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THE SOUTHERN STAR.

Saints from Georgia, Mississippi, l'ennes-
see and Kentucky were gathered to emi-
grate to Colorado; they were accom-
panied as far as Cincinnati by Elder Frank
MacDonald and levi P. Helm, who
parted from them at Cincinnati and pro-
ceeded to Muhlenberg county, —Ken-
tucky, to open up a new field.

April, 18%0, in addition to reports of
the distribution of ‘many tracts, ineet-

inge held, and miles traveled in promul- !
guting the Gospel—another company of |

Saints left for Colorado, leaving Chat-
tanooga on the 23th inst.. and arriving
safely at their destination. "They were
accompanied by President Morgan and
Elder H. W. Barnett, who were joined
at St. Louis by Elders Cowley and
Spence, they having been homnorably re-
leased to return home.

During the month of May FElders Hy-
rum Belnap and George H. Carver had
the pleasure of baptizing seventeen per-
sons who had listened to the preaching
of a mysterious Mr. Bdge, who appeared
in Henderson County, Tennessee. He
came during the month of April, 1878.
No one knew where from nor where he
went, except that he preached the same
doctrines as those taught by the Latter-
Day Saints, but steadily refused to of-
ficiate in the ordinances thereof, telling
the people that an opportunity would soon
be given them to embrace the Gospel in
its fulness: that those having the author-
ity to officiate in the Gospel ordinances
would soon be along.

As will be noted in the story as told by
Elder Bench, Mr. Edge inaugurated a
three days’ fast; promising those who
maintained it they would remain faithful
till the opportunity was presented. And,
as a matter of fact, these seventeen per-
sons did keep the fast; and when Elders
Belnap and Carver preached in the county
it was universally conceded that the doc-
trines as taught were identical with Mr.
Edge, and the looked for opportunity had
arrived at last; and these seventeen gquick-
ly embraced it.

Just prior to Elder Bench’s return
home to Fairview, Utah, last December,
he told the Star man the following story.
which digression, it is hoped, will be par-
doned, as it seems to be very properly a
part of the history of the Southern States
Miseion. This is what he told the Star
representative:

‘While in Madison County my compan-
jon and 1, Elder Ray Wentz, of Provo,
Utah, met with an experience that will
interest Star readers. One evening, about
sundown, on December 10th, 1896, we
came to & house near the county line of
Madison and Henderson, midway between
Jackson and Lexington. We were very
tired and had intended to solicit enter-
tainment at this house, which appeared to
be a well-to-do farmer. As we approach-
ed the house we were greeted with, “Go
right in, men, I'll be in in a minute,”
from a tall stately looking man who was
feeding some stock. This cordial welcome
rather surprised us, as the neighborhood
was very bitter and it was difficult to find
any friends.

We promptly done as we were bid and
when our host came in he said to us:
“You’'re Mormons, aren’t you?’ After
responding to him in the affirmative he
remarked: “I thought you were; I en-
tertained one of your men about fourteen
years ago—a man named Robert Edge.”
_ Being tire? we were indeed grateful to
find ‘a friend and what was our surprise
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to find we were given the same bed that
the famous Robert Edge had used so
many years before. Mr. J. W. Sweet, the
kind-hearted farmer soon had us feeling
thoroughly at home and during the even-
ing the following description of this mys-
terious individual was secured and jotted
down in my journal. It is as follows::
“Mr. Robert Edge was somewhat poorly
clad; a black suit, with sack coat, . woolen
shirt, soft felt hat; this constituted his
appearance with a bible and some writ-
ing material tied up in a red bandana
handkerchief. He was a short, heavy set
man weighing about 135 or 140 pounds,
long, black wavy hair, black eyebrows,
and full, but medium length beard, blue
eves, heighth about 3 feet @ or 7 inches,
age between 33 and 40 years, well versed
in scripture, being able to prove all he
taught.”

Mr. Sweet is and was at the time of
his meeting with Mr. Edge, a Christian
or Campbellite preacher, and freely ac-
knowledged that his earlier visitor could
completely master -any arguments ‘e
might advance against what Mr. Sweet
called “Mormonism,” nor has he any de-
sire to cross sworde with any Mormon
Elders.

Mr. Edge preached at Lexington abont
a week and it is said converted fully
thirty people by his forciful exhortation
ard while here, at Mr. Sweet’s neighbor-
hood. instituted a three-day’s fast promis-
ing those who maintained it they would
have an opportunity of embracing the
gospel. Seventeen of them did so, and
eventually | became | members of the
church, some of whom emigrated west,
locating in Colorado. .

Another peculiarity of this Mr. Edge;
he was a strict abstinent, not eating any
hog meat, nor drinking any kind of stim-
ulating liquids. His fame was quite wid>-
spread throughout all Madison, Hen-
derson, Decatur and Perry counties.

Legal Aspects of the Case.

In response to the request of an Og-
den correspondent for the legal aspect of
the Roberts case the opinion recently pub-
lished by the Edward Thompson law book
company in their “Law Notes” is given.
1t is a clear and common sense article
and certainly an able presentation of the
law bearing on this case.

It reads as follows:

Concerning the qualifications of Mr.
Brigham H. Roberts as a member of the
house of representatives, it seems to us
that a great deal is being said and writ-
ten which is drrelevant and wide of the
mark. Whether or not polygamy is im-
moral, and whether or not it is prohibi-
ted by the Bible, we will leave for oth-
ers to discuss; as we will also the ques-
tion whether polygamy is, in itself, per-
nicious. And we will not attempt to say
that congress cannot, upon admitting 1
territory into the union, require that it
shall adopt into its constititution restrict-
ions upon its sovereignty not contained
in the constitution of the United States,
which restrictions shall be irrevocable,
though we have grave doubts as to the
binding effect of such limitations. Mr.
Roberts is a polygamist, and is now liv-
ing with several wives as their husband.
Some years ago in Utah territory, wheh
and where it was not unlawful for him to
do so, he married several women, and he
is still continuing the relationship to them

which he then entered into. The only
statute in Utah against polygamy pro-
vides simply that “‘every person who has
a husband or wife living, who hercafter
marries another,” is guilty of polygamy;
and the constitution of that state pro-
vides no more than that “polygimous
or plural marriages are forever prohibi-
ted.” Mr. Roberts is violuting no statute
of the United States, because the Ed-
munds act applies only to *‘a territory or
other place over which the United States
has exclusive jurisdiction,” and congress
has no power of which we have ever
heard to prohibit polygamy in a state.
The enabling act of Utah, it binding in
this particular upon the state of Utah.
provides simply that a constitutional pro-
vision shall be adopted by which “polyga-
mous or plural marriages” are forever
prohibited.

Each house, the constitution of the Uni-
ted States provides, shall be the judge of
the qualifications of its own members.
But the constitution provides also what
shall be the qualifications of a member of
the "house of representatives, and what
shall disqualify a person from being a
member. We suppose, and we dare say.
that all writers upon the constitution
agree that the power of the house of rep-
resentatives to judge of the qualifications
. of its members is more than the power to
| decide whether or not one elected as a
member has the qualifications required
by the constitution. No one would pre-
tend, to take an extreme case, that it
would be unconstitutional for the house
to refuse a seat to a man who is discov-
ered to be a leper, for its own self-pre-
servation would require his exclusion, al-
though the constitution does not say that
no one shall be a representative who has
the leprosy. But all will doubtless agree
that the house should be chary in de-
claring a man disqualified for reasons not
found in the constitution. To authorize
the house in refusing a seat to a man
upon grounds not within the terms of the
constitution, an extraordinary exigency
should exist, and the house should be act-
ing only for its own protection, and for
the purpose of enabling it to perform its
high powers. The house should not in-
quire into the morals of any one of its
members, because by doing so it would
be, in a measure, adopting for the state
which he represents, and enforcing, a
code of morals for the state—thereby un-
warrantably interfering with its eover-
eiguty. When John Randolph was elected
to congress he was not 21 years o.d,
and when the house inquired his age he
told its members to ask the people of
Yirginia. With much more reason might
Mr. Roberts, when he is questioned as to
whether he is a polygamist, say: ‘““Ask the
people of Utah.” We are aware that the
house has the power to refuse a4 seat to a
man because his hair is red, or because
he does not wear patent leather shoes,
and that he would be without redress
i were it to do so, but we deny that it has
the constitutional right to so act, or that
any member could vote for his exclusion
on such grounds without violating his
oith of office. As well might a member
from Maine, in which state the sale of in-
toxicating liquors is prohibited by the
i constitution, and is supposed to be im-
moral, vote against seating a man be-
cause he is a liquor dealer, as vote against
seating Mr. Roberts.

Mr. Roberts is not violating the consti-
tution of either the United States or Utah,




