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CHAPTER I1

introduction

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday had been

organized less than six months when joseph smith called four of its
members to fill a mission among the lamaniteseamanitesLamaEamalama 11ihi111ibinites the missionaries

met with the catteraugusgatteraugascatteGatteCatter tribeaugusraugas near buffalo new york moved on to the

wyandotsvyandotsWyanVyan neardots sandusky ohio and thence to the missouri frontier
2where they visited and preached to the delawaresdelawarekDela

the

wares

interest joseph smith had in the indians was taken up by

brigham young when he became the leader of the church the leaders

of the church felt a definite responsibility to the indians due to

some of the doctrine contained in the book of mormon which states that

the lamanitesLama wereverenites descendants of the house of israel and that their

forefathers were directed from jerusalem to this continent about 600

BC it further mentions that after living upon this hemisphere for

among members of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day
the termtemtern lamanitemamanSaman isitell used frequently in exchange for the term

indian M this word originated with the book of mormon and is used
quite extensively thereinthereineereineethereineth the term will also be used occasionally
throughout this work in referring to indians

the men sent on this first mission were oliver cauderygwderyccudery
peter whitmer jun parley P pratt and ziba peterson

brigham H roberts A comprehensive historyhisto of the church of
jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintssatdaydwy salt lake city deseret mews
press 1930 1I 22 25152215225121 52

forthe

2bagbam

2251
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gag3k

2

some time a faction of this group rebelled against the commandments of

god and were cursed with a dardark skin however a promise was given to

this fallen group that some day

the gospel of jesus christ shall be declared among them
wherefore they shall be restored unto the knowledge of their
fathers and also to the knowledge of jesus christ which was had
among their fathers

and then shall they rejoice for they the indiana shallshailshali know
that it is a blessing unto them from the hand of god and their
scales of darkness shall begin to fall from their eyes and many
generations shall not pass away among them save they shall be a
white and delightsome people

the leaders of the church felt the indians had a very significant part

to play in the overall plan of this earth however for the indians

to achieve this role they must first be converted and baptized into

christs church or the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

then through obedience to the commandments of god and through education

the indians may rise to a state of prominence and thus be able to carry

out their role with this background one may more easily understand

why the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday has this unique

philosophy inln regard to the indians and why some of the church leaders

have made certain statements which will be mentioned later
missionary work among the indians in the rocky mountains was

almost simultaneous with the settlement of the various valleys wher-

ever the church came in contact with the lamanitesLama theynites felt a re-

sponsibility to try to help them there was actually a reciprocal

purpose involved in order that the mormons might be more secure from

the indian depredations

under private initiative the settlement of carson valley at

3 nephi 306305630305 6

ven

0 0

indians7shall5 a0

away5y

for

3 n

311

aa



6prestonnpreston

3

the base of the sierra nevada mountains took place in 1849 al50 al5l

orson hyde under the direction of brigham young led a stabilizing

group of missionaries to this location inan louol8uo1854

in 38531833.853 the ldsoLDS church purchased fort bridger and that same

year called approximately one hundred men to establish fort supply on

smiths fork 5

the following year at the april conference of the church

several men were called to establish a mission among the indians in

southern utahutaluuhalu during the year the mission was visited by president

brigham young heberlieber C kimball and party

the next spring 18 the church made a prodigious endeavor

at establishing indian missions the writer has been unable to find

any single reason whyidly this year rather than any other year was se-

lected it seems the time was selected because of a natural develop-

ment of internal affairs in the church and communities as well as one

or two possible external situations

during the less than eight years the mormons had been in the

great basin their growth had been quite rapid it was estimated that

the population in 1850180 was about fifteen thousand and this was trip
7

led by 18 and reached 763 by 1856186 withmitheith a growth of this naturemtureiture
it seems only natural that the authorities of the church would be

andrew love neff history of utah 184718691847 salt lake city
deseret news press igho1940 ppap 2232

neff p 233

preston nibley comp three mormon classicscissiescessies salt lake
city stevens and wallis inc i9lav stibptib

carter E grant the kingdom of god restored salt lake cityolty
deseret book goco 19ligl1911955 P 465U

18495051

4

6

rr 5

1854 76355

4n6lrew histo
2 32503

aneff5neff

250

1

I adonadom1

0l

1869

oty

adso

55.

19441944. p 218
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munimurlinunitiestieb and farmsfarnsyarnsfaasyamb were quite well established throughout the length

of the territory thus the church could afford a large number of men

being called on missions

it mayinayiney even be possible that utahs first indian war the

walker war of 185354185354.1853183 inU which some nineteen white men were killed
had some effect in sendingsendinpsanding out the missionaries to let the indians

know the mormons wished to live in peace and be friends

I1 i teen

basbabin

vizvio

faltfflt

niffordniiford woodruffwoodrufjWoodruwoodruft preachingtpreachuir the gospel to and helping the
lamanitesLama obediencenites to counsel

the mormons

did not want to witness a recurrence of a similar nature 0

another possible purpose for establishing these missions withWITZI

the

pose51

exception of the one in the indian territory was to complete the

cordon of settlements around the mormonmomon empire with hopes of occupying

all areas suitable for settlement and thus keep the gentiles far re-

moved from the mormons

the main purpose of these missions however seems to be the

one mentioned in the beginning of this chapter vizojvizor the obligation

the church authorities felt in seeing that the natives were convertedconver

to

teu

mormonism and properlyproper educatedlr wilford woodruff said it is
actually ourow duty to do all we possibly can to benefit enlighten and

p
save this dark and ignorant people president young remarked

wilford
journal of discourses IX liver-

pool horace S eldredgeeldredgcj 1862 22

4

interested in extending its cordon in order that they might prepare

for the growth of the church 0

duringDurL theng first few years in the basinbabin the fullfallfulifail manpower of

the church was needed in establishing farms and bringing them into

production as well as building homes and communities by 18 com-

munities

1855

possiblepossible utah I1 s f
wh ch n ne

ble

seemg

18

2270

54

fJ

bie



yt but what
were we sent here for the lord has caused us to come here for
this very purpose that we might accomplish the redemption of
these suffering degraded israelites as predicted in the sacred
records of their forefathers the book of momonmormojmormok

I1

aheabe indiansindian should be fa-

vored we do know of a surety that the lord is working among them
0

and preparing their minds to receive the gospelsgospel orson pratt said

the latterdaylatter saintsday in these mountains never can have the priv-
ilege of going back to jackson county and building that city which
is to be called the newmew jerusalem

uieule

9andrewcandrew

the time hwhas comcomecol when they the

until quite a large poc
tion of the remnants of joseph the indians go back with us

will the brethren reach forth the helping hand and try to redeem
the sons of the forest with whom we are surrounded I1 believe
they willwinvin for the purposes of god must be fulfilled and we are
the people who have to do tchethe work you may say in your
hearts that it would be so much labor and troubletroubie it would cost
us so muchmich of our time and means to convert those around us that
wevie have not courage to perform the great undertaking

therefore
we can have no excuse for our duty has been plainly told us

an external situation which may have caused some inducement on

the church authorities to want closer unity and cooperation between

them and the indians was the growing opposition in the east against

polygamy theme runawayrimawayrim justicesaway of 1811851iasilasi ignited the fuse which was

later to explode as Buchananbuchanan1buchanantsbuchanann blunder tl the people of utah knewknow

the opposition in the east had led to lieutenantcolonellieutenant Ecolonel J steptoe

being appointed governor in iphyiqhy18541854. although he refused to occupy the

position and young continued to function in steptoe place the

question of polygamy arose before congress quite frequently during

andrew jenson historytmistory of the las vegas mission nevada
state historical papers V 1921926192519261921925 191591926 1

orson pratt redemption of zion

5
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100rson it journal of discourses
XVIIJCUTI liverpool horace S eldredgeldredgeeldreda 18 301

orson pratt salvation of the house of israel to comegome

through the gentlesgentiles 11 journal of discourses IX liverpool horace
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ooo000

leaileal alblalcl erlyserlyj xx7 1971957 117

amsense

6

this time and was later to appear in the newlyformednewly republicanformed party

as a major plank in its platformpiatplatpial forconafonaconn the repeal of the socalledso twincalled
12reliesrelics of barbarism

the

fact that the church leaders were expecting an eruption with the gov-

ernment and had planned to utilize the strength and fighting power of

the indians is shown by a portion of a letter written by john steele

a missionary at las vegas he says if the lord blesses us as hebe

has done we can have 1000 brave warriors on hand in a short time to

help quell the eruption that might take place in the principalities 1

As president brigham young met with the missionaries shortly before

they departed forror their missions he said concerning the indians

fl
0 by and by they will be the lord battle ax in good earnest4earnestn14earnestearnesta

wilford

4

woodruff said

I1 tell you the lamanitesLama ofnites these mountains will yet be a shield
to this people if we do right and if we will not do our duty our
necks are ready for the halter or the knife yes you will find
that our necks will be ready for the knivesaivesalvesnivesIc pf31 our enemies if we
do not look to these poor degraded natives p

thus when the church met at general conference in april 18

the names of nearly one hundred and fifty men were read from the pulpit

richard D poll the mormon question enters national poli-
tics 18018ISO1850180lao ls 11 utah historical quarterly

minutes of missionary meeting held in the seventies hall
april 8 18 mse in EDSIMS church historians office salt lake city
single page

woodruff15 pWoodruff 22722710

polygamy and slavery under these conditions

it seems the church leaders felt it would be a great asset to be able

to call in the indians forf assistanceor if the need ever arose

1 000.000

13

for in

lords

1855

12richard
18501856 his tor

171

141q4inutes
1855 Ms cit

polygandgany

3jenson

12
1856

13



rair1imissionaryssionary that
is now among them out of their midst

7

to represent the church as missionaries A few of these men however were

assigned to missions which had been established earlier by the church the

remainder of the missionaries were to establish missions at various places

which had been selected by the general authorities of the church A total
of five new missions were started an account of which is the problem of

this thesis these missions were elk mountain las vegas white mou-

ntain indian territory and salmon river

several of the men whose names weremere read at conference did not live

in3 theidlen salt lake vicinity however those who did were asked to be at a

special missionary meeting on the evening of april 8 18 at the metingmeetinglebing

there were one hundred and two missionaries who answered to their names as

they were readreadereado during the metingmeetingmewing president young saidsald

do any of you want to be excused we dmdon1dona wantt anyt man to go and
leave his family to suffer do you feel to go and labor just as
faithfully as if youyon were going to the islands of the sea and with an
eye single to the glory of god if not I1 want them to step out of the
way

there will be a power manifested in this mission that never is
on a mission to the gentiles you will run every

1

the missionariesmission wereariesariOsarles instructed to prepare themselves and to leave

as soon as possible in order that this important duty might be amplified

x16sincesince a thesis hasbasbabhab been written on the salmon riverbiver mission only
a brief summary will be given in the appendix of this study see samuel
merrillmerriumerelumerein beal the salmon riverhiver missionmission11 unpublished mastersmaster thesis
university of california 1934

17 minutesilminutesIl of missionary meeting held injinlim the seventies hall april
8 18

ibii

fow

16

1855

0 17

heber C kimball spoke to the group saying

the ir 018

81 1855 11

181bidibia
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CHAPTER 31

THE ELK MOUNTAINMOUNTAB MISSION

during the april 18 conference of the church of jesus christ

of latterdaylatter saintsday the names of some forty men were called as mi-
ssionaries to the elk mountain mission the mission was to be locatedloc

at

rated

the present site of moab utah on the colorado river the river at

that time however was known as the grand river while at the mission

the missionariesssionaries erected a fort and planted crops which they hoped would

provide the food needed for the first year however some of the indians

became dissatisfied and staged an uprising which resulted in three of the

elders being killed this and other reasons caused the men to abandon

the mission and return to their homes after being at the mission only

three months

As one considers the strategic positions at which the church

established some of its missions in 18 there is reason to share

nefs viewpoint in regard to one of the purposes for the establishment

those men called as missionariesmissionammissional were alfred N billings
robert brownbroun john clark oliver B huntington joseph S rawlins moses
draper almaalmbimabinaaig fairchilds william freeman william R holden jamesjams W

hunt lot E huntington clark A huntington james ivie john L ivie
levi QG metcalf john mcewan stephen R moore byron pace christopher
columbus Perklperkinsns ethan PpettetI1 william W sterrett william P jones
ephraim wight clinton williams thomas wilson andrew jackson allred
edward edwards archibald Bachanonbuchanon william P tarrell john grawfordcrawford
john lowry jr william G petty peter stubbs john shelby sheldon
B cutler martin behuninbehun william behuninbehun D johnson john lewis
richard james and william hamblinhambliruHambli

es

n1 3- 1

8

sionaries

ru

mrposes

missionakonam

189518551855.

18551855.
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of this missionmissnissnibs helonoiono says it was an attempt to control the only other

accessible entrance to the great basin country that via denver and
p

new mexico along the route of the old spanish trail

it maymy have come as a surprisesin toTrise several of the menmn at con-

ference to hear theirthe3thea names read from the pulpit and learn they had

been called to open an indian missionMLs insionbionblon the eastern part of the ter-

ritory oliver bo huntington who was teaching school at the time of

his call says tt1 did not open my school another day but set directly

about getting readyjaj1 ifit wasmasmabwab no easy accomplishment to equip oneself

with the necessary provisions for that type of a mission in those

days the missionarymissionarywas waswab notriot able to reach his destination via train

and there purchase the needed items huntington later states

I1 confirmed working and praying to get ready with means for an
outfit to complete my mission for I1 felt it to be one of the
greatest missions ever given in this dispensation

the more I1 tried the more impossiblepossiblelrairairn it seemed to go for
everything worked against me and JJ17 could bring nothing to pass
I1 believed it right for me to go and therefore was sure as god
hadbad called me he hadbad not called me to do what I1 could not

only till within a day or two of the time of starting my way
began to open cows and cattle were almost impossible to get
even with money and of that I1 had not a dime but first a cow and
calf and so worked on trading until I1 was prepared with a poor
though better than no outfitsoutfit4outfit

after

4

acquiring the cow and calfacalfj huntington traded them for a wagon

to which almalimahinaalmu fairchild and william P jones agreed to hitch their

cattle thus the three were soon ready to embark upon their mission

eff p 2360236

3n01iver3loliver B huntington diarydiarytt Ms copy in IDS church histori-
an office salt lake oltygitycity pop 96 0 hereafter referred to under the
authorsauthornsthornsau name

ibicl

0
112

x theyhad
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the difficulties experienced by huntington were not peculiar

to himself but were evidentlyevievl shareddenty by others william byron pace

who was living in provoprove was to travel in a party of four having one

wagon three yoke of cattle and one cow leaving for his mission on

may iii11114lii 181 pace855 says I1 bid farewell to nymy wifewifwicebif and children

leaving them without ten days provisions and nothing to get with

and started to the elk mountains 0 0 0 owning some land in payson

he tried to sell or trade part of it inign order to better the situation

of his family and himself he records

JJ17 finally succeeded in getting a cow and forty dollars in lumber1wnber
from pardon webb for ten acresoacresacress 0 0 0 therethem didd not seem to be
many that felt interested in trading unless they could get two
prices for stockostock 010 ID0 0 1I could find no one that felt disposed to
give me more than half price for my land and that to sic in some
thing that was of no use to me nor no sac7 one elseelscoelbeeibeeasco

after hunting without success for a buyer a being by the name
of george patten did condescend to give me a 19 dollar rifle and
a pound of powder with a horn for i acres of good garden land

worth according to fair valueation sic 10o0010000 per acrco

instructions had been given for the missionaries to assemble

at mantimantismantiemantlemantl most of them from the provosaltprovesaltprovoprove lakesaltsait area left during the

first half of maymaysmayt oo00 bo huntington almaalmaimaaim fairchild and wo po jones
7 R8leaving Bthe 8thath 5 W bo pace on the lathlj4thjl4th john mcewan and thomas

wilson on the lth15thithalth the9 trip

0

from

B

provoprove to manti usually required

william bo pace diary Ms copy in brighamBrig youngharahaiaharn university
library provo po 2 hereafter referred to under the authorauthor0sauthors s namenamoodamoo

pace6paceapace ppap 232

huntingtonhunting

3

pmonton 96 0

pace p 20

9 john mcewan diary mso copy in brigham young university
library provoprove p uo hereafter referred to under the authors nameonamecameo
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uontonmun p 97

alfred N billings diary Ms copy in brightabrighaa young uni-
versity library provoprove p 1 hereafter referred to under the
authors name

buim1uim141bid

the15the inventory of the company consisted of fortyone men
fifteen wagons sixtyfivesixty oxenfive sixteen cows thirteen horses two
bulls one calf two pigs four dogs and twelve chickens they also
had 14656 pounds of flour thirtytwothirty bushelstwo of wheat two and one
half bushels of corn thirtythreethirty bushelsthree of potatoes twentytwotwenty
bushels

two
of peaspoas fourf bushelsour of oats one whip saw twentytwotwenty axestwo

six scythes two ironbarsironbarkiron sixbars trowels seven hoes eleven shovels
five plows ninetynineninety ninenimnins pounds of gungm powder two hundred pounds of
lead and 3780037.800 gun caps see andrew jen sonbon the elk mountain mis-
sion 11 the utah gerealogicalgenealogicalgemGeregene andcalcai historic al magazineEL IVLazane t917ffl37 189
hereafter referred to

I1 14wbore

aifred13alfred

jensonjanson
22eg

sionslon

sustabustaimd

loccilomciV

anglng

11

about four days lo10

upon reaching manti the missionaries continued to trade in

order to be better prepared for the trip W B pace and the three

dlenmendiennien sharing his wagon obtained a steer to work with their extra cow

thus giving them four yoke with which to pull their wagon 0 B

huntington says

we found the people very kind more so than in the city altait
lak7lake7lakee I1 swapped my light wagon for a heavier one and everything
I1 wanted nearly I1 got by asking for as I1 had no money to buy with
and everybodyembodyev was willing to do allanailali they could to help on the
mission 1

the missionaries having arrived in manti decided to continue

their trek on may 21st and left that afternoon 1 on the evening of

the 22nd the compancompany campedyeamped on the sevier riverbiver 4

aaa5

where

ing

they

A

took an

inventory1inventory andarularui1 held a meeting at the meeting alfredaifredifred ILN billings

who had been appointed mission president byicylcyicv brigham young was sustaimdsustained

cewsm p

pace p 4

huntinghuntington12hwit

as theittli6 elk mountain mission see also
huntington p 97

11 bo
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will
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mibsmissnibs

ppap 19091190 some91 of these
paintings can be seen from the highway today as one travels utah high-
way 10 between emery and salina which seems to be the route followed
by the missionaries

athetha

12

as such by the missionaries of the company after which president

billings appointed oliver B huntington as mission clericclenic and asked
j n

joseph rawlins to be wagon master

when about thirtythreethirty milesthree south of manti the missionaries

went east up salt creekgreek where they obtained their supply of salt from

a saleratus cave in the mountain 1 they then continued east up the

canyon following wherewhore the road hadbad been cut by gunisongunisonsnisonGunisganisonGu sic

party

on may 30th the party reached the junction of gunnisongunnisosgunnisonsGunni routesossob

the elk mountain mission p 189

pace 1

cesrancE pkransran 6

19 the elk mountainmounta3Mountamountas mission p 190 the saleratus cave
would likely be in presentdaypresent salinaday canyon as this seems to be the
canyon throughthroulthroux which they traveled

billings p 1

the elk mountain mission p 190

22these paintings consisted of a large open circle the tail
of a serpent figure and some human legs two of the legs which were
beneath the circle were

A

a
im

bright red the others however were quite
dimdin A little farther to the east they found two hands painted with
red paintpaipal theftheflit elk mountain mission

16 afterwhich

clerk17xonlonhon

18

obta3 md
19

1120 approximately twentyseventwentyamsevenmilestwenty milesseven from the salt cave the com-

pany reached the rim of the great basin where the water drains east
oiinto the green and colorado rivers some three or four miles east

of the basinsbasing rim they found some curious indian paintings which

PP220identify3 the route follokredollowedallowed by the elders
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after the missionaries crossed the wasatch mountains between present sevier and emery counties
their route was in a northeasterly direction the present route through this area is utah highway 10
which crosses four major streams the muddy at nieryemerymiery the ferronperron at ferronperron the cottonwood at castle dale
and the huntington at huntington however the diaries kept by the missionaries only record the crossing
of three streams the rivers at this time would have been high from spring runoff as it was the last of
may so it seems doubtful the elders would have failed to observe one of the streams

the explanation reached by the writer is that the missionaries turned more to the east after
crossing present ferronterronperron creek called sweet cottonwood by the missionaries and crossed huntington creek
below its junction with the cottonwood thus they would have crossed only three major streams A mr
jimtim behunin from ferronperronpetron utah who has done extensive indian exploration and excavation in this region
says the spanish trail crossed huntington greekcreek below its junction with the cottonwood and above its junsjuasjum
tion with the ferronterronperron

0 9 18 27 36
route of missionaries



laslabiabsos

miseisels sI1

goa908

nangfang occupied ten men A little
aeterapterafterahterabber dark all the stock finelysixninetyfinely headsixbix of cattle and horses
plus dogdogs pigs and chickenchickens hadhdgs h g08go8agobad tastetettut of water 0

tratda

befbeaore

abufbu

7paceapace

in a perpendicular rocky canyon in holes and puddles at the
bottom

some brought up water in buckets for their stock by traveling
over onefourthone offourth a mile or ratherrathar climbing while others clam-
bered down to an overhanging rock and draweddraped up water with lassos
and then passed it from hand to hand until it reached the top
this was veryveltveit dangerous work snd7

5ujh7 very few ag all they wanted 20

billings says the above water was drawn one hundred and fiftyiftyefty feet by

paccj p 7 this crossing of huntington greekcreek would likely
be below the junction of huntington and cottonwood creeks and above
the site where the ferronperron and huntington creeksgreeks join to formforn the san
rafael river

imd

the elk mountain mission p 191

if the missionariesssionaries were following gunnisonsgunnison0eGunni routesons at salt
creekgreek west an3nof anth great basin rim and were on it at huntingtonathuntington
greek it seemsseens to the writer that they likely followed it between the
two pointpoints mentioned gunnison had wagons withmith himwnhin and surely the
missionaries could follow the route thistha surveyor made some twenty
months earlier

pace p 7

huntington ppap 97989798097 98980

14

and huntington creekecreek3 there they met some friendly green river

indians who volunteered to show the missionaries a route to the green

river which would save two or three daysdays1dayse travel president billi-

ngs and five other horsemen surveyed the newly proposed route some

five or six milesniles that night and decided to follow it the next morn-

ing 15 being piloted by the indians the missionaries left
gunnisons route20route26 and followed the old spanish trail the former be-

ing to their north 2 7 the first day after leaving huntington greekcreek

no water was foundoundyoundaund until shortly before dark and this was

hunt ton creearcreeak 23 fing
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33billings33billinga33 pBillingsBillinga 3

3the34the elk mountain mission

1

means of the ropes on june 2 185 they reached the green

river 3 the teams and men were ailall weak from a lack of sufficient

and proper drinking water 3 as only one running spring had been found

in the forty odd miles between huntington creekgreek and green river 32

the day following their arrival at green river being sunday

the missionaries spent the day in resting enjoying the abundance of

water and the pleasant shade of the cottonwoods which lined the river

that afternoon a meeting was held at which several indians were pres-

ents billingsB says

0 we had a talk with thellatheonathemthenthan told them our business was to leamlearn
sic7r47 them the principles of the gospel and to raise grain they

seemed to have the spirit of the lord upon them and to be well
pleased with wat sic7i2 we had told themthenuthenchenu 33

those same indians were later described as being so honest and friend-

ly that the missionaries did not keep guards on their livestock at

nighty
moving down the river about a mile on the day following the

group located a good site for ferrying they had a mallsmall boat which

president billings had brought along as his wagon box1boxiboxa some of the

men started boiling tar and making pitch so that the boat could be

calkedbalked while others made oars unloaded wagons or herded the cattle

18 this would be
near the site where present green river utah is located
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bonton p 98

39mcewan3mcewan39 pMcEwan 12

whunfington40ftntington p 98 an example of the water shortage is
shown in an experience encountered by john mcewan and john clarkdarknark one
day while laboriously driving the loose stock through this terrain
they became so thirsty that they roped a cow took off one of their

reainreqin

16

with the boat in working order they started ferrying some of the run-

ning gears across the river however in doing so william P

carrollscarroll wagon wheel fellellfelifeilelieil over the side of the boat grapple hooks

were 35used in an attempt to find it but proved unsuccessful each

wagon including its full load required twotrournunnbno trips with the boat to
36get it across the river getting the cattle across proved to be the

most difficult task relative to this problem president billings

wrote 11
0 we worked nearly two days in trying to swim our cattle

and only got twentyfivetwenty overfive we then took two at a time and towed

them over with the boat manynanymarvnarv of them would not swim a stroke and
37

some swamswan back in trying to force the cattle into the river they

broke the leg of a large fat ox 0 B huntington felt it was a good

thing for we needed beef 38

the afternoon of june ath the missionaries left the green

39river and started for grand river 0 B huntington says there were

two watering places between the two rivers this made it extremely

difficult when one considers that a large portion of their route was

through sand and in other places large dugways had to be cut to let
them into rocky canyons 4
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on june 10 18118551855. the tired thirsty party reached the grand

river in the little valley by the same namenamnal 41 for many years prior

to the arrival of the missionaries this valley had been a favorite

spot for indians to gather mainly because the terrain for miles

around is rough and almost waterless the climate is temperate and

the snowfall light the soil is rich and productive as much so as any

other valley in the rocky mountains 4 after the missionaries had

been in the valley a short time john mcewan further described it in

a letter as

10 about three miles dethewidethewi mountains high and almost
perpendicular where we are asdpof a reddish caste a few cot-
ton wood trees scattered on the mountain side and a small range
for stock at the north end of the valley where we are the land
is sandy with a little dark shade in it beyond it looks as though
it were allanailali sand

there is not much land for farming purposes it is
thick with sage brush and greasewood and nearly all sand no
firewood except going from forty to fortyfiveforty milesfive they say no
fencing material s our stock will be herdedherde to keep them
off the grain as the farmfarrafarnfarna will be exposed and open 4

0 B huntington adds further to the valleys description by saying it

some ten miles long by two and onehalfone widehalf with the elk
mountains the la sal mountainjsmountainsMountainmounta thirty7.7 miles distant in an east
south east direction eikelkzik mountain and packsaddlepack creekssaddle unite
near the center of the valley and empty into grand river where it

shoes milked it full and drank it it took fiveivelve shoes full before
they agreed to release the cowcowleowcowe

imcewan41mawani pMcEwan 12

history of san juan stake moab ward Ms copy in LDS

church historians office salt lake city introduction
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those things they cached in grand valley
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enters a kanyon sic in the mountains the river runs
through the north west end of the valley and is18 ruggedlyraggedly kanyonedkanyo
ixc7

ned
at its entrance and exit 44

on june l2th12thlath billings and lvefiveive others crossed the river to

select a site for the fort while these men were selecting the site

others were busy ferrying the wagons and supplies across the river

clearing land for plowing or engaged in building the dam or the ditch

by which the new land might be watered 4

As the valley was explored the missionaries found that the

indians were raising corn and melons by means of irrigation 4 the

seeds for these two crops had been taken from a mormon cache made in

the valley the previous year 47 the crops were watered by building a

dyke or dam of loose soil and rubbish around the crops and running

water into the enclosure 4

after being in the valley a few days the missionaries held a

meeting in which it was agreed by unanimous vote that joseph S

rawlins be first counselor and william R holden second counselor to

president billings with oliver B huntington as clerk after a few

remarks by the aforementioned men all the missionaries retired to the
LO

river and were rebaptizedbaptizedrebaptizerre

Deseretwpeseret news august 1 18 p 16
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1854 governorGoverno
young called twelve men to make a trading trip among bhethe navajos and
to explore the country in southeastern utah they left manti on
october 17 9 iphyiqhy18541854. with five wagons loaded withmith supplies
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on the day the missionaries were baptizedrebaptizedrebaptizerre the president said

they would all work and live together as a family t1havinghaving one common

interestinterests this plan however was not satisfactory to some for they

wanted to work by themselves land would not agree to work on a common

interest until a trial experimentexperiiasntexperimnt could be made the50 day following

this announcementarmo juneuncement 17th the president realizingreahreaU theeangzang opposition

to the familyamily plan said the men

could go into messes form small companiescompan andlesxeetee farm together
or each man could work by himselflwelfloelf they could in fact suitsult them-
selves and work as they pleased and afxf any one wanted to raise
nothing he could have the privilege

the company was then divided into rourfour messes billings being captain

over twelve 0 B huntington captain over eleven john lowry jr
2over nine and james ivie captain of nine the work of the mission

was frequently divided on the basis of the mess such as one being re-

sponsible for plowing another for the dam and ditches while the

others mightnight be working on the fort

the day after the company divided into messes darkclarkmark A hunt-

ington levi G metcalf and moses draper were sent to recover the

cache made in the valley the year before they53 found the wagons

ten spades some tobacco and some lead everything else had been taken

by the indians an2 estimated loss of three hundred dollars 4

golbiegolbid50ibido

lthealthe elkeik mountain mission june 17 18

g2lb3xl521btio

53huntington53hunbo53 pangtoningtonHuntington 9690po

the54ttthe elk mountain mission june 18 18

made50
16

f
fam

s tu1

four

n

54

s elkmoimtainmission 1855

3 ne 52

zhe

ua



aiertheoieolearthe mormonemormon 7

by the time st john made his appearanceame thearance missionaries had

their crops and gardens planted

I1 had a dream the other night and I1 saw the mormons coming
here to live on my land and I1 went and got my men and was

ige150

sa3saa

ahtght

la17

57meewanevan

20

on june 23rd the missionaries met the first indians in the

valley they were a group of excited utes who were fleeing from the

snake indians and came into the elderseidersalders camp calling for assistance in

getting their families across the biverriver clark A huntington hurried

off to the river and by means of the boat which they had hauled fromfron

manti ferried the remainder of the utes across the grand river to

safety A week later suit sub soc its nicknamed st john the

chief of the elk mountain utes came into the valleyvailey with four ofaf his

men he had seen the great smoke caused from the burning brush as

the land was cleared and had come to see who was sending this unin-

telligible smoke signal he saidsald the group was welcome to stay this

being the first group of whites or reds to which he had ever extended

such an invitation he further said

0 0

going to drive them off but the great spirit told me to let the
mormons alone that we must be good friends and not fight any
more he wanted us to learn sic7sica hisbis wild boys how to plow
raise grain andcand work like 5ie mormon7

they had moved the site of the fort

fearing the original site would be inundated by the river during flood
c7stages and were progressing well on their corralcorralscorraiconral the corralcorralscorraiconral one

hundred and thirty feet by sixty feet was made from logs nine feet

b june 23 18

5pace56paceapace p 12 billings says stesto john was infuriated at see-
ing the whites settling on the land but felt satisfied after receiving
two shirts and a blanket billings p 6 7
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corralcorrai 580

the uth of julyju sawY many indians gathered to the grand valley

the activities of the missionaries howeverhowe duringverrverp the day did not

impress the indians for they said the whites acted ilmelite foolsoolsf instead

of menmanneten the mission journal records that the natives to whom we

were sent should reprove us of our laughter and folly filled all with

a sense of shame and reminded us of our instructions from the prophet

and caused sudden reform 159

lneahe

21

long being set in the ground three feet the west end of the fort
was to serve as the east end of the corral0corralc

the elders decided to observe the following day as their fast
day it being the first thursday of the month this same procedure

was followed throughout the remainder of the mission

the morning after the first fast day some messes started haul-

ing stone for constructing the fort 61 which they planned to be sixty
o0

feet square there were several indians in the valley by this time

and some of them objected to their white friends building a fortfortaforteforbe

it was all right to build a corral in which to keep their stock but

if the missionaries were to be their friends then why should they have

a big rock fort for protection twotrotrl or three prominent indians even

forbade the missionaries to build any more on the fort old

the elk mountain mission 11 jumjune 29 lq

bidibid july4july 1818554

60billings60 pBillings 6
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nicholas a relative of chief st john was opposed to the mission-

aries staying on this land hailinghalling sxc7r the stones and piling themthen

up as zz pleasedpioplopie 11041164ased another indian camecameamcaa to some of the

elders who were cutting wild hay and told them to cease cutting the

hay and leave the country the number of indians however who hadbad

this negative feeling toward the missionaries was small but would

later prove their devastating strengthstrengths the large majority of the

indians were friendly and happy to have the missionaries in the val-

ley the indians came in bands and droves 0 0 all keen for

trade

the

ohlefchiefschief presence had a quietening effect on the indians he told his

people the mormons had come to help them that he wanted the indians

to treat the mormons right and not steal from them and that they
7

should all live together billings said he told the elders

to live here and leamlearn them the
expect us to give his men something to eat every time they

came amongst us he did not want us to bring any more men out
here that we had plenty tpplive amongst them to
trade smd learn them to workowork 0

7

ffhey7

65

1166
someSOMsonesol staying for fairlyairlyairey long periods of time and others mo-

ving on quite quickly

chief st john returned to the valley on july lith and found

the indians in a state of excitement caused eithereitberelthereilber from trade mis-

sionary work irritated indians or a combinationcombinatcombinant of all three
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the afternoon of july iirth two indians came into camp saying
69chief araleenarapeen was comingcoining from the settlements with letters and would

soon be at the fort his arrival with the mail was heralded with joy

and appreciation by the missionaries as some of them had not heard

from their families since leaving for their missions

at daylight the following morning according to indian custom

araleenarapeen was out preaching to the indians at the top of his voice

speaking first in the ute language and then in navajo that evening

a meeting was held in which chief araleenarapeenAra chiefpeen st john and ammon

st johsjohnsjohnb brother all preached and the meeting H was given up

to the natives the spirit of god ruled in power visablesabledisablevi the work

70was beginning to take root in their hearts A week later several

of the indians including one of the chiefs requested baptism A

meeting was held at which the sacrament was administered and instruc-

tions given to the candidates by clarkdark A huntington and andrew jack-

son allred after the meeting they retired to the river some two

miles away where comahrowats was the first to be baptized his name

however was first changed to nephi teshucktooick followed his namenane

being changedchangedto to lehi sahpatsopanahban was next his new name being

samuel i joseph was the new name given to sahuhsabuh weremiruhwerewuruh before he was

71baptized there were fourteenorteenarteenfo males and one female baptized all of

arapeenaraleenAra hadpeen been baptized earlier and was a good friend to
the members of the churchechurchychurch

70the70itthe elk mountain mission july 1 18 see also
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ak2k24
72them receiving a new name 11 after the baptisms each person was con-

firmed at the waters edge under the hands of president billings
7173joseph rawlins and john mcewan

1855lagg

74mcewan74mcewan ppap 20212021020 210

7thettheatthert

21

elk mountain mission

after which the party returned to

the ortfort where nephi lehi samuel and joseph were ordained elderseiderseldereider 4

A few days before these baptisms took place the last stone

on the fort walls had been laid it being only two weeks since they

werevereliere started with thetlle completion of the fort walls william P

garrollcarroll stephen R moore christopher columbus perkins john lowry

jr james ivie john grawfordcrawford and william holden were sent home to

help with indian affairs at salt creek letters from the remaining

missionaries were sent to their families in the settlements

the same day the last stone of the fort was laid chief

arapeenaraleen and his men left the valley on their trip to the navajoscavajosNavajos

some three weeks later he returned accompanied by four navajo chiefs

one of them being his brother chief speeds they came to make peace

with the utes in order that they the cavajosnavajosNava mightjos learn the ways

and customs of the missionaries an invitation was extended to the

elders to visit and teach the navajoscavajosNavajos

july 22 18

july 19 18
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theathe3

athefthe missionariesmissionariemissio werenarlenarie the only friends they had that
he told his boys to steal nothing from us but to live in peace
and in the spring he wanted all his men to put in grain ectact so
as to live as athefthe eldertselder2s

ztheathe missionaries7 80

2

the elders continued to hold theirthein meetings at which the

indians were usually in strong attendance at one 0 these meetingsmae

held

tings

the last of july chief nephi was called on to speak and in part

said

that ehe

the elderjseldertseldereider dojS and have plenty to eat

the sacrament was explained and administered to all who had been bap-

tized at thethowhe close of the meeting the indians both young and old

promised not to steal the least thing from

on the 19th of august three of the brethren who had gone to

the settlements earlier returned to the mission with the mail among

the many letters received was one from president brigham young to

president billings A meeting was called to which the natives were

RP82invited and the letter was read it instructed all missionaries to

travel and live with the indians except enough to defend the fort

this news was received with much rejoicing by the indians 0

79mcewan79 pMcEwan 23

the elkeliceik mountain mission july 29 18
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82mcewan82mc&ran82 ppapMcEwanmeewan 262726

the

27

elk mountain mission august 19 18

25

X

of

is7
ec

0

0 0 ehe missionaries 07

the elders record many indians visiting the mission during the

early part of augusteaugustsaugust several of them had never seen bread before and

did not know what it was they were hunting friends and having heard

of the mormons they came to see them andaada wantedad to be friends 01
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with the return of bhethe threeethree elderelderseldeneideneiders on the 19th and a fourth

one the ollowingfollowingallowing day fifteenifteenfifteen others prepared to namematemakenammnakemaee a visit to the

settlements and left on the 21st 4 this left twentytwotwenty elderstwo to

care for the mission

the last of august saw the fort completedempl witheted the gates

hung cabins inside the ortfortforb completed the corral completed water

ditched into the fort and the elders living in relative security

at this same time president billingskillings ethan pettet john

lowry jr william G petty clinton williams and darkclarkmark A hunting-

ton in answer to an earlier invitation by the navajo chiefs left
the mission to visit that tribe they planned to investigate the po-

ssibilities of trade and to learn the attitude of the navajos concern
ftc

ing missionary workwark 85 the elders returned from the trip on september
PA8612th they had traded for horses and several blankets but had made

no attempt at missionary work not even describing the mission which

they had started at grand valley clarkdarkmankkark A huntington the inter-

preter however had a short private conversation with one of the

chiefs who instructed huntington that the missionaries would be al-

lowed and welcome to settle among the navajos if they could find a

suitable place the stipulation given by the chief was due to the

shortage of space in the veryvextvert narrow canyon in which the tribe had

their settlement 0
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with the coming of september the elders were not the only

ones to notice the maturing of the crops chief st john visited the

missionaries andland said he had lied when he told the brethren the

indians would not steal because he had found that they had been stealitealibeal
op

ing corn 11

at the fast meeting in september john mcewanmeewan was called to

speakspeaks there were several natives in the congregation and during the

meeting one of them beckoned to andrew J allred to leave the meet-

ing while going to idsMs lodge the indian asked allred what mcewan was

speaking aboutabow at the lodge several indians were gambling and sterafter

each game allred would explain some of the things upon which mcewanmeewan

had been speaking then followed another game and further explana-

tion this procedure was repeated several times when allred was in-

formed that two or three indians would likely be baptized the follow-

ing morning 0 the following day however there were eighteen bap-

tized instead of the anticipated two or three they were each given

a new name and three of the men were ordained elders and two ordained

priests 0 from that time on baptisms were performed almost daily

during the middle of september st john became quite sick and

sent his son requesting someone to administer to him john crawford

james W hunt peter stubbs william H hamblin john mcewan and

92darkclarkmark A huntington responded to the invitation john mcewan

the elk mountain mission september ay2y 18

MCEwancean ppap 3132
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records the following

A short time after the administrationadininistratdlo one squaw commencedcomencoleneolen
doctoring

ineime ced
him

7.7
and two others joined in singing thencetbence one young

indian got up and danced with a gunganban in his arms flint lock snd7
a little powder in the pan after a whileuhlie he fired it off this
was to kill the devil or drive him awayavely then he had a great many
curious maneuversnanou iic7tsic7andvers and actions before retiring to rest we
repaired to the banks of pack saddle creekgreek and brother john
crawfordgrawford offered up prayer thence returned to wickiupwick foundi
the

up
chief sitting up and eating a little boiled watermellonwater andmellon

juice he inquired if any of us wanted to eat some it was the
best hebe had but none of us felt hungry 3

prior to the middlemjlddle of septemberseitembersettember the elders had placed guards

on their crops in hopes of keeping the indians from stealing them

matters became worsemorse however and on

startedswatted

september

cutting

lth15thithalth

the

thetha

corn

missionaries

and hauling it to the fort in order that it
0might be saved

in the midst of the heavy stealing on september 19th six

elders ethan pettet john cramfordgrawfordcrawford andrew J allred william P

jones william gi petty and john lowry jr started for home three

of them had completed their missionsssionssesions 5 the others however were return
9ing for a short visit with the departure of these six men there

were sixteen left to care for the fort crops and livestock

the day followingol thelowing departure of these men president billi-

ngs returning from the crops reported the indians had taken all the

beets part of the turnips part of the potatoes all the squash and

all the melons the missionaries were then sent to harvest the remain-

der of the potatoes in order to have seed for the next year this
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however amounted to only three pecks

the dayclayolayotay of the coupcomcow de grace september 23rd the mission-

aries felt apprehensive and moved their herd ground this provoked

some of the indians who camecamscans to the fort for an explanation whilewhlewhie

the indians were milling around the fort the suspicion of jamsjanesjaasjamb A

hunt wasmasvasvab aroused when about noon he saw three indians start in3 the

dad3

n

directionrection of the herd hibhis horse being some distance from the fort
hunt took his lariat and left immediately to catch the animal so

that he mightnight3 more quickly check on the herd and herders and if
necessary assist in bringing the stock to the corral As he left
the fort on foot charles the son of st john followed him on

horseback hunt felt uneasy with charles at his heels and frequently

turned to look at him at which charles would laugh and ask why hunt

was so nervousnerned aboutvouse a mile from the fort charles asked hunt to

look at the stock which he did by raising himself on tiptoe at

that time hunt was shot with the gun charles had recently traded from

GC A huntington the ball entered huns back about an inch and

onehalfone tohalf the left of the back bone and four inches above the small
98

of his back and went downward in a diagonal direction and lodged in
oo00

his thigh
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99 immediately after the shot charles shouted to another

indian to run and tamefatetamm the horses the indians then left crossed
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ephraim wight and sheldon be cutler were herding the stock at

the timetimtil of the shot and apparently saw what happened wight drove

the stock toward the fort while cutler rode at breakneck speed to

sound the adamualamualarm As he rode into the fort shouting the alarmalamalaa presi-

dent billings jumped on the horse behind wight and they started for

hunt several others ollowedfollwedhollwedallowed with blankets water and rifles

clinton williams started on horseback to assist with the stockstocksstocke

the

101loi

men placed hunt in a blanket and started for the fort but with a

quarter of a mile to go the indianslneIneind recrossedcrossedreblansLians the river and started

toward them shooting as they approached william M sterrett

sheldon B cutler and clarkdark A huntington dropped behind to act as a

rear guard so that the others might carrycaritearit hunt to the fortforti during

the shower of bullets president billings was hit in the right fore-

finger

30

i nothe river and assembled on the other side

this however was the only casualty among the missionaries

other than hunt most of the cattle and horses were brought into the
102corral except a few driven off by the indians

the men in the fortortyort were next surprised by the burning of

their winter supply of hay and corn these two items had been stacked

adjacent to the corral wall five or six men were soon engaged at car

ryirg water in an attempt to save the logs and thus keep the stock

from escaping theytmey managed to save the corral but the hay and corn

10opeterlppeterlepeterlP gottfredsonpeter history of indian depredations in utah
salt lake city skelton publishing go 1919p 86
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were completely caasumedccnsujnibcl

during the afternoon charles was seen leading six indians

toward the mountains rifle shots were later heard in that direction

alydalli it was feared that charles and his men had met and killed edward

edwards and williamwilli behunin who had gone into the mountains the day

loh104
before to obtain freshreshrebh game for their mess

some of the indians near the fort continued shooting until

after dark while others came to the fort and talked to GC A hunting-

ton denying they had killed the two elders on the mountain the

indians also asked for bread and received all the missionaries had

after this the natives turned the water out of the ditch leading to

the fort and later that night acknowledged killing the two hunters
1

hunt continued to live and suffer during the night he was

administered to by his companions but he soon told them he was dying

again the elderseiders laid their hands upon himmm blessed him and dedicated

him to the lord asking the lord to take him if it were his will no

sooner had they removed their hands than brother hunt died iii111iti11106 he

had lived about thirteen hours after being shot

this was not a general uprising for there were many indians

who were sorry to see it happen those who participated were under

no single chiefs some were green river utes others were of white

Gottfredsonottfredsonott pefredson 8
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tayestsyesilyes utes but the main body is described as a strolling band of

thieves and murderers lt however on this occasion the cutthroats were
j fciifrii

under the leadership of charleschaniesoharles son of st john

with three of their men dead the ir winter supply of hay and

corn burned the water turned from the fort and receiving word that

the renegades had sent runners for additional help the thirteen re-

maining missionaries decided it was best to abandon the mission and

flee for their safety without eating breakfast they left about 11

amaoma 10 taking tabatvibat provisionsprov3prova theyslone could carry being fired upon

by the indians as the missionariesmissionammissional left the latter returned the fire
and killed four of the belligerents to further handicap the mission-

aries stephen moore was sick andnd had to be helped all the way

however the group made good their escape being assisted by some of

the friendly indians ill111ililii
after crossing the grand river they met an old chief and two

of his sons the chief a brother of st john told the missionaries

he would recover as much of their stock as possible and wouldirrould see that

the three dead men were buried he later returned with eight cows

lesnrlosnr elk mountain mission tt september 23 18

109lbid1091bid1091

journal110journal110llolio
bid

history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints Ms history in LDSIODSloys church historianshistorian s office salt lake
city october 2 18 p 2 hereafter referred to as journal
history this account further states that the missionaries did not
take any horses with them as they escaped this however is an error
as there were several horses taken richardwrtehardruehardricharda it jamesjamsjanesjaas william
sterrett and clarkolare A huntington all rode horses one of which was
later killed for meat
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boftmentomennowennment

mismibnibaionvionalon

hishib companionscompanion were about half way to the abandoned

missionalmieelonmissionaminiamIsmls chiefslonaeelonsionAablonabion speeds a brother to arapeenaraleenAra camepeen into the mission-

ario

mission-

aries carlpcamp about midnightmidri andight told them of the late uprising at the

missionmilonimisvion the elders then turnedvurned about and started for manti arriving

iibid112jbidobibid

ithe
I1

elk mountain mission september11 2 18

beggoretBeg lewalewsnewsgeretgoret novemberj 17 1851855 p 280betdet

ak1k rd

33

stating the remainder had been killed or wounded

As the missionaries reached green river it was decided to

send williamWilli wiWarnazaaia sterrett clark A huntington and richard W jammes

through the spanish fork trail to intercept any elders who might be

returning to the mission 113 both groups the one following bhettethe old

spanish trailtraia and the one going by way of the spanish fork route 9 left
on september athy2thy the latter group taking only four daysidays rations as

they expected to be home in five dayadays 1114114ilulilg

the missionaries under billings reached huntington creekgreek on

september 27th27thi there they left two notices for any missionariemissionaries whomho

might be returning to the mission from their visit home informing

them of the abandonmentabandonments with the exception of john mobwanmcewan uliatillsulla

group reacted manti on september 30th mcewan beoamebecame lost while cross-

ing the range of mountain west of present etoeryzwry county and did not

arrive in manti until october uth

meanwhile the trio traveling by the spanish fork route becanbecam

lostjilost which resulted toin their missing oliver B huntington andwi some

elders who had been reassigned from the white mountain mission A

huntington and hi

112
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sionbionblonariesarles took the wrong tralltrail and entered the canyons north of price
rather than going to the west and northnorthwestevestowestoveste the location at which
they reached the green riverrivar is not known but it would likely be
some place below presentdaypresent ourayday utah

dese2ji22s117lit novembernovemberlnovembersdeseret 17news 18 po 280280

ibid118ibidle

ilg115

trailtrall

ath5th

aftemattempt

7thath

c

the three elderseiderseldenseidens who had become lost along the spanish fork

route encountered some trying experiences the fifth day the one on

which they should have reached home they wereweare still lost in the mou-

ntains following one deadenddead trailend and retracingretracmretrace their steps only to

follow another october th saw them eating rawhide moccasin soles

in an attempt to get some nourishmentnourishments that afternoon they discovered

a fresh indian trail and followedfoll itcued until dark their supper that

night consisted of a portion of the small dog which had been accompany-

ing them the followingollo dayving they were much surprised when the indian

trail led them to the green river 116 that night they hung the re-

mainder of their dog meat out to freeze and then roasted it the foll-

owing morning saying that it tasted much better that way

the tralistrails on the afternoon of october th led them to the

indian camp sterrett says

some might think it strange that we should want once more to
get among a portion of the same tribe which a few days before had
sought our lives and drove us from our property and from our
homes 0 but we trusted in the god of israel 5 we had prayed that
he would direct us to some lamanitelamlaniam sicarate camp and now he was
about to do it we felt to praisepra3prac hisse holy name we found them to
be a very friendly bandoband the chief took us to his lodge and set
before us a large tin pantan fall of the oicestchoicestnicest pieces of fat deer
meat to which we did ample justicejust ll1111icele

huntington115htington p 1001000loo

it1161t would likely have been near price utah that the mi-
ssionaries
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the following day was spent in camp jerking some of the horse

natneatneal and resting sterrett told his dream to his companions and they

agreed to followjollow the directions he suggested

on the 17th they reversed their route and went down thethatiutib stream

they camped about nine or ten oclock that night still not knowingkno

where

laninginking

they were of the morning of october l8th18thlath sterrett later

records

so strong was our belief that weme werewercwetsberc near the valleys of the
mountains that we did not eat any of our meat but pushed on for
five miles and to our unspeakable joy we discovered utah lake
then did our hearts melt before our father in heaven and we felt

lthis119thisalthis was the provoprove river after reaching the river they
went upstreamup tostreanstream the approximate vicinity of present heber utaheutzahutahsutzat

odeseretODe120 newshewsseretdeseretsaret novenbernoveittoernovemberNov 17enber 18 p 280

119ilg frutru rand7randa

35

after nestingresting a day or sorsoy the elders continuedconfirmed on their jour-

ney the twentypoundtwenty supplypound of meat which they had received from the

indians was soon exhausted and the nightniit of the 12th saw them cooking

rawhide straps from their saddles sterrett says they all felt quite

unwelluni thefell following morning their clothes had been badly torn

from their bodies by this time and their shoes were marlynearlymariymanly worn out

leaving theirthelthein feet exposed to the rocks prickly pears and briars

on the lth15thithalth they approached a large stream in which the water

was running west after discussing theirthein route they decided to go up

stream and after traveling about eight miles they camped for the

night 1 sterrett says I1IIV had nothing to eat 0 an

was very hungry S h6 SLa worn out horse y and roasted a

part for supper 0 I1 was here directed in a dreamdreandreada whichwh wayichiehleh to go to

get out of the mountains 120

so
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to praise his name for delivering us from the difficulty we havebave
been placed in and from the danger to which we havebave been ex
posed

thus twentyfourtwenty daysfour after the trio left their companions

at green elvereiverriver they joyously entered the city of provoprove where they

learned that president billings upon reaching manti had officially
1 p

closed the mission by releasing all the missionaries though the

mission was never reopenedre theopened shortshortyshortr dramaticdrajna experiencesbicticwic of these

missionariesmission havearmasariasammas become a saga of missionary work among the utes

theretbereabere are undoubtedly many reasons for the failure of the

mission one of the major reasons was the failure on the part of the

missionaries to leave 0 rortfort and live with the indians as instructed

by president young this would have resulted in a more friendly rela-

tionship between the two groups however as it was the missionaries

kept themselves somewhat aloof by using the fort as a means of protec-

tion the fort was a sign to the indians that they were not trusted

by the missionaries

the friction that resulted from somesombomebom of the indians helping

themselves to the elders crops may have had somsomesol effect upon the up-

risings there were feelings of animosity exhibited from the timetine the

missionariesmissamiss3 startedfonariesonaries the fort having a knowledge of these conditions

billings was not too cautious in permitting so many elders to return

home for a visit at one time thus with only a few missionaries

present the belligerent indians may have felt they could stage a suc-

cessful uprising
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had the uprising not occurred and had the missionaries re

mined in the grand valley they undoubtedly would have been ableahleabie to

give great assistance to the indians this assistance however

would likely have been more in their temporaltemp ratheroealcralocal than their

spiritual needs even though there were probably more than fifty

indians baptized it is doubtful that their lives were changed much

their background customs and living conditions were not conducive

for strict adherence to this mwnew wvway of worshipping andmd livinglivings

the disaster at the mission was one of the major reasons for

permanent settlers not wanting to enter the valley thus neff says

the permanent settlement of the valley was deferred for a full
decade J

HTeff p 237
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CHAPTER 111IIIill

THE lasIAS vb5asVEGAS MISSIONMLSSION

the inception of the project took place in the spring of 18

when several elders were called to open an indian mission at the as

vegas springs it was an extreme sacrifice for most of the men to equip

themselves for suchauchsach an undertaking they left their homes with what

they hoped were enough provisions to last them until more could be

raised the desert proved a major obstacle in reaching their destina-

tion the extremely hot summersumnerbummer days at the mission made farming quite

difficult after the laborious task of planting and sowing was co-
mpleted the results were discouraging due to the soil being heavily im-

pregnated with saleratus as well as being contaminated with worms what

crops the missionaries did raise were constantlyconstant threatenedlv by the local

indians who felt little restraint in helping themselves several of the

indians were baptized into the churchy but this seemed to have little
effect on changing their customscustom and mode of living A year after the

mission was started nathaniel jones came to the fort with instructions

to take what men and supplies he needed to assist him in mining lead

because of the authoritative position of jones in requesting foodstuffs

and missionaries and inferring that william bringhurst president of the

mission was subservient to jones a breach was started between the two

this breach which was nourished by a compost of jealousy and mistrust

38
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was later to result in bringhurst being dropped from the mission and dis

fellowshippedfellow fromshipped the churchchurchychuncho conditions under which these two groups

the miners and the missionaries were living should have called for close

and diligent cooperation but because of the estranged relationship be-

tween the two leaders there were dissentionsdissentiousdissent andions ill feelings between the

two groups these ill feelings unsuccessful attempts to adequately

smelt the galena lead ore and the frequent raids by the indians caused

the miners to abandon their project and start for home in february 1857187

and the bulk of the missionariesssionaries soon followed

las vegas is a spanish termtewaterntera meaning theffthefathe meadows this madow

was located in the southeast cornercomer of presentdaypresent nevadaday whereidlervalervaiere the city

of las vegas is situated the men in the writers program statostate that

by 1830 the big springs and meadows were a welcome camping

place to the caravans of traders traveling to or from california

john GC fremont was at the springs in lahulauh and jefferson hunt sent to

obtain seeds and foodstuffs for the mormon church traveled this short-

ened rouberoute in 1847

there were various objectives or reasons the church had for want-

ing to establish a mission at the springsspring s one of these is found in the

fifth general epistle of the church gluengiven in april 1811851 it reads in

part

elder amasa lyman and charles G rich left this place early in
march for the purpose of establishing a settlement in the
southern part of california near the7 williams carrhranchrarrh and cajon

A

ritersWriters

4

1lwriterslW program of the work projects administration in the
state of nevada nevada A guide tothe sxlvgr state portland oregon
binfordsBin andfords mort igho p 184
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with hopes of achieving the objectives or reasons just stated

the church called thirty men at the april conferencearence of 18 to found a

mission at the las vegas springs

most of the missionaries had families to support and some of them

seret news april 8 1811851 p 23

flora D B hornehome compecompo autobiography of george washington
bean and his family recardarecards salt lakesake city utah printing co 19451945.
p 1151150

aneff4feff4neff p 23

the missionaries were james T S allred george W bean
james A bean william bringhurst william burston sidney gartengartercarter benja-
min cluff joseph GC clowes william S covert edward cuthbertguthbert william
foster ariot L hale william hamblin benjamin R hulse richard james
william P jones jr albert knapp william maxwell joseph milliammillia
ira S miles amasa E miriam william QC mitchell jr william nixon
stephen 0 perryperlypenly thomas E ricksrick william GC A smoot george G snyder
john steele and williamwinlan vance

neff says that thirty mmmn were called in 1854 to establish a
mission at las vegas but for some reason did not attempt to do so
neff p 234

av4v

smootesmootp

aneff6neff

ho

pass between which and iron county we design to establish settle-
ments as speedily as possible so as to have a continued line
of stations and places of refreshment between this point and the
pacific

in

order that theatheirthe3thein living conditions might be improved A fifth reason is
given by neff as to protect immigrants and the united states mail from

the indians

10 0
2

A second reason may have stemmed fromfron the hopes of finding and smelting

ore into needed metalstaisatals two other reasons the same as those involved

in the establishment of other rockyrochy mountain missions weremere to act as

guards or barriers along one of the strategic routes into the great

basin and as george VW bean says to teach11teach those wildmildvild piede indians the

blessings of peace and industry and honesty and kindred

stemmedfrom
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had good opportunities for financial advancement but because of their
devotion to the church and respect for those in authority they left their

families and employment to meet the request of the churchechurchychurch george W

bean is a good example he was employed by col steptoe in exploring a

wagon road on the south side of great salt lake As the exploration was

completed the men returned to salt lake where col steptoe needing bean

for his ability as an indian interpreter offered him five dollars per

day plus all provisions furnishedfurnifarni ifshed he would take a new assignment

under such elaborate financial prospects one is able to see why bean

would record I1 was stunned to leamlearn my name had been listed and voted
7

upon to go on a mission he went to brigham young and had his call

verified president young knewknemkner of beas offer from col steptoe but

still felt bean was needed as an interpreter for the mission bean said

his religion came first and he would be glad to serve wherever he was

called showing the spirit of beansbeas wife and this would likely be

typical of most otherotlerotierotloti familieser left behind he says she assured me she

would taketalm good care of things in my absence and had faith all would be

well with us 8

at a meeting on april 22nd the elders were set apart for their

mission and decided to depart on may 7thath brigham instructed them as

to their obligations and orson hyde advised them to raise a crop that

season missionaries living south of salt lake were notified of the

plans of departure so that they might be prepared to join the caravan as

it moved southsouttubouthbouttu however the party was delayed and did not leave until
may lothlothelotho

horne p 1140lih
8hornejhorns p 117
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plant them when Is ho got to las vegas

upon reaching juab valley the missionaries were called together

by president bringhurst and organized intonto a company william S covert

was chosen first counselor y ira S miles second counselorcouncaun ariotselor I1 hale

captain of the guard and ira S miles appointed clerkcleric pro temterntenntannten of the

companycomp 1lo10anyo moving on to nephi they were overtaken by somsomebomebomboa elders from

proveprovo somosorosomesorm of whom were going to the elk mountain mission and some to

las egas it was there the decision was reached to allow richard jamasjamajamesjawsaaas

and william hamblin who had been assigned to the las vegas mision to

go to the elk mountain mission in exchange forfon william A follett and

john W tunnerturner 11

president young and other church officials preceded the mission-

aries into southern utah and there called additional elders to serve at

las vegas As the caravan reached the sevier river 9 they were joined by

amasa miriam sylvester hulet and artemas millett the last two being
12called while brigham young was in manti while the company passed near

ariot L hale diary

42

prior to their departure a mrs sprouce from grantsvilleGrants gaveville

ariot 1 hale about a do amzeneenean cotton seeds and requested fiim2

e7

3

vegas

i n for

maxiam

it nontokioklo 3 original Ms in LDSIDS church his-
torians office salt lake oltygitycity p 3 hereafter referred to under the
author name one of hale diaries covering the early history of the
mission is lost when he returned home for a visit in 1861856 brigham young
told him he did not have to return to the mission he remained home and
thus his diary ends as far as the mission is concerned

leensonljensoniojensonlJIO pensonJenson 12 this history by jenson is almost a direct
copy of the missionAis journalblonsionelon with the exception of a few letters being
added to his articletiolearticieticiear the writer has compared themthenthan and for convenience
is using the published account by jenson
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rilenfallenallen 7hadahad

lakerlakel

to plow plant sow
actect and raise their own living without depending upon the pre-
carious means of subsisting on the little game that exists in the
sterile regions and of killing the cattle and horses of travelers
but also in their spiritual condition by delivering them from the
gross superstition of their fathersathersfathera and bringing them to a knowledge
of the covenants that the lord made with abraham isaac and jacob
with lehi nephi and moroni

bean says brother

lilenalienallen and his company TOre baptizing indians by scores and hundreds

0 the chiefs were all baptized and received english names such as

thomas rufus isaac ectact

arrived at the mudd7muddy7 it

journal

16

history13journdl 11 june 9 9 18 p 2

1 jens on ppap 12930129

horne

30

p 118

16jensonajensonaaensonA pjenson 131

43

cedargedar city bringhurst and others went to the iron works to see how the

ore was smelted and moulded isaac GC haight who was living at cedar

city wrote to erastus snow after the missionaries hadbad been there

from the knowledge that I1 have of most of the men who compose that
mission I1 feel sanguine that much good will be done to better the
condition of these poor and degraded sons of the desert not only
their temporarytemp conditionwary by teaching them howhoirhou

nw sfonariesionariesionlonarlesariesanies

0 sionslonmasMIS

f
1 1 0

313

pushing eon the elders reached tuletile bend of the santa clara where

the road leaves for the rio virgin on june 3rdard there they complied

with the instructions givenciven by orson hyde while in salt lake by all
being baptizedrebaptizedre and re confirmed upon reaching the muddy river they

metvatvetnet captain lusrufuswusbufusburus allenalienlilenailen and his four men who had been sent to explore the

colorado river alienallenailen and his party were waiting for the missionaries so

that they might cross the desert together george

th where

14

pa

W

7baptizing indj ans

4 O0 tljaj5 the mission journal confirms this

wherein it is recorded they sllen and his me had baptized about 230

indians since they

men

it arrived batfat
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from the muddy river to thetlle springsppmspm at las vegas the men were

faced with a fiftytwofifty miletwo waterless route the complete company rested

on junejum 12th and the following day bringhurst and about half the mnnan

took the strongest teams and started across the desert their kegs and

barrels weremere all filled with water in order that the cattle might be

refreshed and even revived while crossing the desert the remaining men

and teams were to wait at the muddy for twentyfourtwenty hoursfour and then start

the advance party arrived at the las vegas meadows about three pm on

june luth several of the animals could not make it and water had to be

taken back to themtheirsthen water and teams from the advance party were also

sent back to refresh and help the second group the day after the ad-

vance company reached the springs they were joined by the second group 7

G VW bean was in the second group and says weudeuse reachedreachadreachak the water at

last also fine meadow grass this was

1811orneorna

ngsngg

angingssprcpr

walterpwaterp

the hottest weather I1 ever

saw A few moaoatsMoa muddyoats indians came with us but we found no natives
0

at the las vegavegas springs

the day after the second party reached the meadows bringhurst

and a few others went to examine the springs and explore the meadowsmadowsgadows

some interesting accounts have been left of the springs john charles

fremont and his exploration partypart visited the springs on may 393y3.9ay iqtnh18

fremont says

two narrow streams of clear water four or five feet deep gush sud-
denly withmith a quick current from two singularly large springs
these and dotherother water in the basin pass out in a gap to the eastward
the taste of the water is good but rather too warm to be agreeable
the temperature being 71 in the one and 73 in the other they
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aaa0

19john chariescharlesoharles fremont narrativenarratives s of ebcplora

a pretty clear stream of water about the sizeizebloeioeloe of a common
millrace comes from two springs about four miles west of our
location

the 0 0 0 springs are from 20 to 30 feet in diameter and
at the depth of two feet the white sand bubbles all over as tho it
was sic the bottom but upon wading in there is no foundation
there and it has been soundedbounded to the depth of 60 feet without find-
ing bottombottomjbottonbottome andzindzundaund a person cannot sink to the armpits on account of
the strong upward ruhrushrudh of the water e

av2v

other accounts say the stream is about three feet wide and firfitfifafif

piteen inches deep having a tolerable swifswift current n being con

22fidfined to a deep narrow channel

bean describes the meadows as a nice patch of grass about half

a mile wide and two or three miles long situated at the footoot of a bench

40 or & feet high the valley faces east 112

with the exploration of the meadows completed it was decided to

build the fort near the center of the valley or basin4basin124basinbabinbasina on4124 a rise of
2ground close by the creeks

the day following the exploration of the meadows was sunday the

men built a bowery in the forenoon and then held a meeting in the

19john and adventure

45

however offered a delightful bathing place 19

G W bean writes
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receivreceive

in which he consecrated the place unto the lord he then spoke to

the missionaries and after expressing gratitude for their safe arrival

said he hoped the elders

felt the responsibility of their mission and that they would do
justice to the samei that they would all remember that they were to
set an example before the lamanitesLama ofnites sobriety and industry and
in short everything requisite to civilize and enlighten the de-
graded sons of the promise 1

A few days after arrivirgarrivingarriarrivarrlarria at the springs some of the men began

laying out the fort site while others were farmingfarmafarm3 ordg establishing an

irrigation system the garden lots were laid off along the bottom land
r0

just below thette fort site each man receiving a quarter acre lotlotoiotolote be-

sides the garden areas there were fifteen fiveacrefive lotsacre laid off for

wheat corn etc the men feeling this was all they would be able to

care for the first year as the ground was quite heavily covered with me-

squite brushbrash urlurrbean writesurites the fanning land is not plentiful
J

the crops were planted and most of them did very well at first bring-

hurst wrote on july 10 18 saying the corn was growing one and one

half inches toin twentyfourtwentywrenty hoursfoucfour ariot L hale planted the few cotton

seeds which mrs sprouce had given him he records
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afternoon president bringhurst gave the opening prayer of the metingweting
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most of the soil is either too sandy or has too much saleratus 0 0
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catkattempt

hi

they camecamseams up and grew butifuldutifulbutibutl o whenfulfui about 3 feet high they begun
to but and formfonnronn the balls rorfor the cotton every mishennaiymishennary and
passer by went to see my hills of cotton thetha largest cotton ball
was as big as a small hen egg whanwhenvaen it burst open it was dutifulbutifulbuti
as

ful
big as a mans fist 32

A sample was sent to brigham youngyouing the following winter

present at uiethe elderselders1eiders meetings on the second sunday at the

missionmLs weresronsionbron about thirty indians who had come in the day before

they behaved very well listening to the preaching with great attention

although not understanding it 33 eldereiderkider ira S miles had not been en-

joying good health since before reaching the mission and it was decided

to let him return home3home34 he had been second counselor as well as secre-

tary forcor the mission rufus allenalienlilenailen and his men also returned having made

an unsuccessful cattemptattempt to explore the colorado river for navigation 35

at the meeting the following sunday president bringhurst said

he did not feeleel rightnight about keeping ira S miles as his second counselor

and as clerk as he skilesrilejslkilesRile hadjs at different times manifested a con-

tentious wicked spirit

1 616.1

41

111 132
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for
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7hadahad time s

1136 otherotlierkotlier missionaries expressed the same feel-

ing so hebe was released from both positions george G snyder was then

chosen second counselorcomi andselorbelor george W bean as clerk 37

on july 3rd the missionaries decided to organize themselves into

32iiale32hale ppap 343 hale4 has left a veryvextvert interesting diary but
his grammar and spelling are not always correct these errors are so
numerous that the writer feels it would greatly distract from the entry
to add sic after each error and so has refrained from such usage
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I1

38jenson38jenson

chedescheees

bergowergo

they even made a

liberty pole and hoisted their own stars and stripes concerning the

stars and stripes john steele wrote

I1 went to work booktookmook a piece of clothe tore it in strips got some
red flannel tore it in strips took some blue and made stars and
by the assistance of brothersBrot fosterhersbers and hulet I1 had a vely nice
little flag ready for flying others were preparing a mast as
we had no good timber we got a mesquite stump a false wagon tongue
and a tall willow and made a pole 3010 feetf highbeeteet shook out our flag
and at the sound of the guns gave three cheers led by president
bringhurst and retired to the bowery 0 16

3803

A few days after the july lith celebration president bringhurst

wrote the following

shortly after we arrived here we assembled all the chiefs and
made an agreement treaty with them for permission to make a settle-
ment on their lands we agreed to treat them well and they were to
observe the same conduct towards us and with all white men peace
was to be preserved with all imigrantsigrantsimmigrantsmigrants traveling through thisthas cou-
ntry as well as with the settlers

if the travelers through this country will use the indiansInd wellLanslanb
there willmillulii be no trouble with them but if they are mistreated they
are ready andarilariiarzi able to take revenge on the first opportunity they
recount many instances of unprovoked murder committed by white men
who have traveled this road but they are now willing to bury all
animosities and to once more try the conduct of white men 37

on one occasion after the elders had held their evening prayers

bringhurst

exhorted the brethren to set a good example in all things before the
lamanitessamanitesLamaSama thatnites were in their midst he hoped they would be more
careful in the future in regard to some practices that were prevalent
to some degree in camp which were bordering on indecency40

3 jenson ppap

39deseret newshews august 8 18 p 174

jenson p lh71470

48

a militarymilitazymilitaxymili companytarytazytaxy called the las vegas guards john steele wasmas selected

as captain part of the guard awakened the rest of the missionaries at
daybreak the next morning by a salute of firearms the afternoon was

spent in singing and listening to speeches andsaidaridarld toasts
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414

he7hea

0 we sent out runners to gather in the lords of the
soil after they learned our intentions they made good prom-
ises and we made some

the indians were soon partially converted to habits of industryindusliyindus
and

llyliytry
helped us to grub the land make adobesacobes attend the masonnasonbason and

especially to herd the stock they irrigated our land and as-
sisted in fcte construction of our mission fort

we taught them to be honest truthful industrious and
peaceful and to keep good feelings among the indians and with our
people 41

the next major activity of the missionaries was to locate timber

to use in the construction of fort gates door frames tables etc bean

says our prospectsprosp3ctsprospmetsprosp formets timber are not very flattering j4 bringhurst

accompanied by eight of the missionaries and an indian boy for a guide

took a weeks rations and left in search of the timber steele has this

to say

at length wa7 came to a canyon some 10 miles north of the cali-
fornia road and found 80 or 90 trees varying from six inches to two
and a half feet through j some of them were good trees but most of
them were not first rate our guide informed us that was all the
timber in the country we told him that we wanted to go further and
see some more timber but he said it was a great way off and there
was no water near at hand

after arriving at the las vegas we found the distance to the tim-
ber to be over 20 miles 1 miles hard road gravel and rocks and
the rest sand 4

the crops were doing well by this time but were constantly

threatened by the livestock thus the elders decided to use the mesquite

brush to fence in their crops the brush was well covered with sharp

thorns but lorenzo brown said it was handled quite easily
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49

bean says

the indians were veryveitvelt shy at first but good kind treatment wonvionbionblon them
over in time
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arthertheghe

thasthae faithfwith ou7andourand

0

by having a thick shirt and buckskin pants and mittens
our manner of making fence is to dig a trench about a foot deep and
set J

john steele describes it as making a veryveitvert good fence and says by the last
of july they had about half of their fields fenced 4

while somesomsoa of the men were working on the fence others were

building a dam across the stream building bridges across the channel

or workingwor onkirg the corral the corral was to lie adjacent to the fort
being as long as the fort and eight rods wide 4 the corral waswaclwaslwasi com-

pleted on july 28 18 which made it possible to lock up the livestock

at night 7

it was during this period the latter part of july that john

steele wrote of the condition of the missionaries and indians he said

As to thetima health of thette camp it is tolerable good with the ex-
ception of a general weakness the brethren not being able to work
half as hard as they used to

the reason of this is in the first place the brethren have
worked very hard to raise corn etc hearing the news that all the
wheat crop is destroyed at home and inlin the next place the weather
is very hot ehe men are also hindered b7 not having light suitable
clothing fit for the season the last and principal reason is they
have nothing with a very few exceptions to eat but dry bread and
water for drink and for a changechanga they have water and bread as the
cows are mostly dry

but still we are not discouraged for weirebievie hope for better times
ahead and if we don live to see it maybe our children will there
is a firstratefirst spiritrate manifested among the lamanitesLama theynites have not
stolen anything from us yet 5 some of them have come into camp rather
suspiciously as they have been shot at and drove sijc away from the
camps of assingpassing emigrants who have been on the road for years they
will show us the bullet holes and marks they have received from white

lorenzo brown diary ordinalorigi Msml in IDS church historianhistorians s
office saltsait lake city utah june 23y 1861856
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48deseret48deseret news september 26 185 p 232
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noncon

1

men and they willvill tell us they uailwill try and forget it although their
brothers have been killed etc40

it seems there was not the spirit of cooperation and love among

the missionaries as there should have been this is borne out by a pro-

posal for a second explorationexplorationfor for timbertidtixaber president bringhurst asked

for volunteers for the new undertakingundertakings somesow of the men whomho volunteered

did not have teams and wagons so after the evening prayer meeting bring-

hurst asted the remainder of the men to volunteer the necessary items to

outfit the expedition of those who had horses or mules the only person

to offer his to the expedition was james bean the following evening

bringhurst

gave the brethren a severe lecture for their selfishness in
withholding their animals from those that were going out for the
benefit of the wholewhoie company also that he hoped that the blacksmith
would be more accommodating in shoeing the horses for the brethren
if not he would buy the tools and get the work done otherwise 4

during the month of august there was considerable time spent in

making adobes with which they planned to build the fort at their even-

ing meeting on septemberSept 3rdeisererderelser they discussed the hauling of stone for its
foundation george wo bean wrote from the mission on september lith and

said our fort is now progressing rapidly the walls are to

be au1u14 feet high on the side where the twostorytwo homesstory wer7 two feet

thick at the bottom and one at top

by december loth the fort walls were completed to a height of

nearly eight feet A week before bean wrote this letter a drawing
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52
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was held which determined where each man would build within the fort

ariot L hale said the mess of which he was a member had completed

laying the adobes for their house inside the fort and october 12th they

obtained some sawed lumber and commencedcomman puttingced on the roof the foll-

owing day the roof was completed and the men of the mess moved from

their wagons into the house J john steelestede said the fort was located

on a beautiful spot on the california road on an eminence that over-

looks the valleyvailey to the south east and north but cannot be seen until
you get within 300 yards of it coming from the westviest 4t54

it seems from the mission journal and the diaries that the

missionaries began to have more contact with the indians during the

months of september october and november the entry in the mission

journal for september 2nd reads A good many indians were at meetingmeting

this day they were well behaved and appeared interested and anxious

to understand the nature of the proceedings of the meeting 55 bean

says they were fairly honest and soon joined the church during the

summer most of uietheule adults were baptized and in many ways showed improve-

ment tt rjlotariotarlotrolot L hale records that several indians presented themselves

for baptism but president bringhurst said hebe t1wishedhrilshed them to thurralythur

fsic7sij7

raly

understand the prinsiplesprinciplesprin ofsiples our religion before they went into

the watterswaiters of baptism w however president brigham young had advised
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the missionaries to baptize the indians

whenever they desire it tis truethe they are ignorant and
necessarilynecess havearly a very poor and imperfect understanding of our
principles still they will have a better chance to obtain a know-
ledge of them if they are baptized and confirmed as ignorant low
and degraded as theytiheytuhey are still they actually possess a more con-
sistent intelligentintel viewlint of god angels and holy beings than the
gentile chiuschioschlus tianstian nations they are as susceptible of receiving
the holy ghost as a great portion of our people were when they
first embraced the gospel 0

during the early part of november hale makes the entry that several

of the indians were attending the meetings at one of these meetings

the indian chief arose to his feet and talked mostpowerful
he said that they wanted to be baptized that they mint jj be
good men and women president bringhurst concluded to bap-
tise

ba-
pti some0 ofse the indiansoindiansIndi afteranso meeting we made a dam in the vegas
and our president went down into the watterwaiter and baptized over 0
indians their chiefchiss took the ie ad 59

john steele wrote on october 1 18 thatbhat

the indians here desire very much to be baptized and the head chief
antonipantunipAntu camenip to our prayer meeting and said he wanted all the
mormons1tmormonst to lay their hands on him on his head arms and all over
his body for hebe was sickallsicksic over66l16611 and pray to the lord for him
that he might get better 60

the maturingmatiwingnaturing crops revealed two discouraging things that first
year one the indians were not as honest as the elders had supposed

they would go into the gardens at night and help themselves to what

items they wanted this necessitated puttingmitting night guards on their gar-

dens the elders felt sorry for the indians in titleir state of hunger and

medneed yet the missionaries could also see that they likely did not have

enough to last them for the next year concerning their condition john
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steele wrote I1 do not blame them for stealing anything to eat for

there is not anything in all this country for them to eat except mesquite

andVA lizards ngi81 the second major discouragement was the yield received

from their grain crops the gardens did quite well as they were next to

the stream butbuk the fiveacrefive lotsacre wherein they had the grain planted

hadbad too much saleratus in the soil steele said

I1 planted three acres of comcorn oats peas beans etc and my oats
came up most beautiful sij s did everything else but in spite
of all my exertions to save it the saleratus killed it and I1 will
not have three bushels of corn on it there is not one parti-
cle of ground within 20 miles of us with the exception of our gar-
den that is rich enough to bring bunch grass

during the latter part of august it was decided to take what

cattle could be spared thirty head in all to california and trade for

horses and mules president bringhurst and five others were to make the

trip william S covert was to be in charge at the mission during

bringhursts absence being gone almost six weeks bringhurst and the

others returned on november 2ndand they brought fortynineforty headnine of mules

and mares most of them being wildwid these animals were divided the foll-

owing day among the several owners all concerned being well satisfied J

when bringhurst and his five companions returned from california

they found some of the elders preparing to leave for a visit with their

familiess 4 brigham young had written earlier and said if any of you

wish to come in this fallallfalifailaliail on a visit I1 have no objections but by no

means leave the mission spare of menniennen tto110ito1165 A few days later bringhurst
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waw3 ln
lttielittleittie babies are hungry 7

thus steele welcomed the opportunity to return to his family for a visitvisits

the elders left with the understanding and agreement that they would re-
q

turn to the mission by march 10 1861856 president68 young said if anyary of

the elders returning home wanted to bring their families back to the

mission with them they were most welcome to do so

granted permission to william S covert george G snyder joseph S

milamfelian john steele stephen GC perry benjamin R hulse william burston

james 7 S allred john VW turner edward cuthbertguthbert and jarnesjainesjames A bean to

return home for a visit 66 john steele had written to george ac smith

earlier saying

I1 should like very much to go home this fall as my family are co-
mpletely destitute of the comforts or even the necessaries of life

not that I1 wish to neglect mynw public duty for the sake of a
priviteprivltepriviti one but when I1 hearbear that there is no meal in the barrel
and the bishop has none and no money to buy any with in the treas-
ury it makes me feel as if my

with the uprising at elk mountain and a threatened disturbance

at green river because of the missionaries beating an indian president

brigham young wrote a warning letter to the missionaries at las vegas

which read in part

it is often the case that indians get saucy and act very provoking
steal etc this requiresrequ3requa greatres forbearance and judgment and
wisdom on the part of our brethren to manage and control them right
and not take suchsachbuch a course as to provoke hostilities with themthennthanntham

for my part I1 would rather that you or any of the rest of the
missionaries would leave and come home than to pursue such a course
as will lead on to angry and hostile feelings at every little annoy-
ance caused by their folly theft etc they do not know any better
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if
they do take some of your grain and vegetables why understand it is
no less than you might expect from them in their present lowlour estate
and that it is our hope and desire through the help of the lord to
make them better

the late fall of their first year at the mission saw the mission-

aries with their fort well completed71completed7lcompleted and71 most of the men living in

their houses two mills were soon to be in operation for the benefit of

the mission a sawraillsawmill to produce lumber for doors tables etc and

a grist mill to produce their flour the latter being ordered from cali-
fornia for their personal advancement and entertainment the las vegas

lyceum glubclub was organized 72 and bean opened a school to teach the paiute

language to the missionaries

george W bean gave a fair summary of the accomplishments of the

mission during its first summer and fall and a current picture of the

indian situation when he wrote

our fort is now enclosed with the exception of hanging the gates
the crops turned out tolerable well and we are now enjoying the
fruits of omoijroija labors in the shape of potatoes turnips hulled corn
and squashes the last named article is considered a lawful tender
by our red brethren for anything they have to dispose of they will
work all day tending mason or other work for two squashes sic7 not
much larger than a persons head corn they are not so fond of as
many of them have not teeth enough in their heads to grind it after
it gets ripe

jenson ppap 17980179
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to several opinions the fort wall was fourteen feet
high only on the side where the homes were this wall was two feet
thick to a height of seven feet and a foot thick for an additional seven
feet the other three walls were something like seven or eight feet
high

72jensJensonon p 183

73hale ppap 676 7

56

and we should know better than to blame and seek to chastise them for
their ignorance for it in reality amounts to nothing more 0

010hope

73

thne
icsj

70jenson

7lcontrary

72jenson

sawraill

o m

70

sica



trafaaira

theirthe3thea convictions of religion are rather shallow at
present still they have perfect confidence in all that we are able
to tell them 0 0

I1

letterietter

thibthis 79

notwithnorwithstanding

ahtght Mles

dthathI1 rurmburm

51

we have thusfirms farf beenar enabled to gain favor inim the sight of the
lamanitesLama innites this region of the country and notwithstanding the bad
reputation these have heretofore had they have respected ourselves
and property as religiously as though it was no hardship for themfhenuthenfhena
0 0 we have not been able to give them much of an insightJn ofsight our
principles but what little they do understand they as strictly ad-
here to as their more refined neighbors e have baptized 757 of
them already and many more will be on hand when the weather gets
warmerwannerwarnerwarter

if we only had plenty to feed them for their
labor we could govern and control them to the very ietier many of
them intend to farm near us the coming season the utahs have been
down to the muddy buying up squaws and children and those about
here are in great consternation fearing they will visit here and
force themthenthan to sell their squadssquaws and they say they have not enough
for themselvethemselves or they would have provided some of us with wives
before thisethis4

the last of december 18 5 the missionaries staked out pre-

emption claims coveringoveringI about eight milesniles in length and a mile or more

in width the creek running through it lengthwise this precaution was

taken just in case the area turnedtarried out to be in new mexico also dur-

ing this time bringhurst presented sylvester hulet before the remainder

of the elders andarri made a complaint against him that he had

manifested a spirit of opposition from time to time to the counsels
and regulations given by the authorities at las vegas and he
bringhurst considered that hulethuieteulet had used his influence to prevent
others in camp from fulfilling the requirements made of them hulet
acknowledged in part and said that he was sorry and would try to live
more strictly to the dutieduliedulle s of his calling 0

the christmas and newhew year holidays were spent in an unusual

manner for christmas the men mounted their horses and went on an un-

successful fox hunt 11 for the newmew year celebration part of them tried
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lt the samsamesaa day president bringhurst made arrangements to have

the mail carrier deliverdellver one thousand grape cuttings fruit trees and
D

seeds from california

shortly after the middle of january twotro paiute indians came to

the fort stating that their people would like to see the missionariesrtissionaries

bringhurst told them that they would be visited around the last of the

monthmonths accordinglycordinglykc on januaryjanizary 30 1856186 bringhurst G W bean ariot

L hale william GC aeA smoot albert miles sylvester hulet william GC

mitchell 3william ngfoster aand schief gujoshua acting as guidegulde took leave

of the fort to visit the indians along the colorado the rio virgin and

the muddy rivers the main purpose of the trip was to get acquainted
or

with as many tribes as possiblepossibles the plans had originally been to

visit the tribes east of the colorado but because of their hostile

nature the missionaries changed their mind nearhear the rio virgin bean

says they discovered tall transparent ledges of crystal salt as clear
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taming andandbreakingbreaking the mules and maresmresares recently brought from cali-

fornia fu while others went to the warm springs and enjoyed a bath 7

on januaryjanuazy 10 1861661856 the mail carrier brought documents appoint-

ing a post office at as vegas to be called bringhursts P 03 las
vegas comitycounty territory of new mexico william bringhurst post
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as window glass and seeminglyseeming3y mediaustableinexhaustableinexhaustible 383 while in the muddy river

region the missionaries noticed the indians using salt in their cooking

which was something new for the general runninrinhin of indians the elders

persuaded chief joshua their guide to take them to the salt minemimnine by

giving him a shirt they were then taken up the mountain and through

the portal being told they were the first white men ever to be taken
alql

inside the minemimninenim 484 after leaving the salt mountain the missionaries

visited a few villages while traveling up the muddy river hale says

jest before night we foundround a band of indians that was painted and
on the war path they were sulky and would not talkbalkbaik and acted ventvenyverry
strange they had their bows and poyson arrows0 reddy for use if
their chief had gave the word our indian guide became frightenedfright
and

emd
tried to get away from usas but was prevented after a while we

found out that their chief had a verry sick child 0 0 they said
the grate spiretshiret was mad becausbecaas they alowedallowed white men to comcorncormcommcon among
them they said if the childechild dide that we was all to be kildbild his
hole band was ready to carry the excrutionexcretion into afeltafect president
bringhurst requested to see the cheley and the child and talk with
him but for aca long time we was deprivedprivedpriced of the prevelige but fi-
nally they consented and we was paylited piloted through the grape
vines and brush into a cave in the side of the mountain their set
the indian cheiefgheiefcheref like a marbel stature he would not speak nor
move for a long time his squaw sat on the side of the cave by a
little fireirelre with the icksicklck childe in her arms after a long talk
by our interpreter gorge been he the chie7chiea begun to move his hend
a little finely he spoke a few words nothing could be don untile the
pipe of peace was smoked by himhin and our interpreter after that we
was premetedpre tometed see the child the squaw unroledunpoled the little pappoospappous
fromfron an old bundle of rags their lay before us the most horrid
specimanspecimenspe ofciman humanity that I1 ever beheld I1 thought if our lives
depend on the life of that poor little skeleton that we wureaure in a
bad row for stumps the child apearedafeared to be about four monts old

ibad
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these are made by having an angry rattlesnake bite a deersdees
liver the liver is then buried until it becomes putrid they then
take it out and dry it when they want to use it the liver is steeped
in water and the arrows then rubbed into the liver arrows thusly
treated will kill any victim if the skin is broken jenson p 173
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it was a meurbeur skeleton it little hands looked like bird claws
president bringhurst took the childe warmed some water and bathed
it from hed to foot took some bread and shugar from our grip sack
made it some food after it was washed clean we formed a circle
around the child and adminesterded to it in two minutes after our
hands was taken of the chile head it opened its eyes and looked
around and commenced eting the food that our preseidentpres hadeident pre-
pared the childe was healed by the power of god

the party of elders then con-

tinued up the muddy until they struck the immigration road and fol
po88

lowed it to las vegas arriving there on february 6 18618560

early in 1861856 president bringhurst and some of the missionaries

accompanied by several indians laid out some lots about one and one

half miles north of las vegas for the beginning of an indian farmfarrilefarn this
go89

seemed to please the indians very much the last of march the mis-

sionaries spent considerable time plowing for the indians as their new

farm then in april the elders showed the natives heuhewhowhou to plant corn

and other garden seeds 7090 during the time the men were working on the

indian farm three lats indians came to the mission one of them was the

head chiefchiefschiefe they were friendly and wanted to be baptized with the

ale ppap 121412 lu14
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0 9 his band
o0 indiajt7 giboutsibout 60 in number was told to go to their wickeupswicke

the
ups

chief and his squaw was made a few presents of a little flower
bread and shugar and we was alowedallowed to depart and go on our way
rejoysirwrejoysing 86W

bean says if elders were ever united in faith and administration to

the sick it was at that timetine for we saw the natives were well pre
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pared to carry out their threat
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ordinance completed a few daysclays later they were given a few presents and

sent back to their ownawnoun country as missionaries

the last of march it wasWLsmlsmts decided to let president bringhurst

george W bean and thomas E ricks return home for a visits when they

reached salt lake bringhurst wrote a letter to the deseret newsmews which

read in part weve have enough corn and vegetables st the missiojnmissiomission to7
supplysimply those who are there until harvest but those who go there this
spring will have to take enough food to last them until more can be

92raised the missionaries referred to by bringhurst who were going

to the mission that springe numbered twentyninetwenty andnine were called3 at a
0

special conference on february eky2ky 1861856 93 the way in which these and

other missionaries were selected at that time is most interestingly told

by heber GC kimballniballaniballki in a letter to his son william he says in3 partn

there has silcsxc7si2c been courts in session here for weeks and weeks
and I1 suppose that one hundred andanclanci fifty or two hundred of the
brethren have been hanging around with the council house filled to
the brim this scenery continuing for a long time one day brother
brigham sent thomas bullock to take their namesnamenamas for the purpose of
giving them missions if theythay had not anything to do of any more im-
portance so brother brigham counseled me to make a selection for
losIs iic7r vegasS some thirty another company of fortyorty eight
to go to green river thirty five or so to salmon river
these are all good mnmen but they need to leamlearn a lessonslessons4

9lhale91hale p 17

jenson p 207

journal history 11 february 2 1861856 p 3 the following men
were called from salt lake county william gampcamp john S fullmer lewislevis
rolinsrolroi lorenzons brownI1 andrew cahoongabooncaboon almon L fullmer thomas hall
hyrum kimball george mayemayormayer samelsamei thompson aaron farr alexander ac
lemon jus tin merill samuel turnbowtunnbowtannTarntunn utebow perkins daniel sherrer allenalienlilenailen
stout john solder william5

moss francis boggs jacob L workman and
elijah K fuller E barney and philanderlUanderPh goltoncolton from provo and miles
anderson and john lowder from parowancarowanPa beerowan son lewis was called from
beaver county and william W riley and john H redd from palmyra

the latterdaylatterdlatter saintsints millennial star june 21 1861856 p 397
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some of the newlyne calledwiyuly missionaries arrivedarrlarri atved las vegas in early

april A day or so later albert miles william W ae smoot and ariot L

hale received a unanimous vote of approval to return homehoniehomie for a visit 7

this however was contrary to instructions left by presidentpresiden

bringhurst 0

conditions at the mission must not have been as satisfactory as

the mission journal indicates for after ariotarlot L hale completed his

visit home hshz went to brigham young to see if there wereviere any instructions

or comnmnic allensaliens he would like delivered to the mission hale was in-

formed that things werewore not running too smoothly at the mission and as a

97result he and his two companions would not have to returnoreturnreburnleturno

john steele being in charge at the mission whilewhi bringhurst and

his two counselors were in utah suggested on april 20 1861856 that a com-

pany of missionaries investigate the lead ore which was known to exist

in the region 0 A few men under the direction of steele left the foll-

owing morning to make an explorationexplorationoexplorations two days later they returned with

a one hundred and eighty pound sample reporting they had found the lead

in large quantitiesquantitiesoquantibissotieso

on may 6thath nathaniel V jones arrived at las vegas being accom-

panied by philip ko smith and ira hatch jones had a letter from brigham

young dated april ll11 1861856 which readreads
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to the bishops and presidents of the church 0 40 who are beyond
cedar citygity beloved brethren you are hereby authorized and re-
quired to use all reasonable exertions to furnish the bearer bishop
nathaniel V jones with such men animals tools etc as he may
call upon you for to enable him to safety sic7 diligently and
successfully accomplish the purposes of the mission upon which he is
now sent viz to search for and examine intonto3 the location quality
and quantity of different ores and metals as specimansspecimens of rich lead
ore have already been brought to me from that region and it is
highly desirable that we be able to make our lead copper etc at
the earliest practacablepracticable date your brother in the gospel brigham
young 100

jones requested three men and ivefivelve animals from the mission these were

to be under his direction for the next thirty days albert knappnnapp

beason lewis and william GC mitchell were the missionaries who volun-

teered to go jones and his men soon left the mission to explore the ore

prospects jones says

0 40 we visited the place where the specimansspecimens had been obtained that
wereware sent to the presidents office after examining the strata I1
came to the conclusion that it would not pay for the work ing

in our explorations through the country we learned from the
indians that there was quantity of the same kind of ore about fifty
miles south from this place I1 hired a guide and set out immediately
in search of it the mineral to all appearances was inexhaustible
in quantity it was several rods wide and varying from one to fourfow
feet in thickness

this mineral lays from th vegas south by west distance 2
miles arid about four miles east from the military road leading to
california andmd about 2 milesMILles west from the colorado and is situ-
ated high in the tops of the mountains

the nearest running water is 12 milesmuesnilesguesgnes though there is a smallmallsmailmalimaii
mound spring within lr miles from the mineral thattha will do for ampcamp
purposes

2
there

mi
is plenty of timber for fuel in the mountains but

no grass for animals
after our explorations we returnedreturnsdreturns to the vegas after a day

or two of rest we started to explore the country northwestnorth fromwest
the vegas we penetrated the country about hooUOO400 miles in this direc-
tion and foundoundaund it to be one continuous stretch of dry burntupburnt
mountains

up
and arid sand plains entirely destitute of vegetation or

timber notmot feeling disposed to risk too much in an unexplored
region thereby jeopardizing the lives of men and animals we
thought it advisable to retrace our steps 1
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camifamilr s midaidald those whomho werehere newly called to the mission reached the

vegas during june of 1856186 some of the new missionaries met nathaniel V

jones as he was returning to salt lake jones reported the elders at the

mission to have about seventy acres planted to grain 1 lorenzo brown

one of the new missionaries reports about 10150igo acres of land were fenced

by the middle of june he further records that

the prospect for land is very poor and for grain slim most of the
wheat is more or less blasted and S great proportion smut while
the potatoes and corn are badly eaten by worms

eae7

64

they turnedreturnedro on may 20th stating that they could not locate the

silver mountain the foliowingfollfolio day jones sniithsmiith and hatch left the

102mission to returnr3 tobumtum utah upon reaching salt lake jones made his

report to president young10 somSOTOB nine days later nathaniel V jones

and sixteen others 4 were calledcallied on a special mission to open up and

develop the lead mines in the las vegas regionregione log1051

the majority of the missionaries who left las vegas to visit
their families

april 16 1871857 p 3

loiirhq104the lead mineraine missionaries consisted of peter maughn jacob
peart meto andrus harrisonharrisearrisharrlson on burgessurges george brown philander oolcolooi ton
james davis james hall oliver B huntington wilson lund darvin
richardsenrichardson thomas sanders charley woodard william T van noy benja-
min roberts and george woodard some of these men were a part of those
selected by heber go kimball for hanging around the courts in salt lake
gitkegityecityolty
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0 to all appear-

ance now there willrilli not be more than enough raised to support the
mission things look rather disheartening 101
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brown furtherfurtheburthe r said that if the number of people at the mission were com-

pared to thetw wheat prospect figuringfigurti tenng bushel per acre the cissionmissionnission

would lack 1000 bushels in having enough for the people one can more

easily understand browns comment concerning the scarcity of food by

realizing that somesomsoa of the elders now had theirthe3thea families at the mission

resulting in a total membership of 103 individuals as of july ist
president bringhurst having arrived back at thetirtik mission remarked that

because of the scarcity of provisions in camp 0 0 some measure must

log109
be entered into for the sustenance of all connected with the mission

another problem presented by the increased number of people at

the mission was the lack of room in the fort for new homes thus on july

1 1861856 the erection of a newnow fort was discussed and a committee of

three appointed boto superintend the construction of the same

the indians proved a much greater problem during 1861856laglagg than they

had been the year previousprepro invious april of 18561861.856 they took mileskileshiles andersonsandersensAnder

horses

sonts

and killed them for meat 111 in may a calf belonging to john

steele was taken from the corralcorralscorrai four of the elders went in search of

it and found where it had been killedkiilede the elders tracked the indians to

their camp andaiaaiaiharh afterA talking with the chief for some time convinced him

that the thieves must be brought to the missionillsYuLs andsionbionblon punishedopunishedpuni theshedo

indians upon reaching the fort seemed to feel very bad and promised

iii i

to do better so the brethren thought it best not to whip themthemethenethenothen the
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bringhtbringhurstbringhm ordered the boy chained up all night in the fort

this he hoped would teach the others a lesson the next morning some of

the indians came into camp accompaniedaccorripan3 bybved their chief

uieule

lih114

ibbsibfs
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last of june there was considerable excitement among some of the indians

when a few of their number were pushed or pulled by the hair of their
head from one of thette farms the indians left in an irritated mood and

threatened to return and kill the livestockU belongingslockstock to the mission-

aries one ofaf the chiefs came to the fort the next day and apologized

for the indians he said hebe hoped to be able to stop the stealing but

it would be difficultL becamebecausebecalff theweicultscult squaws and children were very hungry

the missionaries frequently discovered where the indians had gone into

their farms and gardens during thebie nightni andht had taken things one night

in august several indians were seen stealing corn and one of the boys was

caught

some of them

felt it was perfectly all right to punish the boy in this manner while

others wanted to retaliate by killing some of the cows and horses 4

the last of september a large ox belonging to bringhurst was

driven off by two indian boysoboysboeso bringhurst being informed of this act

by some other indians secured help overtook the two indians and re-

turned the ox to the fortforto that night the indians took a calf belonging

to bringhurst and killed it A few days later a fine heifer calf be-

longing to william so covert was killed three days after covertss calf

was taken a large black ox belonging to president bringhurst was billedokilledokilled
the last of october the indians made a general break into fields taking

items which had not been gathered by the elders twotuo of the elders made

brown june 282928 1861856lag29
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an unsuccessful attempt to force them out lorenzo brown records on

october loth that the indians were driving off so many cows and horses

for meat from the miners that a stockade was needed in which to put

their stock and then guard it night and day 11 on november istisb

presidentflpresident bringhurst kicked a muddy indian out of the fort for steal-

ing bread and other things tl116 to help keep the elders in checkchack during

this timetim and remind them of their responsibilities to the indians

president covert reread the letter they had received earlier from

brighamBr youngillaniLiam wherein he counseled them not to abuse the indians for

stealing 117

bringhurst had talked with brighamBrig youngharmharahamm concerning the lead

mines while the former was in salt lake upon his return to las vegas

he set about almost immediately to organizeorg aanizeanise mining company on july

17th the matter was discussed and a decision reached to have almon L

fullmer be superintendent in chargecharaecharre of the road to the ore and in build-

ing a fort nearby 118110llolio A few days later bringhurst and ten others left
the fort to explore the lead possibilities soon after a special meet-

ing was called to deliberate upon the propriety of commencing to oper
11 Q

ate in the lead mines immediately 7 A discussion took place on how

they should proceed and what tools and provisions were needed it was

decided to have bringhurst select twelve or thirteen men to participate

brown october 10 1856186
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in the lead business the enterprise could be referred to as a business

because they hoped to sell the lead and purchase badly needed provisions

the day after the special meeting president bringhurstinghurstsinghurst selected sixteen

men to comprise the mining association with almon L fullmer as presi-

dents they agreed to leave the fort and start upon the new enterprise in
120a few days shortly attor they had departed nathanieleathanNathan VLelleiiel jones and

four others arrived at las vegas to commence operations of the lead

mimsminesninesnims the following sunday evening august loth jones stated he was

to take those brethrenbretbren who werevereriter called on their missions at the last

april conference and proceed immediately

dents

j x he further stated that the mining mission washashabwab to be

0 a separate and distinct concern from the las vegas settlement
and those brethren who had come the present season and were engaged
with him would bobe discharged by him and allowed to return home as
soon as the required amount of lead was obtained 22

to let the people at the mission know the authority upon which he

was acting jones read the following letter from brighambriahambridaham young

to all whom it may concern this is18 to certify that the bearer
bishop nathaniel V jones is counseled to forthwith proceed with a
companynipany to the neighborhood of the las vegas and to engage in man-
ufacturing lead and the said bishop jones is hereby empowered to call
to his aid in the said manufacture and transportation of lead build-
ing of furnaces mining the ore etc such persons as his judgment
andmd necessities may dictate not only southern missionaries but
others of the brethren in the southern settlements if need be 23

jones said his instructions were not very cordially received 0 0 0

thatbhat bringhursjj7bringhursbringhurstBring camesonecanehurs out in public against the plan of operation and
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refused to render any assistance whatever224j24 bringhurst said he

did not feel it was proper to allow the brethren11brethren to leave and go with

brother jones until the proper documents were produced by him or until

further written instructions were received from president young

why bringhurst would not accept the above letter from brigham young is
not known to the writer at any rate jones and bringhurst agreed that

the cause of difference should be presented to president young in a
1 9single letter from bringhurst in the meantime jones called to his

wagon the missionaries who had arrived at thehieuieule fort that season told

them he was determined to carry out the instructions he had received and

asked the missionaries whether or not they would support hinnhimhiduhin at the

conclusion of thetix meetingmeting the missionaries who were present handed in

their names to bishop jones in order to be controlled and dictated by

him

april 16 18 p 3
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A letter from brigham young apparently written before he had

received bringhurstbringhursts correspondence regarding the latters relationship

with jones cleared up the matter of jurisdiction the letter which

young was answering apparently told of bringhurstngrhursts plans to develop the

lead mimmines BrighamBrigha 1 s reply read in part

I1 am glad to hear this and hope that you and the brethren of the
mission will take hold of this business energetically and produce a
large amount of leadleadoleade we have appointed brother nathaniel 7 jones
of this city to take charge of this business and superintend the
whole matter so thatbuhat whatever is done we wish to have it done under
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his direction at the same timtime we wish to have youyon render him all
the assistance in teamtean work and manual labor that you can and he can
employ to advantage 0

an earlier letter from president youngxoung mentioned that teamsteam and

wagons weremerewene being sent to las vegas to pick up some lead the teamsters

were to have brought flour from cedar city for bishop jones and the

miners anticipating the delivery of the flour jones had borrowed

heavily from bringhurst expecting to repay it when the teamsteam and wagons

arrived for the lead the day before these wagons arrived jones had

sent word to bringhurst stating that he jones needed more flour and a

beef plus the blacksmith however when the wagons arrived with no

flour this put the miners and missionaries in a serious situation

bringhurst wrote to jones stating that it would be impossible to pro-

vide his company with any more provisions of any kind as they had but a

scanty supply at the fort 12 nor could they have the blacksmith 13010 A

few days later august 29th jones personally went to the fort to see if
his needs could not be satisfied he traded for two yoke of cattle from

john H bleazard who was returning home this would provide jones and

his menillenman with meat for the near future but the flour situation was still
precarious while at the mission jones told the teamsters who had coinecomecolne

for lead that none had been smelted but he would have their loads ready

by september atheath 1311511 jones51 returned to the mines the following day

132taking with him edward guthbert the blacksmith and the newly
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acquired oxen by september loth the miners hadbad their red sandstone

furnace completed A fire was started in the furnace the same day

which drew veryvertveit wellwelljweilwelaj but the heat caused the walls to crack badly

with this failure they decided to build a newnow furnace of adobe and per-

suaded the teamsters who were waiting for leadyleads to remain and see if
it could not be produced y adobe furnace was also a failurefaillfailitreire

thus the teamsters started for utah on september 17th

not being able to obtain material around las vegas which would

withstand the extreme heat required for blasting bishop jones returned

to salt lake to procure it he left on september l6th16thlath expecting to be

gone for sixsim weeks jaj4

prior to jonesjonest departure for salt lake the relationship between

himself and bringhurst became more estranged george W bean says this
was partly due to the strict role of bringhurstlnghurstlonghurst and the liberal ideas of

jones so strong became their estrangementElstran thatgement both parties agreed to

appeal to the first presidency of the church and let them decide what

action should be taken george W bean and thomas E ricks were chosen

to represent the missionaries and elijah K fuller and john turner were

to represent the miners r135
0 the mission journal says bean and ricks left

on september ist each
136

of them taking a ton of lead ore with which

rown september 13113 186185601

131131.134bid september 161716 1861856017
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they planned to purchase provisions 37 jgAs they met with brighamBri youngiaia

there were many questions askellaskeclasked bean says president young

realized the spirit of the mission was broken and he thought best to
abandon it but to get all the lead possible before this mission went
ouloutoutle beJH enthen suggested that the families could return to the set-
tlements and the boyspwithbovs6with teams haul as fast as possible until the
lead was worked ouboutoul 113

bean and ricksflicksfricksrices wereyerei released unless they desired to return and help haul

the ore of which president youngtoung wrongfully assumed there was plenty 5

the firstfinst presidency didjid not solve the problem at least not at

this time and the enmity that existed between the two leaders carried

over to the miners missionaries and even the indians to the point that

bean says it j seriously impeded our success as missionarmissionariesmissional 14

some of the missionaries working under bringhurst were not united with

him and showed a spirit of opposition on september 19th president

bringhurst called a nobHOB eting to decide who were willing to carry out his

counsel and be men whom he could depend upon to operate with him in the

camp14camp he14 invited all the men to speak and make known their feelings

bringhurst then called for a vote from all those who did not consider
themselves missionaries to las vegas and were not willing to carry
out all the counsels of the presidency in that place jacob 1
workman edson barney and samuelsannel thompson gave in their namenamesnama as
being against president bringhurst 14

bean was a onearmedone manarmed having lost his arm at fort washing-
ton while firing a cannon to scare the indians away when one considers
the problems involved in driving the draft animals and setting and re-
leasing the brakes for a distance of approximately hgoijo450 miles this was no
minor accomplishment
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lorenzo brownbro saysknivaiuni that thompson wasmas later ordered to leave the mission

but refused to do so 5 even though these three men were opposed to

bringhurst the remainder seemed quite solidly behind him and willing

to sustain him in his undertakingsundertakii

on

Cs

november ay6y 1856lq6y a meeting was called to discuss plans for a

house of worshipworships tt11 the upper part was designed to be used

as a prayer circle room for spiritual instruction and to gidegiveglde the natives

their endowments etcete 11144 the ground floor was for a school houselhausel45

and a place of worship they thought they could build an 18 by 26 house

for 1000 to raise this money a proposal was made to levy a twenty

dollar poll tax on each man and a six dollar tax to be placed upon each

garden and city lot this proposal met some opposition it was later

decided and agreed to place a thirtyeightthirty dollareight tax on each man at the

mission the first rock for the foundation of the new school and chapel

was drawn on november loth robert and george read dug the foundation

for the new building and a week later the foundation was started being

finished the following day Asks soon as the foundation was completed the

men started laying adobesacobes however the walls were only about three feet

high when the project was abandoned during this timetim some of the

missionaries were working at the indian farm where they plowed somesornebome six
1 0

teen acres of land and planted it to wheatowheat
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honsionsbons aI1 learned that there were divisions contentions and dis-
satisfactions among the brethren and nearly everyone was on the
point of leaving some to tletiethe north and somesomsonesoa to california but
when brother jones showed them the letters from prestpresto young which
dropped brother bringhurst from the presidency

decemberkdecembers 1861856 with a letter from brigham

young containing the decision of the first presidency the letter noti-

fied bringhurst that he had been droppedoppedcopped from the mission and dis

fellowshippedfellow fromshipped the church

ssionassion

1481bid1481bid

until satisfaction should be made igo10150

samielsajnuel fi atwood who came to las vegas with jones records the follow-

ing

and placing
brother samuel thompson in his placeplaces there was quite a change
which I1 hope will be for the better 11

it is regretful that the personality clash of these two individuals could

not have been solved and a harmonious relationshiprelationshi developed between

them there is no question of bringhursvsbringhbrinagh devotionurstsarsts to the task assigned

him he felt a responsibility to the indians and to try to achieve it he

wanted the use of all missionaries who had been assigned to the mission
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nathaniel V jones had arrived in salt lake to secure material

for a furnace and on different occasions met with brigham young the

difficulties between jones and bringhurst were discussed and a decision

readiedreached jones certainly had the advantage over bringhurst by being

able to present his criticisms in person also there were letters sent

to president young frofrom melderselderseidersneiders ateat the mission who apparently did not

approve of some of the bilingstilingsthings bringhurst was doing luo140148 at any rate jones

returned to the mission on december 1

fromelders

1119

thF mi f

cmtent nd dis

151

IP

na

p

P

p 265

Decemberkberb

tich

relationshishl



allaliail amount of eltingsmeltingsmellingsm while jonejonesaone had bonbeenhonboen in salt lake the

enson p 27

SM P 28258

EM141bid141 P1.1bid 20250290

waawas

poqq poandl of

flow to meet their medneedsneedanoeda until the next harvestharverthar to154veat alleviate thithiathl

problem aoneSOTOsomeaotoaono of the men took four wagonalagona and getgot outot forrorronf californiaor on

december 11 1856186
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he wantedranted a free hand in carrying out his assignment and did not feel it
wasTOSvas right to be subservient to bishop jones there seems to be no doubt

that bringhurst wasnas too strict and domineeringdomm inmeering his assignmentsigmentas thus

divorcing some ofaf the missionaries from himself it seems that two of

the reasons for keeping jones in preference to bringhurst was first thette

urgent need of leadleadjleada and second jones as at salt lakesakesauelaue presentingpresentinghishis

case in person

bishop jones also brought a letter to samuel thompson one of the

threethre elders whomho had earlier voted not to sustain bringhurstdringBring inhurabhurathurst his posi-

tion appointing him as the nwnewnem mission president 1 A meeting wasmas

called to havehavolevo thompson sustained as president four of the mn william

bringhurstbrixhwstdringhurstDringbring williamhurathurst S covert william W riley and william P jonosjones
1 a

would not austainsustain thompson in the newnow appointment also at the meet-

ing a murvey wawaa taken boto determinedeternanedetermtnedetdot theernAne amount of provision poedpoeseavedpopoodPoespoascoed

by

edeaved

the mpgroupsgroupe thoythytheyrhoy felt theythoy had only enough to austainsustain thenthemthamthan until more

could b brought in from california from a savoyswvoyovrvey taken earllwearuarearlla it x

estimated the mipionariea would neadwedneedmednoad between 10004000 wdand 0005
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miners had been somewhat successful in their attempts at smelting but the

results had been discouraging from about 8 00 pounds of ore they had

smelted only twenty pigs each weighing about fifty pounds pp jonesijonest

return kindled a new spark in the miners he had planned to be gone six

weeks but was actually gone twelve some time before his return brown

recorded all handshards expect to leave for home as all are pretty much

discouraged 11156ehlebl in fact grundygrandy thethel smelter and summesumine the black-

smith left for their homes in california the day before jones arrived

however jones immediately sent someone to bring them back

jones now made a diligent effort to produce the lead he hired

the indians male and female to carrycaritcarlt the ore down the mountain from

the mine to the furnace paying them ten shirts for each 10000 pounds

17delivered this type of conveyance took place until a trail was co-
mpleted and then the ore was hauled by mules samuel F atwood wrote

the mineral yields from 20 to 30 per cent proving to be a much poorer
quality than was expected to be when seen in the lead on the mou-
ntain there is foundoundaund in it after the outside is taken off much dry
bone black jack and sulphur which burns up much of the lead in
smeltingeltingsmellingsm whichwhicchic makes the mineral yield much less than was esti-
mated 158

19159some writers have said the miners did not understand why the

lead was so hard and that it was not until years later that they actually

learned the hardness was caused from the presence of silver in the lead
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this is true only to the extent that they had to wait to have their opin-

ions verifledverifteclverified brownbromnbroun says grundy on experienced smeitersmelter is quite

confident

7.7

therethore exists a large amount of ilversilversliverliverlider in the lead as it is very

hard and has a cleardearmear ring unknown to lead

the unity between jones and his men was strained at times espe-

cially when it was rumored that jones was being paid four cents per

pound on all lead produced he also brought his wife with him as he

returned with the furnace material which made some of the menTOSH jealous

the double standard of diet between jones and his men caused antagonism

brown says jonesjonest menu included butterbatter and pork whereas the men had only

beans and bread what made it worse some of the menman were sick and

attributed it to their poor dietdietedieto

notmot only were there major problems and discouragements involved

in smelting and a few minorminar ones in personal relationships but the

indians presented a problem and a threat to the miners jones records

that

0 0 they had collected at a spring about three hours travel from
us and were making their calculations to drive off all our stock
and drive us out of the country or kill us this they had been
talking of doing for some time past aidaadaldand I1 hadbad every reason to be-
lieve they would put their threats into execution 101iol

brown says ouritouratour animals are not safe two armedarld men are with them by
i

day and ehey ary corraledcorraleecorrconr ataled night tj under162 these conditions many

of the men hoped they would soon be going home and looked for signs to

indicate the same on january 17 1857187las lorenzo brown wrote that jones

had
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sent vancesviomeevioree saw and thompson tools down from
which hailsbaushallshalisbanshans as another omenomeaonen of deliverenceliverencedeliverancede from this call 0 0

16j

on january 2424. 18571871857.185 the men smelted the last ore at thatttiat location two

days later they tore down the horsepowerhorse bellowspower which jones had hauled

from salt latkelateelakkelake and anything else that could be reusedre packedused it and

started for the mission 104164 on january 30th bishop jonejones and most of his

men left to see if they could not find some better prospects farforror mining

they had an unsuccessful trip traveling twentyfivetwenty orfive thirtywhirty miles

northwest of the mission upon their return jones decided to abandon wy

further attemptattempts at mining in th las vogasyogasvegas regionregioncregions after spending the

next few daysdeys preparing for the trip the minersminere started for homhomehomohone on
M

february 18 1871857 havingbaving
165

smelted only about 9000 pounds of metal

during meoteethewhewho timtirowlm in which thoytheybhoywheywhoy mmveremere operating

rhethe melonarimilonariminaionm4leamil atonamionari thielthia wimetimebim were wondering if thoytheybhoywheywhoy woidwoldmouldwould not

ooongooaboon be following the imr

5b

t s
a

0

s

for 4 90

the

j

166

f

as

of

ww

1641bidt 1857

165nidign165nid
110lom

oalifornia tfe6e

v

oon

1631bid

rhy bon

rad

dunc

38

loa

mii

amr

flad

alved

ab



jeronaeronbenoon

nennon

vaswas thothe

thothe laalas vogasvegas had raided forty accooacresacrea

of corn andwd wheat but that the mountain indianaindians hadbad comecowoom down and stole

thetiletive wholewho ofOX1 itje 17011170 A conferenceconoon waawaswaoforence held on septemberseptsopt 26arnber 1881858858iba1 where

it waawas decided the missionniamianis shouldaionsionalon be dropped

ronion

loviov
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removal therefrom1therefrom 11 with theirthe3thea minds thus made up to stay but with

an increased threat from the indians thathe missionaries started working

on the three shorter walls of the ortfortrort to increase their height to about

ten feetefeetreet this was completed on february lthalth andanclanci that evening for the

first time they felt it wise to start corrallingcorralingcor theraling stock inside the

fort on february 23rd president thompson received a letter from

presidentPre youngsidenbaident infomdnginfonoing the missionaries that they were at liberty to
1a

close down thevieulenie mission and returnretucretu homehornhonnm any timtimabim they desirededesireddesi theyrede

could not leave however until some of thirtheir number who had gone to

californiacalacalj forsorniasonnia provisionsprovisional returnedreturn with the oxen and wagons theaethesethaaethose menman

started to arrive at the mission around the middle of march on the

evening of the 19th the TO n mtmetnotnob and most of them decided to loaveleave for

home on thetzethobhotzotao 23rd13rd some of them howeverhowe refusedyersverpyors to leave until they
169

had a more formal release andare stayed until the latela rohrorromrorounwrte of aglea

benjaminbonben Brojaminjanin hilaohulao wa president of the missionmius duringduriassiongionslon mobmostnosbnoab of tb time

after thompson returned home jacob hamblin wrote on septemberSeptem 10lojlor

1858188 thathatthab the brethren m indians on as

on account of the
171
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though there were a few indians baptized during the early

history of the missionassion it seemed to have had little effect upon themthennthen

ratasraiss

fromfron9.9 0

duraduca goe600

ad1d

inentanent

hah1
bivilgivil war glendale

some of them such as chief patsearump named nicholas by the elders

was very friendly and hated to see the missionaries leave the main

body of the indians however was glad to be rid of the mormons the

main contribution of the mission wouldmould be that it possiblyposs3b paved the
172way for the later mormon settlements in southern nevada

during the civil warmar federal troops established fort baker at

the las vegas site to protect travelers between salt lake and calloalicalacaia
173fornia D grass a prominent citizen of arizona acquired the

ranch and water rightsightsbights and in 1868 offered it for sale stating

there is excellent sawing timber in the charleston mountains about
2 milesnilesranes distantdistent 0 the soil is black rich loam and will produce
any kind of vegetablevegetablesjvegetables there is water to irrigate hooUOO400 acres of
small grain and range for 3000 idadhead of cattle 14

in 1882 archibald stewart purchased the ranch which he kept for sev-

eral years in 1903 a railroad was organized by senator william A

clarkdark which was to run through the las vegas region this resulted in

the establishment of a townsite which is known today as the city of las
17vegas
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CHAPTER IV

THE WHITE MOUNTAIN MISSION

this is the only one of the five indian missions proposed by the

church in 185 thatt1iat was never established some thirty or forty elders

were called to work under david evans mission president they were

asked to establish a mission about 180 milesilesnileslleslies due west of fillmore utah

in the white mountain region of presentdaypresent prestonday nevada president

young and a party of men met the missionaries on may auth2uth24th near present

day scipio utah as they were bound for their mission

may 29 18 p 6

au2u journal historyhistory1 may 21 18 p 1

those accompanying evans were E G williams peter nebuckarbuckarNe
george buckarnebuckarNe orson miles nelson empy brigham lamb james lamblanb
silvanusI1Sl collettvanus john snedacka ray and henry evans as inter
preproter

journal historyhistory1 july 17 18 p 2
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nearmear fillmore evans divided the elders into two groups those

with the stronger horses were to accompany himhin in selecting a site for

the mission while the remainder were instructed to go to beaver valley

and under the direction of runnel and john W norton plant a crop 4

the men under president evans left fillmore the last of may ex-

pecting to be gone two weeks after crossing barren deserts where both
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I1 several good springsspraspr3 thisngs says

williai7williams7williamsjWilliams isxsas7 eghethe place picked for our station A large creek which

the men called meadow creekgreekgreak ran near by and from this they planned to

irrigate theirtbe3 cropcocropsicropso they also found a large meadow somesoras ten miles long

and two miles widevideulde n
6 withmith several species of grass just fit for

cutting 0 a 6
16

I1

5joiunal

fraysfsays

82

man and beast experienced severe thirstythirst thette party reached the vicinity

to which they had been sent after exploring some of the area the men

found one of the valleys to contain good tj rich soil plenty grass

rushes and red clover

11

the exploration party arrived back at fillmore on june lithllthalth11 whereth

they found the men waiting who had been sent to plant crops at beaver

valley those sent to plant the crops saidbaidbald beaver valley was tt11 the

poorest they had seen11 and as a result had made no effort toward

planting f evans was not convinced of their findings and went to examine

the valley himselfhimhin howeverselfselEseif he too could find no suitable spot for farm-

ing and so decided

to cross the desert with 0

journal history june 1 18 ppap u848U4
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17abideibide 18 p ao660

qabidqlbid81bido
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fartq7
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miles

said

seen

7

0 fhezhezhe7wagonswagons and go to building
a fort until time to put in a crop for the fall I1 commenced wrote
evans to inquire for spades and shovels and found there was sic
but three or four in the whole company another thing I1 discovereddisco
was

wred
only one plough belonging to thette company

S le
0

evans7to foundthere

1 0 a I11 therefore seen
sic at once that I1 could neither build fort or farmfamram I1 thought

that under considerations of this kind it was better for us to go
home and get up the kind of a iic7 outfit that we wanted both to
fort and to farm and go back in the fall prepared to put in fall
crops and build a fort 0
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president young was likely aware of the lackadaisical attitude

of the missionaries in not wanting to complete this mission he wrote

to the elders at las vegas on july 31st and in part baidsaidssaidmaids

we will probably abandon the white mountain mission as the
elders have returned from that place and send them to strengthen
the elk mountain mission on grand riverariver 9

apparently all the missionaries were not sent to strengthen other

missions for an attempt was made thetiletiieuuie last of august to revive the inter-

est in the white mountain mission this is shown in a letter written by

heber GC kimball to franklin D richards he says in part

david evans that headed the mission to the white mountain south
had returnedreturmd rather giving up their mission we called upon them
last sabbath to make preparations and return back again in two weeks
and build a fort etc as there are many lamanitesLama innites that region w

there is no indication that a further attempt was ever made on the part

of the elders to establish the missionmissionomissionemissniss

the

lonoiono

main thing that was possibly accomplished by the starting of

this mission was the new area the men explored and with which they became

familiar becauseBec ofaimse the difficult accessibility to this region the

church officials sent a onehundredmanoneons inanmannan explorationhundred company there in 1881858

to see if a large portion of the church membersambers could not conceal them-

selves from johnstons armyarnyarley

ydensyjens

11

on9jenson p 19159
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CHAPTER V

THE INDIAN TERRITORTTERRITOU MISSION

five missionaries from utah opened this mission in 18 by labor-

ing among the delawaresdelawarekDela andwares cherokees they were soon joined by four

elders from st louis and the project was expanded into the creekgreek nation

the mission functioned for five years before the elders were asked to

leave duringdaringdarlng this time the major accomplishment of the missionaries

was reconverting some sixtyfivesixty followersfiveivelvefloe of lyman wight and seeing them

migrate to utah the mission was reopened in 1877187 for seven months be-

cause of a phony report by robert lake who claimed to be a kiowa indian

during 1883 and 18811884 the mission functioned only in short bursts of

proselyting andrew kimball and james G westmestwastnast reached the indian terri-
tory in 188 and established it as a permanent mission the elders

spent their time primarilypri workingworkvorkmrily amonganonging the five civilized tribes but

did some work among the others in 1892 the elders and members of the

church erected their first meeting house at manard cherokee nation

two years later they dedicated a second one at the massy settlement in

the ghoctawchoctaw nation the following year the states of kansas and arkansas

were added to the mission and a chapel was built at st johns kansas

the year 1897 saw texas added to the mission and the following year

president kimball was released being replaced by william T jack in
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the spring of 1898 the name of the mission was changedtochanged to the southwestsonthwe st-

ern states mission

the indian territory comprised comparatively few fullbloodedfull
indians

blooded

halfhaichair breeds whites and negroes made tipup an extremely high per-

centage of the inhabitants twenty different indian nations were situ-

ated within its 37112240371112210 acres 11

the five civilized tribes sherokeegherokeecberolceeGhe choctawrokee chickasaw creek and
seminole the eastern and southern portions of the territory
while the semicivilizedsemi tribescivilized osagesusages cheyennesGhe arapahoesArapahyennes
manchescomanchesCo

oes
apaches pawneesPawpa kiowaskiowanneesmees and other smaller tribes occupy

the west and northnorthsnorthe

it was to some of these civilized nations that orson spencer supervisor

of the church in the mississippi valley and his companion james mcgraw

apparently made a visit early in 18 it seems that these missionaries

possibly made recommendations to the general authorities of the church

that a mission be opened among this people

washington EL cook and john A richards weretutereturere leftlef at kaw river to

ascertain the feelings of the delawaresdelawarekDela andwares other tribes who dwelt

journal historyHis 11tozy april 30 1887 p

peseret newshews december 9 1893 p 769

deseret news october 20 18911894 ppe 6lal61561

theathe4the elders were henryhenrywhanryhenrya V miller robert petty washington N

cook john A richards and william A richey
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3 consequently about a month

following the spring conference of 18 five elders4 left salt lake to

labor among the indians of this region henry W miller had been called

as mission president upon reaching the area of their mission n
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in bha

of these men had become dis-

satisfied with wight and left himhin others were there to take employment

in the construction of sawmills and work of this nature the mission-

aries soon began holding meetings with these people who had once held

membership in the mormon churchchurchy the entry in the mission journal for
0

july 10 18 reads bro moodymoodjmooda baptized jacob crofcroftcraft and family eight

in number they were confirmed by elder miller and others president

miller and the two elders with him used the croft home as their head-

quarters until the following summersurnmersummarsurnamer

the first year in the territory showed prospects of a successful

mission several of the followers of lyman wight were baptizedrebaptizedre and a

branch of the churchchurchy known as the cherokeeoheGhe branchrotheroteerohee was organized

william slade being called as the firstirstarst branch presidentprebopreso indenbdent the new

mission 1 the indians seemed to show an interest in mormonism and the

the indian territory mission Ms in LDSIDS church historianhistoriantshistorians
office

ts
saltoff lakeice itycityolty utah april 8 july hy 18

roberts V 103

wight had been a member of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints but following the death of joseph smith&oithkoithsnithcoith he rebelled against
the church leaders and convinced a group to follow him to the territory
of wisconsin he later led his associates to texas where he died in
18818580

the8theathe author has been unable to find any information as to who

this brother moody was

indian territory mission 11 july 10 18
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aw located on a creek

by the same nameimm 6 there they met captain jacob croft and several others

who were followers of lyman wight

bux part of the country apnp miller richey and petty trav-

eled on until they reached the settlement of spavinawSpavin
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augustauuust 1 18

indian territoryterritory1 august 31 18

ibid november 12 18

11 november 12 18

durdun

rrbilu miller and the other missionaries

president miller thinking there was a need for additional elders re-

quested that spencer send some from sto louis

additaddia onalonai

88

elders on different occasions were called to speak to them during the

month of july elder miller was asked to address a congregation of about

four hundred cherokees president miller and mr slade then went to

tahlequahtallequahTahle thequah cherokee capital and visited chief john rossoross during the

conversation chief ross said he had a book of mormon and promised to

read it
elders cook and richards who had been assignedassif tomed labor among

the delawaresdelawaredelawarekDeladeia arrivedwareswaras at the home of jacob croft duringduning the middle of

august stating that they could not gain permission to preach to that

tribe 11

during the last of august elders spencer and mcgraw came from
L

missouri to visit withvith Presidepresident

thus at a conference in

st louis held october 6 18 elders james case william bricker

george higginson and henry eyring were called to labor in the indian

territory the elders reached the croft residenceonresidence on spavinawSpavin river

the first part of november 13 shortly after their arrival a meeting

of the missionaries was held james case was called to preside over

the creek nation and henry eyring was to be his companion john aoA

richards and william bricker were also to proselyte among the creeksgreeks

washington N cook and george higginson were assigned to the choctaw

nationnationl44 and the remaining three were to continue working among the
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cherokees during this time elder petty was not enjoying good health

he was afflicted with a touch of malaria and suffered chills and fever

his condition continued to grow worse and in february 1856186 he passed

away 1 president miller was also sick at this time and spent february

and march at the crofcroft homehomhonehon tryinge to recuperate richards and bricker

while traveling to the greekcreek nation stopped at the home of some

cherokees william and mary burgess mary had been sick for some time

and the doctors had given up her recovery the elders state that they

administered to her and she soon regained her health she and most of

her family later joined the churchechurch

the

16

sprinspringaprin and summersumersumnersuger of 1861856 saw encouraging growth forfon the

missionaries in the greekcreek and cherokeeoheGhe nationsrokee eyring hadbad been able

to baptize jack randall a creek town chief whose influence resulted in

several others being baptized elder miller had the privilege of bap-

tizing chief randalsRandall wife rhoda just prior to the completion of his
1 7mission for the benefitbenefbelef of these new members james case supervis-

ing the greekcreek nation organized the princess creek branch this branch

however did not meet with much success at least as far as ohsthsthe presi-

dents of the branch were concerned henry eyring writingwritinwhitin to wilford

woodruff in 1860 says concerning the branch

they are not fully organized at the prasentpresent the first
president resigned the second died the third apostatized and the
fourth resigned they now have a teacher and meet occasionally for
worship 0
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tortovybovytovbovyandrev19andrew kimball excerpt from history of indian territory
mission now in thetze possession of spencer W kimball salt lake city
piPIPpie ie1

20h20ujournaljournal history
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because of thetileuniennie opposition of a presbyterian minister reverend

loughridge the united states agent ordered the missionaries out of thetha

creekgreek nation in april of 1861856 eyring started to labor among the

cherokees near fourteenmileteen creekgreekgreakcreakmilemlle where hohe baptized six persons and

ordained one of them archibald macdonald an elder 19 another branch

at pryorspryore creekgreek was also organized among the cherokees this was later
dissolved however when all the people connected with it moved away

gookcook and higginson who had been assigned to the choctaws left
that nation in october of 18 6 without baptizing anyone 0 there was

no further attempt to do missionary work among this nation until andrew

kimballtskimbalpsKimballKimb administrationalPs
during the early summer of 1856186 a company consisting of some

sixtyfivesixty saintsfive was organized in preparation for migrating to utah

captain jacob croft was to be in charge this group had previously
pi

been followers of lyman wight

during the fall of 1861856 the chief of the cherokees ordered allaliail
mormon missionaries out of that nation they all complied with his

instructions except elder richey who remained but did no public
22proselyting

the same month the elders werewero ordered out of the cherokee na-

tion a mission conference was held at pryorepryors creek none of the

andrew

august 31 1860lago p 3

indian territory missionmission1missione junejum 22222 1856186
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recereee ived

itwasetwas recommended and approved that

washington MN cook replace miller as mission presidentopresidentpresideniopreslpresi Adento report of the

ferenceconferencecm was carried in the deseret newshews and read in part

the prospect in thethae creekgreek nation is very promising while there is
but little interest manifested in the cherokeeoheGhe androkee choctaw nations
we calculate to employ all traveling elders in the creek nation and
hope to see the work in a flourishing condition in a short time 3

A summary of the mission at that time is givenelven in table 1

TABUB 1

CHURCH membershipHEAMRSHIP OF INDIANludlan TERRITORYTERRITOHT MISSION
1856

missionaries
from utah

and outgutcut
branches st louis elders teachers baptized off total

pryorepryors creek
cherokeeoheGhe nationnatrokee

prince

lon

as greek
creekgreekgrgek nation

91

missionaries were in good health most of them having been afflicted all
summer with fever and ague president milleriller had received his release

and was soon to leave for home it was

0 0 0 0 0 0
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shortly before the conference william bricker had received per-

mission to leave the mission for a short visit with his wife in stlouis

3deseretpeseretdeseret2 newsmewsmevs april 85 18718571857. ppap 33635363936335
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eaderelderhaderbildenbliden enringeyringEly howeverring remained among the creeksgreeks and sought

employment from them 0

during the firstirstyinstarst years of the mission john A richards married

a cherokeecheGhe indianIndirokeenokee presidentariaxiarl brigham young suggested that some of the

missionaries do this so that they mightnight be more closely identified with

the indians and thatizat the missionaries might have a more permanent place

in which to stay in 1871857 richards and his family settled on a ranch

and he later became quitequaqui wealthyaltelte the civilciv1 war however caused him

27to lose most of this wealth

aringEyrLeyringng

identifidentic ledmam3 9

92

losing interest while at home he never returned to complete his mission

and later apostatized from the church 0
at the close of the october 1856186 mission conference all the

elders started working in the creekgreek nation this resulted from the

orders issued by the cherokeeoheGhe councilrokee duringduxingduding the following summer the

creekgreek officials forbade the missionaries to do any further preaching

among their peoplepeopdeop evenlewleo though the elders had been ejected from the

cherokees the previous year they now returned and once again started to

proselyte

after richards took up farming he lost

interest in missionary work and withdrew from activity in the church

until elder andrew kimball met him some twenty years later and the two

worked together for a short time as companions

the missionariesmissio werenarLes saddened during the fall of l8f8 by the

death of president cook he died of consumption after being sick only

a short time 0 his successor elder henry eyrlngrring was nominated and

indian territoryTerri missiontoxy fall 1861856
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aqpq29sustained at a conference held shortly after cooks death

the missionaries wereware able to baptize a few more natives into

the church during 1881858 and early 1891859 in fact the increased number of

baptisms resulted in the organization of two new branches the elders

apparently had been allowed to resume their labors among the creeks as

the nephi branch was organizedorgani inzedsed that nation by president eyring and

the lehi branch was organized among the cherokees the lehi branch func-

tioned only a short time when it was disorganized due to its president

and teacher moving to utah A letter written by president eyring in 1860

stated that the nephi branch was still functioning it also mentioned

that there were fortythreeforty membersthree of the church in the cherokeecheGhe nationrokee

and fortyeightforty amongeight the creeksgreeks speaking of this total membership

however eyring said that M only a very few are alive in the cause

the majority are careless and indifferent

august 31 1860 p 4

31samuel3111100131 0sanuelSamuel bennionbannion letterlotterletteriLett LDSeriertori church historianshistorian office
salt lake ty utah 1937 single page

an

4
u00

at the close of 1891859 the cherokeeoheGhe authoritiesrokee again ordered the

missionaries to leave the reservation they all complied except richards

who was allowed to remain because he was married to one of the tribe

richards however made no attempt to do any missionary work the creeks

issued a similar order during the early part of 1860 president eyring

and william richey were the lastlas missionaries excluding richards to

leave the mission they started for utah on may 23 1860 As far as

the records indicate the mission was closed on may 23 1860 and re-

mained as such for the next seventeen years 31 upon returning home

29lbid
30tljonrnal history

b ss luding

29ibldibad

30vournalburnal



allailali
privatprival

ah9h

president eyring said concerning the mission

waw1 tiamliamtian

am3m

the result of those toils privations and hardships and the
sickness of allyaily and the death of two elders connected with it
is but very small apparently but it is hoped that in after years
spontaneous fruits may spring up from the exertions of the servants
of god among the seed of Jacobjacobsjacobo 32

robert lake purporting to be a kiowa indian called upon presi-
dent brighamBr youngloungiLiam in 1877 bejbojhoj said he had been
sent by his tribe to the mormon chief to ask that ajiamjia sionariesmissionariessionslon beariesarles
sent to teach them regarding the book of mormon 33

this so impressed president young that he called matthew william dalton

and john hubbard to accompany robert lake and reopen the indian territory

mission they reached vinita the largest city in theM cherokeeoheGheI1 nationromeeroteeromme

during the month of march and there held their first meetingmeting

the parties wishing to put uiethe elders to timttetik test took up a collec-
tion and offering it to them to their astonishment found they would
not take it but recommended that they give the amountmount to the sunday
school elder lake34 took exception to this and because

suspicious man not a member of the tribe had been sent away

3
from the reservation

while dalton and hubbard were visiting the various tribes they

indian territory mission tt may 23 1860

33missionary33tmissionary33 workMissionary among the indians

34robert lake was baptized while in utah by dirrick huntington
and apparently ordained an elder

andrew kimball indian territory history Ms in possession
of spencer W kimball salt lake city utah p 1
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theyyhezy would not take the money and divide with him he deserted them
As the express purpose of their visit to the indian territory was to
investigate the claims made by mr lake they were now at a loss for
this pretended indian was to aid them as a guide ab3b

elder dalton later had an interview with a iowakiowalowa agent who told him that

no such man as robert lake had lived among the elomaselowasxiowas he did say that
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aouz0135ouzoti slncesincebince
you left to fill your mission to the people of the kiowa nation
the great interest we take in the success of your labors prompts us
to inquire with regard thereto
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met anthony navarre among the Potawatomipotawatomies navarremavarrelavarre belonged to that

tribe but had gone to utah several years earlier where he had been bap-

tized 1 in 1857187 he was sent on a mission to his own people 0 even

though he spent his time teaching school rather than doing missionary

work he had accomplished much good upon meeting dalton and hubbard

lavarremavarrenavarre decided to accompany them and assist in an attempt to do mis-

sionary work

for some reason elder hubbard wanted to labor in a different

part of the territory than his two companions and separated himself from

them this resultedrestoresloneslo inted his receiving a letter from brigham young which

read in part

indirectly we have learned that after arriving in the
indian territory yourself brother dalton and brother laimlake all sep-
arated and commenced your ministrations in different districts

the cause for this separation we have not learned doubtless
you had good reasons for taking these steps or you would not have
done so and we should be pleased to learn them 40

hubbard soon returned to work veithwithirith his two companionscompanions4b

the letter from president young to elder hubbard further stated

we have not received any communications from

when you left here we understood that you would proceed
directly to the tribe of the kiowa indians and find out from them
whether or not they had sent a messenger as brother lake asserted
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prior to receiving thistillstilis letter from brigham young hubbard had

received word from chief charles thompson head chief of the cherokees

inferring that hubbard was disturbing the peace etc president young

learned of this information from a letter hubbard had written to utah

this resulted in young writing the following letter to chief thompson

salt lake oltygity U T
june 9thath 1877

hon charles thompson
principal chief of the cherokee nation
indian territory
dear sir

I1 have incidentally learned that one of our mismlsnis sionariasrxissionarlessionslon eldereiderariesariasarios
john hubbard now sojourning in the indian territory has addressed a
note to you to which you have courteously replied I1 am also told
that you consider mr Hubbardhubbardss presence an intrusion and a disturb-
ing element to the public welfare of the indian territory that ought
to be removed if this be so I1 sincerely regret that you should
entertain such viewsvav3 asawsews the entire history of our church when truth-
fully told shows us to have been the influencing friends of the
people of which you are a representative man and their welfare and
civilization has ever been and is now one of the leading features
of our faith and practice today we are doing our utmost by precept
and material aid to teach the tribes by which we are surrounded the
arts of a higher and more useful life kindness and truthfulness
have always been our policy in dealing with them and those who know
us have confidence3 in our word and faith in our promisepro

if
nabenase

you are acquainted with the doctrines of the church of jesus
christ ofoj latterdaylatter saintsday you will be aware that there are no
people no political artypartyanty no religious sect that places the
aboriginesoriginsAb of thisthithl continent so high in the scale of humanity as we
do we regard them as direct descendents of the chosen people of
god and the inheritors of many of the most glorious promises ever
given by the almighty to the human family and in this they are far
more highly blessed than are their white brethren the history of
this branch of the house of israel is contained in the book of mor-
mon a copy of which I1 have requested mr hubbard to hand you with
my respects I1 earnestly entreat you to read it with a prayerful
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to leamlearn from us the principles of the gospel if they had done so
you would instruct them therein this appears to have been lost
sight of as you have tarried by the way we should like the
truth of brother lakeslakerslakas story ascertained for if the hearts of
this people arpareade prepared for the gospel we want to have it carried
to them
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chief thompson was apparently not pleased with president young

letter and wrote the following reply

office of executive department
cherokeeoheGhe nationrokee
tahlequahtah1equahtallequahTahle julyquah 16 1877

hon brigham young
president church of latter day saints
salt lake city utah
sir

I1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your very inter-
esting letter and take this occasion to thank you sincerely for the
favor I1 regret my absence has caused the very great delay in
acknowledgingacknow theledng same with due deference permit me to say that I1
can not allow myself to be drawn into a polemicpolerpoier controversyulcmic with such
a veteran in that particularpartic fieldular as you are acknowledged to be and
regret veryvelv much for your sake that I1 cannot endorse your particular
doctrines or submit that your able letter has done more than to com-
mand my admiration for its ingenuity Asks to the action taken in the
case 0 your missionaries mr41r hubbard and others I1 acted agreeable
to my sense of duty and my honest convictions aided by my recollec-
tions of formerforner mormon missionariemissionariesmissionaries in this countrymtryatry which was the
reverse of what you are pleased to advocate in your letter if you
desire to establish a mission in the cherotteecheroteecherolmeoheCheoherCher nationolmeroteenomeenommeoimeoloe it must be done
through ouro urlw national council which meets in november

I1 am with great

4 brigham young indian territory letter filed under indian
territory

97

heart and I1 am satisfied that if youyon do so the spirit of the lord
will burn withinwitd your bosom testifying to youyon that it is the record
of your fathersfathers1 history and of god dealings with them andarilarkiarni con-
tains the fulnessfalness of the gospel of eternal life

so far as mr hubbardtshubbard being a disturbing element in your midst
we have sent him rather as a messenger of peace to declare the ac-
ceptable year of the lord to preach the baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins and to declare to the outcastsout ofcasts the house
of israel that gods set time to favor them has come that he has re-
membered Ms promises to their fathers and the day of fulfillment
is nigh at hand with these motives mr hubbard comes into your
midst not to disturb or destroy but to build up and bless

should you ever visit utah I1 hope you milgilgli not omit to pay me a
visit as I171 shall be tremlyextremelytrealyex pleased to meet you

I1 remain
yours very respectfully

LDS church historianhistorians office salt lake city june ay9y
1877
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respect your most
obedtobeda servtserat
charles thompson
principal chief etc 43

confronted with such obstacles as chief thompson the mission-

aries roetrootmetmoet idithwith little success they spent sometime among the various

tribes but were able to baptize only one person this many however

was an intelligent chief who later representedrepresented his people in washington

DG A44

elder dalton experienced the most difficult hardship of his mis-

sion during the fore part of septemberSept onenberember this occasion elder hubbard

was endeavoring to catch some horses which they planned to use for trav-

eling in trying to head them off tl he tj11 had hardly taken sixteen

steps when suddenly without a moments warning hebe fell down and in-

stantly expired 4 all efforts to try to revive him failed kimball

later records that he died from an epileptic seizure 4 elder dalton

wanted to do everything possible for his departed companion he pur-

chased the best casket available and had all preparations completed for

shipping the body to utah when he received word to bury hubbard in the

indian territory

dalton and navarre continued their missionary efforts in the

territory for some six weeks after the death of hubbard then navarre

returned to his omownoun tribe and dalton returned to utah

charles thompson indiantindiantildian territory letter filed under
indian territory
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thus after being closed for some seventeen years the mission

was reopened for seven months because of a false report given by robert

lakesake with the return of elder dalton it was to be almost six years be-

fore it was again reopened

in the spring of 18831883. president john taylor a true friend of

the lamanitesLama decidednites to reopen the mission this task was assigned to

apostle george teasdale and he was to be assisted by matthew dalton

these two men left ogden on april 16 188 3 upon reaching the indian

territory they went to fort gibson where they had an interview with

dennis wolf bushyhead head chief of the cherokees the elders made

their headquarters at fort gibson in the home of mrs anne E brownbroun

she treated the missionaries very kindly for a short while but herbarhar

feelings soon changed and she asked the elders to move they then went

to tallequahsktequahtablequahTable thequah cherokeeoheGhe chapitalrokee to meet with the assembly and ex-

plain why the elders were there the assembly was not impressed and the
7

missionaries departed feeling quite low in spirits

shortly after this the elders met strong opposition from the

variousvar ministersLousloub at a joint meeting with a methodist minister the

missionaries were not only abused by the minister but he suggested that

the mormon missionaries be driven from the territory the elders told

him they were citizens had broken no law and did not intend to leave

this pleased the indians to see the missionaries make a firm stand and

from then on the opposition seemedse tomed decrease 4

teasdale and dalton hadbad not been in the indian territory long

indian territory mission april 20august20 31august 1883
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when they met mr williamwillianwliilam hendrickshendr andazriainiarnnicks hisMshib arffvrffulfeulcee ann mr hendricks

was a halfbreedhalf cherokeeoheChebreed androkeerohee earned a store at manardnanard he and his wifevtifwireatif
showed

e

some interest in mormonism and offered great assistance in helping

with the temporal needs of the missionaries the missionaries frequently

stayed with timthe hendiickshendrickshendlhendi andleksicks marewarewere able to teach them the gospelgospels both

of them were later baptized she however being baptized some five years

prior to him 47

during the month of september elder teasdale wrote a few tracts

for the cherokees the restoration of the gospelgospel11 and miatwiatwhatmlat is the

gospelgospel11 were two of them these and other tracts were translated into

the cherokeeoheGhooho languagerokeerokea with the help of mr eubanks an indian inter-

preters

in the latter part of 1883 the general authorities of the church

called elder teasdale hormhorohornehomo and sent joseph felt to replace him the

missionralsrais journalaionsionalon records the followingfollo concerningconcerninreng dalton and his nawnownew com-

panion

upon one occasion after laboring long but apparently without
results in a certain districtdistralet brother dalton in the night season
received the following dreandreamsdream HPhe saw over the arkansas riverhiverriven the
figure of a large fine looking indian who waved his hands to him
repeatedly and called out loudly to him oomagomocone over gerejherej come over
the river and help us nt the vision was plain and vivid he told
it to hiehis companion with the result that they decided to cross
the river and labors2

in the spring of 1884laah dalton and felt i after crossingcro theabingasing arkansas

Andrewnjrwandrow49andrew49 kimball our missions and missionary worktworke contribu-
tor XV 1893941893 94 23253

indian territory missionemission1mission september 16 1883
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river went to briartownbriartoimBriar wheretountown they met sebornsabom marby a white and his

wife mary a cherokee these peoplepeoolepebole became great friends to the mis-

sionaries and later joined the churchechurchy seborn marby was also ordained

an elder dalton andcand felt met with considerable success diringdrawing the

seven months they were together and were able to baptize several indians

into the church they worked together until april 18811884 when they both

returned to utah once again leaving the territory without any mission-

aries

two weeks after dalton and felt arrived in utah the church

called israel bale and frank GC teasdale as missionaries to the indian

territory these two elders were asked to try to establish the mission

as a permanent fieldfieldsfielde howeverHow becauseevero of ill111lillii health they were not able

to meetneet the request and had to return home early although they were

gone only six months they had the privilege of baptizing seven persons

and blessing two children 4

bale and teasdale had failed in establishing a permanent mission

of the territory j howeverhoghow anothergveroevero attempt was made in the beginning of

188 when andrew kimball and james go west werevierowero assigned to the

mission 55 from then until the present the missionmaismaLs hasbionsionblon never been with-

out missionaries due to the meager amount of missionary work that had

taken place in the mission since 18591891859. the disorganization caused by the

civil war and the moving of several church members the branches were

completely disorganized kimball was called as mission president and
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had the responsibility of trying to build up the mission after being

in the field somesowsom seven months elder west returned home on account of

sickness leaving elder dalton to labor alone during the interim be-

tween westtwest1westtswesta s leaving and the arrival of another elder president kimball

became acquainted with john A richards and the two spent a little time

together doing some missionary workworke three months after the release

of elder west the mission was strengthened by the arrival of ammon green

and ammon lilenalienallen andarularkiarni later by david shoud 57 during this time president

kimball had established hisUs headquarters at the homhomehoma of W H hendricks

at manard after the arrival of these three elders shoud and ailenalienallenlilen
went east of manard while kimball and green went south and west to

Q

proselyte concerning their missionary work president kimball said

we hold our meetingsmee intinas school and court houses and private resi-
dences principally the latter our best work is done by distributdistributedistri
ing

but
tracts and in fireside conversations not ampfirestcampfiresamp 1fires for the

people allaliail live in houses having abandoned their old wandering
habits 59

during the last of the 1880s the mission tried to expand into

new fields of labor but the elders were disappointed in their attempts

elders D B broadheadBroad andheadbead F M anderson went to the indian agent in

the northwestern part of the territory in hopes of gaining permission to

preach to the senecassenecalSe wyandottesWyannecas chippewaschippewayChippdottes delawaresdelawarekDelaewas etcwares the agent
60

however was a methodist minister and would not grant them permission
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john je hill and jedjecldecl W ashton were kindly received at the osage agency

the agent granted permission to proselyte among the tribe but suggested

that the elders wait until the chiefs assembled in councilcomeil and then meet

them however while waiting for the council to convene elder ashton

became sick making it impossible for the elders to meet with them

shortly after this a new indian agent was appointed who would not grant

proselyting privileges to the mormonscormonsMor

in

mons

the spring of 1891 president kimball sent the following re-

port to the general authorities of the church covering the first thirty
p

six years of the mission

TABLETOLE 2

PROGRESSPROGPMS REPORTPMORT OF INDIAN TERRITORYTERRITOHT MISSION
1891

item number

baptisms
children blessed 26
apostatized

19
tracts distributed

0 0
elderseiders now in field 6
condition of mission good

accompanying the report was the following

0 the number of baptisms can hardly be taken into siderationconsiderationcm
as a proof of development in that mission because of the peculiar
mixture of blood and conditions generally yet we feel greatly en-
couraged and with warranted faith look forward to the day in the

deseret newshews january 28 1893 p 161igligi

andrew kimball thetithe indian mission now in the possession of
spencer we kimball salt lake city p 3 there is an error apparently
in0 kimballkimballts reportts on the number of baptisms as he lists twentyseventwenty
less
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than the report for 18718570
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near future when the leven which is now being sowed broadcast will
rise with mighty resultsoresultsresul 3tso

it was just prior to submitting this report the spring of 1891

that the mission was granted permissionpennis tosionslon expand into the chickasaw

tribe 04 the elders were quite elated over the prospects of success

mr harris a tribe member and ex governor opened his doors to the mi-
ssionaries and gave them great assistance p the first chickasaw branch

of the churchy known as theune leader branchbranchy was organized in l&9h1894 E L

causey was to preside over it and J 11 miller an indian was ordained

a priest and called to assist elder causey there were ten members who

belonged to the newly formed branchbranchybrancho

the elders felt if they had a meeting house of their own it would

greatly strengthen their possibilities in doing missionary work presi-

dent kimball wrote

from our earliest experience among them the indians7weindiana we have felt
dissatisfaction from the actfact that we were not permanently situated
other denominations have mission schools

63bidibid
64deseret64deseret news may 2 1891 ppap 88658586

ibjd february 6 1892 p 23
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dissatisfdissatisfyaction fromron
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ggnagnyay1

entedanted

church houses and
parsonagespersonagesparso whatnages others have done they think we ought to imitateindiViknitate
many have avowed their interest in our affairs and the doctrines we

teach saying that if we would build a meeting house they would dpnppn
tribute towards its erection and help to make our congregation

with this objective in mind a petition was made to the 1891 cherokeeoheGhe

legislature

j rokee

requesting

I1
a tract of ground upon which the missionaries and

members of the church might erect a chapel however before the petition

was presented the chief died as did also the assistant chief the third

person in command took sick and the legislature adjourned william H
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Lamaanalemanites
mixednixed as they are to such an extent with the gentile nation are
a combination hard to comprehend while they are hospitable warmwamwarn

kimball67k theallaliail indian mission it pleablxab

asicfsic yswenttwent

10
7

hendricks then offered a site upon which the edifice might be built

the men started working on it during the early part of 1892 and it was

completed the following summer at a cost of slightly over 0000 at
a mission conference held the following october the chapel was dedi-

cated by elder H M rawlins 68 presiding elder

the semiannualsemismiseni missionmissionannual report covering from april 6 to october

6 1892 noted that missionary work hadbad been started among the seminolesSemi

the

noles

last of the five civilized tribes to receive the missionaries it
also showed nineteenneteendeteen baptisms since the report of april 1891 they

planned to have twelve additional missionariesmission arrivearlasariasarles that fall and two

more during the winter 07

shortly after the missionaries had their meeting house completed

they started holding school for the children elder nichols was the

teacher inasmuch as thette indian children did not have to pay tuition at

reservation schools the same procedure was followed by elder nichols

however the white children were asked to pay 1

president kimball making his report in october 1893 salcia

since our last report the elders in the indian territory have
been greatly blessed in their ministerial labors 0 there has
sic been twentyseventwenty baptismsseven only a small percentage of which

are indian the white people who have been baptized are princi-
pally from newmew hampshire indiana illinois kansas and missouri
we cannot see much development amonganong the indians of our old fieldsieldsleids
as far as baptisms are concerned A peculiarity of the lamanitesamanitesapanitesama
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hearted and kind in their treatment toward the elders they do not
seem to take that interest in religion that is characteristic of the
indian proper we my count our friendsfri byerris the score and name
a great many who have avowed their interest in and determination of
obeying the gospel and proven their fondness for us by kind treat-
ment towards the elders yet not withstanding their firmness as
friends to the cause of truth they eitherelthereithen lack the necessary inward
courage in yielding obedience to the requirements of the gospel and
subject themselves to the reproof of their people or the time has
not come in the providence of thetiv almighty for the lamanitesLama ofnites that
country to enter the fold of christ do not gather the idea
that we feel in any way discourageddiscourage on the contrary we are con-
vinced that a great amount of good has been and is being doneedonedonae s-

he added further information as shown in the following tabletabie i72

ubint 3

PROGRESS REPORT FOR INDIAN TERRITORYTERRITORT MISSION
1893

item number

baptisms at last report 86
baptisms since last report 27

totalrotal 113
children blessed 17
emigrated saints to utah 1
members

1
elders now in the fieldyield

theirtreatment

0

c

table72

1

0 0 0

0 0

15
0 ID go 0 0 & 74

elders from utah during 6 months 0 0 11
elders local W 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

fie ld 0 0 0 0 9
priestsPri localeastselsts it it 0 10 h4

the mission was expanding and called for more elders president

kimballtskimbalsKimballKimgln reportbalsbais for the year 1894 showed as many as twentyseventwenty mission-

aries

seven

in the f jubjus id at one time when he wrote thisthib the last day of

december 1894 there were twentyonetwenty missionariesone in the field they

had seven local elders who gave strong assistance in holding meetings

and helping with the branchesbrancbrane theyhesbes had thirtyninethirty baptismsnine during
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the year making a total membership of 18158 there were nine who went to

utah and two that apostatized after moving excommunicationscommunicationsex etc
73they figured their membership to be about 109

sometime during 1892 the missionaries started proselyting among

the osage indians elder john J hillelii wrote that they would have to

learn the osage language in order to teach the people as the indians

did not speak english and there were very few interpreters available 4

the missionaries were making fine progress among the choctaws

they had earlier organized a branch there and nounownce saw the need for a

chapel A site was selected at the massy settlement construction was

started early in laph1894lagu dand completed in sept ember the chapel was the

scene of the first conference held in the choc taw nation during the

conference the chapel was dedicated by elder ephraim jeppson

the year 18951891 was a big year in the growth of the mission the

states of bothbotch kansas and arkansas were added to the mission with the

acquisition of kansas president kimball sent elders coolbear and davis

to that state as missionaries they made their headquarters at st john

where they found a branch of the church already functioningfunctioningofunction theingo branch

had no place to hold meetings and so began investigating the possibili-

ties of building a chapel A C glasscock a prominent citizen of the

city offered a fine location if the monnonsmomonsmonnone would build a chapel on ito

there was a nice chapel in the city which was in the hands of a loan

company this chapel was offered to the mormonscormonsMor whichmons they purchased

od p 22

journal history 11 april 19 1889 p 2
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andana movednoved to their newnow location the chapel measured twentyeighttwenty byeight

fortyfiveforty feetfive and was the largest one in st john 0 in attendance

at the dedication were president kimball and a group from utah presi-

dent kimball dedicated the edifice 77

shortly after the chapel at st john was dedicated there were

twentyeighttwenty elderseight in the miss ionlon they were quite evenly divided be-

tween the indian territory oklahoma territory kansas and arkansas

to have six elders laboring in arkansaskr waskansas quite encouraging because

the year previous they had not been able to have any missionaries in
ryoeyo

the state

in october 1.8961896lagg a reunion of indian territory missionaries was

held in salt lake city the roll of honor was read which included

the names of 107 elders who had served or were serving in this
7079missionm

during the early part of 1897 texas was added to the mission

and during the latter part of the year the state was divided into the
80

southernbouthernsoli conferencethernthenn and the northern conference the following year
pi

the state of arkansas was divided into the east and west conferences

after serving some twelve years as an efficient energetic mis-

sion president andrew kimball was released in the forepart of 1897 and
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ionlon thuthus in march 1898 the general authorities of the church

changed the name of the mission to the southwestern states mission the

boundaries of the mission were the same and william T jack continued

as mission presidentpresidentaxpx 85esidentresident

1855lagg

jackwasjackway

aarapr l1 15

109

82returned to his home in idaho it was under his administration that

the mission mooktook on a state of permanency he labored long and hard and

received a partial payment in seeing the mission achieve a degree of suc-

cess and from the devotion and appreciation paid him by the missionaries

who labored under himh

elder william T jack was called by the general authorities of

the church to replace kimballkiribati as mission presidentpresidents after arriving in

the mission president jack moved the headquarters from manard cherokee
onO

nation
n

to st john kansas J when he took over the mission there were
alql

five conferences and sixtyninesixty eldersnine laboring therein 4

since the mission now included the states of kansas arkansas

and texas the name indian territory was not an appropriate title for

the mission

table 4 which follows gives the statistical
condition of the missionpliss ationlon the time its namenaraenane was changed

of the fiveivefivaivalva indian missions started in 18 this is the only

one that continued to function beyond 1858188 unlike most of the other

missions established that year it had a very slosioslowslou start the mission-

aries worked long and hard making only a little showing at a time but

it paid great dividends in the end the greatest obstacle the mission-

aries likely faced was being able to retain theirtbeir health in order to

82 indian territory mission april 1 1897
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perform adequate missionary work this is the only oneeraoreork of the five mis-

sions that can be credited with achieving a high degree of success

probably the mainminlinmaln reason for this is duedoe to the indians of this area

being permanently located on farms and not having to roam about in search

of somethingsm toething eat

s
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conclusion

there wereweiewexwei variouse reasons the church had for starting the mis-

sions at elk mountain las vegas white mountain fort lemhileahi and the

indian territory the major one was their philosophy in regards to the

ancestry of the american indians and the part they were to play in the

overall plan of the earth a A second reason was to occupy the favorable

outlying farming area in hopes of keeping the gentiles from settling

there A third was to gain the friendship of the indians so as not to

have another recurrence similar to the walker war and a fourth motive

was to establish the natives as a bulwark against any gentile invasionvasionlirirrlil

the program the church followed in the western indian missions

was to select an area some distance froinfromfron the closest utah settlements

and there start a mission A suitable site called for enough farmfarnfann land

and irrigation water to provide for the neadsneeds of the missionaries as well

as having a surplus in order that some of the natives might be fed when

the need arose the elders were next to erect a fort for the protectionprotection

of themselves and their livestock the church officials felt that when

the indians learned there was food at these missionsraiss theyionsJonsdons would come to

them from the surrounding regions when the natives visited the forts

the elders hoped to interest them in farming and convert them to mormon-

ism and thus change their nomadic culture to one of agricultureoagricultureagriculturer

112
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it seems that if the church had followed the system that george

hill and others used their chances for success would have been much

greater under this system there would have been no forts built and the

choice areas would not have been claimed by the missionaries instead

the missionaries would have gone out singularly or in pairspairsyfairsy selected a

small group of natives and lived among them in this way the indians

could have been instructed how to farmfarnfann and the elders could have learned

the indian language and become better acquainted with their customs

under this procedure the elders could also have complied with brigham

young suggestion of marrying the indian women and it would have been

more effective than taking the indian wives into the forts the elders

would have been more a part of the tribe and would likely have increased

their effectiveness as missionaries

there are various reasons why the western missions did notriot achieve

successsuc onecesso was the occupancy by the elders of the choice areas of land

the site at elk mountain was the summer rendezvous for the indians in that

locality whereas fort lemhileahi was where the indians of that region gathered

to catch their annual supply of ishfishrish A second reason was the aloofness

of the elders by secluding themselves within the forts it was a sign to

the indians that they were not trusted by the whites A third reason why

some of them failed was due to poor organization and a lack of cooperation

among the missionaries A fourth reason would involve outside influences

as at lemhileahi when powell stirred the natives into an uprisinguprisings

in analyzing the great number of hours donated by the missionaries

and the permanent effect it had on the recipientsrecipieints one must classify the

western missions as an almost complete failure in spite of there being

some five or six hundred nativesm whotivesbives accepted the gospel of this number

areaswould
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it seems ninetyfiveninety perfive cent did so for one of two reasons or both

first it was the popular thing to do as at the muddy river and second

it bettered the nativesnatives8 possibility of obtaining badly needed provi-

sions

the indian territory mission on the other hand met with a high

degree of success which seems to have stemmed from the fact that the

indians of this mission were stably situated in an agricultural society

and were living in separate homesjhomeshomesy and the elders were able to meet with

them on an individual basis and not as a group
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lsamuelsanueljsamuel merrillherrill beal the salmonsaimon river mission unpublished
masterseastersMasteast thesisthebthesertseris university of california 193h

11

whileuhlie the men were waitingwalting near fort hall for a ferry to be re-
paired they performed their first baptisms when three bannocks asked to
have the rite performed

from the vicinity of fort hall the party followed the snake river
to a point near present idaho falls and then went in a northwesterly di-
rection while crossing a desert region after leaving the snake rilver
the missionaries were joined by a bannock indian named mattigancattiganMat andtigan his
family these indians later rode ahead to tell their tribe of the coming
of the mormonshormonsharmonsMorHoreor showshou wooewohoomonsnons

smithsnith

calibocalifo
ilg115

APPENDIX

SALMON UVER mssiolmissioh1

this was the fifth of the five missions undertaken in iseiso1855lse the
twentyseventwenty eldersseven on this project were under the supervision of thomas
A snithysmithy mission presidentpresidents the site for their settlement was selected
on june lth15thithalth in the upper salmon river valley the indians among whom
they were to work were the flatheads and the bannocks or shoshonesSho theshones
objectives for sending the men to this region were about the same as those
of the other missions samuel PL beal says the elders were to M

teach the indians the principlesprillickprillici ofplespiespleb civilizationcivilisationscivilizations induce them to give up
their savage mode of living convert 0 the to mormonism and
promote peace among the several tribes and toward 0 the white race

f

11

ffhe2m

whilelielle we re waitingbiting

f
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s 19riiniirila1

koo the bannock chief and his escort then
rode about seventyfiveseventy milesfive to meetneet the elders and invited them to set-
tle in the salmon river country the elders selected their site on the
east bank of the lemhileahi river due to the shallowness of this river the
indians of the area gathered here to trap salmon during their spawningspa
season

limingTiming
thus the region was cherished by the various tribes 0

the elders soon had eight acres cleared and planted to garden
crops the seeds came up nicely and showed prospects of a good crop butbat
they were destroyed by a grasshopper invasion the only thing that was
harvested the first year was about fortyfiveforty tonsfive of wild hay

the men soon started a stockade and eventually some twentyfivetwenty
houses

five
were to be builtbulit therein the stockade was completed near the

samuel

lit
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middle of august also at this time the first mail left the new settle-
ment for utah as well as a company of eleven men to acquire supplies for
the winter by the time the men arrived back at the fort with their
goods the indians were in such dire need of assistance that the mission-
aries gave them most of their recentlyrecentl receivedrece provisions the elders
were once again almost destitute of food and apparel and in december a
second group started for utah to obtain sufficient supplies to see them
through the remainder of the winter and the following spring

and boys president
young said the elders had gone too far north to make their settlement
heber C kimball and daniel H wellswho were in the visiting company
urged the missionaries to marry the local indian girls A few of the
elders followed the counsel and were married to the natives

after young and his party had gone it was decided to abolish
the community style of living and let each person farm as much land as
he could care for however in order to do this it was necessary that
a new fort be built and part of the men move there so that adequate
farming land might be available

it was not until august 22 18571871857. that the missionaries learned
of the approach of johnstonjohnstons army the local indians also learned of
it and began to have a negative attitude toward the men at the fortortfontont
they not only began to demand food but would steal everything possible
john W powell was a mountaineer and seemed to be highly responsible
for exciting the lamaniteseamanitesLamaEamaeanalana andnites turningfumingtunning them against the missionaries
so marked was the changed attitude of the natives that the elders from
the second fort moved to the first fort so that both groups of whites
might have better protection in spite of the negative change in the
indians the missionaries did not believe powell when he told them the
indians planned to burn their supply of hay and steal their stock

suppliesiles
their

ed prova onsiv

0during the winter months the elders tried to improve themselves
by spending three sessions a week studying the shoshone language

the following may the mission was strengthened by the arrival of
twentyseventwenty newriewseven missionaries the crops had been planted by this time
and looked very promising however the elders witnessed a destruction
similarsift todiarilarmiar the one experienced the year previous except that some of the
wheat shoots camecane up again and produced about one hundred bushels of
wheat with the major part of theirthe3 crops destroyed again in 1861856 the
leaders at the fort sent two wagon trains to utah for additional supplies

the following winter P G taylor E robinson and B F cum-
mings went to the bitterroot valley in western montana to see if mr
mcarthur part owner of fort hall would sell the fort and surrounding
area to the church nothing apparently came of their inquiry as the
church did not make the purchase and nothing further is recorded about
it by the missionaries

the mission was visited during the summer of 187 by president
brigham young and a party of lllylllj mennen 22 women
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on the morning of februaryFebri 25miry 1858188 the men of the mission di-
vided into various types of workwo341c some left forfon a load of timber some
went to the lower fort for hay others were repairing the mill and some
were herding the stock about 10 amaiiu an estimated two hundred indians
rode into the area of the fort andmd started driving off all the stock
estimated to be three hundred headlxadimadlead george mcbride one of the herdersgerdersher
dashed

ders
among the indians trying to turn back the stock butbat was shot in

the attemptattempts president smith and others triedtriad to retrieve the stock
but in so doing smith was shot in the right armamiabiabl

james miller was one of the men who had gone to the lower fort
for haybay As he and his companions were returning to thette upper fort they
were attacked by the indians miller was killed and two of those with
himhinhah3 were woundedwoun andrewdea quigley one of the two wounded was shot in
the shoulder and had his head badly beaten he lived for a few weeks
but died en route to utah the missionaries blamed J IL powell as thetim
instigator of the uprisinguprisings

the missionaries were in a precariouspre situationcarLousearlous as the nearest
settlement and help was some 30350390 miles to the south twno men were se-
lected to leave for utah and report the conditions at the fort to
president young an inventory taken prior to the departure of the two
messengers silosredshmiedsilos thered indians had taken nine horses and 20 cattle
the messengers reached salt lake on march 8thath but were told that men
could not be spared to strengthen the mission due to the approachproach of
johnstons army however young did send 10150igo men to rescue the mission-
aries the rescue party reached the fort on march 23rd and 2th25thath

prior to the departure of the elders from fort lemhileahi they ex-
communicated twelve of their lamanite converts for participating in the
attack they had 1000 bushels of wheat they could not take with them
so gave it to snagg a faithful friendly chief of the several indians
who married elders there was only one who accompanied her husband to
utah the remainder stayed with their own race in the upper salmon river
country

A vanguard company consisting of eleven men started for utah
on march 26th while traveling up bannock greekcreek this group was attacked
by the indians we B lake was shot in the head and instantly killed
the main company of missionaries and rescue troops left the mission the
day after the vanguard company both groups were much surprised to find
the northern utah settlements abandoned because of the entrance of
johnstorsjohnstonsJohnJohnsjohnb armystors into the valley the elders and rescue troops disbanded
at brigham city and each went his separate way

thus afteraften living among the indians of the upper salmon river
for almost three years the elders succeeded in baptizing approximately
one hundred of the natives the missionaries not only gave of their
time in trying to improve the conditions of this group of people but
shared with them much of their precious food As a token of apprecia-
tion for these kindnesses the indians stole nearly 20250290 head of stock
and killed four of the whites
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abstractABSTBAGTABSTRILCT

due to the lodsLBS philosophyuosophy concerning the origin and destiny

of the american indians brigham young felt the gospel should be taught

to the various indian tribes

I1

sprcpring

lngang

thus at the spring semiannualsemi conferenceannual

of the church in 185 a number of men were called as missionaries and

assigned to establish five indian missions four of these elk mountain

las vegas white mountain and salmon river weremere ini or near the utah

idaho region and the fifth was in the indian territory

alfred MN billings was called to lead some forty missionaries

to elk mountain and there establish a mission the indian chief welcomed

the mormons by expressing his desire to have them show his people how to

raise and care for crops several of the natives were baptized and seemed

to enjoy having the missionariesmissio amongnarlesnariss them some however werewer dis-

gruntled and started an uprising by shooting james A hunt two other

missionaries were killed before the remaining elders voted to close the

mission and returned home

the mission at las vegas was supervised by william bringhurst

A number of natives were baptized and a farm was started for them dar-

ing

dur-

ing this time nathaniel V jones was sent to mine lead ore in the area

and instructed to use what missionaries he needed from las vegas this

developed into a conflict between jones and bringhurst and resulted in

bringhurst being disfellowshippeddisfellowship from the church the miners returned

2
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to utah in february 1871857 and were soon followed by the missionaries

david evans was to be in charge of the mission at white mountain

to be located near presentdaypresent prestonday nevada the area was explored

by a few of the elders but upon returning an organizational problem

caused the parryparty to postpone departing until fall however by then they

had completely lost interest and nothing further was ever accomplished

the indian territory mission was opened by five missionaries from

utah who werewery soon joined by four from st louis during the first year

of the mission some sixtyfivesixbysixtysiisil followersfivextyaty of lyman wight were baptizedrebaptizedre

and later migrated to utah some of the natives were also baptized and

a few branchesbranche of the church organized the elders left the mission in

185960189601859 at the requestquestrc of the indian councils and did not return until
187718775 and thisthi was the result of robert lake who reported the glowas to

be extremely interested in mormonism in 188 the mission took on a

permanent nature and missionarieszandmjssionaries have since been in the area continu-

ously under andrew kimballsKimb administrationaidsalFs new branches were organ-

ized three chapels erected and the states of arkansas kansas and

texas added to the mission in 1898 a more appropriate name was given

to the mission the southwestern states mission

the salmon river project functioned the longest of those in the

intermountaininter regionmountain grasshoppers destroyed the entire crop the first
year and the majority of it the second year things seemed to be going

quite well when a general uprising in february 1881858 took the lives of

four missionaries and forced the elders to abandon the mission

considering the donation of better than a millionamillionalillion and a half

working man hours by the missionaries involved in these missions the

dividends were not very colossal especially among the four inter

pal

territorymission fivelve

c

1885
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mountain missions where some six hundred natives were baptized the

indian territory mission though slow in establishing its permanency

is the only one that can claim any degree of success
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