thanes or Theins, Ward or Guard in the valley; for it was very probably

ſubſervient to that ſignory or dominion, which the governor of Andredſwaldt (ſo

called by the Saxons, but Anderida by the Romans) did exerciſe, and pretend to,

in this track of the county. Now if you will queſtion where this caſtle of Anderida

or Andredſwaldt was placed ; I anſwer, it was upon Reding-hill, not far removed

from this place, a fortreſs in thoſe times of eminent value and reputation, though

ſince by the multiplied onſets of time upon it, it lies forgotten in its own neglečted

ruins; yet though this be languiſhed away both in fame and fabrick, Tenterden has

fundry ſeats in it, which may make it eminent enough. Firſt, Heronden reſigns it

ſelf up to an inquiſition, though now it be ſcattered into ſeveral parcels, yet anciently. - .

it was collected, as into one name, ſo into one poſſeſſion likewiſe; and the ancient

ordinaries in the herald's office do aſſign a coat to this name, ſomething proportion

ate to it, that is, an heron riſing upon its wing, and gaping for breath ; but when time

began to invade this family, and break it into parcels, one part of this ſeat was ſold

to Sir John Baker, predeceſſor to Sir John Baker, who is now the poſſeſſor of it;

but the other parts of it ſtaid longer in this name; for Heronden, not long ſince

ſold ſome part of it to Mr. John Auſtin lately deceaſed, and the remainder was

paſſed by the ſame conveyance to Mr. Short. -

Pitleſden is the ſecond which requires our notice: it gave ſeat to a family ſo called,

which remained in poſſeſſion of it, till Stephen Pitleſden died and left a daughter and

: heir, whoſe name was Julian, who by marrying with Edward Guldeford, made this

parcel of the revenue of that family, and here without any interruption was the in

heritance planted, till John Guldeford Eſquire transferred his right by ſale, to Sir

John Baker, one of the privy council to queen Mary, whoſe grand-child Sir John

Baker, knight and baronet, father of Sir John Baker, baronet, now of Siſingherſt

in Cranbroke, did ſome years ſince alienate the poſſeſſion of it to Mr. Jaſper Clayton,

of London, mercer.

Lights Notinden and Eaſt-Aſherinden, are two other manors in Tenterden, which

belonged partly to a chantry, founded here by John Light, and partly to Brooke near

Wye, and were, upon the ſuppreſſion of the one, and diſſolution of the priory of

Chriſt-church to which Brooke related, granted by Henry the eighth, to Sir john

Baker attorney general to that prince, Edward the fixth, and queen Mary; and from

him are they now devolved by paternal right to Sir John Baker of Siſingherſt, baronet.
- 4 R r There
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There is a place in this pariſh, called Finchden, which in our grand-fathers memory,

was purchaſed by Sir Edward Hales, anceſtor of the family of Finch ; from which

Mr. Edward Finch, now of Tenterden, is originally deſcended, which in times of

an elder charaćter, gave ſirname to a family called Finchden ; one of whom called

William de Finchden was lord chief juſtice of the King's-Bench, and in the time of

Edward the third, and ſometimes in the old law books, which have an aſpect on his

reign, is written Finchden, and ſometimes contraćtedly Finch ; and it's probable the

name was originally Finch, only Den was added to it (which was cuſtomary and

uſual in elder times) becauſe this family had their dwelling in ſome habitation,

whoſe ſituation was near ſome valley.

Tenterden was governed by a Port-reve or Bayley, as the original patent informs

me, from the thirty-ſixth year of Henry the ſixth, until the forty-third year of

queen Elizabeth, and then it was by patent from the princeſs ordered to be governed

by a mayor and jurates, and ſo it hath ever ſince continued.

I had almoſt forgot Elarimden, which is the laſt place of note in Tenterden, and

celebrates itſelf to be parcel of the manor of Frid or Frith, in Betherſden, and was

involved in that revenue, which did confeſs the ſignory of the noble family of May

rey, and was found to be in the poſſeſſion of John de Mayney, at his deceaſe, which

was in the fiftieth year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 39. and lay couched

in that demean, which related to this name, until the reign of Henry the fixth,

and then it was paſſed away to Darell, and remained involved in the patrimony of

this family, until the ſeventeenth year of Henry the eighth, and then it was alienated

4-4---42.2% John Darell, Eſquire, to Sir John Hales, one .# the barons of the exchequer,

~ 2/./3.4% *::: and from him by a devolution of ſuceſſive deſcent, is it now come down to Sir

at- ~x.22...& Edward Hales, of Tunſtall, baronet.

~x- J2%:Tſºſ. TILMANSTON, in the hundred of Eaſtrie, has divers ſeats within the verge

~42:- .2) and boundaries of it, not only for the reputation and account, in reſpect of their

2-2 -- own antiquity; but likewiſe in relation to thoſe perſons who were poſſeſſed of them.

&-22- -e- 23 Firſt, there is North-court and Dame-court, both were anciently under the dominion

- of one perſon, and continue interwoven ſtill, though they have borrowed theſe

• ſeveral names in reſpect of their oppoſite ſituation. John de Sandherſt made a

4.2% ****claim of liberties in North-court, the fixth year of Edward the firſt, Chriſtian his

22.7. : SZX2,...; and heir was married to William Langley, of Knowlton, who in her right

2-2

poſſeſſed this manor, and by a new inſpection had the former liberties exemplified,

the thirty-ſeventh year of Edward the third, Pat. 37. pars prima Memb. 21. and after

that the poſſeſſion of this place had by an even line or deſcent been drawn through

this family, it did at laſt by an heir general devolve to Peyton, and by a derivative

title from him, does Sir Thomas Peyton, of Knowlton, baronet, hold the inſtant

enjoyment of it. But Dene-court was paſſed away by Langley to Fenell, and from

him by the like tranſition, it came over to Thomas Cox, cuſtomer of Sandwich, and

he by ſale inveſted the intereſt of it in Fogge, anceſtor to my noble friend. Richard

Fogge, Eſquire, now poſſeſſor of Dane-court, a perſon to whom for that intelligence

he has contributed to me in relation to the noble families of Crioll and Valoignes,

whoſe heirs general married with Fogge, and who formerly by thoſe alliances, an

nexed a vaſt revenue in this county to this name, I am ſignally obliged.

South-court in this pariſh was in times of eldeſt inſcription, as appears by a ſurvey

of this pariſh, taken in the eighteenth year of Edward the third, and which lies now

in the hands of Mr. Anneſlow Gardiner, of Haling, in Croyden, Sir John de

Titteſden; but certainly the poſſeſſion was not long reſident here; for not long af

ter, I find the lord Martin, of Devon to be proprietor of it, from whom in the reign

of Henry the fixth, the right of it was by ſale conducted down to John White, after

made Sir John White, a merchant of the Staple, at Canterbury, and when this name

deſerted the poſſeſſion of this place, the next who ſucceeded in the ſubſequent ſeries

was Cox, from whom by purchaſe the right came into Fogge, and from that name,

by the fate of ſale, was it made the inheritance of Peyton, from whom by com

municative derivation and deſcent, it is incorporated into the demean of Sir Thomas

Peyton.

- TONIFORD
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TONIFORD, in the hundred of Weſt-gate, did afford both ſeat and firname to

a family, which came under that appellation; and there is mention in the Book of

Aid of John Toniford, who lived here about the beginning of Edward the third ;

but this family was worn out, about the latter part of that prince's reign. And the

next in order, who was lord of the fee, was Sir Thomas Fogge, who flouriſhed

here in the reign of Edward the third, and Richard the ſecond, and after it had

been for fundry deſcents fixed in this name and family, the intereſt which they had

here, was by purchaſe brought over to claim Vane for its poſſeſſor, where likewiſe

the title was as unſtable; for not many years are conſumed, ſince it was alienated

from their revenue, and made by ſale the demean of captain Collins of Sedingbourn.

TONG, in the hundred of Milton, was anciently called Thewng and Thawng,

which import as much in Saxon, as Thong in Engliſh ; for the common opinion

derived from a univerſal tradition, and that aſſerted and juſtified by an uninterrupted

aſſent of elder times, is, that Vortiger the Britiſh king, gave Hengiſt and Horſa,

as a ſymbol and pledge of his affection, ſo much land to ereót a fortreſs, as could

be environed and circumſcribed by the hide of a beaſt cut into thongs, which

accordingly was performed, aim the caſtle thus eſtabliſhed, in memory of the

original donation, was in the Saxon dialect ſtiled Thwangceſter or Thong-caſtle;

and this ſtory is made more probable and plauſible, becauſe Matthew of Weſtmin

ſter affirms that Aurelius Ambroſius by many provocations endeavoured to en

gage Hengiſt, and his Saxons to a battle at Tong, in Kent; and that there was a

cattle here, the fragments and remains of ſome fortifications near the mill, do eaſily

evince ; though they lie now gaſping in ſo deplored an heap, that only the rubbiſh

of its ruins are diſcernible; yet certainly in elder times it was a fortreſs of impor

tance; for the moat of the caſtle is yet ſo wide and deep, that it contributes water

enough to drive a mill. But to proceed; after the conqueſt, it conſtantly acknow

kedged this powerful and eminent family of Badeleſmer, and Bartholomew lord

Badeleſmer obtained the grant of a three days fair at St. Giles, to be obſerved at

Tong, as appears, Pat. 9. Edwardi ſecundi Num. 57. But when he, by his de

fedtion, in the fixteenth year of Edward the ſecond, had forfeited this, and the re

ſidue of his patrimony to the crown, this, by the indulgent favour of Edward the

third, was in the ſecond year of his reign, reſtored to his ſon Bartholomew lord

Badeleſmer, who died poſſeſſed of it, in the twelfth year of the aboveſaid prince, and

left it to his brother Giles de Badeleſmer, who dying without iſſue, it accrued upon

the diviſion of the eſtate to be the portion of Edmund Mortimer, earl of Marſh and

Ulſter, who had married with Elizabeth, widow of William Behun, earl of North

ampton, and ſiſter and co-heir of the aboveſaid Giles, and he in the fifth year of

Richard the ſecond, was found in her right to have died poſſeſſed of it, as appears,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 43. and from him it deſcended to his grand-child Edmund, the laſt

earl of Marſh, who being embarked in that war, which was commenced by Henry

lord Percy, ſirnamed the Hotſpur of the North, againſt Henry the fourth, made

ſhipwreck of his eſtate here at Tong, which was ſeized on as an eſcheat by the crown,

and lay involved in the royal revenue, until Henry the fixth, in the twenty-ſeventh

year of his reign, granted it to Sir Thomas Browne, of Beckworth-caſtle, both con

troller and treaſurer of his houſhold ; but his ſon Sir George Browne, in the eleventh

year of Edward the fourth, ſurrendered it back to the crown, for the benefit and uſe

of Cicely, dutcheſs dowager of York, mother of the aboveſaid prince. After whoſe

deceaſe it reverts and flows back into its ancient channel, and was eſteemed a limb

of the royal patrimony, until the firſt year of king Edward the fixth, and then it was

by that prince granted to Sir Ralph Vane, as a guerdon of that eminent and ſignal

ſervice he performed in Scotland, when he was employed there with Sir Ralph

Sadler, by king Henry the eighth ; and he not long after conveyed his intereſt here

to Sir Rowland Clerke, and from him in the fourth year of the aboveſaid prince, it

paſſed away by ſale to Salomon Wilkins, in which family it remained until the lat.

ter end of queen Elizabeth, and then it was alienated to Mr. William Pordage of

Rodmerſham, anceſtor to Mr. Thomas Pordage, who ſtill is in poſſeſſion of it.

Cheeks-court is a ſecond place of importance in Tong, it was anciently written

Checks-court, as indeed affording both ſeat and firname to a family, which in very

old



340 V 1 L L A R E CAN T I A N U M ; OR,

*

old deeds, and other monuments, is frequently named At Check, and ſometimes

de Checkſell. In the reign of Edward the ſecond, I find William de Ore entituled

to the poſſeſſion, but held it not long; for in the ninth year of that prince, I find

the ſignory inveſted in Peyforer, who died that year poſſeſſed of it, as appears, Rot.

Eſc. Num. 43. But before the latter end of Richard the ſecond, this family deter

mined to Julian Peyforer, a ſole heir, who brought it along withher to her huſband

Thomas St. Leger, of Ottringdon, Eſquire, who concluding in two daughters and

co-heirs married to Ewias and Aucher, his eſtate came, in the tenth of Henry the

fourth, to be ſhared by thoſe two families, who not long after paſſed away their

right here and in Elmeley to Cromer, in which family the propriety remained until

the beginning of king James, and then it was ſold by Sir James Cromer to Allen.

THROULEY, in the hundred of Feverſham, was the capital manſion of the

Gattons; for Hamon de Gatton had it in poſſeſſion at his deceaſe, which was in the

twentieth year of Edward the firſt, and Elizabeth Gatton was found upon the inqui

ſition to be his ſole heir,” who married William de Dene, and ſo by this alliance it

came to own the poſſeſſion of that family; anothis William had a charter of

free-warren granted to his lands here in the tenth year of Edward the ſecond, and

after him Thomas de Dene held it at his death, which was in the twenty-third year

of Edward the third. And William de Dene, by right from him poſſeſſed the in

heritance; whoſe daughter and co-heir, Benedićta Dene, being married to John

Shelving, it went into the patrimony of that family, which ſhortly after determined

likewiſe in daughters and co-heirs; one of which called Joan, was married to John

Brompton, alias Detling, of Detling-court, and ſo it was made a limb of his demean;

but here it ſtayed not long neither, for this name quickly ſunk into a female heir,

known by the name of Benedićta Brampton, alias Detling, who was married to

Thomas At Town, who had much land about Charing ; but Throuley being in his

wife's right, incorporated into his revenue, he tranſplanted himſelf into this pariſh,

and here erected a ſeat, which he adopted into his own name, and called it Town

place; but ſuddenly after, he concluded in three daughters and co-heirs; Eleanor

married to Richard Lewknor, of Bodſhead, in Challock ; Benet married to William

Watton, of Addingdon; and Elizabeth married to William Sonds, of Sonds-place,

at Darking, in Surry, who divided Town's eſtate ; and Throuley, with Town-place

itſelf, upon the partition, fell to be the lot or portion of Richard Lewknor, who

ſold them to Edward Evering, from whom by Mary his daughter and heir, married

to John Upton of Feverſham, Town-place went into the poſſeſſion of that name;

and from Upton, by ſale, it was carried over to Shilling, where after ſome few

years the title had reſted, it was by a revolution of the ſame nature and ſemblance,

tranſplanted into Sonds ; from which purchaſe Sir George Sonds, knight of the bath,

now derives his right and inheritance, in the manor and ſignory of Town-place.

Wilderton, in Throuley was eminent formerly, for being marſhalled under the re

venue of Giles lord Badeleſmer, father to Bartholomew lord Badeleſmer, who by

his oppoſing of Edward the ſecond, at Leeds caſtle, forfeited this and his life to

gether, to the offended juſtice of that prince; but when his ſons, Bartholomew and

Giles, lord Badeleſmer, were by Edward the third, reſtored to their former dignity,

and likewiſe to a principal part of his eſtate, this was folded up in that reſtitution;

for when theſe abovementioned brothers deceaſed without any lawful iſſue, their

ſiſters were found to be their co-heirs, and Margery one of them, being married to

William lord Roſſe, brought this to a piece of his revenue; from whom by ſale it

went into the poſſeſſion of Lewknor of Bodſhead, in Challock. And when this family

was diveſted of it, the inheritance was by purchaſe ſettled in Evering, deſcended

from the Everings of Everings-court, in Alkham, by Dover, where after it had ſome

years found a continued reſidence, the name and title diſſolved together; for Ed

ward Evering left only Mary Evering, his ſole heir, who marrying with John Upton

gentleman, that alliance fixed Wilderton in the poſſeſſion of that name; and part of

it was, in ſome years ſubſequent to this match, ſold away to Arnold Terrey of this

pariſh, but the reſidue is yet conſtant to the intereſt of Mr. Upton, of Feverſham, a

- perſon

* Ex autographi; Georgii Souds, militis.
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perſon in whom the ſcholar and the gentleman, are ſo evenly mixed, as to form a

compoſition of perfeótion, that it is yet a queſtion, which of them is the moſt pre

dominant. -

There was a religious houſe in Throuley, which was a cell to St. Bertin's, at St.

Omer, in Flanders; but when Henry the fifth perceived the ill conſequences of

having fraternities, and other religious cells and convents in this nation, which had

in a manner their dependencies upon other ſtates, contrary peradventure in intereſt

and affection to this ; he ſuppreſſed this, and many other of the like condition, and

out of their ruins and revenue, he erected the magnificent monaſtery at Shene, whoſe

firſt foundation entitles itſelf to his piety and munificence. -

THURNHAM, in the hundred of Eyhorne, was the patrimony of an ancient and

knightly family of that firname, made more eminent by the produćtion of Sir Robert

de Thurnham, a perſon of conſiderable account, in the reign of Edward the firſt,

which princc he accompanied to the holy war, having before his deſigning himſelf

to that quarrel, diſpoſed his eſtate to pious uſes, whereof this at Thurnham was

ſettled on the college of Lingfield, in Surry, and having thus diſrobed himſelf of

his ſecular inheritance, he with much vigor and alacrity aſſumed the cruſado or vow

to reſcue the ſepulchre of our Saviour out of the poſſeſſion of infidels, which reſo

lution he ſo nobly proſecuted, that he offered up his life as an oblation to the juſtice

of that cauſe which he had before ſo generouſly aſſerted. After his deceaſe this re

mained cloiſtered up in the patrimony of the college of Lingfield, until the ge

neral ſuppreſſion, and then growing parcel of the royal revenue, it lay there until

king Edward the ſixth granted it to Sir Edward Wotton, whoſe anceſtor Sir Nicholas

Wotton was inveſted long before in ſome part of this manor, which did accrue to

him in the reign of Henry the fourth, by Joan, ſole heir of Robert Corbie, and

from this Sir Edward abovementioned, was it entirely tranſmitted to his great

grand-child Thomas lord Wotton, who having ſettled it in marriage on his eldeſt

daughter Katherine Wotton, married to Henry lord Stanhop, ſhe by ſale hath lately

given up her right to Mr. . . . . . Godden of London.

Binlery is an eminent manor in this pariſh, which, as high as the teſtimony of any

either public or private evidences can inſtrućt me, did own, the ſignory of North

wood. Roger de Northwood held it at his death, which was in the thirty-fifth year

of Edward the third, and ſo did his ſucceſſor Roger Northwood, in the laſt year of

Henry the fifth. But after this I do not find it long conſtant to the intereſt of this

family ; for about the beginning of Henry the ſixth, I find by ſome ancient court

rolls that it was paſſed away to John Thwaits; and he in the eighth year of that

prince, conveyed his right in it to William Gaſcoigne, in which family the title con.

tinued, until the beginning of Edward the fourth, and then it was tranſplanted by

ſale into Cut, or Cuts, and in this name the intereſt of this place was conſtantly

lodged, until the beginning of king James, and then it was demiſed to Samuel Len

nard, of Weſt-Wickham, whoſe ſon Sir Stephen Lennard is at this inſtant by pater

nal right inveſted in the poſſeſſion of it. -

There was a diſaſtrous accident happened here at Binbery, and it was this, as the

tragedy is repreſented to us out of the old evidences of the lord Wotton. The lady

Northwood, in the time of Edward the third, ſtanding on the precipice or hanger of

a hill to ſee a Fox digged out which had earthed himſelf there, the foundation being

looſe and ſandy ſunk under her, and the hang ng hill ſhot down ſo much earth

upon her, that ſhe was ſtifled to death with the unequal preſſure, ere they could diſ

engage her from that weight, which cruſhed her into this early ruin.

Upon the brow of the hill, not far removed from this place, are the ruins of an

ancient fortreſs called Godward-coſtle, which Mr. Darell in his tract, De Caſicſ is

Cantii, conjectures might borrow its name from Godardus a Saxon, whereas it is more

probable it did extract its etymology from the goodneſs and eminence of its ſitu

ation, as thoſe intrenchments at Stowting derive their denomination from their ten

able force and fortitude ; and certainly this is adequate to reaſon and its own elevated

poſition, it being ſo ſettled, that it did not only ſecure the way which led from the

Roman colony at Newington, by Rainham, but it is poſſible was a ſpeculatory ſtation

4 S - * much
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much in uſe amongſt the Romans, to ſurvey the approaches of enemies, in the valley

below. -

Aldington Septuans, in Thurnham, was the cradle of an ancient family of that ſir

name. * Robert de Septuans is inſerted in the regiſter of thoſe noted Kentiſh per

ſons, who were engaged with Richard the firſt at the ſiege of Acon. H. Robert de

Septuans, his ſon, was embarked with Henry the third in his expedition againſt the

Welch, in the forty-ſecond year of his reign. Sir Robert de Septuans was his ſon and

heir, who was honoured with that dignity by Edward the firſt for his exemplary ſer

vice performed at the ſiege of Carlaverock, in the twenty-eighth year of that prince,

and he was father to William Septuans, who was ſeized of it when he deceaſed, which

was in the twenty-fifth year of Edward the third ; but it ſeems it was not long per

manent in the tenure of this name; for immediately after the Gowers had it, and

John Gower when he died was in the enjoyment of it, which was in the forty-third

year of Edward the third; from whom not many years after, it was by purchaſe

tranſported to John Brockhull, Eſquire, and with the demean of this family did the

right of this place many years appear to be interwoven, till Anne, daughter and heir

of Henry Brockhull, married to Sir John Taylor, and then both the name and

eſtate were ſwallowed up in this family, where the poſſeſſion for fundry ages re

mained, till not many years ſince it was conveyed by ſale to Sir Richard Smith,

whoſe heirs alienated it to Freake, and he hath lately paſſed away the ſignory of it to

Mr. Joſeph Muns, of Berſted. - º

There was a caſtle anciently in Thurnham, which as Darel affirms in his tract

de Caſtellis Cantii, had both its name and foundation, from Godardus a Saxon, being

called Godard caſtle, which is ſo deſpicable an heap, that not the leaſt crums or frag

ments continue of the ruins, which might ſignify to us the leaſt ſymptom of its for

mer ſtrength and grandeur.

TUNSTALL, in the hundred of Milton, did about the twenty-ninth of Henry

the third, confeſs itſelf to be under the dominion of Walter de Grey, who was lord

paramont of this place, but long did not remain inveſted in the ſignory of it; for in

the forty-fourth year of Henry the third, I find John de Burgh, deſcended from

Hubert de Burgh, in the poſſeſſion of it; and he that year, by the favourable com

pliance of that prince, obtained a charter of free-warren to his manors of Norton

and Tunſtall; but before the latter end of Edward the firſt, this family had deſerted

the inheritance of this place, and then the next which ſucceeded proprietor of it was

Thomas de Brotherton, earl of Norfolk, who ending in daughters and co-heirs,

Margaret one of them (being firſt married to John de Segrave, and afterwards to

Walter de Mayney, deſcended from Walter de Menduana or Mayney, who held

twenty knights in this county, in the reign of Henry the third) brought this to be

the demean of her ſecond huſband, Walter de Mayney, a perſon on whom the

beams of majeſty reflected with ſo vigorous impreſſion, that he was ſummoned to

ſit in parliament as baron in the reign of Edward the third ; and in whom that

prince repoſed ſo great a confidence, that as Daniel repreſents to us in his chronicle,

he and his ſon Edward the Black Prince, fought under his colours in a private habit

againſt Monſieur de Charmy, a Frenchman, near Calais in Picardy, in the twenty

third year of his reign, and deceaſed full of fame and of years, in the forty-ſixth of

that prince ; but determined in Anne Mayney his ſole inheritrix, who by marrying

with John Haſting, earl of Pembroke, united this manor to his inheritance; but he

dying in the thirteenth year of Richard the ſecond, Reginald Grey, and Richard

Talbot were found to be his heirs, and they bring a pleading, in the fifteenth year

of the prince aboveſaid, againſt John le Scroope, who pretended ſome title to his

eſtate ; and having reſcued it from collateral claim about the beginning of Henry

the fourth, conveyed it to Sir Robert Knolles, who in the ſeventh year of that

prince, paſſed it by fine then levied to Sir William Cromer, lord mayor of London;

his ſon William Cromer, Eſquire, who was ſheriff of Kent, in the twenty third year

of Henry the fixth, and was afterwards in the twenty-ſeventh year of that prince

barbarouſly aſſaſſinated by Jack Cade, whilit he endeavoured to impeach that arch

incendary in his march towards London. He married Elizabeth, daughter of James

Fiennes

* Ex rot, penes Ed. Dering mil. & baronettum f See rot. pipe de Scutagio Jº'allie

a functum.
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Fiennes lord Say and Seal, by whom he had iſſue Sir James Cromer, father of Sir

William Cromer, who was ſheriff of Kent the nineteenth year of Henry the ſeventh,

and the fifth year of king Henry the eighth, and George Cromer, who was archbiſhop

of Armagh, in Ireland. This Sir William had iſſue James Cromer, Eſquire; from

whom deſcended William Cromer, Eſquire, his ſon and heir, who was ſheriff of Kent,

the ninth and twenty-ſeventh of queen Elizabeth, and had iſſue Sir James Cromer,

of Tunſtall, knight, ſheriff of Kent in the ſecond year of king James, in whom the

male line determined; ſo that Francis his daughter, by his firſt wife, married to Sir

Matthew Carew, Elizabeth his daughter, by his ſecond wife, married to Sir John

Steed, of Steed-hill, and Chriſtian born likewiſe by that venter, married to Sir John

Hales, eldeſt ſon to Sir Edward Hales, of Wood-church, became his co-heirs. Upon

the partition of the eſtate, Tunſtall was ſhared by Sir John Hales; from whom it is

now deſcended to his ſon and heir Sir Edward Hales, baronet, who lately hath begun

to erect, upon the ancient foundation, a fabrick of that ſtupendous magnificence,

that it at once obliges the eye to admiration and delight.

Ufton is a place of repute ſeated in this pariſh ; but it is raiſed up to a higher eſti

mate, ſince we find it was anciently parcel of the patrimony of Shurland; for Robert

de Shurland had a conceſſion by charter of free-warren to ſundry of his lands in

Kent, amongſt which, there is a recital of Ufton ; afterwards, in times ſubſequent

to this, by the heir general of Shurland, it was caſt into the poſſeſſion of Cheyney,

and William de Caſineto (for ſo this name is rendered in Latin records) or William

Cheyney held it at his death, which was in the eighth year of Edward the third, and

after for many deſcents it had lain included in the intereſt and propriety of Cheyney,

it was by a daughter and heir put into the demean of Aſtley; from whom again the

like flux of circumſtances bore away the inheritance, and transferred it to Harlacken

den, the inſtant lord of Ufton.

Gore-court in this pariſh, in times of elder derivation, was the ſeat of a family whoſe

ſirname was At-Gore, and ſometimes in ancient court-rolls written De la Gore,

called ſo from their habitation, which was ſituated near ſome public way; Gare,

Gate, and Gore, importing no more in the Saxon dialect than ſome common paſſage.

But to proceed, Henry At-Gore held Gore-court when he deceaſed, which was in

the thirty-firſt year of Edward the third, and for ſeveral generations was the in

heritance united to his name till the common fatality of time, brought it to expire

in Alice Gore, the heir general of this place, and of John Gore the laſt of the male

line who enjoyed it; and ſhe diſpoſed of her concern in it to William Croyden,

in which family after the poſſeſſion had reſided, it was alienated to Wood, deſcended

from the Woods of Muſton, in Hollingbourne, in whom the right of Gore-court

continues ſtill inveſted,

Tunbridge gives name to that we ſtile the Lowy of Tuniridge, and is a ſmall terri

tory within itſelf, called in old Latin records Diſtricius Leucae de Tunbridge, and was

formerly ſubſervient to the dominion of thoſe noble perſons, who were lords of the

fee. The firſt of which, was Richard de Clare, earl of Brion e in Normandy, to

whom it was by William Rufus granted upon this emergent occaſion. This Richard

was an earneſt abettor and ſupporter likewiſe of the deſigns of this prince, upon his

brother's territories in Normandy, and ſo by conſequence an active partiſan of his,

which made the breaſt of Robert duke of Normandy to boil with ſuch animoſity

and paſſion againſt him, that the fiame of his hatred kindled the flame of a war

which could not be extinguiſhed, but by the depredation of this earl’s eſtate, and

the utter ſubverſion of his caſtle of Brionie, which was left an heap of flame and

ruins, which cauſed William Rufus to reſent his calamitous condition with ſo much

regret and commiſeration, that he granted him as much land here at Tunbridge, as

would ſpread into a league both in the exent and longitude of it, and in the breadth

and latitude of it likewiſe ; and Gemeticenſis reports that this Richard brought over

the rope with which he was to meaſure it, in the ſame ſhip which tranſported him

and his retinue. From this Richard, who founded the caſtle, the right of Tunbridge

was by deſcent tranſlated into his ſon Gilbert de Clare, the firſt earl of Hertford, and
here



344- V 1 L L A R e C A N T 1 A N U M ; OR,

here did the ſignory many years find a reſidence, till Iſabel, ſiſter and co-heir of

Gilbert de Clare, by marrying with Hugh Audley, brought this to be the inheritance

of that illuſtrious family, where it had not long remained, but Margaret, daughter

and heir of Hugh Audley, by marrying with Ralph Stafford, made it a branch of

their patrimony; nor did it depart from this family, till the vanity of Edward Staf

ford, duke of Buckingham, embarked him in the deſign, which the malice of cardinal

Woolſey aggravated with thoſe circumſtances of hatred, by blowing of wild con

jećtures into the ears of Henry the eighth, who was naturally a jealous prince, and

emulous of any new blooming glory, that he was ſtained with the black tincture of

treaſon, whick ſunk him into an untimely ſepulchre, and his eſtate by forfeiture

into the poſſeſſion of the crown. Edward duke of Bnckingham being thus convićt

ed, in the twelfth year of Henry the eighth, there was a great controverſy ſtarted

forth, in the thirteenth year of that prince's reign, as appears by our law-books,

in the parliament then convened, whether or not there were ground enough in the

crimes obječted againſt him to eſtabliſh an attainder upon; and it was carried in

the affirmative that there was ; upon which this caſtle, with all the manor of Dach

hurſt, alias Hildenborough, with all the appendant ſervices and quit-rents united to

them, did eſcheat to the crown, and remained there, until queen Elizabeth diſſevered

the manor of the caſtle from her intereſt, and made it by grant the poſſeſſion of her

kinſman Henry lord Hunſdon, whoſe ſon George lord Hunſdon, about the be

ginning of king James, paſſed it with his daughter and heir to Thomas lord Berk

ley, who conveyed it to Sir John Kenedie, from whom not long after, by the ſame

conveyance it fell under the divided ſignory of Ferrers, Goſſon, and Johnſon, and

they by a mutual conſent ſold their intereſt in it to Sir Peter Vanlore, by whoſe

three daughters and co heirs, married to Sir Henry Zinzin, Sir Alexander Sterling,

and RobertCrooke, Eſquire, it is now divided between thoſe three families. Although

the onſets of time, and the aſſaults of enemies together, hath thrown the beauty

and ſtrength into ſuch a rude confuſion, that it now lurks in its own rubbiſh; yet

formerly it was eminent for being the ſcene of much feud and contention, between

the kings of England, and the barons then in arms againſt them.

In the year 1088, Odo biſhop of Baieux and earl of Kent, making a defection

from William Rufus, to thoſe barons who ſought to ſupport the title of his eldeſt

brother Robert, placed one Gilbert in this caſtle, for the defence of it, which en

forced that king to inveſt it with a ſiege, and compelled the caſtellan to a ſurrender,

and afterwards having taken Odo himſelf, impriſoned him in this fortreſs, from

whence he afterwards made a ſucceſsful eſcape.

In the year 1215, Falcatius de Brent, during the military conteſts king John

had with his nobility, by force wrung this caſtle from the earl of Glouceſter, and

maintained it for ſome time with ſignal evidences of magnanimity to the king’s be

hoof and uſe. -

In the year 1231, upon the deceaſe of Gilbert, the then earl of Glouceſter, ſeized

the wardſhip of his heir, and entruſted the cuſtody of this caſtle to Hubert de

Burgh earl of Kent. This occaſioned an eager and impetuous conteſt between the

king, and Richard archbiſhop of Canterbury; the archbiſhop pretended, becauſe

the caſtle held of his ſee, therefore he, de jure, ought to have the cuſtody of the

heir in his wardſhip. To which the king replied, that the whole earldom held of

him, and that he might commit the cuſtody of the lands to whomſoever he pleaſed.

This cauſed the archbiſhop, boiling with much heat and paſſion, to appeal for re

reſs to Rome, where he managed this controverſy with that vigorous dexterity,

that the pope iſſued out a ſolemn determination on his behalf; but his deceaſe in

his journey homewards, ſuperſeded the execution of the papal ſentence.

The abovementioned king Henry, in the year 1259, granted licence to Richard

de Clare, earl of Glouceſter, to wall and embattle his town of Tunbridge, in theſe

words in that charter, Claudere Muro et Kernellare, which latter word being made

Latin out of the French Charneaux, imports that indented form of the top of a wall,

which hath vent and creſt, commonly called embattelling, very ſerviceable to the

defendants within, not only to annoy the enemy, but likewiſe to ſhroud and ſecure

themſelves from the fury of any outward aſſault.

This
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This mode of fortification was in elder times with much caution prohibited with.

in this nation, out of a jealouſy that it might foment any inward ſedition, and was

therefore, amongſt many other articles, inquirable before the eſtheator de Domibus

Kernetatis. But the war breaking out not long after this, between the king and Simon

de Montfort, to whoſe intereſt the earl of Glouceſter was by a ſolemn combination .

cloſely united, the grant of the abovementioned king was made ineffectual, and not

the leaſt ſymptoms of the intended wall are at this inſtant viſible.

In the year 1263, the war growing hot between Henry the third, and Simon de

Montfort, the king ſets down before Tunbridge-caſtle, and forces it to ſurrender

to diſcretion; and therein found, amongſt others, the counteſs of Glouceſter. From

whence I colle&t, that in thoſe times it was eſteemed, if not the only, yet at leaſt a

principal manſion, of thoſe great lords of Tunbridge, the earls of Glouceſter.

In the fifth year of Edward the firſt, there was a ſummons iſſued forth by Hugh

de Bigod, earl of Norfolk, and governor of the hundred of Hoo, to enjoin Richard

de Clare, earl of Glouceſter, to appear before him to aſſoil himſelf from ſuch accu

fations as ſhould be objećted againſt him, which principally had an aſpect upon the

war waged by him and Simon Montfort againſt Henry the third. To which he al

ledged in his defence, that he ought not to anſwer, but before the king's juſtices of

Eyre, upon which a commiſſion was iſſued out, in the third year of Edward the

firſt, to hear and decide the controverſy, and Sir Stephen de Pencheſter, and John

de Rigate, were thetwo juſtices appointed by the king for the final determination of

it: and they, upon a ſerious winnowing of the whole matter in debate, did abſolve

the ſaid Richard from the crimes with which he had been unjuſtly beſpattered; and

the rather, becauſe as to the principal part of them, they had been before entombed

in the pacification of Killingworth, made in the fiftieth year of Henry the third.

After this, I cannot find by that ancient manuſcript, they ſtile the chronicle of

Tunbridge, that there was any ſignal ačtion commenced at this place, becauſe the

caſtle with all its perquiſites, not long after, by the heir of Audley, coming into

the poſſeſſion of Stafford, they planted themſelves at Stafford caſtle, their principal

reſidence; and ſo this fortreſs being neglečted and deſerted, languiſhed away in

ſenſibly into decay and ruin ; only in the reign of Edward the firſt, I find that upon

an inquiſition or ſurvey of the privileges of the earls of Glouceſter, as they were

lords of Tunbridge, it was concluded that the archbiſhop of Canterbury had nothing

to do within the Lowy or League; that the earl had return of writs, creation of

certain officers, an eſpecial ſeſſions in Eyre; all which by intermiſſion are ſhrunk

long ſince into diſuſe. - º -

In the year 1264, to allay all emergent controverſy for the future, Boniface the

archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Richard, earl of Glouceſter, decreed that there

ſhould be a perambulation made concerning their reſpective bounds; and it was not

long after likewiſe concluded between the parties aboveſaid, that earl Richard ſhould

hold his manor of Tunbridge, and other lands of the archbiſhop by the ſervice

of four knights’ fees, and to be high ſteward, and high butler, which office was

likewiſe to be tranſmitted to his ſucceſſors, at the feaſt of the archbiſhop's inthro

nization, taking for their ſervice in the -ſtewardſhip, ſeven competent robes of

ſcarlet, thirty gallons of wine, thirty pound of wax for his lights, livery of hay

and oats to feed fourſcore horſe for two nights, the diſhes and ſalt which ſhould

ſtand before the archbiſhop in that feaſt; and at their departure, the diet of three

days at the ſole expence of the archbiſhop, at four of their manors, in any of the

four quarters of Kent, whereſoever they pleaſed to fix ad minuendum ſanguinem; ſo

they repaired thither with fifty horſes only. To his office of chief butlerſhip was

allotted ſeven robes like the former, twenty gallons of wine, fifty pound of wax for

furniſhing out of lights, livery for fixty horſe for two nights, the cup wherewith

the archbiſhop ſhould be ſerved, all the empty hogſheads of beer, and for ſix tun

of wine, ſo many as ſhould be drunk under the bar alſo. The articles of which

compoſition in times ſubſequent to this compačt, were punctually performed between

the ſucceſſors of either party.

Firſt, in the year 1295, between Gilbert, earl of Glouceſter, and Robert Winchel

ſey; next, between the ſaid earl, and archbiſhop Reynolds; then between Hugh

Audley the earl of Glouceſter, and the archbiſhop John Stratford; after that, be

- 4 T - tWCCIn
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tween Hugh Stafford, earl of Stafford, to whom the caſtle and manor of Tunbridge

did devolve, in right of the heir gencral of Audley, and Simon Sudbury ; and laſtly,

between William Warham the archbiſhop, and Edward Stafford the laſt duke of

Buckingham of that name, in whoſe untimely ſepulchre theſe two great offices found

their final interment, and he executed the ſtewardſhip in his own perſon, and the

butlerſhip by his deputed delegate Sir Thomas Bourchier, knight.

The priory of Tunbridge was founded by Richard de Clare, in the year of Grace

1 191, and ſtored with canons regular, or canons of Auguſtins, and dedicated to

St. Mary Magdalen, which upon the petition of the founder, was confirmed by pope

Celeſtin, in the ſame year it was erected.

In the year 1353, an unhappy fire ſeized upon it, which almoſt reduced the whole

ſtructure into aſhes ; to balance which diſaſter, the church of Leigh was appro

priated to this convent, that by this additional ſupport, this cloiſter thus defaced

with flame might again recover its former, not only bulk, but ſplendor likewiſe.

Somerhill is now an eminent ſeat in this pariſh, and was certainly in elder times

allotted, as a manſion, or place of reſidence by the earls of Glouceſter to thoſe

gentlemen who were bailiffs of their great chaſe called South-Frith, one of whom

was Richard de Philpot of Philpot's in Leigh, not far diſtant, who flouriſhed here,

in the reign of Henry the third, and is written in an old deed, Balivus Foreſt de Tun

bridge ſub Ricardo Comite de Clare. After him I find, one Nicholas Charles exerciſed

this office, and flouriſhed in it, in the reign of Edward the ſecond; and when he

went out, divers of the family of Colepeper and Vane, who were lords of much

land here about Tunbridge, were ſucceſſively inveſted in it, whoſe names it would

be too tedious and impertinent to enumerate. But to return ; that this ſeat was

anciently deſtined and devoted to the uſes above recited, is very probable, be

cauſe it is ſituated on the verge and exterior margent of the foreſt, and ſo by its

commodious poſition, had a peculiar aſpect upon thoſe affairs, wherein this chaſe

and its juriſdićtion was concerned. In fine, after it had been ſubſervient and mi

niſterial for many hundred years to the ſucceſſive ſignory of the ſeveral families of

Clare, Audley, and Stafford, it was in the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth, by

that unfortunate perſon Edward Stafford, duke of Buckingham, who was cruſhed

into an heap of ruins, by thoſe dark and black engines which cardinal Wolſey,

that ſubtle artificer of miſchief, had raiſed upon him, was with mich other land for

feited to the crown; and queen Elizabeth, about the middle of her reign, by royal

conceſſion made it the demean of her faithful ſervant Sir Francis Walfingham,

principal ſecretary of ſtate, who dying without iſſue-male, left it to his daughter and

heir Frances, who was firſt married to the invaluable Sir Philip Sidney ; ſecondly,

to Robert earl of Eſſex: and thirdly, to Richard Burgh, earl of Clanrickard,

created earl of St. Albans, Auguſt the twenty-third, in the year 1628, to whoſe

ſon Ulike Burgh, lately earl of St. Albans and Clanrickard, ſhe bequeathed this

manor of Somerhill.

Hilden is another manor in Tunbridge, and was, as high as I can track any re

cord, the poſſeſſion of the noble family of Vane, who are written in very old deeds,

A Vane, and was certainly their ancient ſeat, before, by marrying with the heir of

Stidolſe, they became poſſeſſors of Badſell. Henry A Vane makes his will in the

year 1456. He was the ſon of John A. Vane, who flouriſhed at this place, in the

reign of Edward the third ; but his predeceſſors enjoyed it, as appears by original

evidences, many years before. From Henry Vane it came over to John A. Vane,

whoſe ſon John Vane, in the tenth year of Henry the ſeventh, conveyed it by ſale to

Dixon, deſcended originally from the Dixons of Scotland, gentlemen of no def

picable account in that nation, and in their poſſeſſion hath it, ever fince the firſt

purchaſe, been conſtantly ſettled.

Darburſt, alias Hildenborough, had the ſame poſſeſſors ſtill with Tunbridge, and

being forfeited, in the thirteenth year of Henry the eighth, by Edward Stafford,

duke of Buckingham, its demean was in the fourteenth year of that prince, granted

to William Skeffington, Eſquire, in whoſe deſcendant the propriety is yetº s

* . ut
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hut the manor itſelf reſted in the crown, until not many years fince it was conveyed

by the ſtate to colonel Robert Gibbons, of Hole, in Rolvenden.

Bardens and Hadloe are two little manors in Tunbridge, both which had owners

df that ſirname. John de Barden held the firſt, as the Book of Aid informs us,

and paid reſpective aid for it, at making the Black Prince knight, in the twentieth

year of Edward the third, and the dateleſs evidences relating to Hadloe, do aſſure

us both of the antiquity and truth of the ſecond. And in the tenure of the firſt did

Barden remain, until the reign of Henry the fourth, and then changed its owner,

and came entirely to be poſſeſſed by Hadloe, but remained not long in his name ;

for John Hadlow dying without iſſue, Alice his ſiſter married to John Woodward,

became his heir ; and ſhe in her widowhood, about the latter end of Henry the fixth,

paſſed away Bardens to John Hopdey, and he in the thirty-eighth of Henry the ſixth

alienated his right to William Hextall; but Hadloe devolved to John Woodward,

ſon of John Woodward aboveſaid, and he in the thirty-ſeventh of Henry the ſixth,

demiſes all his intereſt in Hadloe to William and Henry Hextall; and he the ſame

year by deed releaſes all his right in Hadloe to William ; which William, not many

years after, dying without iſſue-male, Margaret his ſole daughter and heir, brought

theſe two manors to be the inheritance of her huſband William Whetenhall, Eſquire,

whoſe ſon William Whetenhall, Eſquire, about the middle of Henry the eighth,

paſſed away Bardens to Andrew Judde, Eſquire, (who erected the alms-houſes here at

Tunbridge) and Hadloe to William Waller, Eſquire. Judde died without iſſue-male,

and left his eſtate to Alice his ſole heir, married to Thomas Smith, Eſquire, vul

garly called Cuſtomer Smith, and he upon his deceaſe gave Bardens to his ſecond ſon

Sir Thomas Smith of London, in whoſe deſcendants the title yet is reſident; but

Hadloe deſcended to Richard Waller, ſon to William aboveſaid, who about the forty

ſecond year of Elizabeth, alienated it to George Stacy, and he about the beginning

of king James, demiſed it again to Bing, whoſe ſucceſſor Mr. John Bing, in our re

membrance, paſſed it away to David Polhill, Eſquire, whoſe grand-child Mr.

David Polhill, upon the late deceaſe of that his grand-father, is now entituled to the

poſſeſſion of it.

Hollenden is the laſt place in Tunbridge to be taken notice of, which ſpreads its

appendant demean into the pariſh of Leigh, and was in ages of a very high gra

dation, parcel of the patrimony of the ancient family of Fremingham; for in the

fifty-fifth year of Henry the third, I find that Ralph de Fremingham obtained a

charter of free-warren to ſeveral of his manors in Kent, in the regiſter of which was

Hollenden. In times of a more modern aſpect, that is, about the reign of Henry

the fourth, I find it by ſome old court-rolls to be the Cheyneys, and there are ſeveral

parcels of land that relate to this manor, which are adopted into their name, and

are called Cheyneys fields; and in this family did the manor continue, until the

latter end of Henry the eighth, and then it was alienated to Walle, to whoſe inhe

ritance it continued united, until that age which fell within the circle of our fathers

cogniſance, and then it was paſſed away to Crittenden, which family at this inſtant

is entituled to the ſignory of it. But part of the demean which is ſpread into

Leigh, was about the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, conveyed to Stacy, whoſe

ſucceſſor almoſt in our remembrance alienated it to Turner, and he not many years

ſince demiſed it to James Pelſet, -

TUYDLEY, anciently written TWIDLEY, lies in the hundreds of Wachling.

ftone and Twyford, and was not worth the conſideration, were it not for Badſell,

where a family who extračted their firname from hence, had long fince their habi

tation, from whom by a daughter and co-heir the inheritance went into Stidulph,

from whom the Stidulphs or Stidolfes of Surry are originally branched out; a noble

family certainly, and of eminent genealogy, there being frequent mention in that

book, which they call the ſurvey of the Lowey of Tunbridge, taken in the four

teenth year of Edward the fourth, of this name and family ; but when the ſucceſſive

mutation of time had crumbled the name of Stidolfe at this place into a daughter

and heir called Agnes, upon her eſpouſals with John Vane, Badſell becameintº
rate

-
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rated into the intereſt and concern of that family, and by a communicative right

iſſuing out from this alliance, does Mildmay Fane, now earl of Weſtmorland en

title himſelf to the inſtant propriety and poſſeſſion of Tuydley and Badſell.

Kippings Croſs, in Tuydley, hath been (as appears by ſeveral old dateleſs evidences

and other monuments) for many hundred years the ſeat and inheritance of Kipping,

who bore for their coat armour, as it appears exemplified and confirmed to Robert

Kipping, of Brenchley, gentleman, the fifth of September, in the thirty-ſeventh

year of Henry the eighth, Lozingee, or and azure, upon a chief gules, a lion paſſant or,

langued and armed azure. But this family after ſuch a vaſt continuance here and at

Brenchley, not many years ſince determined in two daughters and co-heirs; Dorothy

the eldeſt, was married to Edward Darrell, Eſquire, ſecond ſon to Sir Robert Dar

rell, of Colehill, and Ann married to Mr. James Darrell, fourth ſon of Sir Robert

abovementioned, and now ſecondly to Thomas Henſhaw, of Kenſington, Eſquire,

deſcended from the ancient family of Henſhaw, of Henſhaw, in Cheſhire.

U.

LCOMB, in the hundred of Eyhorne, was the patrimony of St. Legers (writ

ten in Latin records de Sanão Leodegario.) Sir Robert de Sančio Ledegario entered

into England with William the Conqueror, and was of that high repute, that, ac

cording to the received tradition of this family, he with his hand ſupported that prince,

when he firſt went out of his ſhip to land in Suſſex; afterwards, when in the twentieth

of that king's government, there was an univerſal ſurvey taken of each man's par

ticular demean, throughout the nation, who was of any account or eminence, which

we call Doomſday Book, there is a recital of the abovementioned Robert de St. Leger

to have held lands at Ulcomb, which the evidences of this family do inform us,

were taken from a pagan Dane whom he before had conquered, and who inhabited

at this place. Guy de St. Leger, as Mr. Fuller diſcovers to us in his Eccleſiaſtical

Hiſtory, was appointed by William the Conqueror to be an aſſiſtant knight to

Adelmere, one of the monks of Ely. Rafe de St. Leger is regiſtered in the roll of

thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen, who accompanied Richard the firſt to the ſiege of Acon,

and, as the inſcription on his leaden ſhroud in the vault of this church does ſignify,

was engaged in the holy quarrel fifteen years. Another Rafe St. Leger, and Hugh

St. Leger, were recognitores magne aſſe, in the ſecond year of king John. Sir Rafe de

St. Leger, Sir Joſeph de St. Leger, and Sir Thomas St. Leger, were with Edward

the firſt at the fiege of Carlaverock, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, and for

their fignal atchievements there received the order of the knighthood. Indeed in

times ſubſequent to this there was ſcarce almoſt any noble and generous undertaking,

but the annals of our Engliſh hiſtory repreſent a St. Leger concerned and intereſted in

it. And for their collateral alliances by which they became united in conſanguinity

to ſeveral illuſtrious families, none in that particular have been more ſucceſsful then

themſelves. Sir Thomas St. Leger ſecond brother to Sir Rafe St. Leger, married

Anne dutcheſs of Exeter, ſiſter to king Edward the fourth, and ſo became twiſted

into the family of that prince, by a nearneſs of alliance, as he had before been

taken into his boſom by a union of friendſhip, by whom he had only Ann his daugh

ter and heir, who was married to SirGeorge Manners, lord Roſſe, from whom the earls

of Rutland are in a direét line branched out. Sir James St. Leger, this man's brother,

married with Anne, one of the co-heirs of Thomas Boteler, earl of Ormond ; from

whom the St. Legers of the county of Devon were extraćted; out of which ſtem

was Sir William St. Leger, who was lord preſident of Munſter in Ireland, one

thouſand fix hundred forty and two. Sir Anthony St. Leger, father of Sir Warham,

was lord deputy of Ireland, which place he managed with much prudence and

magnanimity; his ſecond ſon Sir Anthony St. Leger, father to Sir Anthony St.

Leger, now of Wierton houſe, in Boughton Monchenfie, died maſter of the rolls in

Ireland; which office he diſcharged with a great deal of faith and no leſs integrity ;

thus
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thus have I in landſcape pourtrayed this noble family, which in an undivided chain

of deſcent was ſettled at Ulcomb, from the conqueror's time even till of late, and

then Sir Anthony St. Leger alienated his right in it, which was grown reverend by

a ſubſcription of ſo many ages, to ſerjeant Clerk of Rocheſter, father to Mr. Francis

Clerk, deſcended from Henryë. who was ſecond brother to Sir John Clerk,

who took the duke of Longuevil priſoner at the battle fought between Bomy and

Spours.

Pº church of Ulcomb belonged to Chriſt-church, in Canterbury, and being

ſnatched away was reſtored by king Edmund in the year 941. And about 430 years

ſince was made a collegiate church by Stephen Langton, archbiſhop of Canterbury,

and the head thereof was called archpreſbyter. -

Boycot is another manor in Ulcomb, which afforded both ſeat and ſirname to a fa

mily of that denomination, as appears by ſeveral old deeds, ſome of which are without

date, which remember Stephen de Boycot, John de Boycot, and Alexander Boycot,

which laſt flouriſhed here in the reign of Edward the third, and Richard the ſecond;

and from him did it by paternal delegation devolve to John Boycot; and he had iſſue

John Boycot and Stephen Boycot, one of which ſold his proportion which accrued to

him by the cuſtom of Gavelkind to Richard Hovenden, and the other by the like

alienation tranſmitted his intereſt in it to William Adam, from whom it came over

by donation to Thomas Glover, as is ſpecified in the deed of ſale, by which the

abovementioned perſon, in the firſt year of Henry the ſeventh, alienates it to

Richard Hovenden. After Hovenden was crumbled away, it came by purchaſe to

be the poſſeſſion of Clerk, of Wood-church, the laſt of which name which was en

tituled to the inheritance was Humphrey Clerk, Eſquire, who in the nineteenth of

queen Elizabeth alienated it to Thomas Sands, and he in the twentieth year of the

aboveſaid princes, conveyed it to the lady Elizabeth Berkley, whoſe grand-child

-- * * * * * * Berkley, Eſquire, is now proprietor of it.

Kingſhoth is the laſt manor in Ulcomb; it was part of that demean which related

to the abby of Feverſham, and continued united to its patrimony, until the public

diſſolution filed it off, and then it became the intereſt of the crown, until Henry the

eighth, in the thirty-ſecond year of his reign, granted it to Sir Anthony St. Leger,

knight of the garter, lord deputy of Ireland, and one of his privy council, whoſe

ſon Sir Warham St. Leger, in the tenth year of queen Elizabeth, conveyed it to

William Iſley, Eſquire, who not long after paſſed it away to Anthony Sampſon,

who in the twenty firſt year of queen Elizabeth alienated it to James Auſtin ; and

he in the year 1599, ſold it to Robert Cromer, who dying without iſſue male, Anne

his daughter and heir brought it along with her to her huſband Sir Arthur Harris,

of Crixey, in Eſſex, who upon his deceaſe gave it to his ſecond ſon Mr. John Har

ris, and his ſon and heir Mr. Cranmer Harris, of Lincolns Inn, enjoys the inſtant in

heritance of it.

UP-CHURCH, in the hundred of Milton, was in elder times in the regiſter of

thoſe lands, manors, and hereditaments, which owned the dominion of the illuſtrious

family of Leybourn. Roger de Leybourn, in the fiftieth year of Henry the third,

had a grant to hold his lands at Hartlip, Reinham, ad Up-church, by the fourth

part of a knight's fee, and from him did the clew of ſucceſſive deſcent in a continued

track tranſport it to his great grand-child Juliana de Leybourne, widow of John

de Haſtings (not father of Laurence de Haſtings, earl of Pembroke, as ſome

have erroneouſly printed, but his kinſman) and next of William de Clinton, earl of

Huntington, whom ſhe ſurvived, and died poſſeſſed of this manor in the forty-third

year of Edward the third, and as the inquiſition after her deceaſe informs us, without

any iſſue or kindred who might ſuperſede the intereſt of the crown, by pretending

a direct or collateral title to her eſtate; ſo that king Edward the third by eſcheat be.

came inveſted in this manor, as a limb of the eſtate thus acquired, who in the fiftieth

year of his reign, ſettled it on the abby of St. Mary Grace on Tower hill, of his

foundation and endowment; and having remained treaſured up in the revenue of

that cloiſter, until the general ſuppreſſion, it was phen plucked off, and by king

Henry the eighth granted in the thirty-firſt of his reign to Thomas Green, Eſquire,

whoſe deſcendant in our fathers memory rºl away his concern in it to Apſley.

4. Ham,
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Ham, Sharpendſh, and Wºff-court are three little manors ſituated within the circuit

of this pariſh, and were parcel of that patrimony, which related to the abby of

St. Auguſtins; which upon the diſſolution of that fraternity (the vaſt demean which

appertained to it, being more heinous in the eyes of Henry the eighth, than thoſe

crimes and offences, though peradventure of a complexion dark enough, which were

charged upon the convent) he, I mean the prince aboveſaid, raviſhed them away from

the patrimony of the church, to incorporate and interweave them with the revenue

of the crown where their title and property was not long lodged ; for king Henry

the eighth conveyed them by grant to William Hach, deſcended from Hach of

* Aller, in Devon, who not long after paſſed them away to Thomas Green, Eſquire,

written in his deeds alias Norton; where after the poſſeſſion of them had ſome years

continued, the intereſt of all theſe manors was, by the mutation of ſale, tranſported

into Alderſey, anceſtor to captain Terry Alderſey, of Swanton-court, in Bredgar,

now lord of the fee and ſignory of theſe above recited places.

W.

ALDERSHARE, in the hundred of Eaſtry, was in elder times the ſeat of

an eminent family called Malmains.j: John de Malmains is recorded in an

ancient roll of thoſe gentlemen which entered England with William the Con

queror, and engaged with him at the battle of Battle. John de Malmains, as Mr.

Fuller in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory does repreſent to us, was ſtandard bearer to the

Norman footmen, and was joined by William the Conqueror as an aſſiſtant knight

to Otho, one of the monks of Ely. Henry Malmains is regiſtered in the bed-roll

of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen who aſſiſted Richard the firſt at the fiege of Acon. John

de Malmains is regiſtered in the pipe rolls amongſt thoſe who were recognitores magne

aſſe, in the reign of king John, a place of that latitude of truſt and authority,

that thoſe who managed it were frequently ſelečted out of the chiefeſt knights and

moſt eminent gentlemen of the county. , Sir Nicholas de Malmains was engaged

with Edward the firſt at the ſiege of Carlaverock in Scotland, in the twenty eighth

of his reign, and for his worthy undertaking there received the dignity of knight

hood, and from him did Walderſhare deſcend to Nicholas de Malmains, who died

poſſeſſed of this and much other land in the twenty-third year of Edward the third,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 160, and from him deſcended Henry Malmains his grand-child, who

dying about the beginning of Henry, the fourth without iſſue-male, left his eſtate

here at Walderſhare, to Agnes his ſole daughter and heir married toThomas Goldwell,

of Great Chart; yet had this Henry a kinſman called Thomas Malmains, ſon of John

Malmains, who had a conſiderable ſhare of this manor of Walderſhare, which by

his heir general devolved to John Monins, Eſquire, who about the beginning of

Henry the ſixth, purchaſed all that demean and intereſt which Thomas Goldwell

was entituled to here, and ſo became ſole lord of Walderſhare. This John Monins

was deſcended from John Monins, who in the twentieth year of Edward the third

held lands at Swinkfield, as appears by the Book of Aid, by the title of Eſquire, and

was allied to William Monings or Monins, (for in old records they are written ſo pro

miſcuouſly) who was ſeveral times knight of the ſhire for Norfolk, as appears by

the record in the tower, whoſe title is de Expenſis Militum, in the time of Richard the

ſecond; and John Monins, this man’s ſon, was a perſon of ſo eminent notice in this

county, that he obtained an indulgence under the ſeal of Sixtus the fourth, bear

ing date 1474, to carry along with him a prieſt and a portable altar for celebration

ºne offices in his neceſſary journeyings ; and John Monins, this man's grand

child, and ſon of Robert, compounds with Thomas Hobbys, in the twentieth year

of Henry the ſeventh, for ten marks as part of his fine to be excuſed from being made

knight of the bath at the creation of Henry his ſon prince of Wales; Edward

Monins, Eſquire, was juſtice of the peace for Kent the latter part of the reign of

Henry the eighth, and he was anceſtor to Sir William Monins, who was made knight

and

4 See more of this family of Malmains in the catalogue of ſheriffs.
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and baronet the twenty-ninth day of June, in the ninth year of king James, by the

name of Sir William Monings, of Walderſhare, and from him is not only this title,

but likewiſe the ſignory of this manor now devolved by paternal right to his ſon and

heir Edward Monins baronet.

WALMER is a member of Sandwich, and ſo is in no hundred: it was one of thoſe

principal ſeats which owned the juriſdićtion and ſignory of the noble and ſpreading fa

mily of Crioll, written frequently likewiſe Keriel. The firſt, whom I find to be poſſeſ.

ed of it, was Matilda de Crioll, widow of Simon de Crioll, and ſhe in right of dower

was in poſſeſſion of it at her death, which was in the fifty-ſecond of Henry the third,

Rot. Eſc. Num. 34. The next of this name whom the beams of public record repre

fent to me to be the poſſeſſor of it, was Nicholas de Crioll, who enjoyed it at his

death, which was in the thirty-firſt of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 39. In ages

of a nearer approach unto us, John de Crioll, in the forty-ninth year of Edward the

third, died ſeized of it, and ſo did William Keriell in the firſt year of Henry the

fifth, Rot. Eſc. Num. 21, and left it to his ſon Sir John Crioll of Sarre in Thanet,

who (as an old pedigree of this family informs me) was in eminent command under

Henry the fifth in his ſucceſsful expedition into France, having the condućt of

ſeveral Kentiſh ſquadrons at the battle of Agincourt, and died laden more with

honour then with years in the ninth year of Henry the ſixth, and left Sir Thomas

Crioll or Keriell knight of the garter, heir both of his eſtate and virtues; of whom,

becauſe our chronicles ſpeak ſo much, I ſhall not be ſilent. He was governor of

Gourney in Normandy, in the ninth year of Henry the fixth, under John duke of

Bedford, the regent ; not far from which place, he defeated the earl of Britain, and

in that diſcomfiture ſlew fix hundred, and took two hundred priſoners. In the four

teenth year of Henry the ſixth, the duke of Burgundy infeſted Crotoy with a ſiege,

which being ſucceſsfully raiſed by the lord Talbot, Sir Thomas Keriell aſſaults his

rear with that courage, that he forced that duke to a diſorderly retreat, leaving his

canon and carriages behind him, as the reward of his valour and fortune. In the

twenty-ſeventh year of Henry the ſixth, he was ſent over into France with fifteen

hundred men as a freſh ſupply to buy up the ſinking affairs of the Engliſh in that

nation, with which he recovered many places, of ſtrength ; but overlaid with mul

titudes in an encounter at Formigney, by the earl of Ceremont and the conſtable of

France, after he had with unparallelled teſtimonies of perſonal courage en leavoured

to preſerve the fortune of the day, he received a defeat; the enemy buying his

vićtory at ſo dear a rate, that it almoſt undid the purchaſer Laſtly his fate caſt him

into that civil conteſt which broke out between the two houſes of York and Lan

caſter, and being ſatisfied with the juſtice of thoſe principles upon which the firſt had

engaged in arms, became an eager aſſerter of its claim to the diadem, and having

embarked himſelf with Richard earl of Warwick, then the Atlas of that faction, in

defence of it, at the ſecond battle of St. Albans periſhed in the ruins of that field,

and by an unſtained, though a calamitous fidelity, became the great example of

loyalty to the houſe of York. And he dying without iſſue-male, one of his daughters

and co-heirs, by marrying with John Fogge, of Repton, Eſquire, brought this

manor upon the partition of the eſtate between Fogge and Bourchier, who married

the other, to be annexed to the demean of that family, and upon his deceaſe it

deſcended to his ſon Thomas Fogge, ſerjeant porter of Calais, who dying without

iſſue-male, Anne Fogge who was one of his two daughters and co-heirs, firſt marry

ing with William Scot, and afterwards to Henry Iſham, brought this to be parcel

of the inheritance of her ſecond huſband ; but his ſon Edward Iſham, about the

latter end of queen Elizabeth, concluding in Mary Iſham his only inheritrix, ſhe by

eſpouſing Sir George Perkins united it to his patrimony, and he ſettled the reverſion

of it after his wife's deceaſe upon Mary his daughter married to Sir Richard Minſhull:

of Cheſhire, created baron of Minſhull 1642, (deſcended from that eminent ſoldier

Michael de Minſhul, who for his glorious ſervice performed in the quarrel of Richard

the firſt at the ſiege of Acon, had the aſſignment for ever of the creſcent and ſtar

for the coat armour of this family.) And he and the lady Mary Perkins concurring

in a joint ſale, paſſed it away in the ſecond of king Charles to James Hugiſon of

Lingſted, whoſe ſon William Hugiſon, Eſquire, by deſcendant right is entituled to

the poſſeſſion of it. WALT

+ Aregrim a Saxon held the manor of Minſhull in Cheſhire, as Doomſday Book teſtifies, in the time of

the Conqueror ut liber bomo.
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WALTHAM (in the hundreds of Bredge, Petham, and Stowting) was anciently

a member of that revenue which acknowledged the intereſt of the knights templars,

as appears by a ſurvey taken of this manor, in the year of grace, one thouſand one

hundred and eighty, and regiſtered in the book ſtiled de terris templariorium, which

is preſerved in the remembrancer's office in the exchequer; and in that ſurvey, there

is mention made of Ivo de Haut, who held lands at that time of Temple Waltham,

lying at Petham not far diſtant, which juſtifies the antiquity of that name in this

track. Upon the total ſuppreſſion and extinction of this order here in England, on

pretence of ſome prodigious crimes ſtuck upon it (which whether they were imagi

nary or real, muſt be diſcuſſed in that critical day, when the ſecrets of all hearts,

and the bottom of all ſecrets ſhall be opened) this manor of Waltham, was in the

ſeventeenth year of Edward the ſecond, by grant inveſted in the knights of St. John

of Jeruſalem, commonly called the knights hoſpitalers, and here in this order it

reſted, until the reign of Henry the eighth ; and then being diſſolved, by that im

petuous tempeſt, which like a hurricane, fell upon this and all other conventual

orders in this nation, it was ſwallowed up in the revenue of the crown, and there lay

couched, till the latter part of queen Elizabeth; and then it was, in the forty-ſecond

year of her ſwaying the Engliſh ſcepter, granted to John Manwaring, Eſquire, from

whom by Hope Manwaring, his daughter and heir, the intereſt went to Humphrey

Hamond ; upon whoſe deceaſe, ſhe was re-married to Sir Robert Stapylton, a per

ſon who hath erected his own everlaſting tomb and epitaph, in thoſe exquiſite

tranſlations of his, of Pliny’s panegyric to Trajan, Juvenal's ſatyrs, and laſtly,

Strada's hiſtory of the wars, and other tranſačtions of the Low Countries, who by

º from his ſon-in-law Mr. Manwaring Hamond, holds the inſtant fee ſimple

Of 11.

Eſhmerfield is another eminent manor in Waltham, and calls for ſome reſpective

account; becauſe in ages of a higher pedigree, it confeſſed itſelf in the revenual

of the ſignal family of Crioll; for Bertram de Crioll poſſeſſed it at his death, which

was in the twenty-third year of Edward the firſt, and though he expired in a daughter

and heir, yet it continued ſtill in the tenure" of a younger houſe, until Bennet,

daughter and co-heir of Sir Thomas Crioll, who was ſlain at the ſecond battle of St.

Albans, brought it to her huſband John Fogge, Eſquire, whoſe ſon Thomas Fogge,

about the beginning of Henry the ſeventh, alienated his right and concern in it to

-Sir Thomas Kempe, in which family the inheritance remained until the latter end

of queen Elizabeth, and then it came to be poſſeſſed by Sir Thomas Kempe, this

man's grand-child, who concluding in four daughters and co-heirs, this upon the

partition of his eſtate devolved by one of them to Sir Dudley Diggs, and he not long

after paſſed it away to Mr. Thomas Twiſden, a younger brother of Sir William Twiſ

den, whoſe heirs in our memory tranſplanted the propriety by ſale into Sir John

Aſhburnham; to whoſe widow the lady Aſhburnham it accrued upon his deceaſe,

as having been before by ſpecial compact made part of her dower, ſo that ſhe at this

inſtant hath the uſe of the emergent profits and income of it.

Whetacre is another ſmall manor, that lies within the circle of this pariſh, not

worth the memorial, were it not for a family which extraćted its ſirname from hence;

for I find Nigellus de Whetacre mentioned in the Book of Aid, to have held lands

here, in the twentieth of Edward the third. In times of a lower date, that is, about

the reign of Henry the fixth, I find the family of Hels or Hils, deſcended from the

Hels, of Hels-court, in Woditon to be planted in the poſſeſſion; and in this name

was the intereſt of it conſtant, until the beginning of Edward the ſixth, and then

it was alienated to Prude, whoſe ſucceſſor conveyed it to alderman Cockain of

London, from whom the ſame ſtream of viciſſitude carried it into Beacon.

WATRINGBURY, in the hundred of Twiford, was, in ages of a very high

gradation, the patrimony of a family which enjoyed that firname, and held not only

the manor of Watringbury itſelf, but Chart and Fowls, which lie within the pre

cinéts of this pariſh likewiſe; and bore for their coat-armour argent ſix lionceux ram

pant ſable ; in aſſimilation, I believe, of the lord Leybourne his neighbour, who was

a perſon of a vaſt power, and no leſs eſtate in this track; but before the latter end of

Henry the third, this family was extinguiſhed and vaniſhed, and then the next family

- which
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which ſtept into the poſſeſſion of theſe places, upon the extinétion of this, was the

noble family of Leybourne of Leybourne-caſtle. Thomas de Leybourne held it at

his deceaſe, which was in the firſt year of Edward the ſecond, and tranſmitted them

to his ſucceſſor Roger de Leybourne, who died ſeized of them, in the beginning of

Edward the third, and left only one daughter and heir, called Juliana Leybourne,

who in relation to the vaſt proportion of revenue which accrued to her upon his de

ceaſe, was ſtiled the Infanta of Kent; ſhe was firſt married to John de Haſtings, a

kinſman of Lawrence de Haſtings, who was earl of Pembroke, who dying without

any iſſue ſurviving by this lady, upon his deceaſe ſhe choſe for her ſecond huſband,

William de Clinton, earl of Huntington; but by him likewiſe had no iſſue, as ap

pears by the inquiſition taken after her death, which was in the forty-third year of

Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num, 57. nor could there be any diſcovered, that by col

lateral affinity to this lady by her father's ſide could elude the eſcheat, by pretending

a title to the eſtate, ſo that it devolved to the crown, as the common heir, jure

patronati's, as the civilians call it, by right of patronage and protection ; and king

Edward the third, in the fiftieth year of his reign, granted Watringbury, Chart,

and Fowles, which were parcel of the abovementioned revenue of Leybourne, to

the abby of St. Mary Grace upon Tower-hill; in whoſe revenue they lay couched

till the general ſuppreſſion, in the twenty-ninth of Henry the eighth, and then they

were by that prince, in the thirty-ſixth year of his reign, granted to Giles Bridges,

and Robert Harris, who immediately after paſſed them away to Sir Robert South

well, from whom by as quick a tranſition they went away to Sir Edward North, and he

alienated them to Sir Martin Bowes, from whom they paſſed away to Sir John Baker,

who ſuddenly after diveſted himſelf of his right to them, and ſold them to Nevill

de la Hay ; where it is to be noted that theſe revolutions of the title fell out in

leſs then thirty years. Nevill de la Hay had iſſue George de la Hay, who about

the latter end of queen Elizabeth, paſſed away Watringbury to Wilkinſon, and

Chart and Fowles to Roger Twiſden, Eſquire; Wilkinſon in our fathers memory

conveyed Watringbury by ſale to Sir Thomas Stile, knight and baronet, father to

| Sir Thomas Stile, baronet, the inſtant proprietor of it. Chert and Fowls, deſcended

to Sir William Twiſden, knight and baronet, father to Sir Roger Twiſden, now

poſſeſſor of them both, to whoſe papers I owe for the latter part of my intelligence

concerning the ſucceſſive poſſeſſors of theſe above recited manors.

I had almoſt forgot to inform the reader, that in the fourth year of Edward the

ſecond, Henry de Leybourne obtained a charter of free-warren to his lands at Wa

tringbury; amongſt which, Chart in this pariſh is particularly recited. º

. Iſºftlery is another manor in this pariſh, which had anciently proprietors of that

ſirname; the laſt of which name was John Weſtbery, who deceaſed without iſſue,

and ſo tranſmitted his right in it by teſtament to Agnes Ellis his niece, and ſhe in

the twenty-third year of Henry the ſixth, alienated her intereſt in it to Richard

Fiſhbourne, in whom it was not long reſident ; for he in the thirty-third year of that

prince, conveyed it by ſale to Sir Thomas Browne, of Bechworth-caſtle in Surry,

controller of the houſe, and privy councellor to Henry the fixth ; from whom by

an even ſtream of deſcent the title flowed down to his ſucceſſor Sir Thomas Browne,

who in the twenty-fifth year of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away to Roger Twiſden,

Eſquire, grandfather to Sir Roger Twiſden, knight and baronet, in whom the

preſent, propriety of this place is reſident. -

. Canans is the laſt manor in this pariſh. It is called ſo, becauſe it anciently be-,

longed to the prior and canons of Leeds; and, after it had for many ages reſted in

the demean of this convent, it was by the diſſolution, in the reign of Henry the

eighth, which like a general inundation broke in upon the patrimony of the church,

ſwept away; but was by grant from that prince ſuddenly after ſettled on the dean

and chapter of Rocheſter, and made a branch of their revenue.

-Watringbury had the grant of a weekly market on the Tueſday, and a three days

fair at the feaſt of St. John the Baptiſt, both procured to it by Hugh de Leybourne,

in the fourth year of Edward the ſecond. - - -

4 X EAST
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EAST-WELL, in the hundred of Wye, was anciently the poſſeſſion of a family,

which extracted its ſirname from hence. Matilda de Eaſtwell held it at her deceaſe,

which was in the fifty-ſecond year of Henry the third, Rot: Eſc. Num. 32. But ſoon

after this, this family was faded away at this place, and then it devolved to be a limb

of that revenue, which acknowledged the juriſdiction and poſſeſſion of Bertram de

ICrioll, and he held it, in the twenty-third year of Edward the firſt; but his ſon John

Crioll dying without iſſue, about the beginning of Edward the third, it came down

to Richard de Rokeſley, ſeneſchall and governor of Ponthieu and Monſtreul, as ap

pears, Pat. 1. Edwardi ſecundi, in the reign of Edward the ſecond, who had married

Joan, ſole daughter, and now heir of Bertram de Crioll; but the ſame viciſſitude,

not long after carried it off from this name; for he went out likewiſe in two daugh

ters and co heirs, one of whom called Agnes, by marrying with Thomas de Poyn

ings, entombed the name in his family, and the eſtate here at Eaſt-well, and elſe

where, in his patrimony; but (as one ingeniouſly obſerves) the world itſelf, is but a

great ball caſt down into the air to ſport the ſtars, and all the depopulations of

kingdoms, and ruins of empires, is but their paſtime; ſo I may likewiſe infer, that

great families, from their tumblings and rollings, are but the mockery and diſports

of time, and ſo it appeared here; for Richard lord Poynings, ſucceſſor to the above

ſaid Thomas, died the eleventh year of Richard the ſecond, and left his eſtate here

to his ſole daughter and heir, Eleanor married to Henry Percy, earl of Northumber

land, in whoſe right he became lord Poynings, and ſo Eaſtwell became linked to his

revenue, and dwelt in his name, and ſupported the ſignory of Percy, until the fate

of ſale diſlodged it; for in the twenty-third year of Henry the eighth, Henry earl of

Northumberland paſſes it away to Sir Thomas Cheyney, William Walfingham, and

William Fitz Williams, and they not long after conveyed it to Sir Chriſtopher Hales,

attorney general to Henry the eighth, and he died poſſeſſed of it, in the thirty

third year of that prince, and left it to his ſon Sir James Hales, who not long after

alienated it to Sir Thomas Moile, chancellor of the court of augmentations, who

erected almoſt all that ſtupendious fabrick, which now ſo obliges the eye to ad.

miration, and left it to Sir Thomas Finch, who had married Katharine his daughter

and co-heir, a gentleman who merited a calmer fate, and a nobler tomb; for after

many gallant atchievements performed at Newhaven in France, he ſuffered ſhipwreck,

in his return to England, and left it to his ſon Sir Moile Finch, who very much en

larged Eaſt-well-court, with both ſumptuous, elegant and convenient additions,

and left it in dower to his widow Elizabeth Finch, daughter and heir of Sir

Thomas Heneage, firſt created viſcounteſs Maidſtone by king James, and after

£ounteſs of Winchelſey, in the year 1628, by king Charles ; from whom both the

honour, and Eaſt-well deſcended to her ſon Thomas earl Winchelſey, and from

him to his ſon, the right honourable Heneage Finch, now earl of Winchelſey, and

viſcount Maidſtone.

Since I am ſo happily engaged to a diſcourſe of this eminent family of Finch, I

ſhall diſcover in landſcape the deep antiquity of their firſt extraction. They were

originally deſcended from Henry Fitz-Herbert, chamberlain to king Henry the firſt,

who married the daughter and heir of Sir Robert le Corbet, and had iſſue by her a

ſon named Herbert, and he was father to Herbert Fitz-Herbert, who by his firſt

wife Lucy, daughter and co-heir of Milo, earl of Hereford, and lord high conſtable

of England, had iſſue a ſon named Peter Fitz-Herbert, from whom the Herberts

earls of Pembroke originally iſſued out, and by his ſecond wife Matilda (after his

deceaſe, remarried to the lord Columbers) he had iſſue Matthew Fitz-Herbert, who .

was one of the Magnates or barons, at theº: of magna charta, and was one

of the powerful partiſans of king John, at the making the accord between that

prince and his barons, at Running Mead, between Windſor and Stanes; his ſon

likewiſe called Matthew Fitz Herbert, was the fourth baron mentioned in the roll

of that parliament, which was convened at Tewkſbury. The alteration of this

name into Finch, was about the tenth of Edward the firſt, at which time Herbert

Fitz-Herbert purchaſed the manor of Finches in Lidde, of which being entire lord,

as he was not of Netherfield, he aſſumed his firname from that, as many other fa

milies fell in that age, under the ſame mutation, and borrowed ſirnames from thoſe

places which were wholly under their poſſeſſion and ſignory. In the eighth#. ;
Walſ
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:

Edward the ſecond; there was a ſuperſedeas iſſued out, mentioning that Herbert Fitz

Herbert, called Finch, was a ward, in the twenty-eighth year of Edward the

firſt, and ſo could not perſonally ſerve with the king in his wars in Scotland, and

therefore was releaſed of his eſcuage for all his eſtate in Kent and Suſſex, which to

gether with ſome of the ancient patrimony, and ſeveral knights fees at Netherfield in

Suſſex, and elſewhere, are not yet departed from this noble family.

WESTWELL, in the hundred of Calehill, was confirmed to the monks of Chriſt

church in Canterbury, for a ſupply in their diet, in the year 1241. But it ſeems they

were queſtioned, quo warranto they poſſeſſed this manor, and after a ſolemn deciſion,

per patriam, it is affirmed and atteſted in the confirmation of the aboveſaid prince,

that it was enſtated upon them by his predeceſſors, and continued afterwards un

queſtionably parcel of the demean of the cloiſter abovelaid, until it was reſigned by

the monks of Chriſt-church, into the hands of Henry the eighth, and was exchanged

with Thomas, archbiſhop of Canterbury, by the crown, in the twenty-ninth year of

Henry the eighth, whoſe predeceſſors had a large ſhare in it long before, but was

again reaſſumed by queen Elizabeth in the vacancy of that ſee, and afterwards it

reſted in the crown until almoſt our memory, and then it was granted away to Sir

Nicholas Tufton of Hothfield, father to the right honourable John, earl of Thanet,

now proprietor of it. The parſonage anciently belonged to the archbiſhop of Canter

bury, until Thomas Arundell the archbiſhop gave it, in the year 1397, to the monks

of Chriſt-church, to counterpoiſe thoſe vaſt expences which they were to be at in re

erecting the nave or body of the cathedral, (calledMulam Eccleſiae by Eadmerus) which

Simon de Sudbury plucked down, and had intended that it ſhould, like a Phoenix,

have roſe more glorious out of its aſhes; but was intercepted in his deſign by a

ſudden death, being beheaded by Wat Tiler, and the confluence of his impious and

barbarous complices. This church thus appropriated, was confirmed to the monks

aboveſaid, in the year 14oo, by king Henry the fourth, and upon the ſuppreſſion

was re-inſtated upon the dean and chapter of Chriſt-church by Henry the eighth.

Ripley-court is a ſeat of good antiquity in this pariſh, and more eminent, be

cauſe it afforded a ſirname to gentlemen of good rank in this track, of which

number was Richard de Ripley, who died ſeized of this manor, in the thirtieth year

of Edward the firſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 91, and in an old deed is called Miles Ar

chiepiſcopi, that is, he held this manor of the archbiſhop by knights ſervice; but

before the latter end of Edward the third, this family was vaniſhed, and then the

Brockhuls and Idens ſucceeded in the poſſeſſion; the laſt of which was a family of

great antiquity, and no leſs revenue, about Iden in Suſſex, and Rolvenden in this

county. For in the year 1280, as appears by a fine levied that year; John the ſon

of Thomas de Iden, paſſes away lands to John de More. And of this family was

Alexander Iden, Eſquire, ſheriff of Kent, in the thirty-fourth year of Henry the

ſixth, who in the twenty-eighth year of that prince, ſlew Jack Cade, who had bor

rowed the diſguiſed perſon of Mortimer, excited thereunto, as was the opinion of

thoſe times, by the ſuggeſtions of Richard duke of York, to fathom the peoples

affections to that man, in the ſtrength of whoſe title he intended in the future to

claim the Engliſh diadem... But the attempts of Cade being diſappointed by the

formerly infatuated, but now diſenchanted multitudes deſerting of him, who be:

gan to reſent his fraud and impoſture upon their total diſſipation, ſhrowded himſelf

in ſome of thoſe grounds which belonged to Ripley-court, and lay not far diſtant

from Hothfield, and were then in the tenure of William Iden juſtice of the peace,

and father of the aboveſaid Alexander; where being diſcovered, he was by that

worthy perſon, offered up a ſacrifice to the juſtice of Henry the ſixth. . But I have

digreſſed, I now return. After this ſeat had for ſo many deſcents been the reſidence

of this family, and the cradle and ſeminary of many worthy perſons, who had been

ſubſervient and miniſterial to the honour and intereſt of this county, by their mag

nanimity and prudence ; it went away from Iden by ſale. to Darell, and George

Darell, in the laſt year of Edward the ſixth, conveyed it to Baker, anceſtor to

Mr. . . . . . . Baker of Windſor, now proprietor of it.

Diggs court is another eminent ſeat in this pariſh, which was the manſion of the

noble family of Diggs or Digge, who promiſcuouſly writ themſelves in elder times

ſometimes of Barham, and ſometimes of Weſtwell, as appears by many of their an
CICI]t
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cient evidences and other muniments yet extant. In the reign of Edward the third,

there was one Adomarus de Digge, who frequently writ himſelf of Weſtwell; but

whether it was he that was the judge, or not, I cannot poſitively aver. In fine, af

ter this place had for many ages acknowledged the ſignory of this family, it came

down to John Digge, in whom the male line ended; ſo that his female heir being

married to Henry Aucher, annexed it to the revenue of that family, and from him

hath the title by a thread of many years, been guided down to Mr. . . . . . Aucher.

Dean-court may be regiſtered likewiſe in the catalogue of the principal manors of

this pariſh. It was in times of elder preſcription the inheritance of Huffie, who

likewiſe was entitled to the poſſeſſion of Dean-court in Wingham, now the manſion

of the Oxendens, by purchaſe from this family. Henry Huſſie, a man of great

power, as appears by that large eſtate he was lord of, both at Wingham, Lenham,

Boughton, Malherbe, and elſewhere, died poſſeſſed of this manor, in the eighteenth

year of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 36, and from him did it in an even and an

undivided current glide along in this name, until the latter end of king Henry the

eighth, and then it was paſſed away to Sackvill, who conveyed it to Milan, in which

family the proprietor of this place is now reſident. - -

Naſh-court is the next place in Weſtwell, that calls for our ſurvey; in old deeds I

find a family that ſometimes writ At Aſh, and ſometimes Naſh, into which the for

mer name reſolved, who were poſſeſſors of it; in times of a lower ſtep, that is, in

the thirty-ſecond year of Edward the third, as appears by the cloſe roll of that year,

Rot. Eſc. Num, 94. Alanus de Hanekin held it; but before the latter end of Richard

, the ſecond, this family had quitted the poſſeſſion by ſale to Brockhull of Calehill,

and was not long after, that is, about the twelfth year of Henry the fourth, by

..Henry Brockhull, conveyed to John Darell, Eſquire, ſheriff of Kent, in the eleventh

year of Henry the fourth, and brother of Sir William Darell, under treaſurer of .

England, and in this name it was permanent, until the laſt year of Edward the ſixth.

and then it went away by ſale to Sharpe of Nin-houſe in great Chart, and hath been

now for five deſcents reſident in that family. - -- - -

Beamonſton, vulgarly called Beamſton, is partly ſituated in Weſt well, and partly

ſpread into Eaſt-well; but the greateſt part of the demean is circumſcribed within the

bounds of this pariſh. And in the twentieth year of Edward the third, as appears

by the Book of Aid, was held by Thomas at More, at making the Black Prince

knight. But beforethe fourth year of Henry the fourth, this family was extinguiſhed;

for at the marriage of Blanch, that prince's daughter, as appears by the roll of Blanch .

lands kept in the exchequer, John Amias was poſſeſſed of it, and paid reſpective

aid for it, as having purchaſed it of At-More; and in this name did it reſide, until

the reign of Henry the ſeventh, and than it was conveyed by ſale to John Moile. ,

Eſquire, father to Sir Thomas Moile, who left this, with much other land, to

Katharine his daughter and co-heir, married to Sir Thomas Finch, in right of which

alliance, it is now devolved to be the inheritance of his great grandchild Heneage
Finch the inſtant earl of Winchelſey. • * > *

Perytown lies likewiſe within the limits of Weſtwell, and is regiſtered in the ca

talogue of thoſe lands that William de Alden died poſſeſſed of, in the thirty-fifth

year of Edward the third; and continued chained to the inheritance of this family,

until about the twenty-ſeventh of Henry the ſixth, it was paſſed away with much

other land to cardinal Kempe, who ſettled it in the twenty-eighth year of that prince,

on his newly erected college of Wye, and reſted there until the twenty-ninth year of

Henry the eighth, and then it was reſigned into the hands of that prince, and he

in the thirty-eighth year of his reign, granted it to Thomas Cowarden or Caden,

Eſquire, and he not long after conveyed it by ſale to Sir John Baker of Siſing

herſt, whoſe ſucceſſor Sir John Baker baronet, hath this preſent year 1657, alienated

it to Nathániel Powell of Ewherſt in Suſſex, Eſquire.

JWoditon or Wolton, is the laſt place of any note in Weſtwell; it was originally par

cel of the inheritance of a family, called Wolton or Woditon. Ivo de Woditon held it

in the year 1236, and left it to his ſon John de Wolton, who had iſſue Richard de

Woditon or Wolton, a man of principal note, in the twentieth year of Edward the

third, who held both this manor, and Woditon by Berham, which he held of.
- - - - - - , 31 CR
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archbiſhop of Canterbury by knights ſervice at making the Black Prince knight.

And in this man's ſucceſſors did the propriety conſtantly reſide until the latter end

of Henry the ſixth, and then ſome part of it was conveyed to John Hampton, and

he about the beginning of Edward the fourth paſſed it away to Richard Raſel, who

died poſſeſſed of it, as appears by his will in the twentieth of that prince ; but there

was ſome part remained unfold, until William Wilton dying 1540, ordered it by his

deed to be paſſed away to feoffees in truſt to diſcharge debts, which accordingly was

performed and the remainder conveyed to Raſell, in the deſcendants of which name

and family the entire propriety is at this inſtant remaining.

WEREHORNE, in the hundreds of Ham and Blackbourne, was partly under

the juriſdićtion of the church, and partly under the ſignory of temporal and lay

proprietaries; that moiety of it which was of ſecular intereſt, belonged to a family

called Bedford. Richard de Bedford obtained a grant of a market to it weekly on the

Tueſday; and a fair of three days continuance at the feaſt of St. Matthew, as appears

Cart. 52. Henrici tertii Mºmb, 12, which was renewed and confirmed to the aboveſaid

perſon, in the eighth year of Edward the firſt; and he in the ſeventeenth year of that

prince died poſſeſſed of it, as is manifeſt, Rot. Eſ. Num. 20. But after him it was

of no long date in the tenure of this family; for in the reign of Edward the ſecond,

I find it in the poſſeſſion of Hugh de Windleſore or Windſor; but was not long

chained to their patrimony neither; for about the beginning of Edward the third, it

was alienated to Moraunt, of Moraunt's court, but about the beginning of Richard

the ſecond, Sir Thomas Moraunt (ſon of William Moraunt, ſheriff of Kent the twelfth

and thirteenth year of Edward the third, to whom that prince iſſued out a mandate,

that but one bell ſhould be rang in any ſteeple towards the ſea-coaſt in Kent) deter

mined in a female heir, who was married to James Peckham of Yaldham, ſheriff of

Kent, the third and twelfth of Richard the ſecond, and was, as the private evidences

of this family inform me, originally deſcended from Hugh de Peckham, who was

conſtable of the caſtle of Rocheſter under king John, in the firſt year of his reign;

and he in her right became entituled to that intereſt Moraunt had in this place; and

in this family it remained until thoſe times which approached near the confines of

our grandfathers remembrance, and then it was paſſed away to Ellis; from whence

in oppoſition to the other moiety which was of ſpiritual concern it was called

Werehorne Ellis, and from this family not many years ſince it was carried off by

ſale to Tufton, in right of which purchaſe the right honourable John earl of Thanet

is now inveſted in the poſſeſſion of it.

The other moiety which belonged to the church, was given in the year of grace

Iolo, by Elphegus, archbiſhop of Canterbury, to the monks of Chriſt-church, and

was for the proviſion of their garments. And if you will diſcover how this was

rated in the twentieth year of William the Conqueror, the record of Doomſday book

will diſcover. In Lim warled, ſays the note, & in hundred de Hamme babent momachi

famāa trimitatis de veſtitu corum. I. manerium de Werehorne, 1. ſulling, & 6ft appretiatum

LXs This manor being by the monks and prior of the convent aforeſaid ſurrendred

into the hands of Henry the eighth, in the twenty-ninth year of his reign, it lay

couched in the demean of the crown, until the ſeventh year of king James, and

then it was by grant paſſed away to Thomas Paget, and Thomas Twiſden, who in op

poſition to the other moiety, which was of temporal intereſt, called this, Werehorn

Twiſden', and they not long after paſſed it away to Sir Thomas Tufton, grandfather

to the right honourable John earl of Thanet, the inſtant poſſeſſor of it.

Tinton in Werehorne was a manor which anciently belonged to the priory of Hor

ton near Hieth ; but upon the ſuppreſſion all its demean being annexed to the

crown, this was lodged there until the beginning of king James, and then it was by

that prince conveyed by grant to Sir William Sidley of the friery in Alresford,

grandfather to Sir Charles Sidley baronet, the preſent lord of the fee.

Capell, in this pariſh, gave ſeat and firname to a family ſo called, whoſe demean lay

ſpread into Ivie-church, Linton, Boxley, Horſmonden, Capell by Brechley, Capell

in the Iſle of Shepey, and this pariſh. John de Capell flouriſhed here in the reign of

Henry the third, who was (as appears by the ledger book of Boxley) an eminent

benefactor to that convent; and from him deſcended Sir William at Capell, an

eminent knight of this county, in the reign of Edward the third and Richard the

- 4 Y ſecond,
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ſecond, who left it to his ſon Richard at Capell; and he dying without iſſue, in the

fifteenth year of Richard the ſecond, Sir John Orlanſton, in right of his wife, who

was his ſiſter and co-heir, entered upon the inheritance at this place, and left it to his

ſon Richard Orlanſton, Eſquire, who deceaſed without iſſue, in the ſeventh year of

Henry the fifth; and ſo upon the diviſion of the eſtate, William Scott, who had

eſpouſed Joan, one of the ſiſters and co-heirs, was planted in the inheritance of this

place; and from whom it is now devolved to be the poſſeſſion of Edward Scott, of

Scots-hall, Eſquire.

Ham is another eminent manor in this pariſh, which gives name to the whole

Jhundred, and was, as high as the ray of any intelligence will guide us to diſcover,

folded up in the pºternal demean of the ancient family of Orlanſton. William de

Orlanſton obtained a charter of free-warren to his lands at Orlanſton, Werehorne,

and other places, in the fifty firſt of Henry the third, and being fenced in with this

immunity, it came along by the ſteps of ſeveral deſcents to Richard Orlanſton, ſon

of Sir John Orlanſton, who dying without iſſue, in the ſeventh year of Henry the fifth,

as is manifeſt, Rot. Eſc. Num. 16. Joan, one of his two ſiſters, married to William

Scot, of Scot's-hall, and Margaret the ſecond, married William Parker, of Parkers

in this pariſh, became his two co-heirs; and upon breaking the eſtate by mutual

diviſion into parcels, this in the ſecond year of Henry the ſixth was annexed to the

patrimony of Scot, and from him did the thread of ſucceſſive deſcent tranſmit to

Mr. Edward Scot, of Scots-hall, Eſquire, who ſtill by paternal right enjoys the in

heritance of it. -

Parkers is another manór which next ſummons our remembrance, which afforded

a ſirname, as it gave an habitation to a family ſo ſtiled Edward Parker held lands

in Werehorne, Weſterham, and other places at his deceaſe, which was in the ninth

year of Edward the ſecond, as appears, Rot. Eſc. Num. 14, and in this name was

the title and inheritance conſtant until the reign of Henry the eighth, and then I

find by ſeveral court-rolls one John Engham to be fixed by purchaſe in the poſſeſſion;

and in this family did it remain uninterrupted until the beginning of king James,

and then it was by ſale conveyed to Taylor, who not long after demiſed it to Collins;

from whom not long ſince it came by purchaſe to Squire, and he not many years

ſince paſied it away to Dr. . . . . . . Kingſley, archdeacon of Canterbury, in whoſe

deſcendants the propriety of it is ſtill reſident. t

Hampton Cockſcombe is the laſt place conſiderable in Werehorne, which gave name

originally to a family which here had their habitation, and likewiſe were poſſeſſors of

much land at Weſtweil, and other places ; and having lived here many deſcents, the

poſſeſſion of this place at laſt devolved to John Hampton, who about the latter end

of Edward the fourth paſſed it away to John May of Bibrook ; whoſe ſucceſſor

John May concluding about the latter end in a daughter and heir called Alice, mar

ried to John Edolph, it came to be the inheritance of that family; but did not long

confeſs the ſignory of it ; for this John Edolph deceaſed without iſſue-male, and left

it to his ſole daughter Elizabeth, married to William Wilcock, who expiring like

wiſe in two female heirs, Martha married to Edward Ratcliff, doctor of phyſic,

and phyſician to queen Elizabeth and king James ; and the ſecond married to

William Andrews, they divided this manor as parcel of his inheritance. William

Andrews in the twenty-ninth year of queen Elizabeth, demiſed his proportion to

Rowland Bridges and Robert Philipſon. And Edward Radcliff alienated that part

of it which accrued to him in the forty-third year of queen Elizabeth to Edward

Rolt and Andrew Merſh.

WESTERHAM gives name to the whole hundred wherein it is placed, and was

in elder times the patrimony of a family called Camville, which was of ſome

eminence in this track. William de Camville, and George de Camville entered

England with William the Conqueror. Thomas de Camville was one of the recog

mitores magmae aſſe in the ſeventh year of king John ; and Geffrey de Camville was

with Edward the firſt at the fiege of Carlaverock in Scotland, in the twenty-eighth

year of his reign, and there received the order of knighthood, and here this family

concluded ; for afterwards I find this manor in the hands of the abbot of Weſtmin

ſter, who obtained a market weekly to be held at this place on the Monday, and a

fair yearly upon the vigil, the day, and day after the nativity of our lady, as appears,

- - - Pat.
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Pat. 25. Edwardi tertii Num. 32, And here it remained with their revenue, until the

ſuppreſſion of that cloiſter in the reign of Henry the eighth ; and then being rent

away by that tempeſt, it was in the thirty-ſecond year of that prince, granted to Sir

John Greſham, which conceſſion was again confirmed to the lady Beatrix Greſham,

widow of Sir Thomas Greſham, his ſon, by queen Elizabeth, from whom it is now

devolved to Marmaduke Greſham, Eſquire, the heir apparent of the family.

Broxham is a place of eminent account in this pariſh. John de Inſula or Iſley, was

lord of this manor, and obtained a charter of free-warren here, in the eleventh year

of Edward the ſecond. After the Iſleys were gone out, the Aſhways ſucceſſively

ſtept into the poſſeſſion. Stephen de Aſhway obtained a licence to incloſe a park

here in the forty-firſt year of Edward the third, the charaćters and relicks of which

are not ſo generally demoliſhed and diſparked by time, but that they are ſtill obvious

to a curious eye; yet this privilege could not fix it long in this family; for about

the latter end of Richard the ſecond, I find it by ſale caſt into the poſſeſſion of

Fdward lord Clinton, who held it at his deceaſe, which was in the firſt year of

Henry the fourth, Rot. Eſc. Num, 16. But here likewiſe the title was as volatile

and tranſitory; for about the beginning of Henry the ſixth, John lord Clinton paſſed

it away to Thomas Squerie, who was lord of Squeries court in this pariſh, and was

deſcended from John de Squerie, whom I find by ſome old evidences to have lived

at Weſterham, in the reign of Henry the third, and it is poſſible, either erected

or very much augmented the ſeat called Squeries-court. The arms, viz. a ſuirrel

brouſing on a baſle nut, are depićted in very ancient coloured glaſs in . Weſterham

church; but this Thomas abovementioned, dying in the ſeventeenth year of Henry

the ſixth, without iſſue-male, Margaret his eldeſt daughter married to Sir William

Cromer, and Dorothy, his youngeſt, married to Richard Mervin, of Fontels, in

Wiltſhire, became his two co-heirs; and upon the diviſion of the eſtate, Squeries

court and Broxham were annexed to the patrimony of Cromer, in which family they

made their abode until the reign of Henry the eighth ; and then William Croiner,

Eſquire having by ſome delinquency forfeited them to the crown, that prince granted

them to Thomas Cawarden or Carden, Eſquire; from which family about the

middle of queen Elizabeth's reign, they went off by ſale to Beresford, who almoſt in

our memory ſold Squeries-court to Sir George Stroud, and he ſome few years ſince,

alienated it to Thomas Lambert, Eſquire, who hath lately demiſed it to Sir William

Leech ; but Broxham was conveyed to Mr. Thomas Petley of Vilſton, whoſe

grandchild Mr. . . . . . . Petley is the heir apparent of it.

Well ſtreet and Gayſam in this pariſh, did anciently confeſs the two families of At

well and Shelley for its proprietors. William Atwell held Wellſtreet, as appears

by an ancient court-roll, in the thirty-fifth of Edward the third, and Thomas Shel

ley in the forty-ſixth year of the ſame monarch, ſettles Gayſam by teſtament on

Thomas his ſon and heir, who in the eighth year of Richard the ſecond, conveys it

to his ſon Thomas Shelley, whoſe deſcendant about the latter end of Henry the

ſixth, demiſed it to John Potter; and his ſucceſſor, about the beginning of Henry

the fourth, purchaſed Well-ſtreet of the heirs of Cothull, and is in the liſt of five

of this family, who lye buried in Weſterham-church, and this branch of the name

here, was deſcended from John Potter, who held lands at Dertford the twelfth of

Edward the ſecond, and whoſe poſterity continued lords of theſe two places, until

the beginning of king James, and then . . . . . . Potter dying without iſſue-male,

his only daughter and heir brought them to be the inheritance of Sir John Rivers

of Chafford, who not many years ſince, demiſed his intereſt in Well-ſtreet, to Mr.

Thomas Smith of Milk-ſtreet, in London, ſcrivener.

Valons in this pariſh was formerly the manſion of a family called in old dateleſs

deeds de Valoniis, and in Engliſh Valons; but the greateſt honor which accrued to

it was, that Iſlip abbot of Weſtminſter, bought it in the reign of Henry the ſeventh

of Caſinghurſt, a family which had been poſſeſſed of it many deſcents before, and

gave it to his ſervant William Middleton, who much improved it with building. And

in his family it was reſident until the latter end of queen Elizabeth, and then it was

conveyed to James Verſeline, deſcended out of Flanders, who gave it with his daugh

ter Anne Verſeline, to Peter Manning, from which family not many years ſince it

paſſed



360 V 1 L L A R E C A N T I A N U M ; OR,

paſſed away to Mr. Randall Manning of London, whoſe ſon and heir Mr. Thomas

Manning is now in the enjoyment of it.

WERD or WERTH, in the hundred of Faſtry, is a pariſh if you conſider it in

its precinéts, but narrow ; if in poſition, low and unhealthful ; or if again in its

number of communicants, not conſiderable ; but yet there are two places within

the ambuts and boundaries of it which claim ſome conſideration. The firſt is the

manor of Sandowne, which was anciently the Perots, who held this manor, as the

private deeds of this name and family inform me, as high as the reign of Henry

the third. Thomas de Perot died poſſeſſed of it in the fourth year of Edward the

third, Rot. Eſt. Num. 31, and then it was found fenced in, and fortified with theſe

privileges; it had infangthef and outfangthef, toll and theam, ſac and ſoc,

tumbrell and pillory, and other franchiſes of the like complexion; but after this,

the tenure was but of a brief duration in this name; for the female heir of

Perot brought this manor with much other land to Langley of the county of War

wick, and about the reign of Henry the fifth there was a match between this family

and Peyton, of the county of Cambridge, which match at length brought this

manor to deſcend to this family. For Edward Langley of Knolton, Eſquire,

deceaſing about the beginning of Henry the eighth, without iſſue, Sir Robert Pey

ton, of Peyton hall, entered upon this and other lands as his heir at law ; and he aſ:

ſigned it to his ſecond ſon John Peyton, Eſquire, from whom it is now deſcended

to Sir Thomas Peyton, baronet, the inſtant proprietor of it. -

Before I leave this diſcourſe of Sandowne, I muſt inform the reader that the fa

mily of Peyton abovementioned and that of Ufford were primitively one, and bore
the ſame paternal coat, were known by the ſame name, and were both deduced from

the ſame root and original, only Peyton was the elder houſe. Now the ground on

which the mutation of the name was eſtabliſhed, was briefly this; + John de Peyton

flouriſhed in the reign of Henry the ſecond, and left four ſons; whereof the three

eldeſt were named John, Robert, and John ; to John the eldeſt, he gave his manor

of Peyton, lying extended into Stoke Neyland, Boxford, and Ramſholt pariſhes in

Suffolk; to Robert his ſecond ſon he gave his manor of Ufford, lying in Suffolk

likewiſe, who altered his name from Peyton, and aſſumed that of Ufford, a name

borrowed from that ſignory of which he was become newly poſſeſſor, and from him

the name of Ufford was communicated to the earls of Suffolk and other perſons of

eminent repute in thoſe generations wherein they flouriſhed. John de Peyton the

third brother, by deed without date, demiſes all his intereſt in Boxford to his eldeſt

brother John de Peyton (by that name he there calls him) which juſtifies not only

the antiquity but the ſeniority of this family of Peyton before that of Ufford. And

from John de Peyton, the elder abovementioned, are the Peytons of Cambridgeſhire,

and Sir Thomas Peyton of Knolton, baronet, originally deſcended.

Lidde, in ancient records written Hyden, is a ſecond manor in Werd of conſider

able account, ever ſince it was given at the requeſt of Janibert the archbiſhop, by

king Offa, in the year 374, to the monks of Chriſt church (as the records of that

shurch diſcover to me) under the notion of three ſullings or ploughlands. And the

inſtrument which confirmed this donation was ſigned with the marks, that is croſſes,

of Offa the king, Janibert the archbiſhop, Kenedrith the queen, three other biſhops,

five other abbots, duke Edbald, and eleven other principal perſons or noblemen.

And that this was the manner of ſignature in elder times, that is, the affixing of

croſſes to all public inſtruments and other original donations, is moſt certain ; for

ſealing came into England with Edward the confeſſor, who being bred up in Norman

dy, in which province, and in France, the cuſtom of affixing ſeals to deeds had been

in uſe long before his time, introduced that cuſtom and way of ſignature into this

nation, as being more conſpicuous and diſtinguiſhable than that of croſſes, or thoſe

other ways of confirming of grants of land, either to the church or to ſecular uſes,

which was either per collocationem gladii ſeu cultelli ſupra altare, by the placing or

laying a ſword or knife upon the altar, whereby thoſe which did make donations of

land did tacitly infinuate that their honour was involved in their conſcience, or elſe

per traditionem ſurculi vel ſtipitis, which cuſtom is yet obſerved in our copy hold

land, where ſurrenders are made by delivery of a turf, twig, or white wand. But

ſealing

it. Exautographis pene; Dom. Tho. Peyton baronetium.
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ſealing with coats of arms, was not brought in, until the reign of Edward the firſt,

but were born by perſons of honor on their tabards or ſurcoats ; two examples of

which I have ſeen, one of William Warren, earl of Pembroke, who in the ſecond

year of Henry the ſecond, ſealed with the figure of a chevalier on horſeback; his

capariſons, tabard, and ſhield, being all checque, the paternal coat of this family;

the other was of Richard Curzon of Croxall in Derbyſhire, who in the reign of

king John, ſtands in a window pourtrayed in his ſurcoat, ſurmounted with a bend,

charged with a martlet. And this was done in imitation of the heralds, who wore

the arms of thoſe princes they ſerved on their tabards, as badges to diſtinguiſh them.

from the heralds of other princes, either in the time of war or peace. Indeed

ſeals in higher ages, were of that ſacred eſtimate, that being loſt, they were decryed

by the owners, leaſt they might be affixed to any ſurreptitious inſtrument, which

might prejudice either their fame or eſtate. And in the interval of their ab

fence or loſs, the owners abeveſaid were accuſtomed to ſeal with the ſeal of the

biſhop of the dioceſs, or elſe with that of the next adjacent abbot, all deeds and

inſtruments, either of public or private intereſt. But to return ; this donation of

Offa's, though thus ſecured and ſtrengthened, could not ſhelter this manor from

the rage of that tempeſt, which, in the twenty-ninth year of Henry the eighth,

like a whirlwind caught it up in the patrimony of the church, and dropped it into

the revenue of the crown, where it lay until queen Elizabeth, in the beginning of

her reign, paſſed it away by grant to William Lovelace, Eſquire, ſerjeant at law,

whoſe ſon Sir William Lovelace, not long after demiſed it by ſale to Sir John

Smith, grandfather to Philip viſcount Strangford, who now enjoys it.

WICKHAM BREWS, in the hundred of Downhamford, diſtinguiſhed from

other places of that name, by the addition of the firname of Brews, which family

were lords thereof. In the twentieth year of William the Conqueror, Odo biſhop

of Baion and earl of Kent, held this place of the gift of his half brother, which

was that prince ; and Trendle park, adjoining there, was a compoſition between the

archbiſhop and this man, for certain land of the ſaid archbiſhop, to be incloſed and

included within the ſaid park at Trendley ; which ſignifies thus much unto us, that

Woodſtock which boaſts itſelf, to be the firſt incloſed park of England, was not ſo

ancient as this at Trendley. In times of a more modern charaćter, that is, in thoſe

which commence from the reign of Henry the third, it acknowledged the Brewſes,

barons of Brember in Suſſex, to be its proprietors, who engrafted their own name

upon it, which had ſprouted out, and flouriſhed upon it until this day. William de

Brewoſa or de Brewes held it, and was ſeveral times ſummoned to fit in parliament

as baron in the reign of king Edward the firſt, and Edward the ſecond, and died in

the ninth year of the laſt prince, Rot. Eſc. Num. 204. After this family had de

ſerted the poſſeſſion, which was about the beginning of Edward the third, it became

the inheritance of many of the moſt eminent nobility of this kingdom. I ſhall re

preſent them out of ſome ancient court-rolls in a compendious ſeries. Edmund

Plantagenet, earl of Kent, held it in the fourth year of Edward the third. William

Longſpey had it in the twentieth year of the abovelaid prince, and paid an auxiliary

ſupply for it at making the Black Prince, knight. John earl of Kent died ſeized

of it in the twenty-ſixth year of Edward the third. Thomas Holland, earl of Kent,

and Joan his wife, ſiſter and co-heir of the abovementioned earl, were poſſeſſed of it

in the thirty-fifth year of Edward the third. Lucy, wife of Edmund Holland,

earl of Kent, was ſeized of it in the ſecond year of Henry the fixth. After whom

it devolved to Edmund Mortimer, earl of March, and he held it in the third year

of Henry the fixth. Joan, the wife of Sir John Grey, one of the ſiſters and co

heirs of the aboveſaid Edmund, was inveſted in the poſſeſſion in the fourth year of

the aboveſaid prince. Not long after this, it came to own the ſignory of the Tip

tofts, and continued faſtened to their patrimony, until the tenth year of Edward

the fourth, when John Tiptoft, earl of Worceſter, being impeached of cloſe

confederacy and combination with the aboveſaid prince, then forced into exile, was

by the parliament, then principally monlded out of the Lancaſtrian faction, attainted

and beheaded, and his eſtate here confiſcated to the crown, and there was lodged un

til the firſt year of queen Elizabeth; and then it was granted to Anthony Brown,

4 Z viſ
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viſcount Montague, who in the year 1592 deceaſed, and left it to his ſon and heir

Anthony Brown, viſcount Mountague, and he ſettled it upon his ſecond ſon Mr.

Staniſlaus Brown, who now is in the enjoyment of it.

FAST. WICKHAM is ſituated in the hundred of Little and Leſnes, and cele

brates the memory of the noble family of Montchenſey and was wrapped up in

their demean. William de Montchenfey held it at his death, which was in the

fifty-ſecond year of Henry the third, and left it to his ſole daughter and heir

Dionis, married to Hugh de Vere; but he dying without iſſue in the ſeventh year of

Edward the ſecond, as appears, Rot. Eſc. Num. 51, the title and poſſeſſion diverted

to William de Valentia, earl of Pembroke, half brother by the mother's fide to

Henry the third, who had married Joan, fiſter and heir to William de Mont

chenſey before named; from whom it deſcended to his ſon Aymer de Valence, who

dying without iſſue, Iſabell one of his ſiſters and co-heirs, who was affianced to

Laurence de Haſtings, ſummoned to fit in parliament by Edward the third, as earl

of Pembroke, upon the approportioning the eſtate, entituled her huſband to this

manor; and from him was the title carried down, to his grandchild John de

Haſtings, earl of Pembroke, who was in poſſeſſion of it at his deceaſe, which was

in the thirteenth year of Richard the ſecond, Rot, Eſc. Num. 30, and Reginald

Grey was found to be his heir ; in which family it remained, until the beginning of

Henry the ſixth, and then it was paſſed away to William lord Lovell, who was often

ſummoned to fit as baron in parliament, in that prince's reign ; and from him it

came down to his grandchild John lord Lovell, ſummoned to fit in parliament, as

baron, in the ſecond year of Edward the fourth ; and he about the beginning of his

reign, paſſed it away to John lord Howard, afterwards created duke of Norfolk,

who being a cloſe and eager complice of Richard the third, ſunk in his ruins, in the

battle commenced at Boſworth; and Henry of Richmond, having by that ſucceſs

ful combat aſcertained himſelf to the Engliſh ſcepter, ſeized upon this manor by

eſcheat, in the firſt year of his reign, as relating to a perſon who had ačtually ap

peared in arms againſt him; and being thus united to the crown, it lay couched in

its revenue, until the ſeventh year of Edward the ſixth ; and then it was granted to

Sir Martin Bowes; who not long after paſſed it away to alderman Oliff of London,

who left it to Joan his ſole daughter and heir, married to John Leigh, ſon and heir

of Nicholas Leigh, of Addington, in Surry, Eſquire, father to Sir Oliff Leigh,

who much enhanced the magnificence of the ancient fabrick, with increaſe of

building, and left it to his ſon Sir Francis Leigh, whoſe widow the lady Chriſtian

Leigh, in right of dower, is now in poſſeſſion of the ſignory of it.

WEST-WICKHAM, in the hundred of Rokeſley, is much ennobled by being

anciently entituled to the poſſeſſion of the eminent family of Huntingfield. Peter

de Huntingfield held it, who was ſheriff of Kent, the eleventh, twelfth, and thir

teenth years of Edward the third, and is regiſtered in the ſcrolls of thoſe Kentiſh

gentlemen, who accompanied Edward the firſt, in his vićtorious expedition into

Scotland, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, when he reduced Carlaverock by

a ſucceſsful ſiege, for which his merit was repayed with the honour of knighthood:

his ſon and heir was Walter de Huntingfield, who in the eleventh year of Edward

the ſecond, obtained a charter of free-warren to his manor of Weſt-Wickham, a

market weekly on the Monday, and a fair yearly on the vigil and day of St. Mary

Magdalen, as appears, Pat. 11. Edwardi ſecundi, Num. 23, and left it inveſted with

theſe privileges to his ſon and heir Sir John de Huntingfield, who paid aid for three

knights fees, which he held in this county, at making the Black Prince knight,

and was a man of that eminence, that he was ſummoned to fit as baron in par

liament, the thirty-ſixth year of Edward the third, and ſeveral other times, during

the reign of the above-mamed prince. William de Huntingfield, this man's ſon,

was ſummoned likewiſe many times to ſit as baron in parliament about the latter

end of Edward the third, but died without iſſue, ſo that Joan and Alice Hunting

field his couſins, married to Copledike and Norwich, were his heirs ; and by an old

deed, I find that one John Copledike held this manor by right of partition, the

laſt year of Richard the ſecond; but it was not long after this fixed in the Paine,
- - O
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of this family; for in the ſeventeenth year of Henry the fixth, Thomas Squerrie

died poſſeſſed of it, and left it to his ſon and heir John Squerrie, who dying without

iſſue in the fourth year of Edward the fourth, Dorothy, one of his two ſiſters and

co-heirs, entituled her huſband Richard Mervin, upon the diviſion of the eſtate, to

the propriety of this manor ; and he not long after paſſed it away to Richard Scrope,

who in the ſeventh year of Edward the fourth alienated it by fine to Ambroſe Creſe

-acre, who not long after tranſmitted it by ſale to Henry Heydon, Eſquire, to whom

the principal part of the ancient pile now viſible, owes its erection, and from him

did it devolve to that eminent ſcholar and ſoldier, juſtice of the peace, and captain

of the trained bands of this county, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, Sir Chriſtopher

Heydon, who about the latter end of that princeſs, paſſed it away to Sir Samuel

i.ennard, father to Sir Stephen Lennard, who is entituled to the preſent propriety

of it. - -

WYMINGSWOULD, in the hundred of Wingham, contains within the circuit

or limits of it an ancient ſeat called Netherſole, from its ſituation near ſome pool or

-deſcending pond; and was as high as the time of king John, and Henry the third,

the poſſeſſion of a family which was repreſented to the world under this ſirname; for,

as it appears by the original deeds and evidences which fortify the title of this

manſion, Richard de Netherſoll flouriſhed here about the government of the above

ſaid monarchs, and from him was it by a perpetual ſucceſſion, chained together by an

uninterrupted link of deſcent, brought down to the days of Henry the eighth, and

then I find by a roll of the Netherſolls, in the hands of Mr. Netherſoll of Canter

bury, not long ſince deceaſed, that it was the inheritance of one John Netherſoll,

Eſquire, one that retained to the court of Henry the eighth, and a perſon whom

that prince did by eſpecial indulgence licenſe, even in his preſence, for ſome diſtemper

in his head occaſioned by ſome accidental circumſtances, indutum eſſe pileo, to be

covered with a cap, which certainly both in elder and modern times, was a ſymptom

either of honour or liberty. For the ſnatching off the cap or pileus of Tarquinius

Priſcus by an eagle, and the placing it on his head again, was by the augurs in

terpreted as a preſage of hisÉ. poſſeſſing the Roman diadem. When ſlaves re

ceived their manumiſſion they were ſaid to be ad pileum vocati, their liberty was de

monſtrated to be compleated by putting on a cap The Gladiators anciently, for

their magnanimity or perſonal courage expreſſed in mutual conflićts between them

ſelves in public theatres, were rewarded as a guerdon of their vićtory vel palmá, rude,

ſeu pileo. The Lacones being made free deniſons of Sparta, more to exemplify their

atchieved liberty, never went into the field againſt the common enemy but pileati;

amongſt the Africans the placing of the pileus or cap upon the top of a ſpear was

a tacit citation or ſummons to liberty, and an intimation to ſhake off the fetters of

tyranny. Eraſmus in his Chiliads calls the cap ſpeciate virtutis inſigne, and from this

he conjećtures, that the putting on of caps on the heads of judges, doćtors, and

maſters of art, when they were inveſted with the abovementioned degrees, derived

its firſt original, which cuſtom is ſtill in force in our publick comitia, or commence

ments at the two univerſities of Cambridge and Oxford, and likewiſe in our courts

of judicature at the creation or inveſtiture of ſerjeants at law ; but to return into

that track from whence this diſcourſe hath made me ſtraggle. As the ſeat was

anciently folded up in the revenue of Netherſoll, ſo it is ſtill, mauger all the viciſſi

tudes ychance, wrapped up in that propriety which relates to the deſcendants of

this name and family.

WINGHAM gives name to the whole hundred where it is placed, and was in

elder times one of thoſe eminent manors, which augmented the revenue of the

archbiſhops of Canterbury, and being by an unjuſt detention raviſhed away, it was

by the indulgent piety of king Edmund reſtored in the year 941. If you will ſee

how it was rated in the time of the conqueror, Doomſday Book will give you this

proſpect of it. Wingham (ſays that record) eſt manerium archiep. & T. E. R. de

Jemdebat ſe pro XI. Sullings, & nunc pro XXX & valet Clb. I find nothing me

morable of this manor after this, but that it was exchanged in the twenty-ninth year

of Henry the eighth, by Thomas archbiſhop of Canterbury, for other lands, with the

crown; and continued with the royal demean until the middle of king James, º
- - then
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then it was conveyed by ſale to the city of London, which city, not many years

ſince, paſſed it away to the inſtant owner Sir William Couper, knight and baronet.

Iſingham had the grant of a market procured to it in the ſeventh year of Henry

the third, by the mediation of Stephen Langton, archbiſhop of Canterbury. . The

college of Wingham was founded by John de Peckham, archbiſhop of Canterbury,

in the year 1278, to be a college or ſeminary of ſecular prieſts, the head of which

fraternity was called Prºpoſitus. This upon the ſuppreſſion being with its whole

revenue inveſted in the crown, king Edward the ſixth, in the ſeventh year of his

reign, granted the college to Sir Henry Palmer, deſcended from an ancient family of

that firname in Suſſex, anceſtor to Sir Henry Palmer, baronet, now proprietor of it.

Wenderton is an ancient ſeat in this pariſh (eminent for its excellent air, ſituation

and proſpect) which for many hundred of years had owners of that firname, one of

whom, called John Wenderton, is famous in Fox's Martyrology for the penance im

poſed upon him by William Courtney, archbiſhop of Canterbury, at his caſtle of

Saltwood, in the year 1390, for being refractory in the diſcharge of ſome ſervices

which were due to his manor of Wingham. The laſt of this name which enjoyed

this ſeat was John Wenderton, who in the firſt year of Henry the eighth paſſed

it away to William Warham, archbiſhop of Canterbury, and he upon his deceaſe,

which was about the year 1533, gave it to his brother Hugh Warham, and his ſuc

ceſſor Hugh Warham, about the beginning of king James, tranſplanted his right in it

by ſale into William Manwood, Eſquire, and he, about the beginning of king

Charles, conveyed it to Vincent Denne, gentleman, who left it to his nephew Mr.

Thomas Denne of Gray’s-Inn, who dying without iſſue, ſettled it by will on his

hrother John Denne of the Inner Temple, Eſquire, who likewiſe deceaſed without

iſſue, and bequeathed it to his four maiden fiſters. Roger Lukyn gentleman, who

married one of them, purchaſed the remainder of the other three, and ſo is be

come now ſole proprietor of it.

Twitham, in this pariſh, gave ſeat and firname to an eminent ſamily in this track.

Alan de Twitham is recorded in the regiſter of thoſe remarkable Kentiſh gentlemen,

who ſupported the cauſe and quarrel of Richard the firſt at the ſiege of Acon; and

having continued many deſcents poſſeſſors of this manor, the name at laſt deter

mined in a female heir called Iſabel, who by marrying with Richard Oxenden united

Twitham to the demean of that family, where the title hath ever ſince made ſo

conſtant and uninterrupted an abode, that it is ſtill the inheritance of Mr. Henry

Oxenden of Brookplace. -

Brookplace is the laſt place of eſtimate in this pariſh, which in elder times was

wrapped up in the inheritance of Wenderton, and having continued many deſcents

interlinked with this family, the name and title found one ſepulchre together; for

Jane Wenderton, the heir general of the family, by marrying with Richard Oxenden,

gentleman, fixed it in his inheritance, and he much enhanced this ancient ſeat with

additional improvements. and from him the right of deſcent hath now made it the

patrimony of Mr. Henry Oxenden.

WHITSTAPLE gives name to the whole hundred which ſurrounds it, and was a

branch of that ample patrimony, which encreaſed the revenue of Alexander de

Baliol, earl of Athol, and he held this and a place called Grafton in this pariſh, as

likewiſe a wood called Northwood, not far diſtant, in the reign of Henry the third, and

left it to his ſon and heir John earl of Athol, who having with an unſucceſsful zeal

endeavoured to ſupport the finking intereſt of the kingdom of Scotland, againſt the

violent eruptions of Edward the firſt, which like an impetuous inundation, ſought

to bear down all the glory of that nation, into an irrecoverable ruin, was in an un

fortunate encounter made captive by that prince, and being attainted of high treaſon,

and executed, his eſtate here by eſcheat devolved to the crown, and was by Edward

the ſecond, in the ninth year of his reign, granted to Bartholomew lord Badeleſmere ;

but he having again loſt it by his revolt and defeótion, in the ſixteenth and ſeventeeth

years of that prince, it revolved to the crown and continued there, until king Ed

ward the third, in the ſecond year of his reign, reſtored it to Bartholomew de Badeleſ.

mer his ſon, who died in the twelfth year of the aboveſaid prince, and left it to his

brother
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brother Giles de Badeleſmer, and he deceaſing without iſſue it accrued, by Mawde,

one of his ſiſters and co-heirs, to be the inheritance of John Vere, earl of Oxford,

and he held it at his death, which was in the thirty-fourth year of Edward the third,

and to this family it remained by the links of many deſcents ſucceſſively faſtened,

until at laſt that revolution which is made by ſale caſt it into the poſſeſſion of Phineux;

the laſt of which who enjoyed it was John Phineux, Eſquire, who concluded in a

daughter and heir called Elizabeth, who by marrying with Sir John Smith of Oſten

hanger, united it to his eſtate, from whom by the devolution of deſcent it is now

come to confeſs for proprietor the right honourable Philip viſcount Strangford, his

grandchild. - - -

Secondly, there is Cheſtfield, which was the manſion of a family which bore that

firname, and although I can trace none higher by any public record than James

Cheſtfield, who paid reſpective aid for it at the making the Black Prince knight, as is

manifeſt by the Book of Aid collected in the twentieth of Edward the third, yet it

is upon poſſible conječtures to be argued that they were far more ancient here, be

cauſe they aſſumed their denomination from this ſeat. From Cheſtfield about the lat

ter end of the government of Richard the ſecond, it came over by purchaſe to Henry

Reyner; but whether he iſſued from Borden, or the Reyners of Borden from him, I

cannot diſcover ; but it is very probable he determined in four daughters and co

heirs married to Edmund Meade, Joſeph Badkin, John Reynolds, and John Sprin

gate, who concurred in one united conſent, and by one common conveyance demiſed

their intereſt in it to John Roper of St. Duſtan's ; from whom Edward Roper,

Eſquire, now of Well-hall in Eltham, claims the inſtant demean and ſignory of it.

The third is Grimgill, ſo vulgarly called, but originally and more properly Green

ſhield, for ſo it is in records of an elder aſpect always written. It was the ſeat of a

family that was known by that appellation, and although the breviat of the private

evidences which relate to it, diſcover to us owners of the name no higher than

John Greenſhield, who flouriſhed here about the entrance into the reign of Henry

the ſixth, and who was father to Henry Greenſhield, whoſe will is regiſtered at

Canterbury, and which bears date from the laſt of Edward the fourth ; yet it is

more then probable that they were eminent here long before, becauſe the above

recited John and Henry Greenſhields, were lords of no deſpicable or narrow fortune

not only here, but about Sandwich and Wodneſborough likewiſe ; from Greenſhield,

‘by ſale the propriety paſſed over to Quekes, of Quekes, in Birchington, who ſud

denly after being extinguiſhed in a daughter and heir, all his intereſt in Grimgill,

was with her tranſported in marriage to Criſpe, originally extracted out of the county

of Glouceſter; and Nicholas Criſpe, Eſquire, held his ſhrievalty here, which was

in the ſecond year of queen Elizabeth , from Criſpe, it was by purchaſe conveyed

into the revenue of Paramour, where after it had for ſeveral years been fixed, it

was very lately taken off from this family, and by ſale made the poſſeſſion of Mr.

Twiman of Canterbury. -

Fourthly, here was Condies-place, which was the reſidence of John Condie, who

had in the reign of Edward the third contracted upon himſelf, (which is yet indelibly

fixed upon his memory) a charaćter of high account, becauſe he had made an emi

nent enemy of the king's captive in Congreſſu Bellico, thoſe are the words of the record,

in a perſonal combat; for which he had thirty pound per annum ſettled upon him

out of the king's profits of the Staple at Canterbury, by charter or grant from Ed

ward the third, dated the ſeventh day of July, in the fourteenth year of his reign.

Now if you will know, where this memorable ačtion was commenced, the ſame re

cord will inform you that the ſcene of it was laid at Swine, in Normandy; but to

proceed, this man not long after he was thus adorned with theſe trophies of honour,

paid that debt to nature, which we all owe, and left Condies-hall to his ſon William

Condy, who dying without any lawful iſſue, Margaret Condy, one of his ſiſters, be

came his co-heir, who by her marrying with Robert Grubbe, made Condies-hall

parcel of his demean ; but he likewiſe in the age ſubſequent to his determining in

females, Agnes, one of his co-heirs being married to John Iſaack, of Blackman

bery in Bridge, did much ſwell and improve his patrimony, with that additional

eſtate ſhe united to his, and here in this name was the poſſeſſion for ſundry deſcents

reſident, even till our fathers memory. But here for want of intelligence, I can

5 A proceed
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proceed no farther; and indeed the place being fallen from its original name by

diſuſe, and that repute it was under, when it was poſſeſſed by ſo noble proprietors,

is now only fit to find the common ſepulchre of oblivion.

WICHELING, in the hundred of Eyhorne, was folded up in the patrimony of

the noble family of Cobham, of Sterborough, iſſued out from the Cobhams, of

Cobham-hall, and of this family was Reginald de Cobham, who was frequently

fummoned to fit in parliament as baron, in the reign of Edward the third, and from

- this worthy perſon did this manor by ſucceſſive devolution come down to Thomas

lord Cobham, of Sterborough, who deceaſed in the eleventh of Edward the fourth,

and left his eſtate here and elſewhere, to Anne, his ſole daughter and heir, married

to Edward lord Borough, called to fit in parliament as baron of Sterborough and

Gainſborough, in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, and from him both the title of

baron and of this manor flowed down ſucceſſively to his grandchild Thomas lord

Borough, who paſſed away the inheritance to Edward Filmer, Eſquire, whoſe

grandchild Sir Edward Filmer, in relation to that purchaſe, challenges the inſtant

right and revenue of it.

WILLESBOROUGH, in the hundreds of Chart and Longbridge, has nothing to

make it memorable, but that it was a principal piece of that revenue which in this

county related to the noble and ancient family of Brent; of which was Falcatius de

Brent, a man whom our Engliſh hiſtory pencils out under a charaćter of the moſt

perfeót courage and magnanimity, though diſordered with ſome wild fallies and ex

ceſſes; which peradventure may be attributed to the evaporations of youth, which is

always volatile and airy, rather then to any ſettled and contraćted habit of vicious

diſtempers, and mutinous paſſions which was lodged within him. But to proceed,

when Willeſborough had by a ſucceſſive thread of many ages been guided along

through ſeveral deſcents down to John Brent, he died and left John Brent his...heir,

who expiring without iſſue, Margaret his eldeſt fiſter became the inheritrix of all his

poſſeſſions, and ſhe being married to John Dering, Eſquire, of Surrenden Dering,

sthis place by female right became tranſplanted into the patrimony of that name and

family, and Sir Edward Dering, about the year 1635, conveyed it to Robert Scot of

Canterbury, Eſquire, whoſe ſon and heir Thomas Scot, of Canterbury, Eſquire, is

now proprietor of it.

WILMINGTON, in the hundred of Dartford, reſolves itſelf in two manors which

exačt a peculiar cogniſance, and the firſt is Rue hill (ſo it was anciently written

though now by vulgar acceptation it is called Rowe-hill.) It was in ages of a higher

track, the patrimony of an illuſtrious and generous family called Giſe, who were in

thoſe times as eminent for the largeneſs of their poſſeſſions, as they were for the an

tiquity of their extraction; and from hence were the Giſes of the counties of

Hereford and Glouceſter originally ſprouted out. Anſelmus de Giſe had a charter

of free warren granted to his lands at Rue hill in Wilmington, in the twenty-ſecond

year of Edward the firſt ; but it appears the poſſeſſion of this place, inveſted and

fortified with this grant, was not long after united to this family; for John Giſe this

man's grandchild ſold it to Nicholas Brember, who in the twelfth year of Richard

the ſecond, being blaſted with an impeachment of high treaſon, fell an oblation to

the fury of thoſe lords, who upon pretence of aſſerting the public liberty, ſought

to fetter up the majeſty and prerogative of their prince, within thoſe narrow re

ſtraints, and limits which they preſcribed to empale it in, and pare off the power of

the crown (which like Sampſon's locks being ſhaved, kings remain like other men.)

Upon this attaint Rue-hill reſolved into the revenue of the crown, and king Richard

the ſecond, in the fourteenth year of his reign, granted it to Adam Bamme of London;

and in his lineage was the inheritance of it fundry generations wrapt up, till in our

grandfathers memory it was alienated to Brett; from whoſe ſucceſſor the ſame alter

ation rolled the poſſeſſion not many years ſince into Smith.

The ſecond is Highlands which was parcel of the demean of the knights of St.

John of Jeruſalem, and upon the diſſolution of their alberge here in England, was

granted about the thirty-fifth year of Henry the eighth to Sir Thomas Moile, and

Sir Maurice Dennis; the laſt of which paſſed away his concern in it to Sir Thomas

Moile, by whoſe daughter and co-heir called Amy Moile, it came to be poſſeſſed by

Ir
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Sir Thomas Kempe, who left it to his ſon and heir Sir Thomas Kempe, who con

veyed it to his brother Mr. Reginald Kempe, who in our fathers memory paſſed it

away to Laucelot Bathurſt, Eſquire, father to Sir Edward Bathurſt, who is the in

ſtant proprietor of it.

WODNESBOROUGH lies in the hundred of Eaſtrie, and ſpreads itſelf into

many places of no deſpicable account. Firſt there is Shelving, which was as high

as any evidence, can waft us to diſcover, the demean of Hougham, of Hougham

by Dover, a family rooted in as deep antiquity as any in this track. Robert

de Hougham is enrolled in an ancient regiſter of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen, who ſup

ported the cauſe and quarrel of Richard the firſt at the ſiege of Acon, Sir Robert

de Hougham, his ſon, died poſſeſſed of it in the ſecond year of Edward the firſt,

and left Robert Hougham his heir, who determined in daughters and co-heirs; ſo

that Benedicta Hougham, one of them, being married to John Shelving, this be-,

came his demean, where he erected a houſe, upon which he fixed his ſirname, and

called it Shelving, which in thoſe times was of conſiderable repute, though ſince

by the frequent impreſſions of age, it is ſhrunk into decay and obſcurity : from

Shelving one moiety of it by ſale was tranſmitted to St. Leger, and ſo continued

diſtinguiſhed in the intereſt of it, till both Shelving and St. Leger did by a mutual

concurrence paſs away their joint right in it to Dynley, where it had not long been

ſeated, but the like fatality transferred the poſſeſſion of it to White, and here the

title of it was as unfixed and unſtable alſo ; for from this family by purchaſe it

was carried into the revenue of Knight, who in our memory altered his intereſt in

it by ſale to Mr. Solomon Hougham of Sandwich, primitively iſſued out in a col

lateral line from Sir Robert Hougham, upon whoſe late deceaſe his ſon and heir

Mr. Richard Hougham is now poſſeſſor of it. -

Ringleton does ſecondly exačt ſome remembrance. It was anciently the intereſt of

Perot ; for Thomas Perot held it at his death, which was in the fourth year of Ed

ward the third ; but when this name was extinguiſhed in a daughter and heir,

William Langley by marrying with her entituled himſelf to the poſſeſſion of this

place, in which family the inheritance for fundry generations was ſettled, till the

viciſſitude of time by ſale conveyed it into the demean of John White, who was

originally a merchant of the Staple, and did by ſeveral acts of exemplary munifi

cence, evidence himſelf to be a liberal benefactor to Canterbury. But long it was

not faſtened to the poſſeſſion of this name; for his ſucceſſor alienated it to Butler of

Heronden in Eaſtrie, from which family Ringleton by the ſame mutation was brought

to own the poſſeſſion of Neame, and his ſon Daniel Neame ſold it to Spencer of

Sandwich, whoſe ſucceſſor Nicholas Spencer dying without iſſue, his ſiſter, who was

married to Hughs deſcended from Hughs of Middleton Stony, in the county of

Oxford, who was branched out from the Hughs of North Wales, by a relative

right deduced from that alliance, has planted the preſent poſſeſſion in the patri

mony of that name and family.

Thirdly, upper Hamwold may fall under a diſquiſition, becauſe it was wound up in

the eſtate and property of Greenſhield, whoſe principal reſidence was at Greenſhield

in Whitſtaple, corruptly called Grimgil, where I have ſpoken more largely of this

family; only this I ſhall add, that Henry Greenſhield, who died in the laſt year of

Edward the fourth, was a munificent benefactor to the poor and other indigent and

neceſſitous people of the town of Sandwich, to whom he bequeaths by his laſt

teſtament very liberal donations for their relief and ſupport. After this family of

Greenſhield was mouldered away at Hamwold, I find the Elis's inveſted in the poſ

feſſion, but whether by alliance or purchaſe I cannot diſcover. After they went out,

the family of Francis was by purchaſe from them, feated in the inheritance, to whoſe

intereſt it was not many years united, for from them it paſſed away by ſale to Wil

ſon, where the title was not leſs violate, and curſory ; for from Wilſon the like

alienation tranſlated the right of it into Parboe, whoſe widow Mrs. Parboe does now

enjoy it, as being made part of her jointure when firſt ſhe married with Parboe.

Fourthly, Grove and upper Hamwold are two little manors circumſcribed likewiſe

within the limits of Wodneſborough ; and were in the thirty-ſecond year of Edward

the third the inheritance of Peter de Goldeſburgh, or Goldeſborough, but the title

made
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made no long abode in this name after this man's exit; for both, about the latter

end of Richard the ſecond, were conveyed to Langley, of Knowlton, from whom

as ſudden a devolution, about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, paſſed them over

to Sir John White, of Canterbury, a merchant of the Staple, and he died poſſeſſed

of them in the ninth year of Edward the fourth, as appears, Rot. Eſc. Num. 25.

After this family was worn out, I find Stokes planted in the poſſeſſion; from which

name about the latter end of Henry the eighth, they came over by purchaſe to one

Nicholas Mois, gentleman, and when that family deſerted the poſſeſſion, which was

in our grandfathers remembrance, a fatality proportionate to the former, made them

both parcel of the patrimony of Everard, by whom not many years ſince, they were

alienated toJames, to the inheritance of which family they remain yet linked and united.

Fifthly, Poltmans vulgarly called Poultmans, yield both ſeat and ſirname to a fa

mily of ſome eſtimate in this track, who had a caſtellated manſion, inveſted with a

moat, and continued lords of this habitation, until Peter Poltman by deſcendant

right came to be poſſeſſed of it, and he about the fifteenth year of Richard the

ſecond conveyed it by fine to Langley of Knowlton, in whom the propriety was

fettled but until the latter end of Henry the ſixth, and then it was paſſed away by

fale to Sir John White, who dying ſeized of it in the ninth year of Edward the

fourth, by teſtament ordered it to be ſold for the improvement of acts of charity,

and pious uſes, and was according to the tenor of his will conveyed by ſale to Boteler

of Heronden in Eaſtry, and there it made its abode until our fathers remembrance,

and it was paſſed away to Benſkin, in which family the title is yet permanent.

WODITON, in the hundred of Kinghamford, hath three places in it of con

ſiderable eſtimate. The firſt is Gedding, which king Cedwall and Keneldrith his

queen, in the year of Grace 593 gave to Theodore archbiſhop of Canterbury, and

the convent of Chriſt-church in Canterbury, free (as the original donation informs

me) as Adeſham, and was by them afterwards aſſigned to the ſacriſt or ſexton of

Chriſt-church, for his livelihood and ſubſiſtence, an office in elder times of no con

temptible account in the repute and vogue of the monks of that cloiſter; for the

ſacred utenſils of the church were not only committed to his care and cuſtody, but he

was likewiſe to make preparation for the celebration of the maſs, and the performance

of other divine and ſacred offices, and becauſe he might be more active and vigor

ous in the management and execution of his truſt, theſe under officers were to be

ſubſervient and miniſterial to him, whoſe catalogue follows.

1 Cuſtos de Wexhouſe. 6 Duo Clerici Tumbe & Martyrii.

2 Primus ſerviens Eccleſiae ad 7 Quatuor ſervientes Eccleſie ad

pulſandum. pulſandum.

3 J’igil Eccleſiae. 8 Vitriarius, & Garcio ejus.

4 Plumbarius Sacriſtae. 9 Oſtiarius Chori.

5 Duo Clerici Altaris beate Io Serviens Feretri.

Mariae. 11 Aurifriga & lotrix Eccleſiæ.

For which laſt (the reſt being of eaſy underſtanding) I conceive it was one that

either wrought the church veſtments, or hangings, and the like, in gold, or that

refreſhed them, when they were dim or tarniſhed. But to proceed, this manor be

ing with the remainder of the revenue of the priory of Chriſt-church, ſurrendered

into the hands of Henry the eighth, in the twenty-ninth year of his reign, who af.

terwards in the thirty-firſt of his government granted it to Mr. Edward Foch of

Hells court in this pariſh ; from whom it deſcended to Thomas Foch of Monkton,

in the Iſle of Thanet, Eſquire, who deceaſing not many years fince, gave it to his

iscond ſon major John Foch of London, and he hath lately paſſed it away to his

elder brother Thomas Foch, Eſquire.

Hells is a ſecond place of note, which for divers deſcents, until the reign of Henry

the fourth, confeſſed no other proprietors, but Hells, of Hell-court, in Aſh;

and then, they abandoning the poſſeſſion, it came to be enjoyed by Merywether, and

remained linked to the patrimony of this name, until the latter end of Henry the

eighth, and then by a female inheritrix it came to confeſs the ſignory of Foch, º
right
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right of which alliance it is now the inheritance of Thomas Foch,

Eſquire. -

ſºckham Buſhes is another manor which has its ſituation within the limits of

Woditon, and was, as the light of the moſt ancient evidences does guide us to be

lieve, the patrimony of Guldeford; for Henry de Guldeford, (as the Book of Aid

diſcovers to us) did hold it by knights ſervice, of Geffrey de Say, in the twentieth

year of Edward the third ; but in a deſcent or two after, this family was ſhrunk

away from the poſſeſſion of this place, and then the ancient and illuſtrious family of

Digge, of Digge's-court, in Berham, was the next which ſucceeded in the propriety

and inheritance, and to this name was the title of this place, by a ſucceſſive ſeries of

many generations faſtened, till in our fathers memory it was by ſale rent off, and

by that alienation united to the revenue of Coppen, in whoſe demean the intereſt of

it at this day continues included.

WOODCHURCH, in the hundred of Blackbourn, was the habitation of a * - C

family of as deep root in antiquity as any in this track, who extraćted their firname, 2.2%. 24.2.
as well as borrowed their firſt original, from this place. Roger de Woodchurch is 242-22----, 4…..A

the firſt who does occur, who in the ancient evidences and the deeds of this place2%£4-i-4:

which are not cloiſtered within any date, finds a frequent mention, and from him (as 2.20 2,…, z-z.

appears by an old pedigree of this family) did it devolve to his grandchild Sir Simon 2.- Zºº’.

de Woodchurch, who is in the regiſter of thoſe eminent perſons who accompanied 24-zt:32-32:

Edward the firſt in his vićtorious and triumphant expedition into Scotland, where his 222 24: 2.9

vićtories entailed upon his memory the charaćter of Malleus Scotorum, but in this Sir

Simon, the name, though not the male line determined, for he by marrying with ~~~~

Suſan, heir of Henry le Clerke, of Munfidde, brought a large inheritance to own2.2–4-4*

the ſignory of Woodchurch; and his ſucceſſors, in gratitude to a family which had

added ſo much of ſplendor, and annexed ſo plentiful a revenue to this name, altered 3-2-~…”.

their paternal appellation from Wood-church to Clerke; and ſo in all their deeds

ſubſequent to this match, have written Clerke, alias Woodchurch ever ſince. But

as all families have their deſcent and period, as well as gradation and aſcent, ſo had

this ; for after this manor had for ſo many hundred years continued in this family,

which had been productive of men which had been planted in places of the greateſt

eminence, by which they were obliged to perform ſervice to their country, it came

at laſt to Humfrey Clerk, Eſquire, who about the year 1594, paſſed it away by ſale

to Walter Harlackenden, Eſquire, by whoſe daughter and heir called Deborah Har

lackenden, it was united to the revenue of Sir Edward Hales, knight and baronet;

upon whoſe late deceaſe it is now deſcended to his grandchild Sir Edward Hales,

baronet, who is entitled to the inſtant ſignory of it. -

Pleu, inden, in this pariſh, is a branch of that eſtate which fell under the ſignory of

the ancient and knightly family of Engham, very frequently in old deeds and other

monuments written Edinghain, and ſometimes Hengham. In a deed wherein there is

mention of a match between . . . . . one of the co-heirs of Sir Stephen de Pencheſter,

and Henry de Cobham, and wherein ſome land is conveyed over to Cobham, there are

theſe perſons recorded to be tºſtes to it, William de Savage, William de Oure, Otho

de Grandiſon, and Roger de Hengham. The deed is very ancient, and though not

confined to any ſtričt or preciſe date, yet commences from the reign of Edward the

firſt, and from this Roger did Vincent Engham, Eſquire, lineally deſcend, who in

the . . . . . . year of queen Elizabeth, paſſed it away by ſale to Roger Twiſden,

Eſquire, grandfather to Sir Roger Twiſden, baronet, in whom is fixed the in

ſtant proprietor of it.

Toumland is another manor in Woodchurch, which had anciently owners of that

firname. Rafe de la Thun died ſeized of this manor and other lands in Woodchurch

the forty-third year of Henry the third. After him I find Richard de Tunland poſ

ſeſſed of it in the reign of Henry the third, and Edward the firſt ; and had iſſue

Thomas de Tunland, who died ſeized of it in the fifth year of Edward the third,

Rot. Eſc. Num 13. and left it to his ſon and heir John de Tunland, who was an

eminent benefactor to the priory of Leeds, to which convent he added this manor to

improve their revenue at the time of his deceaſe, which was in the forty-ſeventh

year of Edward the third, and here it remained until the diſſolution, and then it

was granted by Henry the eighth to Thomas lord Cromwell ; and after his attaint

5 B in
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in the thirty-ſecond year of his reign, being eſcheated, it was in the thirty-fifth of

Henry the eighth regranted to Sir Thomas Moile, chancellor of the court of aug

mentation, and he in the thirty-ſixth year of Henry the eighth, paſſed it away by

ſale to William Goodwin, and Thomas Ancos, and they not long after alienated

their right in it to Lucas; in which family it continued but until the beginning of

queen Elizabeth, and then it was conveyed by ſale to Thomas Godfrey, whoſe ſon

James Godfrey, in the tenth year of queen Elizabeth, transferred it by the like devo

lution to Mary Guldford; and ſhe again, in the eleventh year of that princeſs, demiſed

it to Richard Guldford, and he not long after ſold it away to Shelley of Michaelgrove,

and John Shelley, as I find by a court roll relating to this place, held it in the eigh

teenth of queen Elizabeth, and in the deſcendant of this name and family is the in

heritance of it, if I be not miſinformed, at this inſtant placed.

Henberſ is the laſt place conſiderable in Woodchurch, which was the poſſeſſion of

a family of that denomination, of whom I have ſpoken at Stapleherſt, where they

enjoyed another manor of this name, and of which family this here was but a cadet

or younger ſlip, and was written ſometimes Henherſt, and as often in old deeds

Engherſt, and continued owners of this place, until the reign of Henry the ſeventh,

and then it devolved to Sir Thomas Hengherſt, who was the laſt of that name which

held this place, for he dying without iſſue-male, Humphrey Wiſe, who had mar

ried with his daughter and heir in her right was inveſted in the inheritance of it, but

he deceaſing likewiſe without iſſue-male, his ſole inheritrix united it by marriage to

the revenue of her huſband Mr. Robert Maſters, great grandfather to Mr. Edward

Maſters of Canterbury, in whom the propriety of this place is at this preſent con

tinued. - \

Henden likewiſe is an appendage to Woodchurch, from whence certainly the name

of Henden originally ſtreamed out, though it be brought down to our times in ſo

crooked and perplexed a chanel, that we cannot diſcover it in all the wanderings and

digreſſions of it, though the family was made more conſpicuous, by Sir Edward

Henden, one of the barons of the exchequer to the late king Charles ; who for his

clear ſpeculation and inſight into the deepeſt and moſt myſterious intrigues of the

municipal law of England, was commonly called the picklock of it. But this is a

diverſion. The ancient properties of Henden, repreſented to us by the eldeſt re

cords, were the lords Burwaſh, very frequently written Burghurſt, and Bartholomew

lord Burwaſh had a charter of free warren granted to Henden, in the eighteenth year

of Edward the third. And when this family had deſerted the poſſeſſion of this

place, the next which ſucceſſively held it were the Capells, of Capells-court, in Ivie

church, and Richard Capell died ſeized of it in the fifteenth year of Richard the

ſecond ; and here, after it had been for ſome generations fixed, the name reſolved

into a daughter and heir, who was married unto Harlackenden, and ſo it became

twiſted into the revenue of that family, and ſo remained till Deborah Harlackenden,

the heir general of Walter Harlackenden, a branch of this ſtock, by being married

to Sir Edward Hales, knight and baronet, grandfather to Sir Edward Hales, now of

Tunſtall baronet, wound it up in the demean and intereſt of that honourable family.

The borough of Harlackenden is ſituated in this pariſh, and has been for many hun

dred of years the patrimonial demean of that name and family, as appears by a

tomb in the church of Woodchurch, whoſe inſcription ſignifies that one of them lies

interred there a little after the conqueſt; and though the charaćter be in the propor

tion and ſhape of it very much like that which was in uſe in the reign of Henry the

fourth, and Henry the fifth, and ſo makes the truth of it diſputable, yet to this 'tis

anſwered, that there was an old tombſtone there before, with the ſame inſcription upon

it, inſculped peradventure in a Saxon character, or ſuch an one as was proportionate

to that time in which that perſon died, who lies there entombed; which being de

cayed, his ſucceſſors, to perpetuate and inforce the memory of ſo ancient a predeceſ

ſor, fixed this ſtone upon his grave, and, to make the memorial more obvious, did

cauſe the epitaph to be engraven in ſuch a letter as was cuſtomary in the time of

that prince, in whoſe reign it was laid upon the aſhes beneath. In Grey’s-Inn hall,

by particular inſpection, I have obſerved the arms of this family, viz. Azure, a feſs

ermin between three lions heads eraſed or, to be painted in an upper window, which ap

pears to be of very venerable antiquity, and this juſtifies thoſe fair attributes of noble,

ancient,

i
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ancient, and illuſtrious, which may with very good reaſon be entituled to this family,

of which is Thomas Harlackenden, Eſquire, who, by inherent right tranſmitted to

him by a never-ebbing ſtream of ſo many multiplied deſcents, is the inſtant proprietor

of this borough. -

Edingham, vulgarly called Engham, is the laſt place of account within the verge

of Woodchurch, and was, in times of elder date, before they tranſplanted them

ſelves to Singleton in Great Chart, the manſion of the Enghams, who as they placed

here their ſeat, extracted from hence to their firmame; a family doubtleſs of profound

antiquity, and no leſs reputation, as may appear by thoſe large poſſeſſions which

they were intereſted in, in ſeveral parts of Romney Marſh, written in old records,

ſometimes Edingham, and by contračtion Engham, and very frequently Hengham.

And it is very probable from the identity of the name, that Rafe de Hengham, the

eminent lord chief juſtice, in the reign of Edward the firſt, was of this family. # Sir

Audomer (or Aymer) de Engham was juſtice of Cheſter, in the ſecond year of Ed

ward the third, and was iſſued out originally from this family, and it is poſſible

Audomar or Odmer de Hengham, who lies buried in Chriſt-church at Canterbury,

in the year 14, 1 was his ſon, and what much enhances the honour of this family,

he is written in the Latin inſcription affixed to his tomb Audomarus Hengham, Ar

miger; and in this name was the inheritance of this place condućted along through

many generations of the Enghams, even until our grandfathers memory, and then it

was by ſale alienated to Baker, who is now the poſſeſſor of that ſeat which formerly

made the name of Engham ſo conſpicuous in this county.

WOLWICH has been in elder times written WOLNEWICH, is in the hundred

of Leſnes, and was the property of Gilbert de Mariſco, who ſtands firſt in the in

ventory of thoſe who were its former poſſeſſors, and he held it about the beginning

of Edward the firſt, and aſſumed this name de Mariſco, from that eſtate which he

enjoyed in the Marſh beneath this town ; and it ſeems his fortune was of no narrow

dimenſion, for he held this manor under the notion of half a knight's fee, in the above

mentioned prince's reign of Warren de Montchenfie, baron of Swanſcam. After

him Sabina de Windleſor poſſeſſed it about the ſeventeenth year of Edward the

ſecond, by the fourth part of a knight's fee alſo, of the barony of Montchenfie at

Swanſcamp. And then next ſucceſſively to her did John de Pultney hold it in the

twentieth year of Edward the third, as this lady had held it before by the fourth

part of a knight's fee, and of the honour of Montchenfie in like manner; from

whom it paſſed away to William Chichley, a kinſman of that eminent prelate, Henry

Chichley, archbiſhop of Canterbury. And this man had iſſue John Chichley, who

deceaſed without iſſue male, and left only Agnes his heir married with John Taterſal,

who flouriſhed here in her right much of the reign of Henry the ſixth, and ſome of

Edward the fourth, and then alienated the intereſt of this place to Boughton, in

which family the intereſt of it remained, till by ſale it was divided from it, and

united to the patrimony of Heywood, where it ſeems the title was ſupported with

no conſtant poſſeſſion; for ſhortly after, almoſt in leſs then our fathers memory, the

right of it was by the former fatality tranſlated into Sir Nicholas Gilbourne, father to

Henry Gilbourne, Eſquire, to whom this manor gives up the right of its preſent

poſſeſſion.

It appears that the commiſſions of ſewers which are now yearly iſſued for to make

a diligent inſpection into thoſe banks and the defects of them, which protećt and ſe

cure the adjacent marſhes from the incroachments, and eruptions of the Thames was

of authentic and ancient uſe; for a commiſſion went out (as is manifeſt by Pat. 17.

Edwardi fecundi) for repairing a very great breach the waters by an inundation had

made into the marſhes which lie extended between Wolwich and Greenwich.

WROTHAM gives name to the whole hundred where it is ſeated, and is regiſtered

in the liſt of thoſe manors which formerly encreaſed the revenue and ſupported the

dignity of the archbiſhops of Canterbury; and if you will ſee how it was rated in

the time of the conqueror, conſult Doomſday Book, and that ſpeaks thus, Wrotham

eft manerium archiepiſcopi & T. E. R. defendebatſe pro VIII ſullings & eſt appretiatum

24lb. and continued treaſured in their patrimony until the twenty-ninth year of Henry

the eighth, and then it was exchanged by Thomas Cranmer, archbiſhop of Cº.;
ury

+ Pat, de anno ſecundo Ed, tºrtii parte ſecunda memb, 23.
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bury, with the crown, and lay claſped up in the kingly revenue until the fixth year

of Edward the fixth, and then it was granted to Sir John Maſon, who partly paſſed it

Eſquire, whoſe ſucceſſor Mr. George Bing (reſerving to himſelf the propriety of this

manor which his ſon and heir Mr. George Bing hath lately conveyed it to William

James Eſquire) demiſed it in leaſe for ninety-nine years to Sir Robert Darrel of

Calehill, who conveyed the demiſe to Henry Bing, ſerjeant at law, Eſquire, whoſe

widow Katherine Bing, being declared his executrix, not long ſince paſſed away her

intereſt in it to f William James, Eſquire, of Eightham, deſcended from an ancient

family called Haeſtretcht, near Utrecht; to which family William Camden, Clarenceux

king of arms, through miſtake and inadvertency aſſigned argent, a cheveron between

three mill rinds ſable, as the paternal coat of this family; whereas, had he made a

ſerious review, he would have diſcovered that the original coat of Haeſtrecht, was

argent two bars crenellee gules, three pheons in chief, ſable.

Wrotham had a market procured to it by Walter Reynolds, archbiſhop of Canter

bury, in the eighth year of Edward the ſecond.

Iſingfield is a ſecond manor in Wrotham which in times very ancient acknowledged

the propriety of Quintin, a family though not of ſignal, yet of no cheap account

in this tračt; and was by Gilbert Quintin and Joan his wife, in the thirty-firſt year of

Edward the third, paſſed away by fine to James Peckham, from whom by a clew of

ſeveral generations it was condućted down to Reginald Peckham, Eſquire, who about

the beginning of king James conveyed it to Nicholas Miller of Horſnells Crouch,

Eſquire, who deceaſing without iſſue bequeathed it to his nephew Sir Nicholas

Miller; upon whoſe late paying that debt we all owe to nature, it is now Humphrey

Millers, Eſquire.

2 aldham or Aldham is another ſeat of conſiderable account in Wrotham, eſpeciall

–2.2/24. 4--…ſince it celebrates the memory of Thomas de Aldham, who by a pious#.

$2.-- ~~~~~<> ſupported the arms and cauſe of Richard the firſt, when he was engaged at the ſiege

~~~~2:-- of Acon ; and from him it deſcended to Sir Thomas de Aldham, who determining

2. 3.-...o 2-in three daughters and co-heirs, Margery, one of them, by marrying with Martin de

y a Peckham, deſcended from John de Peckham (who likewiſe fills up the catalogue of

2 ./2.2. /*-->42- thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen, who by their ſignal courage made themſelves confiderable

Žºrž- 2%. 44.2-under Richard the firſt at the fiege of Acon) did augment his patrimony by the union

2:4: …}}. 9f hers at this place to it. And from him hath an undiſturbed channel of many de

*** º- -- foents flowing through fundry worthy perſons of very remarkable repute in their re

<-- 2:22-22. #. generations, brought it down to confeſs the ſignory of Reginald Peckham,

quire.

Barffed is the laſt manor in Wrotham which accrued to James Peckham, by mar

rying with the ſole heir of Sir Thomas Moraunt, and hath lain ever ſince wrapped

up in the demean of that family, ſo that at preſent it is part of the patrimony of

Reginald Peckham of Yaldham, Eſquire.

Ford in this pariſh has been for ſome centuries of years the poſſeſſion of Clerk,

very frequently written in old evidences le Clerk. John Clerk ſon of John Clerk,

was the ſecond baron of the exchequer about the beginning of the reign of Henry

the ſixth, from whom in a lineal ſucceſſion Sir William Clerk did deſcend ; who

when this nation was engaged in the flame of the late civil contention, offered up his

life to the commands of his late majeſty, in that ſignal conflict which was commenced

between Sir William Waller and the royal party at Cropreadie Bridge; and, which

is more remarkable, after he had received a mortal wound, as if he had a greater

care of his friend’s ſecurity then of his own, poured out his laſt breath in this ex

preſſion, “Look to Sir William Butler, for I ſaw him fall.” After whoſe deceaſe the

right of this manſion being included in the jointure of this lady dowager, ſhe, in re

lation to that firſt ſettlement, now holds the poſſeſſion of it.

Pleciſion

f See more of this family at Eigtham, where I have rendered an account how they altered the name of

Haeſtrecht to James.

away by ſale, and partly gave it in dower with his daughter married to Robert Bing,
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Pleckſton was formerly a borough appertaining to Wrotham; but by an ordinance

of the lords and commons aſſembled in parliament, bearing date from the year of our

Lord .647, it was enacted, there ſhould be a collection throughout this county,

towards the erecting a parochial church at this place, and the eſtabliſhing a congre

gation proportionate to it, which was effected accordingly; ſo that now it hath the

repute of a pariſh, ſeparate and diſtinét from Wrotham, and contains within its

limits the manor of Sore, which was in times of a more ancient complexion parcel

of the patrimony of the Colepepers of Preſton, in Alresford; for Walter Cole

peper, died poſſeſſed of it, in the firſt year of Edward the third, from whom an

uninterrupted flowing of deſcent, waſted the title down to Sir Thomas Colepeper of

Preſton, who paſſed it away to Nicholas Miller, Eſquire, of Horſnells Crouch, in

Wrotham, and he upon his deceaſe, diſpoſed of his right in it to his nephew Sir

Nicholas Miller of Oxenhoath, upon whoſe late deceaſe, it deſcended to his ſon and

heir Humphrey Miller, Eſquire.

WORMSELL, is a ſmall deſpicable pariſh, in the hundred of Eyhorn, and was

ever eſteemed an appendage to the manor of Boughton Malherbe, and had ever the

ſame proprietors, as namely, Gatton, Dene, Corbie, and laſtly Wotton; in which

laſt family it remained until the latter end of Henry the eighth ; and then it was

paſſed away to Dynley, where it reſted until our fathers memory; and then it was

conveyed to Sydley, ſo that it now owns the propriety of Sir Charles Sydley baronet.

WOULDHAM lies in the hundred of Larkefield ; and was given to Ernulf,

biſhop of Rocheſter, by Ethelbert, king of Kent, in the year 762, who for this and

other his munificent donations, by which he ſo much enlarged, and multiplied the

revenue of the ſee of Rocheſter, is repreſented to us at this day, by the records of

that church, under the character and portraiture of pias Ethelbertus ; but the ſteeple,

and much of the fabrick of the church, owe their original to the charity and benefi

cence of Stephen Slegge, who was ſheriff of Kent in the twenty-ſeventh year of

Henry the ſixth, and bequeathed by his will in the thirty-ſixth year of that prince's

reign, a 100 marks, to be diſburſed and expended on the church and ſteeple of

Wouldham.

Rings is a ſmall manor that ſpreads itſelf partly into Wouldham, and partly into

the pariſh of St. Margarets not far diſtant, but was eminent formerly, becauſe it was

the demean in part of the noble family of Coſington, of Cofington, in Alresford,

the other moiety acknowledging the ſignory of Carter; Coſington ſold his proportion

to Whorne, of Whornes-place in Cuckſton; and Carter alienated his to Laurence,

who not long after, by a mutual deed of conveyance, paſſed away their joint intereſt

in it to Hadds of Meriam-court, in Wicheling, who was ſcarce ſettled in his new

purchaſe, but he by ſale tranſplanted his right in it into Thomas Roydon, of Roydon

court in Peckham, who was one of thoſe, who in the thirty firſt year of Henry the

eighth, altered, by act of parliament, their poſſeſſions from the nature and tenure of

gavelkind to that of knights ſervice. From Roydon, this place (as appears by the

private evidences of Mr. John Marſham) by the former alienation, was carried into

the demean of Brockhull, of Addington Septuans, in Thurnham, where the poſ.

ſeſſion was not long reſident; for Henry Brockhull conveyed it away to Sir John

Lewſon of the county of Stafford, whoſe ſon Sir Richard I.ewſon, deſiring to cir

cumſcribe his revenue within the more cloſe circumference of Staffordſhire, ſold his

concern here to John Marſham, Eſquire, originally extracted out of Norfolk, to

whoſe name, thoſe learned pieces which he hath made public, as namely his ac

curate diſquiſitions upon Daniel, and his elaborate preface, prefixed to the monaſtick

ſurvey, ſtiled Monaſticum Anglicanum, ſhall ſtand in future ages, both urn and epitaph.

Starkeys is another place wholly involved within the limits of Wouldham, but

, formerly it was not kown by this name; for in times of elder aſpect I believe it could

fcarce entitle itſelf to any manſion though it had the repute of a manor, and under

that notion is it mentioned to be held by Sir John Buckland, in the twentieth year

of Edward the third, as appears by the book called Feoda Militum kept in the ex

chequer, where it is ſtiled the manor of Hºls Wouldham. After this family was

5 WOrn
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worn out the Newmans were the next who, by purchaſe from them, became poſ

ſeſſors of the fee, but ſtayed not long in the tenure of it , for in a deſcent or two

after, Henry Newman alienated the inheritance to Humphrey Starkey, one of the

barons of the exchequer, in the reign of Henry the ſeventh, who erected here that

houſe, which ever ſince hath been adopted into his name ; he was deſcended from

the Starkies of Wrenbery and Oulton in Cheſhire, and lies entombed under a fair

monument, in the pariſh church of St. Leonards, Shoreditch, in London, which the

injuries of time, and impious mechanicks together have much empaired, but it

ſeems the name of the houſe could not entail it on his poſterity, for his ſucceſſor

ſold it to Sir John Rainsford, a man of great demean about Loſe, Eaſt and Weſt

Barming, and of no leſs authority with Henry the eighth , who not long after con

veyed it over to Dambe; from whom the fate of ſale, brought the inheritance to

Sir John Lewſon, whoſe ſon Sir Richard Lewſon, upon thoſe motives which in

cited him to alienate Rings, which was to contract his whole demean into Stafford

ſhire, transferred his right in this likewiſe, to Joſeph Marſham, Eſquire, formerly

one of the ſix clerks ; of whoſe learning and merit I have ſpoken, when I treated of

Rings.

Beaulies-court is the laſt place of note in this pariſh to be diſcourſed upon : it was

formerly in records written Sellers, and gave ſirname to a family known by that ap

pellation; for John at Seller (under that orthography he is recorded in the Book of

Aid) held this place by knights ſervice of the biſhop of Rocheſter, in the twentieth

year of Edward the third ; and the arms of this family, ſtand depićted in an old pane

of glaſs, yet remaining in Wouldham-church, videlicet, argent a ſaltire between fºr

mullets gules, and is now quartered by Beauley ; for when this name concluded in a

female heir, ſhe by her marrying with Beauly, united this feat and the propriety of

it to their patrimony; who, for ſome additions they augmented the houſe with,

changed the name of Sellers into Beaulies-court, and by a right brought down to

him by a chain of fundry generations from the former alliance, does Mr. Thomas

Beauly, now of London, merchant, claim his preſent intereſt in it.

WYE gives name to the whole hundred wherein it is placed, and is in Latin re

cord frequently called Vaga, or wandring, and in the Britiſh dialect it imports as

much, from whence they impoſed the name of Wye, on a noted river in Hereford

ſhire, from its crooked and perplexed digreſſions. It was a manor which belonged

to the crown before the conqueſt, and king William the firſt, gave it to Battel-abby.

I recite the donation, becauſe it reſerves the earl of Kents Deniers, or tºrtium De

narium, a ſingular teſtimony of grounding and conferring the dignity, and juſtifies

the unparalled title it hath, of being called Rºgale Manerium de Hye, the royal

manor of Wye; for the ſignory of 22 towns lying croſs the country from hence to

Battell pertain unto it.

Aldons, Dods, Weſt-Sture, Bromsford, Shotenton, with the manor of the vicarage

were given by John Kempe, firſt archbiſhop of Canterbury, and lord chancellor of

England, and after cardinal to the college of Wye, which he had erected and dedi

cated to St. Martin and St. Gregory; which, upon the ſuppreſſion, were ſettled in

the patrimony of the crown, till queen Elizabeth granted them to her kinſman Henry

Cary, baron of Hunſdon, whoſe grandchild Henry earl of Dover, not many year

ſince, conveyed them to Sir Thomas Finch, earl of Winchelſey, whoſe ſon Hencage,

earl of Winchelſey, has the inſtant ſignory of them.

Ollantigh was a place of no account, till cardinal Kemp inſtituted here an oratory

or chapel, which is yet annexed to the houſe, but the manſion itſelf was built by Sir

Thomas Kempe, made knight of the Bath, at the marriage of prince Arthur, eldeſt

ſon to Henry the ſeventh, and in this name the poſſeſſion continued, till Sir Thomas

Kempe, this man's ſucceſſor, deceaſed without iſſue-male, and left four daughters

and co-heirs, married with Diggs, Cutts, Chichley, and Skipwith , who all by

mutual conſent did diveſt themſelves of their right to this place, and by ſale tranſ.

mitted it to Sir Timothy Thornhil, whoſe grandchild Mr. Henry Thornhil (though

In Ot
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not without much ſtruggling and conteſt, there being lately another title derived from

Reginald Kempe, brother to Sir Thomas ſet up againſt his) does hold the inſtant pro

priety of it.

H/ilmington is an ancient ſeat in this pariſh, which had formerly the reputation of

a manor, and was parcel of the revenue of the noble family of Corbie; for Robert

de Corbie did enjoy it at his death, which was in the thirty-ninth year of king

Edward the third; and after this family was diſlodged from the poſſeſſion, the

Chivalers came in and enjoyed the inheritance; for William Chivaler held it at his

deceaſe, which was in the firſt year of Richard the ſecond, after whom John Mow

bray, duke of Norfolk, poſſeſſed it about the year 1461, who dying without iſſue,

John Howard his kinſman was inveſted with the title of duke of Norfolk, as being

deſcended from the lady Margaret, daughter of Thomas de Brotherton, firſt duke

of Norfolk, in the firſt year of Richard the third, and with this title he had the in

heritance of Wilmington, which did not remain united any long ſpace to his name ;

for in the year 1486, he found an untimely ſepulchre with his maſter Richard the

third in the ruins of Boſworth-field, where he offered up his life to the cauſe of that

prince, as a grateful expiration of thoſe favours which he had received from his

bounty, after whoſe deceaſe this place by eſcheat was ſwallowed up in the revenue of

the crown, where the poſſeſſion ſlumbered, till king Edward the ſixth, about the

ſecond year of his reign, granted it to Edward Paget, Eſquire, in which family it

reſided until our fathers memory, and then it was conveyed to Barrow.

Bilting is another place in Wye of no vulgar eſtimate. It lies partly in Godmer

ſham, and partly in this pariſh, and was for many hundred years the patrimony of a

family which bore that ſirname, and remained linked to their demean, until the

ninth year of queen Elizabeth ; and then William Bilting deceaſing without iſſue,

Arthur Franklin, and Richard Vidian were found to be his heirs, and upon the

diviſion of the eſtate into parcels, this ſwelled the eſtate of Franklin with a new ad

dition, and continued in that name, until not many years ſince partly by ſale, and

partly by marriage it was ſettled upon Mr. William Cowper of Maidſtone, upon

whoſe late deceaſe it is now devolved by ſucceſſive right to his deſcendant Mr. . . . .

Cowper, now in his minority. -

Perry court is the next place which obliges us to a conſideration. It was wrapped

up in that demean which related to the college of Wye, and was purchaſed by

cardinal John Kempe of Thomas Aldon (whoſe anceſtors had held it many deſcents

before) in the twenty eighth year of Henry the ſixth, and by him annexed to the

college abovementioned, of his own inſtitution and foundation ; but the public diſ.

ſolution in the reign of Henry the eighth having ſnatched it away, it was by the

grant of that prince made the inheritance of Mr. John Buckler, who about the be

ginning of Edward the fixth, paſſed it away to Sir William Damſel employed as

agent from that prince to the crown of France, and he going out in four daughters

and co-heirs, one of them by marrying with Burſton made it upon the diſunion of

the body of the eſtate into parcels, a limb of his patrimony; and remained ſo, until

our fathers remembrance, and then it was conveyed to Moil of Buckwell, and was

not many years ſince conveyed by Robert Moile, Eſquire, alienated by ſale to Sir

Thomas Finch, afterwards earl of Winchelſey, father to Heneage Finch, earl of

Winchelſey, now proprietor of it. .

Raymonds is the laſt place of account in Wye, which afforded a ſeat, and gave a

ſirname to a family ſo called, and were eminent in this pariſh many hundred years

ſince, as being ſtewards to the abby of Battle for lands near this place, and it is pro

bable this place was the original ſeminary or fountain from whence the Raimonds of

Eſſex, Norfolk, and other counties in this nation, deduced their primitive ex

traction. But to advance in my diſcourſe; this family of Raymond having long

ſince abandoned the ſignory of this place, it hath been for fundry deſcents the in

heritance of Beck, and is ſtill entituled to the propriety of one of this name and

family,

YALDING,
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ALDING, in the hundred of Twyford. It was in old Saxon orthography

Y written Ealding, from the watry fituation of the meadows. It was made eminent

by being parcel of the inheritance of the earls of Glouceſter, whoſe firname was de

Clere, under whoſe ſignory it remained till Gilbert de Clare, earl of Glouceſter and

Hereford, who deceaſed in the eighth year of Edward the ſecond, and left Margaret

de Clare his ſole heir, who was married to Hugh de Audley, who became, in right

of his wife, lord of the propriety of Yalding, and earl of Glouceſter likewiſe ; but

enjoyed neither no conſiderable ſpace of time; for he died in the twenty-firſt year

of Edward the firſt, and left no iſſue male; ſo that Margaret Audley became his

heir, who by marrying with Rafe, earl of Stafford, caſt it into his patrimony 5 and

he at his death, which was in the forty-ſixth year of Edward the third, in her right,

was found to be poſſeſſed of it; and in this family did the inheritance fix itſelf till

the reign of Henry the eighth, and then Edward Stafford, duke of Buckingham,

deſcended in a direét line from the aboveſaid Rafe Stafford, having by his own im

providence and miſcarriage laid himſelf open to the malicious aſſaults of cardinal

Wolſey, he by blowing of wild conjectures into the ears of king Henry the eighth,

blew up the fire of his rage into that height and fury, that nothing could extinguiſh

it but the blood of this peer poured out by an untimely effuſion upon the ſcaffold;

upon whoſe unfortunate deceaſe his eſtate by forfeiture and eſcheat devolved to the

crown; and king Henry the eighth ſuddenly after granted Yalding to his kinſman

Henry Somerſet, earl of Worceſter, whoſe father Charles Somerſet he in the ſeventh

year of his government, by a new creation, had adorned with that title; from whom

not long after it was by purchaſe incorporated into the patrimony of Nevill, baron of

Aburgavenny, whoſe ſucceſſor is John Nevill both in the barony, and in the in

heritance of Yalding.

Woodfold is a place not to be declined without ſome conſideration; becauſe it was

a place formerly of no contemptible repute; for Anſelmus de Quintin, originally iſſued

out from the ancient family of Boupton in Wiltſhire, held it in the twentieth year of

Edward the third, by the fourth part of a knight's fee, (as the Book of Aid teſtifies)

at the making the Black Prince knight, and here after the poſſeſſion divers years had

reſided, it ſhrunk away from this family, and by purchaſe was carried into the in

heritance of Burton, where likewiſe it was ſome generations ſettled, till the ſame

viciſſitude, made it as inconſtant here, as it had been to the former family, and b

ſale tranſported the right of it to Vane, a younger branch of Vane, earl of Weſt

moreland, in whoſe name and poſterity the patrimonial intereſt of it continues ſtill

wrapt up. - -

Lodingford is another manor in Yalding, which belonged to the priory of Bermond

ſey, and upon the ſuppreſſion of that magnificent cloiſter, was annexed to the re

venue of the crown, but made no long abode there; for Henry the eighth granted

it to Thomas Wood, Eſquire, and he not long after alienated it by ſale to George

Fane, Eſquire, anceſtor to the right honourable Mildmay Fane, now earl of Weſt.

moreland, the inſtant lord of the fee.

Yalding had the grant of a market to be obſerved there weekly, procured to it by

Hugh de Audley ; and a fair to continue three days yearly, viz. the vigil, the day

of St. Peter and Paul, and the ſubſequent to it, as appears, Pat. 12. Edw.ſecundi

M. 57.

The
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The Deſcription of the IS LAND S.

LMELEY is an iſland not far removed from Feverſham, but yet is ſituated in

the hundred of Milton; it was in elder times parcel of the demean of Peyforer.

Fulk de Peyforer held it at his death, which was in the fifth year of Edward the

firſt, from whom it was tranſported by deſcent to his ſon Fulk de Peyforer, who

likewiſe was in poſſeſſion of it at his deceaſe, which was in the ninth year of Ed

ward the ſecond ; but before the latter end of Edward the third, this name and

family was ſhrunk into a daughter and heir called Julian, who by marrying with

Thomas St. Leger, annexed the intereſt that family had in this iſland to his in

heritance, and from him the like viciſſitude carried it off to Henry Aucher, who

had eſpouſed Joan his co-heir ; but before the latter end of Henry the fifth, his

right in Elmeley was by ſale tranſplanted into Cromes of London, who likewiſe

before had purchaſed ſome portion of eſtate which the heirs of * Haſtings had

in this iſland by a right deduced from Mayney; for Sir Walter de Mayney, knight

of the garter, died the forty-ninth year of Edward the third, and left only a ſole

daughter and heir called Anne, who by marrying with John Haſtings earl of Pem

broke, brought Tunſtall and much other land here in Elmeley and elſewhere, to be

the patrimony of that family; but to proceed, Elmeley being thus entirely made

the demean of Cromer, continued linked to this family many deſcents, until Sir

James Cromer, the laſt of this name, almoſt in our memory died and left three

daughters and co-heirs ſurviving (for Martha the fourth died unmarried) to ſhare

his eſtate. Frances was married to Sir Matthew Carew, Elizabeth married Sir John

Steed, and Chriſtian married to Sir John Hales; and ſo theſe three dividing Elmeley

the deſcendants which claimed from Carew and Steed, have very lately by ſale con

veyed theirs, and ſo by conſequence the ſole intereſt of this iſland unto Sir Edward

Hales of Tunſtal.

GRAINE iſland lies in the hundred of Hoo, and had ſtill the ſame owners with

the manor of Malmains in Stoke, not far diſtant. Nicholas Malmains held it at his

death which was in the twenty-third year of Edward the third, and from him did the

title ſtream in this family until the beginning of Henry the fourth, and then it went

away by ſale to Iden of Ripley-court, in Weſtwell, and in this family did the poſ.

ſeſſion dwell, until the beginning of Henry the eighth, and then it was alienated to

John Parks gentleman, and he not long after dying without iſſue-male, Elizabeth

his ſole inheritrix, who was married to John Roper of Bedmancore in Lingſted,

Eſquire, united it to his patrimony, and from him is it now deſcended to his ſuc

ceſſor Chriſtopher Roper, the inſtant baron of Tenham. -

HARTIE lies in the hundred of Feverſham, and did anciently acknowledge the

dominion of the abbot and convent of Feverſham, until John, abbot of that place,

in the tenth year of Henry the eighth, obtained a licence from the crown to alienate

it to Thomas Colepeper, Eſquire; but here its abode was of no long moment; for

about the latter end of Henry the eighth it was tranſmitted by ſale to Sir Thomas

Cheyney, whoſe ſon the lord Henry Cheyney, about the middle of queen Elizabeth,

paſſed it away to Richard Thornhill, which Richard was father to Mr. Samuel

Thornhill, grandfather to Sir Timothy Thornhill and Sir John Thornhill, and great

grandfather to colonel Richard Thornhill, eldeſt ſon of Sir Timothy, which colonel

Richard is lately deceaſed, and Charles Thornhill Eſquire, ſon and heir of Sir John

now ſurviving, whoſe great grandfather Mr. Richard Thornhill, abovementioned, .

purchaſed Mere-court in the twelfth year of queen Elizabeth, and Potts-court,

Bradherſt, Queen-court in Oſpringe, Pitſtock and Hartie, in the thirteenth year of

that princeſs, of Sir Henry Cheyney, and made his ſon Samuel joint purchaſer with

him.

OXNEY iſland is an hundred within itſelf. The firſt place of eminence which

offers itſelf to a ſurvey, is Witreſham, which anciently belonged to the monks of

Chriſt-church, and was given to that cloiſter, in the year 132, by Edfin biſhop of

- 5 D St.

* Sir Robert Knolies, feoffee in truſt for Grcy, and Talbot, paſſed away icoo acres in Elmeley to Sir

William Cromer 7. Hen. 4.
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St. Martins without Canterbury; but upon the ſuppreſſion of that convent in the

reign of Henry the eighth, this manor with all its appendant immunities was granted

to Henry Criſpe, Eſquire, whoſe ſon Nicholas Criſpe, held it the ſixth of queen

Elizabeth, and after him James Hales, Eſquire; and he in the thirteenth of that

princeſs alienated it to Freak, in which family, it remained until the beginning of

king James; and then it was conveyed by Sir Thomas Freak, to Sir Thomas Biſhop,

and he in the ſixteenth year of the aboveſaid prince, gave it in marriage with his

daughter Mrs. Jane Biſhop, to Edward Alford, Eſquire; and ſhe in right of that

original ſettlement does now hold this manor.

Paſſire is another manor in Witreſham, which repreſents to us the memory of John

de Palſtre, who was anciently lord of the fee; but before the end of Edward the

third, this family was vaniſhed ; and then the Charles's, a family of generous rank

at Addington, were ſettled in the poſſeſſion, and Richard Charles held it, in the fifth

year of Richard the ſecond, and ſo did Nicholas Charles, who died poſſeſſed of it in

the eleventh year of that prince, Rot. Eſc. Num. 16. And from this family, by

Alice one of the co-heirs, it devolved to William Snath, and he concluding in a

daughter and heir, ſhe by marrying with Watton, brought it to be united to the

patrimony of this family. And here it made its reſidence until the reign of Henry

the fixth ; and then it was paſſed away to Robert Rudſton, Eſquire, who being em

barked in the reign of queen Mary, in the deſign of Sir Thomas Wiatt, although he

did not forfeit his life, yet he did his eſtate, which by the ſpecial indulgence

af that princeſs, was granted back to him, in the ſecond year of her reign, in which

this was involved, which remained with this family until almoſt our time; and then

it was paſſed away to Sir Edward Henden, one of the barons of the exchequer, who

dying not long ſince without iſſue, gave it to his nephew Sir John Henden, father

to Edward Henden, Eſquire, the inſtant lord of the fee.

Owlye is another manor in Witreſham, which anciently was written Ovely, as hav

ing owners of that firname, who ſtayed not here until the beginning of Richard the

ſecond, but were extinguiſhed, and left the poſſeſſion to Ao Odiarne, a family ancient

ly of good note. After whom I cannot (becauſe the private evidences are em

bezzled) diſcover what families were ſucceſſively planted in the poſſeſſion. Only I

find it about the latter end of Henry the eighth, in the poſſeſſion of Mayney of

Biddenden, in whom the intereſt continued, until ſome few years ſince it was alienated

by Sir John Mayney of Linton, knight and baronet, to Peter Ricaut, Eſquire, who

hath lately alienated his right in it to Mr. Menell, of London.

Ebeney was given to the monks of Chriſtchurch in Canterbury, by king Athulfus,

at the particular entreaty and inſtigation of Ceolnoth the archbiſhop, in the year

832, to the reparation of their cloiſter and cathedral. The words regiſtered in the

latin record are theſe, anno Domini 832, Rex Athulfus inſtinčiu Ceolnothi Archiepiſcopi

dedit Ebeneyam ad opus monachorum, liberê ſicut Adiſham. But when the impieties of

the monks, who had cloiſtered up religion itſelf in a lazy cell, grew ſo clamorous,

that they called for vengeance upon their ſeminaries, that ſtorm aroſe in the reign of

Henry the eighth, which by the diſſolution of their convents, expiated their irre

gularities, this manor was ſurrendered to the crown, and the aboveſaid prince, in

the thirty-ſecond year of his government, granted it to Sir Walter Henley ſerjeant

at law, who dying without iſſue-male, his three daughters, namely Elizabeth mar

1:ed to William Waller, Eſquire, Hellen firſt married to Thomas Colepeper, of

Bedgebury, Eſquire; ſecondly to Sir George Somerſet; and thirdly to Thomas

Wane of Burſton, Eſquire ; and Anne married to Richard Covert of Slaugham, as

his co-heirs, entered upon his inheritance, and then this place, upon the diviſion of

his eſtate, increaſed the demean of Richard Covert, Eſquire, from whom by the

devolution of a deſcendant right, the title is now lodged in his ſucceſſor Mr. .

Covert.

Woodrove in Ebeney, acknowledged in elder ages a family for proprietors, known

by the name of Mocking, who had a revenue likewiſe about Milton, Stockbury,

Hartlip and Shepey, of no deſpicable bulk. John Mocking, ſon of William

Mocking, flouriſhed under the ſcepter of Edward the firſt, Edward the ſecond, and

Jheld this manor at his deceaſe, which was in the eleventh year of Edward the third,

J&al. Eſc. Num, 75. And in this family did the poſſeſſion fix, until the reign of

- Henry
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Henry the fourth, and then it began to ebb away from this name, and flow by the

conveyance of ſale into Guldford; and in a very old ſchedule which enumerates

the manors, which related to John Guldford, who lived under the government of

Henry the fourth and Henry the fifth, this is regiſtered in the catalogue; and from

him did it come down to Sir Edward Guldford, whoſe daughter and heir Joan,

brought it to be the patrimony of John Dudley, duke of Northumberland, and he

gave this manor with no ſmall demean at Halden, in dower with Mary his daughter,

married to Sir Henry Sidney, lord deputy of Ireland, and knight of the garter, a

perſon of that value and eminence, that he that would diſcover him repreſented in

his beſt features and proportion, muſt view him in his worthy and ſignal under

takings in Ireland, where he will find him better pourtrayed, than he can be by any

faint or drowſy attributes, that drop from my humble and unequal pen; and from

him did this manor in right of this alliance, deſcend to his grandchild the right

honorable Robert earl of Leiceſter, who not many years ſince paſſed it away to Sir

Edward Hendon, one of the barons of the exchequer, who upon his deceaſe gave it

to his nephew Sir John Hendon of Biddenden, and he not long ſince alienated it to

Mr John Auſtin of Tenterden; from whom it it lately devolved by death, to be

now the poſſeſſion of his ſecond brother Mr. Robert Auſtin, of Hall-place in Bexley.

Brocket is another manor in Ebeney which had poſſeſſors, as appears by ancient

deeds, of that name, who likewiſe were written in evidences Brocket; but whether

the Brockets of Brocket-hall in the county of Hartford, were deſcended from theſe,

or theſe from them, I cannot diſcover; but the greateſt honor which this obſcure

manor hath acquired, is, that ever ſince the reign of Henry the fourth, until the

thirtieth year of Henry the eighth, it acknowledged the noble family of Guldford,

and then it changed its proprietors; for that year it was by John Guldford, Eſquire,

conveyed to Sirj. Hales, baron of the exchequer, from whom it is now come down

to own the propriety of his deſcendant, Sir Edward Hales of Tunſtall, baronet.

The iſland of SHEPEY, comes next to be treated of; it is called by Ptolomie Toliatiº,

in Latin Inſula Ovium, in Saxon Sceapige, all agreeing in their verdićt, that it was ſo

named from its plenty of ſheep. It is environed with the mixed waters of the

Thames and Medway on the weſt, the Swale or Genlade on the ſouth, and the

main ocean beats on the eaſt and north; more celebrated for the fertility of the ſoil,

than ſalurbity of air, which is groſs and thick, cauſing aguiſh infirmities, that keep

long reſidence, when they get poſſeſſion.

- uinborough, or rather originally Kingſborough, as Konigſberg in Pruſſia, is now

corruptly called Quenſborough, acknowledged king Edward the third for the founder,

who (having married Philippa, daughter of William earl of Henault and Holland,

and his occaſions often calling him to paſs into her father's dominion, whoſe aid and

aſſiſtance he required in the great enterpriſe, for the recovery of his undoubted

right to the diadem of France) erected this ſtrong and ſtately fortreſs for defence,

of the mouth of the Thames, and his own ſecure accommodation. And becauſe

the ſituation of this place was unhealthy, he (to allure inhabitants) in the year 1366,

enobled the town with a charter of incorporation, wherein he indulges by grant ample

privileges and immunities unto it, as namely to hold two mercates weekly, one on

the Monday and the other on the Thurſday; and two fairs yearly, one at the feaſt

of St. James, the other on the twenty-fourth of March, and to make choice of bur.

geſſes to ſend to parliament. The principal archite&t and ſurveyor of the work,

was William Wickham, after biſhop of Wincheſter, who had been formerly em

ployed in that kind, at the re-edifying Windſor-caſtle, when his good patron, John

de Vuedal, was conſtable there. This man uſed to inſcribe on the edifices thus

erected, this inſcription, This made //ickham, whereby ſome conceived, he arro

gated to himſelf the coſt and payment of the ſtrućture, and informed the king there

of ; but his ingenious expoſition ſatisfied that prince, when he ſhewed him that by

his inſpection and inſight into thoſe matters, he had obtained both his eccleſiaſtical

and ſecular promotions, being made biſhop of Wincheſter, firſt keeper of the privy

jeal, and then of the king's conſcience, his laſt gradation or aſcent being to be lord

chancellor of England. When king Edward had perfected this caſtle, he inſtituted

a chief governor, who was for the future, to carry the title of conſtable, like as at

Dover-caſtle, and elſewhere. The catalogue of thoſe who ſucceeded in that com

- mand.
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mand, I have ſet down. The care and coſt of king Henry the eighth, in the year

1536 to repair this place, when he erected fortreſſes for defence of the ſea coaſt,

drew this eulogy from the pen of Leland.

Caffrum regius editum recepit

Burgus, fulmina dira, & inſulanos

Tutos ſervat, ab omni, vel omni.

Conſtables of Quinborough Caſtle.

OHN FOXLY, a valiant ſoldier and faithful ſervant to king Edward the third,

was the firſt conſtable of Quinborough caſtle, which office he received the

thirty-ſixth of Edward the third.

5o. Edw. 3. John of Gaunt ... Edw. 4. George, duke of Clarence

8. Rich. 2. Robert de Were 1. Rich. 3. Thomas Wentworth

16. Rich. 2. Arnold Savage of Bobbing-|2. Rich. 3. Chriſtopher Collins

COUlrt 1. Hen. 7. William Cheyney

20. Rich. 2. William Scroop 2. Hen. 8. Sir Francis Cheyney

1. Hen. 4. Sir Hugh Waterton ' ' |3. Hen. 8. Sir Tho. Cheyney of Shurland,

4. Hen. 4. Sir jo. Cornwallis, lord Fan- knight of the garter

hope, knight of the garter |1. Reginae Sir Robert Conſtable

Io. Hen, 4. Thomas Arundel, archbiſhop|Elizab.

- of Canterbury Sir Edward Hobbie

1. Hen. 5. Gilbert Umfreville - Philip, earl of Pembroke

28. Hen. 6. Humfrey Stafford, duke of and Montgomery, baron

Buckingham of Shurland, and knight

1. Edw. 4. john Northwood, Eſquire of the garter.

MINSTER is the next place of account in this iſland, and is contraćted from

the Latin word Monaſterium, from whence this town hath its appellation, and may

challenge the third place amongſt our Engliſh nunneries. For Sexburga, daughter

to Ercombert king of Kent (to whom and the Virgin Mary, the church of this

pariſh is devoted and dedicated) in the year 664, erected a religious houſe at this

place, and liberally endowed it, for the ſuſtentation of veiled virgins. The ſecond

was founded by Eanſwith, daughter of Eadbald king of Kent, at Folkſton. And

the firſt had its inſtitution at Liminge, likewiſe in this county, by Eadburga, and

erected to the honor of the Virgin Mary and St. Mildred. But the antiquity of this

cell, and the ſančtity attributed to it by elder times, could not ſo ſkreen or reſcue it

from the heat of war, but it was thrice ſacked and diſmantled by the barbarous ir

ruptions of the Danes, within leſs then an age, which by uſual account is ſaid to be

thirty years. The firſt misfortune happened to it in the year 832, when thirty

five ſail of them arrived here and rifled it. The ſecond and third time, was in the

year 851, and then again in the year 855, by the armies of them who wintered their

ſhips within this iſland. Beſides theſe depredations the complices of earl Godwin,

and his ſons, in the time of their proſcription and exile, which was in the year 1 off 2,

landed in this iſland, and miſerably harraſſed it, by filling all places with ruin and

devaſtation. Indeed religion when it glitters with a ſplendid and full revenue, is

like the pićtures of the ancient faints, apparelled in rich garments, which ſome have

been enticed to rob, not out of ill will to their ſanctity, but love to their ſhrines,

and beauty of their cloaths ; perſecution and the robes of humility were the attire of

the primitive church, and when ſhe is dreſſed up in gaudy fortunes, it is no more

than ſhe merits; yet ſometimes it occaſions the devil to cheat her of her holineſs;

and impious men, by an unjuſt and injurious ſacrilege, to cheat her of her riches.

But I have digreſſed: I now return into the track of my diſcourſe, and muſt inform

my reader, that although the glory of this cloiſter was ſo bowed down and broken

with theſe misfortunes, that it appeared almoſt ſunk in its own calamities; yet by

the piety of ſubſequent ages, it buoyed up again; but was more eſpecially by the

indulgent charity of king Henry the fourth, who in the firſt year of his reign, con

firmed their old privileges, and to theſe added by patent many new. And in this

* condition
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condition it continued until the general diſſolution or deluge, and then it was by

Henry the eighth, in the twenty-ninth year of his reign granted to Sir Thomas

Cheyney ; and his ſon Henry lord Cheyney, having in the beginning of queen

Elizabeth, exchanged it for other lands with that princeſs; ſhe regranted it

to Sir Edward Hobby, who had married her kinſwoman Margaret, daughter of

Henry lord Hunſdon, and his ſon Sir Edward Hobby, about the middle of king

James, paſſed it away to Mr. Henry Richards, and he upon his deceaſe bequeathed

it to Gabriel Liveſey, Eſquire; and he, almoſt in our remembrance, conveyed it to

Sir John Heyward, who ſettled it upon his two feoffees in truſt, Sir Francis Buller

of Cornwall, and ſerjeant Clerk of Rocheſter, for ſuch charitable uſes, as they

ſhould think proportionate to that conveyance.

The manor of Northwood, is ſituated in this pariſh, which was the inheritance of

jordanus de Scapeia, for ſo he is written in old dateleſs deeds, and he had iſſue Stephen

de Northwood, who was the firſt whom I find in record, to have aſſumed this appel

lation, and he was father to Sir Roger de Northwood, who lies buried in Minſter

church, with an inſcription affixed to his monument, which ſeems by its more mo

dern charaćter, to have been corrupted ; it is this, hic facet Rogerus Northwood,

Miles, ſepultus ante Conqueſium. Indeed his figure is fairly inſculped in braſs, with

that of his lady Bona, lying by him, who was ſiſter and heir of William de Wauton.

The vulgar upon a credulous error every where affirm, that all thoſe who are thus

buried, were entered after the conqueſt; when it is certain that many were entombed

in this poſture, many years before the conqueror, that had obliged themſelves by

vow, to defend the croſs and ſepulchre of our Saviour, againſt the fury and affaults

of infidels. Sure I am, the tomb next to this appears to be far more ancient, and

of ſo venerable a form, that its like doth not occur in any other place; there is not

any letter of inſcription left, only the coat is a ſure teſtimony, that it was one of

the anceſtors of the family of Northwood. But to proceed, John Norwood, one

of this houſe, as the private records of the family teſtify, feaſted Henry the fifth,

at the Red-Lion in Sedingbourne, and the wine amounted upon the whole account

but to 9s. and 9d. wine being then rated but at a penny the pint. William North

wood, another of this name and family, did ſignal ſervice at the battle of Agin

court, and afterwards at the battle of Vernojle, which was managed by John duke

of Bedford, regent of France. He was kinſman of John Northwood, who was the

laſt of this name at this place: for he about the latter end of Edward the fourth,

alienated it to William Warner, Eſquire; whoſe ſon and heir William Warner, a

bout the beginning of Henry the eighth, demiſed it to Sir Thomas Cheyney, and

his ſon Sir Henry lord Cheyney, having exchanged it for other lands with queen

Elizabeth, it remained with the crown, until king James, in the ſecond year of his

reign, granted it to the right honorable Philip Herbert, earl of Montgomery, and

afterwards earl of Pembroke.

Newhall is another little manor in Minſter, which Fulke Peyforer died ſeized of,

in the ninth year of Edward the ſecond ; and from him it devolved by deſcent to

be the patrimony of his great grandchild Fulk Peyforer, and his ſole heir Julian

carried it away to Thomas St. Leger of Ottringden, whoſe two female co-heirs be

ing married to Aucher and Ewias, ſhared his inheritance, and about the reign of

Henry the fifth, paſſed it away by ſale to Cromer, whoſe ſucceſſor William Cromer,

having about the latter end of Henry the eighth, by ſome miſdemeanor, forfeited it

to the crown, it was granted to one Stephen Graine, in which family it remained un

til the beginning of queen Elizabeth, and then it was alienated to Small; from

which name, the ſame viciſſitude not many years ſince carried it off to Luck; who

tranſmitted his right in it to Mr. Henry Newton, who hath lately demiſed it to Mr.

Joſias Gering of London.

Riſhingdon is the laſt place of account, which is circumſcribed within the limits

of Minſter. . It was in the twenty-third year of Edward the firſt, wrapped up in the

patrimony of Savage; for at that time John de Savage obtained a charter of free

warren, to ſeveral of his manors in Kent, in the number of which this is regiſtered

for one; but in the reign of Edward the third, the poſſeſſion was departed from

this family, being purchaſed by Philippa, wife and queen to Edward the third, and

ſettled upon the hoſpital of St. Katharines, near the Tower, in whoſe demean it hath

5 E lain
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lain involved ever ſince. In the fourteenth year of the reign of Richard the ſecond,

John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaſter, the king's uncle, was leſſee to that hoſpital, as

appears, Rot. Eſt. Num. 13. Which I mention to diſcover to the reader, that even

in thoſe times, perſons of the greateſt eminence did not diſdain to be tenants for an

eſtate to an hoſpital.

Eaſt-church is the next place which comes to be conſidered; which though obſcure

in itſelf, yet is made eminent by Shurland, which is a limb of this pariſh, and

anciently did own a noble family which bore that firname; the laſt of which was

Sir Robert de Shurland, who was one of thoſe Kentiſh bannerets, which were made

by king Edward the firſt, at the ſiege of Carlaverock, in the twenty-eighth year of

his reign, and to whom the former prince, as a farther ſymbol or teſtimony of his

merit, granted a charter of free-warren in the twenty-ninth year of his reign, to his

manor of Shurland; not long after which he deceaſed, and lies entombed under an

arch in the ſouth wall, with his portraiture inſculped in a marble, in Minſter

church, whoſe tomb is become the ſcene of much falſhood and popular error; the

vulgar having digged out of his vault, many wild legends and romances, as namely

that he buried a prieſt alive, that he ſwam on his horſe two miles through the ſea to

the king, who was then near this iſland on ſhipboard, to purchaſe his pardon ; and

having obtained it, ſwam back to the ſhore; where being arrived, he cut off the

head of his ſaid horſe becauſe it was affirmed, he had ačted this by magick; and that

riding on hunting a twelvemonth after, his horſe ſtumbled and threw him on the

ſcull of his former horſe, which blow ſo bruiſed him, that from that contuſion he

contračted an inward impoſtumation, of which he died ; and in memory of which,

a horſe's head is placed at his feet; which fictitious ſtory, is rent into the diſunion of

ſo many abſurd circumſtances, that I ſhall repreſent to the reader, the foundation

on which this fabulous narrative was formerly eſtabliſhed, which is no more than

this. Sir Robert de Shurland abovementioned, being lord warden of the cinque

ports, and a man of eminent authority under Edward the firſt, obtained grant of

privilege by charter, to have wreck of ſea upon his lands confining on the ſea ſhore,

near Shurland; now the extent of this royalty is evermore eſteemed to reach as far

into the water, upon a low ebb, as a man can ride in, and touch any thing with the

point of his lance, and ſo you have the explication of this marvel ; and the couch

ing either of whole creatures, or part of them, at the feet of worthy perſonages,

is moſt frequent both now and in elder times ; that theſe inanimate repreſentations

might be the ſymbols or hieroglyphicks, to intimate to poſterity theſe virtues which

were reſident in them when alive. But to proceed, the abovementioned Sir Robert

de Shurland, having improved his reputation with many noble and worthy actions,

left that only to perpetuate his name to poſterity, having no iſſue-male to continue

it; for he left only one daughter and heir, married to William de Cheyney of

Patrickſbourn Cheyney, who was ſon and heir to Sir Alexander de Cheyney, who is

in the inventory or liſt of thoſe knights bannerets, who were ennobled with that

dignity, by Edward the firſt, at the ſiege of Carlaverock, in the twenty-eighth year

of his reign, and in right of this marriage, died poſſeſſed of it in the eighth year of

Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 58. And from him did it come down to his great

grandchild, Sir John Cheyney, who was knight of the garter, and frequently knight

of this ſhire, in ſundry parliaments, under the government of Henry the fourth, in

the firſt year of whoſe reign, as our chronicles inform us, he was ſent embaſſador to

ſeveral foreign princes, to repreſent to them the reaſons or motives which induced

him to aſſume the Engliſh diadem, and in the firſt and ſecond year of that prince,

he was choſen ſpeaker of parliament. Sir William Cheyney, another of this family

of Shurland, was firſt a judge, and ſecondly lord chief juſtice of the King's Bench,

in the reign of Henry the fifth ; but the greateſt honour this manor atchieved, was

when it came to be poſſeſſed by Sir Thomas Cheyney, who was knight of the garter,

lord warden cf the cinque-ports, conſtable of Quinborough caſtle, and one of the

privy council to Henry the eighth, and he had iſiue Sir Henry Cheyney, created

Henry lord Cheyney of Tuddington by queen Elizabeth, who having exchanged this

manor of Shurland with that princeſs, it remained with the patrimony of the crown,

until the ſecond year of king James; and then it was by royal conceſſion from

that prince, made the inheritance of Philip earl of Montgomery, and after of Pein

- broke,
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broke, upon whoſe late deceaſe it is now come to confeſs the ſignory of his ſecond

ſon Mr. James Herbert.

Kingſborough is another manor in this pariſh, whoſe name tacitly intimates to us,

that it was involved formerly in the revenue of the crown, and was the place which

the inhabitants frequented, not only for the holding of a court, for the choice and

clection of the conſtables of the iſland ; but likewiſe here aſſembled to nominate

and appoint thoſe wardens or bailiffs, that were to take cogniſance or charge of the

paſſage called Kingsferry, which divides the iſland, and the main land of the coun

ty ; this manor, after it had for many generations lain folded up in the royal demean,

was by queen Elizabeth, granted to Mr. Henry Cary, who about the beginning of

king James, paſſed it away to Swaleman, whoſe deſcendant is ſtill entituted to the

propriety of it.

Leiſion next offers itſelf up to our view, which was parcel of that eſtate which

acknowledged the noble and ancient family of Grey, of Rotherfield in Suſſex, for its

ancient owners. . The firſt which made this family eminent was John de Grey, who

was frequently ſummoned to fit in parliament as baron, in the reign of Edward the

third, and died poſſeſſed of this manor in the thirty-third year of that prince, Rot.

Eſ. Num, 38. And ſo did Robert Grey his ſucceſſor, in the ſecond year of Henry

the fourth. After his exit, I do not find it long conſtant in the ſignory of this

name ; for about the beginning of Henry the ſixth it was alienated to Lovell; and

by virtue of this purchaſe, Sir William Lovell held it at his death, which was in

the twenty-third year of Henry the fixth. After this family had abandoned the

poſſeſſion, the Cheyneys of Shurland were by purchaſe planted in the inheritance,

and remained ſettled in the fee. fimple of it, until Sir Henry lord Cheyney exchanged

it with queen Elizabeth.

Nuts called ſo vulgarly, but in the ancient court-rolls named Notts, as being the

inheritance of a family called Nott, is a little manor in Leiſdon, which after it had

for many deſcents acknowledged no other proprietors, but this family about the

beginning of Edward the fourth, was rent from them by purchaſe, and tranſplanted

into Bartholomew, a family which were owners anciently of much land about Ling

ſted, Throuley, and other places in that track, and continued maſters of this lord

ſhip, until the reign of Henry the eighth; and then it was conveyed to Sir Thomas

Cheyney ; whoſe ſon Sir Henry Cheyney, about the beginning qf queen Elizabeth,

paſſédit away to Sampſon, a family which had been poſſeſſors of Sampſon-court, not

far diſtant, many hundred years; and were deſcended from William Sampſon, who

was frequently ſummoned to fit in parliament as baron in the reign of Edward the

firſt. From Sampſon it was again in our fathers memory carried off to Oſborne, in

the deſcendants of which family the right is ſtill fixed.

Iſerdon is the laſt place of account in this iſland; it was in times of an elder in .

ſcription involved in the inheritance of Savage of Bobbing, and in the twenty-third

year of Edward the firſt, Sir John de Savage obtained a charter of free-warren to his

manor of Werdon; but before the middle of Edward the third, this family had fur

rendered their intereſt here to Fremingham; for John de Fremingham died ſeized of

it, in the twenty third year of Edward the third; but whether it devolved with other

land by the heir general of Fremingham to Iſley or not, is uncertain, becauſe thoſe

private evidences which relate to this manor, extend no higher then the reign of Ed

ward the fourth ; and then I find the propriety of it in Norton, in which family aſ

ter the poſſeſſion had reſided until our times, it was conveyed to Edmund Tooke of

Dartford, Eſquire, barriſter at law, now proprietor of it.

THANET lies, if not all, yet moſt part of it, circumſcribed within the hundred

of Ringleſlow ; it is ſtiled in Greek by ancient authors Thanatºs, in Latin ſa

metam, and in the Saxon it is curtailed into Thanet, which an old manuſcript which

I have ſeen, deduces from two Saxon words Thane and Yete, which in that lan

guage then implied as much as the lords entrance; but for my particular, I believe

that the Saxons, when, upon the donation of it to them by Vortiger, they firſt en

tered into this iſland, finding that Thanetum was a Latin name impoſed upon it by

the Romans, who had but newly then deſerted the protection of this iſland, new

ſoftned the name by contraćting it, and then quilted it into the alphabet of their
OW In
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own language, and called it Thanet; and that this is probable, I ſhall evince from

circumſtances, punio in Latin ſignifies to puniſh, from whence the Saxons ſtiled that

place by Maidſtone, where they puniſhed malefactors Pinandun Hoath. So Caſtrum

was a name uſed by the Romans to ſignify or expreſs any caſtle or fortreſs, which

the Saxons upon their admiſſion into this iſland, finding it to be impoſed upon all

places of ſtrength and importance, adopted it into their dialect, and from the

word Caffrºm extracted the word Ceaſier. I could inſtance in many other particulars,

but that 1 ſhould both weary my reader, and clog this diſcourſe with ſuperfluities :

I ſhall therefore from the untwiſting the name, deſcend to the deſcription of the

iſland.

Serre, now vulgarly called Sarre, is the firſt place of note which offers itſelf up

to view ; it was ancientiy a pariſh, until perådventure the unhealthineſs of the

ſoil; (for it now confines upon marſhes where formerly giided that gullet of ſea

water, now wholly ſtified with ſand, which made Thanet an iſland, as may plainly

appear by an ancient map, printed by the original, and now extant in the book called

Mongſiictim Anglicanum) or elſe from the inſalubrity of the air, which being polluted

with thoſe black and foggy vapours which aſcend from a looie and foggy earth, very

frequently leave a venomous tincture upon the blood and ſpirits of thoſe inhabitants,

who are ſubject to the impreſſion of ſuch pernicious exhalations, forced thoſe who

dwelt in Serre, to abandon ſo ſickly a habitation ; and ſo the pariſh by degrees, be

gan to languiſh away into that ſolitude, we ſee it is ſhrunk into at preſent. The

church was dedicated to St. Giles, but at preſent lies entombed in ſuch forgotten

ruins, that ſcarce the leaſt remains are viſible. The manor itſelf was one of the

ancient ſeats of the noble family of Crioll. Betram de Crioll augments the regiſter

of thoſe Kentiſh gentlemen, who were with Richard the firſt at the ſiege of Acon in

Paleſtine. Bartholomew de Crioll, another of this name and family, was lieutenant

of Dover-caſtle under the aboveſaid prince. Simon de Crioll was with Edward the

firſt, at his proſperous ſiege of Carlaverock, and for his generous aſſiſtance there,

received the order of knighthood, and from him it came down to Sir William Crioll,

father to Sir John Crioll, who held it in the beginning of Henry the ſixth, as appears,

Pat. 9. Hen. 6. par. prim. memb. 19. And from him was it tranſmitted to his ſon Sir

Thomas Keriell, knight of the garter, a man of that worth and eminence, in that

time he lived in, that I might ſeem ſomething to obſcure his glory, if I ſhould not

repreſent to the reader, ſome of thoſe honorable atchievements, which he performed

in France, the relation of which I have omitted in my deſcription of Stockbury and

Walmer. In the ninth year of Henry the ſixth, he being governor of Gourney in

Normandy, iſſued out of that place, and harraſſed not only that province, but fought

with the earl of Bretaigne, who was ſent to oppoſe his eruptions, and after a ſharp

combat gave him a remarkable diſcomfiture, killing about ſix hundred, and capti

vating two hundred ſoldiers. In the fifteenth of Henry the ſixth, he ſeized upon the

duke of Burgundy’s carriages and cannon, leaving Cretoy (a fortreſs then in poſſeſſion

of the Engliſh, and not long before diſtreſſed by the aboveſaid duke) furniſhed with

vićtuals for ſix hundred men, for the ſpace of a twelvemonth. And laſtly, in the

twenty-ſeventh year of Henry the ſixth, he was ſent over into France, with a ſup

ply of 1500 men to recruit the Engliſh army, where he did as much with ſo ſmall a

quantity of men, as could be expected from human courage, and having reduced

ſome places of ſtrength, he encountered the earl of Clermont at a place called For

migney, where being overlaid with multitudes, after he had given moſt ſignal teſti

mony of his valour, and diſcharged all thoſe duties which might have ſecured and

preſerved the honor of the Engliſh nation, and the glory of the day, by which he

declared himſelf to be not only a prudent man, but an expert commander, he was

defeated. But to proceed ; after the family of Crioll went out from the poſſeſſion of

this place, which was before the latter end of Henry the ſixth, John White, Eſquire,

became lord of the fee, and held it at his death, which was in the ninth year of Edward

the fourth; but after his deceaſe it was not long reſident in this name; for in the

reign of Henry the ſeventh, and Henry the eighth, I find it the inheritance of Bere,

and was fixed in this family, until the beginning of queen Elizabeth ; and then it

was paſſed away by ſale to Ruſh, anceſtor to Sir Francis Ruſh, who not many years

ſince concluding in two daughters and co-heirs, one of them by marrying with Sir

eorge
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George Wentworth, of Wentworth Woodhouſe in Yorkſhire, third brother to Sir

Thomas Wentworth, late earl of Strafford, hath made it his inſtant patrimony.

Downebarton is the next place which occurs, and challenges our ſurvey. There

was a family firnamed Exeter, that had large poſſeſſions at or near this place, and

were planted in the tenure of them many centuries of years; in the fourth year of

Henry the ſixth, Margaret, widow of John Exeter, held land at Downebarton in

right of dower, as appears by an inquiſition taken after her death, which com

mences from that time. But the principal honor this place anciently received, was,

that it was a manor which fell under the ſignory of the archbiſhops of Canterbury,

as is manifeſt by an inquiſition taken in the twenty-firſt of Richard the ſecond, Rot.

Eſ. Num. 7. which repreſents to poſterity what lands and manors Thomas arch

biſhop of Canterbury held at that time; nor did it depart from the revenue of

this ſee, until the twenty-ninth year of Henry the eighth ; and then being ex

changed with the crown by Thomas Cranmer, archbiſhop of Canterbury, it was

granted away to Henry Criſpe, Eſquire; in which family it was fixed until thoſe

times which were circumſcribed within the verge of our fathers remembrance, and

then it was conveyed to Paramour, from which name, not many years ſince, the

viciſſitude of purchaſe carried it away, and hath now made it part of the demean of

Daniel Harvey, of Combe-nevill, in Kingſton upon Thames, Eſquire.

Quekes in Birchington was the ancient ſeat of an ancient family which bore that

ſirname, and it had for many deſcents acknowledged itſelf to have related to that

name; it devolved by paternal deſcent to John Quekes, who about the beginning of

Henry the ſeventh, expired in a daughter and heir who was married to . . . . Criſpe,

extracted from the Criſpes of Oxfordſhire, who had flouriſhed there many gene

rations before, (as appears by an old pedigree, now in the hands of Sir Nicholas

Criſpe of London) under the notion of gentlemen of the beſt rank; nor did this

family wither by being thus tranſplanted, and innoculated upon a foreign ſtem, but

rather did gather new lap and verdure, which made it ſo exceedingly ſprout forth,

that Henry Criſpe, Eſquire, who was ſheriff of Kent in the thirty-eighth of Henry

the eighth, and was afterwards honoured with knighthood, did ſhoot up to that

ower, and grew ſo tall in title, that he was in the diale&t of thoſe times called

Regulus Inſulae, or the governor of the iſle of Thanet ; and from this worthy per

ſon, is Henry Criſpe, Eſquire, heir to Sir Henry Criſpe, not long deceaſed, and

now proprietor of Quekes, originally deſcended.

Wºff-gate in Birchington was wrapped up in that vaſt demean which was entituled

to the poſſeſſion of the noble and powerful family of Leybourn, of Leybourn-caſtle.

William de Leybourn, ſon of Roger de Leybourn, held it at his death, which was in

the third year of Edward the ſecond, Rot. Eſc. Num. 56. and left it to Roger de

Leybourn, from whom, with the reſt of his diffuſed patrimony in this county, it came

to his only daughter and heir Juliana de Leybourn, firſt married to John de Haft

ings, brother or kinſman to Laurence de Haſtings, earl of Pembroke, and then to

William de Clinton, earl of Huntingdon, but ſurvived them both, and dying with

out iſſue in the forty-third year of Edward the third, ſhe made God her heir in this

manor, and gave it to the abby of St. Auguſtins, and in the patrimony of that cloiſter

did the title of this manor lie locked up, until the general diſſolution, in the reign of

Henry the eighth, unlooſened it, and then linked it again by a new augmentation

to the demean of the crown ; and then the aboveſaid prince, in the the thirty-fifth

year of his reign, granted it to Sir Thomas Moile, who not long after paſſed it away

to Bere, a family of good account in this iſland, as being deſcended from Richard

de Bere, who was one of the recognitores magne aſſe for Kent, in the ſecond year of

king John, as appears by the pipe-roll of that time ; and from this name, about the

latter end of queen Elizabeth did it by purchaſe come over to Denne, of Denne

hill, in Kingſton, whoſe ſucceſſor Mr. Thomas Denne of Denne-hill, reader former

ly of the Middle-temple, and recorder of Canterbury, dying lately without iſſue

male, his four daughters (Thomazin married to Sir Nicholas Criſpe, Bridget mar

ried to Sir John Darrell of Calehill, Dorothy married to Mr. Roger Lucan, and

Mary married to Vincent Denne, Eſquire) became his co-heirs, and this upon the

diviſion of his eſtate, augmented the patrimony of Sir Nicholas Criſpe,

- 5 F Dandelion
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Dandelion, in the pariſh of St. John's, was the ſeat of a family in elder times

called Dent-de-lyon, as appears by divers ancient deeds, ſome without date, ſome

as high as Edward the firſt ; but about the government of Henry the fourth, the

name was melted down, and made more ſoft and eaſy, and tranſplanted into Dande

lion, as appears by ſeveral deeds of one John Dandelion, which commence from

that king's reign, and the reign of Henry the fifth, and he had iſſue John Dandelion,

who about the beginning of Edward the fourth, determined in a daughter and heir,

married to Petit of Shalmesford, near Chertham, and lies buried under a fair

marble in St. Johns, with a plate of braſs (if the barbarity of theſe times, have not

raviſhed it away) affixed to it, deſigning the time of his death ; and by a right for

tified and made firm, from this alliance, does this ancient ſeat now acknowledge the

ſignory of Mr. Henry Petit.

Naſh-court, in the pariſh aboveſaid, was anciently the poſſeſſion of the Garwin

tons, of whom I have ſpoken at Bekeſbourn, where was their capital manſion, and

went along with the intereſt of this family, until William Garwinton, the laſt of this

name, dying without iſſue, in the eleventh year of Henry the fourth, bequeathed this

and much other land to Richard Haut, who had married Joan his neareſt kinſwoman

and heir general of the family; and he left it to his ſon Richard Haut, who left

only one daughter called Margery, who was his heir, and ſhe by marrying with

William Iſaack made it parcel of his inheritance; and in memory of this alliance,

the windows of this manſion, are in ſeveral pannels of glaſs adorned with the arms

of Haut and Iſaack, and near them are placed the arms of William Warham, arch

biſhop of Canterbury, impaled with thoſe of his ſee : for of him, and his prede

ceſſors did this manſion hold. After Iſaack was gone out, which was about the

latter end of Henry the eighth, the Lincolnes by purchaſe became lords of the fee,

and held it until the midſt of the reign of queen Elizabeth; and then it was paſſed

away for ſome courtifies obtained by the heir of this family, to Sir Roger Manwood

chief baron of the exchequer; and his ſon Sir Peter Manwood alienated it in our

fathers memory to Cleybrook, from whom it deſcended to his ſon Mr. William

Cleybrook, who upon his deceaſe left it to his widow Mrs. Sarah Cleybrook, re

married to George Somner ſlain at Wye-bridge, in the year 1648, and now laſtly

to Mr. James Newman, and after her deceaſe the reverſion to his kinſman Mr. Alex

ander Northwood and his heirs.

Dene and Hengrove are two manors circumſcribed likewiſe within the precinéts of

St. Johns, and were involved in the ſpreading demean of the powerful family of

Leybourn, as appears by a ſolemn inquiſition taken after the deceaſe of William de

Leybourn, who died poſſeſſed of them in the third year of Edward the ſecond, and

from whom they came to his grandchild, Juliana ſole heir of Roger de Leybourn,

who having no iſſue, in the forty-third year of Edward the third, either by John de

Haſtings, or William de Clinton, earl of Huntingdon, conſtituted the abby of St.

Auguſtins, her heir to both theſe places, (a more certain inheritor than any looſe

unthrift in the devout eſtimate of thoſe times) with this clauſe annexed, that the

brotherhood of that convent, ſhould pray for the ſouls of John de Haſtings, Lau

jence de Haſtings, earl of Pembroke, John de Haſtings, his ſon, and laſtly for

that of William de Clinton, earl of Huntingdon; which grant of hers was con

firmed (as appears by Thorne the chronicler of St. Auguſtins, lately printed) by Ed

ward the third, in the year 1363, and it is probable that thoſe two chapels, which

the fabulous tradition of the iſland is, were erected at the two above ſaid places, by

two virgins, were built by the beforementioned Juliana, for two chauntry prieſts,

to celebrate maſs for the ſouls of her two deceaſed huſbands. But to proceed; upon

the ſuppreſſion of the abby of St. Auguſtins, by Henry the eighth, theſe two

manors being united to the demean of the crown, the fee-ſimple was lodged in the

royal patrimony, until king James in the beginning of his reign, granted them to

Mr. William Salter, who demiſed them to Mr. Manaſſer Norwood, whoſe grand

child Mr. Alexander Norwood, for ought I know, is yet the proprietor of them.

Salmeſton is the laſt place of account in St. Johns, and did belong, as appears by a

quo warranto, cited at large in the late printed chronicle of Thorne, to the abby of

St.Auguſtins, in the year1362, and remained treaſured up in the demean of that con

vent, until its final ſuppreſſion, in the reign of Henry the eighth, and then being rent

away
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away from the church, it was by a new ſettlement enſtated again upon the church,

being granted by the aboveſaid prince, in the twenty-ninth of his rule, unto Thomas

archbiſhop of Canterbury, and is at preſent held in leaſe for life, by the lady Mary

St. Leger, widow of Warham St. Leger, who had it in exchange when he paſſed

away the manors of Berſted and Leeds caſtle, to Sir Thomas Colepeper of Holling

bourne.

Fleet is a place of account which is ſituated partly in the pariſh of St. Johns, and

partly in St. Peters, and was the inheritance, in ages of a very high extraction, of a

family who were written in Latin records de Fleta, and were planted here, as ap

pears by their dateleſs deeds, about the reign either of king John, or Henry the

third. And when in times of a more modern inſcription, they began to ſeal with

coats of arms, appendant to private muniments and evidences, I find the paternal

coat of this family, to have been cheque” . . . . . upon a canton, a lion rampant . . . . . .

which ſtill lies regiſtered in all old ordinaries and alphabets of arms, and other

ancient rolls and records of the Kentiſh gentry; but as all families have their eb

bings and viciſſitudes, ſo had this ; for in our fathers memory, one of this family

expired in a daughter and heir, who was married to Philipott; and in our memory

another of this name concluded in two females, married to Smith and Pomflet, and

ſo the ancient patrimony of Fleet, being thus crumbled into parcels, is now divided

between theſe three families.

Dame-court is another ſeat of good antiquity, and is placed likewiſe in St. Peters ,

it afforded both ſeat and firname to a family called Dane, who bore for their coat

armour gules four flower de lis, cr. But the cuſtom of gavelkind having ſplit this

family into two branches, and conſequently rent the eſtate into two parcels, one of

theſe branches withered away, before the end of Henry the fourth, and went out in

a daughter and heir called Margaret, married to John Exeter, and ſhe by paternal

right held ſome lands here at Dane-court, at her deceaſe, which was in the fourth

year of Henry the ſixth. But the other branch of this family, flouriſhed ſomething

longer; for about the latter end of Henry the ſixth, John Dane, the laſt of this

family at this place, determined in a ſole daughter and heir, who was married to

Denne of Den-hill, who had in her right Dane-court, but poſſeſſed not long his new

acquiſitions, for about the latter end of Edward the fourth, I find it the Norwoods;

from whom in the channel of ſucceſſive intereſt the title flowed down to Mr. Alex

ander Northwood, who hath lately alienated all his concern in it to Mr. . . . . Smith.

Ellington is an ancient ſeat in the pariſh of St. Lawrence, which was the reſidence

many ages ſince, of a family called Ellington, ſome of which lay buried under very

ancient graveſtones, in this church of St. Lawrence, with inſcriptions too upon them,

as Mr. Sprackling not long ſince deceaſed informed me; but the injuries of time and

barbarous hands, have now ſo violated thoſe remembrances, that even the memory

of this family, were it not for private evidences which ſtill preſerve life in it, would

have found a tomb in oblivion, as well as their aſhes ; but to proceed, after this

family had been fixed here for many deſcents, about the latter end of Edward the

fourth, it vaniſhed away from this place, being ſucceeded in the poſſeſſion by

Thatcher, a family of high antiquity, as to the name, both here in Thanet, and

at Canterbury. For in the crown office, I diſcover, as the record is cited by Mr.

Somner in his ſurvey of that city, page 77, that a diſaſtrous accident brought an un

timely fate to one of this name; for Simon the ſon of Adam de Colynham, and

Henry the ſon of Henry Thetcher, in the ſeventeenth year of king Edward, ſon of

Edward the king, that is (Edward the ſecond, ſon of Edward the firſt) were fitting

in a place beneath the ground, at Monkſdane, near Canterbury, and were preparing

of lime ſtones, quos per infortunium terra ſºpºrcidit, ita quëd corpora eorum conquaſabantur,

unde morielantur incontinenter, ſays the Latin roll ; that is, the earth ſunk in upon

them, and cruſhed them into the diſorders of an early ſepulchre. But to return, af.

this ſeat had reſted in this name, until the beginning of queen Elizabeth ; it was

paſſed away to Spracklin, and remains part of the demean of Mr. . . . . Spracklin,

fellow of Peterhouſe in Cambridge at this inſtant.

Manſion is another ancient ſeat in St. Laurence, which was the inheritance of

Manſton for many generations. Richard de Manſton, as I find by the bundles of

uncertain
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ºuncertain years, kept in the pipe office, was one of the recognitores magne aſſe in

the time of king John ; from whence we may conječture, that even in thoſe times of

ſo high an aſcent, this family was under no narrow or contemptible charaćter or re

ute. In latter times, that is, in the fourteenth year of Henry the fixth, I find

William Manſton was ſheriff of Kent, and held his ſhrievalty, at this place ; and he

had iſſue Nicholas Manſton, who married with Eleanor, only daughter of Edmund

Haut, Eſquire, and had iſſue Julian his ſole heir, who was married to Thomas St.

Nicholas of Thorn, in the pariſh of Minſter in Thanet, which ſeat accrued to his

grandfather, by the heir of Sir John Goſhall. This Thomas St. Nicholas died in

the year 1474, and by his laſt will recorded in the prerogative at Canterbury, he diſ.

poſes his body to be buried before the image of St. Nicholas, in the chancel of

Thorn at Minſter, and Roger St. Nicholas was his ſon and heir, who determined in

a daughter and heir called Elizabeth, married to John Dyniey of Worceſterſhire;

whoſe ſucceſſor, about the latter end of queen Elizabeth, conveyed his right in

Manſton, Powcies, (which likewiſe was annexed to the revenue of St. Nicholas by

the heir of Goſhall) and Thorne in Minſter, to Sir John Roper, afterwards created

baron of Tenham, by king James, whoſe great grandchild, the lord Chriſtopher

Roper, does ſtill enjoy Manſton and Thorne, but Powcies is lately paſſed away by

ſale to Edward Monings, of Walderſhare, baronet. .

Upper-court is a third place in St. Laurence, which may exact our notice, becauſe

it augmented the demean for many generations, of the illuſtrious family of Crioll,

of whom I have ſpoken before in Sarre, and remained parcel of their inheritance,

until the latter end of Henry the ſixth ; and then it was paſſed away by Sir Thomas

Crioll, to John White, Eſquire, and he died poſſeſſed of it in the ninth year of Ed

ward the fourth; but before the latter end of Henry the ſeventh, the poſſeſſion of

this place had deſerted this name, and was caſt by ſale into the revenue of Bere, and

was conſtant to their ſignory, until almoſt the times which bordered upon our fathers

remembrance, and then it was by ſale conveyed to Johnſon, in which family it is at

this inſtant reſident.

Nether-court is the laſt ſeat in St. Laurence, which calls for our remembrance; it

was in times of an elder inſcription wrapt up in the inheritance of the ancient and

knightly family of Goſhall, of Goſhall in Aſh, and continued in their poſſeſſion until

the reign of Henry the fourth, and then this family going out in a daughter and

heir, ſhe by eſpouſing St. Nicholas, made it come to acknowledge the ſignory of

that family, and was permanent in their name, until the latter end of Henry the

feventh, and then a viciſſitude proportionate to the former, made it parcel of the

demean of John Dynley, of the county of Worceſter, Eſquire, who married with

Elizabeth, ſole heir to Roger St. Nicholas, and remained united to their intereſt until

the beginning of the reign of queen Elizabeth, and then the right this family held

in it, was by ſale tranſplanted into Maycott; from whom, not long after, the ſame

devolution brought it to Lucas, where after ſome ſmall abode, the title diſcarded

that name, and came by purchaſe to own John Anthony for proprietor; and he in

our fathers memory paſſed it away to Mr. . . . . Johnſon, in whoſe deſcendants the

juriſdićtion and poſſeſſion of this manſion remains ſtill concentered.

Minſter is an eminent manor which anciently belonged to the abby of St. Au

guſtins, being fenced in, and inveſted with ſeveral franchiſes, and ſignal immuni

ties; and when king Canutus tranſlated the body of St. Mildred to Canterbury, and

depoſited it in a peculiar ſhrine in the chapel of St. Auguſtin's abby, a draught of

which is repreſented to the readers view, in Somners ſurvey of Canterbury, this

manor with all thoſe appendages (which like ſo many limbs, made up the body of

that demean, which ſupported the cloiſter of St. Mildred, as namely the manors

of St. Johns, St. Peters, and St. Laurence) was tranſlated by that prince likewiſe,

and united by his confirmation, to the abby of St. Auguſtins. But how both Minſter

and thoſe other manors aboveſaid, came originally to be the eccleſiaſtical patrimony,

ſhall be now my taſk to diſcover. -

Egbert or Egbright, the third chriſtan king of Kent, after Ethelbert had by a

tacit conſent or connivance, permitted one Thunner, to paddle in the blood of his two

kinſmen ; or, as William of Malmeſbury will have it, his brothers called Ethelbert

and Etheldred, perſons of a Pregnant hope (who like two early ſtars, as ſoon as they

began
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began to glitter and ſhine, fell ſuddenly into umbrage, and were hid and eclipſed,

with their ruins ;) he to aſſoil his hands from thoſe ſtains, this murder might ſeem

to have beſpattered them with, and to make ſome recompence or expiation for ſo

barbarous and clandeſtine an aſſaſſination, made an Herodian-oath, that he would

give Domneva, mother of theſe ſlaughtered innocents, whatſoever, ſhe would de

mand of him ; and ſhe, biaſed and warped by the advice of the monkiſh counſellors

of thoſe times, aſked of him as much ground to endow an abby with, as a tame

deer, which ſhe had nouriſhed, could run over at a breath; to which the king had

immediately conſented had not one Timor oppoſed their deſign, ſaying, it was too

great a boon for her to aſk, or for him to grant, upon which the earth opened, (ſiys

Thorne, the fabulous chronicler of St: Auguſtins) and ſwallowed him up, and be

came both his grave and executioner; and the place where he ſunk in, was (as the

aboveſaid author aſſerts) until the reign of Richard the ſecond, which was the time

he lived in, called Timors-leap Well. The king amazed with this ſtupendious ac

cident, aſſented to her demand, and the deer being let looſe ran forty-eight plough

lands over, before it deſiſted.

And thus Domneva, by the aid and concurrence of the king, erected within the

precinéts of Minſter, a monaſtery for veiled nuns, over which ſhe conſtituted Mil

dred the firſt abbeſs, who was daughter to Wolfehere king of Mercia; and ſhe ga

thered to her aſſiſtance an aſſembly of ſeventy virgins, who being deſirous to re

nounce the world, were here veiled for nuns, by Theodorus then archbiſhop of

Canterbury. And it ſeems this Mildred was a virgin of that auſtere, regular, and

inculpable life, in the vogue and verdict of thoſe cloudy times, that her name is

regiſtered in the calender of Engliſh ſaints, and had that title attributed to her, both

whilſt her body lay at Minſter, and after its tranſlation to St. Auſtins. He that

will ſurvey the bed-roll of her miracles recorded at large (one of which was, that

when the Danes in the reign of king Etheldred, harraſſed this iſland, and put this

cloiſter at Minſter into a heap of flame and ruins, her body remained entire, amidſt

the embraces and ſcorchings of that devouring and ravenous element) let him read

Thorne lately printed, and the book called Nova Legenda Angliae ; and when he

hath done, he will find that wiſe men will laugh, not in applauſe, but in contempt

of ſuch religious romances. But I return to Minſter, which, as I ſaid before, being

tranſplanted into the patrimony of St. Auguſtins by Canutus Hugh, the abbot of

that cloiſter, to reſcue this town from that decay which menaced it, upon the re

moval of the body of St. Mildred, in the year 11 16, obtained from Henry the firſt,

a charter to hold a market weekly at his manor of Minſter, which by diſuſe and in.

termiſſion, ſhrunk into neglect and oblivion ; but the greateſt blow which was given

to it, was the final ſuppreſſion of the aboveſaid abby; and then it was rent from

that convent, and came to own the ſignory of the crown, and was lodged in its re

venue, until the ninth year of king James, and then it was with the appendant

manors of St. Johns, St. Peters, and St. Laurence, granted to Sir Philip Cary, and

John Williams, Eſquire, whoſe ſons and heirs Sir John Williams, and John Cary,

Eſquire, do now divide the inheritance of it. -

Sheriff-court, in this pariſh (but more anciently ſtiled in old records Sheriff-hope)

was the poſſeſſion of Reginald de Cornhill, who had the cuſtody of this county ſo

long, that it was almoſt hereditary to him ; ſo that he loſt his own name, and aſ

fumed that of le Sheriff; from whence this place borrowed the appellation of Sheriffs

hope; but this could not ſo fence-in the title or chain the poſſeſſion to this family,

but that about the beginning of Edward the third, it came to confeſs the Corbies for

proprietors ; and Robert de Corbie held it at his death, which was in the thirty

ninth of Edward the third, Rot. Eſc. Num. 9, and had iſſue Robert Corbie, in

whom the male line was wound up, ſo that Joan his daughter and heir, by marrying

with Sir Nicholas Wotton, twice lord mayor of London, annexed it to the demean

of that family, and from him did the title by an unintercepted current of deſcent,

glide down to Thomas lord Wotton, who ſettled it in marriage upon his eldeſt

daughter Katharine Wotton, married to the lord Henry Stanhop; and ſhe, not

many years ſince, conveyed it by ſale to Mr. Henry Paramour, lately deceaſed,

brother to Mr. Thomas Paramour, now lord of the fee.

5 G Monkton
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Monkton is a manor, that almoſt from the firſt infancy of chriſtianity in this iſland,

was wrapped up in that demean, which was under the fignory of the monks of

_Chriſt.church in Canterbury, and, as the book of Chriſt-church informs me, was

given to that church by Ediva or Edgiva, mother of Edmund, and Eadred or Edred,

both kings, in the year 961. And if you will ſee how it was rated in the conquerors

time, the pages of Doomſday-book will inform you. Monkton (ſays that regiſter)

eft makerin monachorum ſanči.e Trinitatis (that is Chriſtchurch) & eſt de cibo eorum, &

in tempore Edwardi Regis, ſe defendebat pro XX ſullingis, & nunc ſe defendebat pro X

& VIII, & ºff appretiatum XIIb. This upon the ſurrender of the patrimony of

Chriſt-church by the monks of that cloiſter, into the hands of Henry the eighth, in

the twenty ninth year of his reign, was by him not long after, enſtated on his new

erected dean and chapter of Chriſt-church, and continued until theſe times, annexed

to their revenue.

Monkton had liberty to keep a market weekly, which was obtained by grant from

Henry the ſixth, in the ſeventeenth year of his rule, by John Saliſbury then prior of

Chriſt-church.

Stomar is the laſt place to be taken notice of in this iſland, and although it be a

pariſh now without inhabitants, and a member of the cinque-ports belonging to

Sandwich, and hath not enough left of its former buildings, to direct you to its ori

ginal ſituation; yet was it formerly a haven-town, and had a fair held there yearly

five days together, before the feaſt of the tranſlation of St. Auſtin, which was granted

to this place in the year I 104. In the reign of William Rufus, about the year io90,

there aroſe a ſuit in law, between the Londoners and the abbot of St. Auguſtins, (to

whom this manor was given, with the reſidue of that revenue, which belonged to

the nunnery at Minſter by king Canutus, upon the tranſlation of the body of St.

Mildred to that cloiſter) as touching the right of the haven of Stonar, wherein by

the favourable aid of the prince, the citizens (as Spot, chronicler to that abby, re

ports) had the overthrow. But the utter ruin and ſubverſion of the town, happened

in the year 1385, about the ninth of Richard the ſecond, at which time the French

with 18 ſail of gallies, deſigning to infeſt the maritime parts of Kent, landed and

laid this town of Stonar in aſhes, which ever ſince hath found a ſepulchre in its

own rubbiſh, and accuſes the bad government of Sir Simon de Burley, the then

lord warden of the cinque ports, and conſtable of Dover-caſtle, as chief author there

of. For when his demands were utterly refuſed and denied, and not ſuffered to

have the ineſtimable ornaments and riches of St. Thomas Becket’s ſhrine, and the

jewels of St. Auguſtins removed to Dover caſtle, upon pretence of ſafe keeping them

there, then he grew ſlack and remiſs in ſecuring the ſea-coaſt, and iſle of Thanet,

ſo that when the abbot of St. Auguſtins had raiſed a conſiderable ſtrength of his

tenants about Northburn, and, bending towards the iſland, endeavoured to have

paſſed over at Sandwich, Sir Simon de Burley would not permit him, ſo that he

was conſtrained by a long and tedious march all night, to go about by Fordwich

and Sturrey into the iſland, and made ſuch vigorous reſiſtance, that the enemies fled

to their gallies, without doing any farther prejudice to the iſlanders. Then Sir Simon

procures the king to ſend out his mandate under the great ſeal of England, requiring

all that had lands, or belonged to Sandwich, to be commorant there, and to find

competent arms, according to the quality of their eſtates and faculties, upon pain of

impriſonment, and forfeiture of all they had to loſe ; and ſends in the king's name

to the abbot to remove with his forces from Thanet, to the guard of Sandwich, as

a place of more importance ; but the abbot (ſaith Thorne that continued the

chronicle of Spot) neither aſtoniſhed with the power of the enemy, nor ſeduced with

the inticements, or terrified with the menaces of the traitor Burley, remained in the

iſland to defend his own and his tenants poſſeſſions. After this, there is nothing ob

ſervable at this place, until the ſuppreſſion of the abby of St. Auſtins, and the re

ſignation of its revenue, into the hands of Henry the eighth, when this manor with

the reſt of their demean, having improved the patrimony of the crown, it was in

the fourth and fifth of Philip and Mary, granted to Nicholas Criſpe, Eſquire, from

tºº. it is now deſcended to Mr. Nicholas Criſpe his ſucceſſor, the inſtant lord of
the ICC.

There

.
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There was in elder times a guard aſſigned for the ſecurity of the paſſage between

Sandwich and Stonar; for I find that Edward the ſecond granted William Turke for

life in the ſeventh year of his reign, the paſſage between Stonar and Sandwich, and

the perquiſites and emoluments emergent from it; which grant was in the eighteenth

year of that prince, renewed by parent, and inveſted for life, with all its adherences,

in Ralph St. Laurence of the iſle of Thanet. And then again in the thirteenth year of

Edward the third, I find that prince grants John Giboun, marmorario ſuo, (thoſe are

the words in the Latin record, but what they import in Engliſh, I confeſs I am ig

norant of) the profits of the paſſage between Sandwich and Stonar, for the defence

and protećtion of it.

I ſhall wind up this diſcourſe, with informing the reader, that the chiefeſt ſcenes

both of war and peace, have laid in or near this iſland. Rutupis or Richborough

on the oppoſite ſhore, was an eminent fortreſs of the Romans, and the firſt preſidiary

ſtation that antiquity repreſents them to have erected within Britain. When Hengiſt

arrived with his Saxons, to ſupport the harraſſed and afflićted Britons, againſt the

eruptions of the Pićts, he firſt landed in this iſland, and when his forces were broken

by Vortimer at the battle of Alresford, he made Thanet his retreat and ſhelter;

when Auſtin the monk arrived here in England with the light of truth, to diſpel the

miſts of paganiſm and infidelity, and diſſeminate the chriſtian religion amongſt the

Saxons, he found his firſt reception in this iſland. How often the Danes made

Thanet a winter ſtation for their natives, when they made their barbarous impreſſions

on the maritime coaſts of this nation, I think our chronicles do ſufficiently inform

us. And laſtly, when Lewis the Dauphin was called in by the mutinous Engliſh

barons, to aſſert their quarrel with additional ſupplies againſt king John, he laid

the firſt ſcene of that war in this iſland, which he afterwards ſcattered on the face of

this unhappy nation. -
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The ETYMoLogY, DERIvaTION, and DEFINITION,

of all the Hundreds and Pariſhes mentioned in the HISTORY

of K E W 7, as they are derived from ſome Saxon Radix.

LACKHEATH is from a Saxon

radix. Bleach is turned into Bleke,

which ſuits with the high open and

cold ſituation of the heath, which

gives name to the hundred.

Bromley in old Engliſh from Brome and

Leah, which is paſture, now called Ley,

and is the ſame with Bromefield.

Leſnes, at preſent called Lezen, denoteth

meadow-paſture in old Engliſh.

Axtane ſuitable to the nature of ſoil, full

of looſe ſtones, which yet is covered

with oaks, Ake in Saxon being an oak.

Rookeſley, in old Engliſh, a paſture in

which rooks do breed, as here they do

frequently.

Codſheath, that is, the heath on the hang

ing hill, commonly called Godſheath.

Weſterham, that is, the town ſtanding in

the weſtern limits of the ſhire.

Somerden, that is, the fruitful green hill

in the valley.

Hoo, and ſometimes written How, is of

Saxon derivation from their word Hou

gen, which ſignifieth high, and ſorteth

well with the ſituation of this hundred

that is mounted aloft, and proudlyover

looketh both the rivers of Thames and

Medway.

Shamell, written in Saxon, Scamell, is dedu

ced from Schamell, in Saxon a ſtool, and

it is poſſible there was much fiſh and

fleſh expoſed here to ſale on ſuch ſeats.

Tolling trough, written in Doomſday Book,

Toltentreu, derived from the Saxon word

Tealtream to totter, and Treow a tree; the

many hills and vallies in this hundred

making it ſeem as if the trees tottered.

Chetham, in old Engliſh written Cettebam,

the dwelling, placed on a riſing hill.

JWrotham, that is Wortham, ſo named from

the plenty of worts, that is, wholſome

herbs and plants growing there.

Larkfield in Saxon written Learchenfeud

that is, the Archersfield.

Twyford, from the ſituation within the

two rivers that nearly inſulate the whole

hundred.

Watchlingſtone, that is, from the plenty of

whetſtone digged in this hundred.

Brenchley, that is, paſtures full of well

branched hedge-rows in old writing

called Branchºſley.

*

Marden in old time written Mireden ; it

deſerved well that name, for it ſtands

in a myry dirty den.

Eyhorne, formerly written Heihorne, and

ſignifies the turning of water.

Maidſton, in the Romans time was called

in the Notitia, Medio vagum, in the

Saxons Medwegſon, from the river ſup

poſed to run through the midſt of the

province.

Milton, truely Midleton (ſo the Saxons

rendered it, and truly too) becauſe it

lieth towards the midſt of the county

as it runs in longitude.

Tenham written anciently Teimham that is,

the town within the incloſure; from

Tein, Septum ; & Ham, Vicus ſeu Oppi

dum.

Feverſham, as unhealthy as Tenham, carries

the very tokens of it in the name.

Boughton hath the radix of the woodineſs

of the down or hill under which it

ſtandeth ; and this definition may ſuf

fice for all other of this name elſewhere

in Kent. -

Felborough gives name to an hundred; but

where the place is cannot I yet diſcover;

near to Chilham it muſt be, and if I

ſhould ſhewyoumy conceitof the place,

you might haply deſcant as much on

me, as I do on it. Yet in regard the

barrow orgrave where Julius Laberius,

fieldmarſhall to Julius Cæſar, is yet re

maining in view there, it were no great

torture to fetch it from thence; for Bar

row is uſed for a grave or little hill

where burials have been.

Chart-magna was anciently granted by a

Saxon king to Chriſt-church in Can

terbury; and as we call places held by

ſuch deviſe, Botland ; ſo came this to

be called Chart, and Cert in Saxon.

Wye, ſo named from the water ſpringing

there and falling into Stour, a greater

r1 VCr.

Bircholt, that is, the birchen wood, Holt

is the Saxon word for wood.

Calebill written Ceale hill from its naked

and bleak ſituation ; Ceale in Saxon

ſignifying Callow.

Aſhford, originally Eſhetisford, in plying

the great plenty of aſhen trees growing

about the ford. .

5 H Blackbornt
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Blackhorne is of as eaſy definition as Black

water, the colourof that element giveth

addition to both.

Tenterden, ſee more of it in the pariſhes.

Berkley, that is, the paſture planted with

trees yielding bark for tan, Teutonicks

or Saxons call a tanner barker.

Branebroke ſo called from the frequent re

fort of cranes to the brook there.

Rolvinden the valley which rowls in and

Out.

Selbrittonden, that is, the Britons woody

den

Eaſt and Iſºft Bernfield may either ſeem to

be derived from Barren, which in Eng.

ſignifies likewiſe barren, contraćted into

Bern; or elſe from Beorm, which in Saxon

ſignifies a nobleman; and it is poſſible

the cuſtody of theſe two hundreds was

committed to one of that rank.

Newynden, that is, the new town in the

den. It being riſen forth of the aſhes

of Anderida a Roman city thereby

called by the Saxons Andredſwald. '

Ringºſloe corruptly for King'ſloe the Kings

hill.

Blenegate, that is, the way to the blene or

common of herbage.

Wheteſtable, that is aſtedfaſtplaceforwheat,

Weſtgate, that is the Weſt gate of the city

of Canterbury.

Powmhamford, that is, a ham upon a de

ſcent of an hill by a ford.

Preſton, that is the prieſt town.

Bridge, that is, the town where there is a

bridge. -

Kinghamford, that is, now called Kingſton,

near Berham down that belonged to the

king, and all about it to the archbiſhop

and church.

Sea. Salter from its ſituation on the ſalt ſea.

Wingham from its poſition between two

rivulets that incompaſs the eaſtern part

of it like wings.

Corniloe, that is, the corney hill, loe, that

is, Cumulus.

Bewſhorough, now called Bewfield, and

Whitfield, from the French word Beau

for white and fair.

Longport, that is, Long Town by Canter

bury toward Sandwich.

Folkeſtone, that is, a town populous and

full of folk, ſo was this, for in it there

were four churches, a monaſtery, and

ſome out-chapels.

Lovingboroe, however different in ortho

graphy, this name be now from Ly

minge it muſt be foundthere or no where

elſe. And becauſe opinion without proof

is but diſcourſe and deſcant ; harken

to the cvidence at Lyminge, which Ed

merus a monk of Chriſt church in

Canterbury calls Lovingborough and the

records of that church. Nonneſborough

was the firſt houſe of veiled virgins in

England called Nuns; and though

the name of Lyminge was forlet and for

lorn, and Nuneborough paſſed currant;

and in ſhort ſpace, one liquid being

changed into another, N. into L. Lone

burgh and that by a ſecond mutation in

Lovingborough you have the diſquiſition

and true reſult.

Stowling ſo called from ſome old fortreſſes

and Roman rampers there.

Heane in Britiſh ſignifieth old.

Bircholt franchiſe or barony is by that ad

dition known from a former hundred,

where the name is etymologized.

Street, that is, a place where the Romans

Praetorian way lay from Lyme to Cant.

now called Songſtreets, began; in place

of which we call the via regia.

Worth ſignifies a place made ſtrong and

teneable by fortifying.

Ham, that is, home, Capitale Meſſuagium.

Langport ut ante.

St. Martine, a place of account heretofore

by Romney. "

New Church, that is of later foundation.

Aloe bridgewritten anciently Alulphs bridge,

that is, the bridge of Alulphus, ſome

Saxon.

Oxney the oxens water.

Ackridg, that is, the ridge of oaks which

in old Engliſh are called akes.

Addeſham from theoldEngliſh aud, that is,

the old ham, and ſo is this in records.

Addington of like radix; only ham implies

an open place, as tomanincloſed one, from

timan the Saxon word to hedge&environ.

Alkham written Healkham, the town in a

corner, from Healk, in Saxon a corner.

Allington is derived from the river Aigle,

contraćted in Ayl.

Aldington, here antiquity gives the name;

for Aud we ſay Ald, and now call it

Allington.

Allhallows, from the churches dedication

which ſome call All Saints; but the

firſt is in the hundred of Hoo, the ſecond

in Shepey.

Apuldore, written in Saxon records Apul

dre, that is, the town fruitful in apples.

Aſh from that kind of tree.

Aſhhurſt, a wood of aſhes -

Aylesford, from the Ayl river ſo called after

paſt Maidſtone which imparteth its name

to Aynesford, originally written Angles

ford, the Engliſhmens ford.

Badeleſmere, that is in old Engliſh the cir

cuit of bad unfertile paſture.

Badchild
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Bädchild, written in Saxon Bekenceld, the

chill or unhealthy water.

Bapchild, in Saxon Beckchill, the unhealthy

chill water, a ſmall ſtream they called a

beck, and chill implieth cold and aguiſh.

Berfreifton, the friers court-town.

Bereham, derived from Bere, a court, and

Ham, a village. -

Barming, woody paſture, or rather Berme

ing, the moiſt paſture, berme importing

noiſture.

Beekſbourne, for diſtinétion from the other

Bornes, taking its name from the family

of Beke that held part, and ſometime

called Livingebourn from archbiſhop

Livinus, that built a palace here for

himſelf and his ſucceſſors.

Beaufield, from the fair open proſpect

which it hath to ſea and land.

Bekenham, from the beke or ſmall ſtream

there.

Belſington, the fair proſpe&t, or rather the

town by the watry paſture, from Elye

in Saxon importing watry.

Bénenden from theSaxon word Binan, with

in or two-fold. The pariſh hath ſeveral

dens in it.

Betherſden, written anciently Beatrixden,

that is, Beatrix's valley

Betſhanger, originally Vital/hanger, from

onek italis owner of it near the conqueſt;

hanger,becauſe ſeatedon thehanging hill.

Bereſted I find it near the conqueſt to be

of the poſſeſſion of the Crevequers of

Leeds and I might deduce it from Bury

or Bere, old Engliſh for the lords court

or dwelling, and then it ſignifies the

place where the court is, as Berewick is

the way to the court; if you conſider

the ſoil, you may call it Barren Sted.

Bexley, contracted from Bekeſley, beke fig

nifies a ſtream, and ley paſture.

Bicnor, and Bickmore, from becn and mor;

becm ſignifies a ſign or ſymboll, and nor

the north, from whence the Saxon word

peacman to beckon or give ſome ſign.

Becn ſignum ſeu ſymbolum becuman ſignum

dare.

Bidborough, that is, by the borough of Tun

bridge, called Southborough, the Saxon

th being turned into d.

Biddenden, in old Engliſh Bithanden, by

the Dens, for ſo is the ſituation of it

in the weld of Kent.

Birchington, the town wherethe birchgrew.

Berling, that is, the court lying on the

paſture

Biſhopborne, the borne belonging to the

archbiſhop of Canterbury.

Blackmanſtone, written Bleachmanſtone, that

is, man's bleak town.

Bobbing, it is probable is deduced from an

old Dutch word called boban, which

ſignifies to extend or ſtretch itſelf out,

and ing a meadow.

Boćion, that is, the town held by book or

charter. (Boughton and Malherbe) ill

paſturage.

Boćion (that is, Boughton) Alouph from

Alulphus, a Saxon owner of it.

Bonnington, the town bounded with the

lands, from the Saxon word bonna in

porting the bound.

Borden, from the breed of wild boars on

the cheſnut hills thereby.

Burham, the ham by or in the borough.

Burmarſh, written anciently Burghmerſh the

marſh by the borough.

Borefield, the boars field.

Boughton Montchenſy, from Montchenſºy,

the old lord of Swanſcomb was lord of

this place alſo.

Boxley, that is, the paſtures full of box

treeS.

Brabourne, from Bradebourne, Eaſt and

Weſt, the broad bourne. -

Bradhurſt, that is, the broad wood.

Bradſted, vel locus latus.

Bredgare, the broad way.

Brenſet, from the brakiſh and briniſh water.

Brooke, from its being ſeated near ſome

brook. -

Brookeland, that is, land by the brook or

water courſe.

Bromefield where the fields are troubled

with broom.

Buckland, that is, Bockland; Boc is a book

or charter by which land was granted.

Canterbury, witten Canterberg. The Ken

tiſh-men's berg or fortreſs.

Capell, that is, de Capello.

Chartham, that is, thetown held by charter.

Chart, (great and little) written anciently

Cert, which in Saxon ſignifies a charter.

Chalk, de Calce.

Challoke, that is, de Quercis Nudatis.

Charleton, that is, Ceorlton in Saxon, the

grange or luſty huſbandman's town ;

from this radix, Churle cometh.

Charing,writtenanciently Cering, extraćted

from the Saxon word Cerran to turn,

there being divers wents and wandrings

at this place.

Chellesfield, the chill and cold place.

Chepſted, that is, the market place locus

nundinarius. -

Cheriton, that is, from the growth of

cherries there.

Chevening, from its lying under that great

hill which runneth to Guildford in

Surry, which our anceſtors called Che

vins. -

Chiddingſtone
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Cbiddingſtone in Saxon Cedingſton, that is,

the town on the brow of the land; Ced

in Saxon importing the brow or de

ſcent; or, it is poſſible from Cedwine,

ſome Saxon owner. -

Chilham ; ſome have diſtilled ſomething of

Julius Caeſar’s name, conjecturing it to

have been called juliham for julius-ham.

Indeed there he loſt julius Laberius Du

rus camp maſter, or field marſhal.

Chillenden, ſo called from the cold place

it ſtands in. . -

Chiſelhurſt, from the growth of wood ſo
called. -

Chiftelet in the infancy of chriſtianity was

given to the church of Canterbury by

the name of Ciſtelet, that is, the choſen

lot or portion.

Cliffe from the ſituation upon the cliff in

the hundred of Hoo, famous for a

ſynod held there.

Cošeham hall and Coleham town anciently

Coptham, that is, the head village ;

from the Saxon Copt an head

Coldred, a village that ſtandeth high and

bleak in Eaſt Kent, and may brook

the name of Cold-rode.

Cºſmus Beane, the churches dedication is

to St. Coſmus and Damian.

Cowden from that ſort of beaſt called cows

which are in other places called kine.

Coudham, the Cold-ham, near Baſion and

Down.

Cowling the cow's paſture. -

Crayford in old deeds Crecamford from the

ford or river Crecan, which gives name

to St. Mary Crey.

Pauls Crey, North Crey (and Footes Crey,

from one Votes that held it in the Con

queror's time.)

Curſion, in Doomſday Book written Cocleſ.

to?!.

Coclecoe is an old privilege to be free

from anſwering in a place foreign to

where he inhabits.

Crundall the dale under ahigh crowned hill.

Darent named ſo from the river on which

it ſtands.

Dartford contračted from Darentford on

which it ſtandeth.

Davington or Devington, extraćted from

Dew which imports dew or moiſture,

Ing a meadow, and Ton a town.

Deale ſometime written Dale, ſhews the

ſituation to be in a plain valley.

Denton the town in a deſcending place.

Deptford, that is, the deep ford.

Detling, that is, lying deep under a high

hill.

Dimchurch, written anciently Demchurch,

that is, the church upon the dam.

Dilton from Dike, which in old time

was written Dyghton, and from thence

the contraćt Ditton.

Dodington, the town on the ſedgy land,

from Dod that ſignifies the ſedge on

the bank of a river; or rather from

Duda ſome Saxon owner.

Dover; by the Romans called Dubris,

from the Britiſh word Dufir, which fig

nifies ſteep.

Dowme a ſmall town high ſituated.

Eaſtbridge, that is from its Eaſtern ſtand

ing in the marſh.

Eaſt-church in Shepey, from the like ſitu

ation.

Eaſtwell from the low ſituation in a bot

tom pag. 354.

Edenbridge, that is, from the bridge and .

river Eden.

Eden, ſo called quaſi aqua, i.e. Ey Saxonice,

& vallis i. e. Den, the river or water in

the den or valley.

Egarton, a pariſh bleakly and ſharply

ſituated.

Eigtham called ſo from the eight hams or

boroughs contained within it, pag. 140.

Elmſley, the elmy paſture.

Elmeſted, denominated from Elmeſted, locus.

Elmeſton, the town among elms.

Elham or Helham, quia inter Colles locatur.

Eltham, Eldham, the old town.

Eſeling, quia in Orienti parte jacet Eſtling.

Ewell, the watry bottom.

Eythorne, olim ſcribitur Eigthorne, the

eighth thorn.

Fairfield, in the marſh de bello Campo.

Eaſt and Weſt Farleigh were written Ferme

leigh from Ferne Ferne, and leigh a ſhel

ter Or COVert.

Farneburgh, from the ſoil about it yield

in Fearne and Brakes.

Farmyngham, the ancient name is Freming

ham from the ſtream running through

it, as Premington in Devon, from a ſmall

ſtream running through it into Tawe.

Faulkeham and Falkeham villa populi.

Fleet both North and South, that is, from

the Thames that ſometime came up.

Fordwich,that is, the crooked turning
r1Ver.

Frenſted, and vulgarly Wrenſted, Freons

ſted the freeman's place.

Frittenden, derived from Frith, a chace,

and den, a vally. -

Frenſbery anciently Freons-Berig the free

man's court. -

Gillingham derived from ſome gill or ri

vulet paſſing through it, and emptying

itſelf into the Medway.

Godmerſham land given to God, and that

church, bounded by Mºres.

Goodnjian,
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Goodneffon, that is, a good fertile town

and country.

Gowdhurſt, anciently and properly written

Goodhurſt, the good wood.

Graveney, expounded by the enſuingtown.

Graveſend, quaſ; Greveſend the limits of the

liberty. The other, expreſſing a moiſt

and watery place of like liberty.

Grainey Iſle, from corn and grain ſo called.

Greenwich the turning of the river through

the green meadows.

Crome, the bridge over a ſmall ſtream called

Grome,and by it a manſion houſe ſo call’d.

Guſtom, that is, Gofton, where goſs and

furs did grow. -

Hadlow from Heafod, contraćted into head

and Low, importing the ſmall head or

knob, Cumulus in Latin.

Hackington now called St. Stephens, the

land proportioned in Hages. Haga in

Saxon denoting a circle.

JHigh Halden written anciently Healden,

that is, the healthful valley.

Halling written Healling, healthful meadow.

Halſted, that is, hail or healthy place.

Plaſtow written Haly ſtow, holy place.

JHigh Halſtow, holy place given to pro

vide ſervice books for Chriſt-church, in

the Saxons time.

Ham by Sandwich } Signify ſmall homes

Ham by Warhorne or dwellings.

Harbledown, that is, the hill of paſture

and herbage. -

Upper and Nether Hardres are derived

from Erd the earth, and Reys, little

rills or brooks.

Haretſham written Heretſham,thelds. town.

Hartie Iſland lying in the form of a hart;

Inſula Cordis vel Cordialis, or ratherfrom

Herets-Ey, in Saxon the Lord's water.

Hartley, Herets ley, the Lord's paſture.

Hartlip, Labium Cordis. -

Haftingleigh is derived from two Saxon

words, Heaftan which ſignifies the high

eſt, and Leah, campus or locus.

Hawkhurſt, that is, Hawkeſwodd, where

hawks had eyeries.

Hawking, that is, hawks meadow.

Hawtes Bourne, the Hawtes after Shelving

owed Bourne.

Hearne, ſo called from the breeding of

hernes there. Bede tranſlates herne by

caſa, as if berne ſignified a houſe.

Hearnehill diſtinguiſhed from the former

by the ſituation under Boughton hill.

Hedcorne famous for the beſt and chief

corn and biggeſt poultry.

#leys, yielding plenty of hay.

Hever deduced from two Saxon words,

hey water, and over ſignifying ſome paſ

ſage over the water.

Fligham, that is, highly ſeated.

5 I

Hinxell, that is Hynd-hill. -

Hythe, that is, Portus, a haven for ſhips

to arrive 1m.

Hollingbourne, the bourn riſing in the hole.

Hoo from Hough, in Saxon high.

Hope in Romney marſh eccleſia ſpei.

Horſmanden, the horſmans valley.

Horton Kirkby, that is, by the church,

Horton by Chartham. -

Horton Monkes, the dirty town, from Horn

which imports any filth.

Hoathfield, that is, Heathfield.

Hougham, the high town.

Hucking anciently Hough Ing, the highland.

Hunton, or Huntington, the town to hunt

in, from the Saxon word Huntan.

Ifield written Eyfield, that is, the watry field.

Ightham, ſee Eightham.

Ickham, anciently 2 cockham, the town of

arable land, from 2 eock an acre of land.

Rychurch, written anciently Eyvey Church.

that is, the church by the water.

Iwade vulgarly originally Eywade, the paſ

ſage over the water.

Kempſing, from ſome camp or fortreſs.

Kemardington, from Kein-Erd-ington, no

earth in the town, from the mooriſh

ſituation. It is probable likewiſe it

might derive its name from one Cyne:

ward a Saxon owner.

Kennington fromCymingſton,the king'stown.

Kefton, Keyſers town by Baſton the old.

Roman colony.

Kingſdown by Farmingham. -

Kingſdowne by Miſted, the king's hill.

Kingſton by Barham, the king's town.

Kingſnoth, the king's portion, from Snoth

or Sneath, which in Sax. ſignifies portion.

Knolton, the town on the knoll of an hill.

Lamberhurſt, the wood of Lambert. -

Langdon Eaſt&Weſt, the longdown or hill.

Langley, the long paſture. .

Lang Port, long town or port.

Laybourne, theº:bourn, aqua in palude.

Lee, i. e. Leigh, in old Engliſh, Lega in

Latin, a ſheltry place.

Leeds, written Leods caſtle; the people's

caſtle, that is, ſomething belonging to

the people. -

Lenham, a ſtation called by the Romans

Duro Lemum, the water of Lenum.

Leigh by Tunbridge, under the hill.

Leigh by Greenwich, under the ſhelter.

Leiſdown, the paſture down.

Leveland, written in Saxon Leofland, that

is Terra Dileća.

Lewiſham, the watry town. -

Lidden, which ſignifies the valley near

the ſhore: Lida in Saxon ſignifies Littus,

and Den a valley.

Lydd, from the Saxon Lida, denoting the

ſhore.

- Lyme,
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1.wme, called by theRomans Limen, that is,

Portus, for they landed here at their

ſecond attempt.

Lyminge, written Limening, the paſture

by Limeh.

Lingſted, the place where fern grows,

Ling in Saxon denoting fern.

Linton or Lington the ferny town.

Little Bourne, to diſtinguiſh it from Beaks

Bourne, and the other towns of that

termination upon the bourn.

Longfield, from the long extent of it.

Loſe, written in ancientSaxon Hloſe, which

ſignifies lot, being indeed allotted by

donation to the priory of Chriſt-church.

Luddenham, written anciently Loudenham.

Iuddeſdown, anciently Leodſdun, the peo

ple's hill, from the Leod the people.

Tillingſton, written Lollingſton, from the

purling ſtream running by it. -

Maidſton, written anciently Medwegſton,

that is AMedways town.

Malling, defined by Mr. Lambert to come

from the riſing of water ſprings there,

called Meolling.

Mapleſcombe, that is, the valley of maple

trees.

Marden, vide ante inter hundredor. nomina.

Margate in Thanet, written Meregate, that

is the way to the ſea, from mere the

ſea, and gate a way or paſſage.

St. Margarets near Dartford.

St. Margarets near Rocheſter.

St. Margaret's Atte Cliffe, near Dover.

St. Mary, on Crey river.

St. Mary's, in the hundred of How.

Marſham the town in the way to the

marſh.

St. Martin's by Canterbury.

Mepeham, written in Saxon Meopen-ham, .

that is, the ſolitary village.

..Mereworth, the fortified place, derived

from Worth, a fortreſs, and Mere a

fence or boundary. -

Merſham the ſame as Marſham.
.Mers-ton, an obſcure place above Frends

bury, the name is taken from its near

neſs to the marſh. - -

Midley, that is, in the middle of the pa

ſture, a pariſh and church decayed and

now ſºme cura. .

Mifted, the place near ſome mill.

Milton quaſi Midleton, the town near the

mid county. -

Milton juxta Graveſend, in the mid way

between the two manors of Parock and

Graveſend. - -

TMilton by Canterbury, that is, from a mill

, there placed. :

Minſter both in Shepey and Thanet have

their names from the monaſteries that

were there.

Moldaſh, a mould on which aſh tree.

take growth.

Mongehammagmaðparva, i.e. monks ham,

Monkton in Thanet, the monks town.

Moreſton, that is, the town by the moor.

Mottingham, the town proudly ſeated, it is

derived from Modin Sax. proud or lofty.

Nackington or Nattington, the town on

the neck of the land. -

Nettlefied, that is, the place where nettles

grow.

| Newenham in the way between Oſpringe

and Hollinghorne, ſo called in reſpect of

ſome old ſtation thereby, it may be now

not known.

Newchurch in Romney marſh, later built

then the neighbour churches.

Newenden, a new planted town by Ande

rida, an old Roman ſtation and city.

Newington by Sittingborne, ſo called be

cauſe riſen up ſince the Roman colony

and ſtation near Key-Coll hill, that is,

Caeſar’s colony in this pariſh.

Newington near flyth in like reſpećt as the

former, becauſe of ſome old ſtation of

the Romans at Coſtel bill, where and

near the ſhorn cliff, Roman coin hath

been found, faith Leland. -

Nokeholt, that is, a corner in the wood,

old Engliſh Noke is a corner.

Nonmington, belonging to Nuns.

| North-Bourne, that is, the North brook.

| Norton, in reſpect of ſituation in oppo

ſition to Sutton, that is, Southton.

|Nutſied, that is, Nucum locus, the nut

country.

Offaham, as derived from ſome donation

of king Offa.

Orgars-wick in Romney marſh; wicke ſigni

fies in old Engliſh away, and ſometimes

vicus, and Orgarus ſome Saxon owner.

Orlanſion ſºve Orlºſion, from Over contraćt

ed into Orelanſion, that is, the town

above the marſh. -

Orpinton, is much changed in the preſent

orthography; for Dorpendum was the old

name partly Britiſh and Saxon, ſignify

ing the head of the water riſing under

the hill there. -

Oſpringe, ſo called from that ſmall ouſe or

brook ſpringing there.

Offenhanger, the viſcount Strangford's

houſe, ſo called from the eaſtern ſitua

tion; Oaſt is Eaſt, and hanger reprer

ſented a hill of eaſy aſſent.

Otteham, from the growth of oats there.

Ottford, that is, the riverwhere otters breed.

Ottringdun, the hill and paſture fit for the

ſowing of oats.

Oure by Davington, ſo named from its

ſituation over the brook betwixt it and

I everſham, contracted into Ore.

Oxney,
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Oxney, the oxen's iſland. -

Padleſworth, the court ſeated in a ground

infeſted with frogs, from padle, in Saxon

a frog.

Pauls Crey, from the church's dedication,

and the river Crey on which it ſtands.

Patricks Bourne, from the church's dedi

cation.

. Peckham Eaſt and Weſt, written Pekenham,

that is, the town on the peak or top of

the hill. -

Penſhurſt, the head of the wood, Brit.& Sax.

Pepenbury, commonly Penbury, from its

poſition, being the head of the bury.

Perham, the town lying low in a pet or pit.

Pluckley, the paſture made by grubbing up

the wood.

Plumffed, the place where plenty of

plumbs grew.

Prºfton juxta Wingham, the prieſt-town.

Preſion in Aylesford, amanſion of thefriers.

Queenborough, a town incorporated and a

caſtle built by king Edward the third,

for queen Phillipa daughter to the earl

of Henault.

Radigunds abby alias Broadſole, a mona

ſtery founded near a broad ſoal or pond.

Rayneham, the town over the reys or water

tides, and inlets for paſſage, as St.

Mary Over Rey in Southwark.

Reculver, is that Regulbium mentioned by

Pancirollus in his Notitia Provinciarum :

one of the ſtations of the count of the

Saxon ſhore.

River in the valley near Dover, ſo called

of the river.

JKichlorough, called Rickſborough in old

deeds, that is, the kingdom’s borough,

from Rick a kingdom, and Burgh a

borough or fenced place in Saxon.

Rydlingſwould, the down where there was

paſture for horſe.

J&idley, the horſe paſture.

Reyeſh, the aſhen water, Rey is a little rill.

Rippeley, the paſture bank.

J&iver-hill by Sevenoke, full of ripes and

ſprings.

Rocheſter, Roffanceafter, in the Romans time

built by one Roffe ſaith Bede.

Rodemarſham, the roadway into the marſh.

Rokeing, the paſture frequented with rooks.

JKolvenden, contraćted in Romáen, and Roun

den, ſo named from the rowling valley.

JRomeney, the Romans water, that before

the incloſure of Romney marſh was na

vigable up to the foot of Limen hill

and Stutfall caſtle.

Saltwood, ſo called of its bordering on the

ſalt ſea.

Sandburſt, thatis, the woodon the ſandy ſoil.

Sandwiche, Wiche is a turning river in a

ſandy ſoil.

Seale written Zeal, and Dela Zeal, becauſe

the pilgrims uſed here to lodge, who

went to viſit St. Thomas Becket’s ſhrine

at Canterbury.

Selling, from Sel, which ſignifies timber,

and Ing a meadow or low ground, as

Ingulphus uſeth it.

Selling juxta Feverſham the ſame.

Sevenoke, that is, from ſeven great oaks

that grew there.

Sevington, that is, the town with ſewing

ponds.

Shadoxhurſt, that is, the hurſt ofſhady oaks.

Shelvich, from its being feated or ſtanding

on the Shelvingwich, which ſignifies

ſome turning brook or river.

Shepey Iſland, ſo named from the breeding

and feeding ſheep.

Sholeden, the hill upon the ſhole or ſhore.

Shorne, in old Engliſh ſorne, made ſhorne

or naked.

Shoreham, not derived from the ſea ſhore

as that in Suſſex; but from, ſore bare.

Siberts would, Siberts ſheep walk.

Sittingbourne, that is, from a bubbling and

boiling-like bourne ariſing there.

Smerdene, the fat valley.

Smede and Smeth, in old Engliſh, a ſmooth

plain field.

Snave, a trench or bank artificially cut.

Snargate, Snare-Gate, the way cut, from the

Saxon word, ſmere, cut.

| Snothland, vulgarly Snodland, lying with

a ſpout into Medway

Spelehurſt, the learned wood.

Stalesfield, the field on the bank from Stey,

in Saxon a bank.

Stanford, that is, ſtony brook.

Stanſtead, that is, ſtony place.

Staplehurſt, ſtaple ſignifies firm, ſure and

certain, and Hurſ: a wood.

| Steling, from Steal-Ing, the ſtall on the lands.

| St. Stephens by Canterbury.

Stocke in Hoo, is Locus in Latin as Sled,

and gives termination to many places.

Stodemerſh, the marſh devoted to the breed

ing of mares, Stode in Saxon beingamare.

Stockbery, that is, the woody bery, or for

treſs in the woody place; for here was

a Caſtlelet of the Criols heretofore.

Stone, Adlapidem, here was an ancient caſtle

of the Northwoods in a ſtony country.

Stone byOſpringe, is ſo derived from the ſoil.

Stoner more aptly Stonoore, an ancient place

on the North-ſide of Sandwich haven

where a town had been. Nore, i. e. North.

Stowting, a town where the Romans made

ſome place of ſtrength near the forced

way from Lyme to Canterbury.

Stourmouth, that is, Offium fluvii de Stour.

Stroud, the ſame with Strand, that is, the

bank of Medway againſt Rocheſter.

Stoutfall,
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Stoutfall caſtle, a work of the Romans un

der Lymehill, environing ten acres of

ground, a ſtrong piece in our anceſtors

opinion, which from thence and the in

cloſure, the name was impoſed ; ſtout

ſtrong, and faud turned into fauldafold,

contraćted ſince into fall.

Sondridg, ſo called from the ridge of ſand

fying there.

Sutton, South town.

Sutton Valence, becauſe Valence, earl of

Pembroke was lord of it.

Swale Cliffe, ſo called becauſe of its ſtand

ing near the water Swale.

&vainſcombe, avalley, into which the courſe

of the Thames came up, and Swaine of

Denmark wintered his fleet there.

Swingfield, the field where ſwine did fre

quent ; like Swinefted, Swineſsy, Swin

broke, and Swingford.

Shinglewell by Northfleet, a low ſoil ſtony

and full of ſhingle; or elſe from the

uſe of wood inſtead of tyle which we

call ſhingle.

Tamington, written anciently Thanington,

that is, the Thanes or lords town on

the paſture.

Teinham, the incloſed village, from Tein,

ſeptum.

Tenderden, or rather Thein-warden, the

Thanes guard in the valley.

Terſton, from the town's being torn and

divided by the Medway.

Thurnham, Thurn in Saxon is a tower, ac- |

cording to Ortelius, and here in this

pariſh ſtood Goodward-caſtlehigh upon

the top of Thurnham-hill.

Throwley, in Saxon a paſſing through

paſture grounds.

Tilmanſion, a ſoil employed to tillage.

Tong, a pariſh, and a decayed caſtle, of

old called Thong, as if ambuted by

lines which the Saxons called Thongs.

Trotscliffe, vulgo Troſeley, it lieth under a

ſteep hill, and takes its termination

from trottes to vex, and cliff an hill.

Tudeley, & ſometime Twidley, twopaſtures.

Tunbridge, from the many bridges in the

town, there being ſeven in the high

road through the town. -

- Tunſtall, written Dunſtall, that is, the place

upon the hill.

Ulcombe, and ſometime I haveſeen it written

Melcombe; it is holden of the honour of

Augie, or Ew, and ſignifies the old valley.

Upchurch, near Rainham, ſo named from

the church's ſtanding high upon the ſide

of an hill.

E R R

Upnore, a caſtle upon the Nore or North

fide of Medway, below Frendſbury.

Warehorne, from Burne a corner, and Ware

a place.

Walderſhire, that is, partaking of the

wald, that is, wood country.

Walmer, the wall againſt the ſea.

Waltham, the ham in the wood.

St.Werburghthe dedication of Hoochurch.

PVeredon, the hili in Shepsy by the ſea Ware.

|Patrinbury, thecourton thewatrymeadow.

Weſt-Bere, the Weſt court or bergh.

Weſt-Cliffe, near Dover Caſtle, the Wºff cliff.

Hºeft-Hith, the Weſt port, Hith, is Portas.

Weſterham, the farthctl Weſtern town in

Kent.

Weft well, the town of ſituation in a low

Weſt place. -

Wheteffable, the ſtaple place for wheat.

Wichling, that is, the crooked or winding

paſture.

Wickham, that is, Domus ſuper vicum Weſt.

H/ickham Eaſt, the ſame from Wic the high

way. -

Wickham-Brett, vulgo Brooks, is ſo called

from the liquidneſs cf the place, and

the lord Breux of Brember, lord of it.

Iſillſborough, that is, the borough in a low

place.

//elmington, ſo called, in Saxon Wells are

called bottoms.

Wemings Would, the ſheperdeſſes woulds.

Iſingham, ſo named of the two rivers

which inclaſp it like two wings.

Witerſham, that is, Hºateriſham in the iſle

of Oxeney.

Wouldham, that is, the town under the

Would. -

H/olwich, written anciently Woldwich, that

is the turning river under the Would.

Woodchurch, that is, the church in the

wood.

I/inſborough, that is, Wodenſborough, from

Hºoden the Saxons Mercury, to whoſe

worſhip they dedicated one day in the

week thence called Wedneſday.

Wotton, quia Boſcatus, Woddeton.

Werth, the court.

Wormſhill, Mons virmium.

Wrotham ſecund. G. Lambert, the town of

WOrtS.

Wye, ſo called from the water Wºy, being

a name given to may places in reſpect

of ſome ſtream or brook, in Britiſh it

ſignifies Vaga or wandring.

2 alding, Ing ſaith Ingulphus ſignifies a mea

dow or lowground, it is writtenanciently

Ealding, that is the ancient meadow.

A T A.

*g, * 13, has 38, read, great great grandchild. Line 57, read, and was purchaſed by John

Lennard, Eſquire, abovementioned.

f
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