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A short sketch of Vinson Knight . 

They joined the L.D.S. Cnurch i n I03J4. 

Urciainea an Elaer January ?, l'J>3o i n K i r t i a n d , Onio. 

Set apart as a councelor to bisnop Newel K. Ahitney of K i r t l a n c Onio 
on Jan. 13, I&30. 

1637 he went wi th Joseph to Missouri to select Auam-Ondi-Ahman torn s igh t . 

June 2o, 103b He * iz ordained by Jos. Snuth Bishop 01' Adam-Cnoi-Ahman. 
Knignt uougnt a i'arrc irom Aaam BlacK tne Justice of the Peace of tha t ' loca" 

He was held bishcp p r o t i n i n t h e i r t ravels across Missouri to Quincy m 
May h, a t Quincy on the Presbyterian Camp grounds he was sustained EishoD* 
and set apart . They bought 135 acres of land from Hugh rthite i n Hancock'"' 
county f o r £ 5 , 0 J U anc another one west or the ftnite land from Dr. Isaac 
Solley f o r $9,000. 

Then when the Saints moved to Nauvoo, 111. they made three wares. Kewell 
Vihitney for the middle ward, Ecmard Partridge for the upper wara and 
7inson Knight the lower Yfard. Oct. 5, 1&39-

March 21 , l t t i^ l these bishops organized and set i n order the Lessor 
Priesthood i n K'auvoo. 

June 7, l & m Knight w i t h others went w i t h Joseph Smith i n t o Missouri f o r 
t r i a l . 

Knight was taken i n t o l,fason Lodge by Joseph Smith A p r i l 13, 181*2. 

Jan. 19, l d u l Vinson Knight as Bishop 
1st Con. Samuel Smith 
2na Con. Shadraach Kouncty These presided over the Bishops of the 
L.D.S. Church. This place he f i l l e d until he died July 31, lblj2 in 
Nauvoo, 111. 



SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF VINSON KNIGHT 

by Lola Belnap Coolbear 

Preface 

This l i t t l e sketcn has been written that the true li l ' e story of 
our forefathers may live i n the memories of our children; that the 
r-cmin^ generations may know how we came to be connected with the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints. 

!,!ost of the dates have been gleaned from the Church mstories, but 
the stories were told by Martha McBride Knight and later, her son, 

' James Knight and her caughter Adaline Knight fceinap. 

Chapter I 

Vinson Knight was a man to be admired, well b u i l t with strong 
L'uscles and broad shoulders, keen dark eyes ana rather aark hair. He 
was an honest law-abicing citizen, and a bright business man. His 
disposition was probably the most to be admired, having rather set 
determined ways, yet kind and consiuerate to his friends, tender and. 
affectionate to his wife and children; He was the son of Rudolphus 
Knight and Rizpah Lee, and was born i n Norwich, Hampshire County, Mass. 
Mar. 1U, IdOU. He married Martna McBriae, the youngest daughter of 
Daniel McRride and Abigail !.?ead, July 6, 1U26. 

Vinson had two older brothers, Rudolphus and Samuel Lee. The 
three had inherited some property from their deceased father, .Vinson's 
portion being a l i t t l e clearing amid the timbers of New York, in the 
town of Perrysburgh, where his t h r i f t y nature had a splendid chance to 
aev8lope. 

In only eight years time Vinson's clearing grew to a beautiful 
farm. There was a large frame house i n the place of the log cabin. 
Tnere were fields of wheat, potaxoes ana corn, patches of hemp and 
flax. Maple trees were ta.ped for sugar and syrup, and a f r u i t orchard 
planted. He had stock, horses and sheep and a large flock of geese, 
He raised, k i l l e d and cured their meat, and made the soap for the house
hold use. The house-keepeo complained of a large sack of money that 
was always i n the way on the bottom shelf of the cupboard. 

Llartha was a dainty l i t t l e woman with fine, delicate features, 
gray-blue eyes and aark hair. Her sensitive nature was the soul of 
honor, and although her hands were never allowed to ao hard work, yet 
they were never i d l e . There being no sewinr macnines, sne run the 
spinnin: wheel and plied her needle on the woolen goods and yards and 
yards of linen maae irom the wool ana flax that grew on their own larm. 
Her nana work was a wonder of neatness, her seams being so small that 
one coula scarcely t e l l the right side from the wrong, and her stitches 
could hardly be found. Her mind was submissive to deep religious 
thourhts, for her lather, Daniel McEride had been a Cjnpbelite minister, 
and that religion appealed to a l l the family as being nearest tne plan 
01 salvation as taught by Jesus; but sometimes her father, when 'return
ing i'rc.-r. church would say to his family, "Thus sayeth the Lord." 



Though he aia not live to receive tnat divine authority, hims 
had called tne attention oi' his family to the lack oi' i t , ana prep 
their nearts to receive the restoration of that order when i t was 
to Joseph Smith. 

Abigail KcBride was a widow when the Church of Jesus Christs 
Latteraay Saints was organized i n I830, but she ana others of the 
very soon became members and we nave her patriarcnal blessing give 
Father Smith i n lb3t>, June b. (written by Gilbert Belnap) 

This was at the time of the great religious revival, when a l l 
were taking interest i n some religion. Vinson's people were rever 
Christians, with l o f t y ideas of their own, and when i t was reporte 
a boy, named Joseph Smith haa found a golaen book, ano saw an ange 
was trying to establisn a church, they were inclined to smile and 
him to be a dreamer, or an imposter. Eut r e l i g i o n nad not yet dis 
the peace of this quiet family. Vinson and Martha were contented 
their beautiful home ano family of four children, Almira, Rizpah, 
and James. Vinson's mother also made her home with them. 

So i t happened that March 21, I03U became and eventiul evenin 
them a l l . Vinson was resting from his days' labor on a buffalo ro 
the corner of the dining room when two gentlemen came to the door 
themselves known as Joseph Smith ano Parley P. Pratt. _Martha had 
of them through her folks and bade them welcome. Vinson's mother 
heard of them, and she hurriedly put on her bonnet, and went to th 
bors, a wiaow who lived nearby. She t o l d her story hastily and as 
stay a l l night, for she said, " I never could sleep under the same 
with those Mormons." Tne wiaow listened with sympathy, and remark 
i t was a good thing that i t happened tonight for she says, "My so 
away, and you may have his room." Mother Knight f e l t so thankful 1 

sne r e t i r e d for the night that she at least, was wise enough not t 
and l i s t e n to the stories of aeceitiul men ana praying for her aea 
and daughter, that they might not be deceived, she soon f e l l aslee; 

Now the widow's son knew that his mother was not expecting hi] 
and thinking not to disturb her, he unlocked the door with his own 
and without making a l i Tht, tiptoed to his own room, slipped off h 
trousers and quickly turned down the bknket. The widow was awaken 
a scream. She started for the scene, but was almost run over by ti 
retreating form of the bashful young man. 

I t took the widow to t e l l just how her son looked, but she ne 
could f i n d words to describe the expression on the proud face of R 
Knight, and had we waited for her (mother Knight) to have t o l d i t , 
story would never have been written. 

Vinson inherited the same prcud s p i r i t of nis mother and he, 
her, f e l t very indifferent toward the v i s i t o r s . He knew that Jose 
had been the talk ana the laughing stock of the people, and news p. 
for several years, but being a generous man, he could not refuse t. 
entertainment. Tney were frienas of nis wife's folks, ana she i e l 
to see her husband too indifferent to arise from the bui'ialo robe. 

The conversation auring the evening some what changed the opi 
of Vinson ana his wife, ana caused them to look into the truth of 



character, ana investigate his religion, ana even attend some or the mee 
ings. They soon i'ouna that Josepn Smith hau been misrepresentea, ana tt 
became convinced that ne was no lalse propnet, sut an instrument m the 
nanus oi the Lord to restore tne true gospel oi Jurist, tnat naa been ts 
from tne earth. 

Many people in New York ana Massachusetts accepted the restored gos 
pel, but Vinson's folks were among those who saw ana heard no signifies! 
in tne teachings oi Joseph Smith. Thereiore, i t must have been a t r i a l 
them a l l to see Vinson led o f f , as i t were. I t must have grieved the 
tenaer feelings of nis dear mother, who could not connect the doctrines 
of Josepn Smith with the teachings of Christ. But the whisperings of t l 
gospel's s p i r i t found an echo i n Vinson's heart, ana he, with his wife 
v.£re baptized i n tne spring of lo3u. New thoughts and a new l i f e seemet 
tc have come to them with glac tiaings of great joy f o r tne l i v i n g and 
tne deaa, cnanging their lives and giving them new desires. 

I f the new members of the new church were going to Ohio, building 
the City of Kirtland and a Temple then New York could no longer hold th< 
for Vinson always did everything witn same energy that he worked his fai 
Oh, his farm what could he do with i t ? How could he leave the place 
where they had spent so many happy years, and which was making him rich, 
dispose of i t ? Of course, at any price. What was this place to them 
now? They were seeking a new home, not a home of worldly wealth and CM 
f o r t , but a home eternal. 

Chapter I I 

I t was about 135 miles down t o K i r t l a n d , but they t raveled by stagi 
coach, and canal boat, so i t took f i v e or s i x days, i a r i a Crandle a 
niece of Martha Knight and Lydia Goldwait, who afterwaras became the wii 
of Newel Knight (no r e l a t i o n of Vinson's) came w i t h them and l i v e d w i t h 
them f o r some time. I t was the ear ly part o f June 10*35, which was a 
b e a u t i f u l time of the year to make the t r i p . The people were working h; 
and the town bid f a re to become a b e a u t i f u l c i t y . 

The Saints haa t r i e d to s e t t l e i n Jackson County, Mo. but had been 
t e r r i b l y persecuted, and f i n a l l y dr iven from t h e i r homes. 

Brother Joseph had organized a company cal led Zion 's Camp, who wen1 
aown to Missouri and t r i e d to make peace w i t h the county and get the pe< 
back i n t h e i r homes, but d id not accomplish t h e i r purpose. 

The twelve apostles had been chosen members o f Zion's Camp and somi 
oi thera were now away on t h e i r f i r s t missions. 

The Knight fami ly founa peace and quietude i n K i r t l a n d , and contini 
so f o r two years, probably the most peaceful days i n ea r ly Church Histoi 

They soon received t h e i r pa t r i a rcha l Eessings from f a t h e r Smith. 

Chapter I I I 

I t was Joseph Smith, Sen. wno selected the name of Nathaniel for t l 
next baby, and blessed him. Nathaniel was born Dec. 31, I035 ana oied 
Oct. 31, 1630. ' 
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By coming to ttrtlu*, Vinson Knignt had the pleasure oi" stuoyinp 
Hebrew i n the school o i the Prophets. "Hying 

At a counci l meeting, held Jan. 2, i « 3 o , his name was presentea 
voted upon ana approved i o r tne o ro ina t ion to tne o f f i c e o i an Elder* 
i r r c r i i a t e l y his busy l i f e i n the Church began. On the 13th of the same 
month, January, he was appointed counselor to Newel K. Ahitnay (bishon 01 
Ki r t l anaJ . * v ^ 0 i 

r a r t ox tne minutes of the Council Meeting at t h i s time read as 
f o l l o w s ; "iYed. Jan, 13, l 6 3 b . A Council Meeting was held and among thos 
present beside the Prophet, was the president of K i r t l a n d and Zion Stake 
namely Joseph Smith Sen., Sidney Eigaon, Hyrum Smith, r . a v i d V m i t m e r and 

I ' , l ' . . i * M l J ? » f 3 ° ^ h e T K B 1 V B Apostles, tne High Council of Zion, and the 
r.igh ' .ouncil of K i r t l a n a , ana the bishops of Zion and Kir tLana , and the 
presidency of seventies and many of the Eluers. The Council cine to orde 
by singing Aaam-Ondi-Afeen page 277, ana opened by prayer o f f e r e d by Jose 
Smith Sen. The Prophet made some remarks ana snoke of the business o f t l 
day, which was to supply some def in ienc ies i n the Bishopric, ana i n the 
High Council . Elder Vinson Knight was nominatea as a c ^ i l T i ^ ^ 
bishopric a t K i r t l a n a , and nomination was maae by the bishoo anri 
by the presidency. Elder Knight was then ordained u l e r t he Snds of 
Bishop Newel K. , h i t n e y , t o f i l l the place o f Hyrum Smith, whohad teen" 
ordained to the presidency of the High Council of K i r t l a n d . 

Council adjourned by s inging, "Come Let us Rejo ice ." 

The Prophet i n recording his thoughts o f the meeting, w r i t e s - "Thia 
has oeen one oi the best days I ever spent; there had b e ^ ' a T e n S r e u S 

r L n i l * 6 f H e S S e d f / 1 1 O U r P r o c e e d i r * s t h i s day and the S p i r i T o f i 
God o i I s r ae l has rested upon us i n mignty power." 

This whole year has been a time o f r e j o i c i n g f o r Joseph, the Prophel 
and his people. Vinson - n i g h t enjoyed the s p i r i t and worked w i t h the 
f o r he was a doer of everything tha t was asked of him and he f e l t i t a 
pleasure to mingle w i t h those noble men. H e had the pleasure of being 

K f S L S ° ^ 0 i t h ° / e ? l o r i o u s meetings held during the year o f V 
•The people were overjoyed at the completion o f t h e i r temple. And the dec' 
i c a t i o n would always be remembered by the saints , the speaking and the 
prayer and the songs, so f u l l of the grace and glory o f God. 

That assembly unanimously sustained Joseph Smith J r . as t h e i r Prophe 
Seer and nevelator . They also sustained the Twelve and a l l the other 
leaaers i n the d i f f e r e n t organizat ions. 

a»H J h C • P r ° P h e t / a f . 5 0 del ighted w i t h the u n i t y o f S p i r i t t ha t prevailec 

S r W ^ 1 D g T ^ P L ° P l e t h 3 t ^ h i s v e x * s o u l ^ 1 o / b l e s s i n f 

o f f t Mo r ? * ' 3 0 l 0 n g a S t h e y h e l d together i n u n i t y tha t a] 
o f tne blessings of heaven were t h e i r s , cut i f not, he said "The iude-

v S h r e ' i e l F f t Z ^ ^ ^ t h a t e ^ - « J H o u s e J which r e j ec t s us sha l l be l e f t desolate." 

How dearly d id the Prophet love his brethren and s i s t e r s , especially 
tne Twelve apostles, what pleasure aid he take i n the new temple, w i t h 
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his brethren, anointing and blessing them and prophecying their future and 
they i n turn anointing, blessing and even prophecying to others. Vinson 
Knight received anointing and blessings at that time and nad the power 
eiven him to of f i c i a t e i n the ordinance from cay to aay. iears afterwards 
on Irothc-r Taylor, of the Mormon Battalion, told Brother Vinson's daughter' 
that her father was a true prophet, for he had given him his anointings and. 
blessings in the Kirtlano temple and prophecied things to him that hehad 
seen f u l f i l l e d a l l during his l i f e , especially during his t r i a l s i n the 
Pattalicn. 

I f only that beautiful s p i r i t of unity could have remained, i f only 
the people, as a whole, would l i s t e n to the advice of their leader; but, 
no, that dark year of 1837 must follow, and was even casting i t s shadows 
i-eicre i t . 

There were a good many causes for the dissatisfaction that was new 
creeping into the nearts of the people. I t would take volumes to t e l l a l l 
that happened, but suffice i t to say that one of the main causes was the 
fa i l u r e of their bank. Although, at this time there were banks f a i l i n g a l l 
over the United States, yet some of the Prophet's dearest friends, as well as 
those more distant, blamed him for the fa i l u r e of this one. 

He had l i t t l e time to think of i t , though, for i n spite of everything. 
Zion was growing. More people were coming into the Church daily. The 
apostles who were i n England and other places were sending emigrants to 
Kirtland and Joseph must prepare f o r them. So i t was agreed i n General 
Conference that more land should be bought. Bishop Whitney and his counse
lors issued a proclamation to the Saints, entreating them t o assist a l l 
that they could i n this undertaking. 

The Prophet, leaving Apostle Brigham Young to take care of a f f a i r s i n 
Kirtland, went to Farr West, sept. 27 accompanied by Brothers Williams 
and Knight. 

, V"; 

I t was along t r i p , taking more than a month. They held conference 
and looked at a l l the country around and decided there was a gathering 
place for the Saints, and returned to Kirtland about -ggt. 10. 

Oh, what a state of affairs now existed in Kirtland. >Yhat had the 
e v i l powers been doing? One after another had apostatized u n t i l the whole 
Church was i n commotion. Apostates had united with non-Mormons and under
took to overthrow the Church and denounce Joseph Smith as a f a l l e n Prophet. 
Brigham Young was true to Joseph, and declared by a l l the powers of the 
Holy Ghost that Joseph Smith was s t i l l the same true prophet, but he lost 
control of affairs and was forced to go away and leave them. 

Some had placed themselves at the head of a new Church, declaring 
themselves to be i n the right, that they owned the whole Church, and even 
the temple, buring one of the meetings when Joseph was trying to preside, 
one of this class of men, who was standing i n the back of the room, became 
ex-ited and declared he would put Joe Smith out of the temple. The aisles 
being f u l l of standing people, he stepped upon the back of a bench and 
started for the stand, stepping from the back of one bench to another between 
the heads of the people. Brother Josepn was equal to the occasion and remained 



calm. Turning to Brother Knight, he saia; "Brother Vinson, take tnis man 
cut." -^uick as thought, Vinson caught the man by the legs and tossed him 
heaa downward over his snouluers, and carriea him struggling ana pawing 
out cf the builaing. Brother Knight's l i t t l e children always remembered 
the occasion. 

Vinson was only one oi the many true irienas and iaithi'ul Saints 
that loved and believed in Brother Joseph, but tnere were enough untrue 
ner. t r lorm a mob and disturb and threaten and become more vicious 
K i t i l the Propnet ana Sidney Rigdon were forced to take to the saddle 
?.r.z ii.ee for meir lives i n the cola, bleak January of lo3b. 

Nate. There seems to be some pages lost. Tne next one available begins; 

cf Seventies consisted of 515. 
I t haa been omy c years since the Cinurch was organized with six 

cabers, but now there were more than 12,000, not a l l from Kirtland. 
Tnere were converts from Canaaa and several of the northern Staee, and 
emigrants from England, a l l headeo for Missouri. 

No wonder the people along the way ivere i n wonaer.ment, and some 
of the ola settlers i n Missouri said, "Here is a chance to s e l l our 
Hue grass land that i s so hard to farm, but most of them said, just 
as the Jackson County people had said five years before, "Don't l e t 
them i n here, these people are Mormons and followers o f Joe Smith, the 
rTophet, who has predicited a te r r i b l e war between the North and the 
South, these people may think to bring i t about and turn the slaves 
loose upon us." So the travelers were misunderstood and coolly received. 

I t is true that they were strong believers in Joseph Smith's 
prophecies, for the very founaation of their r e l i g i o n is revelation. 
They believed God to be the same yesterday, today and for ever. Jesus 
once saiu to Peter, "Whom do you say that I , the son of Man am.» ana 
Peter said, "Thou art Christ, tne son of the l i v i n g God." and Jesus 
said unto him. " Blessed art thou Simon Barjona, flesh and blood has 
not revealed this unto thee, but my father, which a r t i n heaven." 

However, the travelers, at this time, were not thinking of Joseph's 
revelation on war; but the one on the glories of Missouri. The Prophet 
had said that Zion snail oe b u i l t upon this continent, the center of 
which would be i n Missouri; and the neople well knew the Zion meant 
a home of beauty ano oraer, where a righteous people would l i v e i n peace 
ana union. So, with joyous anticiapations, they moved toward Missouri, 
hoping they might be counted worthy of becoming that happy people. 

Tne Knight family arrivea with others at Farr West, Mo. some time 
i n June and was sent directly to a new location, twenty-five miles north 
June 2b, It3B- Brother Knight was appointed 3ishop, to preside over 
Adara-Ondi-Ahman. Tney bought a farm from Adam Hack, a justice of the 
peace, ana gave part payment for the same. 

A l l the family were aelighted with their new nome, and the children 
played at w i l l along the shady banks of the river there, during the 
summer a l l kinds of f r u i t s ana nuts grew i n abundance. 

Home were made and i n a few weeks even to7/ns were uu i l t . The 
people vere happy, inaeed, for they f e l t that Missouri was tneir nome, 
perhaps tneir Zion. 
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Tne new town ox' Aaam-Onai-Ah;,;an was particularly interesting to 

t'-e" for nere i t was that Adam once dwelt, said the Prophet, and walkea 
a-d talked with God. Here i t was tnat he and his aecenaants had b u i l t 
alters and ofi'erea sacriiices and to the joy of the Saints tnere was one 
cf those alters s t i l l standing on the bluff above the r i v e r , as an emblem 
cf an hallowed spot. 

V.'ith these sacred thoughts t h r i l l i n g their hearts, could this 
reor?le be other than true loyal citizens and very industrious. The 
•cla settlers, from the very beginning, although some of them had sold 
their iar.ds, were determined that the Saints should not l i v e among 
thea- witn no other excuse than they had an unpopular religion. 

In July of that summer the f-issourians refused the Saints the 
right of voting and the trouble was started. The Saints t r i e d to make 
-..-eice. Joseph Smith led out and oiferea nimself i n court to answer 
laise cnarges, hoping to save further trouble, and he t r i e d to reason 
vith some men i n authority and get them to agree to at least wait u n t i l 
the Saints had committed an offense cefore they were punished. I t was 
cf no use. The Government authorities were as aete?' ined as were the 
old settlers to have tnings go wrong. And more than that, some of 
tnese men i n authority w ere rogues in the extreme, and took pleasure 
in pointing out to the old settlers what wealth they would gain i n the 
coming land sales. Snould the Mormons be driven out, they could get 
possession of their homes without paying for them. The law must have 
an excuse f o r expulsion, so they formed mobs and aggravated the Saints 
by driving off their horses, sheep, cattle, hogs, etc and even burned 
houses and took prisoners, sending out word that they were torturing 
them. A l l the degraded characters i n the country soon learned that 
here was a change to practice their v i l l a i n y with no fear of punishment. 
A l o t of these characters surprised a l i t t l e town of Saints i n Hauns 
M i l and massacred nearly a l l of them. They f i r e d on De Witt and drove 
the Saints away. In fact a l l the scattered Saints i n every direction 
began to flee to the larger towns for protection. 

The Saints t r i e d for peace i n every way and appealed to the govern
ment for held, but were told that the quarrel was between them and the 
mcb, and they could settle i t among them selves. That was a l r i g h t , i f 
the Saints coula only feel free to defend themselves, i t would be a 
pleasure. One, Colonel Write, a Mormon, who held a commission i n the 
51th regiment soon had a force of volunteers determined to desperse the 
mob or ale i n the attempt. 

The mot were badly beaten, t e r r i b l y enraged and seeing they could 
not sue i. cod by force now resorted to strategy. They went home and 
emptied their log cabins and set f i r e to them sending reports to the 
authorities of the State that the Mormons were burning ana destroying 
a l l before them. This caused Governor Eorgs to c a l l out a mob-militia 
and give the Saints just ten days to leave the State, while the Saints 
begged to remain i n i'arr 7<est at least u n t i l spring. 

How Bishop Vinson Knight had no time to lose. Just ten days ana 
not half enough teams l e f t to move the people i n his ward. They got 
encouragement that tney might stay in Farr Vtest u n t i l spring and a few 
xen might go to and fro for four weeks to gather the remains of their 
crops. r;ishop Kmrht was lorcea to work in disguise, as every one who 
appeared to be a ieaaer was taken by the mob. 

I t had beer, hara for Vinson's wife to see their crops aistroyed 
and their cov.s -riven off to feed a greedy mob, while their own family 



v.cnt hungry, but now to be forced to leave a comfortable home, with 
her l i t t i e cMluren r igh t i n tne beginning of winter and l i v e , she 
Knew not where, but her f a i t 1 i n Goa's care never fa l t e red . Gathering 
Ur> a few clothes and bedding she was ready to go. 

Her husband was on the road helping others, but he sent one Bro. 
jisic alter them and the children, ever remembered the mud and the ra id 
and the ride of twenty-live nules under a q u i l t . Adaline was the f i r s t 
to recornize her father in uisquise. 

I t wis October and the miserable storms of a long dreary winter 
hac set i n earl ier than usual. The Saints were crowding into Farr Viest 
from, every direct ion, under any shelter they coula f i n d . They had 
been oriven and frightened from their homes without su f f i c i en t clotrdng 
fo r winter and there were not enough previsions i n Farr West to feed the 
-a l t i tude. Some of them were already sick and dying with exposure. 

Tne news of the Haun's M i l l Massacre added terror to the occasion. 
The freshet 's kind woros and good advice, while he exerted every e f f o r t 
•„o relieve their suf fe r ing , seemea to be their only comfort. 

In this sad condition they were forced to face the most appalling 
event of their experiences. Let us take the account of i t from the pen 
of one who was there. 

In Heber C. Kimball's Journal, he writes; 
"On the 30 of October, we discovered several thousand of the mob 

coming to Farr Y/est under pretense of being government troops. They 
passed thru our corn and wheat f i e l d s , making comDlete desolation of 
everything i n their way. 

"Brother Brigham Young and I were appointed captain of f i f t y i n 
a hurry and commanded to take our position r igh t i n the thorough fare 
on which the mob were seen advancing to The c i t y , momentarily anticipa
t ing the awful tragedy of a bloody massacre. Brother Joseph was with 
us, giving counsel. The word came that Joseph Smith and several others 
were to be given up, other wise the mob would massacre every man, woman 
and c h i l d . ' 

to + h ? T , ^ r f c i

n

X ™ r n ± a Z £° d | c i d e t 0 die or give up innocent men 
to the abuse of a lawless mob. Think of the suspense of that awful 
night, men, pale as death, women, f r a n t i c , knowing f u l l wel l they were 
helpless i n t h e hands of rascalls, men who cared not fo r law nor order 
Every man and woman i n the c i t y had time enough curing the uark hours ' 
oi that sleepless night to decide in their own hearts whether they 

. T t t r ^ 1 ^ ™ 6 t 0 i h f i , a ± t h ° r n C t * T h e y > * h o * e r e n o t ^ep rooted i n their i a i t h were shaken o f f as loose leaves, fo r they saw an escape. 

SiS Z a C h f C ? t h a t 3 1 1 h e l 1 * a s against? tony count 
nim a Prophet, now? Is not this the end of his work? J u s t turn him 
over to the mob and save their own l ives . " 

Brother Vinson, what tninkest thou? Thy oear motner's eyes are 
watching you from a distance, her arms seem to reach out to you as 
i t were, your brothers can remind ycu that you have seen only t r i a l s 
since you l e f t your l i t t l e home i n Perrysburg. Why not return with your 
vf« P e a . 6 a n d T S a l t h a R d c o m f o r t of that former home? Nay, 

t n

a r t l ? t b l U e \ f n y l a i t h ^ l n t e ^ * the cause' o f ' Christ i s too great to oe shaken by t r i a l s . Tnou hast taken upon toy 
sell tne name of Christ and ast w i l l i n g to bear h-

g 1 0 D e a r his cross. Ke, l i ke 



vi would defent the l i f e of their leaders. However, some on* 
V.iter"'for tne aay nas dawned, and another Judas has shown the 

u xalien, 
,,.sS of his i a i t h . 

rn„ iropnet, with many others, are oetrayed into the hands of the 
t u t they are w i l l i n g prisoners, ready to suffer wnatever comes 

ar.V save the c i t y . 

=;*ve the c i t y , nothing w i l l save the c i t y , Heber C Kimball writesJ 
X l 7th of November, the mob professing to be the regular m i l i t i a 

'* ' " . S t a t e of Missouri, numbering about 7,000 surrounded f a r r West, 
'""'on were a l l taken prisoners and then marched a short distance into 

> r i i o i ' wnere Col. Lucas had previously apointeo his cannon i n f u l l 
- ' so that i f we f a i l e d to lay down our arms, he could easily sweep 
*"* " ' ^ i n eternity, which was his design. V.e were then formed into a 

iSrsouare and commanded by Col. Lucas to ground arms and deliver up 
v JeaDons of war, although they were our private property. After 

'nr"marched back a short distance on the public square, we were then 
f creed into a hollwr square near the house of widow Beeman.^ 

The mob commenced plundering the citizens of their bedding, money 
i n E apparel, and everything of value they could lay their hands upon. 

*** /property was destroyed by the burning of houses* logs, r a i l s , 
* ' c r i e s , boards, etc. The use of corn and hay, the k i l l i n g of cattd* 
•*' "'" h o g s etc. and a i l t h i s , witnout regard to owners, or asking leaT? 
' "'"anyone. In the meantime, men were abused and women -insulted and 

• eaten with violence by the troops, while the men were kept prisoners. 
u

 v, e r e compelled at the points of bayonets to sign a deed of tr u s t f o r 
"'. e purpose of making our individual property l i a b l e , as they said to 

v a l l the debts of persons belonging to the Church, and also a l l • 
' 1-ages the old inhabitants of Davis County might have sustained i n 

resequence 0 f the d i f f i c u l t i e s i n that county. 

V.ben we walked up to sign the deed of t r u s t , to pay those assassions 
. a r TOoraering our brethren and sisters and their children, ravishing 
Ircme of our sisters to death, robbing us of our lands ana possea to 
» u s cast down and sorrowful. But I t e s t i f y , as an eye witness that 
* -e brethren rejoiced and praised the Lord and kicked up their heels aad 
•""r.ankeo God, taking j o y f u l l y the spoiling of their goods. There were 
__ges, magistrates and Methodist, Presbyterian, Campbellite and other 

sectarian priests, who stood by and saw a l l this going on, exulting 
srver us and i t seemed to make them aore angry, that we bore our mis-

^rtunes cheerfully. Judge Cameron said, with an oath, "see those 
crraatures laugh and kick up their heels, They are whipped, but not 
TT onquered." 

Although they had permission from the Sta^e government to remain 
, -. i'ar West u n t i l spring, they were ready to leave i n the midst of 
*-:nter and God only knows where. God did know where. His s p i r i t gave 
' :am comfort, while he guided them onward. He softened the hearts of 
* .e people i n Quincy, 111, and many other places, where the Saints found 
f elter u n t i l spring. 

The Knight family found refuge with some friends jn Pike County, 
" - . where a baby boy was born to them.. They named mm Rudolpus Elderkin 

H-javen bless those unconquered heroes, who had courage to clang tp 
-\r religion, with so many disappointments. 

On leaving Missouri, they had not given up the hope of building up 
* i ranch of Zion somewnere. .' 
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They aid not blame the old settlers altogether, but p a r t i a l l y 
themselves, remaps God had allowed them to be sent away from Missouri 
for the present. 

There were many classes of people among them, who though their 
hearts were converted, time only could bend their natures to oe governed 
by a United Order. Ohl time, how long art thou? 

Tne recent happenings i n Missouri only prove how human nature w i l l 
violate law and order. George ..ashington and others were inspired to 
form a glorious Constitution, with religious freedom for i t s standard. 
Ivery one became converted to that kind of government, yet here we fi n d 
r.unareas of people more than seventy years afterwards violating these 
_aws by robbing and driving and murdering their fellow citizens because * 
of tneir religious belief. Tne Saints w i l l have the hope that time 
h i l l straighten the ruf f l e s of nature and teach each and a l l to live by 
righer laws. Then w i l l the people of iossouri see their mistake and 
tnen w i l l the Saints return and build up the center stake of Zion. 

The spring of 1»39 finds the Saints gathering together again, BtiXt 
hopeful, though weakened i n health. Many of their number have deserted 
the cause and returned to their former homes, but their places are more 
than f i l l e d by new members. I spite of the persecution their numbers 
are rapidly growing and a home f o r a c i t y must be found f o r the exile Sainta. 

Brother Joseph, who had been i n Missouri on false-charges ia now 
with them again. He hears of a change to get land i n I l l i n o i s , and he 
with Alason Ripley and Vinson Knight are choseri as a committee to go to 
Hancock County, and select the new town site. They decided on Commerce 
Hancock County, and ,ought 135 Acres from Huge fihite, for which they 
agreed to pay £5,000 , also a large farm lying west of the White purchase 
of Dr. Isaac Gallay f o r ^9,000. 

Before leaving Quincy, they held a conference, May u, i n the 
Presbyterian Camp Grounds near Qunicy. 

Brother Knight had been bishop, protem, since his appointment i n 
Adam-Ondi-Anman u n t i l tonis conference when he was appointed bishop 
in r e a l i t y , and after that the pnrchase of many acres of land for the 
Cnurch was entrusted to him and he helped to lay out several townsites. 

The Saints soon moved to the new location, but the country was 
swampy and the air f u l l of malaria, and i n their weakened state they were 
ready victims for disease, Tnere was sickness i n every camp, thus the 
f a i t h of the people was tested i n another extreme. As the hot summer 
months passed by, they worked and prayed, were blessed and healed. They 
drained the lanos which improved the climate and were ready i n the f a l l 
for another s p i r i t u a l feast at another conference time. Bishops were 
appointed for three wards, N.K. Vnhitney for the middle Yterd. Edward 
Cartridge 01 the T'pper V.ard and Vinson Knight of the lower Ward. 

The Saints were now growing so rapidly and working so industriously 
that in only two or three years, the world began to hear of a remarkable 
city called Nauvoo. It was located on the east bank of the Mississippi 
River on the incline of a hill that sloped gradually to the water's 
euge. Here the river was a mile wide and swept around the city in a 
naif circle. r 



Tne city was remarkable because of i t s rapid growth, having 9000 inhabi-* 
"-nose many virtues were noticed by foreigners. 

O.o vi s i t o r wrote to his friena as follows, having found conditions 
it e to what he had expected; " I sought i n vain for anything that bore 

°ta*"k of immorality. I could see no loungers on the streets, or any cLrunk-
' about the taverns. I heard not an oath i n the place aim saw not a gloomy 
-•ena^ce a l l were cheerfull, polite and inaustrious." 

-rct«er Knight, l i k e other w i l l i n g workers, was engaged i n a l l kinds of 
•• —«cs affairs ior tne Cnurch and City, he was elected a member of the f i r s t 
"... ~-.-_xcil m .-'e'" l r t i i l . He -as a member oi' many committees and an instructor 
f.r.er cc^anities.. I f 3rc. Joseph were away, i t was he, who looked after 
Tints of "ie family, he was always ready to look after the widows and the 

- ;ir_s. --o bright, uith other bishops organized the Ltsser Priesthood on 
ii-- £1, 1-U.. 

Cn "cnday, June 7, 18L1, he with many others accompanied Bro. Joseph to 
sisscari for a t r i a l on a false charge. Vinson Knight was introduced into the 
[/-ige of Uasons by Joseph Smith himself, Ar»ril 13, l8ii2, and he was a member 
of the Nauvoo Agriculture ianufacturing association. He was one of the Prophet'i 
l i f e truaras in the Hauvoo Legion. 

Thus Vinson's time and talents were spent for the Church f o r his family 
r.i for his country. Nor was he an exception. As a rule "tne men and women 
r.-ked the same. Trials, persecution and poverty had driven selfishness from 

tneir hearts, refined their thoughts and actions and united them i n brotherly 
r . i sisterly love. Tnus i t was easy to build a famous c i t y , that began so 
oon to loom up and cast a l i g h t over the sea of humanity that would attract 
attention. 

Such a people had no need to be concerned over the loss of Missouri for 
f they continued i n righteousness they might build a Zion where ever they went, 
he people were not sorro7/ful or sad i n the natures but cheerful and pleasure 
loving and indulged i n a l l kinds of wholesome sports, which were usually begun 
ntn singing ano prayer. Bro. Joseph taught them to pray without ceasing or 
lways have a prayer i n their hearts. 

Ke was once over come with the s p i r i t of revelation while walking with his 
retnren upon the street, his brother, Hyrum and Vinson Knight carried him 
uictly thru the school room to his office above. They thought perhaps he was 
conversing with angels, as he had done many times before and Vinson prayed i n 
E heart that a comforting ---.ord might come to him from the Lord thru Brother 
ceph, that he might know the Lord's w i l l concerning himself. To his great 
I i gnt, when the revelation was written Vinson's prayer had been answered, 
was a long revelation and i s recorded i n the 12hth Section of the Doctrine 
i Covenants. I t gives instructions to the Prophet about building the Nauvoo 
i'. e, and there is also advice and comfort to many people. The words directly 

to .'inson, read as follows; "And there are others, also who wish to know my 
i l l concerning them for they have asked i t at my hands. Therefore I say unto 
:u concerning my servant Vinson Knight, i f he w i l l do my w i l l , l e t him put 
tock into that house for himself and for his generations after him, form gen

t-ration to generation. Ano l e t him l i l t up nis voice long and loud i n the midst 
tr.e people, to plead the cause of the poor and the needy, and l e t him not 

I i i i neither l e t his heart f a i n t ; and I w i l l accept of his offering,?; for they 
• i i l not be unto me as the offerings of Cain, for he shall be mine, Saith 
a Lora." 



"Let nis family rejoice and turn away their hearts from a i T l i c t i o n ; for 
1 have chosen him ana anointea him, ana he shall be honorea i n the miast of 
.is "use, for I w i l l forgive a l l his sins, saith the Lora, Amen." 

Arc again i n the same revelation, he is callea to the office of Presiding 
i fhrp. Th« H i s t verse r.aas;. "Ana again I say unto you, I give unto you, 
,ir_: n .anight, Samuel H, Smith and Shauracn Rounoy, i f he w i l l receive i t , to 
•resics over the bishopric, A knowledge of saia bishopric i s given unto you 
- --e 3ook of Doctrine and Covenants." 

7ne magnanimity of tnese glorious words causes one to pause i n wonaer-
re=*.- '<e t 2 n n a r c L L y realize witnout thinking for a moment, that tne -Uoru nim
ble:, -ne Sreat Creator of the Universe nas actually spoken to our dear grand-
:*uvir i n this revelation ana has tenoerly given him woras of comfort ana 
encouragement. To supply the wants of the poor and the needy i n those t e r r i b l e 
wars of poverty and persecution, must have hung heavily upon grandfather's 
boulders. 

-Let him not fail, neither let his heart faint and I will accept of his 
ffirings, for they shall not be unto me as the offerings of Cain, for He 
ha.ll by mine, saith the Lord.n 

Snail we lay aside the pen and c a l l this l i t t l e sketch finished. With • 
hess precious words they seem to be the answer to his heart's desire. He 
as one with the Lord what satisfaction this must have been, what a. glorious 
ewara f o r the struggle of l i f e . 

Tes, we must close for there i s l i t t l e l e f t to write, but a few months 
ere of work when he became i l l and was called to the Great Beyond, and i t 
s no use to question his sad and untimely death. 

Dear Grandfather, as thy descendants and, knowing what we have gained thru 
e gospel, which thou so nobly defended and to which thou remained true to the 
«a 01 thy mortal l i f e , under such t e r r i b l e persecutions, we laud thy memory 
.d pause to read once more the words of that wonder f u l blessing from the lord: 

"Let his family rejoice and turn away their hearts from a f f l i c t i o n for I 
ave chosen him and anointea him and he shall be honorea i n the midst of hi« 
cuse for I w i l l forgive a l l his sins, saith the Lord.«' 

Oh would that we could 
Freaks of nature control, 
To graft into our hearts 
Some of thy noble soul. 

According to Gilbert Belnap's writings, Vinson Knight died July 30 I81i2 
t hauvoo, Hancock county, 111. * 3 * 4 4 
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JiAilTHA MCBRLDE KHIGHT 

:.irtha -clride Knight was born in Chester, Orange or „asnington County, 
j ;crk, -arch 17, lbO^, the youngest aaugnter oi Daniel iicEriae ana Abigail 

Sr.e inheritea a aeeply religious temperament with high ideals oi" honor 
\."~ integrity from her lather, v.ho was a Campb-lite minister, was a dainty 
•^fwle woman, witn line delicate features, gray-blue eyes and dark hair. In 

early icmannood, she "Run the spinning wneel and plied her needle on woolen 
r ; • ana yards and yards of linen made from the wool and f l a x , raised on their 
;*rr..' Her chiloren and her grandchildren take price in boasting oi' her line 
ĵ .,...iswork i n her later l i i e . She was a great reaaer, particularly of the 
i*s l y pap e rs ana auring the Spanish-American 7/ar was thoroughly conversant on 
i l l military operations, curing the last twenty years of her l i f e , she was 
ai.Ie to read without ner spectacles, which she had used f o r a number of years 
rrevicusly. 

Sne married Vinson Knight, a t h r i f t y farmer, July 26, 1&25. They lived 
r i r i l y and contented at Perrysburgh, New York, and acquired considerable 
TC-th from their crops of wheat, potatoes, corn, hemp and f l a x maple trees, 
•hich were tapped for sugar and syrup, f r u i t , stock horses^ sheep and a large 
flock of geese, u n t i l the Prophet Joseph Smith and Farley P. Pratt called at 
tneir home on the evening of March 21, lo3u, and preached to them the gospel 
c-f Jesus Christ. The vi s i t o r s were received by her husband at f i r s t with some 
r?iuctancy, as Joseph Smith and his doctrines had been the laughing stock of 
tne people for some time, but being a generous man, he could not refuse them 
in evening's entertainment, and their doctrines awakened an everlasting i n 
terest ana reverence i n the hearts of this couple, as they embracea the gospel 
of Jesus Christ as taught by the Prophet i n the spring of 1831*. 

..hen the other members of the Church planned to go to Ohio, to build 
the city of Kirtland and a temple, the burning testimony of the d i v i n i t y of 
the gospel impelled them to leave their wealth and comfortable home and journey 
r i t h their children, Almira, Rizpah, Aaaline and James i n June, 1035, one hun
dred and t h i r t y five miles by stage coach and canal boat to Kirtland, Ohio, 
mere they assisted i n builaing the c i t y ana the temple and spent two years of 
probably the most peaceful days of early church history. She received her 
patriarchal blessing from Father Smith, June 2u, 1835 ana shared i n the glorious 
r inifestations incident to the building ana dedication of the Kirtland Temple. 
*, sen Nathaniel was born to them Dec. 31, 1835 and died Oct. 31, 1836. 

Htr f a i t h i n Goa and loyalty to the church never faltered thru the dark 
cuyfi of I837, when dissatisfaction and apostasy crept into the f o l d , due to 
t-.e failure of their bank witn others through out the nation, ana the absence 
t : the Prophet i n seeking a gathering place for the Saints at Farr west, where 
the family moved with the boay of the Saints i n the Spring of I838, settling 
n Hcam-Once-Ahman, where her husband was bishop, nor through the persecutions 

w.vit followed by mob violence, when they were forced by an order of Governor 
-c~rs to leave their log cabins and flee for safety. The Knight family found 

~e -,;ith some friends in Pike County, Uo., where another son, Rudolphus 
kin vas born to them. Her faithfulness and f i d e l i t y to the gospel cintinuei 



ut les that fo l lov.ea , her husbana being chosen by the pr-.cciet 
• curh tne t r ° t Q a s s i s X / him i n the select ion o i a new townsi te , C c ^ e r c e , 
- Uason nip J w n e r e tne b e a u t i f u l C i ty of Nauvoo was b u i l t , the 
.^cck County, ^ i c h t n e y b o t h shared, as he was retained as bishop and 
- : - s i b i f l t j r

 d b i s h o p of the Lower Ward and she was ac t ive i n as r e s t i n g 
. c r r i r d s a p , ^ ^ s u n e r i n e s of her f r iends through a l l t h e i r t r i a l s , ana 

t r .e r e f - * x . t n e f i r s t Re l ie f Society, organized Mar. 17, 10u2. 

husband died July 31 , 1 ° ^ , she was sealed to the Prophet Josepn 
r , e r - a™- i n t i m a t e l y associated wi th him i n the t r i a l s t ha t f o i - r r e a . 

S- i th » M ' Prophet, when he mounted the frame bu i l a ing and u t t e red prcpnecies 
c-8 s^r J » P £ ^ f u l f i i i e d . She saw the prophet being ca r r i ed by 

o i . t h e Carthage J a i l and heard him say, "Brother Cahoon, have tne 
***** T i c ana the doors hung to my sepulchre . " She, l i k e Mary who ia_£xened 
f i r . - r s aa o i n t m e n t s to tne sepulchre o i Jesus Chr i s t , was one o i i 2 e 
, i t . - s ? x c H ^ 5 remains ana blood stained clothes a f t e r the a w f u l t ragedy 
: ''r?t L r t v r d a m of the propnet, and obtained a lock of h i s h a i r , whic^ sne 
fr: *'" e P e r i s h e d . She was present at the meeting, when the mantle o f Joseph 

K > ! i l upon Brigham Young. She shared the horrors of the e x p u l s i o n ^ the 
L from t h e i r b e a u t i f u l Ci ty of Nauvoo and was married to heber C K i m b a l l 
hen at . . inter Quarters a c h i l e was born to them, which oiea . She craved 

~ r i l s and v ic i s s i tuaes of the journey across the p la ins , a r r i v i n g r^r. 
t - t * l i k e C i ty , a-out Sept. 17, lb50 w i t h her mother, A b i g a i l lacBride, z ^ r 
^ u r n t t r , Adaline Knight Eelnap and her husbana, Gi lbe r t Belnap and t h e i r 
icr."G3loert R. Belnap. 

She made her home w i t h her daughter, Adaline i n Ogden and assisted i n 
« .. orcanization of the f i r s t Re l i e f Society i n Ogden C i t y , which was B * l a 

r tne City Council House on the Tabernacle Square, January o, lb5&, at 
hAch she was sustained as f i r s t counselor to Patience De l i l ah Pierce ra_mer, 

tne f i r s t president, G i l b e r t R. Belnap now l i v i n g , remembers d i s t i n c t l y 
hat his grandmother, Martha McBriae Knight and his mother Adaline K n i g h t 
elnao were members of the committee of the Rel ief Society, who dressed 
n e f rozen and bleeding f e e t of the members of the Handcart Company, wh ich 
ere brought to Ogden by a scouting par ty , cared f o r t h e i r wants and p r e n d e d 
omes f o r them u n t i l t h e i r recovery. I n company w i t h her daughter, Aoa_ane 

'no her husband, G i lbe r t Eelnap, she moved to Hooper i n 1569, where she was 
ct ive i n Rel ie f Society work and spent the l a s t days of her mor ta l l i f e , 

phich ended Nov. 20, 1901 i n her 96 year. 
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The Life's Story oi' Adaline K. Eelnap 
by 

Lola Belnap Coolbear 

RECOLLECTIONS OF HER EARLY YOUTH 
Tne death oi" Vinson Knight was not the only trouble for the family. They 
r u r i e Q the two younger children, Rudolphus, who was born after coming to 

.""0 and "'artha Abigail, who v<as born i n Pike County, Lio. HOT was this a l l . 
*experienced a greater t r i a l than death, i f that were possible. The 

"'- ««?t oaughter, unto wnom the mother looked for so much comfort, l e f t the 
She was sewing wherever she could get work to support herself ana 

"•̂n the otners, when her employment brought her to the home of a widower 
r--e"> Stodaard. He was an apostate, whose heart was f u l l of bitterness toward 

•*TC cnurcn. He aeceivea Aimira with a smooth tongue and told a l l manner of 
. -•rue stories about her people, and the f i r s t that the mother knew she had 

-ried this man was when she came to bid them a l l good-bye. 

Vinson Knight was having a brick house b u i l t when he died and his widow 
„cceeded i n getting i t finished and moved i n with her three remaining children 

J.- : ah, Adaline and James. 

Adaline, belonging on our side of the family, we wish to follow her more 
rj."sely« Sne haa a f a i n t remembrance of the l i t t l e town of Perrysburg, where 
r-.e was born, of ner lather's farm, with i t s hemp, fl a x , maple trees, i t s 
ec-p and nogs and geese. She can remember the good-byes to loved ones, and 

t_-.e t r i p down to Kirtlanu, where she can remember the f i r s t temple being 
»-ilt, and her father having charge of the keys, and working so closely with 
Josepn Smith, ana being taught i n the school of the Prophets. She also 
-cmerabers her father's taking an apostate out of the Temple on his back and 
getting his coat torn from the t a i l to the collar. 

She remembers a long tedious trip from Kirtlana to Missouri and their 
ew home in Adam-Cndi-Ahman, wnere her father was bishop protem. During that 
*jnmer she played with her sisters up and down the banks of the Grand River 

ana gathered flowers, fruits ana nuts, not £"J.lly realizing the terrible 
trials her parents were enduring. She knew that a mob robbed them of their 
cov.s and drove them from the town. t 

Their f i r s t year i n Kauvoo was a hard one. Her l i t t l e system struggled 
r tn malaria, like others, u n t i l the climate improved. Her long illness and 
their being forced to move from one town to another prevented her from getting 

•zr-. of an education. She attenaea school i n Nauvoo a few months fo r two or 
ree winters, and those fev; scnool aays are long rememberea ones f o r Adaline. 
ey nau the bank of the great Mississippi River for a play ground, and i n 

i :c. inters frozen glare of ice, where they could glide for miles at noon time. 

How well she remembers one day before her father aiea of a l i t t l e 
citement i n school. The children were busy when the school room door was 

tarefu l l y openea ano two gentlemen enterea, earring the limp form of Josepn 
Lr.it,n. The chiiaren a l l sprang to their feet, for Brother Joseph lay helpless 
:n their arms, his neaa resting on his brotner's shoulder, his face pale as 

i t h , but his eyes were open, though he seemea not to see things earthly. 



_\ teacher quieted them by t e l l i n g them that Brother Joseph was i n a revelation^; 
A they were carrying him to his office aLove the school room. That same 

r ^ s l a t i o n ^ s recorded i n Sec. 12i* of the Joctrine ana Covenants and was a 
r* r o r t to Adaline a l l during her after l i f e , as i t speaks of her father and 
~̂ family? t e l l s his family to rejoice for their father's sins are forgivenj 

chosen ana anointea and shall be honorea i n tne midst of his house. 
•> s 
5ome of Adaline's fondest recollections a l l her l i f e are of the Prophet 

• sevtij f° r s h e s a T V nearly every day i n the early part of her l i f e . Sne 
t-aw" uo under his teachings. Sne eould always f e l l the influence of an Holy 
r"i- r i x ' wneh near him, ana realized that he was a man who was continually 
;V^-ur4ng with Heavenly leings. The Lord was restoring the Gospel of Jesus 
* --ist arid laying the foundation of His Church i n the last aays, and Brother 
"TVtgnh was being taught and aeveioped oy the Lord Himself. 
v ' * * f " * 

;,e cannot think to descriue Joseph Smith and his l i f e ' 5 work, for that is 
--trayed i n the l i f e sketches of his apostles and his many colaboreres. I t 

r , s tola again and again i n Church History. Volumes of books have been compiled 
from his teachings. 

" I believe him to be one of the greatest prophets that ever lived." says 
Adaline. 

She remembers of being baptized i n the Mississippi River by Lyman Wight ;: 
when she was ten years old. 

Chapter I I 

Mother's Love Story 

The new brick house afforded some support f o r the family, for they lived 
i n the upstair rooms, and rented the lower part to Brother George Grant .and 
family, but the t r i a l s that the saints had to endure were made harder for the 
family without a Father. 

Not once was the Church without persecution, though Nauvoo was rapidly 
growing and the people thriving, yet an outside element continually kept up 
a disturbance over the religious belief of the people and kept the nation 
supplied with falsehoods. 

The Saints had not yet a l l moved to Nauvoo, some few remaining i n Kirtland. 

Uncle Ruben McBride was there yet, but came some times to Nauvoo on business 
and to see after the wants of his widowed sister and her family. 

One time he said to Adaline, who was favorite niece of his, "There i s a 
young man i n town, whom I want you to set your cap for . He is a convert from 
Canada, and has been laboring as a missionary i n New York and other places. 
He has lived at my house some of the time, and came here from Kirtland with 
a company of saints. He is to remain i n the c i t y , so I w i l l bring him up to 
see you a l l before I go home." 

7/e might say that Adaline was almost a woman at LU, f o r her father's death 
had thrown her on her own responsibility, and naturally she had womanly ways, 
had always been a favorite a?ong her playmates at school but the :.oys well knew 
that they must behave i n her presence, especially did she pride herself on being 
".oiest and ladylike in a l l her woras ana actions and manner of dress. '• 



o r 

t i >. vS c-.ms d j<*s wing remark of eucie lieuben's but not l i k e l y to od 
-olten by her at least. 

• , 0 t knowing what day they might step i n , each day was one of expectancy 
preparation for Adaline. Wash aay was tiresome day, but she made every-

* r.-'r tidy and then hastenea up to her room to dress i'or the al'ternoon. 

because oi' having rented so much of the house, the g i r l s bedroom was 
„_.-j-ed at the end of the hall near the broad stair landing, usually i t 

•*''<*iucely partitioned with curtains, but touay the curtains were i n the wash, 
'.-lane unrobed herself and shook out her shiny black curls before the mirror, 

*~T2S a l i t t l e proud of her curls and not ashamed of her spotless complexion.. 
s 5 rished she might be a l i t t l e t a l l e r . She cri t i c i z e d herself, unconscious 
*.-,\t she was clothed i n innocent loveiness, just approaching womanhood, l i k e 
4 rosebud, whose delicate petals were beginning to unfold and reveal the beauty 
./r_ature hidden i n their depths. 

This young man must be very interesting for Uncle Reuben to want to bring 
:_-j5 nere. Vi'ould he be good looking? Sne smiled at setting her cap for a 
stranger. V-'hat was his name? Gilbert Belnap, how funny. 

just then the front aoor opened, and remembering the absence of the 
-_rtains, she had just enough time to catch a clean dress from the hook and 
-..-row i t over her head ana jerk i t on, turning her back to the s t a i r lanc&jji 
r - i l e she fastened i t down the front. 

There were two gentlemen, one Uncle Reuben, she could t e l l his walk, and 
t:.e other could i t be ? She turned her head a t r i f l e and caught a 
rlimpse of the stranger as he passed along the h a l l and disappeared in her 
•other's rooms. Two smiling black eyes had met her own. She noticed he 
".ad black curls and a black nustache, waxed and curled i n beaucatchers, almost 
Riding a dimple i n each cheek. The suddenness of their presence excited her, 
ind her mind might have been carried away with vain imaginations, but ju s t 
then her sister came running up the stairs. She threw up her hands and exclained. 
•Oh Adaline, did you stana there that way when they came up the stairs?" 
Tes, Tfhy?" "Why you have on mother's wrapper and i t i s caught up i n the 
:ack u n t i l I can see your underwear." Adaline flushed and sat down, weak andi 
trembling. "Oh, never mind, just put on your own dress and come i n and meet'f'-
the young man." No persuasion could convince A-aline that she would ever cars 
to meet him. She preferred to be a lone and struggle with her own confusion, 
or was she prepared to meet him the next time he came i n with Uncle Reuben, 

fie was reading and tr i e d to hide her flushed cheeks u n t i l she could make her 
c 'rape but the third time she was forced to meet him for her mother and sister 
•..ere out and she was frying some l i t t l e cakes for her dinner on Sister Grant's 
stove, because she had a f i r e . Sister Grant said, Adaline, a young man has 
rone up the stairs, and I believe i t is the stranger that was here the other 
say. Adaline shoved the cakes i n the oven,, i n her confusion, and t r i e d to 

Ik indifferently up the stairs, but she bit her lips with a tinge of anger 
'• she found him seated i n the h a l l , with perfect ease, as i f he f e l t at 

She thought he might have remained standing u n t i l he was bidden to be 
'̂--ated. He was so pleasant and looked so handsome, and he had just stepped 
n to arrange for the funeral that was i n the ward. He was thoughtful and 
:se.T:ed to have a care for the widowed family. Fearing they would have no other 
Chance to ride he offerea them a place with others in a coach, he had made 
himself, for he haa learned the wheelwright trade. Sne was alone, she explained, 
-ut he told of several others that would ride i n his coach, and she consented , 

en 
:cme 



, -np to her sell', as she returned to her cakes, of the ride, and knowing 
t a* n i Coacn to oe one of the finest i n town, enclosed with glass doors, and •) 

l i k e mirrors and he woulc be on top as the driver. "Why Adaline, 
s--^ ^e'^ beauty spot, saia Sis. Grant. She looked hurriedly i n the glass 
:-"jU

 e enough there was a big black spot on her cheek. I t brought back 
Memory of her previous trouble. But she consolea herself that it was J 

t n e ' a ban and managed to be ready when the coach drove up. 
:.ct so 

After t h i s , when Adaline met her friends, there were question mark 
csions on the faces of a l l of them- of the g i r l s , to know where she found 

s r f J e & hanasome young nan. Some of them told her that he looked altogether 
5 ' c R

o l d f o r her,"and the boys warned her that he looked l i k e an outsider, 
t h e y beared for her safety. This made Aoaline f e e l sure that they only 
e £ i h e r s 0 she f e l t a l i t t l e proud to accept his invita t i o n to go to the 

**?^us not. realizing that further trouble awaited ner. The day before the 
fve circus a t e r r i b l e storm arose. The wind blew and the rain f e l l , and so " 

the circus tents,- leaving the seats unprotected from the storm, but tha • 
"nimals were safe i n the shelter of their cages. So word was sent out that 
JjJe people might view the animals free of charge i n the al'ternoon/ 

I t was an interesting couple that walked slowly down to tne show grounds 
•rem the Knight's residence. Adaline began to f e e l quite at home with Mr. . 
"elnao. Everything,was wet and slippery, and no one could s i t on the seats, 
*r course, but * r . Belnap suggested that they stand on the seats that they 
-•*rht see the animals better. I t s being so interesting to assist and be 
assisted o v e r slippery planks, they forgot to stop u n t i l the* la s t plank 
...as reached. He thought the seats did not f e e l any to safe, so they walked on 
a few steps that they might stand near a brace. Just then the props began to 
*ea*cen and the planks to sway. Adaline looked frightened, but her companion, 
realizing the aanger threw one arm around her waist and jumped backwards, and 
aitnougn i t was a great distance to the ground, they landed safely on their 
feel just as the whole thing f e l l with an awful crash i n front of thenr. How-
strong and brave he was, how thoughtful i n the presence of danger. I t was 
his quick thought and presence of mind that saved them from an awful f a l l . 
Ke was her hero and she leaned toward him with a f e l l i n g of confidence. 

A few weeks absence from home sufficed to prove to Adaline ihat a l l t h a 
trouble she had been having was caused by the bashfulness of youth and un-̂  
necessary worry. 

She met a lady one day who had just come from Nauvoo and she spoke of 
a I T . Belnap, and that he was paying attention to some young lady i n Nauvoo,v 

w.-iereupon Adaline decided to return home, and any way Aunt Margaret was sick 
ano she must go home and l e t her mother come and see her sister. 

She found that Mr. Belnap had paid attention to no young lady, but had . 
cniy been kind to her sister and mother i n her absence, and he had certainly 
v.on them over. 

The religious troubles i n Nauvoo had increased t e r r i b l y . The persecution 
cf Missouri were being continued. In I l l i n o i s the Mormons were being f r i g h t 
ened, mobbed and threatened. Jj*. Eelnap had teen appointed one of Joseph Smith's 
-ooy guards, and he had the care of old Tom, the beautiful black horse that 
Joseph rode. Gilbert had won a place i n the hearts of the Uormon People. He 
*..as so couragious, feared no 'aanger, yet tender and kihd. He gave his whole 
time as a servant of the neeay where ever they were. There was great need of 
sucn friends. Oh, how can we describe the suffering of those days. 



' r-p was an honest, Goa-fearing people, industrious enough to change * 
T n e r e was an c i t ^ w n o s e t o v , e r s g l i s t e n e a along the sun kisserr 

- ' s h y VississiPDi. Let us turn the leaf , we cannot aescriue tne ais-
0 1 + I : - , suiiering of tne peoole, nor the cruel rauraer of the Prophet 

..ointment ana v i v i d l A d a l ine remembers a lew last speeches of brother 
n i S Z seeied to know that his death was near. She remembers he mounted 

• 5 C ' - n * Vii loing and made a speech to his people ano propnesiea so many things 
re frame t.i^ioing ^ i i v e Q ^ s g e ^ r u ; L r i : L l e o : . S h e s a w him when he 
" a t * e r ! taken to Cartnage between two armed men. he seemed to know his l a t e , 
" 5 1 5 6 1 L S a him ca l l to her neighbor and say, "Brother Cahoon, have the f loors 
r r ^ ' i S doors hung to my sepulchre." She went wi th her mother to see the 
* l S the Prophet ana his brotner, Hyrum af ter tney had been murdered. 
N - 6 S them cut a lock oi nair lrom Brother Joseph's head and give some to 
•:' S b e r wmch she now keeps as a treasure, A reeling of horror now f i l l s 

f 'heart when she thinks of the four tubs f u l l of bloody clothes she saw out-
! f T e of that house of mourning. 

Adaline was present at the meeting when Brigham Young spoke i n the v o i c a -
- rather" Joseph, and at the conference, wnich sustained him as their leaner. 

^e peoole were preparing to leave Nauvoo, for there was no peace or res t 
J Z l i n the East, so they aecided, with the help of the Lord ana Brignam 

I T J E f o r ^ h e S leader, to cross the unknown plains to the Rocky fountains. 

I t was an awful undertaking and especially for a fatherless family of 
vnirfits, so Adaline, though so young, decided to marry Mr. Belnap, and her 
raster had already married Andrew Gibbons. The wedding was to oe on the 

of December 21, lou$. A few of the young people had gathered and a 
" S i l t t n ^ e r e having. Apostle Heber C. Kimball had been inv i ted to 
Z Y o r l Tto ceremony but tne evening was passing and he had f a i l e d to appear, 
Z ^ s e r i o u s n e s s of the occasion seemed to pass away and Adeline was the 
A r t i e s t of the crowd. Bro. Kimball had returned to his home from a meeting 
,n7was about to re t i r e f o r the night when he remembered the ceremony he was^ 
£ performTso he hurried over, tho i t was la te , even ten o'clock. The clock; 
str iking just as they joined hands fo r the event. -

Two hearts beat as one, 
Two lives just begun, 
L i f e ' s object rewarded 
As angels recorded 
The clock struck ten. 

A child bride so young arid beaut i ful , fourteen years of age, with a mats of 
i , i a c k curls around her shoulaers so innocent looking i n a daintly whit= f rock , 
made by her own hands, finishea o f f at the neck and sleeves with narrow lace 
and r o l l s of pink ribbon, ho less handsome was the briaegroom, twenty-lour 
-ears old a l i t t l e wiser looking pernaps. bluer Kimball married them he said, 
with the same power, using the same ceremony as would be used m the new temple 
when i t would be completea. 

As soon as the temple was ready the older people were admitted f i r s t , and 
when this couple were admittea they had the ceremony repeatea i n the House oi 
the Lord, sealing them f o r time and a l l eternity. 

I t ras a t r i a l fo r the people to leave their c i ty and their temple which 
thov had "buil t , when being so terrible persecuted, but they were forced to _ 
a ^ n leave the country, and this time, i n the winter, crossing the Lississ ippi 

on the ice . For about three weeks the people camped i n wagons and tents 
•Mver 



ong Sugar Creek, a short distance lrwn i,u« CI.~ 
that the McEriaes livea near there so that Martha Knight ana ner son stayed 
..ith her brother, Samuel (?) llcBrice, while Aoaline and ner husbana stayed 
-•ith an uncle ana aunt Betsy KcBride. 

In spite of the nard time and parting from home, this couple enjoyed 
s 0 Pe pleasure preparing for their journey, their wedding t r i p , and their 
• i r s t house was a strong new wagon made by Gilbert's own hanas. They also 
owned a team of horses. Adaline's mother naa a team ana ŵ .gon, too not a 
j- i er one. 

Gilbert and Adaline made several tr i p s back to Nauvoo on the ice before 
i t melted, after provisions with their wagon. The last t r i p they took was on 
pld Tom, the black horse now owned by Brigham Young. No one, but this young 
coucle woula have dared to have undertaken i t , as the ice was breaking up. 
Gilbert was a man of no fear and Adaline oarea accompany him anywhere, as 
the horse was to be trustea. Imagine the ice i n blocks the size of a room and 
four feet tnick. .Vhen they came near the eage oi a block of ice i t would t i p 
and then tne horse would jump on to the next block. Tnus jumping from one 
block of ice to another they crossed the great Mississippi f o r the last tiae 
before starting across the plains. 
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IDKTKY. 
Kur the Times wnlJScanuryi, 

TI1K INVOCATION. 

•toll mi thy work, Kli-ni.il <:•>.!; 
Ami speed tl»: glorioaja lime. 

When thy pure gospel, spread abroad 
Will gladden every clime. 

WIICII burnish <1 error will return, 
K'cn down Irmn whence it came 

Wlieu Irulli— the lamp of life, shall liurn 
With clear, oesleatial flame. 

Wlien knowledge, flowing from on high, 
Skill o'er tin; rnrtli lie «|irea<l, 

Deep mantling, a»lhe waves thai lie 
Upon Die ocean'f bed. 

O; Rive Ihe happy period birth 
When strife and war shall ceaae; 

When all the iialiniiM uf tin: earth, 
Will learnjthc art of peace. 

When foul iniquity, will hide, 
In ahame i l l hateful head; 

And wicked men, no mo;e, in prido 
Upon Ihe righteous, tread. 

When all Ihe people will be wiso, 
And all llieir dealings just: 

When lying tongues, and envious ejes 
Will moulder in the duiit. 

Wlien Zion shall be plac'd on high, 
In boldaecurily: 

When all Ihe watchman, eye to eye, 
Upon her walla, shall sec. 

When lure in God and neighbor, wilt 
l'ervade each human breast; 

And in the light of Zion's hill, 
The nation,., all be blest. 

When Zion's lofty lowc'a aha'.l ri<c, 
Above all earthly height; 

And mingling with the joyful skica, 
Eclipse yon orbs of light. 

Propel lliy glorious kingdom Ibrlh— 
Extend its light abroad: 

rerform thy purpose on Ihe. earth, 
Thou ercal Ktcrnal Clod! 

E L I Z A R . SNOW, 

For the Timea 4c Seasons. 
Straight is the gate, and narrow ia the way, 
which leadclh unto life, and few there be that 
find i t . "— Mall. T:H. 

When 1 cspoiu'd the cause ol'lriilh, 
The holy spirit, IVnui mi high, 

Pr.iinply itwlruetfil mi', furamrth, 
'1 o lay my youthful proafierN by. 

J saw along III ' ' "narrow way" 
An ordctl,which the saints musl ineot 

,\ly earthly all, at Jean*' Icel 

.Mv life ror.iniilteil to his car ", 
With food ami raiment I'm rnntcnt; 

While with I hi-"faithful," I slur.; 
The glorious hlessHitg*, l i .nl has win . 

Who, thinks beneath life's golden «tiy, 
To reach the upper court of I !nd.' 

Who. '*:io the i lirt.iLi.ni armor ply, 
In lif JI gay pathway, smooth an.I lir.ia.lf 

With purpose f.x'd. we nuwl presume 
An onward course, with steadfast aim; 

And keep perfection's mark in view, 
Hecklers, of grandeur, ca»« and fame. 

A las I for some, who lately shone 
Resplendent, like the orbs en high; 

Who're waning like yon late full-inonn, 
That now secina verging from ihe aky! 

(!an man secure ihe great reward. 
And from thy holy precepts stray I 

Take nut thy spirit from me, Lord! 
But keep inc in the-'narrow way," 

Oh! let mc never never pri*e. 
Thy favor, leaf than earthly good; 

Nor thy prophetic voice despise, 
Like those thai perished in the flood! 

KI.IZA It. SNOW. 

% rnori-AMATiuN. 
7'o tkr Sainl i irko ore coming to Ihe 

confrrcner—Forgot not your tithes, nnd 
your oflcrin^s, for wo have in litis 
plac.o lilt! Mind, the halt, the widow 
mill llit; orphan, anil wo desire, that 
tlioy nil may have it Messing. Forjrot 
luil those whom tiod has placed at 
your head to instruct nnd tench you, 
I'or limy Ivivu to cat and drink ati.l be 
clothed. I will snv that i f tlio |n»>r 
can eat, ond lite needy bavu their 
wants supplied, the Saints w i l l get a 
Messing worthy of their profession; 
I say it by the authority of my office, 
and in I ho iiamo o f Je.-tu* (-hrist. 

V . - K K I t s I l T Hisiioji. 
AV«ron March 1st, 1*11. 

THE JKWS OF DAMASCUS. 
The Now York Herald of tho 2d 

contains tin extract from a letter to & 
trenilcman of that city from Sir Moses 
Montefinrv, who our riMfJi rs will re-
collect, was appointed iho apent of the 
.lew s of the Western F.urnpe, nnd tic 
••p.lteheil In Fl'Vpt to inleree.le f i i r their 
I . rscetiieil brethren at Damascus.— 
The leii. r is dated at Syra, in (In-viic, 
S jitcinbor 24, and gives the truly 



High I 
member, of i .hurch of Latter 
. who have been ordained to ihe 
*>»d. snd ha»e not become members of I 
torom of l i i ^ ' i Priests, and had ihrir 
«nro!lcd on the Record Book thereof, 
r & j Botifie<:. thai, upon iheir arrival in 
Ian, ic io their duty to apply to the 
m flu- admission, pursuant to ona of the 
uotw thereof. 

GEORGE MILLER, 
President of ihe Quorum. 

j Suea*, 
J( theQuorum, 
too, J !y 3U(. 1842. 

f o c t r f , 
L I N E S . 

**d to father Tjson, after the melan-
r event of the death of his eon, acciden-
kUTed by the discharge of a rifle. 

I ajsd saint, can words avail— 
n atars afford relicf! 
isssxn sympathies prevail, 
soothe thy bosom's grief? 

s haw suddenly betide 
io** evila that destroy'. 
s but a moment to divide 
y hopes, and blaats thy joy! 

ia (he wound and keen tne dart— 
•tings thy inmost soul— 
through the f.hrca of thy heart 
iiction'e waters roll! 

:esse thy sorrow—peiec—be calm 
d let thy tears be dry— 
t consolation's softest balm 
lowing from on bigh. ^ 

he Lord—hi* ways ars just— 
;re'a mercy in his rod; 
snow's, hi . gcodneaa and can trust 

e true auei liking God. 

t 

arc the blessing's now in storsj 's 
thee, in faithfulness): 
thro' thy sorrows snd ailor* 

i hand that annua to bless, 

icdden slKk* has r.'M a chord 
wain tltet bound you here; 
ar.oua wi'.i he jour reward 
tn in that L'.. sjod sphere. 

i f.!l is joy, TOU vi i'l rejoin f 
ir dtar and fi-v'rile sun; j 
['o:y in this drrj, doign 

31st day -if July l i s t . VIHWWJCNJGKT. 
ogerl 38 years. Urnfhcr Knight was unc 
o f t h c bia»it<>f»i of this f.hurch. nnd a man 
favored nf God.nnd rcs|Bsclcd bv all good 
men. Hq Iti.d been long in Ihe church 
itnd lind always adorned his l ife, work* 
anJ^prufe-sion, with that dccqrurn_virii*e 
and huini ' i iy , which ever characterizes 
the true followers o f our blessed Jesus. 

Warr ing the great warfare o f a saint, I M 
has wuded Ihiough iho midst of perse
cution, over the blood stained prairies of 
Missouri, in the chilling bloats of winter, 
comforting tliu flreing saint?, and admin
istering to the wants of his own family; 
yea, through great tribulations, heart and 
hand with his brethren; ho waa ever 
ready to give a reasonable itnswer for 
his hope in things to come: and showed 
by hie action* UN well as words, thai he 
meant to live godly in Christ Jesus, al
though he suffered persecution. Though 
he has been removed, as it were in the 
midst o f l i fe , yet in the assurance of a 
glorious resurrection, he has died the 
death of the righteous: henceforth there 
is laid up for bun a crown that fadeth not 
away. '-Bleared are the dead that die in 
the L o r d ! ' ' 

REMEMBER THE WIDOW. 

Perrons indebted to the Into publisher of ihis 
paper, D. C. Smith, deceased, are requeued Vc 
make payment to Mrs. Agnes M. Smith, his 
widow: she is La need and will bu g'sd lo re
ceive p*ovis'oat uf those in this section, and 
moner fr-im ctcre distant debtors without fur
ther dunning them. 

BOOKS OF MORMOff . *C. 

JUST published and for sale, Books . i f Mor
mon, and Hymn Books, together with soaus 

other publication* in defence of the faith of lb* 
saints. 

Nauvoo. Aug. £0, 1818. 

The Time* and Seasons, 
Is edit«>rl, prin'ru nnd published about Ihe Grtt 

fifteenth i,;" every iiionth, on the comer 
m Water snd Bain Streets, Nauvoo, 

Hancock County, 
Illinois, by 

JC2SPH SM1TR. 
TERMS.—T.vo DoLUKS per annum, psy<> 

tile, in tl c:i*. • ill advance. Any person pro-
curtli'i five n*w *uhstiibvrs, and toiwurding ur 
Ten DOI'.SIS ciitr. in money', tliall receive one 
volume grsl:,. All letters muM bu addressed 
IO J"s :'.u B.i ; i ' ' i . publishers, rear vats, or tbrv 

" T r u t h M i l l prevail ." 

Vol.. I I I . No. CI.] CITY OK NAUVOO, I L L . SEPT. I , 1*42. [Whole No. 57-

From the Millrnmul .-tut. 
AN EPISTLE OF T i l E TWBI.VE. 

— I! v !io are still left in 
To the C/iurrn cf Jtiui Chritt cf Latter Day j B W O j r i of the ehu 

Sstnfi fi» Englun<1, Stotluni, ],-c!un.1, l/'ot»,l ,pir;i of union will 
•itsf Vie Jilt of /.fan. Creeling:— 

Beloved EnVvrtn,—Inasmuch st we have 
been laboring f r unio limo in this couniry. 

.•vaf.'lvuce. AIU all Hie churches a ad 
) conferences hesr'.wn to the counsel of those 

i country lo superintend 
:h ; and by so doing, a 
* preserved, and peace 

cr.d the people of God. 
M appoint our beloved 

tad prosperity will iv. 
We have seen fit 

| brethren and fellow-', iborcrs, Levi Richsrds 
and most of UJ arc about io deptrt f i r the land jj 4 : ) < j Lorenzo Snow, :o travel from conferee** 
of our nativity; anil feeling anx.oui I'or your; conference, and lo itsisl brother Pratt in the 
welfare snd huppirr-is in time and in eternity, 
we chetrfu'.ly cflVr you our counsel in the cloa-
ing number of the first volume of the Star, hop-
iug you will peruse it when we are faraway, 
and profit by iho same. 

First of ell, wc would express our joy and 

central superintcr.do-ce of the church in this 
country. Tbeae are men of experience end 
soundness of princir!?, in whose counsel lh* 

.church may place tn::re confidence, so long 
[as they uphold thtm by the prayer of faith. 

The spirit of em'.jrstioa has actuated the 
thanksgiving to I l im who inlcs and knows the j ; children of men f r . n the time oar first pa 
liuerta of men, for iho hci-d and dilligenco with 
which the saints in this country have hearken
ed to the counsel of those whom God has seen 
fit to sand among them, nnd who hold lh* keys 
of this ministry. By this means a spirit of 
«ni»n, and consequently of poutr, has been 
generally cultivated among yon. 

And now let tho saints remember that which 
ws have ever-taught them, both by precept 

rente were expelled f:aa the garden until now; 
:t wns this spirit that £rst peoplf d the plains 
of Shinar, and all c-'.ber places; yes, it wss 
emigration that first brake upon the deathlike si-

ilcnes snd loneliness of an empty earth, and 
causad the desolate iir.a to teem with life, and 
the desert to smile w.-.a joy. It wss emigra
tion that firat peop'.ei England,—one* a daa-
oia'.s is'sjid, on which the foot of man had 

and example, viz: to bewaro of un aspiting f r. ever trod, but row abounding in towns and 
spirit, which would l i f t you up one above an- ! citics. It was emigrate that turned the wilds 
other; to seek to be the greatest in the king- c f America inio a frc'.::'jl field, end besprinkled 
domofGod. This it that spirit which hutiedl i t ; l e wildcrneaa wi:h' flourishing towns and 
down the angcla—it is that sphii which octu- jj cities, where a low j i t : i since th* war whoop 
ate* sll the churches of tho sectarian world, j,of the savage, or tlie howl of wild beasts.was 
and most of th* civil and military movements; heard in the distance. Io short, it is emigra-
of the men of the world—it is that spirit 
which introduces rebellion, confusion, mis-| 
rtilc, and disunion, nnd would, i f aulTertd to 

tion that is the only effectual remedy.for the 
evils which now efftic. the over-peopled coun
tries of Europe. W i i this view of the sub-

csiet smcn-: us, destroy our union, and conse- jUecl, the saints, as we'.l as thousands of others, 
quentlv m:r power, which flows front the spir-.| . . ( m to bo scluateo with ths spirit of snter-
i i , thtough ths ptiesthood—which *pirit, and !| pr ta and emigratioa. s-d ae some of them are 
power, btid pritfthocd, can only exiat with jl c;lc\ilaitng to emicr.w to America, and *ei-
tbe hninl.lc sntl meek of tho earth. I tie in the colonies cf our brethren, wc would 

Therefore beware, O ye priests of the Moat J here impart a few w;:is of counsel on the sub-
High t Irst ve are ovevc. mcby that spirit which Rjcct of emigration. 
would exalt you nhove your ft.llow-laborers.jj It will be necetsr>:y, ia the first piece for 
snd thus hurl you dawn to perdition, or do|jmen of capital to CJ an firat snd mske Urge 
much injur .- to the cause of God. Bo careful jj purehates of land, sr.i erect mills, machinery, 
I t respect, not the eloquence—not ihe smooth j manufactories, etc. s: thai tho poor who go 
..peeches—not tho multitude of words— not . from this country, csa find employment.— 
lb* tojrnt* of men: but be careful to respect j ; Therefore it is not wiei . m for the paor to floch 
the officer* which God has plated in the | to that place rjtua*iv*'.y, until the necessary 
church. Lei the mem beta h'eurken lo liieiri;r leparaliorw are mail.'. Neither is it wisdom 

, r , _ . . « r A ^ « . » M . » ! t . . 1 r . . - l » . . . . . . rifluiSMillMM " » - - -





REUBEN McBRIDE and MARY ANN ANDERSON 





—President Knight B. Kerr 

j f research, including a detailed examination of 
unty, Ohio, Dr. Keith W. Perkins of the Brigham 
as confirmed the fact that several buildings and 
Jing in K i r t l a n d i n the general v i c i n i t y of the 
rtland period of LDS Church histo r y . Among them 
h,t, father-in-law of Gilbert Belnap. I t i s a 
mjle at the intersection of Joseph and Cowdery 
n placed on the home in d i c a t i n g that i t has been 
Home" by the Lake County H i s t o r i c a l Society. 

were presented by him at the annual meeting of 
tion, which was held A p r i l 22-24, 1977, i n 
i i experience for my wife, Pat, and me to hear 
t*. ;d the various meetings of the convention. 
held in the temple itself. As we sat in this 
ay morning, April 24, 1977, the hymns which were 
dedication in 1836 were played by a musical 
edicatory prayer was read, as was Section 110 
ats. It enabled us to more fully appreciate 
ve been experienced by Vinson and his wife, 
there a hundred and forty years ago. 

important role in Vinson's l i f e during the time 
: was there that he attended many glorious meet-
Prophet Joseph Smith and the other Church 
; he received his annointing by Joseph Smith, 
and in turn had the opportunity to annoint and 

issings which we now enjoy, let us express 
I for our ancestors who provided such a great 
;new our determination to serve our Heavenly 
i the BELNAP FAMILY ORGANIZATION to the best of 

>ast reunions, or of persons, places or events 
:he Family? Please send this information to 
i with others our history and proud heritage. 

VINSON KNIGHT HOME located at corner of Joseph and Cowdery Streets in 
Kirtland, Ohio. Photo taken by Knight B. Kerr, President of the Belnf 
Family Organization, April 23, 1977. 
(1968 CRIER, page 63, and 1970 CRIER, page 77, show Vinson Knight's 
home in Nauvoo, Illinois.) 

The Belnap Family Organization is bringing a l l the children's 
lines from Gilbert Belnap up to 1977. Please make sure we have your 
complete family data: a l l births, marriages, deaths, children on ALL 
lines. These will be ready for you to use at the reunion next summer 
in Hooper, Utah. 

We would like the names and addresses of a l l the descendants 
from Gilbert Belnap so we can establish a master file on a l l our 
family. 

At present we have about 30 packets left on the direct line of 
Gilbert Belnap consisting of 19 pedigree charts and 100 family group 
sheets, $20 per packet! 

A new direct line packet will be printed in the near future and 
will have 90 pedigree charts with more than 400 family group sheets. 
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