BEINAP FAMILY
Sept. 7, 1925
Teken from the Ogzden Standard-fxaminer Sept., 13, 1985

Relatives gathered from Connecticut, Vest Virginia, Illinois, Vvoming,
Nevada, Idsho and Utah at Liberty Park in Ozden,Lebor day, to attend the Belnap
revnion,

Herbers of the family started to eather at the park at 2 p. m, and by
3:30 », m,, all vaeg in readiness for the interestins prosram that followed,
which was ss famlows
Hong, Our bWounta
Invoestion, T’111
Auartet, Silver
YWest Stoddard,
Addresgs of welcome, Joseph H, Belnap
Renly, Leverett Belnep of Haritford, Conn.
Solo, iMaude Delnap Hinmbaell
Historical sketch of Delnap family, by Hyrum Belnap
Duet, John snd Jossph Love
Piano selection, Jewel Belnayp
Piano selection, Mres Hyrum A, Belnap
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Tome so Dear,

Cool bear,

wreads among the Gold, by Eugene and Bllis Belnap, and Lee and

Songz, God Be With You 'Rill Ve Meet Again,

At the close of the program the different family sroups at their lunch to=-
gether, during vhich a mumber of toasts were given by Zcott Bellmap of Carthape,
I11., Henry Belnap of Idaho, HAugene Belnap of Idaho] Joseph H. Belnap of meenﬁ
Ttah, and Mary Belnap Lowe of Trenklin, Idaho., John and Joseph Lowe rendered
instrunental selections,

TTOMOR PION
then lunch had besn served ﬁ e different familv grouns assembled in their
asms and drove to the Ogden City Cemeterv, where they placed floweres on the
pgraves of Gilhert Belnan the Ubﬂﬂ nloncer, and his immediste family.

One of the mogt interesting partg of the program vas the historical sketch
of the Pelnap familv egiven by Hyrum Belnap, son of Gilbert Belnap, which was as
follows:

D
ANFATINN

HISTORY OF WAMILY

"ifr, Cheairman, and fellow kinsmen: The purvnose of this gathering of all
those who hear the neme of Belnap or Delknap from many of the shates of the Union
is to promote fellowship and renew acouaintance amons each other end to instill
into the hesrts of the cominz generations, who besr our nsme, the ideals and
principles of honor, integrity, and good will toward men thet we have go longs
cherighed and prhoilaed,

When the Puritan fathers were making their struzsle for relicsious toler-
ance in Enmland, they were compelled to cross the channel to Holland to obtain
peaca, The wnolp Luropean country practically, was under.the control of royalty,
satisfaction was not obtained in Holland., In 1620 these Pilgrim fathers hoard-
ed ship and came to America, Thig little band of people who had put personal
welfare second and comnunity interest first, soon posted hirh on the hill tons,
"Thig is the land of the free and the home of +the brave, and we hold it self-
evident that all men are creasted equal.’

DITFERTHT SPELLING
“Amons these people who First planted their feet upon American soil were
Abhpaham Belknappe, his wife, dary, Tour sons and one daughter. I have learned
throuch research and travel that we who are sathered here are the descendants of
this zood familv, Some of the Helknap families that I have met spell the name
as Belknap, others spell it Belnap and still othersg spell it Bealknap., Each
and every one of them who have kept records, claim to have come from some one of
these four brotlers above wentione
"History pertainine to dlfferenr spelline of the name Telnap is this, Shortly

after the death of Abraham Bellknapove in Jeptember, 1645, his chilldren discarded
one ¥ and the B, leaving it spelled Bellknan, Gllbe?t Belnap, wmy father, went

eagt in 1873-74 and visited his relatives in Michipan, Ohio, Fennsvlvania, New

York and Canada, Upon his retuwrn he told thisg story: that there were two
brothers living in the New Fneland states that desired a distinction between
their families, One lived up in the northern part of the New Inesland Ststes,
The other one who left the X out of the spelling, making it Belnap, was Jesse
Belnap who was born in Hebron, Conn., Auz. 31, 1780, He joined the Revolutionary
army at Hebron, Conn., in 1777, and in 1779 while the army was camped in Redin,
Conn., he married a resident girl there by the name of Bunice Hall, He was
released from the sy in 1780, lLaber he moved to western New YVork and then to
Horth east Erie, Pemm. This information is on file at Washinston D. C,, in
affidavits made by himself and others, and was filed in 1832, He died at
Northeast Erie, Penn,, when 94 years old,




DESTROYED IN FIRE

»(1i1lbert Belnap also stated that when about 18 vears old that he visited
hisg grandfather, Jesse Belnap, at Northeast Lrie, Penn., whers he saw their
largze Bible containing a record of the marriage of his grandfather and grand-
mother as well as a record showing that three brothers that came Trom England
wiere their ancestors, His uncies David Belnap, became heir to thesge records
which were later destroved by fire.

#Tn 1908 I visited Hebron, Conn., iooking up records and found tha® the
court house had burned down 50 yeara before, Then I went o Vashington, D.C.
in order to find Great-grandfather Jesse Delnap's parents’ names from his en-

1ligtment papers in the Revolutionary Army in 1777, They, t00,advised me that
the capitol was burned in 1812 by the enemy snd they could do nothing for me.

I returmed to Hartford, Conn,, aﬂd found in the will of one Samuel Belknayp who

marrisd Mary Dickson, July 9th, 1723, the following c¢hildren’s names;

Mary Belknap, born March 3, 1724,

Simeon Belknap, born June 7, 1726

Job Belknap, born Oct, 29, 1728.

Fhenezer Belknap, born June 13, 1731,

Semusl Bellmap, born lMay 15,1734,

Abel Belknap, born Sept, 15, 1736, _

Jasse Belknap, born April ¢, 1789 at Somers,Conn, The records show that this
Tesse only received some personsl property, ag his share of the estate.

"T traced this Jesse into Castelton, Vi., where he was chosen town clerk,
whose duby 1% was 0 record all births, dsaths end marriapges, Hers I found his

ovn Trecords in the hands of Judge Clark. Jesss Belknap records that he came
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My wife Bunice, died July 25, 1974,
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he records; Ruth from my wife Deborsh wes born Nov, 21,1782. My second
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mers and Hebron sre a few miles apart, and from the research that he nade,
Jeaae
11,1760, That the son of Jesse Belknap from his second wife, Deborsh Hathway,
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760 gres the two bhrothers that made = digtinction in thelr names by the
on Jesae, leaving the K from the spelline of the Belknav name.
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"The Newhbursh record written in 1875 informs us that our American Belknsps

can be satiefactorily traced back to Sir BHobert Belknappe who wasa chief justice
in Englend in 1375, When I was in London in 1913 looking over the records thev
disclose that the Delknappe'!s came down to Ingland with the Normasns in 1066 when
William the Conguerocr overpowered that land, There are several Delknaps who

have held

very prominent places in England,

"Some of the Belnap's who deserve honorable menition are; Abraham Belnsppe,
hig wife Mary, who cams from Enkland, and their children, Abrahsm, Jr. Jeremy,

e

close of

Grant, AL
ha

geph, Samuel and Hamnah, who married Christopher Osgood, Thess psople ocut dﬁwn
the timber, elsared the brush and made it possible for those who followsd to
enjoy this good land, Jeremy Bellknap wrote the New Rngland hisbtory, Dz,
Jelkmap was referred to freguently by Webster when compiling the Webster dict-
naryg IS aac Belknap, an army officer fousht side by side with Washington in
;i.

ionaxry war. Washington chose his daushber, a school teacher, to
h him at the head of that marech in the great ratifiecation dance at the

qu war, W, W, Belknap vwas secrebtary of wer in the cabnet under Pres,

Mr, Bellknap of Grand Repids, Mich., an officer in the Civil war, was

chalirman of Jhe cormission which placed the batile ground markers at Chattanocogs,
Tenn., and the surrounding country. Judge Belknap wes sn associate justiece in
the Nevada supreme court. In this western part of the United States, Califorgia,
Ordgon, Waghinbon, Nevada and Uteh, Bellmaps were among the early ploneers. Tnic
Opden Gilbert Tlelnap was the first marshal in 1880: later attorney and county
copmisgioner. TFor 20 vears he was bishep on Hoeper Ward, His wife was at the
hesd of the Helief soclsty ormanizations. His children are leaders in every
distriet where they live., There are many others deserving of mention,

EXTOLS VIRTUES

"Follow kinasmsn, in closing permit me to talk to the voung folks, Honor the
neme you bear; do not be one that will bring reprossh upon the nams, Belknap.
Hegpect your parents; honor the aged, for true it is that one cann@t iive in

havpiness
me tell a
#One

without the aid and assocciation of heés fellow men, To illustrate let
stoTy.
time when we were traveling in Henderson county, Temn., we stopped

with Judes Read., Pagsing the time Rooking over his large Bible we saw on the
front leaf a pieture, In the cenber was a circle enclosing a clean whits

surfacs,

This represented a plain where & new babe was born. On the one side

was & shalr leading wp to another plain on which was an altar, A man wes kueee
ling at the altsyr receiving a erown from the hands of an angel, The shairway
leadinz to the altar had seven steps on sach of which wasg written a word,

1782 and the son from the first wife, Bunice born in Hebron, Conn.,, “uh@

Jesse, was born May 21,1784, Iy third son, Augusbus, was born June 29,1787,
T employed a historian in Hartford, Conn., and he later informed me that
that
Belknap born in Somers in 1739 was the father of Jesse Belmnap, born Aug,

there from Commecticut in 1771, In his own hand writing he records the following;
v eldest dsughter Bette by my wifes Dunice
died ¢ ept 17, w77, Ny %hlrﬂ daughter Olive by my wife Bunice died Dept. 25,
7, Judse Qlark said, "There must have heen some contagious disease here %aking
many away at the same time." Jesse Belknap then warried ome Deborsh Hathway,
il
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Beginning at the bottom they read; Virtue, Knowledge, Temperance, Patience,
Godliness, Kindness and Charity. On the other side of the plain where the babe
was born and reared to manhood, was another stairwag leading down to a pit,
This, too, had seven steps, Beginning at the top and going down were the follow=-
inz words; Unvirtue, lack of knowledge, Iintemperance, impatience, ungodliness,
without brotherly kindness, without charity., Under this picture was written, 2nd
Peter chapterl, verses 1 to 11, Live the princidles named on those steps lead~
ing upwards and we one and all will zo step by step hicher and higher wntil we
reach that besutiful slbar where God dwells,

"I am thankfulY thet my name is ZRelnap and that I had the privileze of
coming through such a noble race of people, Yes, T am doubly thankful that I
was raised by such parents as my father and mother, Thevy tausht me all my
life to climb the ladder coine up to the hisher plain. They adviged me 1o
avoid the ladder leading dovm into the »it, as I would an adder, Agsin, be
thankful for the name and your parentase. And thoush obatacles be purposely
placed in your path, follow the Saviour's pattern, "Torgive them for they know
not what they do," '





