


Belnap Family Organization

Family Representatives Training

Part 3:
“What Information Do I Gather?”



Part 3 Training Outline

* Genealogical Information: Births, Marriages, Deaths, Burials, etc.
e Contact Information: Emails, Mobile Phone Numbers

* Historical Information: Photos, Stories, Letters, Documents, etc.



Q: What’s the best
way to spread
information?

A: Tell someone
it’s a secret.

Q: What’s the best
way to keep
information secret?
A: Putitina
handbook.



Section 5.3 — Duties of Family Representatives: Each Family Representative will diligently
perform the following duties during his or her term of service:
e (Coordinate activities between the Organization and the branch.
e Communicate regularly with members of the branch regarding activities of the
Organization.
e Attend all meetings convened by the Officers.
e Conduct business of the Organization, including receiving and approving regular
reports and minutes of prior meetings.

j Advise the Officers regarding their duties.

Compile and submit at least annually current contact information for each member of

the branch.

Regularly submit to the Organization updated genealogical information on all
members of the branch, including an annual report of all known births, marriages,
deaths, and other pertinent genealogical and historical information occurring within
the branch during the previous year.



Genealogical Information

Full Name (including maiden surname)
* Example: Brent Jay Belnap
Birth Date and Place (in “genealogy format”)
* Example: 4 Nov 1961; Ogden, Weber, Utah
Marriage Date and Place
* Example: 7Sep 1991; Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah
Death Date and Place
Burial Date and Place
LDS Ordinance Data (when available)
Spouse Information (including names of spouse’s parents)



“But Doesn’t FamilySearch Already
Have All of This Information?”



NO! And Not By A Long Shot!

FamilySearch is building the human family tree for the primary purpose of
linking families through Temple ordinances

FamilySearch does not confirm the accuracy of submitted information
FamilySearch does not verify relationships

FamilySearch contains many errors and has incomplete information
FamilySearch does not arbitrate between correct and incorrect information
FamilySearch does not allow posting of "deep” or extensive added content
FamilySearch does not allow viewing records of living persons unless you
created the record

FamilySearch does not support locating living descendants

FamilySearch does not coordinate research among living descendants
FamilySearch limits communication capability among descendants
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Why Family Organizations Are Unique

Family organizations, including ancestral family organizations such as
the Belnap Family Organization, play a unique role in:

* Uniting descendants

* Preserving and sharing family history information

* Undertaking special projects

* Pooling financial resources and talent

* Sponsoring and conducting research

* Ensuring the accuracy of and correcting information submitted to

FamilySearch.org

* Encouraging descendants to learn about their ancestors

* Instilling a deeper appreciation of shared heritage

* Strengthening family ties among the living—and the dead



v

Business
Conferences
Meetings
Members
Officers
Registration
Resources
Social Media
pgostions
Theology
WFHD

Zoom to FamilySearch

LATTER DAY SAINT -
ANCESTRAL
FAMILIES
ASSOGIATION

WELCOME

Latter Day Saint Ancestral Families Association (LDSAFA) is a free registration, publication and support consortium for LDS Ancestral
Family Organizations (AFOs) that have historical connections to members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. An Ancestral
Family Organization (AFO) is larger than a parent or grandparent family and includes the descendants of a common ancestral couple. LDSAFA

encourages the continuation of LDS AFOs through freely registering, publicizing and supporting their genealogical and historical activities. In

fact LDSAFA can be considered a free "one-stop-shop” for locating links and information about LDS AFOs.

There are no costs for LDS AFOs to register and participate in LDSAFA, and all LDSAFA members are entitled to use the LDSAFA Member
Seal and receive free listing, publicity and news reports on matters pertaining to LDS AFOs. LDSAFA identifies resources, practices and
activities that various LDS AFOs have found meaningful and successful for family members through the years, including information and links
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Contact Information
» % Email Address (best practice: “an heir and a spare")
+ % Mobile Telephone Number
* Mailing Addresses are no longer used by BFO as a means of
communication due to cost, but can be useful in order to

confirm relationships in online people search databases

* Landline Telephone Numbers, in addition to providing a contact
point, can help confirm relationships in online searches






“No One Is An Outsider”

"Descendants” of Gilbert, Adaline, and Henrietta include:
* In-law spouse(s)—"when you marry a person, you also marry the
person’s family”
* Adopted children
* Sealed children
* Biological children—even if adopted by other parent(s)
* Former spouses (to the extent they wish to be contacted)

Best practice: always also strive to include names of spouse’s parents



“Gold Standard”

All information is accurate and current and includes everything that
would appear on a Family Group Record for that family: full names,
dates, places of every descendant and spouse—including full names of
spouse’s parents—plus all LDS ordinance data where applicable




“Whatever Is Worth Doing . . .”

We accept whatever information is shared
Any and all information is appreciated—even if it is incomplete
Our database has lots of missing information and obvious errors

There is lots of low-hanging fruit waiting to be gathered



The Big Picture

Pedigree Chart
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Putting “Flesh” on “Dry Bones™
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Historical Information

The Belnap Family Organization strives to collect current and
accurate genealogical and contact information on all descendants of
Gilbert Belnap, Adaline Knight, and Henrietta McBride.

Members are encouraged to contribute life stories, genealogical
information on theirimmediate families, family photographs, and
any other items of historical interest to the Belnap Family
Organization for preservation in the Organization’s files.



Case Study: Gathering Information



Questions?






