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“I remember Gilbert Belnap with a dark beard, dark 
hair, and dark eyes.  He was a fairly good sized 
man—at least 5 feet 10 inches in height, with square 
shoulders.  He walked briskly and was a man of 
quick action.”
Alma D. Chambers, Statement, 2 June 1941, pp. 2-3
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Another description says that Gilbert was 5 feet 7 
inches tall and broad-shouldered with “black curly 
hair and snapping black (or brown) eyes and a very 
determined expression around his mouth.”



13

Gilbert was said to be kind and thoughtful in his 
disposition and very slow to get angry.   His 
daughter Mary never remembered hearing her father 
speak a cross word in her life.  Rather, if he were 
angry or annoyed, he would always say, “It beats the 
devil.”
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While Gilbert was serving as Bishop, two men in the 
ward started quarreling over a plow that one said the 
other broke.  A Teacher’s Trial was held, and then a 
Bishop’s Trial.  As Bishop, Gilbert listened to their 
story, each in turn, for hours.  Finally, he said, “Brother 
Stone, how much would it cost to fix that plow?”  
Brother Stone hesitated, then said, “25 cents.”  Gilbert 
gave him 25 cents and said, “Let us go home.”  About 
four months later, Brother Stone came to Gilbert and 
said, “Bishop, will you take this quarter back?”  Gilbert 
said “No.”  Brother Stone said, “It burns my pocket.”  
Gilbert replied, “Let it burn your conscience so you will 
never quarrel over such trifles again.”
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Shortly before he passed away, Gilbert, according to 
his son Hyrum, gave the following advice to his 
sons:  “Now then boys, whatever thing you do or 
enter into must be done on the square, no underhand 
work or chicanery.  If you do, it will fall through and 
you will come out worse in the end than you were in 
the beginning.”
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PARENTS
and

SIBLINGS
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OTHER RELATIVES
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WIVES
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CHILDREN
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LEGACY
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