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“Among these people who firet planted their feet upon
aAmerican soil, were, Abrahan Relkneppe, his wife lurfy, Tour
gong and one daughier. I have learned throush roscnreh ond
travel that wo who are gathered here are the descendents of
this good fanily. 3Some of the Bellnep Temildes that I have
met spell the mne Uelknep, othorve gpell it Jelrnoy and etill
others spell it Declknup. kHach aod every ome of them who
have kept vocordsg, elain to hove couwe Ivom some one of thoss
fonr byothers above umaesticned.”

"History pertuining to diffevent apelling of the
delnup is thig: Shortly aiter the deuth of abrehom Belknaw
in deptember 1643, his children discsrded ose ¥ and the &,
lezving 16 gpelled Deligsp. Gilbsrt Beloap,iy father, went
east in 1675-Y4 and visited hig relutives in Uichizun, ubio,
Fenngylvanis, New York wnd Uacadsa. Upon his relurn he told
this story; thaet there were two brothers living in the Lew
tnglend States that desired o distinetion bvetween their
fomilies. Une 1lived up iﬁ!}ha aorihern paryt of the dew bnpge
lond States. The other ofbleit the ¥ out of the svelling
s making 1% Belnap was Jeosse belnap vho wap born in Hebron
Conue. Sugust &b, 1Y80. He joined the devolutiocwsry svmy ot
Hebron, Uonn. im 1797, and in 1979 vhile ihe arvay was camped
in Heding Conun, he married & vosident sirl there by the none
of dunico Hall. He wasn relooged from the swwmsy siwy in 17060.
Later he moved to veslern hew York and then to Uorth fast
Gdrie, remn. Yhiz information lg wn file ot washington, . .
in alffidevits apdony mede by himgoelt snd olthers, and was
filed in 1832. fo died at lorth vast Hris, renn. vhen 94
yeury 0ld.”
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"Filbert Belnap slao stated that when sbout eighteen
vaearg old that he viasited his gprand father, Jesse Belnap,
et Dorth Sast dire, fenn., where he saw thelr larze Bible
containing & veeord of the uarriage of his grond father ond
grand mother o well an o record showing trat three brothersn
that come from Dnflond woere thelr sneestors. His uucle,vid
Holnep becars helr te theoo recoris which were later dsaotroyed
by Tire.”
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"In 1908 I visited Hewron, Cons, looking ap
Yound that the court house had burned down sowe 1 oy
bhefore. Then I went to Vashington D. C. i order to {ind
great grend father Jessge Uelnap's purants nomes from his esn-
listrent wpers in the Hgvoelutiomary army In L77Y. They too
adviged me thaet the Capltcl was bummed 1n 1612 by the enemy
and they could do wmothing for me.™ 1 returned {o dartiord,
Con. » sxd found in the will of one Scmuel elknap who mevvied
dury Dieksoon, July 9th, 17285 the dollowing childrens nunosn:
1-sary seldun, born Harch 3, 172
E-~Bipeon M dune 7, 1LVEG
&-Job * ¥ det a9, 1728
4-Lhenoger E, 1731
H-Sapual * 15, 1734
6=-4ble ¢ 16, 1736
F=Jesss " 9, 17349, &t somers, Conn.
recovds show only regeived some persvnal
a9 his share




"I troced thia Jesne into Cspelton, Vi., where he wmas
chogen town clerk, who's &ty 46 wuo to record &1l hirths, deaths
ard mrridges. Here I fournd his ovn vocords in the hends of
sudge Clark. Jesme Bellnap records that he came there from
Conuneeticut in 1¥71. In hig owe hend writing he records the
following: Uy wife inniece died July &5, 1v74. ¥y eldest daust
ter Zette by my wife Zunice died Be v, 17, 1V¥7. iy thiré
doughter Olive by my wife Bunlce died Sept. 28Bth, 1777. Judss
Glark seld, ‘thoere musl have Leen some contagiocus diseuse hare
baking so mpy avey ot the sgne tine.' Uesse Belkoep then
married cne ¥eborsh Hathway, and Le records; Huth from my wilis
Dehorah wao born Rov. Z1, 178Z. Xy second son Jeses wap born
Hay 21, 1784. ¥y third son supustus wes born June £9%h, 1787,etc.
I employed o Rkistoriam ip jlartford, Conn. 2nd he later informed
me that Scomers and lebron sre a few miles apsrt, arnd from the
research thal he mpade, that Jesse Bellknep born in Somers in 1739
wag the father ol Jegse Beluap born sug 31, 1760. That tho
gon of Jesse pellmup from his second wide Deborah Huthway
bern in 1762 waed the son fyom-dhe first wife Bunice,born in
Hsbron, Conn. sug %1, 1760 ere the two brothers that made &
distinetion in their names by the Hebron Jesse leaving the X
fron the spelling ol the Delknop neme.”

"The Zewburgh vesord written in 1875 informs us that our
American Belknsps can be sgatisiectorily traced heck to Six
Kobert Bellkusppe who was Chief Justice in Englend in 1395.

Ghen I wasg in Londoo in 1913 loocking over the records they
discloge that the Hellnappe’s came down fo England with the
Hormsns in 10686 when ¥illism the Congueror overpowered that land.
There are geveral Helinap's who have held very nrominent plsces
in England,”

*Some of the Bellbnon's who deserve hopnorable mention ave;
Abrahan Belknopype, his wife Yery, whoe ecame from Fapgland, ospd
thely children, abraoham, Jr., Jermy, Joseph, Samuel, zrnd Hanpah
who marvied Chrislopher Oggoeod. These neonlie ont down the
timber, c¢leared fthe brush end mde ip possible for those who
followed %o énjoy this good land. Jerpy bBelknap wrote the Dow
Englend history. Dr. Belksap was referred to fregquently by
debater vhen comgkim compiling the Websler dlevionary. Isasc
Belkuap, sod arny officer, fought side by side with Jashingion
in the Revoluticnary Way. Washingbton chose his daughter, a
school teacher, to mareh with him at the head of that mmreh in
the prest ratification dunce ot the close of the Var. W. W.
Belknap mfxfraxdxBxpids wep secrebary of wer in the cobines
under Yres. Urant. Belkna of Urend Hapids, Hich,
an officer in the Civil Yar wes chairman of the commission who
placed the battle groand merkers at Chattanoogs, ?@ﬂﬁs»mnﬁwﬁﬁ@
surrounding country. Judge Eelknap, sescciate Jjustice in ine
Nevads Supreme lourt.
.:mi:"a“ ? o . In this western part of the United Stutses
talifornis, Ore-on, waechington, Heveds z.d Utsh, belknapds were
GmOn g tﬁ§ early piloneers. In this city where we ure snjoying our-
??1v§§@ iil%ﬁf%‘ﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬁ was her idvat Mershal ia 1850; later attorney
end Cownty Uommiesiomer. JFor 20 years he was Bishop of Hoopor, dich.
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ﬁ;s ﬁife woag at the head of the Rolief 503i&%§“ﬁyﬁﬁﬁiﬁ&tiﬁﬁﬁa Hig
‘eiildren are lsaders dn every district where they 1ive. There are
wany others domorving of mention.®



"Fellow kingmen, in closing pernmit rs to talk to the
young folks. Honor tho name you bear; do not be one that will
bring reprouch upon the name Delknsp. Resrect your parents;
honor the asged,for trus 1% ig that one carnot live in happines:
without the &i1d4 and association of his foellow menm. To 1llustrate
let me tell & story:

Une time when we were fraveling in
Henderson Lounty, Tenn. wWe stopped with =me Jufdge Read. Puseing
the time looking over his lsrze bible we saw on the fronmt lend
& pileture. In the cexter was & circle enclesing & clesan white
surface. Yhis represented & plain whkere & new babe was born.
On the one side waes & stalr lesding up to another plein on which
was an alter. 4 man wag kneeling at the alter receiving &
orown from the hand of an angel. The sitair way leading to the
-alter had seven msteps on each of which was written & word. Be- -
- patience, Godliness, brotherly kindnesg and charity. dum the
other side of the plsip wherse the babe was born sud resred to
menhoof, was ancther sisirway leasdinz down to & nit. 7This teo,
had meven steps. Deoglinning st the top and golug down were the
following words; UnVirtue, lack of knowledge, intemperance,
impatience, uvngodliness, without brotherly kindness, without
charity. Under this picture was writien, Znd Peter Chapter
1, verses 1 to 11. Live the principles named on those gteps
leading upwards snd we one snd 811 will go sten by step higher
and higher until we readh that bsautiful alter where God our
Father and our Jother dwells, There o sasceiaste with ounr
elder brother Jessus Christ. FPor 'God orested ram in his own -
imge, in the imapge of God created he him; male and female
oreated he them.' Believe me, those who walk down these seven
gteps into the »it will there meet there fellow mabte, the @ga,‘
the monkey, Lucifer, whom they dcscended from, there to suifer
eternsl punishment. ¥

"I am go thankful that my nare i8 Belnsp and thot 1 hed
the privelege of coming through such & noble race of people.
Yes, I &m doubly thenkful thet I was ralged by such ﬁ&rgﬂﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ
my father and mother. They taught me oll my lile o elinb the
ladder going uwn o that higher plsin. They advised me to avoid
the ladder leading down into the pit, as I would sn adder.
apain, be thenkful for the neme and your parentiage. and %;Tnnggif
obstaclea be purposely plsced in your rath, follow the Bavicer’'s
pattern, "forgive them, for they kmow not what they G o."

ginning ot the bottom they read, virtue, knwiledge, lempersace . . .





