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Ehjah Remington,
The Castleton Counterfeiter

By GwiLYM R. ROBERTS

IN his interesting article “Counterfeiting in Early Vermont” (Vermont
History, April, 1965), Kenneth Scott mentioned that a man named
Remington was arrested in Shrewsbury in 1807 as an accomplice of
Stephen Burroughs, and that Remington apparently was the man who
had been arrested earlier with Burroughs in Montreal. The Remington
of this incident would seem to have been Elijah Remington of Castleton,
black sheep of a very interesting family which had other members with
at least a few grayish spots on them.

Elijah was the son of Zadock Remington, owner of Castleton’s first
tavern. May 9, 1775 must have been an exciting and confusing day for
Zadock Remington. On the evening of that day, 170 Green Mountain
Boys left the Remington tavern, where they had made their head-
quarters, for their successful attack upon Ticonderoga. On the same day,
Zadock Remington’s wife Phebe, who probably felt somewhat neglected
because of her husband’s attention to the visitors who were creating the
most important historical event ever to touch Castleton, gave birth to a
son who was given the name of Elijah. Within a few years both Phebe
and Elijah were dead, and on January 25, 1783, Zadock Remington’s
second wife Elizabeth gave birth to her second son, who was given the
name of his dead half-brother.!

Zadock Remington’s brother David, with whom he bought Castleton
Iand in joint ownership, had been one of the two men who supervised the
building of the Hubbardton Road, but later had become Castleton’s
most prominent Tory, taking charge of providing transportation for
General Burgoyne while he was in that area. For this Tory activity, he
had forfeited all of his property to the state of Vermont in confiscation
proceedings, although he was allowed to return to Vermont to live.2

Although Zadock Remington was very prominent as a town office-

1. Castleton Record Book I, 5. The information regarding the birth of the two Elijahs,
whose births are noted on the same page of the Castleton records, was furnished to me by
John Reil of Castleton.

2. Vermont Governor and Council, I, 198, 208, 281.
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