




• Belnap Family Organization “Histories and Documents”

• “The Vision”:  For What Purpose?
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16 Generations
“Belknap” to “Belnap” “Beltoft” to “Belknap”



“Hand Genealogy”
Gen 4—8 individuals:  most recent Old World emigrant

Gen 5—16 individuals:  most recent Mormon Pioneer ancestors

Gen 7—64 individuals:  earliest Mormon Pioneer ancestors
Gen 8—128 individuals:  earliest Church convert

Gen 10—512 individuals:  most recent known self-relationship

Gen 38—137.44 billion individuals:  more than the total number
of people estimated to have ever lived:  about 70-100 billion

Gen 40—549.76 billion individuals:  more than the number of stars in
the Milky Way Galaxy (between 200-400 billion stars)

Gen 15—16,384 individuals:  earliest New World emigrants

Gen 16—32,768:  earliest known Beltoft ancestor
Gen 20—524,288 individuals:  large % duplicates

Gen 30—536,870,912 individuals:  more than the entire estimated world 
population in 1000 A.D.

Gen 34—8.59 billion individuals:  more than the current world population



“The Belnap Family Organization exists to 
capture and tell the story of the lives of Gilbert 
Belnap, Adaline Knight, and Henrietta McBride, 
their ancestors, and their descendants, for the 
benefit of current and future generations.”



“The lack of emotional security of our American young 
people is due, I believe, to their isolation from the 
larger family unit.  No two people—no mere father and 
mother—as I have often said, are enough to provide 
emotional security for a child.  He needs to feel himself 
one in a world of kinfolk, persons of variety in age and 
temperament, and yet allied to himself by an 
indissoluble bond which he cannot break if he could, 
for nature has welded him into it before he was born.”

Pearl S. Buck



“It is important for us … to cultivate in our own 
family a sense that we belong together eternally, 
that whatever changes outside our home, there 
are fundamental aspects of our relationship 
which will never change.  We ought to encourage 
our children to know their relatives.  We need to 
talk of them, make effort to correspond with 
them, visit them, join family organizations, etc.”

President Spencer W. Kimball,
General Conference, October 1974



“Let us, therefore, as a church and a people, and 
as Latter-day Saints, offer unto the Lord an 
offering in righteousness; and let us present in his 
holy temple, when it is finished, a book 
containing the records of our dead, which shall 
be worthy of all acceptation.”

Doctrine and Covenants 128:24



“The greatest responsibility in this world that 
God has laid upon us is to seek after our dead.”

Joseph Smith, Jr.



“A man filled with the love of God is not content 
with blessing his family alone, but ranges 
through the whole world, anxious to bless the 
whole human race.”

Joseph Smith, Jr.






