




• Genealogical Information:  Births, Marriages, Deaths, Burials, etc.

• Contact Information:  Emails, Mobile Phone Numbers

• Historical Information:  Photos, Stories, Letters, Documents, etc.



Q:  What’s the best 
way to spread 
information?
A:  Tell someone 
it’s a secret.

Q:  What’s the best 
way to keep 
information secret?
A:  Put it in a 
handbook.





• Full Name (including maiden surname)
• Example:  Brent Jay Belnap

• Birth Date and Place (in ”genealogy format”)
• Example:  4 Nov 1961; Ogden, Weber, Utah

• Marriage Date and Place
• Example:  7 Sep 1991; Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah

• Death Date and Place
• Burial Date and Place
• LDS Ordinance Data (when available)
• Spouse Information (including names of spouse’s parents)





• FamilySearch is building the human family tree for the primary purpose of 
linking families through Temple ordinances

• FamilySearch does not confirm the accuracy of submitted information
• FamilySearch does not verify relationships
• FamilySearch contains many errors and has incomplete information
• FamilySearch does not arbitrate between correct and incorrect information
• FamilySearch does not allow posting of “deep” or extensive added content
• FamilySearch does not allow viewing records of living persons unless you

created the record
• FamilySearch does not support locating living descendants
• FamilySearch does not coordinate research among living descendants
• FamilySearch limits communication capability among descendants





Family organizations, including ancestral family organizations such as 
the Belnap Family Organization, play a unique role in:

• Uniting descendants
• Preserving and sharing family history information
• Undertaking special projects
• Pooling financial resources and talent
• Sponsoring and conducting research
• Ensuring the accuracy of and correcting information submitted to 

FamilySearch.org
• Encouraging descendants to learn about their ancestors
• Instilling a deeper appreciation of shared heritage
• Strengthening family ties among the living—and the dead





• Email Address (best practice:  “an heir and a spare”)

• Mobile Telephone Number

• Mailing Addresses are no longer used by BFO as a means of 
communication due to cost, but can be useful in order to 
confirm relationships in online people search databases

• Landline Telephone Numbers, in addition to providing a contact 
point, can help confirm relationships in online searches





“Descendants” of Gilbert, Adaline, and Henrietta include:
• In-law spouse(s)—”when you marry a person, you also marry the 

person’s family”
• Adopted children
• Sealed children
• Biological children—even if adopted by other parent(s)
• Former spouses (to the extent they wish to be contacted)

Best practice:  always also strive to include names of spouse’s parents



All information is accurate and current and includes everything that 
would appear on a Family Group Record for that family:  full names, 
dates, places of every descendant and spouse—including full names of 
spouse’s parents—plus all LDS ordinance data where applicable



• We accept whatever information is shared

• Any and all information is appreciated—even if it is incomplete

• Our database has lots of missing information and obvious errors

• There is lots of low-hanging fruit waiting to be gathered





Putting “Flesh” on “Dry Bones”



The Belnap Family Organization strives to collect current and 
accurate genealogical and contact information on all descendants of 
Gilbert Belnap, Adaline Knight, and Henrietta McBride.

Members are encouraged to contribute life stories, genealogical 
information on their immediate families, family photographs, and 
any other items of historical interest to the Belnap Family 
Organization for preservation in the Organization’s files.








