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“I remember Gilbert Belnap with a dark beard, dark
hair, and dark eyes. He was a fairly good sized
man—at least 5 feet 10 inches in height, with square
shoulders. He walked briskly and was a man of
quick action.”

Alma D. Chambers, Statement, 2 June 1941, pp. 2-3

11



Another description says that Gilbert was 5 feet 7
inches tall and broad-shouldered with “black curly
hair and snapping black (or brown) eyes and a very
determined expression around his mouth.”

12



Gilbert was said to be kind and thoughtful in his
disposition and very slow to get angry. His
daughter Mary never remembered hearing her father
speak a cross word 1n her life. Rather, 1f he were

angry or annoyed, he would always say, “It beats the
devil.”

13



While Gilbert was serving as Bishop, two men 1n the
ward started quarreling over a plow that one said the
other broke. A Teacher’s Trial was held, and then a
Bishop’s Trial. As Bishop, Gilbert listened to their
story, each 1n turn, for hours. Finally, he said, “Brother
Stone, how much would 1t cost to fix that plow?”
Brother Stone hesitated, then said, “25 cents.” Gilbert
gave him 25 cents and said, “Let us go home.” About
four months later, Brother Stone came to Gilbert and
said, “Bishop, will you take this quarter back?” Gilbert
said “No.” Brother Stone said, “It burns my pocket.”
Gilbert replied, “Let 1t burn your conscience so you will
never quarrel over such trifles again.”

14



Shortly before he passed away, Gilbert, according to
his son Hyrum, gave the following advice to his
sons: “Now then boys, whatever thing you do or
enter into must be done on the square, no underhand
work or chicanery. If you do, 1t will fall through and
you will come out worse in the end than you were in

the beginning.”

15
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INHONOROF
JOHN MCBRIDE BELNAP
SECONDSONANDCHILDOF
GILBERT BELNAP AND ADALINE KNIGHT. MORMON PIONEERS.
WHO WAS BORN |1 MAY 1540 IN FREMONT COUNTY, I0WA.

HE DEPARTED FOR UTAH WITH HIS PARENTS AND HIS OLDER BROTHER,

GILBERT ROSEL BELNAP. AGE 3. ON 15 JUNE 1850. IN A WAGON
BUILT BY HIS FATHER IN THE WARREN FOOTE COMPANY, 2ND FIFTY. 3
STH TEN. OVER WHICH HIS FATHER WAS CAPTAIN.
IN THE SAME TEN IN ANOTHER WAGON WERE HIS MATERNAL
GRANDMOTHER, MARTHA McBRIDE KNIGHT SMITH KIMBALL. AGE 45.
AND HIS UNCLE, JAMES VINSON KNIGHT. AGE 16.
LESS THAN ONE WEEK AFTER CROSSING THE MISSOURI RIVER NEAR 3
PLATTSMOUTH. NEBRASKA . JOHN TOOK ILL WITH CHOLERA DURING THE 3
EVENING OF 2! JUNE 1850 WHILE THE ZND FIFTY WAS ENCAMPED £
ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE SALINE FORD.
ABOUT THE SAME TIME. HIS MOTHER AND GRANDMOTHER ALSO
CONTRACTED CHOLERA. ALTHOUGH THEY LATER RECOVERED.
JOHN DIED IN THE LATTER PART OF THE NIGHT ON 22 JUNE 1850. 3
HIS BODY WAS WRAPPED IN A BLANKET AND PLACED INSIDE HIS ~ §

\ FATHER'S OAK TOOL CHEST. HE WAS BURIED IN THE MORNING ON THE

VoA g

E5 . TP A

EAST SIDE OF SALT CREEK IN AN UNMARKED GRAVE DUG BY HIS FATHER

AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH. _
WHEN HIS MOTHER WOULD HOLD TO HIS BABY DRESS T0 |
FROM FALLING OUT OF THE WAGON. JOHN WOULD SAY TAK
IS FAMILY CONTINUED WEST. ARRIVING I
EPTEMBER 185.

=
£ RS ELIN I
=i

JOHN WAS JUST LEARNING T0 TALK,  £223
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AUGUST 9, 2014 @ PosTS [ COMMENTS

BELNAP FAMILY

ORGANIZATION

BFO Overview ~  Publications ~  Histories & Photographs ~ Genealogy ~ Store  Get Involved v| Helpful Links  Contact |

HOME NEWSEBELOG REUNIONS =  THINGS NAMED BELNAP OR BELKNAP  NOTAELE RELATIVES  INTERESTING INFO =  SITE MAP

Search this website.__

About Us

The Belnap Family Organization was created
in 1904 to preserve, perpetuate, and promote
family solidarity among all descendants of
Litah Pioneer Gilpert Belnap. It is one of the
oldest and largest family organizations in the
United States, with over 10,000 descendants
located throughout the United States and
around the world.

Share Your Family Information

: looking for quality scanned pholo images, stories, letlers, cerdificates, 7
.. [miore] Find us on Facebook

j Belnap Family Organization

Welcome!
BFO Overview
Mission Statement “The Belnap Family Organization is a non-profit ancestral Tamily 227 people like Belnap Family Organization.

organization for all descendants of Utah Pioneer Giloert Eelnap, created to preserve,

perpefuate and promote family solidarity mmary Founded jpn 1904 {he Beloap
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